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Students vote in favor of
divestment referendum
The student body voted
yesterday in favor of a referendum to divest its endowment from fossil fuel companies, granted that divestment would not adversely
affect the university’s status
financially.
	In order for the vote to be
considered valid and binding,
it needed to win a majority
of the votes cast and at least
a sixth of the student body
needed to vote yes.
	According to Elections
Commission (ECOM) Public

Relations
Chair
Paige
Newman, 1,588 students, or
29.5 percent of the student
population, voted. Seventyfour percent of those students — 1,151 individuals
— voted in favor of the referendum, while 26 percent, or
413 students, were opposed.
Twenty-four students voted
to abstain.

—by Abigail Feldman

Theta Chi experiences
house fire
by

Abigail Feldman

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts University Police
Department ( TUPD) and the
Somerville Fire Department
responded yesterday to a fire
at the Theta Chi fraternity
house on 100 Packard Ave.
The fire, which is believed
to have originated from a
small window fan, began in
a third floor bedroom. No
injuries were reported.

Somerville Fire Chief Kevin
Kelleher explained that the
Somerville Fire Department
received an emergency call
from TUPD at 2:38 p.m. and
immediately sent a first
round of dispatchers to the
scene.
“The fire company proceeded there and encountered a smoke condition
with the sprinklers operating
see FIRE, page 2

Students and speakers share their
coming out experiences

MCT

University employees can now benefit from up to 20 days of in-home child and adult care each year.

Faculty receive new care benefits
by

Alexa Horwitz

Daily Editorial Board

As of the start of this academic
year, university employees have
access to up to 20 days of inhome child and adult care each
calendar year.
According to former co-chair

for the Tufts Arts, Sciences and
Engineering Work/Life Balance
Task Force Elizabeth Remick, the
new benefit will help employees manage the complex task of
balancing work and life and will
serve as a safety net in unforeseen family circumstances. The
new benefit is provided through

a partnership with Care.com
Back Up Care, a Waltham, Mass.
based caregiver service.
Remick stated that when
female employees were asked
what
institutional
change
could help them get their jobs
see CARE, page 2

Author Andrea Köhler explores
the significance of waiting
by Yan

Zhao

Contributing Writer

Elizabeth Billings for the Tufts Daily

Tufts Queer Straight Alliance (QSA) held a rally in celebration of National
Coming Out Day yesterday on the lower patio of the Mayer Campus
Center. After hearing from a series of invited speakers, students were
welcome to share their own coming out stories in front of an audience.

Andrea Köhler, author of “The
Waiting Game: An Essay on the
Gift of Time,” spoke about her
book yesterday at the Center for
the Humanities at Tufts (CHAT)
Fung House.
Yoon
Choi,
a
Mellon
Postdoctoral Fellow in philosophy, opened the event with an
introduction of Köhler and her
husband.
Köhler began with a general
definition of “waiting”.
“Waiting is an imposition,” she
said. “Yet only waiting in its manifold guises affords us an embodied sense of time and its promises. We wait for spring and the
jackpot, for the food, for an offer,
for the one, and Godot Idleness,
byways detours, and boredom —
waiting is the page in the books
of planned hours that needs to
be filled. With luck, its reward will
be freedom.”
Köhler next remarked on the
intense emotions associated
with waiting in terms of lovers.
Waiting, she said, is associated
with vulnerability, longing and
even mad desire.
“According to French philosopher Roland Barthes, the lover
is always ‘the one waiting,’ the

Inside this issue

see KÖHLER, page 2

christie wu for the Tufts Daily

The Center for the Humanities at Tufts (CHAT) hosted author Andrea
Köhler, writer of ‘The Waiting Game: An Essay on the Gift of Time,’ in the
Fung House yesterday afternoon.
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Cohen Auditorium opens after summer overhaul
Cohen Auditorium, the largest formal
auditorium and lecture hall on campus, reopened this week after a major renovation
project that began this past summer.
The auditorium, located in the
Aidekman Arts Center, returned to
functionality in time for Parents and
Family Weekend on Oct. 5 with upgraded technical and accessibility features,
along with structural and mechanical
improvments, according to Director of
Project Administration Rudi Pizzi.
	Renovations include safety upgrades
for overhead lighting; access to the
stage via a new wheelchair lift; energy-efficient, sustainable lighting and
mechanical systems; more comfortable
seats; side-walls lined with electrical
sockets for students to charge electronic devices and new audiovisual (A/V)
equipment, Pizzi said.
“While not visually apparent, Cohen
Auditorium [also] has a new roof and
mechanical ventilation equipment,”
Pizzi added.
In the past, the auditorium has
often served to hold large introduction
classes for economics and astronomy.
Many of the renovations are intended to make Cohen more “classroomfriendly,” Director of Facilities Services
Bob Burns said.
“One of the major goals was to make
it more versatile in that different types
of classes can be conducted there,
and to improve the teaching capability of instructors,” Burns said. “The
new A/V system is a major technical
improvement and will benefit teach-

Courtesy Annie Levine

Cohen Auditorium in the Aidekman Arts Center, which closed this summer for a major
construction project, re-opened this week for Parents and Family Weekend.
ing by allowing clearer projection of
images, sound transmission and faculty
interaction with students.”

The project was difficult to complete
within the summer allotted for construction, according to Pizzi.

Köhler argues that waiting is the gift of time
KÖHLER

continued from page 1

one who can’t afford to be late,” she said.
“The lover’s punctuality betrays his weakness. And in case the other is indeed late,
the roles are clearly assigned, for the time
being anyway. The one waiting is by definition the one who loves more.”
Köhler spoke about how waiting affects
our daily lives and subtly delivers important lessons. Even in the mundane instance
of being put on hold during a call, there is
always uncertainty about whether or not
someone will eventually pick up.
“French critic Maurice Blanchot once
spoke of the sheer suspense of waiting
coupled with the blissful disappointment

of waiting — which might suggest that
the experience of waiting holds valuable
lessons for both our fears and out hopes,”
she said.
There is also, however, a painful aspect
of waiting when it is coupled with feelings
of shame and helplessness, Köhler said.
“Waiting is impotence, and the fact that
we might not be able to get out of this
predicament on our own is a humiliation
that skews our perception of the world as
a whole — which is why the one waiting
often feels that he has been wronged, that
he is being penalized for no reason,” she
said. “The passivity of waiting, the sense of
condemnation that often goes along with
it, can almost feel like corporal punish-

ment, being both shameful and painful.”
Waiting is also often associated with illness. At these moments, she said, waiting
is especially aggravating.
“Where waiting is accompanied by pain
— as in the emergency room, for instance
— it shows its true feral nature,” Köhler
said. “When we anxiously hope for pain
relief, the power others have over us is
revealed in the most brutal way. If there
was angel of waiting, he would surely be
an anesthesiologist.”
In contrast to the dismal experience
waiting creates, “biding our time,” Köhler
said, is an expression of optimism.
“Biding our time in anxious expectation
rather than jumping the gun also harbors

Employees receive in-home child care
CARE

continued from page 1

done, backup childcare was the
response she heard most.
“A lot of employees noted that
when their children were sick
and they weren’t able to come
to Tufts to teach a class, it wasn’t
always possible to find backup
help at the last minute, and they
would consequently have no
other options but to cancel their
lecture,” Remick said.
With the new program —
known as Parents in a Pinch — in
place, employees will have some-

one to call at the last minute,
Remick said.
In order to choose which care
provider they would use, the university underwent a formal request for
proposal (RFP), Remick explained.
Services provided by Care.com
seemed superior to those of their
competitors, she said.
“Care.com is an organization
that a number of similar colleges
and universities are using, and it
has very positive reviews,” she said.
Director of the Benefits and
Human Resources Service Center
Ann Mackenzie said that one of

“With a very tight schedule between
May and September, there were many
long days and weekends put in by workers throughout the project,” she said.
Pizzi spoke to the challenges of maintaining a tight schedule while making
heavy use of “long-lead items,” like
seats, lights and mechanical equipment, which take a long time to acquire
and implement.
“It was difficult approving shop drawings and negotiating fast-ships on these
items,” he said.
Pizzi appreciated the efforts of project
leaders in keeping the project on track
while dealing with eight separate contractors. He mentioned that architectural firm Leers Weinzaphel Associates
and RDK Engineers, a mechanical and
electrical engineering group, aided during construction.
	According to Pizzi, meetings to
plan the renovation, led by Director
of University Space Management and
Planning Lois Stanley, began in February
2012. The Board of Trustees issued final
approval in May 2013.
Prior to being renovated this summer,
Cohen Auditorium had not been renovated since 1987. Pizzi said he believes
the completed auditorium will serve the
Tufts community well.
“Cohen Auditorium will support
teaching, events and people much better than before this project,” Pizzi said.

the best parts of Care.com Back
Up Care is that it does not focus
solely on childcare, but also provides adult care for employee’s
personal needs.
This added elder and adult care
is especially significant for Tufts
employees, Mackenzie explained.
Of the 187 faculty members in both
the School of Arts and Sciences
and the School of Engineering
who responded to a Higher
Education Research Institute survey, 26 percent reported that they
experience stress related to elder
or adult care issues.

—by Timothy Jones

the promise of happiness,” she said. “It’s
the real manifestation of hope.”
According to Köhler, we all possess an
incorrigible animal obstinacy when we
wait. Though waiting is both pleasant and
uncomfortable at times, she said, it is in
many ways a “gift of time” — which is the
thesis of her book.
“The delay between wish and wish fulfillment is an essential part of our condition,” she said. “Every time our wishes are
granted too easily or quickly, a vengeful
God exacts his due. We forfeit the rewards
of patience. Caerus, the lucky moment,
presupposes waiting — the gift of time —
excruciatingly long sometimes, and sometimes blissfully wasted, but always a gift.”

“If any employee needs help
caring for an elderly parent or
helping their sick spouse or
partner, they can use this service to get help,” Mackenzie
said. “We can also call Care.
com to take care of ourselves.
If I had surgery, for example,
and wasn’t able to take care
of myself, the company would
send someone to help me until
I was recovered.”
Mackenzie explained that
the university began advertising the new benefit in August
— first through an email and

Brothers hope to return to house before Homecoming
FIRE

continued from page 1

and requested additional assistance,”
Kelleher told the Daily.
After managing the flames, the last
firemen left the site at 3:55 p.m. During
this time, the university sent out a public safety notice, through email, to the
student body.
Theta Chi Chapter President Alex
Kolodner, who witnessed the flames,
explained that it was his job as leader
to clear the house when the first alarm
went off. After finding that the alarm
was tripped on the third floor, he went
up to investigate, he said.
“When I arrived on the third floor
and saw the fire, I took off my jacket
and beat the fire out,” Kolodner, a
senior, said. “I had to leave because the
smoke was too dense.”
At that point, Kolodner had thought

the fire was out, he said, but in fact the
heat had smoldered under the mattress. By the time firemen arrived on
the scene the flames had returned.
Unfortunately, Kolodner said, the
belongings of the brother who lived in
the room sustained significant damage.
“The room is not looking good right
now,” Kolodner said.
The damage, however, was not limited to the third floor room where
the fire began. Water damage to the
second floor rooms resulted from the
firefighters’ efforts to put out the
flames.
Brothers are restricted from reentering
the house for 24 hours, Kolodner said.
Kelleher explained that both the
building and electrical inspectors of
the City of Somerville arrived at the
home to assess the building. After he
and the other inspectors make their

assessment of the fire’s cause, fraternity members will be reimbursed accordingly for their lost property.
In light of Homecoming events this
weekend, the brothers just want to
return to the house, Kolodner said.
“Obviously returning to our house is
very important to a lot of us both as a
social thing and as a living situation,”
he said.
Kolodner said he was very grateful
to the Always Ready to Serve (ARS)
Restoration Specialists working to
remove damaged insulation and wiring from the walls within the next 48 to
72 hours.
“These guys in the ARS, they are very
fast,” he said. “They are very good. The
house is basically going to be gutted.”
Kolodner said he was also grateful to
TUPD and the fire department members who stood by and managed the

more recently through a postcard
outlining the services. Although
the added benefit is less than
a semester old, both Remick
and Mackenzie noted that it has
already been used extensively.
The cost for childcare is $15 per
hour and the adult care rate is
$16 per hour.
Remick was glad that the inhome care was finally available.
“This service to provide for our
employees has been talked about
for a number of years, and it
has always been a goal of ours,”
Remick said.

