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M. Hurst 

j .1. LG SURJECT: AFL-CIO in the Workplace 
*;:< 
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The attached AFL-CZO resolution i s  not a silver bullet that 
. .  guatantees automatic and vocal labor opposition t o  all workplace 

smoking legislation. It will not transform unions that have been 
lukewann towards tobacco into supparters, If used prqperly,  
however, it will be of great benefit in many instances. 
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The resolution, adopted by the AFL-CIO executive committee 

I - .  

February. 19 in Bal Harbour, FL, places organized labor firmly 
against leg ig lated workplace smoking restrictions, and against 
discrimination against  smokers. 

Because dissention from j us t  one major  union would have tabled 
the resolution, it g ives  our supporters in the l abor  movement t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  say the  statement represents the overwhelming 

, consensus of the AFL-CIO. 

S t a t e  federations of labor and c e n t r a l  labor bodies usually are . 
very reluctant to oppose the national AFL-CIO on issues such as 
these. S imi lar ly ,  th i s  resolution co-opts the national 
headquarters of most unions from supporting the anti-smoking 

L "  

position. Labor-supparfed groups (senior citizen and c i t i z e n  . .A ,-. 
action ~rganizatlons) also could be in£ luenced by t h i s  statement, : ;: :>*.+ 
yet it must be used judiciausly. , ., 
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F i e l d  staff and legislative counsel who are perceived as I 
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pro-bus iness should work through labor/ l i b e r a l  contacrs t o  - . , .>. - , 

commusi~ate thls statement to s c a t e  chapters and local unions. ,' ' 

Where t h e  statement is included in testimony, t ha t  testimony 
should be from a labor union or from a person who is perceived t o  . 
be representing Labor's concerns. 

b, Please l e t  us kno~t  i f  you have any questions. M A 
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CC: Susan M. Stuntz %I 
Sta te  Activities staff d - . , ?  


