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THE

GENERAL HISTORY
O

F

POLYBIUS.
BOOK

the Fourth.

CHAP, t

WE

{hewed, in the preceding Book,
caufes of the fecond
War between the Carthaginians and the
Romans, and what the manner, in which
Annibal entered Italy 5 and recounted alio
the feveral combats that enfued, to the battle that was fought at laft near the city
now
of Cannae, upon the river Aufidus.
go on to defcribe the affairs of Greece, that
were tran fa&ed during the fame period, and
in the courfe of the hundred-fortieth Olymbut mall firft in few words remind
piad
the reader of the things that were mentioned
by us on the fubjed: of this .country in the
fecond of our Introductory Books, and more
efpecially of that which we there related
concerning the fortunes and condition of the
Achaean Republick; becaufe this State, with-

what were the

We

:

A

2

in

4
in
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the compais of our own times, and of thofe

which immediately preceded, has grown

Xp

a very amazing height of ftrength and greatnefs.

Beginning then from Tifamenes, one of
the children of Oreiles, we remarked, that the
defcendants of that Prince reigned after him
in Achaia, in direct fucceftion down to
That afterwards, the Acha^ans
Ogyges.

changed their government to a Democracy,
.which was inftituted with great fkill and
and that this eftablimment was
wifdom
broken by the arts of the kings of Macedon,
and the people all difperfed into feparate
and independent towns and villages. We
then fhewed the time and manner, in which
they began again to unite together; and
what were the cities, which affociated them:

flrfc into the new Confederacy.
explained at large the meafures that
were employed, and the motives that were
ufed, to draw the other cities to this union ;

felves

We

the

alfo

and to engage by degrees the whole people
of Peloponnefus, to embrace the fame common appellation, the fame laws, and the
fame fmgle government. After this^general
view of the defign, we then related in their
order, though in few words, the chief tranfac~nons that

throw and
ceda=mon.

fucceeded, to the final over-

flight

And

of Cleomenes, king of Lahaving thus given a fum-

mary

Chap.

of

I.

mary account,

P O L
in the

Y

B

I

way of an

U

S.
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Introduction

happened
which An-

to our Hiftory, of the events that

in the world,

the time in

to

tigonus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus,

all

died to-

we

then promifed to go on to the
commencement of our Hiftory ; and to begin, with thofe tranfa&ions, that were the
next in order to the deaths of thofe three
princes, and to the events which- we had
gether,

laft related.

This period feemed to be on many accounts the beft that I could choofe, for the
beginning of my Work.
For firft, as the

Memoirs of Aratus are here concluded, that
which I mall now relate concerning the
affairs

may

of Greece,

be confidered as a

regular and clofe continuation of his Hiftory. In the next place* the times

fucceed, and

which

which now

within the limits of
this Work, are in part the very times in
which we ourfelves have lived, and partly
thofe of our immediate anceftors. And from
hence it happens, that the things which I
have undertaken to defcribe, are either thofe
which I myfelf have feen, or fuch as I have
received from

For

men

fall

that were eye-witneffes

had gone back
more early period, and borrowed my
accounts from the report of perfons* who
themfelves had only heard them before from
others, as it would fcarcely have been pof-

of them.

in cafe that I

to a

A

3

fible
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fhould myfelf be able to difcern the
true irate of the things that were then tranfadted, fo neither could 1 have written any-

that

I

thing concerning

them with

fufficient

con-

Another, and indeed the ftrongeft
motive, by which I was inclined to choofe
this /Era, was, that about this time Fortune
fidence.

had
all

changed the face of things, in
For

intirely

the countries of the world at once.

was now that Philip the fen of Demetrius, before he had arrived at perfect age,
took poffeffion of the Macedonian kingdom
and that Achaeus, who was fent to govern
the country on this fide of mount Taurus,
afiumed the rank and power of a fovereign
prince.
At the fame time it happened, that
Anticchus furnamed the Great, who was
alfo extremely young, was raifed to the throne
it

:

t)f Syria, in

who had

the place of his brother Seleucus,

died not long before: that Aria-

rathes obtained the fovereignty of

docia

and

;

Ptolemy

Philopator

Cappaof

that

was elected King of
Laceda?mon and taftty, that Annibal w as
inverted by the Carthaginians with the command of their armies, and the government
of the affairs of Spain, as we have before re/Egypt

:

that Lycurgus

r

:

lated.

Thus then

as the

fuoreme dominion had
hands of new

fallen, in every State, into the

kings and mailers,

it

was reafonable

to expect,

that

Chap. L

of
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change fo general muft give birth
For this naturally
to new commotions.
happens in fuch circumftances nor did it
fail now to happen. The C«F*haginians and
the Romans were foon engaged in the war
which we have already in part defcribed.
At the fame time' Antiochus and Ptolemy
contended together for the fovereignty of
that a

:

Coele-fyria*

And

Philip alfo, in conjunction

with the Achaeans, turned his arms againft
the Lacedaemonians and iEtolians.
The
caufes of this laft war were thofe which I
am now going to relate*
The /Etolians had been long difTatisfied,
that they were forced to live in peace, and
at their own expence ; accuftomed, aS they
had always been, to fubfift upon the plunder
of their neighbours, and Haves by naturip to
an uncontrouled and reftlefs appetite, which
both multiplied their wants, and urged tfiem
on to rapine, as the only means by which
they could be gratified ; fo that they lived
the life of wild beads of prey, invading
every thing within their reach, and making
no diftinftion between friends and enemies.
During the life-time however of Antigonus,
their apprehenfion of the Macedonians kept
them quiet. But no fooner was this Prince
dead, than, defpifmg the tender age of
Philip who fucceeded, they began earneftly
to feek for fome pretence, upon which they

A

4

might
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might enter Peloponnefus with an army.
For as this province had in former times
been

of all their violence
they were perfuaded, that

the ufual fcene

and rapine,

fo

their ftrength in

arms was

to that of the Achacans.

far fuperior alfo

While they were

revolving this project in their minds, chance
itfelf

plied

confpired with their defign, and fup-

means

the following

to carry

it

into

execution.

A

young man named Dorimachus,
full of the fire and eager fpirit of his country, a native of Trichonion, and the fon of
that Nicoftratus, who, in defiance of the
laws of nations, attacked the Boeotians by
furprize, when they were met together in
their General Afiemblv, was about this time
certain

ftnt in the

name of

the Republick to Phi-

gale a city of Peloponnefus,

upon

which Hood
was af-

the confines of MefTenia, and

government to fewas then pretended, the city and

fociated to the iE;olian

cnre, as

it

the neighbouring
fign of his

:

diftricl.

fiut the true

de-

commifiion was, that he mould

carefully attend to

all

that paffed in Pelo-

ponnefus. During the time of his continuance in this city, being prefTed by the importunity of feme Pirates who reforted to him,
and net able to fupply them with the means
of .any lawful plunder, becaufe the general
peace w as fall fubfifting, which Antigonus
r

Chap.I.

of

P

O L Y B

had eftablimed throughout

I
all

U

S.

9

Greece, he

permitted them to ileal away the
cattle of the Meffenians, who were at that
time the allies- and friends of his own Reat

laft

Thefe men at firft confined their
robberies to the extreme borders of the province, and to the herds of cattle that were
found in pafture there. But in a fhort time
afterwards, their inference was raifed to fo
publics.

great a height, that they advanced far within

the country, and forced their entrance into

the houfes like wife ; making their attack by
night, when the people were under no fufThe Meffepicion, or fear of danger.

by thefe proceedings, deputed fome perfons to Dorimachus, to demand redrefs. Dorimachus, who was by
no means willing to condemn a practice,
which not only enriched the men that were
acting under his authority,- but brought great
nians,

incenfed

advantage

alfo

to himfelf,

due proportion of

all

who

received a

the booty that was

taken, for fome time paid no regard to thefe

But when the outrages were
ftill continued, and the deputations alfo became more frequent than before, he at laft
declared, that he would go in perfon to
Meffene, and there render publick juftice
to thofe that had any caufe of complaint
againft. the iBtolians,
But when he arrived
in that city, and the men that had been
remonflrances.

injured

io
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appeared before him, he treated
fome of them with the marpeft fcorn others
with rough difdaia and haughtinefs ; and
fome with threatening and recroaches. And
injured

;

even in the very time of his continuance
there, the fame band of robbers, approaching clofe to the neighbourhood of the city,
forced their way, with the help of ladders,
into a houfe that was called the Farm
of Chiron ; killed all thofe that oppofed
their entrance ; and having bound the reft
in chains, carried them away, together with
the cattle and the goods.
The Ephori of Meffene, who before were
very greatly incenfed, not only by the robberies that had been committed in their
country, but ftill more alfo by the prefence
of Dorimachus, being now perfuaded that
the groffeft infult had been added to their
wrongs, fummoned him to appear before the
magistrates.
In this affembly, it was urged
by Sciron, a man whefe probity had placed
him in high efleem among the citizens, and
who was one of the Ephori of the prefent
year, that Dorimachus fhould not be permitted to leave the city, till the plunder had
been fifft reftored, and the authors likewife
of all the murthers that had been committed delivered up to publick punifhment.

The whole

affembly feemed ready to affent

to the juitice of this propofal

w hen
7

:

Dori-

machus,

Chap.

P O L

of

I.

Y

B

I

U

ii

S.

that
machus, riling full of rage, declared,
they were fools to think that this affront
was offered to himfelf alone, and not rather
that
to the whole Republick of the iEtolians
what they had now attempted was a thing
:

monstrous, that they could not in reafon
but expect, that it muft foon be followed by

fo

fuch heavy

through

vengeance,

all their

as

would be

felt

country."

time in MeiTene a man
of bafe condition, named Babyrtas, who was
ftrongly attached to all the interefts of Dorimachus, and who fo perfectly refembled
him both in voice and features, that if he had
at any time been dreffed in his cap and habit,
he might eafily have been miftaken for him ;
and this Dorimachus well knew. As he
continued therefore to infult the affembly
with the fame haughty language, Sciron,
being unable to reftrain his pafiion, at laft
cried out, " Thinkeft thou then, Babyrtas,
that we mall pay the leaft regard either to
thee, or thy infolent threatenings ?" Dorimachus then was filent ; and, being forced

There was

at this

to yield to the neceffity that preffed
iuffered

the MelTenians to

paration for

all

him,

exact full re-

their wrongs.

But he

re-

back again to iEtolia, ib deeply
this abufe, that, without any
other kind of caufe or pretext, he immediately employed all his pains to excite the
war,
turned

wounded by

The General History BoofclV,
which afterwardswas made againft thd

12

war,
MefTenians.

A niton

was at this time Praetor of thd
Bat bccaufe he was unable*
./Etolians.
through fome bodily infirmities, to fupport
the fatigue of arms, and was alfo very nearly
allied in blood to Dorimachus and Scopas, he
left chiefly to fixe

care of the laft of thefe the

whole adminiftration of the government*
Dorimachus would not venture to propofe
in pubiick to the /Etolians, that war mould
be declared againft the MelTenians. For as
there was no pretext for it that was worthy
to be mentioned, it was manifeft, that all
men would confider fuch proceeding, as the
mere effect of his own refentment, on account of the affront which he had received
from Sciron. Refolving therefore to purfue
a different method, he endeavoured fecretly
to prevail on Scopas to approve of his de^
mealures with him for
attacking the Meffenians. He reorelented
to him, that by reafon of the tender age of
Philip, who was now no more than feventeen years old, they w ere perfectly fecure
that the Laceon the fide of Macedon
daemonians, in their fentiments, were far
from being inclined to favour the Meffenians
and that, as the Eleans were bound
by friendfhip and alliance to the iEtolians,
their entrance into the Meffenian territory
fign,

and

to concert

r

:

:

would,

ofPOLYBIUS.

Chap. L

would, on that account, be both
eafy.

He

fet alfo

before his view,

likely indeed to be

13

fafe and
what was

of the greateft weight

mind of an iEtoIian, the rich and
valuable booty, which they could fcarcely fail
in the

from this invaiion , fince the counwas wholly unprepared to receive an
enemy, and was alfo the only part of Peloponnefus, that had remained unpiilaged

to acquire
try

time of the Cleomemc War.
He added likewife, that fuch an expedition
would raife them high in the efteem and
favour of the iEtolians that, if the Achaeans
mould attempt to oppofe their paffage through
their territory, they could have no reafon
to complain, if force ihould be repelled by
force ; and if on the other hand they remained inactive, there would then be nothing that could obftrudt their progrefs
and
in the Lift place, that even with regard to
the Meffenians, fome pretence might be alfo
found for taking arms againft them fmce
they had long ago embraced fuch meafures
as were repugnant to the interefts of the
iEtolian government, when they engaged
themfelves by treaty to affift the Macedonians and Achsans.
Thefe arguments and motives, with others
of the fame kind and purpofe, made fo deep
and forcible an impreiTion on the minds
pf Scopas and his friend?, that, nor waiting
during the

:

:

to

The General History Book
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the

iEtolians, not
tions to

IV.

General Aflembly of the
communicating their inten-

the Apocleti, or paying the leaft

regard to any other of the forms, which their
Government, upon fuch occafions, required
to be obferved, following only the dilates of

an impetuous paflion, and guided by their
own private judgement, they refolved to
make war at once upon the Meffenians,
the Epirots, Achaeans, Acarnanians, and the
Macedonians.
They immediately fent out

upon the fea, who forced a
which they met near the ifiand Cythera, and which belonged to the king of
Macedon, to return back w ith them to

feme

pirates

veffel,

r

and there expofed to fale the (hip,
the paffengers, and all the crew.
After
this exploit, they equipped fome Cephal/Etolia,

lenian barks, and, failing along the

fhore

of Epirus, pillaged all the coaft. They attempted alfo to take Thyreum, a town of
Acarnania, by furprize.
And having at the
fame time fent fome troops, through private roads, into Peloponnefus,

they

made

themfelves mafters of a fortreis called Clarium, which ftood in the very middle of the

Megalopolitan territory.
In this place, they
expofed their plunder to publick fale ; de-

fining
citadel,

alfo

to

from

incurfions into

ufe

the

.

fortrefs

as

their

whence they might make
all

the neighbouring country.

Chap.

ofPOLYBIUS.
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But within fome days afterwards, it
was attacked and ftormed by Timoxenus
the Praetor of the Achaeans, affifled by Taurion the Macedonian General, who was left
by Antigonus in Peloponnefus, to watch
over the interefts of the kings of Macedon in
For though Antigonus was
that country.
poffefTed of Corinth, which was yielded to
him in the beginning of the Cieomenic
war, yet afterwards, when he had taken
Orchomenus by ftorm, inftead of reftoring
it again to the Achaeans, he chofe to retain that town likewife as his own
being
try-

.

:

willing, as I fuppofe, not only to be mafier

of the entrance into Peloponnefus, but to
be able alfo to controul the inland parts of
the

province,

as

occafion

mould

require.

With

this delign he had placed a garrifon in
Orchomenus, and fupplied it with all the

neceffary ftores for war.

.

Dorimachus and Scopas, having waited
till the time was come in which Timoxenus,
the Prastor of the Achaeans, was juft ready
to refign his office, and when Aratus, who
was appointed Praetor of the following year,
had not yet entered upon the duties of his
poll,
at

a fie

m bled

Rhium

;

all

the

iEtolians

together

and having provided the trans-

ports that were neceffary, and equipped alfo

the veffels of the Cephallenians, they

barked their
2

forces,

em-

and paffing over into
Pclo-

The General History Book
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Pcloponnefas, began their march towards
Mefleriia, through the territory of the Patra^ans, the Pharanns, and Tritsans ; pre-

tending A ill as they advanced, that they

had no deiign to commit
any of the Achaean States.

'

hoftilities againft

Bat the troops,

unable to reft rain their natural appetite,
plundered and deftroyed every thing within
their reach. And when they arrived at laft
near Phigalea, they from thence fell fuddenly, and without referve, upon the lands
of the MefTenians; unmoved by the alliance,
which had fo long fubfifted between this
people and their own Republick ; and regardlefs

men.
nefs,

of

alfo

For
that

forced to

all

the

fo ftrong

every

common

was

other

rights of

their rapaciouf-

confideration

was

They wafted

the
country therefore at their leifure, and found
no refiftance for the Meffenians dared not
to appear in arms againft them.
fall

before

it.

:

CHAP.
TT

was now the time,

f Achasans
of the

II.

in

which the
Coun-

ufually held a General

according to their laws.
As foon therefore as they were affembled
together at iiBgium, the Patraeans and Phacil

raeans

lence,

States,

wrongs and viowhich they had received from the

recounted

all

the

iEtolians

Chap.

POLYBIUS.
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iEtolians as they paffed through their territories.

puties

There were prefent
from the Meffenians,

alio

feme de-

who

implored

the affiftance of the Republick, againft an

enemy that had thus attacked them in contempt of the moft facred treaties. The injuries, which the former had fuftained, did
not

fail

to excite a proper indignation in the

whole affembly

their

raifed

latter

as

;

the fufferings

of the

But that which

pity.

appeared moft infolent and monftrous, was,
that the /Etolians, in violation of the treaties
which even then fublifted between the two
Republicks, had dared to take their paffage
through Achaia with an army without any
leave obtained, without deigning even in any
manner to excufe or juftify the action. Incenfed therefore by all thefe circumftances,
they refolved, that fome affiftance ftiould
be lent to the Meffenians
that the Prsetor
fhould affemble the Achasans together in
arms and that the meafures which ftiould
:

:

afterwards be

directed,

when

the

troops

were thus affembled, ftiould all be ratified
and le^al.
Timoxenus, whofe Pratorfhip was not
yet fully expired, and who had no great
confidence in

had

lately

the

much

Achasans,
neglected

becaufe they

all

their mili-

would bear
intended expedition, and

tary exercife, refolved that he

no

part in

Vol.

II.

this

B

refufed

1
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refuted to draw together the troops.
For
from the time when Cleomenes received his
laft defeat,

the people of Peloponnefus, ex-

by part mileries, and perfuaded alfo,
peace which they now enjoyed
would be of long continuance, had by degrees loft all attention to the affairs of war.
But Aratus, being enraged to fee the daring
infolence of the iEtolians, and fharpened
likewife by the old refentment which he
long had entertained againft that people,
entered upon the bufinefs with much greater
warmth; refolved to arm the Achaeans
without delay and was impatient to begin
Having rehis march againft the enemy.
ceived therefore from Timoxenus the publick Seal, five days before his own adminiftration was legally to begin, he fent orders
that thofe who were of proto the cities,
per age mould immediately appear in arms

fa aufted

that the

at Megalopolis.

But before we proceed,

it

be ufeful to inform the reader

what was the peculiar
giftrate

tain

:

may

character of this

efpecially becaufe there

lingularity

perhaps

few words,

in

in his

Ma-

was a cer-

difpofition,

which

well deferves to be remarked..
In general then, Aratus was poffefTed of
which are required to
all thofe talents,

make

a

confummate leader of a

eloquence was perfuafive

;

State.

his reafoning

His
and

difcernment

Chap.

ofPOLYBIUS.
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difcernment juft ; and his meafures conducted always with due fecrecy and caution. In
the art of foftening civil tumults and diffenfions, in all the methods of gaining friends,
and of fixing the affections of allies, he was
Nor was he lefs to be
excelled by none.
admired, both on account of his dexterity in
contriving fnares and ftratagems, to deceive
and furprize the enemy, and for the boldnefs like wife and unwearied pains, with

which he

carried

them

into execution.

Kis

indeed in this refpect, though fhewu
in many other fignd inftances, cannot fail
to appear in the moft illuftrious light, to
abilities

thofe that will examine with attention, the

manner

in

which he made himfelf mafler

the meafures
of Sicyon and Mantinea ;
which he employed to drive the iEtolians
from Pellene ; and above all, the fejret
management, by which he gained AcrocoBut this fame Aratus,
rinthus by fiirprize.
when placed at the head of an army in the
field, had neither capacity to form, nor courage to carry into execution, any projects
nor was he able to fupport the fight of danFrom hence it happened, that every
ger.
part of Peloponnefus was filled with trophies, to record the battles that were gained
for at thefe times, he afforded
againft him
always a moft eafy conqueft to his enemies.
Thus that variety, which is found from na:

B

a

ture

20
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tare in the bodies of

be

ftill

which

from each other, that men
fefs abilities
ill-

IV.

mankind, appears to

greater in their minds.

in thole things alone,

Book
Nor

is

it

are different

are feen to pof-

very proper for the one, and

adapted to the other; but even in thofc

of limilar kind, the fame man lhall in fome
wifdom and difcernment, and
be found to want the talents that are requifite for others ; on fome occafions mail
be brave and enterprifing, but cold and
cowardly upon others. Thefe things are
but on the contrary, are
not Paradoxes
known to happen every day ; and are clear-*
ly understood by thofe, who view the affairs of men with due attention.
There
are fome, who, in following the diverfions
of the field, encounter boldly with the
diicover great

:

but bafely lofe all fpirit, when
;
they ftand againft an enemy in arms. Some
again in battle, acquit themfelves with vigour and dexterity, in the way of fingle
combat but when they are formed together into ranks with others, they are found
to pofTefs neither force nor courage.
The
mock of the ThefTalian Cavalry, advancing
in clofe order to the charge, is fuch as can
fcarcdy be fuftained. Yet thefe feme troops,
as often as they are forced to break their
ranks, and engage man with man as place
fierce!! beaft

:

and circumftances may

require,, lofe all their
fpirit

\

Chap.

II.
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The iEtolians are in
and activity.
The
both refpects juft contrary to thefe.
all
times
fhewn
no
fmall
Cretans have at
dexterity and ikill, both upon land and fea,
in forming ambufcades ; in purfuing all the
little arts of robbeiy and pillage ; in concerting an attack by night ^ and in a word, in
all things that are conducted by furprize,
and in feparate parties.
But when they
are drawn up in battle, and conitrained to
face the enemy in a fet engagement, their
hearts fhrink back at once at the fight of
danger.
The Achaeans on the contrary 3
and the Macedonian troops, are ferviceable
only in regular and ftated combats.
But
thefe examples are fufficient for my prefent
purpofe ; and may ferve as a caution to the
fpirit

reader, not to call in queftion
or judgement, if at any time

my
I

veracity

fhould be

found hereafter, afcribing to the fame men
oppofite qualities, even in things of a like
nature and refemblance.
When the Achaeans, in obedience to the
decree that had been made, were all met in
arms at Megalopolis, for from thence we
began this laft digrefiion, the MefTenian deputies appeared again before the AiTembly,
and conjured them to revenge the wrongs

which they had

fuftained.

They

deiired

and with no fmall earneflnefs,
that they might be received into the general

like wife,

B
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alliance,

22

The General History Book

alliance,
States.

IV.

and be rnrolled among the other
But the Chief? of the Achaeans re-

fufed to yield to this requeft

:

declaring, that

they had no power to admit any new conwithout the confent of Philip, and
the reft of the allies.
For that joint Confederacy was ftill fubiifting, which had been
folemnly made and ratified in the time of
ar, between the Achaeans,
the Cleomenic
federates,

W

and Epirots, the Phocaeans, Macedonians,
and Theffalians.
Boeotians, Acarnanians,
They engaged however to affift them with
their forces, on condition that thofe Meffenians, who then were prefent, would leave
their fons as hoftages in Lacedsemon ; that
no peace, might be concluded with the iEtolians, without the knowledge and confent of

The

the Achaeans.

had

alfo raifed

fome

Lacedaemonians,

who

forces, as being included

advanced as far
as to the borders of the Megalopolitan territory, and there incamped ; defigning rather
to expect the event, and obferve the motions
of the reft that were in arms, than to difcharge their office as allies.
Aratus, having thus far accomplished his
defigns in favour of the Meffenians, fent fome
meflengers to the /Etolians, to inform them
of the decree that had been made, and to
in the general confederacy,

command them
&nian

inftantly to leave the

territory, a:?d

Mef-

not to enter Achaia, on
pain
2
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pain of being oppofed as enemies.
When
Scopus and Dorimachus had received the
meffage, and heard likewife that the Achaeans
were already met together in arms, they

judged that, in the prefent circumftances, it
would be far rnoft prudent to yield obedience
to this order.

fome

Having

therefore difpatched

couriers to Cyllene,

and to Ariiton the

him to order all
the tranfports that were then upon the coaft
to fail away in hafte to the ifland Phlias, in two
days afterwards they began their march,
carrying with them all the booty, and directed their route towards Elea. For the JEtoiEtolian Praetor, requefting

lians

had been always

clofe alliance

careful to preferve a

with the Eleans

$

that through

their means they might obtain a fecure and
eafy palfage intq Peloponnefus, as often as

they were inclined to invade that province.
Aratus, having remained two days at Megalopolis, and fufFering himfelf too eafily to be
perfuaded, that the iEtolians had in earneft
refolved to leave the country, difmilfed the
Lacedaemonians, and the greater part of the
Achaeans alfo, to their refpective cities and
keeping only three thoufand Foot, and three
hundred Horfe, together with the forces that
were under the command of Taurion, he began his march towards Patrae, with defign
to follow the iEtolians at a moderate diftance,
during their retreat. When Dorimachus
:

B 4
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Aratus was marching
clofe behind, and attending to his motions,
being partly apprehcnfivc, that the Achasans
might fall upon him when he was juft ready
to embark, and take advantage of the diforder
which would then be fpread among the
troops, and partly defirous alfo to obtain fome
fair occafion to excite a war, he gave orders
that the plunder mould immediately be conveyed under a fufficient guard to Rhium, as
if he had defigned to embark from thence;
and himfelf at firft followed with all the
forces, to fupport the convoy.
But after
fome time, he fuddenly turned about, and
directed his march back again towards OlymAnd being informed that Taurion and
pia.
that

Aratus, with the forces juft now mentioned,
at this time in the neighbourhood of

were

Ciitor,

and judging

fcarcely poffible to

alfo,

it

would be

his

troops at

that

embark

Rhium

without the hazard of a battle, he refolded to meet and engage the Achaeans,
while their forces not only were fo inconfiderable in their numbers, but were void of
all apprehenfion likewife of any fuch attempt.
For he had confidered with himfelf, that in
cafe he mould be able to defeat and difperfe
thefe troops, he might then wafte the country at his lejfure, and embark in full fecurity,
before Aratus could take the meafures that
were neceflary for affempling the Achaeans
again
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again together or on the other hand, if this
Magiftrate mould be ftruck with terror, and
refufe to venture on a battle, that his retreat
:

and eafy, and might
be made alfo at the time which himfelf
mould judge to be the moft convenient. With
thefe fentiments, he continued his march
forwards, and incamped near Methydrium,
in the Megalopolitan territory.
The Achaean Generals, when they received the news that the iEtolians were advancing faft towards them, mewed in all their
conduct fo intire a want of fkill and judgement, that no folly ever could exceed it.
Leaving the neighbourhood of Clitor, they
went and incamped near Caphyae. And
when the iEtolians, marching from Methydrium, had paffed juft beyond Orchomenus,
they led out their forces, and' ranged them
in order of battle in the plain of Caphyae,
having in their front the river which ran
through the plain. Before the river, there
were many trenches alfo of confiderable depth,
and not eafy to be palled. The iEtolians,
when they had viewed thefe obftacles which
lay between them and the enemy, and faw
likewife that the Achasans mewed no fmall
alacrity and impatience to engage, not daring
to attack them in their poft, as they had at

would then be both

firft

defigned,

wards the

fafe

marched away in clofe order to-

hills 5

defigning to retreat to Oligyirtus

z6
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they
could
retire, without being
forced to rifk a battle. ^The foremoft of
their troops were already arrived upon the
eminencies, and the Cavalry alfo, which
dofed the rear of all the army as they marched through the plain, had almoft gained the
hill called Propus, when Aratus lent away
his Cavalry and light-armed forces under the
conduct of Epiftratus, with orders, that they
fhould attack the rear, and endeavour to
;

now

it

fufficient,

if

be able to

draw the enemy

into action.

But

if this

General had refolved to venture on a battle,
inftead of falling upon the rear of the iEtotolians,

when

the whole

palTed the plain, he rather

army had already
mould have char-

ged the foremoft of their troops, as foon as
they began to enter it.
For then, as the
have
paffed upon a flat and
action would
level ground, the .zEtolians mull have laboured under many difficulties, on account
both of their arms, and of the difpofition
while the Achaeans, on
alio of their troops
the contrary, who were armed, and ranged
in battle, after a different manner, might have
:

exerted all the force that was peculiar to
them, and have fought with manifeft advantage.
But now, having firft neglected both
the place and time of action that were mod
fuitable and proper for themfelves, they refolved to begin the fight, when both were

favourable
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illue there-

was fuch as might be well
expected to refult from fo abfurd a conduct.
As foon as the light-armed forces had begun
to fkirmifh with the rear, the iEtolian Cavalry, keeping ftill their ranks, pufhed on
their way towards the hill that was before
them, in order to join their Infantry. Aratus
fore of the battle

not difcerning the true intention of this
fudden hafte, nor confidering what it was
that was likely now to follow, but being perfuaded that thefe troops already fled before

him, fent away fome of his heavy Infantry,
and then
to fupport the light-armed forces
turning all the army upon one of the Wings,
he advanced with the greateft Ipeed towards
the enemy.
The iEtolian Cavalry, having
gained the extremity of the plain, took their
poft clofe upon the foot of the hills, and
drev/ together the Infantry on both fides
round them ; recalling alfo thofe that were
upon their march, who ran back with great
:

alaca!y
their

to

their

numbers were

affiftance.

And

fufficient for the

when

combat,

they advanced with fury, and in the clofeft
again ft the foremoft ranks of the
Achaean. Cavalry, and light-armed troops.
The action was for fome time warm and ob-

order,

But as the iEtolians were fuperior
in their numbers, and had begun the attack
from higher ground, the Achasans were at
ftinate.

laft
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compelled to fly. The heavy forces*

that had been fent to fupport thefe troops>

and who now
broken order

arrived, in the

fame

loofe

and

they had marched,
being in part unable to difcern the truth of
what had happened, and partly becaufe they
in v/hich

were pre/Ted by thofe that were retreating,
were themfelves alfo forced to turn their
backs, and accompany the others in their
And from hence it happened, that
flight.
though five hundred only of the Achaeans
were at firft defeated in the action, yet thofe
that now fled together were above two thoufand.

The

iEtolians feized the advantage,

and purfued the enemy widi the greateft ardour, and with loud fhouts and cries.
The
Achasans, imagining that the main body of
their Infantry

ftill

kept

the advantageous

ground in which they had
beginning of the action,

left

them

in the

at firft retired to-

wards that place ; fo that their flight for
fome time appeared to be no difhonourable
means of fafety. But when they faw that
thefe troops alfo, having left their poft, were
advancing faft towards them, but in a long
and broken train ; one part immediately fled
different ways, towards the neighbouring
cities
while the reft, difordered and confufed, fell againft this very Infantry as they

approached, and fpread inch confirmation
among all the troops, that the rout then

became
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became complete, without any efforts of the
enemy. The cities, as we have faid, afforded to

many of them

a fecure retreat

ef-

;

Orchomenus and Caphyse, which
Without this advantage, the
"whole army would have been in the utmoft
danger of being all fhamefully deftroyed upon
pecially

were

near.

the place.

Such was the end of the
fought near Caphya?.

who had

The

called together

battle that

was

Megalopolitans,

all

their forces

by

found of trumpet, as foon as they heard that the
incamped near Methydrium,
arrived in the plain, on the very day following the action.
But inftead of finding their
friends alive, and joining their forces with
them againft the enemy, they had now nothing left, but to pay the laft folemn duties
iEtolians were

to their bodies.

Having

collected together

therefore the remains of thefe

unhappy men,
all due

they buried them in the plain, with
honours.

The
yond

iEtolians,

all

when

they had thus be-

expectation gained the victory by

their Cavalry alone and light- armed forces,

continued their route through the very middle
of Peloponnefus. And having, in their
march, attempted to take by ftorm the city
of Pellene, and plundered likewife all the Sicyonian territory, they
the way of the Ifthmus.

at laft retired

along

Such
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Such were the tranfactions, which afforded
both the caufe and the pretext alfo of that
which was called the Social War and the
beginning of it may be fixed from that Decree, which was made foon afterwards at
Corinth, upon the motion and advice of
:

Philip, in a general affembly of the Allies.

