




















































































































































































































THE CAMPAIGN FOR TUFTS

President Bacow; an avid sailor,
on the Charles River during his
time on the MIT faculty, before

. his appointment at Tufts

In the Name of the Bacows

Fitness and financial aid top the initiatives honoring the departing couple

HEN A PRESIDENTIAL COUPLE AS BELOVED AS LAWRENCE §.
and Adele Fleet Bacow bid farewell to a university, it is only
natural that their fans should want to shower them with
tributes. The Bacows have received many such honors. Not

surprisingly, given that Larry Bacow is a marathoner and former collegiate

sailor, as well as a champion of university-wide fitness, some of those tributes

promote health and athletics. Others acknowledge the Bacows’ commitment

to bringing a Tufts education within reach of worthy applicants. Here are just

a few of the projects and initiatives undertaken in the Bacows’ name.

SMOOTHER SAILING AHEAD

Two signature projects honor the
Bacows’ vision for a healthy campus.
Ground was broken April 12 on one
of them—the Steve Tisch Sports and
Fitness Center, which President Bacow
has worked tirelessly to bring to fruition.

The center, which will form the hub for
campus athletics and student fitness, re-
ceived key support in the form of a nam-
ing gift from Steve Tisch, A71, chairman
of the New York Giants, and pledges
from members of the Athletics Board of
Opverseers.

Meanwhile, the proposed Bacow
Sailing Pavilion will match the strength
and spirit of Tufts’ premier collegiate
sailing program. The pavilion’s three
floors on Upper Mystic Lake will of-
fer storage for Tufts’ fleet of forty-four
boats, a modern carpenter’s shop, locker
rooms for home and visiting teams, a
large function room for team meetings,
and an observation deck for viewing
practices and regattas. Once permits are
secured, it’s expected that ground will be
broken later this year.

These initiatives extend President
Bacow’s already long record of support
for Tufts athletics. In the Bacow era, the
William A. Shoemaker Boathouse, home
to the Jumbo crew teams, was construct-
ed; Bello Field, the first artificial-turf
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field on campus, was opened; and vener-
able Cousens Gymnasium was renovated
into a vibrant venue for hosting NCAA
tournaments.

A competitive marathoner himself,
Bacow established the annual President’s
Marathon Challenge, now the larg-
est collegiate marathon program in the
United States, to raise funds for Tufts
programs in nutrition, medical research,
and education.

A CHANCE FOR SCHOLARS

Millions of dollars in gifts made toward
endowed and term scholarships in honor
of President Bacow and Adele Fleet Bacow
will enable deserving students to gain a
college education, in the hope they’ll help
others who follow in their footsteps to re-
alize the same dream.

A $30 million gift from Tufts Trustee
Emeritus Edward H. Merrin, A50, A80P,
A82P, A85P, and his wife, Vivian, A8OP,
A82P, A85P, created the Merrin-Bacow
Fellows Scholarship Fund.

Gifts toward endowed scholarships in
the Bacows’ honor include those made by
Michael S. Gordon, A87, and Christina
Gordon; the Friedman School overseers;
Hugh R. Roome III, G74, F77, F80, A11P,
and Katherine A. (Davis) Roome, A11P;
Monte R. Haymon, E59, J83P, J85P, and
Jane Haymon, J60, J83P, J85P; William R.
O’Reilly Jr., A77, A13P, and Elizabeth C.
Ross, A13P; and the Thomas G. (A06P)
& Andrea Mendell (A0O6P) Foundation.

Philanthropy for term scholarships
in the Bacows’ honor includes gifts
made by Pierre Omidyar, A88, and
Pamela Omidyar, J89; Edward H. Budd,
A55, J80P, J86P, and Mary H. Budd, J57,
J80P, J86P; the Wedge Foundation; and
Joseph R. Martin, E99P, AO7P, A13P, and
Catherine M. Martin, E99P, AO7P, A13P.