flames.
“[They] were joking about it while
we were outside,” he said. “They’re
very funny, they’re full of character.”
While Kolodner said the house fire is
certainly a misfortune for the brothers,
he believes it will only bring the chapter closer together.
“These challenges allow our fraternity to become stronger,” he said. “They
allow us to overcome.”
Kolodner added that he hoped the
fire would not define the fraternity, but that they instead would be
defined by their philanthropy events
and engagement in the Tufts community. At the same time, he is glad to be
in such a unified relationship with his
housemates.
“This allows us an opportunity to
really pull together as a brotherhood
and show that we can recover,” he said.
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‘We Are Tufts’ campaign aims to dispel
myths about drinking
by

Lily Sieradzki | Media Junkie

Natalia Kastenberg
Contributing Writer

Blaring headlines from popular media
outlets like The Boston Globe and My Fox
Boston of Fox News that came out last spring
with scathing titles such as, “Tufts students
reprimanded over behavior at Boston hotel”
and, “Tufts students accused of trashing
hotel,” have served as an impetus for change
here at Tufts.
Sophomore Raasika Gaugler said that
there was room for improvement in the way
Tufts runs its events that are commonly associated with drinking.
“Unless they change the format, I don’t
think anything will change,” Gaugler said.
This year has already seen the introduction of Fall Gala following the cancellation of
Fall Ball. In addition to restructured school
events, the creation of the “We Are Tufts”
campaign that features posters around campus has embodied an evolving mentality on
campus in regards to alcohol and drugs.
Last year, Health Education and
Prevention Specialist Beth Farrow, Director
of Alcohol and Health Education Ian Wong
and a group of students affiliated with
Tufts Community Union Senate started
the campaign with the hopes of disproving the commonly held notion that alcohol is an essential part of college culture.
While surveying students, Wong said he
noticed an interesting paradox between
what students believed and what actually
held true based on survey findings.
“We ask students what percentage of
students do not drink on campus and
they’ll say one percent, but when asked do
you drink they’ll say, ‘Yeah, I don’t drink,’”
Wong said. “People who don’t drink think
they’re the only ones who don’t. That’s
what we are trying to change with these
campaigns, saying around 20 to 30 percent of students don’t drink at all.”
The campaign posters around campus
tote statistics that 93 percent of students
do not let alcohol affect their academics, as
well as that the majority of Tufts students
limit their alcohol intake or choose not
to drink. Wong said the data comes from
the social norms survey taken by students
online every other year — most recently
in 2013. The norms survey is sent out to a
random selection of about 1,000 students.
According to Wong, the survey uses what
the Boston University (BU) School of Public
Health presents as the Social Norms Theory
— how misconceptions of peers’ thoughts
and actions compel one’s own behavior.
Social norms campaigns are a prevention
strategy implemented to influence interpersonal processes, according to a study entitled, “A Typology for Campus-Based Alcohol
Prevention: Moving toward Environmental
Management Strategies,” conducted in part
by the BU School of Public Health. One of
the hypotheses presented therein is that misperceptions guide normative expectations of
alcohol use, which in turn drive actual use.
Though the “We Are Tufts” campaign uses
gripping facts and powerful posters to act as a
prevention strategy for students, its effectiveness is still being determined on campus.
Gaugler, however, is not optimistic
about the “We Are Tufts” campaign’s influence, especially for those students who
already choose not to drink.
“I don’t think necessarily seeing a poster
will change how students feel about drugs
and alcohol,” she said. “It depends if they
just feel comfortable not drinking. But if
you are fine with not drinking, then seeing
the poster won’t matter.”
Tufts Emergency Medical Services
(TEMS) Director of Training Ayal Pierce,
however, believes that the “We Are Tufts”
campaign is promising.
“Having facts that make people not feel
like outsiders is really important, especially people who just came to college,”
Pierce, a junior, said.
Gaugler thought that some students
may feel uncomfortable no matter what
an ad campaign exposes.
“I don’t know if [the posters] make people feel better,” she said. “Just because you

Kyra Sturgill / the Tufts Daily

The ad campaign created by health education administrators and students aims to moderate campus drinking.
know the facts, it may not make you feel
more comfortable if your friends still
drink anyway.”
According to Pierce, though, seeing the
posters around campus will help students, especially first years, realize that it’s
okay and even normal to not drink.
“They’re not one of the one percent,” he
said. “There’s around a third of [students]
who don’t like drinking, who don’t enjoy it
[and] who don’t want to binge drink until
they’re throwing up in the bathroom.”
A little over a month into the semester,
both students and faculty have looked
back on the transformed Fall Ball with
mostly positive reactions.
“I really liked [Fall Gala], personally,”
Gaugler said. “Fall Ball was usually just
a bunch of sweaty people in a room, but
Fall Gala was nice because it had good
music, fireworks and a photobooth.”
Wong agreed and thought that the
event was innovative.
“I think the Fall Gala was a success in
many ways,” he said. “If we look at the numbers, there were less transports and alcohol
problems at night than the year before ...
[and] it seemed more like a welcome back
for the whole campus. It had a different feel
with the inclusion of the fireworks and the
president’s attendance.”
EchoingWong’s remarks, TEMS Executive
Director Paul Pemberton sees the changes

around campus as constructive ones.
“As far as total call numbers go, we
did better,” Pemberton, a senior, said.
“Whether it is actually less people drinking or less people calling us when they end
up drinking too much, it’s very difficult to
gauge, but I can for sure say that the call
numbers at the event itself were significantly lower. We got one call at the event
itself; Fall Ball was usually ten plus.”
Pierce added that part of Fall Gala’s
changes involved a structural difference.
“It is worth mentioning that Fall Gala
started much earlier and ended much
earlier,” Pierce said.
With Winter Bash not far off, the Tufts
community will be tested again, as the
school tries to put last year’s event firmly
in the past. Change, however, will not be
easily accomplished.
“It’s hard to put together a venue for
that many students,” Wong said. “That’s
really the complicated part. The problems
begin because, first thing, Gantcher is a
gym, it’s not really set up for big events
like [Winter Bash] and a lot of times
hotels aren’t set up for big dances.”
Gaugler said that attendees may be
a little more respectful at Winter Bash
because of recent developments.
“If anything people may be a little more
responsible this year because of what
happened last year,” she said.

Throwback Thursday

Tufts Daily Archives

A Tufts student poses with a comical sign at a financial aid rally in 1989.
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A case for
books (a
bookcase)

esterday I had one of those screen
days. I woke up, checked my texts
and email, went to class, checked
my Instagram, got home and got
on Facebook, went to Tisch and read online
PDFs for three hours with Spotify playing.
And then, to end my day, I watched an
episode of “The Wire” before bed. Wow,
did my eyes hurt.
Days like this are inevitable. We are all so
tied to our devices and our Internet, making
our social media available and increasingly
addictive. I’m admittedly at that point where
I can’t go more than a few hours without
checking my phone. The media I consume
the most, outside of readings for my classes,
is bite-sized: a Tweet, a photo, a headline, an
advertisement.
But you know what I miss? Reading books
— for fun. I do it as much as possible but
definitely not enough.
Way, way back in the ancient days of my
childhood, in the good old 90s, I literally
almost never looked at a screen except for
my allotted episode of Arthur every day. I
didn’t have a phone or a computer or play
any video games — instead, I read just
about everything I could get my hands on.
I was probably more bookish than a lot
of other kids my age. Okay, I read pretty
much every single book in the children’s
section of my local library. Yes, I was one
of those kids who walked around while
reading. My literature of choice? Fantasy of
course. Some favorites were Harry Potter
(DUH), the Redwall series, the Eragon series
and everything by Eva Ibbotson.
While my taste in books has changed
since then, I still try to read for pleasure. I’ve
found, though, that it’s pretty much incompatible with the college lifestyle. When you
have so much required reading to do, why
read on the side? And why spend your free
time reading, when that’s essentially the
same as doing homework?
Even as an English major where I am
often assigned novels, being required to
read certain numbers of pages within strict
time limits doesn’t feel the same as leisurely
picking up my book whenever I feel like
it. Especially when I know I’m going to
have to write a paper on it later, nitpicking
through all the important themes and analyzing underlying messages about race and
gender, etc. Even though I’ve read incredibly
interesting literature that I never would have
read otherwise, it is still work.
So I’m here today to tell you all to read
for yourselves, what you want, when you
want to, if you want to. It’s difficult to take
the time, but worth it. Why? Well for me,
literature is one of the most profound forms
of media out there. Reading a good book
makes you think and reflect on yourself and
society, as well as making you laugh, cry, get
confused or all of the above.
It’s long term — you become invested in
the characters as they change and develop
and feel like you really know them. You
become fully part of this fabricated world
imagined just for you and gain the freedom
to dream and elaborate within that. You can
consume literature that is beautiful, that
you connect with on some different, deep
level than just the rote intellectual questioning that is a part of a liberal arts education.
Reading for pleasure is an escape, a refreshing change of pace from our hyper busy and
screen-centered lives.
I’ll wrap up my preaching now, but for
those who don’t know where to start, here
are a few suggestions. “The View from
Saturday” by E.L. Konigsburg is a young
adult novel, but one of my all-time favorites.
“The Elegance of the Hedgehog” by Muriel
Barbery and “Suite Française” by Irene
Nemirovsky are both beautifully written,
touching portrayal of many separate lives
intersecting. And then, of course, there’s
always “Twilight.”
Lily Sieradzki is a junior majoring
in English. She can be reached at Lily.
Sieradzki@tufts.edu.
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You are cordially invited to
Tufts Dining’s Annual

STATION HOUSE CHILI FEST
At Carmichael Dining Center, Tufts University

Wednesday, October 16, 2013
Anytime between 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Tufts Dining welcomes YOU, the Medford & Somerville
Police, Firefighters & EMS teams
Come have lunch with us
so we can serve those of you who serve us
Join us as we honor your bravery, dedication
and outstanding efforts to keep our community safe!