CHAP.

III.

WHEN

the Achasans, within a fhort
time after the late action, were met
together to hold the ufual Council of the
States, all the people in general, and every

feemed greatly incenfed againft
whofe conduct was confidered as
Aratus
the only caufe of the misfortune that had
happened to them. Thofe therefore, who
led the fadion that oppofed the interefts ot
one

apart,
;

this Praetor, feized the occafion, to inflame

more againft him ; and
charged him with fuch heads of accufation,
as were indeed too clear to be refuted.
For firft, it was a manifeft offence, that, before his own adminiftration was begun, and
while the fupreme command was vefted in
another, he had forwardly engaged in fuch
fuch kind of enterprizes, in which, as himfelf well knew, he had before fo often failed.
A fecond, and a greater fault was, that he
had fent the Achaeans back again to their

the multitude

ftill

r:fpeclive
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while the iEtolians ftill remained in the very heart of Peloponnefus ;

refpedive

cities,

though it was clear froni every thing that had
been tranfa&ed, that Dorimachus and Scopas
had refolved to employ their utmoft power*
They
to create diforders, and excite a war.
likewife,
with
reproached him
having ventured on a battle, w hen he was preffed by
no neceflity, and with forces that were fo
inconfiderable in their numbers
when on
the contrary, he might have retired with
r

:

fafety to the neighbouring cities

;

and,

when

he had firft drawn again together the troops
that were difmifled, might have marched to
engage the enemy, if it fhould then have
been judged expedient. In the laft place*
it was urged againft him, as a fault which
merited not the

leaft

indulgence, that

when

he had refolved to rifk a general battle, he
fhewed fo intire a want of fkill and judges
ment in the conduct of it and that, inftead
of taking advantage of the plain, and making
a proper ufe of his heavy Infantry, he on the
contrary began the combat at the very foot
of the hills, and with his light-armed forces
only ; though thefe were circumftances, which
of all others were the mo ft commodious for
the enemy, and the beft adapted to their
arms and difpofition.
But notwithstanding all the weight and
importance of the charge, when Aratus flood
:

.
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and reminded the people of the
many former fervices, which his country had
received from his adminiftration; when he
began to anfwer to the facts which he was accufed ; affirming, that he was not the caufe
of the defeat ; and conjuring them to excufe
any omiffions or miftakes, which had perhaps efcaped him during the time of the
action ; and in general to furvey things, not
with fharpnefs and feverity, but with candour and indulgence y the whole AfTembly
made at once a generous effort in his favour,
and, by a fudden change of fentiments,
to (peak,

-

turned all their indignation upon the leaders of the faction that had formed the charge
againft him, and fubmitted to his fole advice
and conduct the meafures that were afterwards to be purfued.
Thefe things all belong to the hundred-

V/ e now go on

thirty-ninth Olympiad.

the tranfactions of that

to

which followed.

In this Aflembly, theAchasans refolved, that
fent without delay to

fome deputies mould be

theEpirots, Boeotians, Phocaeans, Acarnanians,

and

to Philip

:

to inform

them of the man-

ner in which the iEtolians had twice entered Achaia with an army, in direct breach

of treaties ; to demand the fuccours, which,
by the terms ofthe alliance, they were feverally
engaged to furnifh ; and to defire, that the
MelTenians alfo might be admitted into the

Con-
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they ordered like wife,

Confederacy,
the Praetor
five

3j

that

mould draw together an army of

thoufand Foot, and

and march to the

five

hundred Horfe,

of the Meffeni ans, in cafe that their country fliould be aand that he mould alfo regugain invaded
late, with the Lacedaemonians and Meflenians,, the number of the troops, both Infantry and Cavalry, which they mould feverally be obliged to furnifli, for the common
With fuch firmnefs did the Achaefervice.
afliftance

:

ans fupport their lofs

:

and refolved on no

account to abandon the Meflenians, or relinquifh their firft defign.
The Deputies
made hafte to difcharge their commiffion to
the feveral States.

among

Praetor levied troops

the Achaeans, agreeably to the

And

cree*

The

De-

the Lacedaemonians and Mefle-

two thoufand
hundred Foot, and two hundred
fifty Horfe.
Thus the whole army was
confift of ten thoufand Foot, and a thou-

nians confented each to raife

and
and
to

five

fand Horfe.

The

iEtolians on the other hand, as fbort

they were aflembled in their General
Council, formed the project of entering into
a treaty of peace with the Lacedaemonians,

as

and the reft of the allies
wicked and pernicious
meafure, to feparatethem from the Achaeans,
At the fame time they alfo made the folVol.IL
C
lowing

the Meflenians,
defigning,

by

this

;

^4
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lowing Decree. " That they would remain
in peace with the Achaeans, on condition
that they would depart from their alliance
with the Meffenians ; and, if this fhould be
refufed, that they would immediately declare war againfl them. "A proceeding furely the moft abfurd, that can be well conceiTo be at the fame time the allies
ved.
both of the Meffenians and Achaeans ; and
yet to threaten the Achaeans with a war, in
cafe that they received the Meffenians into

and on the other hand, to engage that they would remain in friendfhip
with them, if they would regard that people
But from henee it hapas their enemies.
pened, that, by thus forming projeds that
were in the highcft degree both fenfelefs and
impra<fticable, they left to their injuftice not
their alliance,

the leafl colour or fupport from reafon.
As foon as the Epirots and King Philip

had "received the deputation from the Achaeans, they readily confented, that the

Meffe-

nians fhould be admitted into the ConfedeBut with regard to the ./Etolians,
racy.

though at firft indeed they were filled with
fome refentment on account of the late
tranfaclions, yet, becaufe

fuch proceedings

were perfectly confiftent with the manners
and habitual practice of this people, as their
furprize from what had happened was of
fhort continuance, fo their indignation alfo

foon
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foon fubfided, and they refolved, that they

remain in peace. So much more
difpofed to pardon a long and
continued courfe of wickedefs and violence,
than any new and unexpedted inftance of inFor it was now grown to be the
juftice.
common cuftom of the iEtolians, to pillage
continually all the parts of Greece, and to
make war upon every State, without any
previous declaration of it.
Nor would they
at any time fubmit to offer the leaft excufe,
or vindication of their condudt: but even
laughed at thofe, who demanded from them
any reafonable account, either of their part
tranfactions, or of their future projects and
defigns.
The Lacedaemonians, who fo lately had received their liberty from the generous efforts of the Achaeans and Antigonus,
and who ought to have been reftrained by
that confideration, from purfuing any meafures that were repugnant to the interefts of
the Macedonians and of Philip, fent now
in private to the ^Etolians, and concluded
with them a fecret treaty of friend fhip and

would

ftill

eafily are

men

alliance.

While the Achasans were employed
drawing together their
lating

all

forces,

in

and in regu-

things that related to the fuccours,

which the Lacedaemonians and Meffenians had engaged to furnifh ; Scerdilaidas
and Demetrius of Pharos, departing from

C

2

Illyria
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<o

lily riii

with a

fleet

of ninety

frigates,

failed

beyond Liifus, in direct violation of the treaty which had been concluded with the Romans. They firft fleered their courfe together to Pylus, and endeavoured to take
the city by (torm, but were repulfed in the
Demetrius then took with him
attempt.
fifty of the veffels; and failing round the
Cyclade iflands, he plundered fome of them,
and exacted large fums of money from the
while Scerdilaidas, with the forty frireft
gates that were left, directing his courfe
back again towards Illyria, caft anchor at
Naupactus ; trufting to the friendship of
Amynas, king of the Athamanians, to whom
he was allied in blood. And having through
:

of Agelaus, concluded a
with the /Etolians, he engaged
to join his forces with them againft the
Achseans, on condition that he mould receive an equal mare of all the booty. Dorimachus, Scopas, and Agelaus, confented
and havto the terms that were propofed
ing about the fame time conceived fome
hopes of gaining the city of Cynsetha by
the intervention
treaty alfo

:

they drew together all the JEtolian forces, and being joined alfo by the Illy—
rians, began their march towards Achaia.
In the mean time Arifton, the Praetor of
furprize,

the iEtolians,

home

and

all

as

if

remained quiet at
he had been ignorant of

>

that
wasi
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was tranfacted, declared aloud, that they
had no defign to make war againft the Achsans, but that the peace
tween the two Republicks

ftill
;

fubfifted be-

acting in this

weak and childifh part. For
what can be more vain or fenfelefs, than to
refpedl a moft

hope

to conceal

guife of words,

the truth under the dif.

when

it

is

fhewn

fulled light by the evidence of facts

in the
?

Dorimachus, paffing through the Achaean territory, appeared fuddenly before Cy-

This city, which was fituated in
Arcadia, had for a long time been diftrafled
by interline tumults; which were carried
naetha.

to fo great excefs, that

many of the

citizens

in thofe diforders, and many
were driven into banifhment. They feized
in turn upon the fortunes of each other,
and made new diviiions of their lands. At
laft, the faction that had embraced the interests of the Achsans, having prevailed
loft their lives

againft the reft of the inhabitants, kept in?

and received fome
troops for their defence, together with a
Governour alfo, from Achaia. While things
were in this condition, and not long before the arrival of the iEtolians, thofe that
had been forced to fly, fent a deputation
to the reft who remained mafters of the
city, requeuing them to confent to terms of
reconciliation with them, and to fufFer them
tire poffeftion

of the

city,

C
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The citizens, moved by their
return.

fome deputies to the Achaean
States, that the agreement might be made
with the knowledge and content of that

intreaties, lent

The Acha?ans readily approvRepublick.
being perfuaded that they
ed of the defign
ihould thus be able to retain both parties
in their interefts, for the time to come. For
as the inhabitants, that were matters of the
city, were already in all points devoted to
:

them, fo thofe likewife, who were now to
be reftored, could fcarcely fail of being always fenfible, that they were indebted to
the Achaeans for their fafety and return.

The

Cynaetheans therefore difmifled the
garrifon and governour from the city ; and
brought back the exiles, who were in number about three hundred having firft exacted fuch affurances of their fidelity, as are
efteemed the ftrongeft and moft facred among mankind. But no fooner were thefe
men admitted, than, without even waiting
:

fome pretext or occafion ihould arife,
from whence they might renew the part

till

contentions, they at once engaged in the
black defign, of betraying their benefactors
and their country. I am even inclined to
think, that in the very moment when they
touched the facred victims, and made a
mutual exchange of oaths and iblemn promi fes, they were then revolving in their

minds
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minds that impious projedt, by which they
had refolved fo foon to infult the Gods, and
abufe the confidence of their fellow-citizens.
For fcarcely had they regained their former
ftate,

and were again

gothey concerted meafures
affociated in the

vernment, when
with the iEtolians, for delivering the place
nor fcrupled to involve
into their hands
in one common ruin, both thofe to whom
themfelves were juft before indebted for
their fafety, and that very city alfo, in whofe
lap they had been nourifhed.
This treafon
was contrived, and carried into execution,
in the following manner.
Among the exiles, there were fome that
were of the number of thofe magiftrates, who
were called Polemarchs whofe office it was,
to fhut the gates of the city ; to keep the
keys in their own cuftody, till they were again fet open ; and to guard the entrance
The iEtoIians had
alfo of the gates by day.
prepared their ladders, and flood in read :

:

:

And when thefe
nefs, to begin the attack.
Polemarchs, having killed all thofe that were
ftationed with them upon the guard, had
thrown the gate open to receive them, one
way

into the city,

while
the reft, with the affiftance of their ladders,
The inhagained poffeffion of the walls.

part entered that

bitants

and

were

knew

all

feized with confternation,

not to what meafures they fhould

C
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For

was not poffible,
to fix themlelves in a body to the gate, becaufe the danger threatened equally from
the walls ; fo neither were they able, on
the other hand, to employ their efforts againft thofe that were entering along the
walls, while the reft advanced with no lefs
have recourfe.

as

it

ardour through the gate.

The

iEtolians

therefore were in a fhort time mafters of

the place.
rliforder

But amidft

that enfued,

all the violence and
they performed one

and exemplary juflice. For
the traitors, by whofe afiiftance they had
been received into the city, were the firft
marked out for flaughter, and their goods
The reft of the inhabitants
firft pillaged.
were forced afterwards to undergo the fame
act of great

Cruel treatment.

The

themfelves through

all

iEtolians then fpread

the houfes, and pe-

netrated even to the foundations of

them

of plundef ; deftroying alfo many
of the citizens in torture, whom they fufpccled to have concealed any portion of
their wealth or valuable goods.
in fearch

Having thus

fully fatiated

ty, they left a gafrifon in

directed their

all

their cruel-

the place, and

march towards

LiuTi.

And

when

they arrived at the temple of Diana,
which ftood between Clitor and Cynaetha,
?nd was efteemed inviolable among the

Greeks, tbey began to force away the facred
cattle,.

Chap.
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cattle,

and

to pillage every thing that

4r
was

But the Lufliates, havwithin their reach.
to
them a part of the
ing wifely offered
facred furniture, reftrained their impious
purpofe, and engaged them to defift from
any greater violence. They continued their
route therefore, and came and encamped
In the mean while Aratus,
before Clitor.
follicit fome afdraw together all
and demanded alfo

having fent to Philip to

made

fiftance,

hafte

to

Achaean forces
from the Lacedaemonians and Meflenians,
the troops which they had feverally engaged
the

;

to furnifh.

The

^Etolians,

when

vain endeavoured
torians to join

to

they had

prevail on

their party,

fir ft

in

the Cli-

and renounce

the alliance of the Achaeans, made their approaches againft the town, and attempted to
But the inhabitants mainfcale the walls,
tained their ground with fo much bravery
and firmnefs, that they foon were forced
to abandon the defign, and retreated back
again towards Cynaetha; plundering the
country as they went, and carrying with

them
fore

alfo the facred cattle,

had

left

untouched.

which they be-

They

deEleans :

at firft

figned to

leave Cynaetha

and when

this people refufed the offer,

refolved that they

own

poiTeffion,

to

the

would keep

it

they

in their

and appointed Euripides to
be
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be the Governour. But in a fhort time
alarmed by the report,
were
fome
troops
that
juft ready to arrive
from Macedon, they fet fire to the city,
and then retired, and diredted their march
towards Rhium ; defigning to embark their
forces there, and to return back again to
afterwards, being

iEtolia.

The Macedonian General Taurion, being informed of all the motions of the JEtolians, and of the outrages which they had
committed at Cynastha, and hearing alfo
that Demetrius of Pharos had

now brought

back his fleet from the Cyclade iflands to
the port of Cenchreas, fent fome meflengers to that Prince ; inviting him to join
the Achaeans ; to tranfport his veflels acrofs
the Ifthmus ; and to fall upon the ^Etolians
in their turn. Demetrius, who had gained a very rich booty in his expedition,
though he was forced at laft to fly with
fome difgrace before the Rhodians who

had

him, confented
on condition that

fent out a fleet againft

readily to this propofal,

Taurion mould defray the charge of tranfporting the veflels over. But when he had
pafled the Ifthmus, he found that the JEtolians had completed their return two days
Having pillaged therefore fome
before.
places,
that flood moft expofed along
few
their coaft, he then fleered his courfe back
to Corinth,

The

.
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The Lacedaemonians
held the fuccours, which by the ftated reand
gulation they were bound to furnifh
troops of
fent only fome inconfiderable
Horfe, with a fmall body of Infantry, that
thus they might appear not wholly to have
Aratus alfo,
flighted their engagements.
perfidioufly with-

:

with the Achaean

upon

forces,

difplayed rather,

occafion, the caution of a Politithan the courage of a General. For
fo intirely was his mind pofTefTed with the
remembrance of the late defeat, that he remained ftill quiet, and attempted nothing.
Scopas therefore andDorimachus accomplinV
ed at their leifure all that they had defigned j
and returned alfo back again with fafety
though their retreat was made through
pafles fo ftrait and difficult, that a trumpet
only might have been fufficient, to gain a
vi&ory againft them.
With regard to the inhabitants of Cynaetha, whofe misfortunes we have juft now
mentioned, it is certain, that no people ever
were efteemed fo juftly to deferve that cruel
treatment to which they were expofed.
And lince the Arcadians in general have
been always celebrated for their virtue
throughout all Greece ; and have obtained
the higheft fame, as well by their humane
this

cian,

and hofpitable

difpoiition,

as

from

their

piety alfo towards the Gods, and their ve-

neration
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haps be ufeful to inquire, from whence it
could arife, that the people of this fingle
city, though
confeffed to be Arcadians,
mould on the contrary be noted for the
favage roughnefs of their lives and manners,
and diftinguifhed by their wickednefs and
cruelty above all the Greeks. In my judge-

ment

then, this difference has happened
from no other caufe, than that the Cynsetheans were the firft and only people
among the Arcadians, who threw away
that Inftitution, which their anceftors had
eftablifhed with the greateft wifdom, and
with a nice regard to the natural genius,
and peculiar difpofition of the people of the
country ; I mean, the difcipline and exercife of Mufick
of that genuine and perfect Mufick, which is ufeful indeed in every
:

State, but abfolutely neceflary to the people
For we bought by no means
of Arcadia.
to adopt the fentiment that is thrown out

by Ephorus in the preface to his Hiftory,
and which indeed is very unworthy of that
Writer 3 " that Mufick was invented, to
deceive and delude mankind. "
Nor can
it be fuppofed, that the Lacedaemonians, and
the ancient Cretans, were not influenced by
fome good reafon, when, in the place of
trumpets, they introduced the found of
flutes, and harmony of verfe, to animate
their
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of battle or that
the firft Arcadians acted without ftrong
necefiity, who, though their lives and manners, in all other points, were rigid and auftere, incorporated this Art into the very effence of their government ; and obliged
not their children only, but the young men
likewife, till they had gained the age of

their foldicrs in the time

:

thirty years, to perfift in the conftant

and practice of

it.

For

all

Andy

men know,

that

almoft the only country, in which
the children, even from their moft tender
age, are taught to ling in meafure the fongs

Arcadia

is

and hymns, that are compofed in honour
of their Gods and Heroes: and that afterwards, when they have learned the mufick
ofTimotheus andPhiloxenus, they a (Terrible
once in every Year in the publick theatre?,
at the Feaft of Bacchus ; and there dance
with emulation, to the found of flutes ;
and celebrate, according to their proper
age, the children thofe that are called the

and the young men, the Manly
Games. And even in their private feafts
and meetings, they are never known to
employ any hired bands of Mufick for their
entertainment ; but each man is himfelf
For though they
obliged to fing in turn.
may, without fliame or ceniure, difown all
knowledge of every other fcience, they
dare not on the one hand diffemble or dePuerile,

ny.
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nv, that they are Ikilled in Mufick, fince
the laws require, that every one mould be

nor can they, on the other
hand, refufe to give fome proofs of their
fkill when aflted, becaufe fuch refulal would
be efteemed dishonourable. They are taught
alfo to perform in order all the military
fteps and motions, to the found of inftruinftrudred in

it

;

ments
and this is likewife pradtifed every
year in the theatres, at the publick charge,
and in fight of all the citizens.
:

Now

to

me

ancients by no

it is

clearly evident, that the

means introduced

thefe cus-

toms, to be the inftruments of luxury and
idle pleafure
but becaufe they had confidered with attention, both the painful and
laborious courfe of life, to which the Arcadians were accuftomed ; and the natural
aufterity alfo of their manners, derived to
:

them from

that cold and heavy

which

air,

covered the greateft part of all their province.
For men will be always found to
be in fome degree affimilated to the climate, in which they live
nor can it be
afcribed to any other caufe, that in the feveral nations of the world, dinrindt and fepa:

rated from each other,

we

behold

fo

a difference, in complexion, features,
ners,

cuftoms.

The

Arcadians

wide

man-

therefore,

fmooth and foften that difpowhich was by nature fo rough and

in order to
fition,

flubborn,
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the cuftoms above deappointed frequent feftivals and
befides

fexes were required
the men with wotogether;
to celebrate
men, and the boys with virgins : and in
general eftablifhed every inftitution, that
facrifices,

which both

could ferve to render their rugged minds
more gentle and compliant, and tame the
But the peofiercenefs of their manners.
ple of Cynaetha, having flighted all thefe
arts, though both their air and fituation,
the mod inclement and unfavourable of any
in Arcadia, made fome fuch remedy more
requifite to them than to the reft, were af-

wards engaged continually in inteftine tumults and contentions ; till they became at
laft fo fierce and favage, that, among all the
cities of Greece, there was none in which
fo many and fo great enormities were ever
known to be committed. To how deplorable a ftate this conduct had at laft reduced them, and how much their manners were detefted by the Arcadians, may
be fully underftood from that which happened to them, when they fent an embaffy
to Lacedaemon, after the time of a dreadful flaughter which had been made among
them. For in every city of Arcadia, through
which their deputies were obliged to pafs,
they were commanded by the publick Crier,
inftantly to be gone. The Mantineans alfo
exp refted
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exprefled ftill even more ftrongly their abhorrence of thenv.
P'or as foon as they
were departed, they made a folemn purification

of the place j and carried victims
round the city, and through all

in proceflion

their territory.

This then may be fufficient, to exempt
the general cuftoms of Arcadia from all cenfure > and at the fame time to remind the
people of that province, that Mufick was
at firfl: efrablimed in their government,

not for the fake of vain pleafure and amufement, but for fuch folid purpofes, as mould
engage them never to defert the practice of
it.
The Cynaetheans alfo may perhaps draw
fome advantage from thefe reflections ; and,
if the Deity mould hereafter blefs them

with better fentiments, may turn their minds
towards fuch difcipline, as may foften and
improve their manners, andefpecially to Mufick
by which means alone, they can never
hope to be diverted of that brutal nercenefs^
by which they have been fo long diftinguifhed.
But we mail here leave this people
and return again to the place, from
whence we began our digreffion.
:

:

The

iEtolians,

after

thofe

exploits

in

Peloponnefus which have been defcribed,
were juft now returned again in fafefy to
their country,

when

Philip arrived at

rinth with an army, to

affift

Co-

the Achaeans,

Per-
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Perceiving that the eriemy was gone, he dispatched his couriers to all the cities of the
alliance, defiririg that fome perfons might

be fent to Corinth, to deliberate with him
that Were proper to be taken
for the common fervice; and himfelf in
the mean while began his match towards
Tegeai having received notice, that the
people of Lacedsemort were diftradted by
inteftirie tutnults, and that much flaughter
had been committed in the city. For the
Lacedaemonians, Vvhd had been long &ccuftpmed to fubmit to kirigly government*
and to pay an unreftrained obedience tb their
Chiefs, having how lately gained their liberty by the favour of Antigdnus, and finding no monarch at their head, were broken
into various fadtions, and all claimed alike
an equal fhare in the adminiftration 6f the
State.
Among the Ephori, there were two*
who made at firft no open declaration of their
fentiments; and three, that entered without
r eferve into all the interefts of the iEtolians j
imagining, that Philip, on account of his
tender age, would be yet unable to controul
the affairs of Peloponnefus. But when thefe
laft perceived, that the iEtolians had left the
country, much foofrer than their hopes had
promifed ; and that Philip alio was arrived
from MaLcedon, before they had expected
his approach, they began to apprehend, that
Vol. II,
Adi-

on the meafures

D

5<d
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one of the fonder two, to
whom they had opened their intentions, and
in vain endeavoured to draw him to their
party, would not fai} to carry to the kfng a
full difcovery of all that had been tranfa&ed. Having therefore fecretly engaged
fome young men into their delign, they publiihed a decree, that all who were of fufficient age, fhould meet in arms at the Temple of Minerva, to defend the city againit
An order fo ftrange and
the Macedonia!") s.
unexpected foon drew the people together
Adimantus,
in crouds towards the temple.
being deeply grieved at thefe proceedings,
hallened to gain the head of all the affembly,
and began to addrefs the people in the following manner. " When the iEtolians, faid
he, our declared and open enemies, had

Adimantus,

drawn

their forces to the very borders of our

was then the time to publifh thefe
and to aiTemble the Youth in
and not when the Macedonians, onr

country,

it

Decrees,

arms
allies

:

and^ friends, to

berties

and and

whom we owe

fafety,

our

li-

are advancing with

But as he was proceeding in this harangue, fome of the young
men who had been appointed to the talk,

their king towards us."

fcll

U|

!ihi\

with their fwords.

They

then killed arlb Sthenelaus, Alcamenes,
Thyeftea, Bionidas, with many others of
the citizens.

But Polyphontes, and fome
few

Chap/ III.
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having in time forefeen the

danger, efcaped fafe to Philip.
After this tranfadtion, the Ephori,

who

were now fole mafters of the government,
fent fome deputies to Philip, to accufe the
citizens that were flain, as having been
themfelves the authors of the tumult : to
requeft the king, not to advance any nearto them, till the commotion that remained from the late fedition had firft fubfided
and in the laft place to allure him,
er

:

with regard to the Macedonians, they
were ready in all points to perform their

that,

duty, as juftice or as friendfhip fhould re-

The deputies, having met the king
near the mountain called Parthenius, discharged their commiflion to him, agreeably
quire.

to thefe inftrudtions.
ed,

Philip

ordered

When
them

they had endto return

im-

mediately back to Sparta, and acquaint the
Ephori, that he defigned to continue his
march forwards, and to encamp near
Tegea and that they fhould fend to him
to that place, without delay, fome perfons
of fufficient weight, to deliberate with him

on the meafures that were proper
fued in this conjuncture.
as they

to be pur«

The Ephori, as foon

had received thefe orders, deputed

to

the king ten citizens, of whom Omiasw as
the chief
who when they arrived at Te:

gea, and were admitted into the royal

D

z
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52
cil,

The General History Book lV t
began

alfo

with accufing Adimantus and

his friends, as having been the authors of

the late diforders. They proraifed that they
would obferve moft faithfully the terms of
the alliance : and that among all the States,
that feemed moft clofely attached by friendfhip to the King, the Lacedaemonians mould
yield to none in the fincerity and zeal, with
which they would at all times ftrive to advance his interefts. After thefe aflurances,
with others of the fame kind and purpofe,

the deputies retired.
The members of the Council were divided
For fome, who were
in their fentiments.
with
the fecret of the lata
acquainted
well
tranfacTiions,

tus

and the

and

who knew

reft

had

loft

that

Adimanon

their lives,

account only of their attachment to the
Macedonians, and that the Lacedaemonians
already

had

refolved to join the iEtolians,

the King

to have recourfe to

fome
exemplary vengeance; and in a word, to
punifh this people with the fame leverity,
as that with which Alexander punifhed the
inhabitants of Thebes, foon after he had
Others,
taken poffeflion of his kingdom.
who were of greater age, declared that
advifed

fuch treatment would too far exceed the offence.
They thought however, that it was
highly reafonable, that the men, who had
been the caufe of the late diforders, (hould
be
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be forced to bear feme cenlure : that they
fhould be divefted of their offices : and the
government be left to thofe, who were
known to be well difpofed towards the
King.

When

they had all delivered their opiKing himfelf replied in the following manner $ if indeed we can at all
fuppofe, that fuch an anfwer was his own.
For it is fcarcely credible, that a Youth of
nion, the

feventeen Years fhould be able to decide
with fuch true judgement, in matters of fo
great importance.

But when

we

are writ-

ing hiftory, we are forced always to aIcribe every final decifion that is made,
in fuch debates, to thofe who are poffefled of the fupreme adminiftration and
command leaving it however to the reader
to fuppofe, that the reafons upon which
:

are fupportcd, were at firft
fuggefted by the perfons that are near the

fiich decifions

Prince ; and efpecially by thofe,
matters of his private confidence.

who

are

In the
feems moft probable,
that Aratus furniflied the opinion, which
was now delivered by the King.
He faid then,
that in the cafe of thofe
diforders, and adts of violence, that were
at any time committed by the Allies an^ong
themfelves, his duty might perhaps require

prefent inftance,

him

it

fo far to interpofe, as to acquaint

P

3
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with
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with his fentiments, and endeavour to com-<
and correct all that
was amifs, by exhortations or by letters :
but that fuch offences only, as were crimes
againft the general Confederacy, required a
a general and a publick punifhment ; and
pole their breaches,

that

too

That

as

from

all

the

allies

in

common.

the Lacedaemonians had been guilty

of no open violation of ,thelaws of

this

con-

federacy, but on the contrary had engaged

by the moft folemn pjromifes, that they
would faithfully perform, the conditions of
it, it feemed to be by no means, juft or reafonable, that any kind of fe verity mould be
ftewn towards them. He added likewife,
that it could fcarcely fail to draw upon himfelf the cenfure of mankind, if now, from
fo flight a caufe, he fhould refolve to acl;
with rigour againft this people, whom his
Father not long before had treated with the
ulmoft gentlenefs, even after he had conquered them as enemies.
..As foon then as it was decided, that no
farther inquiry fhould be made concerning
the late fcranfactions, the King fent Petraeus,
one of his friends, together with Omias, to

Lacedaemon

to exhort the people ftill to
adhere to the intereft of the Macedonians,
and to confirm anew the alliance, by a muHe then decamptual exchange of oaths.
having
ed,, and returned again to Corinth
:

:

fhewn
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m

fhewn,
this generous treatment of the
Lacedaemonians, fuch a fpecimen of his
mind and inclinations, as filled the Allies
with the faireft hopes.

CHAP.
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King being now met

at

Corinth

by the deputies from the confederate

States, held a general Council,

to deliberate

on the meafures that were proper

The

againft the /Etolians.

to be taken

Boeotians accufed

them, of having plundered the temple of
Itonian Minerva, during the time of peace.
The Phocasans, that they had armed fome
forces, with defign to pofTefs tHemfelves of
Ambryfus and Daulis. The Epirots, that
they had wafted all their province.
And
the Acarnanians, that they had attempted
to take Thyreum by furprize.
The Adrians alfo related at large, in

what manner

they had gained pofleffion of Clariiim, in
wafted all the
the Megalopolitan territory
lands of the Patraeans and Pharseans facked
:

:

the city of Cynastha

:

pillaged the

Temple

laid fiege to Clitor
of Diana at Lufli
made an attack by fea upon Pylus and by
land likewife, being arlifted by the Illyrians,
had attempted to ftorm the city of Megalopolis, when it was juft now beginning to be
:

:

D

4
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again with people, in order to reduce

filled
it to

it's

late defolate ftate.

When

the Council had heard

complaints,

all

thefe

was with one voice agreed*

it

that war fhould be declared againft the i*Etolians.

They made

which, haying

firft

therefore a Decree, in
recited the feveral accu-

now

mentioned, they declared
that they would immediately employ all
their force, in favour of the allies, to reco-

fations juft

ver every city, and every province,

which

the iEtolians had ufurped, from the time
of the death of Demetrius the father of
That thofe, who had been comPhilip.
pelled by the neceffity of times and circumftances to affociate themfelves with the
/Etolian Republick, fhould be reinftated in

own

proper government ; fhould poftowns and territories, free from
and difcharged from tribute 5
garrifons,
fhould enjoy their liberty entire ; and be
governed by the cuftoms of their anceftors.
And in the laft place, that the power and
laws of the Amphidtyons fhould be again
reftored; together with the Temple likewife,
and all the jurifdidtion, of which the Mtolians had deprived them."
This Decree
was made in the firft year of the hundredfortieth Olympiad ; and from hence began
the Social War.
A war founded altogether
Vipon juftice
and fuch as was indeed the
their

fefs their

:
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and neceffary confequence of the paft

cliforders.

The

Council then fent fome deputies to
all the Allies that the Decree might be confirmed in every State, in a general affembly
of the people, and war be declared againft
the iEtolians, in every feparate province.
At the fame time Philip informed the
/Etolians alfo

by a

letter,

that if there

was

any thing that could be urged in anfwer
accufations with which they had
been charged, they might now appear before the Council, and enter upon their defence : but that it was the very height of
to the

perfuade themfelves, that becaufe
they had robbed and pillaged all the parts
of Greece, before hostilities had been declared by any Decree of their Republick,
the States muft therefore quietly fubmit to
the injuftice ; or, in cafe that they prepared
to punifh it, be confidered as the authors of
the war.
The Chiefs of the iEtolians, having received the letter, appointed at firft a certain
day, upon .which they promifed that they
would meefidhe king at Rhium ; imagining,

folly, to

would

to come.
But
he was arrived, they
fent a courier to acquaint him, that as the
General Council of the iEtolians was not
yet affembled, they had no power of them-

that Philip

when they heard

refufe

that

felves
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enter into any

felves

to

things

which concerned the whole Repub-

deliberations, in

lick.