BOOSTING NUTRITION RESEARCH

An endowed scholarship fund has been
established in President Bacow’s name at
the Gerald J. and Dorothy R. Friedman
School of Nutrition Science and Policy,
thanks to the generosity of the school’s
Board of Overseers. The Friedman
School Bacow Scholarship will provide

support for an outstanding doctoral
student at the school’s John Hancock
Research Center on Physical Activity,
Nutrition, and Obesity Prevention,
which focuses on encouraging healthier
lifestyles. “I am delighted that, through
the generosity of the overseers, another
terrific student will have a chance to pur-
sue such a noble and important agenda,”
says Bacow.

Elizabeth Cochary Gross, N82, N88,
a Friedman overseer and vice chair of
the Beyond Boundaries campaign at the
school, says the scholarship acknowledg-
es the “incredible support” Bacow has
given the Friedman School during his
tenure. “His dedication of funds from
each Marathon Challenge to the pro-
grams at Friedman, his work to help se-
cure funds for the Hancock Center, and

his personal passion for a healthy lifestyle
are all instrumental in his engagement at
Friedman,” says Cochary Gross, whose
own ties to the school include graduat-
ing from its Ph.D. program, founding its
alumni association, and creating the ad-
missions office for the school while also
serving on the faculty.

Hancock Center Director Miriam
Nelson expresses delight at the gift es-
tablishing the Bacow Scholars. “Larry
Bacow has been such a champion of our
work here at the center,” she says. “We
started out with two people, and now we
have a thriving international research
center with more than thirty faculty,
staff, and students. Larry has had a last-
ing impact on our work and on our tra-
jectory. This scholarship is a fitting trib-
ute to his legacy.”

“Larry Bacow has had a lasting impact
on our work and on our trajectory.”

—MIir1IAM NELSON, DIRECTOR, HANCOCK CENTER

Rendering of the Bacow Sailing Pavilion, proposed for construction on Upper Mystic Lake

RENDERING: R.E. DINNEEN ARCHITECTS & PLANNERS
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The Next Sol Gittleman

New funds, including one named for the
legendary professor, aim to nurture great faculty

BY MARK SULLIVAN

HE BEAUTY OF A SOL GITTLEMAN LITERATURE CLASS IS THE WAY IT
seamlessly integrates history, culture, religion, and music. Gittleman,
the Alice and Nathan Gantcher University Professor, is an institution at
Tufts, the exemplar of how to create a dynamic academic environment
that begins freshman year and inspires students for a lifetime.

The Gittleman Endowment for Excellence in Teaching was established in his
honor to support faculty development and create an endowed professorship. More
than a hundred people who have benefited from Gittleman’s special brand of teach-
ing and mentoring have donated to the fund, which now exceeds $2.4 million.

Faculty development funds established during the Beyond Boundaries campaign
are providing startup dollars and other critical support to attract and keep outstand-
ing professors. And they’re working. “We have been recruiting fabulous scholars to the
university—superb, superb individuals,” says President Lawrence S. Bacow. The funds
include the Smith Presidential Initiatives Fund, the Knez Fund, the Neubauer Faculty
Fellows, the Bernstein Faculty Fellows, the Merrin Fund for Faculty Excellence, and the
John A. Cataldo Faculty Endowment in the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering. And now the Gittleman Endowment. Regardless of its name, each of
these funds aims to nurture the next generation of Sol Gittlemans.

And who might they be? Out of many possible New Gittlemans, here are three,
each of whom has benefited from faculty development funds created during the
campaign, and whose teaching and research promises to make a difference.

Marina Bers

Associate Professor, Child Development;
Adjunct Professor, Computer Science;
Director, DevIech Research Group

Support from: Gerald and Elaine Schuster
Fund

What she brings: “Marina has made me
rethink how I teach,” says Chris Rogers,
professor of mechanical engineering.
“Our classes have worked together on
projects, with engineers and child devel-
opment students collaborating in teams.
It is exciting to see the new products
developed—much of the learning came
from their teammates instead of from
the faculty.”