MENU
5 Fire House Style Chilis
Station House Pizzas
Mini Sliders & Wrap Sandwiches
Bourbon Glazed Chicken Thighs
Chicken & Penne in Cajun Cream Sauce
Meatballs in Bullseye BBQ Sauce
Felony & Smokin’ Fries
Blue Light Sandwich Bar
Special Themed Dessert

Thursday, October 10, 2013
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Dan O’Leary for the Tufts Daily

The crowd at San Siro created a massive ‘Our Love Is Real’ sign moments before Springsteen took the stage.

by

Dan O’Leary

Daily Editorial Board

I

t was a bit before 8 p.m. on a warm
weekday in Milan this past June, and
the sun was still shining brightly as
fans worked their way inside the city’s
famed San Siro soccer stadium. As the
stadium filled to near capacity, the atmosphere inside was simply electric: that night
was not just a concert but an event. And
like the flick of a switch, as strains of the
epic walk-on song began to blare from the
speakers, the 55,000-strong audience was
whipped into a frenzy. Hundreds of small
Italian flags were waving on the floor, while
the crowd’s cheering rose to a fever pitch. In
the stands, thousands of fans created a massive sign that spelled the phrase “Our Love Is
Real” in the Italian colors. So just what exactly was the cause for all this commotion?
Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band.
Yes, that Bruce — the American rock icon
who reached massive levels of success with
his 1984 album “Born in the USA.” Beyond
that commercial peak, Springsteen is known
for writing character-driven songs that
often explore political and class struggles
in America, like on “Darkness on the Edge
of Town” (1978) or “Nebraska” (1982), making him a sort of icon for the working class.
Though some of his most successful albums
are approaching 30 years old, Springsteen is
anything but washed up. In fact, he has actually experienced a late-career surge in popularity since the early 2000s thanks to a series
of strong new releases, and continues to be
a major touring force in North America. That
Springsteen is extremely popular in certain
parts of America certainly isn’t surprising;
his shows in arenas and stadiums across the
country continue to sell out to this day.
But what may be surprising to some is
that, despite his fairly prominent association with American issues and imagery,
Springsteen is incredibly popular throughout much of Western Europe. What may
have once been seen as a secondary touring market for Springsteen is now considered one of his major markets, alongside
the U.S. Obviously, this is all relative. As in
America, it would be a gross generalization
to say Springsteen is popular everywhere in
Europe — certain cities and countries inevitably welcome him more enthusiastically
than others.
But even by simply defining “popular” in terms of number of tickets sold,
it’s truly an impressive number. Back in
2008, Springsteen sold out two nights at
Barcelona’s massive Camp Nou stadium,
performing in front of a combined total of
over 140,000 fans. Just this year, he played

to another sold-out crowd of over 70,000 at
London’s Wembley Stadium. And even more
impressive, Springsteen played to well over
a quarter of a million Swedish fans in five
sold-out shows on his latest “Wrecking Ball”
tour. The numbers continue to tell similar
stories of Springsteen’s massive attendance
figures in other countries.
Yet all of this might beg the question, “So
what?” Why is it of any particular importance to talk about the overseas reception of an American rock star? Examining
Springsteen’s status abroad actually brings
two interesting questions to the forefront.
One interesting aspect of this sustained
popularity is the considerable contingent of
fans who attend multiple shows during each
tour. Plenty of music fans see their favorite
groups in concert, but what leads someone
to see multiple shows by the same artist and
even follow a tour around? Moreover, why
is an artist with such a strong connection
to America — perhaps more so than any
other American artist performing overseas
— so popular in foreign countries? While
the latter question will be discussed in next
week’s Weekender, today’s installment will
investigate the phenomenon of fandom and
explore what exactly makes someone a “diehard” fan.
Fans seeing multiple concerts and following an artist on tour is definitely not a
new concept. Dating all the way back to the
Grateful Dead in the 60’s and 70’s, and continuing through modern times with bands
like Dave Matthews Band and Phish, certain groups have developed a fan culture in
which supporters buy tickets for numerous
shows and travel to see the band in various cities. But then how does Springsteen,
whose shows usually contain little of the
improvisation and “jamming” that typically
attracts so many followers, lend itself to this
kind of cult culture?
One immediate answer is his variety of
setlists. While roughly a third of the show
remains the same from night to night on
tour, decades’ worth of experience with the
E Street Band allows Springsteen to take
song requests nightly and rotate in a large
portion of his catalog. Just on his recently
concluded “Wrecking Ball” tour, Springsteen
played a total of 225 unique songs over the
course of 18 months.
Beyond the diversity of Springsteen’s performances, each individual has their own
personal reasons as to why they transitioned
into a “die-hard” fan. However, certain patterns do emerge. Some are converted after
seeing one show, while other fans are intent
on seeing multiple performances from the
start. Swedish fan Samuel Persson explained
that he first saw Springsteen when he
attended all three nights of his 2009 concerts

‘Our love is real’:

an American icon in Europe

A look at Bruce Springsteen and fan culture

in Stockholm. According to Persson, the
quality of Springsteen’s live recordings was
evidence enough for him to know he would
enjoy all three nights.
“I was already a pretty big fan so I knew
that I would enjoy it that much — there was
no risk involved in buying tickets for the
shows,” Persson said. “I knew I wouldn’t be
disappointed. I was a big fan of Iron Maiden,
[and] I had already been in that crazy thinking of going to multiple shows, so it wasn’t a
strange thing [for me] to do.”
A similar sentiment was echoed by Italian
fan Paolo Ferraresi, who also wanted to see
multiple concerts out of sheer enjoyment of
Springsteen’s music.
“The music made it for me. I started to
love Bruce the very first moment I listened
to the first song of “The River” back in 1982.
I simply said to myself, this guy is a genius,”
Ferraresi said.
Dona Velluti, an Italian fan living in the
U.K., attributes some of Springsteen’s appeal
to an indiscernible quality that only those
who attend his shows would understand.
“Even through the scripted bits, there’s
something that comes through in his concerts that doesn’t come through in anybody
else’s ... there’s something else that I don’t
think can be defined ... but it makes a difference, and nobody else has it,” she said.
Persson also noted that cheap travel costs
and the relative ease of traveling within
the E.U. can make fans more inclined to
cross national borders to follow a tour. A
random sampling at Wembley Stadium in
June showed fans from Denmark, Finland,
Norway, Ireland, Spain and Italy. Many
Springsteen aficionados, like French fan
Fabrice Szabo, use his shows as an opportunity to explore new cities — Szabo now
travels to Springsteen shows in cities that he
has always wanted to visit.
While there are sizable communities of die-hard, multiple-show-attending Springsteen fans on both sides of the
Atlantic, the European community has one
element that is different from here in the U.S.
— queues. While admission to the standing
area in front of the stage is determined by
a lottery system in America, Europe functions on a first-come-first-serve basis for

Springsteen shows. This leads to fans lining up days in advance for shows (Swedish
shows this year had a queue beginning six
days in advance). But the interesting part of
this system is that it doesn’t require camping. Rather, self-appointed organizers hand
out numbers to fans based on when they
enter the line. They then hold roll calls four
to five times a day to have fans check back
in until the day of the show, when fans
will stay in line the entire day. It’s a lengthy
process, but what is incredible is that this
entirely fan-run system (usually) is adopted
by venue staff without issue.
Many fans claim that these queues
help foster a sense of community among
Springsteen fans, as they pass the hours
in line trading stories, comparing shows
and bonding over a common interest.
Oftentimes this community leads to longlasting friendships; Ferraresi pointed out
that he meets up with Springsteen friends in
between tours. In fact, he even met his wife
thanks to a shared bond over Springsteen.
Velluti also agrees that the queue environment is particularly conducive to meeting
fellow fans.
“You have a lot of time, and if you’re lucky
and find nice people, it’s actually very nice.
I miss it ... I met some nice people I keep in
touch with now,” she said.
This sense of community was very
noticeable back at San Siro in June. The
atmosphere and crowd’s reaction felt like
a unifying factor for the audience, with
the massive “Our Love Is Real” sign — a
play on the line “I want to know if love is
real” from “Born to Run” (1975) — helping
make the evening particularly special. The
palpable emotion from the crowd was still
very much present, and an appreciative
Springsteen seemed visibly moved by the
display as he walked on stage.
When Springsteen announced later during the concert that he would perform “Born
in the U.S.A.” in its entirety, the crowd went
wild, screaming with delight. But one had
to wonder why an album focusing on such
American themes was so well received by a
foreign audience? And how exactly do those
issues and images translate across the different cultures? This will be explored next week
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What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
Francisco Mela’s Cuban Safari: New Yorkbased jazz drummer Francisco Mela will be
performing at Tufts this weekend, leading
a four-person ensemble in his latest project, “Cuban Safari.” The band incorporates
influences from artists who have inspired
Mela, including Irakere, Miles Davis’ fusion
group, and Weather Report. (Friday at 8
p.m. in Distler Performance Hall. Tickets are
free with a Tufts ID; limit two per person.)

Terror-Thon: A Terrifying Journey
through Time and Space: Just in time for
Halloween, the Somerville Theatre is hosting a horror and thriller movie marathon
this weekend featuring all 35 mm archival
prints. The marathon will include films like
“Planet of the Apes” (1968), “The Invisible
Man” (1933), “West World” (1973) and
more. (Saturday from 12 p.m. to 12 a.m.
at the Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Square,
Somerville. Tickets are $35 for the whole
marathon and can be purchased at www.
somervilletheatreonline.com.)

The Weeknd: The Weeknd is bringing
his tour promoting his latest album “Kiss
Land” to Boston, with two shows at the
Orpheum Theatre this weekend. Banks and
Anna Lunoe will be featured as supporting
acts for both concerts. (Tonight and Friday
at 8:30 p.m. at the Orpheum Theatre, 1
Hamilton Place, Boston. Tickets range from
$33.50 to $48 and can be purchased on
ticketmaster.com.
Community Concert Series: Proclaiming
Pan: This weekend, flutist Elizabeth

Erenberg will present a unique concert
experience that combines music, literature
and theater to portray stories of Greek
mythology. The performance will include
Debussy’s “The Afternoon of a Faun,” “La
Flute de Pan” by Jules Mouquet and “Nine
Muses” by Nell Shaw Cohen, as well as
performers from the Department of Classics
and Department of Drama and Dance.
(Sunday at 3 p.m. in Distler Performance
Hall. Admission is free.)
—compiled by Dan O’Leary

Concert Review

Despite celebrity cameos, Deltron 3030’s return disappoints
by

Christopher Garcia
Contributing Writer

When the music trio comprised
of Oakland rapper Del the Funky
Homosapien, San Francisco-based pro-

Deltron Event II
Deltron 3030
Bulk Recordings
ducer Dan the Automator and mix master
Kid Koala first released their eponymous
album “Deltron 3030” back in 2000, the
hip-hop supergroup received high praise.
Their debut album helped pave the way
for alternative hip-hop groups and musicians looking to expand their horizons
beyond typical samples and themes.
Inspired by musicians like George Clinton
and Sun Ra — both pioneers of futurism
and funk — the three giants of Deltron
3030 sought to create a rap opera, blending a sci-fi story with elements from classical music, jazz, trip hop and funk. The
group wanted to go beyond the musical
limits of a regular record by presenting a
stylistic concept album.
Since the release of “Deltron 3030,” 13
long years have come and gone. The styles
that were originally fused together to create
the space-rap sound of the group have since
been discussed, explored, used and reused,
not just by the original progenitors of Deltron
3030, but also by other artists. Trip hop, in
particular — one of Deltron 3030’s major
influences — has suffered a massive decline.
In short, it seems as if the very area that
Deltron 3030 helped to pioneer has retreated
into obscurity. And from this point, Deltron
3030 has launched the sequel to its original
project, “Deltron Event II.”
The world described in “Deltron Event
II” is much darker than that of the first
album, though it takes place in the same
universe. Just as a decade has passed since
release of the original album, 10 years
have gone by in the world created by
Deltron 3030 — their most recent venture
takes place in the year 3040. The future
world has collapsed. Where there once
were mighty civilizations, only rubble
remains, populated by renegades and outlaws. But amidst all this destruction, there

Philip Cosores via Flickr Creative Commons

‘Deltron Event II’ features many celebrity cameos, though they do not elevate the new album to the status of its predecessor.
is one light, one source of hope: characters
Deltron Zero and Automator — portrayed
by Del the Funky Homosapien and Dan the
Automator, within this fictional universe.
The scene is set during the introduction of
the album opener, “Stardate,” with Joseph
Gordon-Levitt (he appears for a cameo)
narrating, “Then, when all seemed to be
lost, a small glimmer of light appeared in
the distance. Could it be ... back from the
great beyond ... It’s the return of Deltron
Zero and Automator.”
However, “Deltron Event II” fails to live
up to the hype that Dan and Del build for
themselves. Instead, the album is hindered
by its own refusal to expand its repertoire. “Deltron Event II” sounds a lot like

“Deltron 3030.” But while “Deltron 3030”
innovated, “Deltron Event II” rests upon
the previous album’s laurels — like Jay-Z in
“Magna Carta ... Holy Grail” — and contributes little to the conversation regarding the
future of genres such as turntabilism and
trip-hop. In short, “Deltron Event II” has
lost the originality and freshness that made
its predecessor so great in the first place.
This is not to say that “Deltron Event II”
does not have its share of diamonds in the
rough. Of particular interest are the second
and third tracks, “The Return” and “Pay the
Price,” and the rather engaging “Melding of
the Minds” — a collaboration with Zach de
la Rocha from Rage Against the Machine.
Nevertheless, the rest of the album is easily

forgettable. Despite appearances by The
Lonely Island, David Cross and, curiously
enough, David Chang — the head chef and
founder of the Momofuku restaurant group
— the skits in the album aren’t worth listening to. “Deltron Event II” is adequate at
best, featuring an almost excessive number
of outside contributors. There is little, however, the star-studded cast can do to inspire
the album into greatness: at the very core
the spark is missing from its production.
Timing may not have been good for Dan
the Automator, Del the Funky Homosapien
and Kid Koala. Though the trio still have
the ability to produce great symphonic
beats and lay down verbose lyrics, they
weren’t able to pull it off this time around.