The

Achaeans, as Coon as they were met
together at iEgiunv at the uilial time of

holding their Affemblies, with one voice
confirmed the Decree, and made publick
proclamation of war againft the /Etolkins,
The King, who was prefent in the Council,
made a long difcourfe ; which the Achssans
received with the greateft marks of favour
and renewed with him all the obligations

of

fidelity

made

in

and friendfhip, which they had
former times to any of his an-

ceftors.

About this time alfo, the yEtolians, being
aflembled to elect their magiftrates, made
choice: of Scopas to be Praetor ; the very
who was the caufe of all the late diforders.
What mail we fay of this proceeding ?
Not to declare war by any publick Decree,
and yet to afiemble the people together in
arms, to invade and pillage every neighbouring State; and inftead of puniming the authors of this violence, to receive + hem with
rewards and honours, and to advance them
to the higheft magiftracies
fuch a conduct
muft furely be conlidered as a moft confummate piece of wicked nefs ; and fuch as cannot be exprefied in any fofter language.
:
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more

nature of this bafePhcebidas had by treachery

clearly to explain the
nefs.

When

Thebes

was called
Cadmea, the Lacedaemonians punimed in T

feized the citadel of

that

deed the author of that difhonourable acbut fuffered the garrifon ftill to keep
poffeffion of the citadel ; and pretended,
that they had made full fatisfaclion for the
injuftice, by chaftifing him who had contrived the perfidy
whereas it was clear to
all, that the Thebans could be neither fafe
nor free, unlefs the garrifon alfo was withThe fame people likewife, after the
drawn.
general peace had been concluded by Antalcidas, declared by the voice of the publick crier, that they reftored to liberty all
the States of Greece, and left them to be
governed by their own proper laws : when
at the fame time they refufed to remove the
magiftrates who prefided, under their apAnd afterwards,
pointment, in every city.
when they hadfubdued the Mantineans, their
allies and friends, and forced them to diffolye- their government, they pretended, that
they had done them no kind of wrong;
fince they had only taken them from one
city, to fettle them in many.
But furely it
is no lefs a proof of folly, than of wickednefs, for any people to conceive, that becaufe themfelves have wilfully Ihut their
tion,

:

eyes,
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befides muft be therefore
indeed this condudfc proved the
fource of fuch great calamities, both to the
Lacedaemonians and iEtolians, that thofe
who were wife will on no account be ever
eyes, all

blind.

And

led to imitate
affairs,

it,

either in

their private

or in the pubiick government of

States.

The King, when he regulated all things
with the Achaeans, retired back again to
Macedon with his army, and began to
make the neceflary preparations for the
The Decree, that had now been
war.
made, had raifed him high in the efteem,
not only of the Allies, but of all the people of Greece, who were filled with the
from the proofs which
he had already fhewn of gentlenefs and
moderation, and of fuch true greatnefs as,
was worthy of a King.
Thefe things were all tranfa&ed at the
time in which Annibal, having fubdued
the other parts of Spain that were beyond
the Iberus, was preparing to beftege Saguntum. Now, if the motions and firft
progrefs of this General had in any manner been connedted with the affairs of
Greece, we (hould have joined and interwoven the hiftory of the latter, in it's due
place and order, with the relation which we
gave of the former intheprecedingBook. But
nobleft expectations,
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now broke out in
Greece, and Afia, had each a be-

becaufc the wars that
Italy, in

ginning diftindt and peculiar to themfelves,
though they all were terminated in one

common end, it feemed moft proper, that
we fhould give alfo a diftindl: and feparate
account of each, till we arrived at the time
which they were blended firft together,
aud began to move in one direction towards
the fame lingle point,
By this method, we
fhall be able to explain with greater clearnefs, not only the commencements of thefe
in

wars, but

all

the

circumftances alfo that

belonged to their firft connection ; the time
and manner of which, together with the
caufes of it, have already been in part remarked ; and fhall afterwards unite them
all in one common Hiftory.
This connec*
tion firft was made, in the third year of
the hundred-fortieth Olympiad, foon after
the conclufion of the Social War.
From
the end of this war therefore, we fhall include, as we have faid, in one general Hiftory, all the events that followed ; intermixing them together in their proper place
and order. But before that period, we fhall
treat of every one diftindly : taking care

however

among

ftill

to

remind the reader, which

thofe tranfa&ions, that are defcribed

in the preceding

Book, were coincident with
we are now going to re-

the events which

late.
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For thus the whole narration will be
rendered eafy and intelligible
and the importance alio of the fubje&s will appear
with more advantage, and will ftrike the
mind with a greater force.
The King, during the time of winter,
late.

:

which

pafied

in

Macedon,

levied

troops

with the greateft diligence ; and made alfo
the preparations that were neceflary, to fecure his kingdom againft the attempts of
thofe barbarians, who lived upon the borders of it.
He afterwards went to hold a
And
private conference with Scerdilaidas.
having trufted himfelf boldly in his hands,
and preffed him to join in the alliance, and
become a confederate in the war, he prevailed without mueh difficulty partly by engag:

ing to

afiift

him

in reducing certain places

and partlyalfo by enumerating all
thofe fubje&s of complaint, which itw as
no hard tafk to find againft the iEtolians.
For the wrongs and injuries, that are committed by publick States, differ in no refped: frem thofe that are done by private
men, except only in their number and imIt may alfo be remarked, that
portance.
ibcieti.es of thieves and robbers are ufually
broken by no other means, than becaufe the
perfons, of whom they are compofed, fail
to render juftice to each, other, and are falfe

in Illyria

;

to
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engagements. And
happened
now to the JEto~
was that
They had promifed to allot to Scer-

dilaidas a certain part of all the plunder, if he.

would join his forces with them, to invade
But when this was done, and they
Achaia.
the city of Cynaetha, and carfacked
had
ried atyay great numbers both of flaves and
cattle, they excluded him even from the
fmalleli fliare, in the divifion of the booty*

As

his

of

this

mind

jlightly

was filled with a fenfe
no fooner had Philip
mentioned the wrongs which he had
therefore

injuftice*

he entered readily into all
was propofed, and confented to join in
the confederacy, upon thefe conditions

received, than,

that

that twenty Talents fhould be paid to

every year

arm
by

;

thirty

him

and that on his part, he fhould
and carry on the war

frigates,

fea againft the iEtolians.

While the King was thus employed, the
Deputies that were fent to all the allies,
came firft to Acarnania, and difcharged their
commiffion there. The Acarnanians, honeft and ingenuous* confirmed immediately
the Decree, and declared war againft the
iEtolians, without any hefitation or referve.
And yet of all the States of Greece, this people might moft reafonably have been excufed,
if they ha4 fought pretences for delay ; had
been flow in making any declaration of their
.

len-
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fentiments ; and in a word, had altogether
feared to draw upon thertifelves the ven-

geance of their neighbours.

For

they
were clofely joined to the confines of the
iEtolian territory, fo their country likewife

was open and

defencelefs,

and

as

an

cafy

prey to every enemy
And which was ftill
of more confiderable moment, the hatred
alfo, which they had (hewn againft the
iEtolians, had involved them, not long before this time, in very great calamities.
But
men, that are brave and generous, will force
all

confiderations to

And fo

ftrongly

was

fall

before their duty.

this virtue rooted in the

Acarnanians, that, though their State was
extremely weak and feeble, they had fcarcely
in any times been known to fwerve from the
In every conjuncture therepra&ice of it.
fore that is dangerous and difficult, an alliance with this people ought by no means
to be flighted, but fhould rather be embraced with eagernefs lince among all the
Greeks, there are none who have fhewn a?
warmer love of liberty, or a more unalterable fteadinefs in all their condudt.
The Epirots on the contrary, when they
had received the deputies, confirmed indeed
the Decree, but refufed to make any declaration of war againft the ^Etolians, till
Philip fhould have firft declared it;
At the
:

fame-time they allured the deputies that
were
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^Etolia, that they

And thus they a6red
remain in peace.
both a double and difhonourable part. An
embaffy was fent alfo to king Ptolemy ; to
requeft him not to affift the iEtolians with
any kind of fupplies or money for the war,
in oppofition to Philip and the allies.
But the MelTenians, for whofe fake chiefly the confederacy was formed, refufed to
bear any part in the war, unlefs the city
of Phigalea, which flood upon the borders of their province, mould fiHt be feparated from the iEtolian government.
This
fefolutiori, to which the Ephori of the MeffcnianS, Oeftis and Nicippus, with fome
others of the oligarchical leaders, had forced
ftill

the people to confent,
the moft fenfelefs and
taken in the prefent
true indeed, that the
fuch as may well be

was

in

my judgement

abfurd, that could be
circumftarices.

calamities of

dreaded

It

war

is

are

but not iri
fo great degree, as that, rather than engage
in it, we mould fubmit with tamenefs to
bear every injury.
For to what purpofe do
we fo highly prize an equality in government, the liberty of fpeaking all our fentiments, and the glorious name of freedom,
if nothing is to be preferred to
peace ?
Muft we then approve of the conduct of the
Thebans, who, iri the time of the wars
againft the Medes, which threatened the
deftruction of all the States of Greece, fe-

Vol,

If.

E

:
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and were led by their fears to embrace
thofe meafures, which proved afterwards fo
fatal to them ? Or can we applaud the fentiments of their Poet Pindar ; who, in flattery
to the judgement of his country, advifes all
the citizens, to place their only hopes of fafety in repofe ; and to feek, as he expreffes it,
The radiant fplendors of majeftick Peace ? t
For theie fentiments, that appeared fo plaulible and fpecious, were found in the event
to be not lefs perniciou sthan dimonourable.
In a word, as no acquifition is more to be
efteemed than peace, when it leaves us in
pofieffion of our honour and lawful rights
fo on the other hand, whenever it is joined
with lofs of freedom, or with infamy, nothing can be more deteftable or fatal.
ger,

Now

the Meflenians, whofe counfels

all

were governed by a faction of a few, had
always been milled, by motives which refpected only the private interefts of the Oligarchy, and had courted peace with much
For though, in
too great an earneftnefs.
oonfequence of this attention to their eafe,
they had efcaped the ftorms that feemed to
threaten

them in many

difficult

conjunctures

;

yet on the other hand, while they perfifted
ftill unalterably in this conduct, the danger,

which they ought

chiefly to

have dreaded,

gained infenfibly fo great ftrength againft
them, that their country was at laft forced
to
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might indeed have all been obviated, if they
had been careful only to purfue the meafures
that were neceflary, with regard to the
people that were fituated neareft to them,
and who were the moft powerful like wife
of all the States of Peloponnefus, or rather
of all Greece ; I mean the Lacedaemonians
the former of whom had
and Arcadians
(hewn an implacable enmity again ft them,
even from their firft fettlement in the country, without being able to provoke them to
any generous efforts of refentment ; while
the latter guarded all their interefts with
care, and treated them with favour and af:

fection,

which they neglected

From hence

to cherifh or

happened, that
while thefe two States were engaged in war,
either againft each other,
or with any

maintain.

more

it

diftant enemies, the

Meffenians, fa-

voured by the times, paffed their lives in full
But when the Lacefecurity and repofe.
daemonians were at laft wholly dilincumbered from all other wars, and had ieifure
to employ their ftrength againft them ; being then unable of themfelves to refift an

enemy whofe

force was far fuperior to their
own, and having neglected alio to gain in
time fuch firm and hone ft friends, as might
have flood together with them under every

danger, they were forced either to fubmit

E

2

to
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abandon
and their country, together
with their wives and children. And to
this miferable alternative have they often
been reduced ; even within the times, that
For
are not far diftant from the prefent.
to the very vileft fervitude, or to

their habitations

my own

part,

it is

my

earned: wifh, that the

agreement which now fubiifts among the
States of Peloponnefus may ftill continue to
and that they may
acquire new ftrength
the
advice,
which I am going
want
never
But if the bonds of this conto offer.
federacy mould ever be again diflblved, I
am fully affured, that there is no other way,
by which the MerTenians and Arcadians
can hope long to remain in the poffeffion of
their country, than by embracing the fentiments of Epaminondas, and maintain;

ing

ftill,

in

every conjuncture, the clofeft

union both of interefts and counfels, without diffimulation or referve. It may add
perhaps fome weight to my opinion, if we
confider wjiat was in this refpect the conduct of thefe two States in ancient times.
Now, among many other things that might

be mentioned,

it is

reported by Callifthenes.,

that the MerTenians, in the time of Arifto-

menes, erected a Column near the altar of
Lycaean Jupiter, and infcribed upon it the
following verfes

At

laft ftern Juftice feals

the Tyrant's

doom.

Lc
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by the Gods,

Soon found the Traitor through

Vain was

Or
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Meflfenia's injur'd land

his hope,

veil his perj'ry
,

his dark difguife.

elude heav'n's vengeful hand,

t"

from Jove's piercing eyes.

All hail, the fov'reign

King

Ever propitious prove, and

!

the

Lord of

fate!

blefs Arcadia's State.

From this Infcription, in which they
thus implore the Gods to protect Arcadia,
we may judge, that the Meffenians were
willing to acknowledge, that they regarded
this Province as their fecond country, after

And indeed they
loft their own.
had good reafon fo to regard it. For when
they were driven from their country, in
the time of thofe wars in which they were
engaged under the conduit of Ariftomenes,

they had

the Arcadians not only yielded to them
the prote&ion of their State, and admit-

them

rights of

but
gave their daughters alfo, by a publick
the young
Meffenians that
decree, to
were of age to mairy. And having made
inquiry like wife into the guilt of their own
king Ariftocrates, who had bafely deferted
the Meffenians in the combat that was called the Battle of the Trenches, they deft royed the traitor, and extirpated alfo all
But without looking back to
his race.
an age fo far removed, that which happened about the time in which Megalopolis
and Meffene began to be inhabited, may
ferve fully to confirm the point which I am
ted

to

the

labouring to eftabiHh.

E

3

citizens,

After the tattle of

Man-
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Mantinea, in which the death of Epaminondas left the victory doubtful, the Lacedemonians employed all their efforts, to
exclude the people of Meffenia from the
general treaty
having flattered themfelves
with fecret hopes, that they fhould foon become the mailers of that province. But
the Megalopolitans, with all the States that
were confederates with the Arcadians,
iupported the MefTenians with fo much
fteadinefs and zeal, that they were received
by the allies, and included in the peace ;
while the Lacedaemonians alone, of all the
Greeks, were themfelves excluded from it.
This then may be fufficient to fhew the
truth of all that I have now advanced. And
from hence the MefTenians and Arcadians
may be taught, to remember always the
misfortunes, that have been brought upon
their country by the Lacedaemonians, in former times ; and to remain fo firmly joined
together in the bonds of mutual confidence
and friendfhip, that they never may be
moved, either by the dread of an enemy,
or by any unreafonable love of peace, to de~
But
iert each other in the time of danger.
we fhall now return from this digrefiion.
The Lacedaemonians acted, upon this cc:

caficn, in a

manner not

ufual conduct
puties, that

:

for they

were

fent to

unfuitable to their
difmifled

the de-

them from the

al-

Such was the
without any anfwer.
confequence of their late wicked and ablies,

&r4

U

Chap. IV. of P

O L Y B

Turd proceedings

which had involved them

;

in fo great doubt

knew

not
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and
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what meafures they ought now

So true it is, that rafh
and delperate projects moft frequently reduce men in the end to an utter incapaeity,
either to think, or ad.
But not long afterwards, when new
Ephori were elected in the city, the faction
that had been the caufe of the late disorders, and of the Daughter that was then
committed, fent to the iEtolians, and defired that fome perfon might be deputed to
them in the name of the Rcpublick. The

to have recourfe.

iEtolians confented readily to this requerL

And when their Deputy, who was named
Machatas, arrived foon afterwards at Lacedaemon, the men, by whofe advice he had
been fent, preifed the Ephori, that he
might be allowed to fpeak in an afiembly
of the people. They demanded likewife,
that fome Kings fhould be elected without
delay, as the laws required $ and the empire of the Heraclida? no longer lie diffolved.
The Ephori, who were in every point difpleafed with the proceeding, but were too
weak to refift the violence of thofe that
drove it on ; and who apprehended alio,
that, in cafe they

mould

refufe to

comply

with theie demands, the young men might
be engaged in fome attempt againft them
confented to allow an afiembly of the peo-

E 4
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yz

Machatas

pie to

propofal for

they

:

would deliberate toat fome future time.
the people were affembled, Ma-

laid,

that they

gether concerning

When

but with regard to the
kingly government^

reiioring

it,

chatas preffed them, in a long diicourfe, to

arms with the iEtolians. He
boldly charged the Macedonians with many
accuiations that were vain and groundlefs
and on the other hand, beftowed fuch
praifes on his own Republick, as were not
As foon as he had
lefs abfurd than falfe.
ended, the debates that followed were long
and vehement. For fome, fupporting all
that had been urged in favour of the iEtolians, advifed the affembly to accept the
while others laalliance that was offered
boured, not lefs warmly, to diffuade it.
After fome time however, when the oldeft men rofe up to fpeak, and reminded the
people, on the one hand, of the many favours that had been heaped upon them by
Antigonus and the Macedonians, and on

join

their

;

the other hand, recounted all the injuries,
which they had received from Timaeus and

Charixenus

;

when

the iEtolians with a nu-

merous army wafted

all

their

country, led

and even attempted
by furprize and force, having

their people into flavery,

to take Sparta

brought back the Exiles, to
lign

;

vailed

affift

the whole affembly was at

in the

deonce pre-

on to embrace the fentiments that
werq
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were moft contrary to the ^Etolians, and to
remain firm in their alliance with the Macedonians and with Philip. Machatas therefore returned back again to his country,
without having obtained the end of his commiffion.

But thofe, who had been the authors of
the former tumult, refolved that things
fhould not long remain in their prefent ftate.
Having gained therefore fome of the young
men of the city to their party, they formed
a fecond attempt, which was indeed moft
horrible and impious.
There was a certain
of old inftitution in the country,
in honour of Minerva ; at which the cuftom.
was, that all the Youth of the city fhould
appear in arms, and walk in proceflion to
the temple ; while the Ephori flood waiting round the Shrine, ready to perform the
the facred offices.
At the time then of this
folemn feftival, fome of the young men that
were armed to attend the ceremony, fell
fuddenly upon the magiftrates, as they were
bufied in the facrifice, and flew them.
Yet
fandity
of this Temple, that
fuch was the
it had afforded always an inviolable refuge,
even to men that were condemned to die.
But fo little was it now relpe&ed by thefe
daring and inhuman wretches, that they
Sacrifice,

made no
place,

and

fcruple to pollute

the venerable

with the blood of all the Ephori ;
them even a,t the very altar, and
round
x

to kill
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Af-

terwards, that they might fully accomplifh
all their

purpofe, they killed alfo Gyridas,

with others of the
ing forced the

reft,

defigns, to retire

oldeft

that

from the

new Ephori from

their

immediately concluded
iEtolians.

was

The

men. And havwere averfe to their
city,

own

they chofe

faction,

an alliance

caufe of

all

and

with the

this violence,

of the Achaeans
partly their ingratitude towards the Macedonians ; and in part likewife, their fenfelefs difregard of all mankind.
To which we
may alfo add what indeed was of the greateft weight, the affection which they frill
and the conflant
retained for Cleomenes
expectation which they cherifried, that this
Prince would return to them again in fafetv.
Thus it is, that men who are acquainted
with the arts of life, and whofe manners
are gentle and engaging, not only win the
efteem and affection of mankind when they
are prefent with them ; hut even in the
time of long and diftant abfence, leave hehind them fuch ftrong fparks of inclination
and deflre, as are not eafily extinguished.
For not to mention other circumftances,
during three whole years which now had
partly their hatred

->

fmce Cleomenes was forced to defert
kingdom, the Lacedemonians, though
in other points their State was frill ad-

pafled,
his

miniftered according to the ancient laws,

had
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had fhewn not even the leaft defire to apBut no fooner had the
point other kings.

news of his death arrived at Sparta, than
both the people and the Ephori refolved
that fome ihould be eleded without delay.
The Ephori therefore, who belonged, as we
have faid, to the faction that had caufed the
late diforders, and concluded an alliance with
the iRtolians, made choice of one who had
a clear and uncontefted right to bear the
office. This was Agefipolis, who had not yet
arrived indeed at perfect age, but was the fon
of Agefipolis, whofe father Cleombrotus,
when Leonidas was driven from Sparta, had
fucceeded to the kingdom, as being the
next in blood to that prince.
At the fame
time they named, as Tutor to the King,
Cleomenes, who was the fon alio of Cleombrotus, and brother of Agefipolis.
But
with regard to the other royal Houfe,
though there were now two fons remaining
from a daughter of Hippomedon, by Archidamus the fon of Eudamidas 5 and though

Hippomedon himfelf was ftill alive, who
was the fon of Agefilaus, and <n*andfon of
Eudamidas ; and though there were many
others alfo, that were allied in a more
remote degree

to

the

branches

of this

yet all their claims were difre;
garded
and Lycurgus was advanced to
be the other King ; among whofe anceftors,

family

:

there
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was none that ever had poffeffed the
But by giving only a fingle
regal dignity.
Talent to each of the Ephori, he became
at once a defendant from the race of Hercules, and a King of Sparta.
So ealy oftenthere

times is the purchale even of the greateft
But from hence it happened, that
honours.

not their children or remote pofterity, but
themfelves who had made the choice, were
the firft that felt the punilhment, that was
due to their imprudence.
Machatas, being informed of all that had
been done in Sparta, returned back again
to that city, and preffed the Ephori and the
Kings, to begin the war without delay
againft

the

Achasans.

He

reprefented to

was the only meafhre, by
which they could hope effectually to break
all contention, and defeat the attempts of
thofe, who, both in Lacedaemon and in
^Etolia likewife, were ftill labouring to ob-.
them, that

this

flrudt the alliance.

out great

difficulty,

And

having thus, withhis de-

accomplimed

and engaged thefe foolifh magiftrates
to approve of all that was propofed, he went
back again to his own country. Lycurgns
then drew together a body of troops ; and
having added to them alfo fome of the
forces of the city, he fell iuddenly upon the
Argian territory, before the people, who
were perfuaded that the peace frill fubfiiTed,
iign,

O L Y B
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or defence.

He made himfelf

fore in the

very

Prafiae,

Leucae,

deavoured

alfo

firft

and

to take
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their fecurity

mafter thereaffault of Poiichna,

Cyphanta. He enby ftorm Glympes

but was repulfed in the attempt.
After thefe exploits, the Lacedaemonians
made publick proclamation of the war.
The Eleans alfo were prevailed on by
Machatas, who repeated to them the fame

and Zarax

difcourfe which he had made at Lacedaemon, to turn their arms againft the A-

chaeans.

that

all

And

thus the

iEtoiians, finding

with their
upon the war with alacrity

things had confpired

defigns, entered

and confidence. ; while the Achaeans on the
contrary were dejected and diftrefled.
For
Philip, upon whom their chief ftrength and
hopes were founded, had not yet completed all his preparations
the Epirots ftili
formed pretences for delay the Meffenians
remained inactive and iaftly the iEtolians,
being thus favoured by the fenfelefs conduct:
of the Lacedaemonians and Eleans, had already as it were inclofed them upon every
fide with war.
The Praetorfhip of Aratus was juft now
ready to expire, and his Son Aratus was
appointed to fucceed him.
The iEtolian
Praetor Scopas had performed about half
the courfe of his adminiftration.
For the
-flitolians were accuftomed
to elect their
magi:

:

:
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magiftrates, immediately after the time of

the autumnal Equinox : and the Aehasans,
at the Riling of the Pleiades.
As foon
then as the younger Aratus had entered
upon the duties of his office, the Spring being now advanced, all things every where
began at once to haften into action. For
it was now, that Annibal was preparing
to befiege Saguntum ; and that the Romans
fent an army into Illyria, to chaftife Demethat Antiochus, having gained poftrius
feffion, by the treachery of Theodotus, of
Tyre and Ptolemais, refolved to ufurp the
fovereignty of Ccelefyria ; and that Ptolemy,
on the other hand, drew together all his
At the fame time
forces to oppofe him.
Lycurgus, following in his conduct the example of Cleomenes, laid fiege to Athenaeum in the Megalopolitan territory the
Achaeans collected a numerous body of
mercenary troops, both Infantry and Cavalry, to fecure their country from the war
and Phithat was ready to furround them
:

:

:

began his march from Macedon,
at the head of ten thoufand Macedonians
heavy-armed, five thoufand Peltaftse, and
And laftly, while
eight hundred Horfe.
all thefe great and important armaments
were thus ready to be carried into action,
the Rhodians likewife began their war upon the people of Byzantium, for the caufes
which I am now going to relate.
lip alfo
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V.
all

the cities in the

is the moft happy in its fituwith refpedt to the fea being not
only fecure on that fide from all enemies,
but poflfefled alfo of the means of obtaining
every kind of neceflaries in the greateft
plenty.
But with refped: to the land, there
is fcarcely any place that has fo little claim

world,

ation,

:

to thefe advantages.

With regard

the Byzantines, {landing
entrance of the Pontus,

clofe

for

any merchant to

or return, without their

upon

command

folutely all that palfage, that
fible

to the fea,

it is

fail

the
ab-

fo

not pof-

through

permiffion

:

it,

and

from hence they are the mafters of all thofe
commodities, which are drawn in various
kinds from the countries that lie round this
to fatisfy the wants, or the conveniences, of other men.
For among the things
that are neceffary for ufe, they fupply the

fea,

,

Greeks with
bers of very
regard

leather,

and with great num-

ferviceable flaves.

to thofe

And

with

that are efteemed conve-

niences, they fend honey and wax, with
all kinds of feafoned and falted
meats
taking from us in exchange our own fuper:

commodities; oil, and every fort of
wine.
They fometimes alfo furnifli us with
corn 5 and fometimes receive it from us.;

fluous

as

8o
as
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the wants of either may require.
Now

Greeks muft either
be excluded wholly from this commerce,
it

is

certain that the

or be deprived at leaft of

all it's

vantages, if ever the Byzantines

gage

any

in

ill

chief ad-

mould en-

defigns againft them, and be

joined in friendfhip
with the barbarous
people of Galatia, or rather with thofe of

Thrace ; or even indeed, if they mould ever;
be difpofed to leave the country. For as
well by reafon of the extreme narrownefs of
the paffage, as from the numbers alfo of
thofe barbarians that are fettled round

it,

we

never mould be able to gain an entrance
Though the
it into the Pontus.
Byzantines therefore are themfelves polTefTed
of the firft and beft advantages of this happy fituation, which enables them to make

through

both an eafy and a profitable exchange of
their fuperfluous commodities, and to procure in return, without any pain or danger,'
whatever their own lands fail to furnifh ;
yet fince, through their means chiefly, other
countries alfo are enabled, as we have faid, to
obtain

many

things that are of the greatefl

it feems reafonable, that they mould
;
be regarded always by the Greeks, as common benefactors ; and receive not only favour and acknowledgements, but afliftance
likewife to repel all attempts, that may be
made againft them by their barbarous neigh-

ufe

bours^

But
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St

beyond

of thofe countries, which are
moil ufually frequented by us ; and becaufe
the nature and peculiar excellence of it's
fituation have hitherto, upon that account,
remained almoft unknown ; it may perhaps
be ufeful to explain at large the caufes, to
which it is indebted for thofe great advantages which it enjoys.
For frnce all men
the limits

are

not

which

able

is firft

to

obtain

to be defired,

the opportunity,

of viewing with

their eyes the things that are lingular and

worthy of

their obfervation, in

any diftant

country ; I could wi(h however, that at
leaft they might be taught to gain fome
right conception of them, and even to form
fuch an image of them, in their minds, as
fhould bear a near refemblance to the truth.
That then which is called the Pontus,
contains in it's circumference almoft twentytwo thoufand fladia. It has two mouths,
diametrically oppofite to each other
one,
which opens into the Propontis ; and the
other on the fide of the Palus Mseotis,
whofe circumference includes about eight
thoufand ftadia. Thefe beds receive the
waters of many large rivers, which flow
into them from Afia; and of others likewife, more in number, and more confiderable in their fize, that come from Europe,
The Maeotis, being filled by thefe, difcharges them again, through the mouth laft
Vol. II,
mentioned,
F
:
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mentioned,
thence they
other

ftill

mouth

mouth on

the

into

Pontus

pafs forwards,

into

the

:
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and from
through the

The

Propontis.

the fide of the Masotis,

the Cimmerian Bofphorus.

It

is

called

contains about

and about thirty in
it's breadth ; and is in every part of a very
The mouth of the
inconiiderable depth.
fixty ftadia in length,

Pontus, on the oppolitc

fide,

called the

is

Thracian Bofphorus ; and includes in length
a hundred and twenty ftadia
but the
This mouth, bebreadth of it is unequal.
ginning, on the fide of the Propontis, at
that fpace which lies between Chalcedon
and Byzantium, whofe breadth is about fourteen ftadia, from thence extends towards
the Pontus, and is ended at a place called
Hieron ; in which Jafon, at his return from
Colchis, is faid firft to have offered facrifice
This place, though it
to the twelve Gods.
not far removed from
in
Afia,
is
be fituated
Europe j being diftant, about twelve ftadia
only, from the temple of Serapis, which
ftandsoppofite to it, upon the coaft of Thrace.
:

There

are

two

caufes, to

which

it

rauft

be afcribed, that the Masotis and the Pontus difcharge their waters in continual
The firft,
flow, from their refpedtive beds
which is obvious, and clear to all, is, that

when many

into a bed, whofe
and circumfcribed, if no
opening mould be found, through which
limits

rivers fall

are fixed

POLYBIUS.
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they may be again difcharged, the waters,
as they are more and more increafed, muft
to a greater height,

ftill rife

overflow

bounds,

their

till

at laft

they

and run to fill a
which they were

larger fpace, than that into
at

firft

received

:

but on the other hand, if

there be any free and open paffage, through

which they may be allowed
all

that

is

to flow, then

fuperfluous and redundant will of

way. The other
the great quantity of earth and various matter, which the rivers bring down
neceflity be difcharged that

caufe

is

with them

For from hence
which prefs and elevate the waters, and force them in like man after

heavy

rains.

large banks are formed,

ner to direct their courfe forwards through
the mouths that are open to receive them.

And

as thefe

and the

banks are formed continually,

rivers alfo continue

ftill

to enter, in

regular and conftant flow, the efflux of the
waters muft be conftant likewife, without
any ftop or intermiflion.
Thefe then are the true caufes, from
whence the waters of the Pontus are continally flowing from their beds
caufes, not
derived from the report of merchants ; but
founded upon fact and nature ; which afford indeed, in all inquiries, the fureft and
But fmce
the mod convincing evidence.
we have advanced fo far in this digrefiion,
inftead of being fatisfied with that hafty negligence, with which thofe, who hitherto
F 2
have
:

$4
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have treated of thefe fubjects, muft almoft all
be charged, let us endeavour rather, not only
to defcribe with accuracy the effects that are
produced, but to add fuch a demonftration
alfo of the caufes from whence they feverally arife, as may leave nothing doubtful or

For

qbfeure.

in

the

prefent

times,

in.

of the earth are become
acceffible either by land or fea, we ought by
no means to have recourfe, in things that
are unknown, to the fabulous reports of
poets and mythologies, and thus vainly labour to eftablifh dark and difputablc points,
by a kind of teftimony, which, as Heraclitus has remarked, deferves no credit ; but

which

all

parts

fhould be careful rather to reft the whole
authority of that which we relate, upon
fuch facts alone, as are drawn from the
actual

view,

places,

and

which we

knowledge, of the
any time may take oc-

real
at

caiion to defcribe.
I fay

then,

that both the Palus Masotis

and the Pontus have,

for a long

time

paft,

received continually great quantities of earth

and matter, which are ftill heaped together
and by which, in the courfe of time, their
beds mull: be intirely filled
unlefs fome
change mould happen in the places, or the
rivers ceafe to bring down thefe impediments.
For fince time is infinite ; but the
limits of thefe beds circumfcribed and fixed;
it k manifeil, that any fuch acceffion, how
:

fmall
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fmall foever, if it be conftant only and never difcontinued, muft in the end be fuffi-

Nor

cient for this purpofe.

is

pofiible

it

it mould ever happen otherwife in nature, but that when any thing,
which itfelf is finite, continues ftill, in the

indeed, that

courfe of infinite fucceflion,

new

to receive

any

fupply, or to fuffer any conftant dimi-

muft

end arrive at it's fulleft
pofiible increafe, or on the other hand, be
wafted and deftroyed ; even though the addition, or the lofs, mould be made by the
leaft conceivable degrees. But fince it is not
any fmall and inconfiderable portion, but,
on the contrary, a very great quantity of
matter, that is poured continually into thefe
two beds, the confequence, of which we
are fpeaking, muft be confidered, not as a
remote event, but rather as one that is likely very foon to happen.
I might almoft fay,
that it has already happened.
For the
nution,

it

in the

indeed fo nearly filled, that in
moft parts of it the water fcarcely exceeds
the depth of fifteen or twenty feet fo that
large veflels cannot pafs fecurely through it
Masotis

is

:

without a

pilot.

the Mseotis, as

was

We
all

may

alfo

add

;

that

writers have declared,

anciently a Sea, and flowed intermin-

gled with the Pont us whereas at this time,
it is known to be a fweet and ftagnant
Lake ; the waters of the Pontus being ftill
forcecl hackwards, and excluded from it, by
:

F

3

the
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36

the banks of fand
tinue

while the rivers con;
and poffefs all thefpace.
fame event muft happen likewife in

ftill

The

to enter,

the Pontus.

