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L m h r  Swnrmry \Inh)l t m m i e  is apxcntownc d:tuo)er I n  ' The U.S Ennmnmenlal Agency mu¶ 
\lethvl brorrjae, n a~dclv  an0 tncnacinaly iacL o u r  the next 23 )em. ctcr) i ! l o p ~ m  JI 1st methyl bromide a i! Clss 1 sub 
used bsticide, poses asCrious ihreat to iirn methyl bromide that i s  released inla the atmos- stance. set a phasmut timelable, require 
health and W s  mleniveomne layer. To phfre will conVitutc far more to amedeple- mycling, ban applicatiom where alter- 
defend a n s t  th&etlueats, gov&u and 
industry should immediately cutmelllyl bm 
mide's omduction and use by 50 percent and 
phsse dut thechemical within five yean. 

Mcthyl bromide is a widely and inaeasingly 
used pesticide 
Methyl bmmiddHgBr- 's by volume he 
second most widclv used mticidcin the 
world. aher oil. l t k m a n i f m i d  in at least 
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civhl cmmvie< nnd .$old worldwide 
~ ~~~~~ 

I n d u s m W  wunuics use tc w r  nm]ocity .,i 
em)l bmmide. amrNt!g lor gmwr man (10 
p m t  of the world's consumption The 
Cn:ec rum alone i s  recponslble for app.ou- 
nuEly 43 pcnsnlot ;ouumpuon,or 59 mil- 
hon pounds 3 VW. WorIdu~dZ methyl t- 
in& pmductibn and use h a  becn g&ing at 
an average annual ramof about 7 percent, fmm 
ybout 92 million ocunds i n  1984 to abaut 139 
million pwnds in 1990. 

The chemical's pesticideuses fall into thm 
majar eate~orier: 
* Soil fumigation (to Gll  pwts in  sail). I n  

the U.S., 49 million paundr; of muhyl 
bmmide were &as a soil fumigant in 
1990. or about 84pemnr ofalt U.S. use 
a s  pssticide. 
Commodity fumigation (to kiU pests on 
fwdor  in packaging materials). In the 
U.S.. o w  5 million p a u h  of methyl 
bmmide was used as a wrnmcdily fumi- 
gant in 1990, or about 8 percent of all 
U.S. ureasapesddde. 
Stmrucrural fumigation (to kiU pesrs in 
buildings). In  the U.S..overS million 
pounds of  methyl bmmide was used as a 
SINCIU!'~ fumiganL or about 8 percent 
ofall U.S, use as apesticidc. 

Methyl bmmide damages the ozone layer. 
Much oithe methyl bmmidz used for fumiga- 
tion--along with luge quantities of the chemi- 
cal oroduced as a bvomduw of the manufacrur- 
ing'process-.esca@ into theatmosphere, 
wherc 11 la& p a  in c k m i d  reactions that 

tion than akilognm of a bener known ozone 
desmyer such as chlomfluomcarban-i I 
('32-Ill. 

Duc to thc chemical's strength, eliminating 
methyl bmmideemissions couldquiddy 
rcduce damagcto the omm laycr Cunently, 
hower ,  the MonMJl P m m l  an Substances 
thsr DoplctetheOmncLayerd~e~no! dl for 
elimindng the use and production of methyl 
bmmide. lithe protocol is not amended tocon- 
mi methyl bmmide. !he chemical's mle in 
aanedestmction will gmw. Rday, rciendsts 
estimate it is reswnsible for flve to ten cercent 
oiozor.cdcplc~on: b) mc ycar2000.ir'x1.lbe 
ruponslblz ior I5 perrrnt oio7nnc acplction 
IC as ex&, rrrJsjlonr wnllw lu  c . m  
ht h e  me oif i te to stx percent per >ex. 

Methyl bromide ir highly todc to humam 
Methyl bmmide not only threatens theowne 
layer, however. I t  has also provento be highly 
toxic to humans. The U.S. Envimnmentll 
R o t d o n  Agency (EPA), for example, clasri- 
fm methyl bmmi&aa"Category 1 acute 
toxin:' the most deadly categmy of subslanm. 

Numemus poisonings due to m h y l  bm- 
midcexposure have k n  repond In 
Califomia where the ehemical is widelv used. 

and 1990 

Wir al r rnat l ra  to rm.Ih)i bromidc rU,1. 
Far must uses. 12s d a n g m ~ r  a.emi\er to 
methyl bmmide cumntly mist. As the case 
studies included in this rep*  demonsmte. 
many altemaljves are already being employed 
in an effeniveandeconomicai manner Where 
alternatives are not currently identified, hisroly 
suggests that decisive action tocontml methyl 
bmmide will cmte inmtivcs for thcraoid 
development of previously overiwked M 
unionem altemativcs. 

natives ire avalable, and w i r c  warn- 
ing lvbels an fumigated products. 

* The U.S. Depamentof APTiculNre 
met  rev* cx~ron~qtmraiumqula-  
eom. antin pmmor thc ur oimclhyl 
bmnudc In he U.S.m abrou. 

* Congress must expand the uisling lax 
on ozone depleting chemicals 10 include 
a m  on methyl bmmide. 

* The Ethyl Corpadon a n d G m  Lakes 
Chemical Company& Ow U.S. cam- 
panies that produce methyl bmmid+ 
must immediately cut pmdwtion by 50 
per cent and ease all pmdudion Hifhin 
five mars. 

ingnew a l ledves  whew needed. 

u, safer available alienwives. 
* Companies that f u m i g a t e m ~ t i e s  

with methyl b m m i h u c h a s  gmin 
p m o e ~ ~ u ~ e l i m i n a u :  the useof 
methyl bmmide as a fumigant by ado@- 
ing safer available allanatives, and 
fmpioying recovery andmyding sy* 
tems while developing additional aim- 
nativrs where nmled 

These adom arc w i t h i n w  grasp and we 
must take them. Our health md the health af 
the cnvimnmentdepcnd on it 
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n i is  damage is allowing increased levels of Reeommendaiions. * Nationai Coalition Agdinst 

harmful ultra-violet radiadon-<did W.& I n d u s ~ ,  governmenL and muumen must the Misuse of Perticides 
to m c h  W s  rudace. work together to phase out methyl bromide use * ~~~d R~~~~~~ ~~f~ council 

E,xposure la w.6 can: within the next five yean. A mmplcte wt  of 
rccommen&tions is included is rhis repan, * PeSticidc Action Network * cauw human health problems, such a 
'ihey include: -Nonh American Region skn cancer: 


