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ACCION EN VENEZUELA
Apartado 6561
Caracas D.F.
February 18, 1965

M, Forrest Murden

International Relations Consultants
39 E 5st. St,-

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Hurden:

It ie the feeling of many of us Northamericam workers of
ACCION EN VENEZUELA that the New York members of the Board of
Directors have a somewhat distant contact with the actual work
of ACCION and that it is difficult for them to obtain an accurw
ate feeling for the fruits of their lebors in the States, sc
wvital to our existemcc here and to the existence of ACCION. I
would like to present some of wmy own personal opinions and eg-
periences during my six months with ACCION jnr the hopes thati
they will bring you up to date on ACCION's role in Venezuela
and %o & realization of the great meed for and value of your
endeavors on our behalf,

I began working the end of September, after six weeks of
intensive language training and two wecks of instruction in com=
mmity action ~ a very complete courss designed by ACCION, which
inciuded many examples of past experiences of the organlzation
and seminars held in the Caracas barrios vwhere ACCION is working.
T was sent to a new barrio for ACCION, located just outside of
Caracas in what comprises the Seventh and newest Zone, with a -
Venezuelan student of Architecture, Rémulo Lépez. I have conti-
nually found him a fine person to work with - totally involved
and dedicated to his task. For the first four menths we roved
slowly, getting to know the people, letting them get to know us,
and gaining their confidence by beginning 2 number o# small acw
tivities: sewing, cooking, and adult education classes, movies,
the formation of a Boy Scout Troup, a Children's Party and a
Christmas program. These activities were oriented around various
barrio groups - famllies, friends, women, young girls, young
boys, eotc. '

In December, Rémulo and I gained the help of another hand,
Jonathan Drower, a '62 graduate of Amherst College who worked L
with the Americam Friends Seyvice Committee in Halti for a year R -
and a half after his graduatin. The three of us have now fina-
l1ized our plans for the next eight months {please see enclosed
presentation) and are excited by the potential we see, Of pri-~
mary lmportance, because it has proven (with its various fumc-
tions and innate meaning) to be the key to community action - -
to changing attitudes often so fatalistic and to forming comuu-
nity spirit - is the acquisition of a comwunity Educational Cen=
ter within the barrio which will serve as a school and a meeting
place for all other barrio activities. In January we obtaindd a
provisional local by working through a barrio woman's committee
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