Artsy nugget of the week

Jack is back: ‘24’ to return to the silver screen

Philip Cosores via Flickr Creative Commons

Deltron 3030’s return to the music scene does not live up to expectations.

The clock is ticking: The countdown to
the return of acclaimed Fox series “24”
(2001-2010) has begun. The network
recently revealed more details about its
plans to air 12 brand new episodes of
the show, dubbed “24: Live Another
Day” next year.
The mini-series will feature Kiefer
Sutherland reprising his role as legendary federal agent Jack Bauer. The
central premise — Bauer is a devoted,
yet defiant government agent serving
the United States’ Counter Terrorism
Unit (CTU) — continues as the show
follows Bauer on another mission, this
time in London.
“We’ve shot in New York, Washington,
Los Angeles and Cape Town — but now
we’re in London and Jack’s loose on
the streets of Europe, hunted by and
hunting bad guys,” co-showrunner and
executive producer Manny Coto said in
Fox press release.
Though the setting will be different,

some cast members will remain the same
— most notably, Mary Lynn Rajskub,
will return to play Bauer’s ornery and
socially awkward, yet unfalteringly loyal,
coworker Chloe O’Brian.
“24,” which originally premiered in
2001 and aired for eight seasons, has
garnered 73 Emmy nominations and
won Outstanding Drama Series in 2006.
The show was canceled in 2010 amidst
ballooning budgets and declining ratings due to a shortage of fresh scenarios — after all, viewers wondered,
how realistic was it for Bauer to have
heart-racing, near-death experiences in
almost every episode? Thankfully, fans
of “24” will have one more opportunity
to watch the beloved, rebellious Bauer
take on the terrorists once again in the
next few months.
Production will begin in January and
the series will air on Fox this summer.
—by Caroline Welch
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Susie Church | Food Fight

T

SWEET
Cupcakes
and
Kickass
Cupcakes

his week, I ventured off into the wonderful world of cupcakes. If you’re
anything like me, you may have spent
just a little too much time watching
“Cupcake Wars” in high school and get all
too excited by new, interesting cupcake recipes. I was eager to try two cupcake vendors
in our area that pride themselves on their
innovative flavors: SWEET Cupcakes and
Kickass Cupcakes.
Bloomberg via Flickr Creative Commons

Jesse Tyler Ferguson’s Mitchell gets engaged with a little help from Gloria (Sofia Vergara) in a poignant storyline from the season five premiere.

‘Modern Family’ returns with heartfelt premiere
by

Grace Tam

Contributing Writer

Wednesday nights are looking a little
brighter with the return of ABC’s “Modern
Family.” Fresh off of the its fourth con-

Modern Family
Starring Ed O’Neill, Sofia Vergara,
Julie Bowen, Eric Stonestreet

Airs Wednesdays at 9 p.m. on ABC
secutive Emmy win for Outstanding
Comedy Series, the sitcom returned on
Sept. 25 with two back-to-back episodes
for its fifth season premiere.
The first of the two episodes,
“Suddenly, Last Summer” brought the
viewers through the Pritchett clan’s chaotic summer and up to the fall. A true
highlight of the episode was Cam (Eric
Stonestreet) and Mitchell’s (Jesse Tyler
Ferguson) engagement story — finally
made possible after Proposition 8, which
barred same-sex marriage in California,
was overturned this past June. Like many
plotlines in the show, the proposal plans
were initially farcical and rife with misunderstandings. Both men planned on proposing to the other in elaborate, romantic
ways that could have ended in disaster
— who didn’t see that coming? But fitting
the mold of the show, the story ended up
being quite touching. The couple stopped
on the highway to change a flat tire and, in
a truly romantic moment, simultaneously
said, “Yes!” to each other.
While Mitch and Cam’s proposal could
have been horribly sappy, the chemistry
between them made the moment authentic and “aww”-worthy. The dynamic
between all of the cast members — both

romantic and familial — is one of the main
reasons to keep coming back to the show.
And the Emmy voters clearly agree.
“Modern Family” has won three
Emmys for Outstanding Supporting
Actor in a Comedy Series and Julie
Bowen, who plays Claire Dunphy, has
twice picked up a trophy for Outstanding
Supporting Actress in a Comedy Series.
Although this past season the show failed
to collect, for the first time ever, any acting Emmys in the supporting categories,
“Modern Family” still garnered five nominations — three for supporting actor
and two for supporting actress. It is rare
for all or almost all of a show’s principal
cast members to receive nominations,
but any fan of “Modern Family” can
easily understand why it is so critically
acclaimed. The cast creates an incredible
energy. If these first two episodes are any
indication of the comedy’s future, the
acting looks as strong as ever.
As always, the child actors, who have
improved noticeably over time, continue
to contribute to the strength of their
adult costars. Although Rico Rodriguez,
who plays Manny, and Nolan Gould,
as Luke, have seen their voices start
to change, they are consistently both
endearing and hilarious. The writers
have also finally starting using the rather
flat tone of Aubrey Anderson-Emmons,
who stars as Lily, to their advantage. A
highlight of “Suddenly, Last Summer”
was her exchange with Jay (Ed O’Neill),
who assures his granddaughter, “Oh
honey, no one ever leaves home and
never comes back.” Lily, who is adopted
from Vietnam, responds wryly, “I did.”
As the actors continue to deliver phenomenal performances, the writers will
have to be careful as the comedy enters
its fifth season. At this point in a sitcom’s
run, it is easy for a once funny and cre-

ative show to slip into a writing rut. While
part of the show’s appeal is the ridiculousness of the characters and the situations in which they put themselves, the
writers should be wary of overdosing on
this humor. “Modern Family” appeals to
audiences because it is relatable. Many
viewers have similarly struggled with
planning family vacations or dealt with
parents that never really grew up.
“Modern Family” is also easy to enjoy
because it succeeds without many longterm plotlines; a casual viewer could
easily start watching any episode with
little confusion. Fans should cross their
fingers that showrunners can keep coming up with everyday problems to blow
out of proportion, as “Modern Family” is
at its best in these moments. If the writers begin to incorporate dramatic and
unrealistic conflicts to keep the story
moving, “Modern Family” will lose its
simple, lighthearted structure.
The comedy’s writers also face the
potential problem of producing new
and original jokes that don’t feel forced.
Nobody likes to see beloved and quirky
characters become caricatures of themselves. Claire is a control-freak, Gloria
(Sofia Vergara) has a large Colombian
family — we’ve got it. Jokes about
Haley (Sarah Hyland) being sexually
active and Alex (Ariel Winter) studying
too much will only get so many more
laughs out of viewers. In order for the
show to progress successfully, the characters will have to see more development. Whether that will really work for
this sitcom is yet to be seen.
For now, “Modern Family” is still definitely worth watching and faithful fans are
praying that it will stay that way. The ball
is in the writers’ court. With any luck, they
will stay true to their characters while still
imbuing the sitcom with fresh material.

The Artsy Jumbo

Crafts Center manager Ferrari uses Halloween for inspiration
Melissa Ferrari, a fourth-year student in
the dual-degree program between Tufts
and the School of the Museum of Fine
Arts (SMFA), is sinking her teeth into the
arts scene on campus. This year, Ferrari
is a manager at the Crafts Center in the
basement of Lewis Hall, a role she took
on after living the Crafts House.
This semester, the Crafts Center is making a concerted effort to reach out to more
students, especially freshmen and the arts
community at Tufts, according to Ferrari.
“We’re sort of underground, and we
are trying to change that image,” she
said. “We’ve gotten new furniture and
want to continue to update the space.”
As manager, Ferrari helps “organize
people to clean, do inventory and order
supplies.” While these tasks occupy the
more logistical side of her job, she also
plans various workshops.
“There’s a soap-making one, and I’m
going to be doing a latex mask-making
workshop for Halloween,” she said.
This isn’t the only Halloween-themed
activity Ferrari is working on. She,
Resident Assistants (RAs), staff from the
Office of Residential Life and Learning

and Computer Science professors and
students are putting together a haunted
house in Lewis Hall.
“We’re weaving together robotics with
fine art techniques and actually bringing
it to life,” Ferrari said. “I never would
have thought about talking to a robotics
professor about my art before.”

Featuring different rooms — Ferrari
has promised creepy wax limbs and
babies — and presented in conjunction
with the Crafts Center, the haunted
house will open in Lewis Hall on the
evening of Oct. 31.
—by Lancy Downs

Price:
Flavor:
Ease:
Envir.:

SWEET
$3.25
8/10
The T
Chic, cozy

Kickass
$3.00
7/10
Davis
Takeout

Kickass Cupcakes is no stranger to many
Jumbos. Located on Highland Avenue just
on the edge of Davis Square, Kickass is a
small, casual establishment with little more
than a kitchen, a few cupcake racks and a
cashier counter. However, their thoughtful
flavors and creative name make up for their
lack of décor. From The Mojito (a vanilla
cupcake soaked in rum with lime frosting and fresh mint) to the limited edition
Caramel Apple (a cider cupcake baked with
apples and topped with vanilla buttercream
and caramel), their recipes bring the classic
and the unusual together to create a wide
variety of treats.
I decided on the Peanut Butter Cup cake
(also a limited edition) and the Banana
Cream (a daily special) and ran with cupcakes in hand to catch the Joey. Eating the
banana first, I noticed that though it was
very moist, it did not actually taste much
like banana. It wasn’t until the middle of the
cupcake, where a dollop of banana custard
lay hidden, that I got the full impact of the
flavor. Topped with heavy cream, this cupcake was an amalgamation of a very light
cake base with two very heavy ingredients.
While I was satisfied overall, I felt like the
banana flavor was a little lost between the
heavy cream and cake.
Next, I tried the Peanut Butter Cup ... cake
and was disappointed with its dryness. The
chocolate frosting was delightfully rich and
fresh — however, the cupcake as a whole fell
flat. The peanut butter-stuffed inside was
grainy and dry, lacking the gooey moistness
that fresh peanut butter should have, which
consequently left the entire cupcake seeming a bit stale.
Heading out to Harvard Square over
Parents’ Weekend was more of a nightmare than it ever should be, with the Joey
crowds and traffic between Tufts and Davis.
However, I eventually made it over to
SWEET and was greeted by a clean, white,
simplistic interior. “The Great Gatsby” was
playing on a flat-screen TV in the background and a brown and pink color scheme
lined the back wall. The cupcakes were
expertly organized at the counter by types
of cake and ingredients.
The flavors at SWEET were rebellious, as
well — French Toast and Maple Cranberry
were only two of some unconventional cupcake ideas. I chose two vastly different flavors: Pumpkin Pie and Caramel Brownie.
The Pumpkin Pie was wonderful — the cake
was perfectly light and fluffy with that little
bite of spice and a fresh, creamy frosting on
top. The Caramel Brownie was very dense
and a little dry at times, with a less creamy
frosting — its intense flavor would be great
for someone who enjoys a really rich, chocolate experience. The quality of these cupcakes was much higher than those at Kickass
and their flavors were more memorable.
While the ideas of both establishments
are creative and fun, SWEET ultimately takes
those interesting ideas and executes them
more masterfully. Kickass Cupcakes is surely
a solid option for anyone who’s short on
time and looking for a quick dessert, but
SWEET is worth visiting if you’re willing to
spend a little extra time for the kind of quality that I believe cupcakes deserve.
Susie Church is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. She can be reached at
Susannah.Church@tufts.edu.
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Editorial