Her research focus: Incorporating robot-
ics into early childhood education. “We
help little kids become producers rather
than just consumers of technology,”
Bers says. Kindergartners at the Healey
School in Somerville and Eliot-Pearson
Children’s School at Tufts make fanci-
ful robots from LEGO bricks and piece
wooden blocks together to represent
command sequences. “Young kids learn
by playing,” Bers says.

Undergraduates and graduate stu-
dents assist in the DevTech Research
Group. “It’s a chance for grad students
to work with and mentor the under-
grads. We have more than fifteen un-
dergrads working with us under a grant
from the National Science Foundation. I
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treat undergraduates like grad students.
Several have published papers.”

She adds: “I'm passionate about what
I do.” Her students are, too. “They fall in
love with the work and you see them say
‘Wow!””

Why Tufts: “In my class I have engineer-
ing students and computer science stu-
dents, environmental science and biol-
ogy students, not just child development
students. We’re doing exciting, pioneer-
ing work, exploring new ways of think-
ing. The beauty of Tufts is that it’s small
enough that this can happen.”

Scheutz

Matthias Scheutz

Associate Professor, Cognitive and
Computer Science;

Director, Human-Robot Interaction
Laboratory

Support from: Richard A. and Susan
F. Smith Presidential Initiatives Fund,
Michael and Christina Gordon Fund

What he brings: Two Ph.D.s and prior
faculty positions in computer science
and engineering, cognitive science, and
the philosophy of science. He is work-
ing with other Tufts faculty to develop
a joint Ph.D. program in cognitive sci-
ence. “He challenges students to imple-
ment their ideas of what it takes to make
robots smart, while asking them to re-
flect on the ethical and societal implica-
tions of technology,” says Carla Brodley,

professor and chair of computer science.

His research focus: Enabling robots to
interact with people using natural lan-
guage: “conversations, sentence frag-
ments, the kind of spontaneous speech
we use with each other,” Scheutz says.
“How do we incorporate this language
processing into artificial intelligence?
It’s very easy for people, but hard for
machines. We are moving toward a
human-robot society. We already have
lots of simple robots like robot vacuum
cleaners, robot toys, and rescue robots,
but this is only the beginning. For more
complex robots, the goal is to give them
instructions in natural language—so
your household robot will have prepared
dinner for you when you come home at
eight. This degree of naturalness won’t
be realized any time soon. But what we
are learning now sheds light on cognitive
processes in humans, on how people talk
and interact and understand each other.
And programming these mechanical de-
vices helps us to better conceptualize the
philosophical questions about how the
mind might work.”

Why Tufts? “People are talking to each
other. I was attracted by the prospect of
building a graduate program in cogni-
tive science that will bring together ex-
pertise in language, philosophy, psychol-
ogy, biology, and engineering. There’s
great expertise in all these areas at Tufts,
and people are eager to work together,
which is fantastic. It’s very important for
undergrads to become involved early on
in research projects. I tell my students,
‘Ifyou think you have a way to get robots
to recognize objects or navigate through
the building, then go do it!””

Jamie Maguire

Assistant Professor of Neuroscience,
Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical
Sciences

Support from: University funds for re-
cruitment and lab setup
What she brings: “Jamie is a young,

energetic scientist, rigorously trained,”
says Philip Haydon, the Annetta and
Gustav Grisard Professor and chair of
neuroscience. “Her ability to integrate
cell and molecular approaches to study-
ing mechanisms underlying neuro-
logical disorders and psychiatric states
promises to provide entirely new insights
into these conditions. We are certain she
will provide today’s discoveries for to-
morrow’s cures.”

About her work: “My lab looks at how
stress triggers different neurological
and neuropsychiatric disorders, ranging
from epilepsy to depression,” Maguire
says. “We are looking at the neurons that
control the body’s physiological response
to stress. Finding a piece of the puzzle
that explains something unknown is
exhilarating. Since my background is
in epilepsy, I hope my work will make
a difference in the lives of people who
suffer from this disorder. There still are
patients who are given lobotomies—
a medieval practice that [ hope can be
eliminated.”

