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Hr. Chairman and members of the  Committee. My name is P a t r i c k  

Reynolds. I am a grandson of R.J. Reynolds, founder of the tobacco 

company t h a t  today is RJR Nabisco. I am t e s t i f y i n g  today a s  a 

r ep re sen t i ve  of Anericans f o r  Nonsmokers' Rights. 

On behalf of the  thousands of members of ANR a c r o s s  the  United 

S t a t e s  f o r  whom t h i s  i s  a c r i t i c a l  h e a l t h  i s sue ,  I want t o  thank you f o r  

t he  oppor tun i ty  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  support  of the l e g i s l a t i o n  before you t o  

e l i m i n a t i n g  smoking on a i r l i n e  f l i g h t s .  

Americans fo r  Nonsmokerst Rights  is  a n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  wh'ich 

advocates  t he  r i g h t  of nonsmokers t o  b rea the  smokefree a i r  i n  t h e  

workplace, on publ ic  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and i n  o the r  

enclosed publ ic  places.  ANR was founded i n  1981 as Ca l i fo rn i ans  f o r  

Nonsmokerst Rights. 

During the past  s i x  years ,  Americans f o r  Nonsmokers' Rights  has 

promoted t he  adopt ion of more than 200 s t a t e  and l o c a l  laws p ro t ec t i ng  

nonsmokers from the h e a l t h  r i s k s  of passive smoking. When ANR was 

formed, t h e r e  were s c a r c e l y  any laws i n  the  United S t a t e s  p ro t ec t i ng  

nonsmokers i n  the  workplace and publ ic  places.  There was a l s o  a so- 

c a l l e d  "debate", fue led  by the  tobacco indus t ry ,  about  the h e a l t h  r i s k s  

of secondhand smoke. 

Since then, ANR has promoted hundreds of s u c c e s s f u l  nonsmokers' 

r i g h t s  laws across  t he  country,  And today, t h e r e  i s  no longer  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  debAe about t he  h e a l t h  r i s k s  of pa s s ive  smoking. The jury 

i s  in. The v e r d i c t ?  According t o  t h e  Surgeon General  of t h e  United 

S t a t e s ,  " involuntary smoking is  a cause of d i s e a s e ,  including lung 

cancer ,  i n  hea l thy  nonsmokers." 



So the ques t ion  today is not  "do we have the necessary  evidence t o  

a c t  t o  p ro t ec t  nonsmokers on a i r c r a f t  and i n  o t h e r  enclosed 

environments," but,  "how much longer must we wai t  u n t i l  the publ ic  

h e a l t h  comes before  the  economic and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the  tobacco 

indus t ry . "  

The ongoing a c t i v i t i e s  of the  tobacco i ndus t ry  opposing nonsmokers' - 

r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  before  you today 

t o  e l im ina t e  smoking on a i r l i n e  f l i g h t s ,  makes me wonder what my 

grandfa ther  R.J. Reynolds would have f e l t  today about  t he  indus t ry  he 

helped create .  Although i t  is not widely known, my grandfa ther  wag a 

nonsmoker. I am dismayed a t  the  leng ths  t o  which t h e  tobacco i ndus t ry  

has gone t o  defea t  reasonable  p ro t ec t i ons  f o r  nonsmokers. Indeed, had 

my grandfa ther  known of the  r i s k s  of tobacco smoke, I be l ieve  he would 

have entered a d i f f e r e n t  i ndus t ry  en t i r e ly .  

For Americans f o r  Nonsmokers' Rights  and our members, the  t ime i s  

now f o r  smokefree a i r l i n e  f l i g h t .  The case a g a i n s t  smoking on a i r c r a f t  

i s  i r o n  c l a d .  

- There a r e  4600 t o x i c  chemicals  i n  secondhand tobacco smoke, 

inc lud ing  a r s en i c ,  formaldehyde, cyanide, ammonia, and .carbon monoxide. 

Can breathing t h i s  t ox i c  gas be good f o r  anyone? 

Although smokers may s t a y  i n  the  smoking s e c t i o n ,  smoke doesn't 

c a r e  what s ec t i on  i t ' s  in. Even i f  smoke could be persuaded t o  remain 

i n  the  smoking s ec t i on ,  a i r c r a f t  a i r  is  p r i m a r i l y  recyc led ,  no t  f resh.  

Although environmental  c o n t r o l  systems on a i r c r a f t  do f i l t e r  t he  a i r ,  cn 
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they a r e  not adequate t o  remove the  t ox i c  chemicals  i n  secondhand C-r 

tobacco smoke. 



