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The ~ l i h t o n  Administration is seriously considering a significant increase in 
the federal excise trur on cigarettes as part of the economic plan the h i d e n t  will 
unveil before a joint d o n  of angress on Februaiy 17. The tohcm industry k 
lobbylng furiously to minimize the tax increase or avoid it entirely. Industry tactics 
are likely to include direct lobbying and grassroots mobilization through telephone 
banks using 800-numbers, p t = c a r d  campaigns and letter-writing campaigns. 

fnclusion of a major tobacw tax increase in the President's economic pian is 
of critical imptanot, as many leading Democrats in Cangres will follow Clinton's 
lead on this h e .  

It is crucial that health p u p s  and individuals remind the Administration 
and Congress nm'that the American people support higher tobacco tam. Key 
points to be made by phone, fax, mail and, where possible, in p m n a l  meetings, 
include the following: 

* ?hat you and p v r  organization strongly support a major tobacm tax 
increase of at Ieut $2 pet pack- 

' This Alert was developed in mpent ion  with the Caalition on Smoking OR 
Health, which has providtd the enclosed copy of its pper entitled "Saving Lives 
and Raising Revenue: Tbc Cwse for Major Increasa in State and Federal Tobarn 
Taxes," 
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T h a t a m a j o r ~ h t o b ~ t ~ ~ ~ n ~ b ~ ~ d e t e m n t t o p u t h t m o k i n g , a n d w i l l  
save hundreds of thdmndb -- perhaps millions - of livw over time. 

mat 76 ptccent of the Arnericeu people favor h a s a  in cigarette and a b h l  t a m .  

'Cbat tobacco tam can rake very subtantial nw ftderal reyenue to pay for national 
prloritks swb as hdth care rcfom 

That you the Clinton Administration to stand up to the tobarn industry on this 
hue. 

See the attachad sample letter for more letter-writing idens. 

1, Phone, fax or write to Praident Clinton, Hillary Rodham Clinton and key Cabinet 
mmbea. Also urge members of the Fenate Finance and House Ways and Mcans 
mmmittcea (especially those fmm your state) to support a major increw in t o b a a  taxes. 
Letters to other Members of Congreui a h  may bc useful. See the a tteched list of names 
and a d d m ,  

2, Encourage like-minded edvrxatw and organizations to wri* similar letten. Circulate this 
Alert! . 

3. Urge the ditors of your local newspaper to write an editorial in support of higher tobacco 
t a m ,  Offer to brief the editorial board 

4, Write letters to the editor of local and regional nmpapers. 

5. Considet how your organization can draw attention to this issue over the next several 
wlbelLg. 

6 P l m  send copies of all wrrespondence on thi buc (specially mpo- from Conge85 
and thc Administration) to the halition on Smoking OR Health, 1150 Conaecricur 
Avenue, NW, Suite 820, Washington, DC 20036; fax: 202452-1417. 

7. Please lei the Coalition how how p and your organization would like to participate in a 
national campaign Br higher tobaw tax=. Call Joy Eptein, the Cdalitian's 
Administrator for Federal Ixsues, at 202-452-1184. 

8. Refer to the Coalition on Smoking OR Health's enc lod  hue brief, "Saving Lim and 
Raising Rmnue: Thc h e  for Major I n c r e ~  in State and Fedcrel Tobacco Taxes"for 
background information. For useful quotes and facts on excise tax issues, please refer to 
the Advocacy Institute's Action Alert datcd 11M ("Mamchusetts Passes 25 Cent 
Cigartt te TM Increase Mdeled on Prop. 99"). 



SAMPLE LEITHi 

k a r  Mr. President: I 

On behalf of, f write to arpm our support for a major cigarette tax 
hmac OF at 1-t $2 per pack as a crucial ~ i e p  our nation should take k protect our cbildren 
from ddictbn to tobam and to lower health care cosb. 

Strong suppart for this measure already exists among the American people, hcluding 
Wny smoken. This m p p t  will only grow if your Administration forcefully articulata the health 
rationale for taking thQ step. 

The health benefits of higher tobacco taxes are not theoretical, they are proven, Every 
other major industrialized nation, including Canada, tax= tobacco at a much higher level than 
d m  the United State. Canada has reduced tobacco use among youth by m-thirds e i n ~  1 M ,  
primarily through Cobam tax increases. 

l l c  American Cancer Society, American Heart W i n t i o n  and the American Lung 
m i a t t o n  have estimated that a $2 pcr pack tsx incrcaic, maintained in rtal tcm, would raisc 
h u t  $35 billion dollam per year and wuld  save a b u t  2 million American l h  over time. 
Surely there can k no better way to rake w n u c  ib this time of twd than to i m p  a t8x that 
will plotcct our children, improve our emnomy and save munhess lives. 