Maguire

S

Why Tufts: “The department has been
incredibly supportive,” she says. “The
startup funds allowed me to hit the
ground running and be really produc-
tive early. Tufts is a tight-knit commu-
nity full of people who are working to-
gether toward common goals. The close
relationship between the students and
faculty is very enjoyable.”

PHOTOS: ALONSO NICHOLS (SCHEUTZ); KELVIN MA (MAGUIRE)

summer 2011 TUFTS MAGAZINE 73




Decorating
with Flair

It's your home, not a hotel room

SUYSEL DEPEDRO CUNNINGHAM, J98, AND ANNE MAXWELL FOSTER,
INTERIOR DESIGNERS, TILTON FENWICK LLC, NEW YORK CITY

Buy from the heart. Surround yourself with things you love
and your home will reflect that joy. Don’t worry about items
matching perfectly. Combinations such as a dining table and
chairs of different styles and wood finishes can result in a more
authentic look. Remember that decorating is a way of showing
your taste, style, and perspective, through individual pieces you

have acquired over time.

Take big chances on small rooms. Try some fun wallpaper or
a bright paint color in a powder room, hallway, or small bed-
room, where there’s little risk of overdoing it. Forget the com-

mon misconception that small spaces
cannot handle bold color. Be bold in
these spaces and you’ll create tiny gems
throughout your home.

Reimagine old pieces. Reupholstering
or repainting old furniture can give it a
whole new life. We love the twist of us-
ing a contemporary fabric pattern on an
antique chair seat. Reinventing antique
and vintage pieces is also a good way to
be eco-friendly. And it can be easy on
your budget, thanks to the terrific deals
that are often available.

Shop online. Sites such as Gilt Home, 1st
Dibs, Vintage and Modern, and Ebay
are great places to find furniture and
accessories.

Surf blogs. The huge and ever-growing
design blog community is a rich forum
for decorating ideas. Some of our own
bookmarks include StyleBeat, Coco &
Kelley, CasaSugar, and SoHaute.

WRITING YOUR WEDDING CEREMONY

REGINA M. PACITTI, J75, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

BEGIN BY WELCOMING YOUR GUESTS. You may also want to remember those who
can’t be present. Conclude with some thoughts on love and the meaning of marriage.

KEEP VOWS TO A PAGE OR TWO. The state’s critical required ingredient is evidence of a
promise. Focus on why you chose each other and what you will do and be for each other.

CHOOSE READINGS THAT RESONATE WITH YOU. Be solemn with a passage from
Corinthians. Or be light with a Dr. Seuss rhyme. One or two selections, delivered by
friends and/or family before and/or after the vows, should suffice.

CHOOSE SYMBOLIC ACTS JUDICIOUSLY. Customs from religious, cultural, or ethnic
traditions can be a welcome part of a ceremony. Some couples light unity candles or
exchange roses, while others engage in broom jumping or coin presentation rituals.
Limit such acts to two at most.

DON’T FORGET THE CONCLUSION. The officiant’s pronouncement “By the power
conferred upon me by the state of ___” is a legal requirement. Afterward, share a kiss

and step into your new roles as a married couple.
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Tips for Your Day in Court

A guide to playing it straight

DON AVILA, E58, SPECIALIST IN FORENSIC TIRE ANALYSIS AND ACCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION, SCIENTIFIC TIRE SYSTEMS, AKRON, OHIO

Be honest about your background. A
good investigator can turn up more dirt
on you than you know yourself. And tell
the truth about your net worth, especial-
ly if yours is a domestic case.

Be prepared. Know your case inside out.

Wear your best. For both men and wom-
en, the top choice is a good business suit.

Don’t ignore the jury. Never talk to a juror.
Even a “good morning” is not good; keep

the pleasantries to a nod of the head and
then move on. But when you are testify-
ing, look jurors straight in the eye. If you
can’t maintain eye contact, they will won-
der what you are hiding.

Don’t show off. Use little words. Assume
the jury knows nothing and you are edu-
cating them. If you lose them in lingo,
you will probably lose the case.

