
October 26, 1993 

MEMORANDOM 

TO: Michele Radell 

FROM: * Walter Woodson 
. . . . .  

SUBJECT:: ' . Tab&abo': I.iid~skrg.''JAbor Management ' co&iftee 

- -- - - 

The folloving disbursements of Tobaocc industry Labor Management 
.conunittee funds should be made on or about the first day of 
November. 

Citizens for Tax Justice $ 9,000 
The Economic Policy Institute 5,000 

... . . . .  . . .. -. 
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- -. -- ........-..--Congress 0-f .California...Senior-s .: .. ... 3. 0.00 - . 
. . . . .  ....... . =  - 

L - - 1 - .  

. .  . .  . .  . .  .. . -  Iowa C z  Action N w o r k - -  ..... .- .. - - -1. .......... -.3:-,.OOO.-.: ... ....- : 
~.lorid.a.-~t.at.e--~ounci.l ... of -ci.tkzens ... 

- . ~ .  . . .~ . ... ... .. ..-.I Education:-&. -Research ..Fund .... :.. -.-L --: - . .. -... .... . - .  2. -500 - . . . . .  -. ... 
. -.- ~ .. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -. ... .. ............ _. . . . . . .  1~ . . . . . .  . . .  -. .. .. .I . . . . . . . .  

- ~ ~ . . ~ .  . . .  prosrE~si.ve Populist Fducation. _Pund . - . . - . .  - . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . .  . ~ . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  

2 I 500- 
- -  - -  - Labor- Council for Latin -American- 

Advancement 2,000 
. . . . . .  New- Jersey Citizen Action - - . - -  21000---- - . 

Senior Citizen Education and Research . . 

Association of New York 2,000 . . . 
';. ' .: Nat~iona&:~Co.~sum@~~' .:Le,qve : . , . . . . . ..:' . . I  ,: 2,000 

Minnesota Citizens for Tax ~ustice 2,000 
The Montana Alliance for Progressive Policy 1,500 
Pennsylvania Institute on Public Policy 1,500 

Total 

Please let me know if you have any questions. I 



October 20, 1993 

TO: Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam 

: Susan stuntwt 4 
The attached editorial on the Clinton health care reform plan -- 
and financing through tobacco taxes -- appeared in the fall edition 
of the American Family Farm Foundation newsletter, that is 
distributed to some 200 farm activists, mostly in the midwest. 

- .  - - - 
- . - 

Attachment 

cc: - Cxl--George 
Walter Woodson 



NEWSLETTER 

. . 

An Editorial Viewpoint of the ~ati-onai 1 
Health Care Plan 1 

1 applaud President Clinton road ice cream, bunge jumping, 
and the First Lady on their intro- sun bathing. hand guns, micro- 
duction of a national health care wave ovens, ,md thoseCh.evy 
solution to our national health pick-ups with the vulnerable 
care crisis. Once again this new gasoline tanks? Why not 
administration has shown it is brriaden the tax'base an3 lower 

. . ready--and willing to tackle the the tax 'm<e? ' ~ . .  . . .  

tough issues whether they be A consumption tax on to- 
popular or, in rliost cases, un- bacco consumers is a produc- 
popular. tion tax'on tobacco. pr~ducers., . 

Fanners, ranchers and rural Local, state and federal taxes 
Americans need health a r e  re- are already coliexted on tobacco 

- ~ .- .-... . . - .. 
. .-- . -fcm.+ much as any other sator -at-a ~ t t :  of pver-$@,OpO~-~@ il~ii 

~ . . . . . . . - .. . . . . - -. -. ... -. -- . . . .- . .. . - . . - . - - . 

. . . 
of.our society. M e n  competing annually. . There are over halfa 

. . iii t h e  global agricui tural mar- million families raising tobacco 
" < .  . . .- -. . . 

