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Ventilation Legislation 

-There is an increasing awareness of the problems of indoor air 
golluti.on and poor office ventilation. 

-The effort to conserve energy in the mid-1970's by reducing 
ventilation and tightening insulation of indoor air has 
contributed to building occupant illnesses, 

-Many indoor air components are regulated through OSHA f o r  
industrial workplace environments however, there are no standard 
regulations for the white collar workplace. 

-SevaraZ jurisdictions and states have taken preliminary steps Do 
address this problem to one degree ox another, therefore, 
eventually, it will be addressed with or without our input, 

-Currently, the business community typically does not support 
this type o f  legislation. 

-There! may be substantrial costs to owners o f  older buildings with 
poor crr outdated systsims if ventilation standards were imposed, 

-Costs to newer building owners may be substantial if 
existing ventilation trquipmeat i s  adequate to meet new standards, 

-Organized labor may support t h i s  concept as an improvement of 
working conditions. 

-Businessas may be ab:Le to support ventilation standards laws if 
they ere already in cempliance. 

- -If it can be demonstratad, as Gray Robertson claims, that 
@" ~i?ducad absenteeism/ increased productivity outweigh the coats of 

improving ventilation, businerse~ map be persuaded to support 
standards laws if costs associated with installation or upgrade 
of equipment would be minimal. 

-Depending on location, the issue may break down to "energy 
conservation vs, indoor air qualityM, If this does take place, 
the issue of energy tax credits will come into play, The 

of onsrpy ( i . c ,  coal, oil, hydro, etc. 1 map also be a 

of 8fraadon of choice" with  regard to workplace 
i.rereasingly h a r d w  to sall, hovcvar ths 

ai.r qualityu - - with an emphasis on science 
ha5 much more credibility and will draw in a wider audience. 

-Most; anti-smoking groups will support this type of legislation 
but aot at the expenrse of existing smoking restrictions. 
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11. Objective 

-Focus the public's atteation on indoor air pollution in the work 
place and draw attention away from or put less emphasis on Y.-.r 
issue of work p l a c e  smoking. 

111, Strategies, Goals and Tactics 

Strategy I: Encourage t h e  adoption of legislation which sets 
standards for indoor air quality in a jursidiction where a 
smoking restriction law axisDs, Repeal the smoking restriction 
law as aa ineffective wa,y of dealing with indoor air quality 
problems, 

Goals r 

A. Within one month of sign-off to proceed, identify list of 
standards for u s e  in ventilation legislation or as a model(see 
attached list of standards groups); Within three months select 
standardfs) and location(s) fox action; Within six months 
identify allies/third parties and brief appropriate groups and 

ilorU the legislation to fit the situation; 
euelop and introduce 

B, From the list of standards, identify specific l e v e l s  that 
would be supported by the broadest posiibie range of groups, - M ?  
Tactics : 

1. Contact standards people to determine the answers to the 
following questionsa 

-How were standardst developed? 

-Why were'standarts developed? 

-Haw should standards be implemented? 

2, Identify location for this action (city, county, state) based 
on established criteria; 

-Location would dra~w national media attention. 

-Location may be where a smoking restriction law is about to 
be passed and the standards proposal could be used as a 
l a s t  minute ~ubsdt~itute (i. e ,  New York) . 

-Location may be where indoor air pualtiy proposals are 
already i n  the legislative process and an effort could 
be made t o  repeal an existing smoking restriction (i.e. 
N t m  Hampshire) . 

-If state grants and tax breaks for retro-fit of ventilation 
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equipment in older buildings are a consideration, states or 
cities with a budget surplus should be considered as 
candidates. 

- In  some situations, local (city, county) ordinances & have 
an impact on and send a message to the state legislature. 
In these carefully targeted situations, thaxa would be a 
double impact as a result of one action, 

-Location should be where there would be a minimal negative 
impact on our traditional allies or where we could build a 
coalition of new allies. 

3. Contilr,ue public awaren,ess campaign with regard to the indoor 
air quali,ty issue through presentations and briefings - - i.e, 
ACVA, {May include media coverage depending on the situation), 

4, Conduc:t building studies in area where proposal will be 
intsoducnd. 

5.  Use the results of the! building studies to demonstrate to 
business and legislators that existing smoking restriction 
1egislati.on does not improve indoor air quality in the work 
place. 

6. Encourage allies to r:aise this issue with legislators and 
each other. These may irlclude but are not limited to: 

-Buziinerss 

-Labor 

-State legislators 

-Cilsy council  member:^ 

-State and local health departments 

( see at4:ached list for !some 'specifics 

7. Identify an engineer who is familiar with the locallstatewide 
building practices. It would be especially helpful if this 
individual were a former government official with political 
connectisas. This engine!lr could help us " f ~ s L  our way" t h r 2 u g h  
the process and may also serve as an expert witness. 

8. Develop draft legislation for indoor air q u a l i t y  standards 
with help and input from a wide variety of sources (see attached 
list). 
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9. If appropriate, encourage allier/third party groups to promote 
"model" l .egislation/regulations for indoor air quality. 
Legislation should include: 

-Repeal of or exemption from existing smoking restrictions 

-Grandfathering provisions, etc.(as the situation warrants) 

10, New Legislation can be held up as an example for similar 
types of bills in other parts of the country, 

Strategy 2: Promote the ;~doption o f  legislation which sets 
standards for indoor air quality in lieu of smoking restriction 
laws, T 

Goals 1 - -  
A. Show legislators that thoke are standards out there that 
should be looked at before  smoking restrictions are imposed 

(see goals A and B of Strategy 1) L 

Tactics: (see all tactic!; for Strategy 1 with the exception o f  
"repeal of ezistingi' law under number 9. - 

Standards - 

-American Society of Healzing, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning 1% 
Engineers (ASHRAE) 

-American Society of Tea%ing and Materials , 

-Building Officials and Code Administrators International (BQCA) % 
-Nationa:L Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) 

-Air Po1:Lution Control A!csociat ion 

Unions 

-Service Employees 1nter:~ational Union (SEIU) 

-1nterna'bional Associaticm of Machinists (IAM) 

-United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 

-AFL-CIO Building and Co:astruction Trades and Food and Allied 
Service Trades 

-Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union 

-Sheet Metal Workers International Association 
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-1nternabional Facility Management Association (IFMA) 

-American Institute of Aarchitects 

-America11 Society of Interior Designer5 

-Building Owners and Managers Association International (B O M A )  

-National Association of Corporate Real Estate Executives 
( NACORE ) 

-National Association of Realtors 

-Institube .of Business D~tsigaers ( IBD) 

-Formaldehyde Institute 

-Gypsum Assocation 

-Computer and Business Equipment Manufacturers Association 

-B . F. Gondrich 
-Honeywell 

-Nationa:L Air Filtration Association 

-Air Conditioning and Re:Erigeration Institute 

-American Society for Pe:rsonnel Administration 

Consumer~Groups 

-Consumer Fedorati on of timer i can 

-Environmental Law Inati'bute ( ELI 

-U.S, Chiamber of Commerce 

-Nat iona:L Chamber Founda.tion 

-Nationa:L Association of Towns and Townships 

-U . S . Confer ance of May o:rs 

-V.S. League of Citits 

-Nationa:L Conference of State Legislators 

-National Association of Counties 

-American Legal Exchange Council 
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-S ta te  and Territorial frir Pcr l lu t ion  Program 
Administrators/Associat~ion of Local Air Pollution Control 
Officials (STAPPA) 
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