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'FEDERAL REPORT 
Workers in .-  . poll blame air 
By Dan Vukelich 
rm WSmOtON W S  

F 0 r t y . m  percent of federal 
employes missed work locally because a n  of likely poor to indoor haw quality . . - w for sicknesses 
air qualiry, rc-ding to union sur- Hill1 and the Census BUMU'S Fed- Fromion Agency's Waterside 

of 1,000 federal workers rt. era1 Office Building 3 in Suitland. headquarters, Columbia Plaza and 
leased yesterday. Because the survey was not ran- the Lbrary of Congress. 

~ lmost  all survey respondents, dom~ the results should be v i e w  In the AFCE survey, 30 percent of 
93.8 ~ - t ,  claimed b h~ suf- "as suggestive of employee atti- the first 1,000 responses wn from 
feted ailments stemming from poor tudes, k t  not conclusive on the sub e m ~ l o m ~  of the Department of 
indoor air quality, and 59 percent be jecf' researchers warned. Health and Human Services, 26.9 

their agencies aren't doing Mr. Schlein said the survey p m  Pmcat from h e  Labor Department 
about the problem, vides for the first time "accurate and 19.6 Percent work at the Census 

ing to the s u m  information about the growing prob. ~ U J W U  
mrec of mkrs J U ~  lem of poor indoor air quality in fed- Buildings from which significant 

-id by hw ewr iend  d m i .  era1 and district buildings." numkrsof responses were m i w  
--  Despite a 1986 commitment by wre: Parklawn, h d s  Perkins, nk uK& ken m t e d  with the heend Services Adminism- Suitland Federal Of ice  Building 3, 

& =tilation, which tion to clean indoor air, problems in Scuderi, Suitland FOB 4, Bicen 
leads to carbon dioxide levels. many office buildings have only got. nial, Housing and Urban Develo 

Other lmding symptoms include ten Worse, he said "It is time for men4 G n e d  ACCOUntN Offi 
sneezing and coughing, fatigue. CSA - UP b thtir commitment and Vanguard - - -  - 
headaches, eye or throat initaria. 

a 
\ 

mausea and nosebleeds. All ha= Guy Boston, srfery and environ- 
been associated with indoor air con- mental director [w GSA, seid agen- 
tamination. aes have primary responsibility tw 

About 73 percent of the workers addressing indoor air quality com- 
surveyed believe air quality ,where plaint~. 
they work is "probably" ot "deli- Mr. Schleindisputed that worken* 
nitely" a problem. More ahan half amphints are being d&essed by 
believe the air quality in their ofice either GSA or the agcncj- 
makes it difficult to do a good job. ' P ~ p l e  are getting the run- 

The s~ was conducted by the around:'he said. 
American Federation of Govern- "A typical scenario is that people 
ment Employ#s and the National get sick and complain, the agency 

t . -  - --- _ - promises to investigate but nothing 

M a ~ g e m a t  Institute, a , They don't want to 
association spb by the nize the problem." 

Aeemed  bdum t,, ereav new Buildings with a history of ~ 1 1 -  
sheetmetal jobs. publicized indoor air q d i t y  pmb 

It was d e l i w d  in Janvary and lems include the Environmental 
February to 18,000 union and non- 
union gowrnment workers at 27 
agencies located in 47 buildings in 
the rnetropobtan area, said AFGE 
Vice President David Schlein. 

Researchen compiled prelimi- 
nary r i n g s  from the fim 1,000 
responses received, which came 
mostly from worken at the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Ser- 
vices' Parklawn Building in Rock- 
ville, the Labor Department's 
Rancis Perkins Building on Capitol 