And indeed

this alfo has in part
though, by the largenefs
ofthe bed, there are few that have yet perceivBut a flight degree of attention will
ed it.
even now clearly mew the truth of this opi-

already happened

:

For the Ifter, which flows from Europe, and difcharges itfelf into the Pontus
by many mouths, has already, with the fand
and other matter which it brings down with
called by the
it, formed a bank which is
ieamen Stethe, of almoft a thoufand ftadia in
it's length, and at the diftance of one day's
againft which the veflels
courfe from land
nion.

;

that pafs through the Pontus, as they are

unwarily in
it muft be
that
this
Bank,
inftead
afcribed,
of being
fettled near the more, is pufhed forward to
failing in mid-fea, often ftrike

The

the night.

fo great

which
fo

a diftance

follows.

much
and

from

As long

which

it,

is

plainly this

as the rivers retain

of their impetuofity and force, as

is fufficient

fea,

caufe to

to

to

furmount the

make

it

yield

of the
place, fo long

refiftance

it's

and every thing befides
that is brought down with them, muft ftill
be driven forwards, and not fuffered either
to ftop or to fubfide. But when the violence
and rapidity of the current are once checked
and broken by the depth and quantity of the
oplikewife, the fand,

ofPOLYBIUS,
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oppofing waters,

which

before

then

heavy earth,

the

was wafted
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in the ftream,

is

by it's own nature funk towards the bottom,
and fettled there. And from hence it happens, that thofe banks of fand, which are
formed by large and rapid rivers, are thrown
together either at a diftance from the fhore
or in fome deep water near it while thofe,
on the contrary, that are brought down by
fmall and gentle ftreams, lie clofe to the very
entrance of the mouths, from whence they
This remark may be conare difcharged.
firmed, by that which is known to happen
after the fall of ftrong and violent rains.
For at thofe times, even the fmalleft rivers,
having been once enabled to furmount the
:

of the waters

refiftance

force their

way

drive the fands before

more moderate

the fea, and

them,

diftance,

their refpedtive ftrength

With

at their entrance,

far into

regard to that

in

and

frill

to a greater or

proportion

to

force,

which we have

af-

firmed, of the fize and vaft extent of that Bank

which was

juft

now

mentioned,

as well as

of the great quantities in general both of
jftones, of wood, and of earth, which are
conveyed continually into the Pont us by
thefe rivers, there is no man furely fo weak
in judgement, as to entertain any kind of
doubt concerning the poffibility of the facts.
For we fee that torrents, even not the moft
c^nfiderable in ftrength or violence, open deep

F 4

trenches
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and force their
way even through the midft of mountains,
carrying with them every kind of matter,
earth, and ftones ; and fo covering and filling up the countries over which they pafs,
trenches for their pafTage,

that they are fcarcely

known

to be the fame,

having aiTumed a face far different from
own. It cannot therefore be thought
incredible or ftrange, that rivers of the
largeft fize, and which alfo flow continually,
mould produce the effects which we have
above described and roll together fuch vafl
quantities of matter, as muft in the end intirely fill the Pontus.
For I fpeak not of it,
as an event that is barely probable, but as
of one that cannct fail to happen of which
this circumftance may alfo ferve as a kind of
antecedent proof. As much as the waters of
the Maeotisare now fweeter than the Pontus,
ib much fweeter alfo is the latter than the
waters of our Sea.
Now from hence we
their

:

:

may

conclude,

that

when

the

time,

in

which time the Masotis was completely filled, and that which may be requifite for
filling up the Pontus, mail ftand in the fame
proportion

to each

other as the different

greatnefs of their refpective beds, the latter

likewife will then

become

a frefh

and {land-

ing Lake, as the former is now known to
be.
But this indeed will happen fo much
fooner alio in the Pontus, as the rivers

which

it

receives are

more

in

number, than
thofe
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and of larger

fize.

This then may be fufficient to fatisfy the
doubts of thofe, who are unwilling to believe,

that the Pont us

is

now

continually

receiving a large increafe of matter within

bed ; and that in the courfe of time it
muft be intirely filled, and this great Sea become a Lake and ftagnant marfh. From
thefe reflections we may alfo learn to be fecure, againft all the monftrous fictions, and
lying wonders, which ufually are reported
to us by thofe that fail upon the fea ; and
no longer be compelled through ignorance
to fwallow greedily like children every fenfelefs tale
but having now fome traces of the
truth impreffed upon our minds, may be
able to form always fome certain judgement,
it's

:

by which we may
falfehood.

W

e

now

diftinguifh

fact

from

return again to defcribe

the fituation of Byzantium, from whence

we made this digreffion.
The Strait, which joins

the Pontus with
the Propontis, contains in length a hundred
and twenty fladia, as we have already men-

The extreme

of it are, on
the one fide towards the Pontus, a place
called Hieron ; and on the other, towards
the Propontis, that Space that lies between
Byzantium and Chalcedon. Between thefe
two boundaries, there is a Promontory, called Hermseum, which advances far into the
tioned.

3

limits

fea -
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Itftandsonthefide of

lea.

European themoft

narrow part of all the Strait for the diftance
of it from the coaft of Afia does not exceed
:

It was in this place, that Darius
reported to have laid a bridge acrofs the
fea, in his expedition againft the Scythians.
five ftadia.

is

Now

coming from the Pontus,
on in the fame uniform and unbroken courfe, becaufe the coaft on either
fide is fmooth and equal.
But as it apthe water,

at firft flows

proaches

Hermseum, being now

near

clofed,

as

part of

all

we

have

faid, in

in~

the moft narrow

the Strait, and driven with vio-

lence againft this promontory,

fuddenly ftruck back, and forced over to the opFrom thence it again
pofite fhore of Afia.
returns to the fide of Europe, and breaks
againft the Heftisean Promontories.
From
it
again,
is
once more hurried
thefe
back to Afia, to the place called Bos
where Io is fabled by the poets to have firft
touched the land, when fhe pafled this
Strait.

And

Bos,

diredls

it

laftly,
it's

it is

back again from
courfe towards Byzan-

falling

and there breaking into eddies, a
fmall part of it winds itfelf into a Pool
which is called, the Horn ; while the reft,
and greater part, flows away towards Chal-

tium

:

cedon,

however

upon the oppofite
it

fhore,

in vain attempts to reach.

which
For

of a greater
breadth, and becaufe the ftrength alfo of
as

the Strait

is

in

this part

the
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the current has already been fd often broken,
it is now no longer able to flow, and to return
in fhort and (harp angles as before ; but fall-

ing away obliquely from Chalcedon, takes
it's courfe forwards along the middle of the
Strait.

Now

from hence

it

happens, that Byzan-

tium, in point of lituation, poffefTes great
advantages, of which Chalcedon is intirely
deftitute : though, when we only take a
view of thefe two cities, they appear in this

But the truth

is,

fhat a veffel failing towards Chalcedon, can-

not gain the port without the greater!: difficulty ; while on the other hand, the current
itfelf will waft us, even whether we will or
For
not, into the harbour of Byzantium.
thus when any velTels attempt to pafs from
Chalcedon to Byzantium, as the current
will not fuffer them to crofs the Strait in a
direct and even line, they firft fteer obliquely towards Bos and Chryfopolis ; which laft
city was in former times poflefled by the
Athenians, who, by the advice of Alcibiades, firft exacted there a certain Import
from all veflels that failed into the Pontus
and from thence, committing themfelves at
once to the current of the water,they are conveyed without any pain or difficulty to Byzantium.
Nor is the navigation lefs favourable

and commodious, on the other
this city.
For whether we are

of
from

fide alfo
failing

the
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the Hellefpont towards Byzantium before a
lbuthern wind, by taking our route along

we perform

the fhore of Europe,

with

eaie

:

the voyage

or whether, on the contrary,

are carried by a northern gale

we

from Byzan-

tium towards the Hellefpont, keeping ftill
our courfe along the fame coaft of Europe,
we enter without any danger the Strait of
Propontis, between Seftus and Abydus , and
may alfo return again with fafety, in the
fame manner as before. But the people of
Chalcedon are fo far from being porTefTed of
thefe advantages, that, on the contrary, they
can never fteer their courfe along their own
proper coaft, becaufe the more is full of bays
and promontories, and the land of Cyzicus
efp'ecially runs far out into the fea.
In failing therefore from the Hellefpont towards
Chalcedon, they are forced to keep clofe
along the more of Europe, till they arrive
very near Byzantium and from thence they
firft turn away, and dired: their courfe acrofs
to gain their own harbour;
the Strait,
which is indeed no eafy talk, by reafon of
the currents which have before been mentioned.
And thus again, when they defign
:

to

fail

taking

from Chalcedon
ftill

to the Hellefpont,

their courfe along the

more of

Europe, they are at no time able to fteer
from their own port to the coaft
of Thrace: fince, befides the current that
directly over

obftrufts their pafiage, they are alfo forced
to
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to ftruggle againft thofe winds, which alike'
are contrary to the courfe that they would

wifh to take. For either they are driven by
the South too far towards the Pontus ; or,
on the other hand, are turned from the direction of their route by the northern wind,,
which blows againft them from that fea.
Nor is it poffible to fail from Chalcedon to
Byzantium, or to return back again from
the coaft of Thrace, without being met by
the one or other of thefe winds. Such then,
as we have now remarked, are the advantages, which the Byzantines derive from the
fituation of their city, with refpect to the
mall next confider alfo the difadfea.
vantages, to which the fame fituation has
expofed them, on the fide towards the land.
As their country then Is every way furrounded and inclofed, even from the Pontus
to the /Egean Sea, by the barbarous tribes
of Thrace, they are from thence involved in

We

a very difficult as well as conftant war.
is it

poffible,

raife,

by any force which they can

that they

intirely

from

Nor

mould

ever free themfelves

thefe enemies.

For when they

have conquered one, three other States,
more powerful than the firft, ftand ready to
And even though
invade their country.
they mould fubmit to enter into treaties, and
pay heavy tributes, they ftili are left in the
fame condition as before. For the conceffions, that gre made to any fingle power,
never
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never fail to raife againft them many enemies in the room of one. Thus are they
worn and wafted by a war, from which they
can never get free and which, on the other
hand, they are fcarcely able to fuftain. For
what danger is fo clofe and preffing, as a
faithlefs neighbour ? or what war more terrible, than that which is practifed by barbarians ? From hence it happens, that this
people, befides that they are doomed to
:

ftruggle againft thofe calamities

which

are

the ufual confequence of war, are alfo expofed continually to that kind of torment,
which Tantalus, among the Poets, is feigned
to fuffer.
For when they have employed
great pains to cultivate their lands,

which

are by nature alfo very fertile, and the rich

ready to repay their labours ; on
a fudden thefe barbarians, pouring down
upon the country, deftroy one part and
and only leave to the
carry away the reft
Byzantines, after all their coft and toil, the
fruits ftand

:

pain of beholding their beft harvefts waft*
ed y while their beauty alfo adds an aggravation to the grief, and renders the fenfe of
their calamity more ftiarp and unfupportable.

The

Byzantines however, amidft all the
of thefe wars, the very continuance of which had rendered them perhaps
in fome degree more eafy to be born, never
changed their conduct with refpecl to the
diftreffes

States
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But afterwards, when

the Gauls, that were led by Comontorius,
arrived alfo in their country, and began to
turn their arms againft them, they were

then reduced at once to very great extreThefe Gauls were a part of that
mities.
numerous army, which had left their native
But
feats under the command of Brennus.
having happily efcaped the general flaughter
that was made of their companions in the
neighbourhood of Delphi, and arriving near
the Hellefpont, they were fo much charmed
with the beauty of the country that lay
round Byzantium, that they refolved to
fettle there, and not pafs over into Afia.
And having in a fliort time fubdued the
neighbouring inhabitants of Thrace, and
fixed their feat of government at Tyle,
they feemed to threaten Byzantium with the
The Byzantines therefore,
laft deftrudtion.
in the firft incurfions that were made by
Comontorius upon their country, paid fometimes three and five thoufand, and fometfmes even ten thoufand pieces of gold, to

from being plundered. And
afterwards, they fubmitted to pay a yearly
tribute of fourfcore talents ; which was continued to the time of Cavarus, who was
the laft of all their kings.
For the Gauls
were then conquered by the Thracians in
their turn, and the whole race extirpated.
During
fave their lands
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to fupport the burthen of thefe heavy
butes, implored

of Greece.
thefe

affillance

And when

intirely
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the Byzantines, unable

flighted

from the

tri-

States-

the greater part of
their

follicitations,

they were forced at lad, through meer neceiiity,

to exact a certain

velfels that failed into the

Impoft from all
But the

Pontus.

merchants, beginning foon to feel the lofs
and inconvenience that arofe to them from
this proceeding, exclaimed aloud againft the
injuftice of it, and all joined to blame the
Rhodians for permitting it for thefe were
at that time the moft powerful people upon
From hence arofe the War, which
the fea.
we are now going to defcribe. For the
Rhodians, being excited partly by their own
:

particular

which

lofs,

and partly by the wrong
were forced alfo to

their neighbours

having fecured to themfelves the
affillance of their allies, fent embaffadors to
Byzantium, and demanded that this Impoft
But the Byzantines
Ihould be abolifhed.
but on the
paid no regard to the demand
contrary, adhered to the opinion of Hecatondorus and Olympiodorus, who were then
the firft in the adminiftration of the city ;
and who maintained, in a publick conference with the cmbafiadors, that what
they had done was juft-and reafonable. The
embafladors were forced therefore to return,
without
fuftain,

:
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Without having obtained the end of their
commiffion and the Rhodians immediately
:

war againft the Byzantines. They
fome deputies alfo to king Prufias,

declared
fent

whom

they

knew

by an old
people of Byzan-

to be inflamed

refentment againft the

tium ; and preffed him to join his forces
with them' in the war. The Byzantines
made on their part all the neceffary preparations and fent to demand affiftance alfo
from Attalirs and Achaeus. The firft of thefe
was heartily diipofed to fupport their interefts
but becaufe he was now confined
:

:

within

the limits of his

own

hereditary

kingdom by the victories of Achaeus,
his power was fmall and inconfiderable.
But Achaeus, who was at this time maftef
of the countries that were on this fide of
mount Taurus, and who lately had affumed
the Regal title, promifed to affift them
with all his forces and by this alfurance,
ftruck no fmall terror into Prufias and the
Rhodians, while on the other hand he
raifed the courage of the Byzantines, and
filled them- with the faireft expectations of
;

fuccefs.

This Prince Achaeus was nearly

allied in

blood to Antiochus, who at this time reignand had gained for hirrifelf the
ed in Syria
:

thole countries that

were

mentioned, in the following

flfjfes

fovereignty of
juft

ner.

now

all

.
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Seleucus, the father of Antiochus,

was dead, and the kingdom had devolved
upon the eldeft of his fons, who was alfo
called Seleucus, Achaeus being allied, as

we

Royal Houfe, attended the
in
King
the
expedition which he
young
made into the provinces on this fide of
mount Taurus, about two years before the
times of which we are fpeaking. For fcarcely was he feated upon the throne, when he
received the news, that Attalus had poflefTed
himfelf by force of all this country.
He
refolved therefore to attempt without delay
But
to recover again his paternal rights.
when he had palfed the mountains with a
numerous army, he was there treacheroufly
killed by Nicanor, and a certain Gaul whofe
have

faid,

name was

to the

Apaturius.

Achasus, having, as

his duty then required, revenged this

mur-

ther by the death of both the traitors, and

taken upon himfelf the command of all the
with the intire adminiitration of the
war, difplayed fo much true greatnefs, as
well as wifdom in his conduct, that, though
all circumftances highly favoured him, and
the troops themfelves confpired together
with the times, to place the diadem upon
his head, he perfifted to refufe that honour
and referved the country for Antiochus, the
youngeft of the children of Seleucus for
uiiole fake alfo, he mil went on to extend
his conquefts, and to regain the places that
forces,

;

:

were
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But when the fuccefs bee;an at
laft to exceed even his greatest hopes ; when
he had not only fubdued the country by his
arms, but fhut up Attalus himfelf in Pergamus ; being then no longer able to maintain
his fteadinefs, upon the height to which he
was thus raifed by fortune, he fell afide at
once from virtue, and having ufurped the
diadem and royal name, from that time
was regarded as the greateft and moft formidable Prince, of all that were on this
fide of mount Taurus.
Upon his affiftance
therefore the Byzantines with good reafon
built their ftrongeft hopes ; and entered with
confidence into the war, againft Prufias and
the Rhodians.
With regard to Prufias, he had long before this time accufed the people of Byzantium, of having treated him with contempt
and fcorn. For when they had decreed
fome Statues in his honour, inftead of taking
care to erect them with all the ufual rites of
confecration, they on the contrary made afterwards a jeft of their own Decree, and
fuffered it to lie neglected and forgotten.
He was alfo much diffatisfied with the pains
which they had employed, to procure a
peace between Attalus and Achseus ; which
muft have proved in all points hurtful to his
Another caufe of his refentment
interefts.
was, that the Byzantines had deputed fome
perfons from their city, to join with At-

were

loft.

.

G

2

talus

ioo
talus
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in the celebration of the Games that

were facred
to

to

Minerva

Him, when he held

the Soteria.

;

but had fent none
the folemn feaft of

Incenfed therefore by a paf-

which had long been working in his
mind, he feized with joy the occaiion that
was offered ; and refolved in concert with
fion

the embafladors, that while the Rhodians
preffed the Byzantines upon the fea, himfelf would carry on the war by land againft
them. Such were the caufes, and fuch the
commencement of the war between the
Rhodians and Byzantines.
The Byzantines, encouraged, as we have
faid, by the hope of that affiftance which
they expe&ed from Achaeus, at firft per-

and
They fent to invite Tibites back
fpirit.
from Macedon ; imagining, that through
his means, they fhould be able to excite
fome diforders in Bithynia, and involve Pruand alarms, as
fias in the fame dangers
thofe with which they were threatened by
For this Prince, having begun the
him.
war with all that vigour which his refentment had infpired, and had already taken
Ilieron, which flood at the very entrance of
the Strait, and which the Byzantines, on
account of it's happy fituation, had purchafed not long before at a great expence ;
that from hence they might be able to proled the merchants that traded into the

formed

their part

with great

alacrity

Pontus,
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and to fecure the importation of
their flaves, together with the other trafHe made himfelf
fick alfo of that Sea.
mafter alfo of that part of Myfia, on the
fide of Aria, which for a courfe of many
years had belonged to the Byzantines.
At
the fame time the Rhodians, having equipped fix vefiels of their own, and received
four more from their allies, fleered their
Pontus,

courfe towaFds the Hellefpont.

they had ftationed nine of
tus, to intercept the

tempt

veffels

to pafs into the Pontus,

who commanded
in the tenth,

all

the

And when

the, fhips

fleet,

near Sef-

mould

that

at-

Xenophantus,
failed

forward

and approached near Byzantium

with defign to try whether the Byzantines
might be inclined by the fight of danger to defift from their firft defign.
But
perceiving that his expectations were in no
way anfwered, he returned and joined the
other mips, and with the whole fleet failed
back again to Rhodes. In the mean while
the Byzantines prefled Aehseus to join

them

fent feme perfons into
away Tibites y who was
the Uncle of king Prufias, and was judged,

with

his forces

Macedon,

:

and

to bring

-

on that account, to hold as fair a claim as the
king himfelf to the fovereignty of Bithynia.
But when the Rhodians remarked the
fifmnefe, with which the Byzantines hail
refolved to carry on the war> they had recourfe to a very wife expedient, by which

G

3

they.
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they

at lift

They law

accomplished

all

their purpofe.

that this great confidence,

which

the Byzantines had arTumed, was founded
only on the fuccours which they expected
from Achaeus. They knew likewife, that
Andromachus, the father of this Prince,

fome time been detained a

pri-

foner at Alexandria, and that Achaeus

was

had

for

They formvery anxious for his fafety.
ed therefore the defign of fending an
embafiy to Ptolemy, to defire* that Andromachus might be releafed. They had
indeed before this time (lightly urged the
fame requeft. But now they preffed it
with the greater! earneflnefs ; imagining,
that when Achseus mould be indebted to
them for a fervice fo confiderable, he muft
be forced in gratitude to confent to every
thing that they fhould afterwards demand.
When the embafTadors arrived, they found

was willing frill to detain Andromachus, from whom he expected to
draw great advantage, in the conjunctures
that were likely to arife.
For fome dilputes
were now fubfifting between Antiochus and
himfelf.
The power of Achaeus likewife,
who lately had declared himfelf an independent Sovereign, was fuch as could not
that Ptolemy

bring confiderable weight, in certain
matters of importance.
And this prifoner
not only was the Father of Achaeus, but the
Brother alio of Laodice, the wife of Seleu-

fail to

cus.
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cus.

was ftrongly inclined
dians in

all

their interefts,

he

and

king

as the

to gratify the

their wifhes,
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Rho-

to favour all

confented to deliver
into their hands, that they
at laft

Andromachus
might reftore him
ftored

him

They reto his Son,
accordingly without delay
and
:

having decreed alfo certain honours to Achaeus, they at once deprived the peopleof Byzantium of their ftrongeft hope.
Tibites alfo died, as he was returning back
from Macedon. This fatal accident, with
that which already happened, intirely disconcerted all the meafures, and damped the
But Prufias on
ardour of the Byzantines.
the contrary conceived new hopes j and
maintained the war againft them, upon the
coaft of Afia, with great vigour and fuccefs
while the Thracians alfo, whom he
had engaged into his fervice, preffed them fo
clofely on the fide of Europe, that they dared not even to appear without their gates.
:

Perceiving therefore, that
tions

were deftroyed and

all

their expecta-

loft,

and being

harraffed thus by their enemies on

every
they began now only to confider, by
what means they might at laft be difengaged
from the war with honour.
Happily about this time Cavarus, king of
the Gauls, came to Byzantium.
And as he
wifhed with no fmall earneftnefs, that thefe
difputcs might be accommodated, he emfide,

G

4

ployed
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ployed his pains with fuch fuccefs, that both
Prufias and the Byzantines confented to the

terms that were propofed. When the Rhowere informed of the zeal which Cavarus had fhewn to procure a peace, and that
Prufias had fubmitted to his mediation, they
were willing on their part alfo to put an
end to the war ; on condition however, that
they mould be fuffered to accomplish their
They deputed therefore Arifirft defign.
dicesas their embaffador to Byzantium ; at
the fame time fent Polemocles with three
triremes, to offer, as we exprefs it, the Spear
or the Caduceus, to the choice of the ByzanBut on their firif. arrival, the peace
tines.
was inftantly concluded ; Cothon, the fon
of Caliigicon, being at this time Hieromnrmon of Byzantium. With refpect to the
Rhodians, the terms were fimply thefe.
" The Byzantines mail exact no impoft
idians

Pont us.
theRhodians
and
their
Upon
allies will remain in peace with the people
of Byzantium." With Prufias, the Treaty
was concluded in the words that follow.
" There fliall be perpetual peace and friendfhip between Prufias and the Byzantines.

from the

veflels

that pafs into the

this condition,

The

Byzantines fliall not commit hoftilities
of any kind againft Prufias, nor Prufias
Prufias fhall reftore
againfl the Byzantines.
Byzantines
without any ranfom, all
to the
the lands and fortreffes, the people and the
prifoners
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or fubdued.

alfo that

were

taken in the beginning of the war together
with the arms that were found in any of
the fortreffes ; and all the timber, tiles, and
marble, that were carried away from Hieron, or from the country round it."
For
Prulias, dreading the arrival of Tibites, had
removed from all the fortreffes whatever
was fit for any ufe. It was added in the
laft place ; " that Pruiias mould compel the
Bithynians to reftore all that had been taken
:

from the men who were employed to cultivate the lands, in that part of Myfia which
belonged to the Byzantines." Such was the
beginning, and fuch the end of the War of
Prufias and the Rhcdians, againft the people
of Byzantium.
After thefe tranfaclions, the Cnoflians deputed fome embaffadors to the Rhodians,
and requefted that they would fend to them
the fleet that was under the command of
Polemocles, together with three open boats.

But when

thefe veffels arrived

upon the

coaft

of Crete, the Eleuthernseans, fufpecling that
fome mifchief was defigned againft them,
becaufe one of their citizens had been killed
by Polemocles to gratify the Cnoffians, at
firft expoftulated with the Rhodians concerning this proceeding, and afterwards declared war againft them.
Not loner before
this time, the Lyttians alfo were involved

4
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And indeed
of Crete had been lately made

in the worft calamities of war.

the whole

Ifle

the fcene of very great diforders, which were
occalioned in the following manner.

The

Cnoffians and Gortynians,

joined together their forces, had

having

made them-

of all the places in the Iiland,
Lyttus alone excepted.
And when this
fingle city ftill refufed to fubmit, they re*
folved to conquer it by force, and to punifh
the inhabitants with the laft deftruclion
that thus they might ftrike a terror into the
reft of Crete.
At firft then, all the peoplefelves mailers

of the iiland were engaged in this defign,
and turned their arms againft the Lyttians.
But after fome time, jealoufies aad difcontent, having fprung, as it often happens
among the Cretans, from fmall and inconfiderable caufes, grew at laft to an open and
declared diflenfion, and broke the force of
this confederacy.

the

Cereta?,

the

For the Polyrrhenians,
Lampaeans,

the Orians,

and the Arcadians, feparated themfelves with
one confent from their alliance with the
Cnoffians, and refolved to lupport the Lyttians.
Among the Gortynians alfo, while
the oldeft men adhered ftill firmly to the
Cnoffians, the young men, on the other
hand, contended with equal warmth, in favour of the Lyttians.
The Cnoffians, bein
greatly alarmed by this fudden revolt of
all

their

chief

allies,

called in to their affifta&fce

ofPGLYBIUS.

Chap. V.

liftance a thoufand,

iEtolia.

As foon

men among
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as thefe arrived, the oldeft

having flrfi:
gained poffeffion of the citadel, and received
into it the Cnoffians and iEtolians, killed or
drove out all the young men, and delivered
their city to the Cnoffians.
And not long
afterwards, when the Lyttians had led out
all their forces, to make incurfions upon the
territories of their enemies, the Cnoffians,
having received notice of their abfence,
marched in hafce, and poffeffed themfelves
of Lyttus, when it was deftitute of all defence.
And having fent the women and the
children away to Cnoffus, they fet fire to
the city, pillaged, and razed it to the ground.
The Lyttians, returning from their expedition, and perceiving what had happened,
were fo ftruck with confirmation and defpair, thatjiol one among them had the courage to fet his foot within the city.
But
when they had all marched round it, deploring with loud groans and lamentations the
ruin of their country, and their own unhappy fate, they again turned back, and retired for refuge to the Lampaeans.
They
were received by thefe with all the marks of
friendfhip and affection
and being thus, in
one day's time, from citizens become Grangers, without laws or city, they continued
afterwards to carry on the war againfl: the
Cnoffians, in conjunction with the reft of
the
the Gortynians,

:
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Thus, in a manner mod aftoand ftrange, Lyttus, a colony from
Lacedasmon, the moft ancient city of the
illand, and whofe people, defcended from
the Spartan race, were confeffed to be the
braveft of all that were produced in Crete,
was at once funk and loft in irrecoverable
the

allies.

niffiing

ruin.

The
the

reft

Polyrrhenians, the Lampasans, and

of the

the^Etolians,

received their

allies,

having con fide red that

from whom the Cnoffians had
mercenary forces, were at this

time engaged in war againft the Achasans
and king Philip, fent fome deputies to thefe,
to defire that they would enter into an alliance with them, and fend fome troops to
their affiftance.
To this requeft both Philip and the Achseans readily confented
and
having received them into the general con:

federacy, they fent foon afterwards to their
affiftance,

four hundred Illyrians under the

command
and

a

nians,

now

of Plator, two hundred Achaeans,
hundred Phocasans. The Polyrrhehaving obtained thefe fuccours, were

able to maintain the

war with

fo great

vigour, that they foon forced the Eleuther-

and the Apteraeans,
behind their walls ; and at laft
compelled them to join their party, and deAfter this
fer t the alliance of the Cnoffians.
fuccefs, they fent in return to Philip and the
Adix:\m, five hundred Cretans; as the
Cnof-

naeans, the Cydoniatae,

to keep clofe
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Cnoffians alfo, not long before, had fent a
thoufand of their troops to the iBtolians ;
to

affift

them

feverally in the

war

in

which

The young men likethey were engaged.
wife, that had been driven from Gortyna,
having gained poffeffion of the port of Phsftia,
and afterwards of their own harbour alfo, maintained their ports with the
greateft intrepidity ; and from thence caron the war without remiffion again!!:
the old Gortynians that were mailers of the
Such was the condition of affairs in
city.

ried

Crete.

About
war

that

this

time

alfo,

Mithridates began

againft the Sinopeans,

indeed the fource and

firft

which was

occafion of

all

thofe great calamities that afterwards befel
this people.

Upon

this occafion

they fent

an embafly to Rhodes, to follicit fome affiftance.
The Rhodians, having made
choice of three among their own citizens,
delivered to them a hundred and forty thoufand Drachms ; that from thence the Sinopeans might be furnifhed with the ftores
that were necelfary for the war. From this
fum they were fupplied with ten thoufand
cafks of wine ; three hundred pounds of
twifted hair, and one hundred pounds of
firings, all prepared for ufe ; a thoufand fuits
of armour ; three thoufand pieces of coined
gold ; and four catapults, with fome engineers,

no
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The embafiadors, having received
neers.
returned again in hafte to SiFor the Sinopeans were now fill-

thefe ftores,

nope.

ed with the greateft apprehensions ; and
were perfuaded that Mithridates would
at once invert: them both by land and fea.
They haftened therefore to make fuch a difpofition of their forces, as might fecure the
city on both fides againft the danger of a
fiege.

Sinope is fituated in a Peninfula, which
extends into the fea, upon the right fide of
the Pontus, as we fail towards the Phafis.
It ftands upon the Ifthmus of the Peninfula
and covers the whole extremity of the land,
in the part which is connected with the continent of Afia, and which contains about two
ftadia only in it's breadth.
The Peninfula
itfelf, as it falls down tov/ards the coart, is
all flat and open
but the borders of it, that
are neareft to the fea, are rough, unequal,
The Sinopeans
and very difficult of accefs.
therefore, being apprehenfive that Mithridates would invert them on the fide of Afia,
:

and at the farne time land fome forces from
the fea upon the oppofite fide, and poffefs
® himfeif of the open plain, together with
all the ports that might command the city,
began to

fortify

the circuit of the coaft

;

driving fharp flakes into the ground, and
throwing up intrenchments, in every part
in
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which the enemy could attempt to land;
and diftributing their machines and troops

in

And inall the advantageous pofts.
deed, as this Peninfula is of very moderate

into

extent, a fmall

body of forces

may

at

all

times be fufficient for it's defence. But wc
fhall here leave the Sinopeans ; and return
again to the Social

War.

