
June 28,  1985 

MEMORANDUM 

TO : Howard L i  ebengood 

FROM : Peter G.  Sparb 

A s  discussed yesterday,  several  groups should jo in  us i n  
opposing Senator Stevens' proposed b i l l  t o  r e s t r i c t  smoking i n  
federa l  bui ldings  ( see  enclosure.)  

A t  t h i s  po in t ,  these groups f a l l  i n t o  two ca tegor ies :  
f ede ra l  employee unions and veterans  groups. Unions should be of 
p a r t i c u l a r  help s ince  Stevens ind ica tes  i n  h i s  "Dear Colleague" 
l e t t e r  t h a t  h i s  b i l l  i s  intended t o  pro tec t  federa l  workers. 

Both labor  and veterans groups have expressed concern 
about r e s t r i c t i o n s .  We a r e  reasonably confident t h a t  they w i l l  
a s s i s t  us immediately t o  discourage Senators from cosponsoring 
Stevens' b i l l .  

They include:  

o American Federation of Government Workers. AFGE has 
about 300,000 members i n  the  federa l  workforce. We have 
worke-d with AFGE o f f i c i a l s  i n  Flor ida on workplace 
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  AFGE president  Ken Blalock i s  f r iendly .  

o Service Employees In te rna t iona l  Union/National 
Association of Government Employees. Approximately 
90,000 federa l  workers here.  SEIU broke with r e s t  of 
labor  t o  he lp  us on sunset .  Good personal r e l a t i o n s  
with almost e n t i r e  sen ior  s t a f f  of t h i s  union. 

o American Posta l  Workers. Roughly 250,000+ federa l  
workers. Pres ident  Moe B i l l e r  i s  reasonably f r iendly .  
Good chance of help.  

o National Association of L e t t e r  Car r ie rs .  About same 
s i z e  as the  American Posta l  Workers. President Vinnie 
Sombrotto is, f r i end ly  and should be he lpfu l .  
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o  Unions on Labor Management Committee: Carpen te r s ,  Sheet  
Metal Workers, Firemen and O i l e r s  have members employed 
by t h e  f e d e r a l  government. 

o  Publ ic  Employees Divis ion  of t h e  AFL-CIO. The 
D i v i s i o n ' s  research  d i r e c t o r ,  Dave Wilhelm, doubles a s  
d i r e c t o r  of  C i t i z e n s  For Tax J u s t i c e .  Very suppor t ive .  

- # 

o  National  Federa t ion  o f  Federal  Employees. Not p a r t  of 
t h e  AFL-CIO bu t  reasonably  i n f l u e n t i a l .  P res iden t  Jim 
P i e r c e  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be sympathet ic .  

o  American Legion. S t rong ly  opposed t o  smoking 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  V.A. f a c i l i t i e s .  Were aware and 
involved i n  e a r l i e r  f i g h t  over  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  V.A. 
h o s p i t a l s .  P r e s i d e n t  Bob Spanogle i s  f r i e n d l y  and 
suppor t ive .  

o  Paralyzed Veterans of America. Also s t r o n g l y  opposed t o  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  V.A. f a c i l i t i e s .  Involved i n  e a r l i e r  
f i g h t .  L e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  Doug Vollmer, i s  f r i e n d l y  
and suppor t ive .  

o  Vietnam Veterans of  America. ~ l s o  i n  oppos i t ion  t o  
r e s t r i c t i o n s .  P res iden t  Bobby Mueller and top  s t a f f  
have s a i d  they w i l l  h e l p  i n  t h i s  s o r t  of  b a t t l e .  

We are now con tac t ing  each o f  t h e s e  groups f o r  h e l p  i n  t h e  
form of phone c a l l s  and l e t t e r s  t o  Members with whom they work. 
We w i l l  keep you aware of a l l  progress  and problems. 

You had mentioned t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  a  p u b l i c  employees 
union i s  behind Stevens '  b i l l .  There have been some l o c a l s  i n  
f avor  of r e s t r i c t i o n s .  But,  g iven t h e  AFLLCIOts n e u t r a l  t o  
n e g a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  on smoking r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  I doubt t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s  had much t o  do wi th  t h i s  b i l l .  Never the less ,  we 
w i l l  be checking t h a t  o u t  a s  we l l .  

Since t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  of i t s  k i n d ,  we 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s t r o n g ,  broad-based n e g a t i v e  r e a c t i o n  might s igna l  
t h e  anti-smokers t h a t  t h e  time i s  n o t  y e t  r i g h t  f o r  f e d e r a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s o r t .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i f  Stevens i s  a t  a l l  
s u c c e s s f u l  w e  w i l l  s e e  a  parade o f  similar b i l l s .  
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Therefore ,  we a r e  g i v i n g  much c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  involving 
o t h e r  f r i e n d l y  groups with an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  matter. Any and 
a l l  sugges t ions  would be apprec ia ted .  

Thanks f o r  your he lp .  

IPS 
Enclosure 

cc :  Sam Chi lco te  
B i l l  Kloepfer 
Bob Lewis 
Susan S tun tz  

' Judy Wiedemeier 

b cc : Maureen Delanty 
J i m  Savasese 
Rick S u l l i v a n  
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