Campaign offers insight into drinking culture

There has been buzz around the Hill
surrounding the posters plastered all
over campus presenting statistics about
the drinking habits of the Tufts student
body. The recently launched “We Are
Tufts” ad campaign, initiated by a group
of health administrators and undergraduates, explains that not all students
drink, and of those who do, very few let
alcohol affect them academically. The
posters have featured claims including,
“93% of students don’t let alcohol affect
their academics,” and, “the majority of
Tufts students limit their alcohol intake
or choose not to drink.” The campaign
delivers an important message: Students
don’t need to drink to have a good time
or because they see others doing so. It
also clarifies that, despite that students
may think drinking is a necessary weekend pastime, many students in fact do
not drink at all.
The campaign came into fruition at
an expedient time. In light of last year’s
Winter Bash and the success of this
year’s Fall Gala, alcohol abuse was and
continues to be an important issue on
campus. It is important that students

know that drinking is not the only facet
of Tufts’ social scene. Additionally,
statistics show that September and
October contain the most TEMS incidents of the academic year. The creators were wise in their decision to
launch the campaign in late August,
when incoming students first arrived
for orientation.
While the statistics featured in the
posters do speak to the good intentions
of the campaign, they are very ambiguous. Some students reacted with confusion, curious as to how the ‘93 percent’
statistic was determined and measured,
as well as what it actually means when
it says that students don’t allow alcohol
to affect their academics. Students also
may not think that the statistic accurately reflects the drinking culture on
the Hill. The campaign, however, serves
its purpose by causing students to stop,
read and discuss the posters. A campaign that provokes thought is successful in its own right.
Moreover, the tone of the campaign
inclines those on the receiving end to
welcome its message as constructive

rather than another attack on student
drinking habits.
Though beneficial to the Tufts community as is, the campaign could further increase its influence by identifying
a number of alcohol-free activities that
occur on the weekends. There is a preexisting club called “Another Option,”
which hosts a number of events for students who want to have fun without
alcohol. By publicizing these events, and
those of other groups on campus, the
posters could offer alternatives to drinking and partying that students might not
have previously known about.
The campaign should also consider meeting with orientation leaders before Orientation Week in future
years to encourage leaders to start a
dialogue with their freshmen about the
school’s drinking culture and to inform
them of the number of alcohol-free
options in which they can participate
on weekends.
Whether or not the people behind the
campaign choose to make any changes
or additions to it, “We Are Tufts” is a positive step in intracampus dialogue.
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Fiction (still) stands strong
by

Ross Fogg

PRODUCTION

The Emory Wheel

Production Director

How often do we hear the complaint
“there just isn’t any good fiction written
these days.” Usually this comes from old,
boring people and is (rightfully) followed
by lamenting the popularity of titles such
as “Fifty Shades of Grey,” “The Hunger
Games” and “Twilight.”
There are two faults with this approach.
The first is that people have complained
about a lack of good, contemporary fiction for
basically as long as fiction has been around.
When authors like Ernest Hemingway,
William Faulkner and John Steinbeck were
writing at the same time, people pined for
the days of Twain and Dickens. If one looked
at the year’s best-selling novels when any of
these authors were at their peak, there would
be a surprising amount of mass-produced
pulp fiction at the top.
The second problem with the idea that
there are not any good books of our time is
that, well, there is a lot of great fiction being
written right now.
Junot Díaz, whose “The Brief Wondrous
Life of Oscar Wao won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize
for Fiction, is arguably the most talented
and important writer currently publishing.
His short stories are distinctly American
with their approach to immigrant life in the
United States. D젺 has perhaps the most recognizable style of any contemporary author
with frequent second person narration,
swearing, humor and examination of failed
romantic relationships.
Likewise Philipp Meyer’s 2009 debut
novel “American Rust” takes place in an old

Elliot Philips

Emily Rourke
Adrian Lo
Emma Arnesty-Good
Jen Betts
Shoshanna Kahne
Daniel MacDonald
Montana Miller
Falcon Reese
Reid Spagna
Andrew Stephens
Chelsea Stevens
Maura McQuade

Executive Layout Editor
Senior Layout Editor
Layout Editors

Assistant Layout Editor

Jamie Hoagland Executive Copy Editors
Julia Russell
Anna Haugen Copy Editors
Adrienne Lange
Drew Lewis
Annaick Miller
Vidya Srinivasan
Marina Shtyrkov
Hadley Gibson Assistant Copy Editors
Patrick Schulman
Rachel Salzberg
Tori Porter
Hamid Mansoor Executive Online Editor

BUSINESS
Daphne Wu
Executive Business Director
Li Liang Receivables Manager
P.O. Box 53018, Medford, MA 02155
617 627 3090 FAX 617 627 3910
daily@tuftsdaily.com

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

steel town in Pennsylvania and is perhaps
the best look into contemporary American
life since the novels of John Updike. Meyer’s
second novel “The Son” was published this
past summer and is considered a contender for the Pulitzer.
And for fans of Ernest Hemingway’s war
novels or Tim O’Brien’s “The Things They
Carried,” Kevin Powers’ novel “The Yellow
Birds” offers a powerful account of the lasting physical and psychological brutalities
of war. Powers, who served in Iraq, also
addresses both the American public’s lack
of shared sacrifice in the war as well as its
overly romanticized and less-than-genuine
support of the troops. “The Yellow Birds”
has been considered by many to be the best
novel to come out of the Iraq War.
As the American populace has become
more diverse, the literature has followed suit
and identity-based fiction has increased.
Sherman Alexie, whose first book was published in 1993, has consistently written novels, short fiction and poetry about Native
American life since then.
While his fiction is at times devastatingly sorrowful, it also frequently makes
the reader laugh out loud and celebrates
immense triumph with regard to Native
American identity and culture.
Nathan Englander’s fiction, primarily
concerned with Jewish identity, is among
the forefront of current American literature.
With particular regard to the title story of
his latest collection of short fiction, “What
We Talk About When We Talk About Anne
Frank,” Englander has proven himself a
master of the form. Likewise, ZZ Packer’s
short story collection “Drinking Coffee

Elsewhere” is told from the point-of-view of
African American characters who are generally female. One would struggle to find
a writer whose style is more dynamic and
whose subject matter is more relevant and
memorable than Packer’s. The list goes on.
A shortage of good, current fiction is clearly not an issue, but its diminished relevance
in everyday life is a very real problem. In past
decades, other mediums of entertainment
like cable television, fantasy football leagues,
video games, etc. have taken part of the
place where fiction used to reign.
These days, venues like The New York
Times’s 100 Most Notable Books of the Year,
the short fiction of The New Yorker and the
Best American Short Stories series have a
near monopoly of which books receive critical acclaim and high sales.
Contemporary fiction has been demoted to the exclusionary moniker of a “literary community.” This distinction is tragic
considering that one of literature’s primary
functions is to shape public life and force
a wide variety of readers to question the
events of their time.
So what are some small ways for literature to have a more visible role in society?
Simply support young authors by buying
their books, and don’t wait to read preeminent authors who have already written
their best fiction like Thomas Pynchon, Toni
Morrison or Don DeLillo.
Also, always being on the lookout for
good, new fiction is necessary as well sharing titles with others. After all, the other primary function of fiction is, as David Foster
Wallace said, to show “what it is to be a
f—king human being.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.

The Tufts Daily

Thursday, October 10, 2013
Off the Hill | Dartmouth College

by

11
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Adam Kaminski | The Cool Column

Sinead’s Sexism

Parents,
Idah and
Skywalker

Lorelei Yang

The Dartmouth

Last week, Irish singer Sinead O’Connor
penned an open letter to Miley Cyrus, advising her not to let the music industry “pimp”
her for profit and attention. While O’Connor’s
letter may have been written with the best of
intentions, the philosophy behind her advice
to Cyrus is troubling. The idea that women
must police their bodies, expressions and
behaviors so as not to present temptation
to men is deeply oppressive and rooted in
a patriarchal paradigm that views women
as objects and men as slaves to their basest
desires. The parallel belief that men cannot
help but objectify women who fail to conduct themselves with the utmost decorum
sets a disappointingly low bar for appropriate
male behavior.
When O’Connor tells Cyrus to “kindly fire
any — who hasn’t expressed alarm, because
they don’t care about you,” the implicit statement is that Cyrus, a 20 year-old woman,
lacks the judgment to make her own decisions about her life and personal image. Such
assumptions are disempowering to women,
particularly at a time when ambitious, driven
women are testing the upper limits of women’s power as CEOs, political leaders and
primary breadwinners. While Cyrus’ ambition to “shock,” as stated in her Rolling Stone
interview this month, may not be quite so
lofty, her personal agency to pursue her goals
should be above reproach.
Assuming that Cyrus is a puppet for her
managers and an outlet for men’s sexual
desires is reductive. The more that female
observers — the very population that should
feel empowered by female artists’ success and
assertion of radical expression — denounce
Cyrus, the more they privilege the male gaze.
Encouraging women to act in reaction to
hypothetical responses by men is an oppressive act; O’Connor’s declaration that Cyrus’
performances degrade her talent and “innocent heart” patronizes and limits women
who have grown up entirely in the aftermath
of the sexual liberation and public female
sexuality of third wave feminism. To women
of the millennial generation, embracing one’s
sexuality is a freeing mode of expression
rather than a limiting one. O’Connor’s public
rebuke of such acts speaks more to generational disconnect than it does to any universal truth about the appropriateness or lack
thereof of Cyrus’ actions.
Labeling Cyrus a “precious young lady”
who “ought to be protected [as such] by
anyone in [her] employ” infantilizes a legal
adult with the full capacity to comprehend
her actions. When Cyrus declares her desire
to produce music that people are still lis-

I
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tening to after her own glory days are over
and speaks about “set[ting] a new standard
for pop music” by listening to her album
“20,000 times to make sure it’s perfect,” she
expresses a work ethic and sense of mission that is beyond a mere child. Seen as a
piece of her art, Cyrus’ MTV Video Music
Awards performance and public antics are
not only intelligible, but also commendable
for the shrewdness with which they capture
the public’s attention.
For men, O’Connor’s various labels —
“spunk-spewing dirtbag[s] on the internet,”
“less than animals” and “greedy record company executive[s] [looking for money] to buy
[his] mistress diamonds with” — are similarly reductive and offensive. To be sure, there
are some men who do see women the way
O’Connor describes. Such men, however, are
in the minority, and for O’Connor to smear a
full half of the planet’s population with such
broad assumptions creates a false opposition

between powerful, independent women and
the men who love and appreciate them.
More importantly, accepting that men are
slaves to their basest desires gives the entire
gender a free pass on the underlying cultural attitudes that feed a litany of issues.
The persistence of the gender gap in wages
between men and women, the continued
victimization of women in brutal sexuallybased crimes and the constant devaluation
of female children in parts of the world can
all be attributed to the unquestioned prioritization of masculine privilege over the female
body. At its most basic level, male ogling of
any female body that passes by is an assertion of male desire over female rights, and the
continued acceptance of such attitudes, even
by well-respected women like O’Connor,
only serves to ensure that they will persist.
It is reasonable to ask that men appreciate
feminine bodies without reducing them to
biological parts for their pleasure.