CHAP.

VI.

Y^HILIP,

beginning his march from
Macedon with all the forces, advanced
jL
towards Theffaly and Epirus, with defign
to enter that

way

into iEtolia.

At

the fame

time Alexander and Dorimachus, having
conceived fome hopes of being able to take
.Sigira by furprize, drew together a body of
twelve hundred iEtolians to Oenanthia, a
city of iEtolia, which flood oppofite to the
before mentioned city and having prepared
fome veffels for their tranfport, they waited
for the proper time to pafs the Gulph, and
:

carry their purpofe into execution.
certain foldier,

who had deferted

For a

the fervice

of the /Etolians, and for fome time pan: rehaving remarked that the

fided in iEgira,

guards,

who were pofted

at the gate

which

opened on the fide of -/Egium, were often
drunk with wine, and remifs in all their
duty, had frequently importuned Dorimachus, whom he knew to be fingularly formed
for

H2
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for conducting

advantage of

all

fuch enterprizes,

to tak£

and

to enter

this negligence,

by furprize into the

iEgira

city.

is

fituated

near the Gulph of Corinth, between Sycion and iEgium, upon
hills that are rough and difficult of accefs.
It looks toward Parn aflus, and the country
that is extended round that mountain, on
the oppofite fide of the Gulph ; and is diftant from the fea, about feven ftadia. When
the proper time was come, Dorimachus,
in Peloponnefus,

having embarked his forces, failed away by
night, and caft anchor in the river that ran
near the city
and from thence, accompanied by Alexander, and by Archidamus the
:

fon of Pantaleon, he directed his

march toleads from

wards iEgira, by the way that
iEgium.
At the fame time the deferter alfo, who had formed the project,
took with him twenty of the braveft foldiers; and having, by fome private roads
with which he was acquainted, gained the
fummit of the hills before the reft, he entered the city through an Aqueduct, and
finding
killed

all

the guards buried

them even

in

faft

in fleep,

their beds, broke

bars of xhe gates with hatchets, and fet

open

to the

enemy.

The

the

them

iEtolians entered

in crouds together, exulting in their fuccefs

and began

to act, as if the victory

ready been their own.

But

had

this rafh

;

al-

con-

fidence proved afterwards the very caufe of
fafety
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fafety to the people of JEgiva,
ftrucT;ion to

themfelves

;
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and of de-

who were fully

per-

fuaded, that in order to be matters of a city,
was fuflicient to be within the gates. Un-

it

when

they had kept together
in a body for fome little time in the publick
place, as the day began now to appear, they

der this

belief,

were no longer able to
tite,

reftrain

their appe-

but fpuead themfelves through

all

the

and forced their
to
way into the houfes,
fack and pillage
them.
Thofe therefore of the citizens,
who faw the enemy in their houfes, before they had any notice of their approach, were ftruck with confirmation,
and fied in hafte out of the city, not doubting but that the iEtolians were already
matters of the place. But the reft, to whom
the danger had not reached, being alarmed
in time by the diftant noife, ran together
for their defence, and all took their way
towards the Citadel.
And as their numbers
grew continually, fo their courage alfo and
their confidence increafed
while on the
other hand the body of the /Btolians, from
which many, as we have faid, had fallen
away, and difperfed themfelves on every fide
in fearch of plunder, became more and
more difordered and diminifhed. When
Dorimachus therefore perceived the danger
to which he was now expofed, having again
collected all the troops together, he led them
Vox, II.
on
city in fearch of plunder,

:

H
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on towards the Citadel ; in the hope, that
by one bold and vigorous effort he mould
ftrike the enemy with terror, and force them
inftantly to retreat.
But the iEgirates,
having encouraged each other by mutual
exhortations, fuftained the charge with the
greateft bravery.

And

as the citadel

was

by any wall, man with man,
engaged in clofe -and ftngle
one
was
every
The conteft therefore was for fome
fight.
time fuch as might be expected from the
condition of the combatants. For as the one
were ftruggling in the laft defence of their
children and their country, fo the others
had no way to efcape with fafety, but by
At laft however, the iEtolians
victory.
were conftrained to fly and the iEgirates,

not

fortified

:

taking care to feize the very

moment

in

which they firft began to yield, preffed upon
them with fuch force and fury, that the
greater part were thrown down in heaps together at the gate, and were trodden under
foot, in thehafte and condensation of their

Alexander was killed in the action,
and Archidamus ftirled among the crouds,
that preffed to gain their palfage through the

flight.

gate.

^The

reft

or were hurried

either

fell in

down

the precipices, and

that diibrder,

A fmall number only
gained their mips, and were laved in a manner the moft dishonourable ; having thrown
away their arms, and carrying nothing back
there loft their lives.

'

but
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Thus the
but difappointment and defpair.
by their courage and in-

citizens of iEgira,

trepid firmnefs, recovered again their coun-

which, through their negligence, they

try,

had almoft loft.
About the fame time Euripidas, who had
been fent by the ^Etolians to command the
forces of the E leans, made incurfions upon
the lands of Dyme", Fharse, and Tritsea;
and having gained a very great booty, was
preparing to return back again to Ells
when Micus a Dymaean, who was alfo the
Lieutenant of the Achsean Praetor, drew together

the troops of

with defign

provinces,

thole

all

enemy, and harals
them in their retreat. Bat as he advanced
without fuflicient caution, he fell into an
ambufcade, in which forty of his men were
killed, and two hundred taken prifoners.
to purine the

Euripidas, elate with this fuccefs, again led

out his forces within fome days afterwards,
and made himfelf rriafter of a fort called
Tichos ; which was fituated near the pro-

montory Araxus
and,

in the

times by Hercules
del

;

Dymasan

was

as^ fables relate,

who

and place of arms,

built

ufed

it

territory

;

in ancient
as his cita-

in his wars awirffl

the Eleans.

The Dymarans,
tasans,

the Pharaeans, and Tri-

having fufferei

fo conliderable a

de-

feat,

and dreading likewife, that they

now

be expend to greater danger, fince

this

H

fort

2

fiiould

»
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had fallen into the poffeffion of the
enemy, at firft fent couriers, to inform the
Achaean Praetor of what had happened, and
to requeft fome fuccours
and afterwards
deputed
they
to him fome embalfadors, to
urge the fame demand.
But Aratus not
only was unable to procure at this time any
foreign troops, becaufe the Achaean s had

fort

neglected

difcharge

to

were owing

the

ftipends

that

from the
time of the war againft Cleomenes, but was
in general wholly unlkilled to form the
meafures that were neceffary in fuch conjunctures, and in a word betrayed the greater!: want of courage and activity, in all things
that

related

to

their mercenaries

to the affairs of war.

Frcm

it happened, that Lycurgus poiTefTed
himfelf of Athenaeum in the Megalopolitan

hence

territory
fuccefs,

and Euripidas, befides his late
took alfo Gorgon, a fortrefs fituated
:

in the diftrict

of TelphuiTa.

When

the Dymaeans therefore, the Phaand Tritaeans, perceived that no affiftance was to be expected from the Praetor,
they refolved, that they would withdraw
their fliare from the common contributions
that were raifed among the Achaean States,
and maintain at their own expence three
hundred Foot and fifty Horfe, to cover their
lands from the incuriions of the enemy,
But though this meafure was perhaps both
wife and proper, with reipect to their own
raeans,

par-

ofPOLYBIUS. n 7
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particular fafety and advantage,

it is

certain,

more pernicious to the
of the Republick.
For by

that nothing could be

common

interefts

conduct, they gave not only the example, but furnifhed alfo a ready method
this

and pretence, to all that fhould at any
time be inclined to break the general confederacy, and diffolve the union
of the
Yet it cannot be denied, that in
States.
juftice the blame muft chiefly be imputed to
Aratus ; whofe delays and negligence ftill
fruftrated the hopes of thofe who depended
on him for affiftance. For though all men,
in the time of danger, moft willingly adhere to their allies, as long as any fuccours
are to be expected from them ; yet on the
other hand, when they find that they are
deferted

by thofe very

friends

upon

whom

they had fixed their hopes, they are then
forced to have recourfe to themfelves alone
for fafety,

are

and

within

to

employ fuch remedies

as

The Trita^ans
may with good reafon

power.

their

therefore and the reft

fome forces at
their own expence, when none could be
obtained from the Achasans.
But on the

be excufed, for having

raifed

other hand, they are greatly to be blamed,
that they refufed any longer to contribute
their proper mare,

towards defraying the
common w ants of the Republick. It was
juft indeed and neceffary, that they mould
pay a due regard to their own immediate
r

II 3

'

fafety.

1

1

S
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fifety.

Bat

it

was

that they fhould

alfo

no

discharge,

lefs

reafonable,

as

the occa-

fion then required, their duty to the States.

And this was

rather to be expected

from them

not only becaufe, by the laws of the confederacy, they were fure of being again repaid whatever they lhould advance for the
common fervice, but becaufe they had alfo

and greateft part, in eftablifh r
jng this form of government in Achaia.
Such was the ftate of affairs in Pelopon-

born the

firft

pefus.

In the mean while Philip, having advanced through Theffaly into Epirus, and
being joined there, by all the forces of the
Epirots, together with three hundred {lingers from Achaia, and the fame number of
Cretans alfo that were fent to him by the
Polyrrlienians, continued his march through
the province, and arrived upon the confines
of the Arnbracian territory.
If at this time
he rnd paffed forwards without delay, and
fallen fuddenly with fo great an army upon
the inmoft parts of iEtolia, he might at once
have put an end to the war. But having
refolved, at the requeit of the Epirots, to
lay (lege firft to Ambracus, he by that
means gave full leifure to the iEtolians, to
draw together their forces, and to form the
meal u res that were neceffary for their defence.
their

For the Epirots, regarding rather

cwn

particular

advantage

than the

common
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and being

into their hands,

with the grcateft
would
endeavour to reeafnefttiefs, that he
Their intention was, to
duce that place.
recover Ambracia from the iEtoiians.
But
this conqueft could never be obtained, but
by firft gaining Ambracus, and making their
attacks from thence againft the city.
For
the place called Ambracus was a fortrefs of
considerable ftrength,.fituated in the middle
of a marfn, and iecured by a wall and outworks. It was only to be approached by
one narrow caufeway ; and commanded intirely both by the city of Ambracia, and all

had

preffed

the

adjoining

the

king

country.

Philip

therefore

yielded to their requefr, and having fixed
his

camp

near Ambracus, began to

make

the neceflary preparations for the liege.

But while he was employed in this defign,
Scopas,
having drawn together all the
iEtolian forces, dire&ed his rouCe through
ThefTaly, and made incurfions into MaceAnd when he had ravaged all the
don.
open country in the diftrict of Pieria, and
had gained a very great booty, he continued
his march from thence to Dium: and finding the place deferted by the inhabitants, he
threw down the walls and all the houfes,
and razed the Gymnafium to the ground.

He

let fire alfo

to the

round the Temple

H

;

4

porticoes

that flood

deftroyed

the (acred
offerings
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were defigned either

offerings that

ments of the

who came

as

orna-

place, or for the ufe of thofe

to celebrate the publick feftivals

;

and broke all the images of the kings. AncJ
having thus, in the very beginning of the war,
declared himfelf the enemy of the Gods as
well as men, he then turned back again to
and inftead of being looked
his country
upon with horror on account of thefe impieties, was on the contrary received by the
iEtolians with honours and applaufe, and
regarded as a man, who by his brave and
vigorous conduCt was able to perform the
greateft fervices to the Republick.
For
himfelf, by his difcourfes, had fo highly
raifed the confidence of all the people, that

were filled with new and eager
hopes ; and began to be allured, that, after
thefe exploits, no enemy would
dare fo
much as to approach the iErolians ; and
that themfelves might on the contrary herewithout refiftance, not Peloafter pillage
only,
as they had done in forponnefus
mer times, but even ThefTaly and Macethey

don.

When

was informed of all the
had been committed in his
kingdom, he perceived that he was juftly
pimimed, for having yielded to the folly
and ambitious fpirit of the Epirots. He
continued however ftiil to prefs the fiege of
Eut when he had raifed caufeAaibracus.
ways

outrages

-

Philip

that
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and completed all the
neceflary works, the forces that were in the
place were ftruck with terror, and furThe king
rendered to him after forty days.
difmiffed the garrifon, which confifted of
five hundred iBtolians, upon terms of fafety
and gratified the Epirots in their wifhes, by

ways

in the marfh,

the fortrefs in their hands.
He
then decamped, and continued his march
in hafte along Charadra, with defign to pals
the Ambracian Gulph, in that part which
was the narroweft, and which lay near the
Temple of the Acarnanians called A&ium.
leaving

For
of

.

this

Gulph, which flows from the fea

than five ftadia in it's
entrance between AcarBut advancing farther
nania and Epirus.
within the land, it fpreads afterwards to the
breadth of a hundred ftadia, and extends
in length to about three hundred from the
fea. It divides Epirus from Acarnania j leaving the firft on the fide, towards the North,
and the latter, on the South. Philip then
Sicily,

breadth, at

is

lefs

it's firft

pafled the Gulph, in the place

which we

have mentioned, and continued his route
through Acarnania. And having increafed
his army with two thoufand Acarnanian
Foot, and two hundred Horfe, he came and
incamped before Phoetias, a city of ^Etolia,
and prefled the fiege with fo great force
and vigour, that after two days the garrifon, being ftruck with terror, furrendered

upon

'
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difmirTed "with

On

the following night, five hundred iEtolians, ignorant of what had hapfafety.

began their march towards the
place.
But Philip, having received timely
notice of their approach, ported fome troops
in ambufcade, and killed the greater part as
they advanced. The reft were taken prifonpened,

ers

;

a very fmall

laved

number only excepted, who

themfelves by

ftributed

among

He

flight.

the troops

art

then diallowance of

corn for thirty days, from the ftores that
had been found in Phoetiae and continuing
his march afterwards towards Stratus, he
incamped upon the river Achelous, at the
diftance of ten ftadia from the city ; and
from thence fending out detachments from
his army, wafted the whole country at his*
leifure, and found no refiftance.
The Achasans, who were at this time
fcarcely able to fupport the burthen of the
war, no fooner were informed that Philip
was fo near, than they deputed to him fome
cmbafTadors, to reqweft, that he would ad:

•

(

vance immediately to their

affiftance.

The

when they had joined the king
neighbourhood of Stratus, difcharged
their commiflion to him, agreeably to their
inftrudtions
and having reprefented alfo to
him, how vaft a booty might be gained, if he
embaffadors,

in the

:

would now invade Elea, they prelfed him
tranfnort his forces over to Rhium, and

to
to

fall

ofPOLYBIUS.
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luddenly from thence upon that province.
The king, when they had ended, gave
orders that they fhould not yet depart, and
fall

he would deliberate with his
which they had probut at the fame time he decamped,
pofed
and began his march towards Metropolis
and Conope. The inhabitants of Metropolis all left their houfes upon his approach,
and retired into the citadel. Philip therefore, having firft fet fire to the city, advanced forwards to Conope. But when he
approached the river that ran near the town,
and which was diftant from it about twenty
ftadia, a body of iEtolian Cavalry appeared
faid,

that

friends concerning that
:

ready to difpute his paffage; being perfuaded, that they fhould either intirely
flop the Macedonians from advancing, or
that the attempt would be attended with
confiderable lofs.
But Philip, perceiving
their defign, gave orders that the Peltaftae
fhould firft pafs the river in feparate diyiiions, clofing all their ranks,

that figure which

is

and forming

called the

Tortoife.

When

this was done, and the firft cohort
had now gained the oppofite fide, the Ca-

valry advanced againft

combat.

But

as

the

them and began the
Macedonians

ftill

ftood firm, covering themfelves with their
fhields in every part

and third
alfo in

divifions,

;

and when the fecond

having 'paffed the river
came forwards

the fame clofe order,

to
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the ./Etolians, perceiving that they fatigued themfelves in vain,

to fupport the

firft

j

retreated back again towards the city

and
haughty troops were
forced to remain quiet behind their walls.
The King then pafTed the river with the
reft of the forces
and having wafted all
the country without refiftance, he arrived
near Ithoria, a fortrefs that was ftrongly
fortified both by art and nature, and which

from that time

:

thefe

:

commanded the road along which the Macedonians were obliged to pafs.
The iEtolians that were left to guard it, fled from their
poft, as the king approached
and Philip
being thus mafter of the place, immediately
He gave orders
razed it to the ground.
alfo to the foragers, that they mould in like
manner deftroy all the fortreffes, that were
fcattered through the country. Having then
gained the end of thefe defiles, he continued his march flowly forwards ; that the
army might have leifure to collect the
And when the troops were loaded
booty.
with fupplies of every kind in great abundance, he directed his route towards the
Achaean Oeniada?. But having in his way
incamped near Pasanium, he refolved firft
He
to make himfelf mafter of that city.
repeated therefore his attacks againft it without any mtermiffion ; and in a fhort time
took the place by ftorm. Paeanium was a
:

city,

not very con fiderable infize

;

for

it

v/as
lefs
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But
than feven ftadia in it's circuit.
with regard to the houfes, walls, and towers,
it fcarcely was inferior to any of the cities of
The King, having razed the
that country.
walls to the ground, demolifhed likewife all
the houfes, and gave orders, that the timber
and the tiles fhould be floated, with the
lefs

!

the river to Oeniadse*

greateft care, acrofs

The

iEtolians at

feffion

firft

refolved to hold pof-

of the citadel of

this laft city,

which

was ftrongly fortified with walls and other
But as the king approached, they
works.
were ftruck with terror, and retired. Philip,
having thus gained this city alfo, continued
march, and incamped before a fortrefs
in the Calydonian diftrict, called El©us
which was not only very ftrong by nature,
but was fortified alfo with a wall, and filled
with all the neceiTary flores of war, which
Attalus had fent to the ^Etolians not long
before. But the Macedonians in a flier t time
and when they
took the place by ftorm
had wafted all the Calydonian territory,
they returned back again to Oeniadae.
The
king, having then remarked, that this citywas fituated with very great advantage, as

his

:

well for other purpoies, as becaufe it afalio an eafy paffage into Pelopon-

forded

nefus, refolved to

For Oeniadae

is

indole

fituated

it

with a wall.

upon the

coaft,

near

Gulph of Corinth, in
the very extremity of thofe confines which

the entrance of the

divide
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divide the provinces of Acarnania and JEtolia.

Oppofite to

it,

on the

fide

Dyme, with

ponnefus, ftands

of Pelo-

the country

Araxus and the diftancef
between Oeniadae and this promontory is fo
fmall, that it does not exceed a hundred
Philip therefore, having carefully
ftadia.
confidered all thefe circumftances, began
firft to fortify the citadel ; and afterwards
having railed a wall round the docks and
harbour, he refolved to join thefe alfo to
the citadel
employing in the work all
tfcofe materials which he had brought with
him from Pasanium. But before he had
completed this defign, he received the news,
that the Dardanians, imagining that his intention was to advance forwards into Pelothat

lies

round

:

drawn together a numerous*
army, and were preparing to make incurfions into Macedon.
Judging it therefore
ponnefus, had

to be neceiTary, that he fhould provide with-

out delay for the fecurity of his

kingdom, he now
of the Achasans
that as

foon as

;

own

proper

back the embaffadors
having firft allured them,
he had repelled this danfent

he would lay afide every other project,
and employ all his power to affift their
State.
He then decamped, and returned
back again in hafte, along the fame way by
which he had arrived. As he was preparing to pafs the Ambracian Gulph, which
Separates Acarnania from Epirus, he was
ger,

met

Chap. VI.

ofPOLYBIUS,

127

met by Demetrius of Pharos, who had beendefeated in Illyria by the Romans, and had
efcaped in a fingle frigate, as

the former Book.
favourably

;

The

we

related in

king received

and directed him to

fail

him
on to

Corinth, and from thence to go, through
while himfelf
ThefTaly, into Macedon
pa fled the Gulph, and continued his march
But no fooner
in nafte through Epirus.
was he arrived at Pella, than the Dardanians, having received notice from fome dele rters of his near approach,
were ftruck
with terror, and difmhTed their army,
though they had then advanced very near
Philip,
to the borders of the kingdom.
being informed of their retreat, fent home
likewife all the Macedonian troops, to gather in their harveft ; and himfelf went into
ThefTaly, with defign to pafs the reft of the
:

fummer at Lariffa.
At this time it

was, that iEmilius returned with conqueft from Illyria, and en-

Rome

About the fame
time Annibal having taken Saguntum by
ftorm, fent his army into winter quarters.

tered

in

The Romans

Triumph.

when they had

received
the news that Saguntum was deftroyed, deputed fome embaffado.rs to Carthage, to demand that Annibal mould be delivered to
them ; and at the fame time chofe for Confnls Publius Cornelius and Tiberius Semalfo,

pronius, and began to

make

the neceffary
pre-

ia8 The
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We

preparations for a war.

Book

IV*

have already

given, in the preceding Book, a particular

and diftincl: account of thefe
and now mention them again,

tranfactions

:

for the fake

only of recalling to the reader's view, agree ably to the method which we promifed ftill
to obferve, the chief events that were coincident with thofe

which

are

chap.

THUS
piad

:

now

related.

vn.

then was ended the

firft

year

Olym-

of the hundred
and as this alfo was the time, in

which the

- fortieth

iEtolians

chief magiftrates,

ufually

now

they

machus for their Praetor. As
.was inverted with this dignity,

elected

their

chofe Dori-

foon as he
he aflembled

the troops in' arms, and making an incurfion
into the upper parts of Epirus, plundered and
deftroyed the country, with a more than
common rage and fury; being much lefs
iollititous to gain

any advantage to himfelf,

than to work the greateft mifchief that was
Arriving at DopoTible to the Epirots.
porticoes of the
the
dona, he fet fire to
G the votive offerings, and
levelled the wails pf the facred edifice with
Thus the iEtolians difdained
the ground.

Temple,

deftr

>y'

to be confined within the ordinary limits
purfuing ftill, in
either of peace or war
:

both conjunctures, their

own ram and

vio-
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and mewing not

even the lead
lent defigns ;
regard either to the laws of nations* or the
eftablimed rights and cuftoms of mankind.
After this exploit, Dorimachus returned back
again to iEtolia.
The winter was

now

approaching faft,
and no perfon had expedted that the Macedonians would at this time take the field*
when Philip,- advancing from Lariffa, with
three thoufand Chalcafpides* two thoufand
Peltaftae, three hundred Cretans, and four
hundred of the Royal Cavalry, paiTed from
Theflaly into Eubcea, and from thence to
Gynus, and continuing afterwards his route
through Bceotia and the Megarifian diftridt,
arrived at Corinth in the very depth of winter; having performed his march with fo
much fecrecy and diligence, that the people
of Peloponnefus were all ignorant of his approach.
He immediately (hut the gates of
Corinth, and placed guards upon the roads
and fent to invite the elder Aratus to come
He wrote letters alfo
to him from Sicyon.
to the Praetor of the Achaeans* and to the feveral cities, to appoint the place and time
in which he expedted to be joined by the
troops of the Republick. He then marched
away from Corinth, and incamped near
Diofcurium in the Phliafian territory.
About the fame time Euripidas, who
knew not that the king had entered Peloponnefus, began his march from Pfophis*
Voi,,

II.

1^

with
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with two
pirates, and fome mercenary troops, amounting in the whole to two thoufand and two
hundred men, together with two hundred
Horfe, and advanced by the way of Pheneum and Stymphalus towards Sicyon, with

cohorts of Eleans, fome bodies of

And having, on
which Philip had incamped
near Diofcurium, paffed beyond the army
of the king, he was ready juft to enter the
Sicyonian territory on the following day*
But fome Cretan foldiers, who had left their
ranks, and wandered far into the country in

deiign to wafte the country.
that very night in

fearch of forage,

fell

in

among

the Eleans

marched. Euripidas, being informed
by thefe that the enemy was near, changed
immediately the direction of his route, and,
not communicating to any perfon his knowledge of this accident, marched back again
in hafte, by the way along which he had
advanced ; in the hope, that he might be
able again to pafs beyond the Macedonians,,
and to poffefs himfelf the firft of certain
mountainous defiles, that were on the other
as they

fide

of the Stymphalian

The

diflrid:.

king,

who on his part alfo was wholly ignorant of
the arrival of thefe troops, purfued his firft
deiign, and continued his march forwards
in the morning, by the way of Stymphalus
towards Caphya?. For this was the city, in
which he had defired that the Achaeans
would meet together

in arms.

'

But when
the
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the advanced guard of the Macedonian army
was juft now ready to afcend the hill called
Apeauriis,

which was

diftant

from Stym-

phalus about ten ftadia* it happened that the
foremoft troops of the Eleans arrived alfo
upon the fame afcent. Euripidas, who,
from the intelligence which he had received
before, knew what the forces were that now
appeared in fight made hafte to avoid the impending danger, and taking with him fome
3

few horfemen only,
roads to Pfophis.
deferted

by

fled

The

through private

Eleans, being thus

were ftruck with
and for fome time flopped

their Chief,

confirmation,

march, not knowing which way they
fhould turn* or what meafures were the beft
to take.
For their officers were at firft perfuaded, that thefe were fome Achaean forces*
that had been drawn together to defend
their

the country. 'This miftake was occafioned
chiefly by the fight of the Chalcafpides,

whom

they fuppofed to be the troops of
For in the battle againft
Megalopolis.
Cleomenes that was fought near Selafia, the
Megalopolitans had all made ufe of brazen
bucklers ; having received their arms on
that occafion from Antigonus.
They retreated therefore, keeping their ranks intire,

towards the neighbouring
ftill

hills

;

inclined to think, that they

and were
were not

miftaken in their hopes.
But when the
Macedonians, as they continued to advance,
I 2
ap-
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approached more nearly to their view, they
then foon difcerned the truth, and, throwing
away their arms, begaii to run with great
precipitation. But twelve hundred of them
were taken priibners ; and the reft either
were deftroyed by the Macedonian foldiers,
or

loft

About

their

lives

among

the

precipices.

hundred only efcaped by flight.
Philip fent away the fpoils and prisoners to
Corinth
and purfued his route, as he had
The people of Peloponat firft defigned.
nefus were all ftruck with wonder, at an
event fo ft range and unexpected by them
for they now firft received the news together,
both of the arrival of the King, and alfo of
a

;

his viclory.

The Macedonians continued their route
through Arcadia and having fuffered great
fatigue and hardihip, as they paffed the
:

mountain

called

Oligyrtus,'

which was

at

time covered deep with fnow, they arrived in the night of the third day at CaThe King, when he had refted here
phyae.
during two whole days for the refrefhment of
the troops, and being joined alfo by the
younger Aratus with the Achaean forces,
fo that the whole army now confifted of ten
this

thoufand men, again marched forwards,
through the Clitorian diftridt, towards Pfophis ; carrying with him all the machines
and ladders, that were found in any of the
-

cities

through which he paffed.
Pfophis
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a city of very high antiquity in

Arcadia, being acknowledged to have been
firft built in ancient times by the Azanes.

With
it is

regard to the whole of Peloponnefus,
middle of the country.

lituated near the

But with refpect
Arcadia,

it

to

the fingle province of

upon the extreme borders

ftands

of it toward the Weft
clofely joined to

commands with
territory

on that

lide

the confines of Elea.

It

is

great advantage the whole

of the Eleans

aflbciated

and

;

and was

to their Republick.

at this

time

Philip, ar-

riving near this place in three days

march

from Caphyae, incamped upon the hills that
ftood oppofite to the city, and which afforded
a fafe and commodious view both of the place
itfelf, and of all the neighbouring country.
But when he had feen from hence the advantageous fituation and uncommon ftrength
of the city, he was for fome time in doubt,
what refolution he mould take. For Pfophis, on the fide towards the Weft, is fecured by a rapid and impetuous torrent, which
defcends from the neighbouring hills, and
in a (hort time forms for itfelf a channel very

which

large and deep,

is

not fordable in any

place, during the greateft part of the winter

On the eaftern fide flows the Erymanthus, a great and rapid river, the Subject of many well-known fables.
And this
feafon.

river likewife receives the. torrent juft

mentioned, which
I

3

falls

into

it

on the

now
fide

towards
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towards the fouth. Thus three fides of the
city are completely covered by thefe waters,
and guarded againft all accefs. On the fourth
fide, towards the North, ftands a Hill, well
fortified and inclofed with walls, and which
ferves indeed as a Citadel to the city ; being
perfectly adapted, both by nature and by
art, for fuftaining the efforts of an enemy.
The city itfelf was alfp fecured by walls of
an unufual height, completely built, and
fortified with care : and was defended by a
garrifon of Eleans.
Euripidas was alio in
the place, having faved himfelf ii\ it from
his flight.

When

had confidered all thefe circumftances, he was in part inclined to abandon the delign which he had formed, to
take the city either by ftorm or fiege.
But
on the other hand, he was no lefs earneft to
perfift in the attempt, when he had again
reflected upon the manner in which the
place was lituated.
For as much as the Arcadians and Achasans were incommoded by
this city, which prefifed clofe upon the very
confines of their country, and furniftied the
Eleans with the power to carry on the war
againft them with vigour and fecurity, fo
much on the other hand would they be advantaged by it, if it fhould now be taken :
fmce it would not only ferve to cover their
own lands from infult, but might be ufecj
glfo as a Place of arms, from whence they
Philip
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might on their part make incurfions into the
Elean territory. The king therefore, having at

laft

refolved to perfift in his defign,

gave orders that the troops fhould take their
ufual repaft, and hold themfelves in readiAnd when the
nefs, by break of day.
morning came, he pafled t
Erymaftthus,
upon the bridge that was acrofe it, without
any refiftance from the enemy, who were
furprized at the attempt, and wholly ar. cpared againft it.
He then advanced towards the city in bold and terrible array.
Euripidas and the reft were ftruck with
doubt and confternation. For they at firft
had been perfuaded, tlyat the Macedonians
would neither attack/ 4y ftorm a city of fo
confiderable ftrength, nor yet venture on the
other hand to engage in a long and regular
fiege, in fo fevere a feafon. They were therefore thrown into great perplexity, and began
to fear, that fome perfons in the city had entered into a fecret correfpondence with the
King. But when no proofs appeared to con;

firm this apprehenfion, the greater part ran
in hafte to defend the walls ; while the mercenaries alfo that belonged to

the Eleans

advanced through a gate that was above the
enemy, with defign to fall upon them by
The King, having ordered the
furprize.
ladders to be fixed againft the walls in three
different parts at once, and divided the Macedonians

alfo

three feparate bodies,

into
I

4

1
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the fignal for the attack.
The troops

56

gave
then advanced together, and began to fcale
the city on every fide.
The befieged for
fome time maintained their ground with
courage, and threw down many of the foldiers

from the

But

ladders.

as

their ftore

of darts and other weapons, provided only
for the prefent exigency, foon began to fail;
and when they alfo found, that the Macedonians were lb far from being deterred by
this refinance, that on the contrary no fooncr
was one man tumbled from the ladders, than,
the next that followed fucceeded without
any hefltation to his place ; they at laft
turned their backs, and fled for fafety to the
Citadel, while the Macedonians entered by
the walls.
At the fame time alfo the Cretan troops attacked the Elean mercenaries
with fuch vigour and fuccefs, that they
forced them loon to throw away their arms,
and to fly in great dilorder and having purfued them to the very gate from whence they
:

had made

their fally, they

ther with them.

Thus

entered it togethe city was .taken

The Pfophidians,
once in every part.
with their wives and children, fled all into
the citadel, together with Euripidas, and
at

the

reft that

cedonians,

were able
being

to efcape.

thus

The Ma-

become the

mafters of the city, pillaged

all

intire

the goods,

and took poffefTion of the houfes. But thofe
that had retired into the citadel, being deftitute
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a

refolved to prevent

worfe misfortune, by fubmitting to the King.
Having therefore difpatched a Herald, and
obtained permiffion to make a deputation to
him, they fent their chief magiftrates together

with Euripidas, by who.fe means a treaty
was concluded, in which full fafety was allowed to all, both citizens and ftrangers.