. . -kc3place,~.we-find ourselves on in  the United s&tes%n -farmi 
.. .anunlcvcled.playing field when averaging approximately 2.3- 

. .. ~. . . . . . - . . . . - - .- . . 

i t  . comes . .. to health care. When acres. By law they receive no 
U.S. wheat farmers were pitted government subsidiesand.in fact 
against' the ~ a n a d i ~ n  wka t  pay two separate taxes to the 
farmers as a result of the Cana- government for theprivilege of 
dian Fre'e" Trade ~greement growmi the product Those farm 
(grandfather to NAFTA), they families suppbrt rural commu- 
wcrc immcdiatcly put at an un- nitics. businesses, churchcs, 
fair. advantage,. . U,S,. farmers schools and hospitals.. Putting 
average $4.000per year in health them out of business will not 
insurance and another $2.500 in stop folks from smoking. You 
workers compensation. The can be assured the multinational 
Canadian producers just across corporations will either grow or 
the 48th parallel have no such import tobacco long after the 
costs, giving them a $6,500 per auctioneer's gavel has fallen at 
year advantage. If we are to the liquidation sale of the last 
contpele, we need the weapons family farmer- 
to do so. It is unjust to require the 

One coristructive suggestion producers of one commodity to 
I would submit to the Preiidenl carry the burden of liealtl; care 
is to reexamine the funding financing alone. Let's find an 
mechanism for the health care equitable way to finance this 
plan. Why tax tobacco and not program. 
also (ax all lhiags whiclch ]lave . . 
been alieged to be bad for our Larry Mitchell 
health? Why not tax VCR mvjc Agriculm= Cdnmlmt md 
mgr cable TV. mrher zwky Family Farm A.~VOCXL 



October 21, 1993 

TO: Bob Lewis 
Bob Madam -1 

FROM: Susan Stuntz 
@ 

Attached for your information are two more resolutions from 
regional union councils opposing cigarette excise taxes to finance 
health care reform. LMC consultant Harry Kaiser has succeeded in 
obtaining both: 

1. From the Ohio United Mine Workers -COMPAC (Coal Miners - - 
Political Action Cornittee) , representing more than 12,000 
-active and retiree-members of the UMW-in Ohio. 

- -  - --- 

2. From the Ohio Valley Council of _Sheet Metal Workers, 
representing nearly--10~~000 members .in Ohio and portions of - - -  - - 

- West Virginia. - 

Both will be forwarded to the appropriate Congressional 
delegations. We are working on obtaining copies of the letters 
that have forwarded all of these resolutions and will get them to 
you as soon as they arrive. 

Attachments 

cc: Cal George 
Walter Woodson 



UNITED MINE WORKERS of AiMERICA 

0 H I 0 C 0 f A C .,,,*,,~,,, 
COAl. MlNERS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE Chdrrrs 

54000 DILLU BOTTOM MD8 C n W S  

SHAOYSICJX, OHIO 13H1 ONu Staff Coa-w 

PEIONC (614) 616-372 

-, Ttu dnrrlemnt of  hmalth cat0 rararm policy within 
ma Wlnton Addnimtntlon inolurua gr l a  waioh w u l d  
ii-a t~ heat* w. n t o n  pao~g .TZuq .  a ae-tia 
inCmrra in t h m  fadoral aiqete%w oxcirm tax rtpottedly 
m g i n g  ktvm $1 and 92 pmr prckt and 

liKEmm8, mah A dlaaatio Lnereaaa in *a uounc er tha 
. fdaral  c i ~ r a t k  uroimm t a x  wouad r m m u l t  in tha lomm of - 

- - - thouad8 -of -blqhay #killed, high-w~ga -343~8 -in Chr-oiprmtta - - - - - -- 
- -rau~uzactudnq i n d u m t y  UraatLy, aad othar thowmd~ or - 

. 0th.r job,  lore la reLated maoondary employmmnt, and - 
I 

- The avarWR.lming majority oC tobrcm--work6i= arm - 1 
durn-pa inq union nabazl s?apro1(1nt.6 by aftiliatad wioxu - 1  