Off the Hill | University of Minnesota

Revenge-porn laws needed
by Sam Jasenosky

Minnesota Daily

Our generation grew up in a world
ruled by everything technological. Our
friendships and relationships take place
over social media every day.
Unfortunately, our legal system hasn’t
adjusted as quickly as we have.
Case in point: the phenomenon of
maliciously sending explicit images of
another person without that person’s
consent — or “revenge porn.”
California passed a bill last Tuesday
attempting to ban revenge porn. New
Jersey also has a law that criminalizes
unauthorized distribution of explicit
images online.
These attempts, though headed in the
right direction, simply aren’t good enough.
In California, only explicit images
taken by someone other than the person
in them can be prosecuted. Therefore,
explicit “selfies” redistributed without
the subject’s permission — which consist of 80 percent of revenge porn victims according to a Cyber Civil Rights
Initiative survey — are not breaking any
laws under the new ban.
The New Jersey law, which wasn’t
even aimed at stopping revenge porn,
does a better job of holding the distrib-

utors responsible for their actions than
the recent bill in California does. New
Jersey’s law was directed at cyberbullying in general, but it also inadvertently
criminalized revenge porn.
The New Jersey law tightened
its focus on explicit pictures after
the media storm of the 2010 suicide of Tyler Clementi, a Rutgers
University student who killed himself
after his roommate posted a video
of Clementi’s sexual encounter with
another man.
The nation shouldn’t have to wait
for more tragedies like Clementi’s suicide to improve current laws. Action
needs to be taken now to prevent online
harassment in all forms.
The fact that only two states have
made legal attempts to prohibit this
sort of online harassment highlights
how poorly legislation has kept up with
technological advances.
Nearly all states have some form of anticyberbullying statute in place, but a victim
of revenge porn in Minnesota would not
currently be able to seek justice.
Mary Anne Franks, University of
Miami law professor, said in an interview with Slate that most who oppose
a federal law banning revenge porn
often cite First Amendment viola-

tions. However, free speech advocates argue that as long as the proposed law specifically bans “nonconsensual posting of nude pictures of
another, in a context where there’s
good reason to think that the subject did not consent to publication,”
then it would not infringe on First
Amendment rights.
One of the few options victims of
revenge porn have is to file a civil lawsuit against the distributor of their
images. Civil lawsuits are expensive and
can end up attracting media attention,
which victims of revenge porn are likely
trying to avoid.
More than half of college students
admit to receiving sexually suggestive
images, according to a 2011 study by
the University of Rhode Island.
This is our generation’s problem.
With the rise of revenge porn websites,
we can’t allow loopholes in our cyberbullying laws to leave victims without
protection.
Our laws should reflect critical thinking on the way technology is mediating
our relationships. A federal law should
be our goal, but state laws are where we
can start. There must be consequences
of cruelly exploiting people through
revenge porn.

loved Parents’ Weekend, probably more
than I love my parents (don’t worry, Mom,
it’s not true). From showing off the beautiful fall campus, to hiding the fact I don’t
have as many friends as my parents think I
do, to watching peers awkwardly escort their
families though labyrinthine residential halls,
I enjoyed the entertainment and enthusiasm
of the day. Plus my family replenished my
Luna bar stash. That helped, too.
This experience even convinced me that
free Luna bars aren’t the only parental benefit. Hosting visitors allowed me to experience Tufts from a foreigner’s perspective
and with a foreigner’s excitement. It allowed
me to relive highlights of my first month
through storytelling. It opened my eyes
to the subtle luxuries I don’t ever want to
take for granted. Apparently it didn’t teach
me to stop using anaphora, so I’ll leave
that to Professor Leavell. My parents were a
kaleidoscope through which I could better
appreciate Tufts.
One such luxury welcomes me daily in
Dewick, sometimes Hodgdon. She’s a super
sweet and a super cool celebrity. I am, of
course, speaking of Idah Duche, the jovial,
cheery, and infectious cafeteria worker. As
she swipes me into the café,窠her contagious
smile and energetic exclamations (“Have
a nice day!”) warm me like no quantity of
food could. Not even Dewickian pad thai. I
knew I wanted to share this feeling with my
parents and sister, who tagged along despite
a broken tibia (I guess I am loved after all). I
knew it was imperative to the Tufts experience, my Tufts experience.
Wait, what? Imperative? Isn’t that like, an
exaggeration or something? Do you even
know what that word means, man? Nope and
not a chance. It does seem melodramatic to
laud a single employee as “imperative” to the
college experience, but hear me out. Idah
embodies an undying energy permeating the
campus. It’s like chi in Eastern philosophy
or the Force in “Star Wars,” only exponentially more badass (Wait, is that possible?).
Like so much of the Tufts community, she
brings an extraordinary heaping of fun and
enthusiasm to her work. It’s going viral, too.
Led by Idah’s unwavering smile, our community generates force like Luke Skywalker
on ecstasy, like Jackie Chan on a J.P. Licks ice
cream espresso.
My greatest fear, aside from the fear that
my excessive use of the superlative will sound
grandiose, is that I’ll begin to grow accustomed to Idah and this enthusiasm, that for
one embarrassing moment I’ll ignore the
brilliant energy of our dining halls and campus. Energy not only in the form of calories,
either. Who knows how prone I am to this
numb dissent. Possibly a veteran upperclassman would understand ... it’s too bad I’m
frightened of those, too.
As luck would have it, I did not find the
opportunity to show off Idah to my parents
last weekend. In other words, I opted that we
splurge at that Tedeschi Mart in Davis instead.
Caught between a second Tufts dining hall
tour and unlimited hot chocolate packets, the
quintessential first world problem, I went with
my gut — my hedonistic, chocolate-craving
gut. The decision was impulsive, but the consequences have been nonexistent; maybe I
didn’t need my parents’ perspective in this
one, specific instance. I still love Idah, appreciate her vibe and obsess over her warm smiles.
I didn’t need to show her off to reinvigorate my
own enthusiasm. Hers, ostensibly, has been
enough for both of us.
My parents will certainly find their way
back to campus (at the most minuscule
excuse, too), where they’ll have another
chance to feel that dining hall rush. Their
presence will again elicit forgotten stories of
excitement, but not of Idah. I’ll always appreciate Idah, throughout Parents’ Weekend or
otherwise, the way she deserves. Unlike that
hot chocolate I’ve already begun to forget, a
smile can make a lasting impression. Thank
you, Idah. I’ll see you tomorrow.
Adam Kaminski is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Adam.Kaminski@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through
California Cryobank’s donor program. Convenient Cambridge location. Apply
online: SPERMBANK.COM

Sonny’s Barber Shop. Look Good
– Best Haircuts Around! 5 Minutes
from TUFTS – 282a Main st.
Medford. MA. See Joe Jr. Walk in’s
always Welcome! Highly Skilled
Barber at Your Service! Open
Tuesday- Saturday (617) 515. 2955

Sports

Housing

Housing

MEDFORD CONDO FOR SALE
LARGE CORNER UNIT 3BR 2
BATH 2 PARKING
MINS 93+128, NEW
HEATING+AC, GRANITE,
STAINLESS STEEL APP. POOL,
WALKING/BIKE TRAILS NEAR, 2
MILES FROM TUFTS
FOR INFO:781 953 3155
PRICE…$318000

Great 3 Bedrooms at stones
throws away from school! Take
advantage before it is gone- Free
Parking. Call 617-448-6233

—

Jumbos to focus on NESCAC

TENNIS

SOCCER

continued from back

continued from back

Virginia Bledsoe / Tufts Daily Archives

Tufts women’s tennis dropped its first match of the season to MIT 8-1
on Tuesday. The lone win came from freshman Conner Calabro.
able takeaway from this loss.
“I certainly had a lot of confidence in the team before
the match, but sometimes the
team has to actually experience a loss like this in order to
become more match-ready in
the future,” Bayard said. “The

—

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Tufts’ record split at 1-1 after loss to MIT
One of the key focuses for the
team moving forward will be the
emphasis on doubles.
“The match against MIT highlights the importance of doubles,” Bayard said. “Although it’s
possible to win a match after
being down 3-0 after doubles,
it puts a lot of pressure on the
singles matches. [The team]
will focus on doubles for the
remainder of the season. We
need to cut down on unforced
errors and put more pressure on
at net. We also need to capitalize
on those opportunities when we
create them.”
Coach Bayard also spoke in
regard to future double pairings
and how the team will be shaped
in its next competitions.
“The communication and
dynamics [between Calabro/
Schonfeld and Gann/Bowman]
are great,” she said. “However,
we have a bunch of options on
this team since so many people
work really well together. So we
are likely going to mix up some
pairs moving forward.”
Another key issue for the
Jumbos will be building confidence as a team.
“I think a really important
thing is being confident in
yourself, playing an opponent
who really believes that they’re
going to win is a really big difference. I want to work on
being that player, being someone that believes that they can
win,” Hayashi said.
Other members of the team
echoed this sentiment.
“Our team needs to believe
that we can win every match and
just work on everyone’s confidence,” Calabro said.
Despite the loss, Tufts will be
looking to build on this experience as it recognizes the valu-
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key will be for the team to continue to gain confidence and get
tougher every time we step onto
the court so that we’re peaking
in the spring.”
The Jumbos resume their
fall season at 3 p.m. this Friday
at Brandeis.

show other teams how we can
actually play if we’re playing our
best game, and I think we did
that Tuesday.”
Tufts continued to apply the
pressure throughout the opening frame, and it wasn’t long
before they capitalized on another opportunity. Senior defender
Blair Brady lofted a cross into
the box, prompting Donnelly to
come off her line and go for the
punch-out. Donnelly was unable
to get a hand on it, and instead
the loose ball fell to the feet of
senior forward Anya Kaufmann.
Kaufmann calmly passed the ball
into the open net to give Tufts a
2-0 lead.
The Gulls made a switch at
halftime, swapping Donnelly
for senior keeper Natalie
Wyrsch. Wyrsch held her own
in net, but like her predecessor,
wasn’t able to keep the Jumbos
off the scoreboard.
In the 73rd minute, Capone,
already with one goal under her
belt, sprinted past the Endicott
defenders on an open breakaway. With only the keeper to
beat, Capone blasted a shot into
the lower left corner of the goal.
Wyrsch dove to her right and
initially was able to smother the
ball just as it was crossing the
plane. But as the keeper recovered from her dive she fumbled
the ball just enough for it to
cross over the goal line. The
tally was Capone’s second of the
game, third of the year and gave
the Jumbos a commanding 3-0
hold on the contest.
To its credit, Endicott was able
to muster up some quality chances, but Tufts senior keeper Kristin
Wright was stellar on this afternoon, saving all four shots on
goal en route to her third shutout
of the year.

“We definitely played one
of our most dominant games,”
Kaufmann said. “We controlled
the ball, controlled the pace of
the game, we were able to set
the tone. A lot of that had to do
with the intensity we came out
of the gate with. We were ready
for this game.”
With the taste of two consecutive NESCAC losses removed
following Tuesday’s dominant
outing, the Jumbos will look to
regroup as they prepare to host
Connecticut College on Saturday.
The Camels are coming off a
momentous victory against the
Bates Bobcats on Tuesday and
will look to build on their success against NESCAC opponents.
Meanwhile, the Jumbos, who
stand at 3-3 in conference action,
recognize the importance of these
in-conference games.
“These games are super
important. They’re definitely
the most important games of
the season,” Kaufmann said.
“Especially this year, the NESCAC
has been up in the air. Everyone
is beating everyone. There really
isn’t a dominant team. If we can
come up strong and win the rest
of the games, we have a really
good shot of finishing high in
the standings.”
Four of their final five games
will come against NESCAC
teams, and the Jumbos’ fate
will ultimately be determined
by how well they play in the
next few weeks. Players and
coaches alike are ready to
embrace the challenge.
“We’re definitely focusing one
game at a time,” Greer added.
“For sure these NESCAC games
have extra meaning and importance, but at the same time it’s
important to not get another
ahead of ourselves, and just keep
getting better every practice and
focus on our game.”