The

deputies then returned, having received

orders from the King, that they

mould

all

remain within the citadel, till the army had left the city ; left the foldiers, forgetful of their duty, mould be tempted by
the hopes of plunder to infult and pillage
them.
The King, being forced by the fnow
which about this time began to fall, to reftill

main

for

fome days

in Pfophis, arTembled

together the Achaeans, and pointed out to

them

the ftrength and

tion of the place, and

might be drawn from
the war.
tion

and

He

commodious

fitua-

the advantages that

in the progrefs of
fpoke largely alfo of the affec-

warm

it

efteem,

which he had con-

ceived for their Republick

and added, that
he would now give this city to them $ and
that in all future times he mould be ready
to employ his utmoft power to gratify their
wimes, and feize every occafion to advance
:

their interefts.
After this difcourfe, which
was received by Aratus and the Achaeans

with great acknowledgements, hedilmifled

•
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the aflembly, and began his march towards
Lafion. The Pfophidians then left the citadel,

and again took poffeffion of their houfes
and Euripidas went away to Corinth, and
from thence into iEtolia. The Achaean
Chiefs that were prefent in the place, left
the care of the citadel to Proflaus of Sicyon,
with a fufficient garrifon, and appointed Pythias of Pellene to be Governour of the
city. In this manner was ended the fiege of
Pfophis.

The

Eleans that were in garrifon at
Lafion, having been informed of all the circumftances of this conqueft, no fooner heard
that the Macedonians were advancing faft
towards them, than they immediately left
the place
and Philip, being thus become
mafter of it upon his firft approach, gave this
city alfo to the Achaeans, as a farther teftimony of his regard for their Republick.
:

He

from whence
the Eleans in like manner had retired, to
the people of Telphuffa, from whom it had
before been taken. He then decamped, and
arriving at Olympia after five days march,
reftored Stratus likewife,

offered facrifice to the Deity of the place,

and

feafted the chief officers of his army.

And when he had

allowed three days for the
refrefhment alfo of the troops, he advanced
farther into the Elean territory : and having
incamped near the place called Artemifium,
and from thence fent out detachments from
his
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his army to colled the plunder of the counafterwarwads returned again to
try, he

Diofcurium.
While the Macedonians were employed
\n ravaging the country, many of the Eleans fell into their hands, but a much greater number fled for fafejty to the neighbouring towns, and to places that were not eafy
For Elea far exceeds all the
to be forced.
other parts of Peloponnefns, both in the
number of inhabitants, and in the natural
For
riches alfo which are there produced.
there are

many among

this people,

who

are

enjoyment of a country life,
with the abundance of which
they are poffefTed, that in the courfe even
of two or three generations, they are never
known to vifit the Capital of the province.
This affedtion for the country is chiefly
nourifhed by that high regard, which by
the conftitution of their government is
fo fixed in the

and fo

fatisfied

fhewn

to thofe

juftice

is

that are fettled in

adminiftered

among them

it.

For

in every

and great pains employed, that
they may always be fupplied with all things
that are necefiary to life.
The motive that
inclined their Legiflators firft to invent fuch
laws, and to give fuch attention to their
fafety, feems partly to have been, that the
province was itfelf of very wide extent ; but
diftridt

;

principally, becaufe the inhabitants lived in

ancient times a

kind of holy

life ;

when
their

•
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their country, on account of the

Games

that -were celebrated in

Olympic
it, was re-

garded by the Greeks as facred and inviolable, and the people all enjoyed a full repofe, fecure from danger, and exempted
from the miferies of war. But afterwards

when

indeed,

the Arcadians attempted to

take Lafion from them, with the lands that
lay round Pifa, the Eleans

to have

were then forced

recourfe to arms, and to change

their former way of life.
And fince that
time, they have not even made the leaft at-

tempt, to reftore their country to thofe priviledges, of which they had been fo long
pofieffed ; but have frill. remained in the condition, into which they were thrown by that
But certainly in this refped: they
invafion.
have been far from mewing a due reV
gard to their own future interefts. For fince
Peace is that hleffing, which we all implore the

Gods

to give us

whofe fake we bear
danger

;

iince

in

a

;

fince it

is

that for

to be expofed to every

word, among

all

the

things that are efteemed good by men, there

none more generally acknowledged to dename ; it furely muft be allowed
to be a high degree of folly in the conduct
of the Eleans, to refufe an acquifition of
fuch value and importance, which they not
only might obtain from the States of Greece
upon fair and honourable terms, but might

is

ferve that

*

hold poffcffioa of

it

alfo to all future times.

Some
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Some perhaps may think, that if this

i

4r

people
they
every
muft be expofed to the attempts of
enemy, that mould be inclined to violate

mould again

return to their former

life,

and to fall by furprize upon their
But as this would rarely happen,
country.
fo the Greeks alfo would all join together
to revenge the infult.
And with regard to
any private robberies, they might at all times
be effectually fecured againft them fince,
by the help of that abundance which the
continuance of peace w ould of neceffity beflow, they might with eafe maintain fome
troops of mercenaries, to be employed as ocBut now, from havcafion fhould require.

treaties,

:

r

ing dreaded dangers that

were never

likely

to arrive, they expofe their goods to conftant
pillage,
I

could

and their country

wim

to perpetual war.

therefore, that thefe reflections

mip'ht
raife in the Eleans an attention to
o
their proper interefts ; fince they never will
find a time

more favourable than the pre-

fent, to recover again

an acknowledged con-

firmation of their rights, from all the States
of Greece.
But though thefe immunities have been

long fince loft, the people however, as we
abferved before, ftill retain fome traces of
their ancient manners, and efpecially of
their attachment to a country life.
Upon
the arrival therefore of Philip in the province, great numbers of tjiem were taken
prifoners
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prifoners by the Macedonians, and greater
There was a fortrefs
ftill efcaped by flight.
called Thalamae, into which the chief part
ofthepeople had retired, together with their
goods and cattle. The country round it
was only to be entered by certain clofe deand the place itfelf, befldes that it
of all accefs, was alfo judged
was
But the King being into be impregnable.
formed of the numbers that fled together
to this fortrefs, refolved to attempt and
hazard every thing, rather than leave his
work imperfedt. He ordered the mercenaries therefore firft to take pofleffion of the
ports that commanded the entrance of the
And having left behind him in the
paries.
camp his baggage, with the greater part of
all his army, he then marched through the
defiles, with the Pelfcaftae and the light-armed troops, and arrived in fight of the fortrefs,
without refinance. The Eleans, who were
wholly unprepared to fuftain a fiege, and
unpradfiied likewife in all the art of war,
and who at this time had among them great
numbers of the very meaneft of the people,
were ftruck with terror at his approach,
and immediately furrendered.
Among the
prif<3ners were two hundred
mercenaries,
which Amphidamus, the Prcstor of the Eleans, had drawn together from different countries, and had brought them with him to
this place.
The King, having gained a very

files

:

difficult

great
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more

flaves, and cattle that
numbered, returned again
and from thence, becaufe the
to his camp
troops were fo incumbered with their booty,
that they were wholly unfit to engage in
any new attempt, he directed his route back
to Olympia, and there incamped.

than

five

thoufand

fcarcely could be
:

CHAP.
ABOUT

this

VIIL

time Apelles, who, among

thofe that were appointed by Anti-

gone

of young Philip,
fway in all the
counfels of the King, formed the bafe defign of reducing the Achaeans to the fame
vile condition as that to which the people
of Theflaly were fubjecl. For though the
Theflalians were ftill governed, in appearance, by their own peculiar laws, and feemed on that account to be diftinguifhed from
the Macedonians, yet in reality there was
no difference between them. For both were
equally obliged to yield ftrift obedience to
the Royal orders, and to fubmit without
reluctance to all that was impofed.
This
man then, having regulated his project in
his mind, began firft to try the tempers of
the Achaeans that Were now prefent in the
army. He gavr permiffion to the Mace-

was

to be the Guardians

poffeffed of the greateft

donians, to difpolfefs

them of

their

Quarters,
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ter§,

and defraud them of

their

And

afterwards, he ordered

many

fcourged, upon

when any of

booty.

the flighteft pretexts

to
:

be
and

companions interpofed to
fave them, or (hewed any refentment of
this treatment, himfelf conducted them to
prilbn.
By thefe means he was perfuaded
that the Achaeans might infenfibly be led
to an intire and blind fubmiflion ; and think
nothing cruel or fevere, which at any time
they fhould be forced to fuffer by order of the
King. And yet he had fcen not long before,
when he was pre fen t in the army of Antitheir

gonus, that this very people expofed themfelves to every danger, and feemed ready to
encounter every hardfhip with the greateft
firmnefs, rather than

fall

into fubjeccion to

Cieomenes. But fome young Achaeans, having run together in a body, went and difclofed
Aratus,
to Aratus the whole of the defign.
wifely judging that it was neceffary to defeat
fuch

evils in their firft

commencement, ran

in

The King, when he had
heard him, ordered the young men to lay
fide their fears ; alluring them, that nothing
of this kind fhould hereafter happen : and at
the fame time he ftrictly forbad Apelles to
exact: any thing from the Achaeans, without
the knowledge and cenfent of their own Praetor. In this manner Philip, by his humane
and gentle treatment of thofe that were with
him in the camp, as well as bv his courage
haile to Philip.

like-
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likewife and adtivity in the field, not only

gained the affections of the foldiers, hut the
favour alfo and efteem of all the people of
And indeed we can fcarcely
Peloponnefus.
find a Prince, more admirably formed by
nature* with

all

thofe talents that are re-

quisite for enlarging conquefts,

and

fuftain-

ing the weight of empire.
For he was poffeffed of a ready and clear difcernment ; a
happy memory ; a gracefulnefs, that was

with fuch a dignity of afpedt, as declared the monarch, and
infpired refpede and awe. His activity alfo in
the field was never wearied, and his courage
peculiar to

all

his actions

)

never daunted.
By what means afterwards
thefe noble qualities were all deftroyed, and
from whence it happened, that this Prince,
from a mild and gentle Monarch* became at
laft a mercilefs and brutal Tyrant, cannot be
explained in few words only.
fhall take
fome occafion therefore more favourable
than the prefent, to examine clofely into the
eaufes that produced fo wonderful a changePhilip having now decamped, continued
his route from Olympia towards Pharaea, and
from thence advanced to Telphuffa, and afterwards to Heraea.
In this place he fold
his booty, and laid
a bridge acrofs the
river Alpheus, with defign to pafs that w&y

We

into Triphylia.

About the fame time, Do-

rimachus the iBtolian Prastor, being preffed by the Eleans to fave their country from
deftrudtion, fent to their affiftance fix

Vol. IL
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dred ^Etolians under the command of Phy146

lid as.

When this

General, arriving in Elea,

had joined his troops with the forces that
were at that time in the ferviee of the Eleans, five hundred mercenaries, a thoufand
loldiers of the country, and a body of Taren tines, he from thence directed his march
towards Triphylia,
This country,,
alto
which derives it's name from Triphylus a
native of Arcadia,

is

lying near the fea,

apart of Peloponnefus,
between the provinces

of Meffenia and Elea. It looks upon the
lea of Afric ; and is fituated in the extremity of all Greece, on the fide of the SouthThe towns which it contains, are
weft.
Samicum, Lepreum, Hypana, Typanaea,
Pyrgus, iEpyum, Bolax, Styllagium, and
The Eleans, having forced thefe
Phrixa.
fubmit
to
to their Republick, added to
towns
them not long afterwards Aliphira likewife ;
which flood within the limits of Arcadia,
and at firft was fubjecl: to the MegalopoliBut Alliadas, the Tyrant of Megatans.
lopolis, in return for fome perfonai advantages, furrendered

it

to the Eleans.

Phylidas, having entered this country with

away the Eleans

Lepreum,
and the mercenaries to Aliphira; while him-

his army, fent

to

with the JEtolians, remaining in the
neighbourhood of Typanaea, attended to the
Philip, being
motions of the Macedonians.
now difincumbered of his booty, pafied the
Alpheus, which flows clofe along the city.

ffclf
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of Heraea, and directed his route to Aliphira.
This city is built upon a hill, which is on
every fide fteep and craggy, and more than
ten rtadia in

it's

height.

Upon

the fummit

ftands the Citadel, and a brazen Statue alfo

of a very uncommon fize as
well as beauty.
With what defign it firft
was wrought, and at whofe expence; the
place from whence it came, and the perlbri
by whom it was here fixed and dedicated ;
are things that even the inhabitants of the
country are not able to explain with cer-

of Minerva,

But

acknowledge it to have
been the work of Softratus and Hecatodorus
and regard it as one of the mod finifhed
that ever were produced by thofe
pieces,
tainty.

all

great Artifts.

The

King, having waited for a day that

was ferene and bright, commanded the men
whofe tafk it was to carry the ladders, to
advance firft from different parts, with the
mercenaries in front to cover them.
The
Macedonians, divided alfo into feparate
bodies, followed clofe behind
and were ordered, with the reft, to afcend the hill, as
:

foon as the fun fhould begin to fhine.
The
troops advanced accordingly with great ala-

and vigour while the Aliphireans ran
together in crouds to every fide, from whence
they faw the Macedonians ready to approach*
crity

:

At the fame time the King, with a felect
body of foldiers, having climbed up certain
precipices, afcended unperceive d to thefub-

K

z
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of the Citadel.
The fignal was now

given for the affault

g a in ft the

walls

;

every part to fcale

having

fir ft

which

;

the ladders raifed a-

and the troops began in
the city. But the King,

gained pofleffion cf the fu bl-

were

without defence,
V/hen thofe
immediately fet fire to them.
therefore, that were employed in defending
the walls againft the enemy, faw what had
happened, they were feized with confternation ; and began to fear, that if the Citadel mould be loft, there would be then left
They abandoned
to them no refource.
therefore all their pofts, and fled into the
citadel ; and thus the Macedonians became
mafters of the city, almoft without refiftance.
Not long afterwards, a deputation was fent
alfo from the citadel to the King, and the
place delivered into his hands, on condition
only that the people mould be fafe.
This conqueft ftruck no fmall terror into
all the people of Triphylia ; and forced them
to confult together, by what meafures they
urbs,

left

might beft preferve their country. About
the fame time alfo, Phylidas led away his
troops from Typansea, and retired to Lepreum ; plundering all the province as he
For this was the reward, which the
'paflecl.
Allies -of the i*Etolians feldom failed to re-

ceive being either deferted by them in the
time of their moft prefling need ; or elfe
and forced to fuffer
pillaged, and betrayed
from their confederates and friends, fuch
:

:

cruel
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cruel treatment as could fcarcely be expecled

even from a conquering enemy.
As foon
King approached, the inhabitants of Typanaea and of Hypana furrendered their cities to him. The Phialians alfo, being informed of all that had happened
in Triphylia, and having been long defirous
to make off their alliance with the JEtolians, ran together in arms, and took poffeffion of the place in which thePolemarchs
were accuftomed to affemble. There were
at this time fome ^Etolian Pirates in Phialia,
who had fixed their refidence in the city,
that from thence they might be able to
therefore as the

make

upon the lands of the Meffenians.
Thefe men, upon the firft appearance of this commotion, had refolve^ to
take arms, and reduce the inhabitants by
force.
But when they faw, that the people
all ran together in crouds, and were preincurfions

make

a vigorous refinance, they
abandoned their defign, and, having obtain^

paring to

ed conditions for their fafety, retired from
the place, carrying with them all their baggage.
The Phialians then fent fome deputies to Philip, and invited him to take poffeffion of their city.
During the time of this tranfadtion, the
inhabitants of Lepreum alfp, having pof?
fefied themfelves of a certain part of the
city,

commanded

the Eleans, the iEtolians,

and the Lacedaemonians, who had likewife
joined them, to retire both from the cita-

K
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and

city.

This demand however was

Phylidas ftill kept
and was perfuaded, that he fhould
be able to defer the Lepreates from attemptBut when he
ing any thing againft him.
heard that Taurion, with one part of the
Macedonian forces, had already gained poffeffion of Phialia, and that the King himfelf
was advancing towards Lepreum with ths
reft, he began at once to lofe all hope, while;
the Lepreates on the contrary affumed new
And though there were at this
confidence.
time in the place a thoufand Eleans, with
a thoufand pirates and /Etolians ; five hun^
dred mercenaries, and tv/o hundred Lacedaemonians ; and though the enemy were
mailers of their citadel ; yet fo admirable
was the fpirit, and fuch the glorious conat firft intirely flighted.

his poft

;

on
no account to yield to thefe invaders, or
throw away the hope of being able to defend
ftancy of this people, that they refolved

their

country.

When

Phylidas therefore

faw their firmnefs, and heard alfo that the
Macedonians were juft ready to approach,
he at laft left the city, together with the LaThe Cretans,
cedaemonians and Eleahs.
that had joined the troops of Sparta, returned
back again to their own country through
MefTenia: while Phylidas, with the other
forces, directed his route towards Samicum.
The Lepreates, having thus recovered the
intire poffefiion of their country, fent fome
deputies to Philip, and furrendercd their city
to him,

As

'

POL YBIU

S.
Chap. VIII. of
151
As foon as the King was informed of

he fent the chief part of
his army away to Lepreum, while himfelf,
with the Peltafta? and the light-armed troops,
purfued the €iiemy,and, falling upon them in
thefe tranfactions,

made himfelf matter of all their
baggage.
But Phylidas, having marched
with the greateft hafte, efcaped iafe to Saxnicum. Philip therefore incamped before
the place ; and, when the reft of his forces
had advanced from Lepreurri to join hiro,
began to make fuch preparations, as threatened the inhabitants with the profpedt of a
iiege.
But the iE-tolians and Eleans, being
wholly unprepared to fuftain a fiege, and
having nothing, but their hands only, to
defend them, were ftruck with terror, an$
offered tofurrender upon terms of fafety : and
having obtained permiffion to leave the city
with their arms,they retreated to Elea. After
this fuccefs, the neighbouring cities all fent
their deputies to the King, and fubmitted to
him at difcretion.
Thefe were, Phrixa,
Styllagium, Epyum, Bolax, Pyrgus, and
Philip, having thus in the
J£pitalium.
courfe of fix days only reduced the whole
province of Triphylia, returned again to
iMepreum.
And when he had firft exhorted
the inhabitants to remain fteady in their
duty, and had placed a garrifon in the citadel,
their retreat,

he marched away

to Herasa with

forces, leaving to Ladicus

K
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government of Triphylia. Arriving at Hehe there divided the booty among his
and having taken again the baggage, which he had left behind him in this
place, he continued his route from thence
though it was now the
to Megalopolis,
depth of winter.
While Philip was employed in reducing
the cities of Triphylia, Chilon, a citizen of
Lacedaemon, who thought that his birth had

ra?a,

foldiers

:

him

given

the

faireft title to

the fovereignty

of Sparta, being enraged that the Ephori
had flighted his pretentions, and bellowed
that dignity upon Lycurgus, refolved to
raife

fome

He

diforders in the State.

flat-

by following only the
example of Cleomenes, and tempting the
hopes and ambition of the multitude
with the profpeel: of a new divifion of
lands, he mould at once draw all the
Having communipeople to his party.

tered himfelf, that

cated his intention therefore to his friends,
and engaged about two hundred of them to

mare

in the

danger with him, he made hafte

to carry his project into execution.

curgus; and the Ephori

who had

As Lyhim

raifed

to the kingdom, were the chief obftacles to
his defign,

be

firft

therefore,

and

it

He

that thefe

mould

took the occafion

when

falling

them

was neceffary

removed.

the Ephori were at fupper,
upon them by furprize, killed

at their table.

Thus

that puniflimerit
befej
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due to

them, which was in juftice
For whether we co'nfider the hand by which they fell, or the
caufe that drew this vengeance down upon
them, they may well be thought to have
merited their fate.
As foon as this work was finifhed, Chilon ran in hafle towards the houfe of Lycurgus.
But though this Magiftrate was then
at home, he found means, with the affiftance of fome friends and neighbours, to retire
unperceived, and efcaped through private
roads to the town that was called Pellene of
Tripolis.
Chilon, having thus failed in the
chief and moft important part of his intended
enterprize, began to lofe all hope.
But as
there was no\v no room left to retreat, he
advanced into the Forum, killing all his enemies, and calling aloud to his friends to join

befel

their late tranfadtions.

him; inviting the people alfo to his party,
by thofe hopes and promifes that were juil

now

mentioned.

were

fo far

But when the citizens
from mewing even the leaft repretenfions, that on the contrary

gard to his
they began to run together in parties to oppofe him, he fecretly withdrew, and, paffing
through Laconia, fled unattended into the
Achasan territory.
The Lacedaemonians,
being at this time alfo terrified by the near
approach of Philip, removed all their ftores
from the open country ; and abandoned likewife the fortrefs of A then sum in the Megalopolitan

j
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lopolitan territory, having

firft

razed

it

IV,
to

the ground.

Thus this people, who from the firft
eftablilhment of their State under the laws,
of the wife Lycurgus, had enjoyed the faireft
form of government, and flourifhed in great
ftrength and power, to the time of the battle
of Leu&ra, began, after that period, gradually to decline from their former fortune,
and to fell into contempt and ruin. And
having long been torn by inteftine tumults
and commotions, their peace being ftill disturbed by Agrarian laws, and their citizens
driven into banifhment, they at laft were forced to bow to afucceffion of fevereand haughty Tyrants, to the time ofNabis,and to yield
to all the miferies of the vileft fervitude thofe,
who in ancient times had been unable to
fupport even the name of flavery. But there
are many, who have written very copious
;

of the former condition, of this
people, and of all their various fortunes
and with regard to the changes that have
happened to them, fince Cleomenes firft
fubverted the legal conftitution of the State,
we mall take occafion to relate, in the progrefs of this Hiftory, all thofe that were of
chiefefi note, and which befl deferve to be
remarked.
accounts

Philip now decamped from Megalopolis,
^ncUaking his route through Tegea, arrived
Argos, and palled the reft of the winter
in
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having obtained

among
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all

the

Greeks the higheft admiration and efteem,
as well from his manners and whole deportment, as by thofe great actions alfo which
he had now performed in war, beyond all
that could be expected from a Prince of fuch
tender age.

During

this

time Apelles,

who Had

not

yet defifted from his project, was* revolving
in his
bell:

mind the meafures, by which he might

be able to reduce the Achaeans by deMacedonian yoke. As

grees beneath the

he faw, that Aratus and

his

Son were

likely

way of
and that Philip was inclined to

to prove the greateft obftacles in the
thii defign

;

pay no fmall regard to thefe two magiftrates,
efpecially to the eldeft of them, not only beeaufe he had flood in high efteem and favour
with Antigonus, and was a man of great
authority among the Achaeans, but chiefly
on account of his ready talents and profound
difcernment in all the affairs of government;
he judged it to be in the firfl place neceffary,
that he fhould frame fome contrivance, by
which he might deffroy their credit with
the King.
With this view, having made
inquiry after thofe Achaeans, who oppofed
Aratus in the government, he invited them
to come to him from their feveral cities
and fpared no kind of pains or flattery, that
might win their favour, and fix them in his
Jnterefts.

He

then introduced

them

all

to

Philip

i
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Philip ; having

lirft

IV,

inftructed each of them,

to infinuate to the King, that as long as he
was guided by the counfels of Aratus, he
niuft be forced, in

things that related to
the Achasans, clofely to obferve the terms
all

of the alliance: but that on the contrary, if
he would fubmit his interefts to the care of
thefe new friends, he might foon, with their
affiftance, become the mafter of Peloponnefus, and govern the people by his own

When Apelles

had thus far adnext care was, to
obtain, if it were pofTihle, that one of this
faction mould he elected Praetor of the
Achasans ; by which means, Aratus would
intirely be excluded from the adminiftration
of the State, As the time therefore of the
election now drew near, hepreffed the King,
to go himfelf to iEgium, on pretence of
fingle will,

vanced

in his defign, his

marching that way to Elea, Philip yielded
his confent: and Apelles, who was likewife
prefent, partly by the force of threatenings,
and partly by follicitation, prevailed at lalf,
though not without #great difficulty, and
gained the point which he had in view. For
Eperatus, a citizen of Pharas, was elected
Praetor
and Timoxenus, fupported by the
intereft of Aratus, was repulfed.
From iEgium the King began his march,
and palling through Patras and Dyme, arrived at Tichos ; a fortrefs, iituated upon
;

the extreme borders of the

Dyma?an

terri-

tory
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and which had been taken by Euripi-

not long before, as we have already
mentioned. The King, having refolved to
employ his utmoft power to recover again

das

Dymseans, incamped beBut the Eleans
fore it with all his forces.
that were ported in it, were ftruck with terThis fortrefs was of
ror and furrendered.
no great fize, being not more than a (radium and half in it's circumference. But
for the
the ftrength of it was confiderable
height of the. walls was full thirty cubits.
this place for the

:

Philip reftored the place to the

Dymaeans

and from thence made incurfions into the
Elean territory. And having wafted all the
country, and gained a very great booty,
he led his army back again to Dyme.
But Apelles, having thus far accomplished his defign, and obtained a Pnetor of his
own election, began now to renew his attacks againft Aratus, in order wholly to remove him from the confidence of the King.
For this purpofe, he had recourfe to a Calumny, which was thus contrived. When
Amphidamus the Elean General, who had
been taken prifoner with the reft that had
retired to Thalamae, was conducted to Olympia, he employed the mediation of fome
friends, to procure admiffion for

him

to the

King and when he had gained a time of
audience, he difplayed in a long difcourfe
the high authority and credit in which he
:

flood
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flood among the Eleans, and affured the
King, that he could eafily engage that people
to enter into an alliance with him.
Philip,
being prevailed on by thefe promifes, immediately releafed Amphidamus, and fent
him to the Eleans ; with orders to allure
them, that, if they would embrace his
friendfhip, he would reftore to them all their
prifoners without any ranfom, and fecure
their province againft all incurfions ; and
that they ftill mould live in perfect freedom,
without garrifon or tribute, and enjoy their
own form of government. But, how generous foever and inviting thefe conditions
might appear, the Eleans remained unmoved,
and rejected all that was propofed.
Apelles feized on this refufal, as a proper
ground for the calumny which he now conHe told
trived, and carried to the King,
him, that it might now be feen, how falfe
were thofe profeffions of zeal and friendfhip,
with which Aratus and his Son had hitherto
that in their hearts they were
deceived him
far from being difpofed to favour his pretenfions, or promote the interefts of the Mace:

that the averfion, which the Eleans
had now fhewn towards him, was folely to
be imputed to their arts and management
that when Amphidamus was fent from
Olympia to Elis by the King, they had em-

donians

:

ployed in fecret

him, that

it

all

their pains, to convince

was by no means

for the ad-

vantage
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vantage of the people of Peloponnefus, that
Philip fhould become the mafter of the Eleand that from hence alone had fprung
ans
:

.that haughtinefs,

and

fierce

difdain,

with

people had reje&ed all his offers,
which
and had refolved to adhere to their alliance
this

With the /Etolians, and ftill fuftain the war
againft the Macedonians.
Philip, when he had heard this accufation, ordered Aratus and his Son to be
Apelles'then repeated
called before him.
in their prefence

all

the charge, urging

againft them with a bold and
And as the King
confidence.

it

threatening
ftill

kept

fi-

that fmce they

had fhewn
thanklefs
and ungrateful, and
themfelves fo
had fo ill repaid the many favours which
they had received from Philip, this Prince
had now refolved to call together the Achaean States, and, when he had explained to

le nee,

he added

;

them

the motives of his conduct, to return
But the eldeft Arams*
again to Macedon.
beginning now to fpeak, befought the King*
that he
fion, or

would by no means judge with pafgive a hafty credit to the things

which he had heard, without fome previous
examination and inquiry
that in every
charge efpecially, that was directed againft
any of his allies or friends, it was proper
firft to weigh the evidence with the niceft
:

afid rnoft fcrupulous care

:

that fuch a con-

duit
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dudt was not only worthy of a Prince, but
of the laft importance alfo, with refpecl: to

and advantage. He defired
who had heard thefe
matters, of which Apelles had accufed them,
might be called to the prefence of the King
that Apelles alfo mould attend* with the
perfon from whom he had received his information and in a word, that,- before any
complaint was made to the Achaean State?,
every method mould be tried, by which it
was poffible to gain a knowledge of the
Philip approved of this advice and
truth.
having promifed to purfue it, he then ailmiffed them.
Some days afterwards had paffed, and
Apelles had not yet produced the proofs that
were defired, when an accident fell out,
which proved of great advantage toAratus.
While Philip was employed in plundering
the country of the Eleans, this people having conceived fome fufpicion of Amphidamus, refolved to feize, and fend him as a
But Amphidamus
prifoner into iEtolia.
gained early notice of their defign, and fled
at firft to Olympia.
And being there informed that the King was gone to Dyme,
to diftribute the booty among his troops, he

his

own

interefts

therefore, that thofe

:

:

made

hafte to join

him

in that city.

As

Aratus heard, that this General
had efcaped from Elis, and was arrived at
foon

as

Dyme

5

Chap'. VIII.

ofPOLYBlUS,

Dyme, being

confcious of his

own

cence, he ran to Philip with great

1

6

inno-

alacrity

and joy, and requefled that Amphidamus
might immediately be called before him
that no one better knew the grounds of the
charge that had been brought againft him,
than the man who had been a partner in the
fecret: and thai on the other hand, it clearly was his intereft to dhclofe the truth ;
ft nee he had now been forced to
leave his
Country on account of his attachment to the
King, and had no hopes of fafety but in his
protection.

The King

confented to this re~

and having ordered Amphidamus to
;
be examined in his prefence, he found that

queft

the accufation was in all points falfe. From
this time therefore, his affection for Aratus
every day increafed, and his attachment to

him became

ftronger than before

;

while

low in his
But his mind had been now fo
long poffeffed with prejudice in favour of
Apelles on the contrary funk

efteem.

this Minifter, that

look,

upon many

it

forced

him

ftill

to over-

occafions, the errors

of

his conduct.

In the

mean while

Apelles, not being in

any degree deterred by what had happened
from periifting ftill in the fame dellgns,
fnade his next attack againft Taurion, who
care of the affairs of
Peloponnefus.He charged him however with

was intruded with the

Vol.

II.
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no kind of crime ; but on the contrary fpoke
largely in his praife ; and reprefented to the
King, what great fervices might be expe&ed
from a man of fuch abilities, if he were
prefent in the camp. But his intention was,
to beftow this charge upon fome perfon of
his own appointment.
For this is one of
thofe new methods, contrived by men of
bad defigns to deftroy the fortunes of their
neighbours, not by detraction, but by praife.
An artifice, replete with malignant rancour, and the bafeft treachery: invented
:

firft in the courts of Princes, to be the inflrument of jealouly, and fordid avarice

and employed folely to promote the purpofes
of thofe, who ftrive to rife upon the ruins
of another. He feized every occafion alfo
that was offered, to cenfure Alexander, the
Captain of the Guards ; having refolved to
fill this poft likewife with another of his
own election ; and in a word, to change, if
poffible, the whole difpofition which Antigonus had made. For Antigonus, not only
while he lived, had governed Macedon and
the young Prince himfelf with the greateft
prudence, but left behind him alfo at his
death fuch wife provifions, as feemed moft
proper to fecure the future eafe and fafety
of the kingdom. He explained to the Macedonians in his Will, the meafures which
himfelf had followed in the affairs of go-

vernment ;
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and prefcribed the plan of the

administration for the time to

come

:

nam-

alfo, to whom he left the
conduct of the State, and allotting feverally
to each his proper port ; that he might thus
cut off at once all pretence for jealoufy, and:
remove every incitement to fedition. By
thefe directions, Apelleswas appointed Guardian to the Prince; Leontius, General of
the Infantry ; Megaleas, the chief Secretary; Alexander, Captain of the Guards; and
Taurion, the commander to pre (id e in Peloponnefus. Among thefe, Leontius and Megaleas were already in all points devoted to ApelThe great object therefore of his preles.
fent care, was to remove Taurion and Alexander from their ports; by which means
the whole adminiftration of the government
would fall into his own hands intire, or into the
hands of thofe who poffefled his confidence
And this delign muft foon have been accomplished, if he had not raifed againft himfelf
an enemy in Aratus. But that wrong policy defeated all his meafures ; and drew after it the punimment, that was juftly due
to his imprudence and infatiable ambition :
fo that within a lhort time afterwards, he
was himfelf involved in thofe calamities,
which he had prepared for others. In what
manner this misfortune happened to him,
we fhall at prefent forbear to mention, hav«*

ing the perfons

L

2

ing
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ing brought this Book to it's conclufion. But
in that which follows, we fhall take occafion to give a clear account of this event,
with all the circumftances that attended it.
Philip,

have

after thefe

now

tranfadtions

which we

related, returned to Argos, to pafs

the winter there together with his friends,

and fent the forces back to Macedon.
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I.