We trust that in you the American people have found a leader who will stand up to the 
tobacco lobby and take this long averdue step. 

Very truly yours, 

In addition to M i n g  the t a t  above as appropriate for different olfticeholdera, letter-writers may 
whh to add additional p i n t s .  For example: 

* Letters b m  organhtium or individuals who repmnt low or middle i m m e  citizens, 
minoriiim, wnsurnen, smolcers, physkinns, etc., should make sptcial note of that fact, It 
is dthl for policymaken to understand that the dubtadtial benefik to p r  communities 
of higher tobbcm tma (reduced health care cllsts, improved health, lower smoking rates, 
etc.) outwigh concerns about higher cigarette priws and tax regressivity. 

Writers who have lost IOWA ona to tobacm may wish to share their loss and emphasize 
the human toll of smoking, 

I&duah and p u p s  may wish to suggat that tob~c6o tax revenue could Ix used for 
health care awes,  rebuilding Anikrica'~ inner cities, tobacco mntrol, misting tobarn 
famen and tobacco state eaanomies in the transition to healthier products. or other 
priorities. 



* Organizations that fmr higher tm on alcoholic h u l d  w h  bupprt £or 
~rakcnaswll. 

m~ inportlat pad  that Ary letter munk 4 hthst thc rn w r d i n ~  bf each lettor is 
of little imporiance p d e d  the basic points we covered. 

CONTACF INFORMAnON FOR KEY OFFICIALS: 

h i d e n t  Bill Uhton [Dear Mr, President] 
?he White House 
16W Pennsylvania A*., N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20500 
Phone: 202-456-1414 

First tady Hillaiy Rodham Clinton [Dear Mn. Clinton] 
[Samc a d d m  and tdephonc as the Prepident] 

Hon. Danns E Shalala, Secretary [ k a r  Ms. Secretary] 
Department of Health and Human Semi= 
200 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20201 
P b o ~ :  202-245-7000 
Fax: 202-472-7034 

Hon. Leon E Panetta, Director [Dear Mr. Panetta] 
O€Fw af Management and Budget 
Old Executive 0ff1ce Building 
17th St. & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 20503 
Washington, D.C, 20503 
Phone: 2[n*395M 
Fax: 202-395-3746 

Hoa Uoyd B n k n ,  Sehctary [Dear Mr. Secretary] 
Department of Treasury 
ljOO Penyhania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20220 
Phone: 20ZmW2533 
Fax: 202-43s-5807 



2 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

1 1 House and Senate witchboard (to reach all Members' o b ) :  20224-3121 

Address Ew Senate Membn: 
? I 

The Hen, 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

I 
A h h s  for How Members: 

?he Hon, 
U S  House of Representatives 
W~hington, DC 20515 

Demmrats: Danid P. Moynihan (NY). Max S. Baucus (MT), David L Boren (OK), Bill Bradlq 
(NJ), Gmrge 1. Mitchell (ME), David H. Pryor (AR), Donald W, Ricgle Jr, (MI), John D, 
RmkcfeHer (v, Thomas A Daschle (ST)), John B, Breeux (LA), Kent Conrad (ND) 

RepubIicans: Bob P a c k w d  (OR), Robert J. Dole (KS), William V. Roth Jr. (DE), John C 
Danforth (MO), John H. Chnfee (RI), David Durenberger (MN), Charles E Grassley (LA), Orrin 
G. Hatch (UT), Maloolm Wallop (W) 

Memkn of @ House Wan and Means 

P c w r a t p :  Sam M. Gibbns (FL), JJ. Pickle (TX), Charles B. Rangel (NY), Fortney Pete Stark 
(CA), Andy Jambs, Jr. (IN), Harold E. Ford (TN), Robert T. Matsui (CA), Barbara B. Kenntlly 
(q, William J. Coyne (PA), Michael A A n d m  TX), Sander M. M n  (MI), Benjamin L 
Cardin (MD), Jim McDermott (WA), Gerald D. Kl& (WI), John LRwb (GA), LE Payne 
(VA), Richard E Neal (MA), Peter Hoagtand (NE), Michael R. McNulty (NY), Mike Kopetski 
(OR), William J, Jeffemn (LA), Bill Brewster (OK), Mel Reynolds (IL) 

Rcpublimm: Bill Archer ("I%), Philip M. Crane (IL), Bill Gradiston (OH), Bill Thomas [CAI, E. 
Clay Shaw, Jr. (0, Don Sundquist (TN), Nancy L Johnson (CT'), Jim Bunning [KY), Fred 
Grandy (IA), h o  Houghlon (NY), Wally Herger (CA), Jim McCrery (LA), Mel H a n a k  (MO), 
Rick Santorum (PA) 


