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THE SMOKING POLITIC: A NEW CALIFORNIA BALLOT MEASURE CREATES CONTROVERSY 

Proposi t ion 5, t h e  smoking r egu la t ions  i n i t i a t i v e  on t h e  Nov. 7 
C a l i f o r n i a  b a l l o t ,  may not  r i v a l  Proposi t ion 13, t h e  proper ty  t a x  
reduc t ion  i n i t i a t i v e ,  i n  media hype. But it i s  c e r t a i n  t o  generate  
cons iderab le  emotion and h e a t  du r ing  t h e  next  four months. 

Some 30 s t a t e s ,  and many American c i t i e s ,  have laws of some kind 
r e s t r i c t j n g  smoking. But only two s t a t e s ,  Minnesota and Utah, each 
u t i l i z i n g  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  process ,  a r e  thought t o  have s w t e s  
nea r ly  a s  comprehensive a s  t h e  one now being placed before  Ca l i fo rn i a  
y o t e r s  v i a  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  rou te .  

Anti-smoking c rusade r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  f r u s t r a t e d  by l e g i s l a t i v e  
r eve r ses ,  much l i k e  t h e  proper ty  t a x  r e b e l s  were l a s t  year ,  f i n a l l y  
switched t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  process .  And, l i k e  t h e  success fu l  J a r v i s -  
Gann d r i v e ,  t h e  non-smokers were success fu l  i n  g e t t i n g  almost twice 
t h e  number of s i g n a t u r e s  needed t o  q u a l i f y  t h e i r  proposal  a t  a c o s t  
of $40,000. 

The Ca l i fo rn i a  i n i t i a t i v e  would s e t  up smoking and nonsmoking 
s e c t i o n s  i n  almost a l l  indoor p u b l i c  places ,  enclosed p laces  of 
employment, h o s p i t a l s  and schools ,  

There-would be a  $50 f i n e  for each v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  measure. 
Backers of t h e  antismoking d r i v e  - known a s  t h e  Cam a i  n  f o r  + Clean Indoor A i r  - i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e i r  i n i t i a t i v e  is n o t  a  pro 1 l t i o n i s t  

movement but  is aimed, i n s t ead ,  a t  g iv ing  persons a choice  a s  t o  whether 
t hey  have t o  i n h a l e  o t h e r  peop le ' s  smoke i n  enclosed publ ic  bu i ld ings .  

Opponents of ~ r o p o s i t i o n  5, who c a l l  themselves c a l l f o r n i a n s  f o r  
common Sense, i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  uncons t i t u t iona l ;  t h a t  it 
c o n s t i t u t e s  an invas ion  of p r ivacy  and would cost l o c a l  and s t a t e  
taxpayers  an a d d i t i o n a l  $43 m i l l i o n  t o  comply with  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  
year .  VI 

0 Actually,  t h e  b a t t l e  over  smoking curbs i n  a n a t i o n  where, according o. 
t o  a  r ecen t  survey, 40 per  c e n t  of t h e  population pu f f s ,  has been 0 

U 
e s c a l a t i n g  f o r  some t ime i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  arena.  

c 
A t  the  f e d e r a l  l e v e l ,  f o r  example, t h e  C i v i l  Aeronautics Board is o 

consider ing a  ban on p ipe  and c i g a r  smoking on a i r l i n e r s .  The board is 0 
0 

s p l i t ,  2-2, wi th  one commissioner reques t ing  more time t o  s tudy evidence. 
Health, Education and Welfare s e c r e t a r y  Joseph Cal i fano,  a former 

smoker who i s  now a n  outspoken non-smoker, p r e f e r s  education t o  
r e g u l a t i o n  i n  terms of what he c a l l s  t he  n a t i o n ' s  "most preventable  
h e a l t h  problem." 
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But Ca l i f ano ,  who h a s  proposed a $30 m i l l i o n  ant i - smoking campaign 
f o r  f i s c a l  1979, h a s  l e f t  l i t t l e  doubt  abou t  where he would s t a n d  i n  a 
P r o p o s i t i o n  !+s ty le  campaign. Bans a g a i n s t  smoking i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s ,  
h e  s a i d  r e c e n t l y ,  " a r e  a h e a l t h y  t r e n d . "  

Groups l i k e  ASH, t h e  10-year-old,  Washington-based Ac t ion  
Smokin and Heal th ,  and GASP, s h o r t  f o r  t h e  Group Aga ins t  Smokin 
- l 5 - h -  PO -- l u t l o n ,  ave s u r f a c e d  a s  m i l i t a n t  p a l t i s a n s  f o r  tobacco  refor:. 