TH

E year of the Prsetorfhip of the
younger Aratus was juft now ended
with the Rifing of the Pleiades
for in this
manner the Achasans computed the courfe
This Magiftrate therefore reof time.
figned his office, and was fucceeded by Eperat us.
Dorimachus was Praetor of the iEtolians.
About the fame time Annibal, as
the fummer now approached, having declared without referve his intention to
:

make war
from

againft the

Romans,

led his forces

New

Carthage, paffed the Iberus, and
continued his march towards Italy while
the Romans fent on their part Tiberius
Sempronius with an army into Afric, and
At the fame
Publius Cornelius into Spain.
time alfo Ptolemy and Antiochus, who both
:

claimed the fovereignty of Ccelefyria, having loft all hope of being able to fettle their
L 3
pre*

i66
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by embaffies or treaties, prepared
to end the difpute by arms.
Philip, beginning now to be in want both

preteniions

of provifions and of money to fupport his
troops, defired the Achaean Magiftrates to
give orders for affembling the council of the

But when thefe were met together
iEgium, according to the laws of the Re-

States.
at

publick, the King, perceiving that Aratus,

flung with the difgrace which he had received in the late Election through the bad

was inclined rather to
oppofe than advance his fervice, and that on
the other hand, Eperatus was by nature
practices of Apelles,

deftitute of all thofe talents that are. requifite for the conduct: of affairs., and was alfo
held in great contempt by all, was then fully
fenfible of the folly of thofe meafares, which
Apelles and Leontius had engaged him to

purfue, and refolved to recover again the
confidence and favour of Aratus.
He prevailed therefore with the magiftrates to re-

move

the AfTembly of the States to Sicyon
and having there addreffed himfelf in private
both to the elder and the younger Aratus, and
charged Apelles with the blame of all that
had been tranfacted, he preffed them to refume their former fentiments. To this requeft they both readily confented
and the
King, through their pains and influence,
obtained afterwards from the AfTembly the
full accomplifhment of all that he defired.
:

For
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by
decree
For
that now was made, the
States engaged to pay to him fifty Talents,
on the day when he fliould firft begin his

Chap.

march

;

to furnifli three

months

ftipend for

the troops, with ten thoufand meafures of
corn; and to pay alfo feventeen talents

monthly, during his ftay in Peloponnefus.
After thefe 'refolutions, the Affembly feparated ; and the Achaeans returned again to
their feveral cities,

The

King, when he had drawn all the
troops together from their winter quarters,
and had held a confultation with his friends,
refolved now to carry on the war by fea.
For as by this method he might himfelf be
able to fall fuddenly upon his enemies from
every fide ; fo thefe on the other hand muft
wholly lofe the power of fending any affiftance to each other ; feparated, as they
were, in remote and diftant provinces, and
alarmed by apprehenfions for their own particular fafety, againft an enemy to whofe
motions they would then be ftrangers, and
whofe defcent upon their country might be
made with no lefs celerity than fecrecy :
for the people, againft whom he was now
engaged, were the iEtolians, the Lacedaemonians, and the Eleans.
Being fixed therefore in this defign, he drew together to
Lechaeum all the veflels that belonged to
the Achaeans, together with his own ; and
gave orders that the foldiers jfhould be em-

L
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ployed continually in the exercife of the
The Macedonians fubmitted to the
oar.
talk with the greateft promptnefs and alacrity.

the

For

field

thefe

troops,

ftands firm

whofe courage

againft

in

every danger,

upon the fea,
whenever occafion demands their fervice.
Active alfo, and inured to the perpetual
toils of digging trenches, and of fortifying
camps, they reject no kind of military; labour ; but are on the contrary, as Hefiod
writes of theTEacidae, " more pleafed with
Battles than with Feafts."
But while Philip and the Macedonians
were thus bufy in completing all the naval
are not lefs ufeful and intrepid

preparations,

Apelles, perceiving that the

King was no longer governed by him

as

before, and being unable to fupport the lofs

of

his authority,

formed

fecretly an

engage-

ment with Leontius and Megaleas, by
which it was agreed, that thefe two, ftill
remaining near the King, mould be ready,
as occafion ferved,
fels,

all his counmeafures ; and that
while would go to

to fruftrate

and obftruet his

himfelf in the mean
Chalcis, and take care to flop all fupplies,
that were expected to come that way.
When this 'wicked project was thus concerted, Apelles, having by fome falfe pretences obtained permiffion to depart, went
accordingly to Chalcis
and there, with the
help of that authority, which had grown
:

f /J

from
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former credit with the King, he
from
fo well performed his part in this bafe and
treacherous engagement, that Philip was at
laft reduced to an intire want of neceffaries,
and forced even to fet his Plate in pawn,
in order to procure a fubfiftence from it.
As foon as the fleet was ready, and the
troops all perfedi in their exercife, the King,
having fir ft diftributed fome corn and money among his army, failed out to fea, and
his

arrived in

two days

that were with

at Patrae.

him were

fix

The

forces

Ma-

thoufand

cedonians, and twelve hundred mercenaries.

About the fame time, Dorimachus, the
iEtolian Prastor, fent away five hundred
Neocretans, under the command of Ageand Scopas, to the

of the
Eleans.
The Eleans alfo, being apprehenfive that Philip would attempt to be-

laus

fiege

drew together fome troops

Cyllene,

of mercenaries
country ; and

)

trained

fortified

thefe preparations,

Dyme

the forces of the

the place with care.

Philip therefore, having
all

affiftance

been informed of

refolved to leave in

the Achasan mercenaries with

the
Cretans ; fome Gallic Horfe ; and two
thoufand men, fele&ed from the infantry of
the Achaeans
as well to fupport himfelf,
:

fhould be occafion for it, as to cover
and fecure the country againft the attempts
of the Eleans. And having fent his orders
to the MefTenians, the Epirots, Acarnani-

if there

ans,

and to Scerdilaidas, that they fhould

com-
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complete the equipment of their
join him at Cephallenia, he then

from

veffels,

failed

and

away

Patrae to that ifland at the time

ap-

pointed, and caft anchor near a

little town
But becaufe the country
round it was clofe and difficult, and the
place not eafy to be inverted, he continued
his courfe forwards to Palasa, and perceiving
that this part of the ifland was full of corn,
and promifed a plentiful fubfiftence to his
army, he difembarked all his forces, and
And having drawn his
there incamped.
mips to land, and thrown up an intrenchment round them, he fent away the troops

called

Proni.

while himfelf furveyed

to gather in the corn

;

the city from every

fide, in

order to difcover

what manner he might

beft advance his

in

works, and plant his machines againft it :
defigning, when the allies had joined him,
to ufe his utmoft efforts to become mafter
of the place. For by this conqueft, as the
/Etolians would on the one hand be deprived of
a place that was of great importance to them ;
fince their cuflom was, to make defcents
from hence, in Cephallenian veffels, upon the
coaft of Peloponnefus, Acarnania, and Epirus fo on the other hand, the King and his
allies, when they had gained this port, might
fall with great advantage upon the country of
:

For Cephallenia lies oppofite
Gulph, extending towards
It joins clofely upon
Sicily.

their enemies,

to the Corinthian

the fea of
the north and wefcerncoafts

of Peloponnefus.
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being neareft to Elea ; and looks
alfo towards the fouth and weftern fides of
The King
Epirus, Acarnania, and JEtolia.
therefore, perceiving that the ifland was
fituated with fo great advantage, as well for
affembling the allies, and covering all their
lands from infult, as for invading alfo the
provinces of the enemy, was impatient to
attempt the conquefl: of it. And becaufe
Palaea was almoft every way fecured by precipices, or the fea ; and was only to be approached by a fmall and narrow Plain, that
looked towards Zacynthus ; he refolved to
advance his works upon that fide only,
and to Lfix there the whole bufinefs of the
nefus,

fiege.

While

Philip

was

thus employed,

in

forming the meafures that were neceffary
for the attack, he was joined by fifteen
veflels,

fent

by

Scerdilaidas

;

who was

pre-

vented from fending any greater number, by

fome commotions that happened

among

the Chiefs of the

in Illyria,

country.

The

Epirots alfo joined him, together with the

For as PhiAcarnanians, and Meflenians.
the
galea now was taken from
iEtolians,
the Meflenians had no longer any pretence
for refufing their affiftance in the war,

When
and the

all

things were ready for the fiege,

and the Catapults dilpofed in
whence they might with
beft foccefs repel the efforts of the enemy,
the King, having exhorted the Macedonians
Baiifla?

every place, from

to

iji
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to be ftrenuous in their duty, ordered
to approach the walls,

them

and

to open a mine,
under cover of the machines. The Macedonians purfued their tafk with fo great diligence and ardour, that the walls were in a
ihort time undermined to the length of
about five hundred feet.
Philip then approached the city, and prefTed the inhabitants to accept conditions from him.
And
when his offers were rejected, he fet fire to
the timber that fupported that part of the
wall which was undermined.
The wall
immediately fell down ; and the Peltaft&%
who were commanded by Leontius, being
divided into cohorts, were ordered to force
their way through the breach, and to ftorm
the city. But this General, remembering the
engagement into which he had entered with
Apelles, though three young foldiers had

already palled

the breach,

flopped

them

from advancing, and would not fuffer the
city to be taken.
And as he had before
corrupted alfo the chief among the Officers,
and himfelf at this time likewife, inftead
of leading on the troops with vigour to the
charge, appeared ftruck with confirmation,

and fpread

his fears into the reft, the

Ma-

though they
have made
themfelves matters of the place. The King,
when he perceived the cowardice cf the
Generals, and that many of the foldiers alfo
were diiabled by their wounds, was forced
cedonians were at laft
might without much

repulfed,

difficulty

to

Chap.
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to raife the fiege, and to deliberate with
his friends concerning the meafures that
were next to be purfued.

About this time, Lycurgus entered the
province of Meflenia with an army y while
Dorimachus, with one half of the iEtolian
forces, made an incurfion alfo into ThelTaly :
-

being perfuaded that by this diverfion, they

mould draw away the Macedonians from

The Acarnanians and MefTenians,
alarmed by the approach of the enemy towards them, fent fome deputies to the King,

Palaea.

and intreated him

to raife the fiege.

The

Acarnanians prefled him to remove the war
at once into iEtolia, and thus, by wafting
all the country, which was now left without defence, to conftrain Dorimachus to
return again, before he had entered Macedon.
The Meflenians on the other hand

importuned him with no

march

to

lefs earneftnefs,

to

the affiftance of their country;

him, that as the Etefian
winds had now begun to blow, he might
pafs in one day's failing from Cephallenia
to Meflenia, and fall upon Lycurgus, before
he could receive any notice of his approach.
This was the advice which was urged by
Gorgus, the chief of the Meflenian Depureprefenting to

ties.

Leontius

alfo,

purfuing

ftill

his

firft

with all his ftrength
being well aflured that no meafures could

defign, fupported

more

it

:

effectually obftrudt the progrefs of the

war.
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war.
For it was eafy indeed to tranfport
the army to Meffenia : but it was not poffible to return again till the feafon of thefe

winds was

paffed.

The Macedonians

there-

within the limits of that province, muft have been forced to wafte the
whole fummer in in^dtion ; while the iEtolians on the other hand might have plundered Theflaly and Epirus, and deftroyed
all the country at their leifure.
So pernicious were the counfels, which thefe men
recommended to the King.
But Aratus, who was prefent, oppofed
this fentiment ; and advifed the King to
advance without delay into JEtdiia $ lince,
while Dorimachus was abfent with the
forces, it would be eafy to run through all
the province, and to plunder it without refore, confined

who before was much
with Leontius, on account of
his ill condudl in the liege, and who began
alfo to fufpedt fome treachery, from the
advice which this minifter had fo warmly
urged with refpedtto the courfe that was now
moft proper to be taken, refolved to yield to
He fent orders
the opinion of Aratus.
therefore to Eperatus, that he fhould draw
together the Achaean forces, and march to
while
the affiftance of the MelTenians
himfelf fleered away from Cephallenia with
Philip,

fiftance.

diflatisfied

:

the

fleet

;

and, after

two days

rived at Leucas in the night.

failing,

From

ar-

thence,
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things ready for his

over the neck
into
Diorydhis
the
Ambracian
called
land
of
delign,

his veffels

Gulph, which, as we have already menfrom the fea of Sicily, and
enters far into the inland parts of AcarnaHe then fleered his courfe up the
nia.
Gulph ; and arriving at Limnaea before
tioned, flows

break of day, gave orders that the foldiers
fhould take their ufual repaft, and leave

behind them likewife all their heavy baggage, that they might not be incumbered in
their march.
He called together alfo all
the Guides ; and informed himlelf with
great exadtnefs of the nature of the country, and of the ftrength and fituation of
the neighbouring cities.
In this place he was joined by Ariftophantus the Praetor of the Acarnanians,
with all the forces of the country. For the
people of this province had long wifhed
with the greateft earneftnefs for fome occafion to revenge the infults which they had
in former times received from the /Etolians.
As foon therefore as the King arrived, they
not thofe alone that were
all took arms
obliged to it by the laws ; but many alfo
of the older men/whofe age had exempted
:

them
had

from

fervice.

The

Epirots,

who

alfo been expofed to the fame injurious
treatment from the ./Etolians, were on their
part animated likewife with the fame refentment.
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But becaufe the arrival of the King
was fudden, and their country alfo of great
extent, they wanted the leifure that was ne~

ment.

ceffary for affembling together the forces of

the province.

With

regard to

the JEto-

Dorimachus, as we have already
mentioned, had taken with him one half
of their troops; being perfuaded that the
reft would be fufficient to defend the coun-

lians,

try, in his abfence, againft all furprize.

The King, having left his baggage behind him with a proper guard, began his
march from Limnasa, in the evening; and
when he had gained the diftahce of about
fixty ftadia, he ordered the troops to take
and having allowed a ftiort
their fupper
time for their repofe, he again fet forwards,
and continuing his march all night, arrived
before break of day upon the river Achelous,
between Stratus and Conope. His intention
was, to fall fuddenly upon the place called
Thermum, before the inhabitants could be
able to receive the news of his approach.
Leontius clearly faw, that this defign muff
inevitably be attended with fuccefs, and
that all the efforts of the enemy would be
For befides that the arrivain and ufelefs.
val of the Macedonians was fo quick and
unexpected, the iEtolians alfo, having ne:

ver entertained the leaft fufpicion, that th.6
King would throw himfelf with fo great confidence into the very middle of a country
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were
difficult,
ftrong
wholly
and
was
that
unprepared to refift a danger, of which they
had conceived no apprehensions. Reflecting
therefore upon thefe two circumftances, and
being conftant to the engagement into
which he had entered with Apelles, he
preffed the King to incamp upon the river
Achelous, that the troops, who had marched
all night, might enjoy fome reft> and be recovered again frorri their fatigue.
His intention was, that the /Etolians might from
thence gain time to make the preparations
that were neceflary for their defence.
But
Aratus on the other hand, well knowing

how

fuch enterprizes, the fabe irrecoverably
loft, and perceiving alfo that the purpofe of
Leontius was plainly to obftruct the progrefs
of the war, urged the King to proceed without delay, and not fuffer the occafion to
foon, in

all

vourable

moment might

efcape.

Philip,

who was

already

much

dif-

pleafed with the whole conduct of Leontius,

approved of this advice; and having palled
the river, continued his route in hafte towards Thermum, burning and deftroying
the country as he marched.
Leaving on
the left hand Stratus, Theftia, and Agriniurn ; and on his right, Conope, Lyfimachia, Trichonium, and Phoeteum ; he arrived at a town called Metapa, which was
fituated in the entrance of thofe paries, that
led along the lake Trichonis, and was di-

Vol.

II.

M
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Thcrmum

from

iEtolians fled

about

from the

fixtv

ftadia.

upon

place,

his

approach, and the King pofted in it a body
of five hundred men ; as well to cover his en-

back again
For the country that
lay along the borders of the lake, was rough
and mountainous, and covered all with
woods, fo that the paifage through it was
extremely clofe and difficult.
Philip en-

trance, as to fecure alio his retreat

through the

paries.

placing in his Van the
;
mercenaries, behind thefe the Illyrians, and

tered the defiles
after

them

the foldiers of the Phalanx.

The

Cretans clofed the rear.
The Thracians
and the light-armed forces were difpofed
upon the Right, and marched with equal
puce, but at fome diftance from the main
The Left was covered by the lake,
body.
to the

length of thirty

gained the end of the

Having
they came to

ftadia.

defiles,

was called Pamphia. The
had pofted a body of troops
when
he
King,
in this place alfo, continued his march forwards towards Thermum, through a road
that was not only veryfieep and rough, but
a village

that

fur rounded

on

all fides

like wife

many

by

lofty pre-

was not to
be paffed without great danger. The whole
height alfo of the afcent was almoft thirty
But the Macedonians purfued their
ftadia.
cipices, fo that in

way with

fo

great

parts

it

diligence and

vigour,

that they foqn gained the fummit, and arrived
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at Thermum, while it was yet full
The King fixed his camp near the

Chap.
rived
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and from thence fent away the troops
to ravage all the villages, and neighbouring
plains. They pillaged the houfes of the city
likewife ; which were not only filled with
corn, and every kind of neceftaries, but
with great quantities of rich and coftly furniture. For as this was the place, in which
city,

the iEtolians celebrated every year their
Games and Markets, and held alfo their
Affemblies for elefting Magiftrates, they always laid up in it the moft valuable of all
their goods, for the ufe of thefe folemnities, and the more fplendid reception
of
their guefts. They were perfuaded likewife,
that their riches could no where be depoFor fuch
fited in a place of greater fafety.
was the ftrength and fituation of this city,
that it was confidered as the Citadel of all
And indeed before this time, no
./Etolia.
enemy had ever ventured to approach it.

The

long peace

alfo,

which the country had

enjoyed, had afforded both the leifure and
the means to heap together all that various

wealth and plenty, which

now

the

filled

houfes that were round the temple, and
the neighbouring parts.

The Macedonians,
menfe booty

having gained an im-

in the evening, repofed

felves in their tents.

M

all

On
2

them-

the following day,

they

1

8a
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they felected from the plunder whatever
was of greateft valne, and mod eafy to be
removed ; and burned the reft in heaps before the camp.
They took likewife all the
arms that were fixed round the porticoes of
the temple, and referving the moft fplendid of them as their prize, exchanged fome

The reft, which
number more than fifteen thoufand,
all con fumed in fire.
Thus far nothing had been done, that was contrary to

others alfo for their own.

were
were

in

repugnant to the laws of war.
But what cenfure rauft we pafs on that
which followed ? Urged by the remembrance of thofe cruel ravages, which the
/Etolians had committed at Dium and Dodona, they now fet fire to the Porticoes of
the temple, and deftroyed the Votive Offeramong which there were fome, that
ings
were the work of moft exquifite art, and
Nor were they
finiflied at a great expence.
burning
the roofs only of the
fatisfied with

juftice, or

facred edifice

-

y

to the ground.

but even razed the

They threw down

Temple
alfo all

the Statues, which were not fewer than two
thoufand breaking many of them in pieces;
and fparing thofe alone, that bore the
;

names, or refemblance, of the Gods. They
then wrote upon the walls that celebrated
Verfe, which was one of the firft productions of the dawning genius of Samus the

Son

Chap.L
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brother of the King
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the Fofter-

:

Remember Dium: thence this Shaft was Iped.

The Kinghimfelf, and thofe that were about
him, promoted all this violence with a kind of
frantickzeal and fury: being perfuaded, that
it was no more than a juftand fuitable retaliation and revenge, for thofe impieties which
the iEtolians had before committed.
But
in my judgement, their condud: upon this
occafion is very greatly to be blamed. Whether my fentiments are juft or not, may be
judged from thofe examples, which may be
found in the fame Royal Houfe of Macedon.
When Antigonus, after he had defeated
Cleomenes in battle, and forced him to
leave his kingdom, became mafter of Sparta, fo that the city and the vanquifhed citizens were wholly in his power ; he was fo
far from treating them with any kind of ri^
gour or feverity, that on the contrary he
them again in perfect freedom,
and reflored to them their laws and ancient
government and when he had difplayed
eftablifhed

:

his generofity

many
alfo

and clemency,

as

well in

particular inflances, as in the favours

which he conferred

in

upon
Macedon.

general

he returned back to
he was then called the
Benefadtor, and after his death, the Saviour
of
3

their State,

From

this conduct,

M
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of that people ; and gained immortal fame
and honour, not only among the Lacedaemonians, but from all the States of Greece.

That

Philip

who

alfo,

enlarged the

firft

bounds of the Macedonian Empire, and
fpread wide the fplendour of this Houfe,
when he had defeated the Athenians in the
Fight of Chseronea, obtained much more by
his humane and gentle conduct after the
victory, than he had gained by his arms.
For by thefe, he fubdued indeed the enemies
but by his
that were in arms againft him
gentlenefs and moderation he vanquifhed all
the Athenians, and forced Athens itfelf to
;

Inflcad of making his re-

receive his laws.

fentmeiit the rule and meafure of his con-

quers, he on the contrary purfued his vie-?
tories no longer, than till he had found a
fair occafion to difplay his

He

love of virtue.

clemency and his

therefore without any ranfom
rites

fallen

of funeral
in battle

to
;

the prifoners

reftcred
:

allowed the

the foldiers

had
Athens

that

fent Antipater to

with their bones ; and gave habits alfo to
the greater part of thofe that were releafed.
And thus, by his wife and dexterous conduct, he accomplished with a fmall expence the greateft purpofes. For the haughty fpirit of the Athenians was fp perfectly
fubdued by this generous treatment, that
from enemies, they were changed at once
into the mofc zealous and hearty friends,
ready
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What
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to aflift

again was Alex-

conduct upon a like occafion ? Incenfed
he was in fo high a degree againft the
people of Thebes, that he ordered all the
inhabitants to be fold for flaves, and the city
to be levelled with the ground, yet fo far
was he from neglecting that duty which he
owed the Gods, that on the contrary he employed the greateft care, that no offence
fhould be committed, even through accident,
der's

as

againft the temples,
places.

or

At the time of

other confecrated

his expedition like-

wife into Afia, to revenge the atrocious inhad committed
fults which the Perfians
againft the States of Greece,

he punifhed the

people indeed with fuch feverity as their
crimes demanded ; but fpared the places
though
that were dedicated to the Gods
the Perfians on the contrary when they invaded Greece, had made all thefe the fpecial
objects of their rage.
Such then was the conduct, which Phi:

mould have kept continually in view
and have made it clear to all mankind, that he
inherited not the kingdom only, but the ge-

lip

nerous

difpofition.

nefs of his

alfo,

anceftors.

and heroick greatBut though he at

employed great pains, that men
mould know that he was allied in blood to
Alexander and to Philip, he never mewed

all

times

the leaft follicitude to emulate their virtues.

M4

His
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His reputation therefore, as he advanced in
age, was as different from the fame which
thefe Princes had enjoyed, as his manners
and his life were different. This difference
was clearly feen in the inftance of his preBlinded by refentment, he
fent conduit.
thought it no crime to repay the devaflations, which the iEtolians had committed,
with the like impious outrages, and thus to
remedy one evil by another. In every place,
and upon every occafion, he was eager to
reproach Dorimachus and Scopas with all
the violence and horrid facrilege, of which
they had been guilty at Dium and Dodona:
but feemed never to have apprehended, that
while he was purfuing the fame impious
courfe, the fame cenfure likewife muft fall
upon himfelf, For though by the eftablifhed
laws of war,
ry,

not only juft but necefla-

it is

to deftroy citadels and cities,

mips and

harbours, the fruits alfo of a country with
the inhabitants, in order to weaken the
ftrength and power of pur enemies, and to

own
when men extend

increafe our

;

yet on the other hand,
their fury

to thofe

ob-

whofe deftruction neither can procure
the leaft advantage to themfelves, nor any
way difable their opponents from carrying
on the war againfi: them ; when they burn
efpecially the temples of the Gods, break
all their Statues, and deftroy their Ornaments; what muft we fay of fuch a coniedts,

duel.i

'
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it is

the mere effect of an en-

tire

depravity of manners, the

jefs

rage and madnefs

making war, among
of a virtuous
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work of fenfe-

For the defign of

thofe at leaft that are

difpofition, is

by no means

to

exterminate the people from whom they have
received an injury ; but to lead them only to
a change of conduct, and to engage them to
amend their faults not to involve the innocent and the guilty in the fame perdition, but
:

rather to

exempt them both from

we may

ruin.

To

the part of

alfo add, that it is
a Tyrant only, who hates his fuhjects, and
is hated by them on account of his wicked

this

actions, to exact

by force and

terror a re-

luctant and conftrained obedience

King,
duct,

who

is

humane and generous

in his

obtains the hearts of all his people,

gard

him

;

while a

wife and moderate in his con-

as their

friend

and

manners,

who

re-

benefactor,

and fubmit with chearfulnefs to his commands.
But in ofder to conceive in the cleared
manner the whole extent of that miftake
which Philip now committed, let us confider, what would have been the fentiments
of the iEtolians, in cafe that he had purfued
a different conduct ; and had neither burned
the porticoes, broken the Statues, nor deftroyed any of the offerings that were round
the temple.
For my own part, I am perfuaded that they muft have regarded him as
a moft

i$6
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moft humane and virtuous Prince. Conas they were of all thofe outrages,
which they had committed at Dium and Do^
dona, and knowing alio that Philip had at this
time all things in his power, and that, in
treating them with the laft feverity, he
would have done no more, with regard to
themfelves at leaft, than what was juft and
reafonable, they mufl furely have confidered
his moderation in this refpect as a noble effort of a great and generous mind.
In this
view, while they condemned their owp prorceedings, they on the other hand, would
have bellowed on Philip the higher!' admiration and applaufe ; whofe virtue, fo worthy of a King, had taught him not only to
preferve the duty which he owed the Gods,
but to fet bounds alfo to his own juft reAnd indeed to conquer enemies
fentment.
alone and juftice, is far more
generofity
by
advantageous, than any victory that is gainFor the fubmiffion of men to
ed by arms.
from neceflity and force
wholly
thefe ariies
to the former, it is free and voluntary. The
conqueft alfo in the one cafe is often very
a

fcious

dearly purchafed

-

y

but in the other, the offen-

ders are prevailed

upon

to return again to a

better conduct, without any expence or lofs.

And what

of greater moment, the
fubjects mufl: be allowed to claim the chief
part of the fuccefs that is obtained by
arms ; whereas the Prince alone reaps all
is

(till

the

Chap.

II.

ofPOLYBIUS.

the glory of a vi&ory that

is

187

gained

by

virtue.

But fome perhaps may think, that as
was at this time extremely young,
he ought not in juftice to be charged with

Philip

the guilt of thefe tranfaftions

all

;

but that

blame fhould chiefly be imputed to
thofe that were the neareft in his confidence,
efpecially to Aratus and Demetrius of PhaNow with regard to thefe, it is no
ros.
hard tafk to judge, even though we were
not prefent at their deliberations, which of
the two it was, that urged the King to
all this violence.
For befides that Aratus,
in every action, was diftinguifhed by his caution and deliberate judgement, while Demetrius on the contrary was no lefs noted for
his imprudence
and precipitate rafhnefs;
there happened afterwards an inftance not
unlike the prefent, from which we fhall be
able to difcern beyond all doubt, what muft
have been, upon fuch occafions, the fentiments and conduct of thefe two perfons.
But this muft be referved for its proper place.
We now return from this digreffion.

the

CHAP.

If.

HE

King, taking with him every
thing that could be carried or removed, began his march back again from
Thermum, bv the fame way by which he
^

I

I

had

J
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had arrived placing at the head the booty,
with the heavy-armed forces ; and the Acarnanians with the mercenaries in the rear.
He refolved to pafs through the defiles with
the quickeft hafte
not doubting but that
the iEtolians would take advantage of the
difficulty of the way, and fall upon him in
his retreat.
And this indeed foon happened.
:

:

The
the

people had met together in arms, to
number of about three thoufand men,

command

of Alexander of TriWhile the King remained upon
the eminencies, they kept themfelves at a
diftance, and lay concealed in obfeure and
covered places.
But as foon as the Rear
or his army had begun to move, they entered
Thermum, and from thence advanced, and
The merfell upon the hindmoil troops*

under the
chonium.

cenaries

that

compofed

the

rear,

were

thrown by

this attack into no fmall conwhile the iEtolians, perceiving the
diforder, and being emboldened by the advantage of the ground, preffed the charge
with greater vigour than before. But Philip, having forefeen this accident, had taken
care, as he defcended, to poft behind a
certain hill a body of Ulyrians, with fome
and thefe,
felecl men from the Peltaftae
now falling fuddenly upon the enemy, who
had advanced beyond them, and were following the purfuit with eagernefs, killed
a hundred and thirty of them, and took

fufion

:

:

almoft

Chap.

II.

ofPOLYBIUS.

almoft an equal
fled

number

prifoners.
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reft

with great precipitation, and efcaped

through

difficult

and unfrequented roads.

After this fuccefs, the Rear, fetting fire to
Pamphia as they marched, paffed the defiles with fafety, and joined the reft of the
army, who were incamped near Me tap a,

The King razed
expedting their arrival.
ground, and the next day

this city to the

advanced to a town called Acrs. On the
following day, he again decamped, and
wafting all the country as he paffed, arrived
near Conope, and refted there during one
whole day. He then continued his march
along the river Achelous towards Stratus.
And having paffed the river, he for fome
flopped his march, at a diftance that was
beyond the reach of the darts, and offered
the troops that were within the city the
opportunity of a battle.
For he had heard,
that three thoufand i^Etolian Infantry, and
four hundred Horfe, together with five
hundred Cretans, had thrown themfelves
into the place.
But when they all remained
clofe behind the walls, he continued again
his route towards Limnaea, where his veffels
But fcarcely had the hindmoft troops
lay.
paffed beyond Stratus, when fome of the
iEtolian Cavalry fallied out, and began to
difturb the rear.
Thefe at firft were but
few in number but as they foon were followed by a part alfo of their Infantry, and
:

the
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the Cretan

forces,

the

warm, and the troops
were forced to face
enemy.
equal.

dered

then grew

battle

that

IV,

were

about, to

in

march

repel

the

The conteft was for fome time
But when the Illyrians were or-

alfo to return,

and fupport the troops

that were engaged, the iEtolians, both In-

fantry and Cavalry, turned their backs, and

The King
fled together in great diforder.
followed clofely even to the very gates, and
killed about a hundred of them.
After
this attempt, the iEtolians remained quiet
within the city ; while the Rear purfued
their march with fafety, and joined the
reft of the army, and the veffels.
The King being now incamped at eafe,
made afolemnfacrificeof thanks to the Gods,
for the fuccefs of his late enterprize, and invited his officers to a Feaft.