Editors’ Challenge | Week 6
Welcome back for Week 6 of Editors’ Challenge, sports fans! Peyton Manning is really, really,
ridiculously good at football.
If you read the Daily’s Matriculation Issue, you learned about the ABCs of Tufts athletics.
Hopefully, in the process, you also learned the alphabet. That’s this week’s theme: the alphabet. And
no, we’re not sorry.
Ross “A” Dember and Marcus “B” Budline are tied for first place, but we’ll call Dember
“A Number One” since he actually managed to make more correct picks than incorrect ones,
unlike most of his cohorts. Budline has B-lined to the top of the standings and refuses to relinquish his position.
Aaron “C” Leibowitz is putting together a well-rounded, albeit open-ended, picking season. He
went 7-7 last week to stay in second place, but it remains to be seen whether he can close. He’s
writing this paragraph in the third person.
Matt “I” Berger is on the straight and narrow after a 9-5 week, the best among the editors.
Week after week, Berger proves to be an upstanding citizen, but like his beloved Ravens he’s liable
to topple at any moment. He sits alone in third, and he does not — no, he most certainly does not
— cover a beat for the Tufts Daily.
Zachey “O” Kliger is a well-rounded young lad, but there is nothing exciting about a 7-7 performance. He refused to stray from the pack and pick his beloved Jets, Jets, Jets, and it came back to
bite him.
Kliger is tied for fourth with Jason “Q” Schneiderman, who’s basically Kliger with a little someOVERALL
LAST WEEK
NYG at CHI
CIN at BUF
DET at CLE
OAK at KC
CAR at MIN
PIT at NYJ
PHI at TB
GB at BAL
STL at HOU
JAC at DEN
TEN at SEA
ARI at SF
NO at NE
WAS at DAL
IND at SD

Ross
50-27
8-6
CHI
CIN
CLE
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
STL
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
DAL
IND

Marcus
50-27
7-7
CHI
CIN
CLE
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
STL
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
DAL
IND

Aaron
48-29
7-7
NYG
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
DAL
IND

Matt
47-30
9-5
CHI
BUF
CLE
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
DAL
IND

Zachey
46-31
7-7
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
PIT
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
DAL
IND

Jason
46-31
7-7
NYG
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
PIT
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
WAS
IND

thing-something added on. “I can’t live without U,” Schneiderman said in an email to the Zachey.
Jake “M” Indursky is having an up-and-down year, as always, but at least he’s a pretty good
rapper. Tied with Indursky in fifth place is Alex “S” Schroeder, who’s got curves that’ll swallow up
a sports section.
Alex “T” Connors thought he had football picking down to a — well, you know — but he
crossed himself by going 6-8 and slipping to sixth place. Below him are a pair of seniors having
nightmare Eds’ seasons, David “Y” McIntyre and Kate “L” Klots, and sophomore Claire “W”
Sleigh. McIntyre has long been trying to distinguish himself by aligning with vowels like Dember,
Berger and Kliger, but it’s become clear that he’s a pretender. The “L” in Klots’ nickname stands
for “likes editing from home” and “lax, bro.” She also picked up nine of them in the Eds’
Challenge standings this week. Sleigh, whose “W” stands for water, has probably been out on
the Mystic River with the crew team too often to focus on her picks, as indicated by her nine
losses after last week’s games.
And then there’s Tyler “K” Maher, who went down swinging in a big way. Maher went 4-10,
thanks in part to a bizarre decision to pick the Jaguars. For the love of G dash D, don’t pick the
Jaguars! Maher would be better off picking his beloved Patriots over the Jaguars — even if they’re
not playing the Jaguars.
This week’s guest picker is Josh “Z” Weiner, a highly-regarded member of the Daily’s news section. Weiner is all over the place, literally: He has been known to cover multiple live events at the
same damn time.
Jake
45-32
7-7
CHI
CIN
CLE
KC
MIN
PIT
PHI
BAL
STL
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
DAL
IND

Alex S
45-32
8-6
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
CAR
NYJ
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
DAL
IND

Alex C
42-35
6-8
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
WAS
IND

David
40-37
7-7
CHI
CIN
CLE
KC
MIN
PIT
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
DAL
SD

Kate
40-37
5-9
NYG
CIN
CLE
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
BAL
STL
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
DAL
IND

Claire
40-37
5-9
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
NYJ
PHI
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
WAS
IND

Tyler
37-40
4-10
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
PIT
TB
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NO
WAS
IND

GUEST
Josh
Weiner
CHI
CIN
DET
KC
MIN
NYJ
TB
GB
HOU
DEN
SEA
SF
NE
WAS
IND
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For Burns and his father, an unforgettable day
FOOTBALL

continued from back

But their Christian faith helped them move
forward. Their church community offered
support, and Bernie and Lynne performed
daily devotions to keep themselves on the
right track. Pretty soon, Bernie came to
accept his condition.
“He knows it sucks,” Corey said. “He
knows, eventually, it’s going to kill him.
But he smiles every day. He makes jokes
every day.”
The summer of the diagnosis marked
Bernie’s last months working at the Brockton
post office, where he and Lynne met and
had worked for over 30 years. Corey took
a job sorting mail so that he and his mom
could look after Bernie, with Lynne working
from early afternoon until night and Corey
working from late afternoon until early in the
morning. Lynne would bring her husband
there, and Corey, during his break, would
take his father home. After that summer,
Bernie retired.
Now, Corey is always just an hour away
at Tufts, and his uncle David — Lynne’s
brother — lives next door in Whitman and
offers support. Clint, whom Corey talks to
frequently and views as a role model, is less
accessible: He’s in the Air Force, working
with the bomb squad.
Lynne is the glue that holds the family
together. She continues to work as an expeditor at the post office — without that income,
she would be unable to keep the home —
and she keeps regular tabs on Bernie, who
is 58 and needs almost constant assistance.
Lynne prepares every meal for him. She calls
him every few hours from work. At home,
she writes messages for him on cards in giant
letters.
“She’s spread thin,” Corey said. “She’s kept
the family running.”
Bernie’s Alzheimer’s placed a great burden
on Lynne’s shoulders, and she rose to the
occasion.
But it also did something else: It lit a fire
inside Corey.

A Jumbo after all
Three years ago, when Tufts football head
coach Jay Civetti and assistant Kevin Farr first
met Corey at a camp at Boston College, they
were immediately drawn to his demeanor.
Between the lines, Corey was a brute, crushing ball carriers and making defensive plays
all over the field. But because of missed time
due to two ACL surgeries, the coaches didn’t
have much film to help them confirm their
snap judgments.
After talking to Corey, they had all the confirmation they needed.
“Instantaneously, when I met him, I
believed in him and thought his character
was far more important than how he played
football,” Civetti said. “I was enamored by
who he was as a person.”
Several months later, when Corey and his
parents walked into Civetti’s office, Corey
was wearing a Boston College hat. Civetti, a
former coach at BC, prepared for the worst.
But Farr told him the signs were promising,
and Corey confirmed Farr’s premonition: He
announced he’d be coming to Tufts.
During his first week of practice, Corey
was converted from a linebacker to a defensive lineman. With healthy legs, the 6-foot,
235-pounder with a menacing beard may
have found a home at linebacker at a Div. I
school. In Div. III, though, he belonged in the
trenches, fighting for every inch.
“He’ll break every bone in his body
and keep going,” defensive lineman Evan
Anthony, who was Corey’s freshman roommate, said. “He’s a warrior. He’s a mountain
man. Nothing stops him.”
Hence his nickname in the locker room:
Old Man Burnsy.
“When I was an incoming freshman, I
remember looking at his Facebook pictures,
and he looked like he was 40 years old,”
sophomore tight end Xavier Frey said. “I
thought he was gonna destroy me.”
His freshman season, Corey recorded at
least one tackle in six of the Jumbos’ eight
games, and he also threw for the winter
and spring track teams. But as his family’s
financial situation worsened, the prospect
of continuing to pay for a Tufts education no
longer seemed feasible.
In the spring, Lynne called Civetti to report
that Corey would not be returning to Tufts
in the fall. He went on a recruiting visit to
Wheaton College in Illinois, another Div. III
program, and called Civetti before he left,
while he was there and on the way home.
Civetti, in accordance with Div. III rules,
could not get involved in the family’s financial aid negotiations, but he helped point
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An honorary coach on Saturday, Bernie Burns watched the game with his wife, Lynne, from
the sideline where he had a close-up view of his son.
them in the right direction. Ultimately, their
aid package was restructured, allowing Corey
to stay.
“Corey’s a deeply religious person,” Civetti
said. “I think some prayers were answered.”
His parents are thrilled with the result.
“A Jumbo after all,” Bernie said, smiling
from ear to ear.
Something new
On Saturday, standing across the street
from Ellis Oval at the Jumbos’ pregame family tailgate, Clinton Burns III — known to
all as Bernie — talked about football. He
wore a Tufts University hat over his big, bald
head and a brown Tufts Football polo over
his broad shoulders. Slowly, but with relative confidence and ease, he explained why
last year’s season finale at Middlebury was a
turning point for the Jumbos.
“They went in there, and they were supposed to get blown out, and they had them
on the ropes if it wasn’t for that fumble that
went about 15 yards,” he said, his massive
blue eyes widening. “I really believe they’re
gonna turn it around this year.”
For a team that’s endured a lot of pain in
the last three years — namely a 26-game losing streak that refuses to end — it’s fitting that
Bernie is its greatest believer. His personal
battle began around the same time as the
Jumbos’, and somehow, he has remained
upbeat throughout the process.
After a tough defeat, Bernie is always the
first one to find Civetti and offer words of
encouragement.
“Here’s a guy who, on some days, wakes
up and doesn’t know where he is, or who he
is, or who his family is,” Civetti said. “And he
comes up to me to say, ‘Hey, you keep fighting. You keep these guys going. You’re getting
there.’ There’s nothing like that.”
After last season, Civetti mentioned to
Corey that the team ought to honor Bernie
on a game day. Corey approached men’s tennis head coach Jaime Kenney, who leads the
Fan the Fire initiative, and the plan took off
from there.
“I wanted to do something to show that it’s
not just him fighting by himself, not just my
family standing behind him, but that there
are more people who care,” Corey said. “I’m
not that type who wears it on my sleeve. I just
asked what I could do.”
The Alzheimer’s Association showed up
at the game, and Fan the Fire handed out
purple shirts to match the ALZ.org bracelets
Corey wears around his wrist and in the
shoelaces of his cleats when he plays. Even
better, Bernie got to stand on the sideline
during the game, making it easier for him
to see the action — and identify his son —
despite his impaired vision.
Leading up to Saturday, only one question
remained: How well would Corey play? Sitting
in their West Hall dorm last Wednesday, his
sophomore teammates envisaged what was
to come.
“I’d say, absolutely, 100 percent chance he
has the game of his life,” Anthony said.
“But he was giving 110 percent the last
game,” Frey noted.
Then linebacker Matt McCormack
chimed in.
“He’s gonna give more this week,”
McCormack said. “He wants this one. I think
we’re gonna see something new.”
Like father, like son
Before Corey started playing football, he
was a baseball player. Every day after school,
when Corey was between ages nine to thirteen, Bernie would take Corey to the park

and throw him hundreds of pitches of batting practice.
In their hometown, it was common
knowledge that the coaches’ kids usually
made the Little League All-Star team. But
Bernie didn’t want Corey to have anything
handed to him. He wanted his son to work
his tail off to become a better hitter. And
that’s what Corey did.
Over the years, Bernie developed a nasty
knuckleball — one that Corey never could
touch — and the week before Corey returned
to Tufts this fall, he took his dad out to see if
he could still throw his signature pitch.
“He still had it,” Corey said. “He’s lost a lot,
but that was one thing: He still had that.”
Corey may never be able to throw a knuckler — not to mention a Frisbee, which Bernie
can still sling behind his back like a pro — like
his dad can. But as Alzheimer’s takes Bernie’s
mind, his spirit will live on through Clint and
through Corey.
“I would do anything in the world to be
more like my dad,” Corey said.
In so many ways, he is already carrying
the torch.
“Corey is one of the more caring, loving,
understanding people I’ve ever been around
in my life,” Civetti said. “The one consistent
about Mr. Burns — and you can see it in
Corey, too — is that he has a tremendous
appreciation for human beings and for wanting to make the world a better place.”
Making a memory
With the game scoreless late in the
first quarter on Saturday, the Polar Bears
were driving into Jumbos territory. On 1stand-10 from Tufts’ 27-yard-line, Bowdoin
quarterback Mac Caputi dropped back to
pass and fired one over the middle. It was
tipped at the line.
Corey, wearing a brace on his right knee
and the No. 96 his dad had worked hard to
memorize, got a piece of it. The ball shot
straight up in the air, and Corey held out his
hands, waiting for it to land. Despite multiple
banged up fingers, Corey came down with
the ball. He fell to the ground, squeezing it
with all his might. Interception.
He sprinted back to the sideline, fists
clenched, ready to celebrate with his
teammates. Lynne leaped up and down.
Bernie clapped.
Corey is not the type to seek attention,
but on this day, he was playing for more
than just himself.
“If there was one day that I would want
[the spotlight], it would be there, with my
dad there,” he said Monday. “That whole
day was showing him that there are other
people there to fight for him. To put myself
out there, in that moment, just to show
him that I was fighting — it means the
world to me.”
The Jumbos ultimately lost the game,
coming up two yards shy of the fairy tale
ending they had envisioned. As the Bowdoin
players celebrated, Corey jogged over to the
sideline and hugged his dad. He told him he
was sorry the team didn’t win. He told him he
would always have his back.
Then Bernie told Corey what he’s been
telling him forever.
“Keep fighting,” he said. “Never give up.”
On Saturday, the Burns family won
the fight.
“I very truly feel that Alzheimer’s was
defeated,” Corey said. “My dad got a memory. A memory was developed in his brain,
and I don’t think any disease will be able to
take that away. That day was too big for him
to ever forget.”