Knowing a l l  t h i s ,  i t 's  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  l a s t  year ,  t h e  X; l t ional  

Academy o f  Sc iences  recommended bann ing  smoking on a l l  d o 1 2 c s t i c  a i r l i n e  

f l i g h t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  need t o  p r o t e c t  c rew members and  p a s s e n g e r s  

from t h e  r i s k s  of p a s s i v e  smoking,  t h e  NXS was a l s o  conccrncd w i t h  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of f i r e s  caused by c i g a r e t t e s  and t h e  need t o  b r i n g  c a b i n  

a i r  q u a l i t y  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  o t h c r  ei1c1.oscd 

envi ronments .  

A t  Americans f o r  l~onsmokers '  R i g h t s ,  o u r  members have convinced u s  

of t h e  u r g e n t  need f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  you. For many A n c r i c a n s  

f l y i n g  is  a  mise rab le ,  o r  even i m p o s s i b l e ,  e x p e r i e n c e  because  of r o h a i c o  

saoke .  We r e c e i v e  p l e a s  f o r  a c t i o n  from both  f l i g h t  a t t c i i ~ ? . ? n t s  and 

passenger s .  Let me quo te  from one  such l e t t e r  t o  fo rmer  S c c r c t a r y  of  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Dole from a c o u p l e  i n  Texas:  

"We would l i k e  t o  p lead  w i t h  you t o  make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  us t o  f l y  

w i t h  o u r  daugh te r  .... [She J was b o r n  n i n e  weeks e a r l y  and s p e n t  her 

f i r s t  rcany weeks i n  a n  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  unit.... G l o r i o u s l y ,  she 

s u r v i v e d  and,  i n  f a c t  h a s  been f a i r l y  h e a l t h y  t h e  l a s t  t:zo y e a r s .  

"L 'nfor tunate ly ,  s h e  h a s  had s e v e r e  problems w i t h  asthma. Our 

f a m i l y  h a s  a lways  t r a v e l e d  a f a i r  amount. I n  f a c t ,  [ o u r  d a u g h t e r 1  was 

a b l e  t o  t r a v e l  20,000 m i l e s  by a u t o m o b i l e  t o  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  I1.S.A 

d u r i n g  he r  f i r s t  year .  However, t h e  t i m e  limits i n  cur l i v e s  have ~ n a d e  
- .  

i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  much more of  o u r  t r a v e l  t o  be by plane.  T h i s ,  of  

c o u r s e ,  means t h a t  [ s h e ]  must be l e f t  behind.  
4 

"It  i s  s o  sad t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  [ o u r  daugh te r1  w i l l  o n l y  g e t  o v e r s e a s  

a, 
i f  she t a k e s  a boat .  Somehow t h i s  dbes  n o t  seem r i g h t  t o  us."  C 

Recen t  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ' s u r v e y s  d e m o n s t r a t e  how much t h e  p u b l i c  

s u p p o r t s  smokefree  f l i g h t .  When Air Canada p r o h i b i  t c d  smoking on many 

f l i g h t s ,  t h e y  found t h a t  96% of t h e i r  p a s s e n g e r s  s u p p o r t e d  s n o k e f r c e  



f l i g h t .  The r e s u l t s  i n s p i r e d  them t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  smokefree  s e r v i c e .  

And a r ecen t  p o l l  of  33,000 a i r l i n e  passengers  by the American 

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  R e s p i r a t o r y  Care  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  74% of nonsaokers  and 

30% of smokers want smokefree  f l i g h t ,  

A l l  of t h i s  s u p p o r t s  what we b e l i e v e  - t h a t  c a t e r i n g  t o  nonsmokers 

i s  good f o r  b u s i n e s s  - and t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  

That nonsmokers w i l l  no l o n g e r  take  "no" f o r  an answer  was made 

c l e a r  by r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  even t s .  I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  home s t a t e  of 

Americans f o r  Nonsmokers' R i g h t s ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  was enac ted  l a s t  month t o  

e l i m i n a t e  smoking on a i r l i n e  f l i g h t s  and o t h e r  means of p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i t h i n  the  s t a t e .  The enormous p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  was evidenced by lops ided  v o t e s  i n  t h e  

Democra t i ca l ly  c o n t r o l l e d  l e g i s l a t u r e  and s i g n a t u r e  by o u r  Republican 

Governor. 

A t  ~ n k r i c a n s  f o r  Nonsmokers' R igh t s ,  we a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  and nonsmokers a c r o s s  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  From o u r  

exper i ence ,  we know t h e r e  i s  a growing awareness  about  t h e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  

of p a s s i v e  snok ing  and t h e  need f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h  i n  t h i s  a rea .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  t ime  has  come f o r  smokefree 

f l i g h t  

Thank you f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  be fo re  your today. - 