- - - o f  u. f;L-mo, .nb - - - 
I 

~~~ 0onrurP.c @xaisr taxar on Ltama uucB am tabaoao, 
gamolinr and aloobaUo bavarmgr* arm rqrm~rniv8 twur 
plro&ng r dispmpartionat. burdm on working nrrn and wonan 
and tbmir CnmUirr, anb 

mamA8, fie national AFL-CTO oppora 1ncrea.u An UI8 lava1 
of rrqruarive aanm\rrur mxciar tax- on ciqwottaa and o e  
P-Otr, and 

WPEWEII, Cons- r w c i m m  tax.. ruprmmmnt an unmtablr anU 
dwlintnq m a u r c m m  of =vIilua, whil~ a t  t)L. ram tiam haalth 
eatm aomta rnd dvmand for 8anritus c~ntinue t o  sro8la~0,  
tharofeea, be it 



RE60LVE0, That th OHZQ COlwW rupgarto bread-barma, 
pregmmrSvo i5auacinp at hrrlCh oatm rrform, and, b* i t  
furtnr r 
WtBOtVSKa, That th, Oat0 uWAc vill continua l o  work witla 
th. M ~ ~ M L  W&..CSO p~oIPak gaitLy f h ~ r d  bUic  M8ltU 
LnBur.nar pratmation .la+ a11 mmrlcmr. 



OHIO VALLEY COUNCIL OF SHE- METAL WORKER8 

d!!l 
wmRl!AS, Thm drvelo msnt el hoazth caw to rom 

oziay w i t h i n  the C ! i n tm hdminiatr~tien 
ino1u4.r propeaur ~ b i a  would ginmg. th. 
haalth car0 roform packagm through a dramrtic 
increaaa in the federal digrrattm exsire tax 
r o w a d l y  ranging brtubnn 61 and $2 paz peek: 
hhd 

VXERt&3, Guah a dramatlc increase in #a amunr 
of  thm federal cigmrakta axeisa tax would-- 
r8rulf ln the loma of tnoumandr oL hi ly e" r X i l l o d ,  high-wagm jobs in the cipara t o  
mmufaatur$nq induut dirsatry, and othmr 
thourandm of  other jo "K 6 lomt in rrlated 
8aCOndBSY ~r~playmelrG, and 

-, 2hr warwnalntinp m a j o r i t  of tabaoco 
-- -workrrs- a m  duo.-paying union m d W8 - - 
- wgremmnta4 by arciliatau unions OF the UYL- 

CZO, (1116 - 

M l l U u M ,  Con.ummr .-i6e taxemgn ikons &ah ae 
tobrcee, q 8 8 0 l h O  and 8Jceho;rie bevmra rr ara 
rogremmiur taxam,, placing 8 digproport 1 enatr 
butden on wocxing lnur md warn and t h a i r  
f.mili.8, and 

VITHEREAS, national ML-CIO ogposar increamam 
in tho level of zeprrm~ive conmuter rxeise 
Uxa8 on cigrratt- and akhrr productat and 

wlmuAs, cpnrumar urcimm taxee ropreront an 
unrtabl~:. and dmol inlng rourcea o t  rwanur , 
whilm '&thr manu t i m e  h l t h  ca* codtfi m d  
dasad llor 6eNaau centinua to  e ~ ~ a l r t a ~  
t?~mrmtoro, bm it 



PAQL TWO 

RESOLVED, That the Om0 VAXUY COUNCIL - SHWZA 
o oaor as1 * * L O W  ta  inoream. the frderal 
ggar.rt. aci.. UX am nmru o f  linnn91rXJ 
hralth oar. rrform, ma, be It furthrr 

ma arm broad-bard, progrsraiuo tknanolng or 
he6 ? th oarr ZeLora, am, 'br it furthmr 

RESOtVED, That thB O?ZIO V A W Y  COUNCTL - S m  
w i l l  continu to work w i t h  thn national A P W I o  
t o  promota r8irl zinancod basic hmrlth 
inmurancm emteation for a l l  Warioana. 



October 20, 1993 

TO: Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam / 

FROM: Susan stunt$@ 

As you know, David Senter of the American Agriculture Movement this 
afternoon met with Mike-Lux, who is the White House public liaison 
persc:: fcr health care. Tne meeting ?{as st Lux's request. 

.+, 

According to Senter, Lux began 'the meeting by zelLing him that the 
cigarette tax that will be included in the Administration bill that 
will go to the Hill next week is 75 cents. He stressed that this 
is a "bargaining  position,^^ and said that the Administration would 
not oppose beer, wine, distilled, or gun taxes*. -- According to 
Senter, Lux said that the Administration 'would not- proposef' -such 
taxes, but Ifwill not oppose them!! either. _ - . . . .- 

He also asked- ~enter how- much it- would cost if the -~dministration 
were to try to fund a program to get the farmers out of tobacco and 
onto-other crops. Senter told him Sux didn't--understand the 
economics of tobacco growing if he wzs asking such a question ... 
and then explained the problems with crop diversification when it 
comes to tobacco. 

Lux also volunteered that the Ac':nir.istration official who has 
pushed hardest for the highest possible tax is Vice President Gore. 

Finally, Senter told Lux of the recent visits by black tobacco 