here is almost no time better
than now to be trying to stir up
memories of childhood sports
days. The NFL season is now
five weeks in, the MLB playoffs are
intensifying as the ALCS and NLCS
games are being finalized and the NHL
is back underway. I have plenty of
inspiration to look to for the next story
from my youth.
I was always a soccer player growing
up, starting the sport as early as three
or four years old. The game wasn’t very
pretty at that age. It was just one huge
clump; an almost homogeneous mix
of two different colored teams, each
person huddled around the ball trying
to get a foot on it.
By the time I was 11 or 12 though, I
took a break from the maybe-not-sobeautiful game of soccer and turned
to a sport my younger brother had
already started playing: our American
version of football.
Anyone who knows me probably
also knows I’m not exactly built for
football.
No matter your position, size is a
crucial part of the 100-percent contact
sport. My frame just really isn’t there.
However, it was still a youth league,
and I could still compete. A spot on the
offensive or defensive line just wasn’t
in the cards for me, so instead I tried
my hand at a spot in the backfield. I
wasn’t the fastest kid either, but I had
a good eye for following blockers, and
I got to take a fair amount of snaps in
practice.
Only a couple of memories stand
out after playing football for just three
years in my life, twice before high
school and then once my freshman
year. Here’s the glory of my younger
days in the sport.
It was my first year in the league and
my Stonington junior pee-wee football team was on the road for a preseason scrimmage in Rhode Island at
Bryant University. It was a friendly
game meant for practice and preparation, the score wasn’t really kept and
kids who didn’t play all that much got
their feet wet on the field.
I was more or less one of those kids,
at least on the offensive side of the ball.
I remember I got some reps at running
back this game, one of which turned
into the longest run I’ve ever had.
We ran an offensive set where two
running backs line up about three yards
behind the quarterback offset to the
right and left of him. I was lined up on
the left, and another player was lined
up on the right. The way the play is
designed is that I come across, following the other running back, receive the
handoff and look for the hole between
the right guard and right tackle.
I did this, following the play exactly,
but after crossing the line of scrimmage, I saw my opportunity to bust the
play open.
I cut the play back, planting off of my
right foot and exploding back towards
the left side of the field while everyone
else was pushing right. I can still see
the opposing linebackers being left
behind as I turn the play to the other
side of the field and take off. There was
no one behind me; I was as free as I’d
ever be on a football field. I remember
thinking if I should just slow down to
stop the play since it wasn’t going to
count for a real game score.
But I didn’t. I kept the pace and
reached the end zone with no one
within 20 yards of me. After having
outsmarted everyone, and having had
that one moment where you’re gone,
off to the races and headed for the end
zone, I turned, jogged back to give the
ref the ball and headed to the sidelines
for the defense to come on.
Ross Dember and Alex Schroeder are both
sophomores who have yet to declare majors.
Ross can be reached at Ross.Dember@tufts.
edu, and Alex can be reached at Alexander.
Schroeder@tufts.edu.
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Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Imagining Miley as Hannah Montana

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Elliot: “What is a wet Swiffer called?”
Jenna: “A mop.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily
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More than a football fight: Corey Burns plays for his dad
by

Aaron Leibowitz

Daily Editorial Board

The first year that sophomore Corey
Burns played organized football, he was
the new kid at Whitman-Hanson Regional
High School. Through eighth grade, he had
attended private school, and now he was
just trying to fit in.
To that point, Corey’s dad, Bernie, had not
allowed him to play football, but the former
Div. I player had taught his son a thing or two
in the backyard. Without ever playing a game,
Corey stepped onto the field as the best athlete on the team. One of his teammates — a
bully, the head honcho — felt threatened.
He didn’t want the new kid messing with the
pecking order.
One day at practice, Corey and the bully
squared off in a drill. They laid down, helmetto-helmet, with the bully holding the ball.
When the whistle blew, they were to stand up
and charge at each other. As the one without
the ball, Corey had the upper hand.
The whistle blew. The boys scampered to
their feet. They charged. And then —
“Everything that my dad taught me was
what I did,” Corey recalled last week.
“Corey cracked him,” Bernie said Saturday.
He broke the bully’s shoulder.
“That, right there, was the start of my
football career,” Corey said.
Bernie loves that story. He tells it to
this day.

Change
Corey fit in just fine at high school. He
played basketball, threw for the track team
and was a stud linebacker. He had tons of
friends. Everyone knew who he was.
“He was like the mayor of WhitmanHanson,” his mom Lynne said, sporting a
Boston accent thicker than Corey’s. “That’s
what we would call him.”
But as Corey thrived, and as his older
brother Clint excelled as a runner, there were
troubling signs coming from their father.

Ethan Chan for the Tufts Daily

Sophomore Corey Burns has always played football with passion and tenacity. When his father was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, he discovered a new gear.
Bernie’s eyesight was fading, and prescription glasses didn’t seem to help. He started
misplacing things often and jumbling his
words. He took wrong turns in the car, and on
one occasion he made a left onto the wrong
side of the road.
Meanwhile, by the time Corey was a junior,
he was being recruited by Div. I football
schools. Despite recurring ACL injuries, the
16-year-old took official visits to big-name
programs like Boston College and Holy Cross.
In June 2010, Clint won the state championship in the half-mile. A few days later,

Bernie was diagnosed with early-onset
Alzheimer’s disease.
Given the already apparent symptoms,
Bernie probably could have been diagnosed
earlier. But the revelation still shook the family
to its core. This was their father, their leader,
their rock. This was the man who had built
much of their home in Whitman, Mass. with
his own hands. Now, although those same
hands remained sturdy as ever, his mind was
deteriorating.
“I cried for a whole weekend,” Lynne said
Saturday. “I didn’t know what to do because

Women’s Soccer

he had been such a man’s man, a leader, and
I felt protected by him. I knew my life was
gonna change.”
As the disease began to strip Bernie of his
basic abilities, Lynne filled the void. She did
the bills. She brought Corey to football camps.
She dealt with the doctors. She helped her
husband get dressed.
At first, the family struggled to come to
terms with the situation. Lynne was overwhelmed. Corey was upset. Bernie was afraid.

Women’s Tennis

Jumbos suffer 8-1
defeat at MIT
by

Alison Kuah

Contributing Writer

Caroline Geiling / The Tufts Daily

After rebounding with a win at Endicott College on Tuesday, Tufts women’s soccer’s sole focus is the upcoming NESCAC matchup with Connecticut College.

Tufts back in win column with
3-0 blanking of Endicott
by

Zachey Kliger

Daily Editorial Board

Coming off consecutive
losses to NESCAC opponents
at home, the women’s soccer

WOMEN’S SOCCER
(4-1 Overall, 2-1 NESCAC)
at Beverly, Mass., Tuesday
Tufts
2
Endicott 0

1
0

see FOOTBALL, page 13

—
—

3
0

team traveled to Endicott and
defeated the Gulls 3-0 in one

of its most complete performances of the year.
Tufts entered Tuesday’s matchup in need of a win after dropping two tough games last weekend to NESCAC rivals Trinity and
Middlebury. The Jumbos came
out firing, outshooting the Gulls
10-5 in the first half alone, and
playing with passion from the
opening whistle.
The Jumbos started off the
scoring in the 16th minute.
Junior midfielder Nikki Blank
found a seam in the defense
and delivered a through ball

that found freshman forward
Jess Capone. Capone laced a
one-timer that snuck past the
outstretched glove of Endicott’s
junior goalkeeper Katie Donnelly
and into the back of the net.
The tally, Capone’s second of
the season, gave the Jumbos the
early advantage.
“I would say losing those two
games this past weekend upset
us,” junior defender Catharine
Greer said. “We knew we had
to come out very strong and
see SOCCER, page 12

Freshman Conner Calabro captured the Tufts women’s tennis
team’s only victory against MIT
this Tuesday, with the Jumbos
falling 8-1 to the Engineers. It
was the team’s first loss of the
season, as the only other event
of the season that was scored in
team format was Tufts’ 7-2 win
over Babson on Sept. 18. The
Jumbos were beaten out in every
matchup except the No. 3 singles,
in which Calabro easily defeated
Krystal Lai of MIT 6-1, 6-1.
Calabro’s play went a long way
in impressing her coach.
“I was extremely impressed
with Conner’s singles match yesterday,” head coach Kate Bayard
said in an email to the Daily. “She
played the perfect combination
of consistency and aggression.”
Calabro’s convincing singles
win is all the more impressive in
light of the dramatic end to her
doubles match earlier in the day.
After Calabro’s doubles partner,
senior Sophie Schonfeld, was hit
in the head with a ball, Schonfeld
retired from their match while
down 7-4 against Victoria Tam
and Elysa Kohrs of MIT. The
decision came with the trainer’s
advising about the possibility of
a concussion.
“After the doubles, I went in
with a must-win mentality,”
Calabro said.
The injury to Schonfeld meant

alterations to the singles lineup,
with each player moving up in a
spot, and sophomore Catherine
Worley stepping in at No. 6 singles. She lost to Julia Hsu of MIT
6-1, 6-0. First years Jacqueline
Baum and Chelsea Hayashi
played No. 4 and No. 5 singles
respectively, both losing closely
contested three-set matches.
“It really could have gone
either way; we lost matches by
only a couple of points,” Baum
said of her loss to Wendi Kong
4-6, 6-2, 6-4.
Hayashi played MIT’s Vynnie
Kong in the longest match of
the day, eventually succumbing
to her opponent 6-7 (4-7), 6-4,
10-6. Senior captain Samantha
Gann won her first set in No. 1
singles but lost in the third set
tiebreak to freshman Elysa Kohrs
4-6, 6-0, 7-6 (7-2). Unlike the first
doubles pairing of Gann and
senior Shelci Bowman, who lost
to Lauren Quinsenberry and Julia
Hsu 8-3, and the second doubles
pairing of Calabro and Schonfeld,
both of which had played together in last week’s ITA Invitational
at Williams, Worley and freshman Alexa Meltzer were the only
doubles pair not to have played
together in a competitive setting.
They fell in the No. 3 doubles
match to MIT’s Krystal Lai and
Michelle Dutt 8-3. Meltzer also
played at No. 2 singles, losing to
Victoria Tam 6-1, 6-3.
see TENNIS, page 12