"I d i d n ' t  s p i t  i n  your  f a c e ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  blow smoke i n  mine" is  
one phrase  which h a s  become c h i c  among t h e  r e fo rmers ,  and which makes 
f o e s ,  i n  t h e  words of o n e  p o l i t i c a l l y  savvy smoker "puff  h a r d e r . "  

The b a t t l e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  t h i s  summer and f a l l  i s  s h a p i n g  up a s  
one  between t h e  medica l  and h e a l t h  v o l u n t e e r  a g e n c i e s ,  on  t h e  one  
hand, and t h e  n a t i o n ' s  tobacco  i n d u s t r y .  A t  l e a s t  i n  terms o f  funding.  

Proponents o f  a tougher  s e t  o f  smoking r e g u l a t i o n s ,  who have 
e n l i s t e d  D r .  - Linus  (Vitamin C)  Pau l ing ,  t h e  Nobel P r i z e  s c i e n t i s t ,  a s  
honorary chairman, i n c l u d e  t h e  American Cancer S o c i e t y ,  d o n o r s  o f  
$25,000, and t h e  American Lung Assn. which h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  $5,000. 
.The..American Medical  Assn. h a s  a l s o  endorsed t h e  p a r t i a l  smoking ban. 

to-chairn-the No on 5 campa ign-a re  Xmstr:: F I c n r ~ o v , d ~ a n  Of 
t h e  uSC Center o f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s ,  and John Henninq, e x e c u t 1 . e  s e c r e t a r y -  
t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  ~ a l i f o r n i a  Labor F e d e r a t i o n ,  AFL-CIO. F lournoy  smokes; 
Henning does  n o t .  

Ea r ly  campaign s t a t e m e n t s  from t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ' s  o f f i c e  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  f u n d s  b e i n g  r e c e i v e d  to  f i g h t  t h e  tougher  smoking 
p roposa l  t h u s  f a r  - $197,555 - have come from tobacco i n d u s t r y  f i r m s  
i n  New York, Kentufky and North C a r o l i n a .  And a l s o  from t h e  n a t i o n ' s  
Tobacco I n s t i t u t e  I n  t h e  ~ i s t r i c t  of Columbia. 

I n d u s t r v  s o u r c e s ,  m i n d f u l  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a  is  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b e l l w e t h e r  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n  - " look  a t  13"  - are concerned t h a t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
r a d i c a l  smoking l i m i t s  by s t a t e  v o t e r s  t h i s  f a l l  might  k i c k  o f f  a 
demand f o r  tougher  s t a t u t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U.S. 

L i g h t  on greenbacks ,  t h e  pro-5 campaign w i l l  u se  gimmicks l i k e  a 
Sacramento-to-San Diego b i k e  r i d e  around Labor Day t o  a t t r a c t  media 0 

coverage .  C y c l i s t s  w i l l  v i s i t  r e s t a u r a n t s  e n  r o u t e  and c o n g r a t u l a t e  
0 
0 

owners who have a l r e a d y  i n a u g u r a t e d  smoking and non-smoking s e c t i o n s  
f o r  pa t rons .  C 

0 

LABOR: CAN JERRY BROWN CAPTURE THE AFL-CIO ENDORSEMENT T H I S  VEEK? 
A t  d e a d l i n e ,  J e r r y  Brown had n o t  y e t  p u t  h i s  b l u e  p e n c i l  i n  t h e  a i r  t o  

a n a l y s e  t h e  new s t a t e  budget .  Howard J a r v i s  s a y s  h e  is p l e a s e d  w i t h  
t h e  way t h e  governor  is implementing 1 3  and t h a t  he  ( J a r v i s )  w i l l  endorse  
t h e  cand ida te  for g o v e r n o r  who does  t h e  b e s t  job i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  Brown, 
n o t  Republican C v e l l e  Younger, would seem to  have t h e  best s h o t  now. 

A major q u e s t i o n  a t  t h i s  week's  1 2 t h  Convention of t h e  AFL-CIO i n  
San Franc i sco  w i l l  b e  whether  Brown, s t u c k  w i t h  a no-win b u d g e t , i s  
a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n ' s  endorsement . .His  e x p l a n a t i o n  on t h e  need 
t o  f r e e z e  t h e  pay  of s t a t e  workers  t o  s a v e  jobs  has angered  many union 
members i n  t h e  p u b l i c  employe s e c t o r .  However, union  members i n  l a r g e  
numbers b o l t e d  from t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  backing  Jarvis-Gann.  Brown should 
get  t h e  AFL-C10's back ing  for a second term. But t h e  l a b o r  ' f e d e r a t i o n  
cou ld  l e a v e  t h e  r a c e  f o r  governor open,  l e t t i n g  each  union  d e c i d e  i t s  
choice.  O r  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  c o u l d  make a d u a l  endorsement of b o t h  Brown 
and Younger. The r a n k - a n d - f i l e  a r e  n o t  v e r y  p r e d i c t a b l e  i n  1978. 