farmers to Congressional Black Caucus members. He spoke 
epeciEisa;lly,,.apo~t .Eattie Mzck az9 tr?..Ld LC? that  Mack has invited 
'~illary clinton-'to coine visit 'her'"on hk& *a&.'' Lux said he would 
take the invitation to Hillary (when she turns it. down -- as we 
expect she .yi;lJ. -t: Mqttie. M~CR. .  .will, hqye -s'omet&~g, more for the 
media). Senter will keep in touch to make sure that the black 
growers meet with a White House o f f i c i a l  at the highest possible 
level. . . 

. . .  . . . .  .I . ' . ... . . . I .... ' i  l . . .  ., 
cc: ~amu;?i D. "~hilcote, Jr. - 

Cal George 
Walter Woodson 



October 18, 1993 

TO: Bob Lewis 
Bob McAdam 

FROM: Susan stunt=@ 

RE: ~armers'Meetings with Congressional Black Caucus 

Last week representatives from the Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives, representing black farmers, visited a number of 
members of the Congressional Black Caucus, to discuss their 
concerns with the Clinton FET/health care reform proposal, 
Participants included Ralph Paige, executive director of the 

1- - Federation of Southern Cooperatives, -and -growers Mattie Mack- of - 

- Kentucky, Charles Sherrod of Georgia-and Mr. and Mrs. Rice of- 
Virginia, -- - - 

- R~D.-Sanford B ~ S ~ O D  (D-GAI told the group he "reall-y appreciated- 
the visit,!@ saying- it "gave courage to keep fightingeg8 He said 
he was opposed tobacco taxes to fund health care reform, A film 
crew from MacNeil/Lehrer was on hand to tape the meeting. 

R~P. James Clvburn (D-SC) urged the group to return at a later 
date to meet with other CBC members to encourage them to join him 
in opposing higher tobacco taxes. 

Charles Sherrod of Georgia had marched with ReD. John Lewis ID- = during civil rights protests in the 1960s -- and in fact 
Lewis has photos of the two of them together, Following a long 
discussion, Lewis told Sherrod, I t I  will be sympathetic to your 
fairness argument, I* 

ReD. Tom Barlow (D-KY) had heard of the group's plans to visit 
Washington during the Burley & Dark Leaf convention in Nashville 
and asked them to stop by and meet with him. And later in the 
evening, R ~ D .  Carrie Meek (D-FL), met with the group at dinner to 
tell them she was opposed to singling out~tobacco. -. 

R ~ D .  William Jefferson tD-LA), and his staff concurred with the 
group's concerns about fairness. Jefferson noted that he had 
grown up on a farm in Louisiana, that he still owned his family's 
farm, and that black ownership of land is important. 



ReD. Bennie Thomoson (D-MS) told the group he would work with 
them on the health care proposal Itto protect black tobacco 
farmers.1v Thompson suggested, "Maybe we should tax guns instead 
of tobacco because they increase health care costs -- just stop 
by an emergency room some night," 

Reo. Cvnthia McKinnev (D-GAL said, llyou know I'll do what you 
want.Iv She added, "we need health care and I support the 
President, but the tax needs to be fair." 

The group spent 90 minutes with R~D. Earl Hilliard ID-AL), who 
began by suggesting the tax be reduced to 50 cents ..,. then 24 
cents, to which Mattie Mack responded, Inno increase would be much 
better. 

The scheduled meeting with R~D. Eva Clavton 1D-NC) was cancelled 
because of House business. Her staff, however, told the group 
that Clayton opposed any increase. 

Finally, Ralph Paige met with ReD. Charles Rancrel ID-NYL, who 
asked him to stay in touch with details on the impact of the 

.. . . .~ health .~ .. care . . . .  bill on black farmers. .... . . . - .  . . . . . .  
~ - . . . . .  

. -  - - - .. - - . . . . .. ........:.... ~ ~ .- . . . . .  - - - - - . -- . %_ -- _. . __ _ _  . . . . . .  -- .. ~ . . 
. . .  ..~ - . . .  . . . . . .  &. 

..- -. 
- . . . . .  . . . . . . . . - .  . . . . . . .  cd-: --saVG chileot& - . . . . . .  . . . . . .  

. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -- . . -  - - - .. 

- 
- Cal George - - - 

Walter Woodson - - - - - - - - -  