Don’t yak it up. Tell the jury only the facts.
Never guess, speculate, joke, argue, exag-

gerate, or elaborate. “Yes” or “No” or “I
don’t know” are all good answers. Many
attorneys count on witnesses’ testimony
to give them ideas for more questions.

Don'’t be helpful. You are not obligated to
figure out the meaning of an attorney’s
question. Just say, “I don’t understand
the question.” Also, don’t try to handle
more than one question at a time. If you
are asked a question with multiple parts,
make the attorney break it up into mul-
tiple questions.

Get Client Relations Off to a Good Start

STUART BAKER, A74, CONSULTANT, CONSCIOUS COOPERATION, RESTON, VIRGINIA

Make the customer a partner.

Communicate clearly about costs.

Customers need to do their homework.

The more they know about what they

are trying to achieve, the better it is for
everyone. P

Money is an important matter and should
be discussed openly from the beginning.

Go the extra mile to establish trust.
It is crucial to keep up regular communica-

Communicate clearly about the job. \ ‘_j ‘ tion. On my own contracting jobs, | have
Details about a project need to be ironed 2 made a point of telling customers that |
out with you and then recorded. In my { will work hard for them, and that | want

own experience as a contractor in the
construction industry, | have found it
helpful to ask if customers are happy
with their plans. Is everything included?
Do they have doubts or fears about anything? Have they
considered how the project will affect their lives?

them to be very happy with the project.
I've told tftem that there will be messes,
but that | take pains to clean up frequently.
Sometimes |'ve asked for a one-minute
“ceremony” prior to beginning any work, during which both the
customer and | state our wishes and intentions.

WE NEED YOUR ADVICE. What are you an expert on? Share your life-enhancing tips with “Take It from Me” (tuftsmagazine@
tufts.edu or Tufts Magazine, 80 George Street, Medford, MA 02155). If we publish your submission, you will receive $50.
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AFTERIMAGE

Kazakh Eagle Hunters

B

Our top diplomat in Mongolia is also a shutterbug

PHOTOGRAPHED THESE HUNTERS—MEM-

bers of Mongolia’s minority Kazakh

population—as they gathered in a valley

near Ulaanbaatar in February 2011. The

Kazakhs live mostly in the Altai mountains in the

far western part of the country. In recent years, the

association representing Kazakh eagle hunters has

organized an annual festival to bring the centuries-

old traditions of eagle hunting to those living in the

capital city. The eagles are used to hunt small game,
including rabbit and fox.

Sights like this make Mongolia a very special place

to live and work. The first time my family and I entered

Mongolia, about ten years ago, we took the train from
Beijing. You arrive at the border in the middle of the
night, and the railway gauge changes from Chinese to
Russian, so they lift the carriage and put on a new set
of wheels. When you wake up, you're traveling across
the seemingly endless grasslands of central Mongolia.
During the time of Genghis Khan, ancient Mongolians
worshipped what they called the “eternal blue sky.”
Even today, Mongolia can be regarded as blue sky
country, and the blue skies of Mongolia often seem as
if they might well stretch forever.
—JONATHAN ADDLETON, F82, Fo1,
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO MONGOLIA
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Hl@ school sweethearts,
and grew up in a small town in west-
erh Massachusetts. Both first-generation college

students, Nanci chose UMass Amherst and Al went

to Tufts on a scholarship.

Tufts’ liberal arts education introduced Al to a more
diverse world than he had previously known: He
joined a fraternity and worked in the admissions
office, where he saw firsthand the quality of appli-

cants and their financial need.

Al and Nanci were married a week after their
respective graduations in June 1970. They live

in New Hampshire, where Al is the presiding Judge
at the Lebanon District Court and Nanci recently
retired as the director of financial aid at Dartmouth
Medical School.

Their decision t; establish a scholarship through
their estate plans is a natural extension of their
commitment to supporting students with financial
need. “Whatever we've achieved, it’s because of

our educations.”
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