For

all

men had

confidered it as an attempt of the greateft
hazard, that he mould thus throw himfelf
into a country of fuch uncommon ftrength

and difficulty, and enter places into which
no troops before had ever dared to penetrate.
Yet Philip not only entered them without
any lofs, but accomplished likewife all that
he defigned, and had brought his army back
again with fafety.
His joy therefore was
extreme ; and in this difpofition, he prepared to celebrate his banquet.
But Leontius and Megaleas beheld this

happy fortune with no fmall

affliction

and

concern.
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engagement

with Apelles, they had employed every art*
to obftrudt the war, and fruftrate all the
But fo far were they
counfels of the King.
from being able to accomplifh their defign,
that on the contrary, this Prince had now
They
obtained the utmoft of his wifhes.
Banquet
with
but
however
the
to
came
;
hearts fo filled with heavinefs, that the King,
with the reft that were prefent with him,
began immediately to fulpect, that they were
And indeed
ilrangers to the general joy.
when in the progrefs of the feaft the guefts
all had drunk to great excefs, and thefe alfo
were compelled to fill their glaftes with
the reft, they at laft threw afide the malk,
and £hewed their fentiments without dilguife.
For no fooner was the banquet ended, than,
their reafon being difordered, and their
fenfes loft in wine, they ran every way to
feek Aratus.
And having found him returning from the feaft, after many infults
and reproaches they affaulted him with
ftones.
A party foon was formed on either fide ; and the diforder began to fpread
through all the camp. The King being
alarmed by the noife, fent fome perfons to
inquire into the caufes of it, and to compofe the tumult.
Aratus related to them
the faft as it had happened ; appealed
to the teftimony of all that had been prefent ; and then withdrew to his tent. Leontius
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fome means to Aide away
unnoticed through the croud.
But Megaleas and Crinon were conducted to the
King ; who, when he had heard the account of what had pafled, reprimanded them
with great feverity. But fo far were they
from being humbled by it to any degree of
fubmiffion or acknowledgement, that on the
contrary they added an aggravation to their
fault, and told the King, they never would
defift from their defign, till they had taken
full vengeance upon Aratus.
The King,
being greatly incenfed by this daring infolence, immediately condemned them to pay a
fine of twenty Talents and commanded them
to be led away to prifon.
And on the following day having ordered Aratus to be called, he exhorted him to take courage ; and
affured him, that the authors of this disorder mould be punimed with due feverity.
When Leontius was informed of what
had happened to Megaleas, he took with
him a body of the Peltaftae, and went, thu9
being
attended, to the tent of the King
ontius alfo found

:

perfuaded that he mould eafily intimidate
this

young Prince, and

force

him

to recall

Being admitted therefore to
his
prefence, he demanded, " who it
was that had been fo bold, as to lay
hands upon Megaleas ? and by whofe orders he was fent to prifon ?" The King
Leontius
replied intrepidly, " By mine."
his

orders.

was
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was then ftruck with terror ; and mutto himfelf fome threats, retired.
The King now failed away with all the*
fleet, paffed the Gulph, and arrived in a
fhort time at Leucas.
And when he had
tering

given orders to the proper officers to make
a diftribution of the booty among the troops,

he

called together his friends, to pafs judg-

ment on Megaleas.

Aratus,

who was

prefent

through the whole adminiftration of Leontius and his friends.
He
charged them with fome flagrant mufthers
that were committed by their orders, after
Antigonus had retired from Greece. He
laid open the engagement into which they
had entered with Apelles ; with the manner alfo in which they had defeated the
King's defigns, when he attempted to take
by ftorm the city of Palaea. In a word, he
fhewed the guilt of thefe transactions with
fo much clearnefs, and fupported all that
he affirmed by fu'ch convincing evidence, trial
Crinon and Megaleas, unable to refute the
charge, were with one voice condemned. The
fbrmer was ltill detained in prifori. 'But Leas the accufer, ran

;

ontius

offered himfelf as fecurity, for the

fine that was impofed upon Megaleas.
Such
was the unexpected ifTue of the treacherous
project into which thefe men had entered
They had perfuaded themfelves that it would
be an eafy thing to remove Aratus by
Vol. II,
fome

N
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fome violence and when the King was
thus left deftitute of friends, that they might
afterwards purfue fuch meafures,

own

intereit fhould require.

proved oppofite to

During

all

as their

But the Event

their hopes.

Lycurgus had been
forced to abandon the Meffenian territory,
without performing any aclion of importance.
But fome time afterwards, he
again took the field, and made himfelf
mafter of the city of Tegea.
He attempted
alfo to

this

time,

reduce the citadel, into which the
all retired.
But after fome
he was conftrained to raife
and to return back again to Sparta.

inhabitants had
fruitlefs efforts

the fiege,

The

made

an incurfion into
the Dymaean territory
and having drawn
into an ambufcade fome Cavalry that was
fent againft them, they defeated them with
little difficulty^ killed many of the mercenaries
and among the forces of the country,
took prifoners alfo Polymedes of iEgium, and
Agefipolis and Megacles, citizens of Dyme.
Dorimachus, as we before have mentioned, had advanced into Thelfaly with
the JEtolhns
being perfuaded, that he not
only might be able to ravage all the country
without refinance, but fhould alfo draw
away the King, by this diverfion, from the
fiege of Palasa.
But when he faw that
Chryfogonus and Petrous had brought toEleans

alfo
:

;

:

3

gether
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gether an army to oppofe him, he never
dared to defcend once into the plain, but
continued his route clofe along the fides of
And no fooner was he inthe mountains.
formed, that the Macedonians had entered
the iEtolian territory, than he immediately
abandoned Theffaly, and returned in hafte
back again, with defign to defend his country.
But he was wholly difappointed in that
hope r for the enemy had left the province before he was able to arrive.
Philip now failed away from Leucas, and,
having wafted the coaft of the Hyantheans
as he pafled, arrived at Corinth with all the
fleet, and caft anchor in the harbour of
Lechaeum. He there difembarked his army
and when he had firft fent letters to the
confederate cities of Peloponnefus, to appoint the day, in which their forces fhould
be ready in arms, and join him at Tegea,
he immediately began his march towards
that city with the Macedonians, and taking
his route by the way of Argos, arrived there
on the fecond day
and being joined by
Achaean
the
forces
as were then affuch of
fembled in the city, he continued his march
along the mountains, with defign to fall
upon the Lacedaemonian territory, before
the people could receive any notice of his
Pafiing therefore through thofe
approach.
parts of the country that were chiefly deftitute of all inhabitants, he appeared, after
:

N2

four
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four days march, upon the hills that ftand
oppofite to Sparta ; and from thence, leaving

Menelaium on

he advanced for-

his right,

The Lacedaemonians,
they beheld this army from the city,
were ftruck with confirmation and furprize.
Their minds indeed had been alarmed not
long before, by the news of the fackof Ther-

wards to Amyclae.

when

mum,Widofall the devaluation which the Macedonians had committed iniEtolia: and the
general rumour was, that Lycurgus would
foon be fent to the affiftance of the iEtolians.

But they never had conceived the

leaft fufpi-

cion, that the danger in fo fhort a time could
arrive clofe

to Sparta,

from a diftance

fo

King was at
;
which
an
age,
was
apt rather
this time of
As the event
to infpire contempt than fear.
therefore was fo contrary to all their expectation, it could not fail to ftrike them with
confiderable

efpecially as the

And

the utmoft terror.

indeed fo greatly
activity of this

had the courage and the

that his youth could
enemies in every place
were filled with folicitude and anxious doubt.
For marching, as we have already mentioned, from the very middle of /Etolia, and
having pafied in one night's time the Ambracian Gulph, he arrived at Leucas ; and
when he had ft aid two days, on the third failed
early in the morning, and wafting the coaft
of /Etolia as he palled, caft anchor at Lechaeum ;

Prince furpaffed
promife, that

all

his
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chaeum ; and from thence marching forwards without delay, he gained, upon the
feventh day, the neigbourhood of Menelaium, and the hills that overlooked the
So aftoniflbing was this
city of Sparta.
celerity,

that thofe

who

themfelves

beheld

could fcarcely give credit to their eyes.
Lacedaemonians therefore were diffracted with fufpenfe and wonder, and knew not
what meafures were the heft to be purfued.
The King on the firft day fixed his camp
near Amyclae, which is diftant from Lace-

it

The

daemon about twenty ftadia. The country
round it is diftinguiihed above all the other
parts of Laconia, by the excellence and rich
variety of the trees and fruits with which
it every where abounds.
On the fide of
the city towards the fea, ftands a Temple of
Apollo, more fumptuous and magnificent
On the next day
than any in the province.
he decamped, and deftroying the country as
he pafied, arrived at the place that was
On the two
called the camp of Pyrrhus.
following days, he wafted all the neighbouring places, and came and incamped
near Carnium ; and from thence continuing
his

march to Afine, attempted
But after fome fruitlefs

city.

to

take the

efforts,

he

again decamped, and ravaged

all the counon the fide towards the fea of Crete,
as far as Taenarum.
From thence, taking
his route back again, and leaving on his

try,

N

3

right
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hand the port called Gythium, which
from Lacedaemon about thirty ftadia, he incamped upon the frontiers of the
Helian diftrift, which is the largeft and moft
beautiful of all the parts into which Laconia is divided.
And having from this
place fent his foragers abroad, he deftroyed
the fruits, and wafted all the country round
Acriae and Leucae ; and from thence extended

right
is

diftant

his incurfions even to Bcea.

The

Meffenians, as foon as they had received the orders of the King, that they

fhould join

him with

their forces,

(hewed

no

lefs diligence and zeal, than the reft of
the allies ; and having felefted, among all
the people of their province, two thoufand
of the braveft Foot, with two hundred
Horfe, they began their march towards TeBut becaufe the route was of a very
gea.«
confiderable length, it happened, that Philip'
had left the City, before they were able to
For fome time therefore they were
arrive.
in doubt what refolution they fhould take.
But when they had confidered, that, as fome
fufpicions had been before conceived againft
them, their delay upon this occafion like wife
might perhaps be imputed to a defigned and
wilful negligence, they at laft continued their
march through the Argian territory towards
Laconia, in order to join the Macedonians.
When they arrived near Glympes, a fortrefs

that

was

fituated

upon the extreme borders
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of Laconia and of Argia, they there encamped ; but without any kind of fkill or

For they neither employed their
commodious ground
nor throw up any intrenchment round their
caution.

pains to choofe the moil;

camp but
;

trufting to the favourable difpofi-

tion of the people, repofed themfelves in full
fecurity before the walls. But Lycurgus being informed of their approach, took with
him the mercenaries, and a part alfo of the

Lacedasmonian forces, and beginning his
march from Sparta arrived at the place before
break of day, and fell with great fury upon
their camp.
The MeiTenians, though they
had fhewn before fo little prudence in all
their conduct, and efpecially in having
marched from Tegea when their numbers
were fo few, and in oppofition alfo to the
advice of the wifeft men among them, were
careful however, at this conjuncture, to have
recourfe to the only meafures, by which
they could now obtain their fafety.
For as
foon as the enemy approached towards them,
they immediately left all their baggage, and
fled into the Fortrefs.
The baggage therefore, with many of the Horfes, fell into
the hands of the enemy.
Eight foldiers
alfo of the Cavalry were killed.
The reft,
all efcaped with fafety ; and retreated back
again, through Argia, to their own country.
Lycurgus, elate with this fuccefs, returned
to Sparta, to complete the preparations for

N

4

the
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And when he had held a conwar.

futation with his friends, he refolved, that
Philip fhould not be permitted to leave the
country till he had firft been forced to try
the fortune of a battle.

The King now decamped from

the Hecountry on
every fide, arrived again, after four days
march, in the neighbourhood of Amyclae
with all his army, about the middle of the
day.
Lycurgus, having in concert with his
friends and offtcers regulated all the plan of
the intended battle, marched out of the city,
with two thoufand men, and took pofTeffiori
of the ports round Menelaium. At the fame
time he ordered thofe that were left in the
lian diftricl,

and

city, carefully to

foon

as

wafting the

obferve the time, and as

they mould perceive his fignal, to

lead out their troops from

once, and range

them

many

parts at

in order of

battle,

with their front turned towards the Eurotas, and in the place in which that river
flowed neareft to the city. Such was the difpofition of Lycurgus and the Lacedaemonians.

But

the reader, from being unacwith the country of which we
are fpeaking, mould be loft in error and
left

quainted

we (hall -here point out the
nature of the feveral places, with the manner in which they are fituated
agreeably
to the method, which we have ftill obferved

uncertainty,

:

in
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work ; comparing

al^

ways, and bringing clofe together the parts
unknown, with thofe that are alknown,
and which have been before
ready
defcribed.
For fince, in reading the recital of engagements both by land and fea,
the want of having gained a perfeft knowledge of the peculiar face and difpolition
of the fcene of aftion, often proves the occafion of great miftakes ; and becaufe my
defign in all which I relate, is not fo much
to mew what a&ions were performed, as
the manner in which they feverally were
tranfadted ; I think it neceflary, to illuftrate
that are

all

great events,

and

efpecially

thofe

of

war, by defcribing the places in which they
happened, and diftinguifhing them by fome
precife

and accurate marks

bours, feas, and iflands

;

;

either

by harby

or elfe again,

the temples, mountains, and countries that
are near ; but chiefly by their polition with
refpedt to the quarters of the heavens, becaufe this diftin&ion is of all others the

moft commonly received and underftood.
For this indeed is the only method, as we
have obferved before, by which the reader
ever can acquire a right conception of thofe
countries,' to

which he

Sparta then, if
ral figure

and

is

a ftranger.

we confider

pofition,

is

it

in

its

gene-

a city of a circular

form, {landing in a plain. But the ground,
in certain parts that are within the circuit

of

202

The General History Book V.

of it, is rough and unequal, and rifes high
Clofe before the city, on
above the reft.
the fide towards the Eaft, flows the Eurotas ; a river lb large and deep, that during the greateft part of the year, it is not
Beyond this river, on the
to be forded.
fouth-eaft fide of the city, are thofe hills,

upon which

ftands

They

Menelaium.

are

rough, and difficult of afcent, and of a more
and command inthan common height
:

ground between the river and
the city.
For the river takes its courfe
and the
along the very border of the hills
whole Ipace from thence to Sparta does not
exceed a ftadium and a half in breadth.
Such was the Defile, through which
Philip, as he returned, muft be forced to
pafs: having on his left hand the city, with
the Lacedaemonians ranged in battle and
ready to engage ; and on his right, the River,
and Lycurgus, with the troops that were
But befides thefe difpofted upon the hills.

tirely all the

:

ficulties,

more
had ftopfome dis-

the Lacedaemonians, in order

effectually to obftrudt his paffage,

ed the courfe of the river, at
tance above the ground which we have
mentioned, and forced the waters to flow
over all the fpace that lay between the city
and the hills
fo that neither the Cavalry
nor Infantry could march that way with
fafety.
The Macedonians therefore had no

means

left

for

their

retreat,

but to lead
their
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clofe along the very foot

of the

they muft then have marched
with a very narrow and contracted Front,
it would fcarcely have been poffible to refift
hills.

the

But

as

of the enemy.

efforts

had confidered

all

When

thefe difficulties,

Philip

and had

held a confutation alfo with his Generals,

he judged
be

firft

the

hills.

it

neceffary, that

diflodged

from

Lycurgus mould
pofts upon

his

Taking with him

therefore the

mercenaries, the Peltaftas, and the Illyrians,

he paffed the river, and advanced tpwards
When Lycurgus faw what the
the enemy.
King defigned, he exhorted his troops to
perform their duty, and prepared them for
the combat.
At the fame time he gave the
fignal alfo to thofe that were in the city
who immediately drew out their forces, and
ranged them in order of battle before the
walls, with the Cavalry upon their right.
Philip, as he approached nearer to Lycurgus,
firft fent the mercenaries againft him, to begin the action. The Lacedaemonians therefore, v/ho were fuperior in the advantage of
their arms, and from the fituation alfo of
the ground upon which they ftood, for fome
time maintained the fight with the faireft
profpect of fuccefs.
But when Philip ordered the Peltaftas to advance, and fupport
the troops that were firft engaged, while
himfelf with the Illyrians prepared to fall
upon the enemy in their flank, the mercenaries,
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encouraged by this afliftance, preffed
the charge with greater vigour than before
while the Lacedaemonians, being ftruck
with terror at the approach of the heavyarmed forces, turned their backs and fled.
About a hundred of them were killed in the
and more than that number taken
place
naries,

prifoners.

The

reft

efcaped fafe into the

Lycurgus himfelf, with a fmall number of attendants, retreated through fome
private roads, and entered the city alfo in
city.

the night.
Philip having pofted the Illyrians upon the hills, from whence he had
diflodged the enemy, returned again to join
the reft of the array, with the Peltaftae and
the light-armed troops.
During this time the Phalanx had begun
their march from Amyclae under the conduct
of Aratus, and were now arrived near the
city.

The King

therefore pafled the river

with the light-armed forces, the Peltafta?,
and a body of Cavalry, in order to fuftain
the attack of the Lacedaemonians, till the
heavy-armed troops, who continued their
march along the fides of the hills, fhould
have paffed through the defile with fafety.
The Lacedaemonians, advancing from the
city, charged firft the Cavalry of the King.
But as the action foon became more general,
and was fuftained by the Peltaftas with the
greateft bravery, the victory was again
wholly turned to the fide of Philip, who,
drove
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drove back the Lacedsemonian Cavalry, and
He then
purfued them even to the gates.
pafTed again the river, and doling the rear
of all the Phalanx, continued his march
forwards, without any lofs.
He had juft now gained the end of the
defile, when the night fuddenly came on,
and forced him to incamp, without advanIt happened that the
cing any farther.

which the guides were thus compeled as it were by accident to mark out for
the incampment, was that very ground,
which an army would take by choice, If
their intention was to pafs beyond the city
of Sparta, and to make incurlions upon the
Lacedemonian territory. For it was lituated at the extremity of this defile of which
we have been fpeaking, in the road which
leads to Lacedaemon, not only from Tegea,
but from all the inland parts of Peloponnefus, and flood clofe upon the border of
the river, at the diftance of two ftadia only
from the city. The fide that looked towards the river and the city, was covered
by fteep and lofty precipices, which were
place,

almoft inacceffible.

And

above thefe rocks,
was a level plain, which abounded both with
earth and water, and was alfo fo difpofed,
that an army might at all times enter it, or
retire again with fafety.
In a word, whoever has once gained pofleffion of this plain,

with the precipices

like wife that are

round
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tacks from the fide of Sparta, but is the
matter alfo of every thing that enters or
returns through the Defile.
Philip, having here fixed his camp, in
full fecurity, on the following day fent his
baggage away before, and then drew out
all his forces in order of battle, upon the
plain, in fight of the city.
And when he
had flood for fome time in that difpofition,
he then turned afide, and directed his route
towards Tegea.
Arriving at the place, in
which the battle had been fought between
Antigonus and Cleomenes, he there incamped ; and on the following day, when he had
firft viewed all the neighbouring pofts, and
offered ficrifice to the Gods upon the

mountains Eva and Olympius, he ftrengthened the rear of his army, and continued his march forwards to Tegea :
and having there fold all his booty, he
paffed from thence through Argos, and arIn this place he was met
rived at Corinth.
by fome embaffadors from Rhodes and Chios,
who came to mediate a peace. The King,
diffembling his intentions, allured the

em-

he had been always ftrongly
inclined, and ftill was ready, to put an end
to the war ; and difmiffed them, with orders that they mould employ all their power
to lead the iEtolians into the fame fentiments.
He then went down to Lechaeum,
baffadors, that

defign-
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cis, in order to carry into execution in that

province fome deflgns of great importance.

CHAP.

III.

A T this time Leontius, Megaleas, and
XJL Ptolemy, being perfuaded that they
fhould yet be able to intimidate the King,

and by that means obliterate all their former crimes, dropped whifpers of fedition
among the Peltaftae and the foldiers of the
Guard and reprefented to them, that while
they alone of all the army were at all times
the firft expofed to danger for the common
fafety of the reft, they not only were defrauded of their ancient privileges, but
robbed alfo of that {hare in the divifion of
the plunder, which by long cuftom they had
:

The young men,

inflamed
by thefe difcourfes, ran together in a body,
and began to pillage the houfes of the moft
favoured Courtiers, and even attempted to
burft the doors, and to break through the
roof of the apartments of the King.
In a
Ihort time therefore, the whole city was
filled with uproar and with tumult.
Philip, being informed of this diforder, came
running in great hafte from Lechasum back
to Corinth. And having aflembled the Macedonians in the Theatre, he endeavoured,
both by admonition and by threatenings, to
a right to claim.

bring

co"8
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bring them to a fcnfe of their mifcondud.
But as the confufion ftill increafed, fome
were of opinion, that the chief leaders of
the tumult mould be feized and put to death
while others judged it to be far more prudent
to quiet the commotion by gentle means,
and that no refentment ihould be fhewn,
on account of what had happened. The

King concealing his
peared to yield to this

own

fentiments, ap-

and after
fome general exhortations, returned back again to Lechasnm. For though he v£ry well
knew, by whofe contrivance the fedition
had been raifed, yet the times forced him
to diffemble.
After this diforder, he was
laft

advice

;

no longer able to carry into execution thofe
deligns, which had invited him to Phocis.
But Leontius, perceiving that all his projects ftill were fruftrated, and having thrown
away all hope of being able to fucceed in any
new attempt, was now forced to call Apelles to his affiftance.

He

fent therefore re-

peated meffengers, urging him to return from
Chalcis, and informing him of all the danger
and perplexity in which he had been involved, from having oppofed the counfels of the
King. Apelles, during his abode in Chalcis, had raifed his credit to a very high dereprefenting the King,
gree of infolence
:

upon all occafions, as a young man, that
was wholly governed by him and who had
devolved upon him all the royal power, with
the
4
:
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S.

The
the intire adniiniftration of the State.
Magiftrates therefore, and the other Officers
of Macedon and Theffaly, referred to him

And in
alone the cenfure of their conduct.
every city alfo of Greece, whenever any De crees were made, any honours paid, or prefents offered,

made of

tion

and governed

there was fcarcely any
Philip.
all.

men-

Apelles obtained

The King had

all,

been for

a long time paft informed of thefe proceed-

But though he bore the infult with
great uneafinefs and pain, and was urged
clofely by Aratus to apply fome remedy, he
fo well concealed his fentiments, that no
perfon yet was able to difcover what mealures he had refolved to take.
Apelles, being ignorant of all that was designed againft him, and not doubting but
that, as foon as he fhould appear again in
the prefence of the King, all things would
be adminiftered by his directions as before,
returned in hafte from Chalcis to fupport his
As he came near to Corinth, Lefriends.
ontius, Ptolemy, and Megaleas, who commanded the Peltaftae, with the reft of the
moft diftingui fried bodies of the army, employed all their pains to engage the troops
to meet him at fome diftance from the city.

ings.

Apelles therefore entered in a kind Triumph ; attended by great numbers both

of

officers

Vol.

and

II.

foldiers

and went direcliy
towards

O

2io
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towards the apartments of the fcing. But
as he was going to enter, agreeably to his
former cuftom, a Lictor, who had before
received his orders, flopped him from advancing, and told him that the King was
Apelles flood for fomc
not then at leifure.
time fixed in doubt and wonder, at a treatment fo ftrange and unexpected, and after-

wards retired in great diforder. The company that had attended in his train all fell away
before his face ; fo that at laft he was followed to his houfe by his own fervants
only.
Thus it is that all men, in the courfe
even of one fhort moment, attain the higheft elevation, and again are funk in ruin.
But this chiefly happens to thofe that are
found in the courts of Kings. For as the
Counters,
are

that

are- ufed

in

made fometimes equal

fometimes

who

up the account ;
are either rich and

T

titute

to

a

Talent,

to a Farthing, at the will of

cafts

likew ife

calculation,

and involved

him

thefe

men

fplendid,

def-

fo

in wretchednefs, as the

nod of their Prince decrees. Megaleas, perceiving that he had hoped in vain to be protected by the power of Apelles againft the
danger which fo nearly threatened him, refolved to fave himfelf by flight. The King
fometimes admitted Apelles to his prefence,
favoured him with fom€ flight marks of
honour
but excluded him from all his
;

counfels

;
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and from rhe banquets which he.

celebrated with his friends, after the bufinefs

of the day. Within fome days afterwards,
he failed to Phocis from Lechasum, taking
But he was forced
Apelles alfo with him.
to return again from Elatea, without being
able to accomplifh his defigns.
Megaleas
feized the occafion of his abfence, and fled

to Athens

;

leaving Leontius engaged for the

twenty

talents

demned

to pay.

which he had been con-

And when

the Magistrates

of Athens refufed to receive him within
their city, he retired to Thebes.
The King embarked at Cirrha with his
guards, and having landed in the port of
Sicyon, went from thence into the city, and,
paying no regard to the invitation of the
Magiftrates, lodged himfelf in the Houfe
of Aratus, with whom he paffed all his
time> and fent Apelles back to Corinth.
As foon alfo as he was informed that Megaleas had fled, he ordered Taurion to march
with the Peltafte, who were commanded
by Leontius, into Triphylia
on pretence
that they were there to be employed in
fome action of importance. But as foon as
they had left the city, he ordered Leontius
to be led away to prifon, on account of the
Fine, for which he was engaged as furety
;

The Peltafta?, being foon informed, by mefTengers that were fent to them

for Megaleas.

O

2

from

212

The General History

Book V.

from Leon tius, of the danger into which
he had fallen, immediately deputed fome of
their body to the King ; to defire, that if
Leontius was charged with any 'new offence,
no judgment might be paffed upon him before their return ; that other wife, they mould
think themfelves defpifed and greatly injured for fuch was the freedom with which the
Macedonians always were accuftomed to adThey added alfo, that
drefs their Kings.
if nothing more was demanded of him, than
to pay the twenty Talents for Megaleas,
they would themfelves difcharge the debt
by common contribution. But this eagernefs, w hich the foldiers fhewed to fave Le:

r

King much
him ; and haftened the order

ontius, ferved only to incenfe the

more

againft

for his death.

About this time, the embafladors of
Rhodes and Chios returned from iEtolia,
having fettled a Truce of thirty days. They
allured the King, that the iEtolians were
inclined to peace
and that if he would
confent to meet their deputies at Rhium,
on a day which they had named, he would
find- them heartily dilpofed to give a quick
:

determination to the war. Philip confentcd
to the Truce ; and wrote alfo to the Allies,
that they mould fend to Patrae fome perfons
to deliberate with him concerning the conditions of the

peace.

He

then embarked
at

Chap.
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Lechaeum, and

after

two days
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failing, ar-

In this place he received
Phocis, which had been
from
letters
fome
written by Megaleas to the /Etolians ; exhorting them to perfift in the war with conrived at Patras.

and a (Turing them that Philip
would foon be forced, by the w ant of necessaries, to abandon all his projects.
There
were added alfo many fevere and injurious
calumnies, with regard both to the conduct
and the perfon of the King. Philip, when
fidence

;

r

was now fully fenwas the chief contriver of
all that had been done to obftruct his meafures.
He gave orders therefore, that he
fhould immediately be feized, and fent away
under a guard to Corinth, together with his
Son, and a young man his Favourite.
At
the fame time he ordered Alexander to go
to Thebes, and to cite Megaleas before the
Magift rates for the payment of his Fine.
But when this was done, Megaleas, not

he had feen
fi ble

thefe letters,

that Apelles

'

waiting for the fentence. deftroyed himfelf with his own hands.
Within fome
days afterwards, Apelles alfo died, together

with
fate,
fate,

and Favourite. Such was the
which at laft befel thefe traitors ; a
that was in juftice due to all their paft
his Son,

tranfactions,

and

efpecially to their infolent

attempts againft Aratus.

The. /Etolians had wifhed indeed with

O

3

earned-
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earneftnefs to be delivered from a war, that
preffed them clofely on every fide, and which
had proved in all points contrary to that which
For they had
they had expected from it.

vainly hoped^ that they

fhould be able to

deal with Philip, as with a Child, that
deftitute of
this

knowledge and experience.

Prince, both in forming

was
But

his defigns,

and in carrying them alfo into execution,
had fhewn himfelf to be a perfect man
while themfelves, on the other hand, ap:

peared contemptible as children ; as well in
every fingle enterprize, as in the general conBut when they received
duel: of the war.
the news of the fedition that was raifed
among the troops, and of the deaths of Apelles and Leontius, they began to be perfuaded, that fuch diforders might enfue, as
would create no fmall embaraiTment to the
King. Flattered therefore by this hope,
they neglected to fend their deputies to
Rhium on the appointed day*. The King
feized with joy the occaiion that was thus
thrown into his hands for continuing the
war both becaufe he had the greateft hopes
of a happy iffue from it ; and had alfo fe:

cretly refolved, before

would employ

all his

he arrived, that he
power to retard and

the treaty.
Inftead therefore of
advifmg the confederates who had joined
him, to entertain any thoughts of peace,
he

obftrucl:
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he 011 the contrary encouraged them ftill to
purfue the war with vigour ; and then failed
back again to Corinth. From thence he
fent

the Macedonians away through Thef-

faly,

to pafs the winter in their

own coun-

while himfelf embarked at Cenchrea?,
and failing round the coaft of Attica, arrived, through the Buripus, at Demetrias.
And there finding Ptolemy, who alone was
left of thofe that had been engaged in the
confpiracy with Leontius, he brought him
try

:

to a trial before fome Macedonian judges,
by whofe fentence he was condemned to die.
This was the time, in which Annibal,
having entered Italy, was incamped in light
of the Roman army upon the banks of the

Antiochus alfo, having fubduedthe greateft part of Ccele-fyria, had juft
now difmiffed his army to their winter
About the fame time Lycurgus,
quarters.
King of Lacedasmon, was forced to fly into
iEtolia, to avoid the fury of the Ephori.
For thefe magiftrates, deluded by a falfe reriver Po.

port, that

he defigned

fome diforhad drawn together

to raife

ders in the government,

a numerous party, and

came

to feize

him in

by night. But as he had received
timely warning of the danger, he found
means to efcape with all his family.
The winter was now far advanced, and
Philip had retired to Macedon.
Epenitus

his houfe

O

4

.

alfo,
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the Achaean Praetor, was fo funk in credit and efteem, as well among the troops of
alfo,

the Republick as the mercenaries, that no
fefpeft was paid to his commands, nor any

meafures taken to fecure the country againll
the incurfions of the enemy.
The General
of the Eleans, Pyrrhias, having reflected
on thefe circumftances, took with him fourteen hundred iEtolians, the mercenaries of
the Eleans, and the forces alfo of the province, amounting to one thoufand Foot and
two hundred Horfe, fo that the whole number of his forces was about three thoufand
men, and made many depredations without
remiffion upon the lands of the Dymaeans,
the Pharaeans, and Patraeans
and having
:

incamped upon a hill called Panachaicus, which ftood above the city of Patrae, he ravaged all the country as far as
iEgium and Rhium. The cities, being thus
infulted anddeftroyed, and not able to obtain
any effectual fuccours, began to withhold
their contributions to the war. The mercenaries on the other band, perceiving that
the payment of their ftipends was from time
to time neglected and delayed, refufed to
at laft

And
to the affiftance of the country.
thus while both fides gratified alike their

march

mutual difcontent, the diforder was
creafed,

from the

till

the troops

fervice.

at

laft

all

Such were the

ftill

in-

deferted

effects

of
the

ofPOLYBIUS.
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the incapacity and weaknefs of Eperatus.
But while all things were thus tending fart
to ruin, his administration

came

at laft

to

approach of fummer, he
and the Achasans made
refigned his office
choice of the eldcrAratus to be Praetor. Such
was the condition of affairs in Europe,

At

an end.

the

:

CHAP.
FROM
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thefe tranfadtions, fince

we

arrived at a fui table period

are

with

relpecl to time, as well as at a proper paufe

likewife in the relation of affairs,

go on

to defcribe

ring the courfe

beginning, as

what

of

we

this

firft

we

fhall

dufame Olympiad

paffed in Afia

defigned,

with the

war

in which Antiochus and Ptolemy were
engaged together for the fovereignty of
Ccele-fyria.
For though this war, with
reipect both to the commencement and the
progrefs of it, was coincident with that
which we have laft defcribed, and was extended alfo beyond the time in which we
have now broken our narration, yet it feemed moft proper that we fhould give in this
place a diftincl: relation of it, and feparate
it from the affairs of Greece.
Nor will the
reader find it difficult to apprehend the exact time in

which

tranfadted

fince

5

all

things feverally

we have

were

already taken care,
in

21S The
in relating
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all

that paffed in Greece, to

tion always the

V.

men-

beginning and the end of

the chief events that happened at the fame
time in Alia. But that our work might

be in every part intelligible and
feemed, as we have laid, moil
that

two

clear, it

proper,
fhould feparate the affairs of thefe
countries, during the courfe only of

we

this

Olympiad.

we

mall interweave together in joint or-

der,

all

For in thofe that follow

the great

tranfactions

coincident in time, and relate

happened from year

As my Defign

that

them

as

were
they

to year.

indeed, the moft impor-

if I may be allowed to
of all that have hitherto been formed,
is net to write the hiflory of any Angle
country, but to include together all the fortunes and tranfactions of every people and
of every nation in the habitable earth, it
will in a more efpecial manner be incumbent
on me, to difpofe and regulate the whole
with fuch fkill and care, as that the order
and connection of all that I relate may be
as well
diftinctly underftood,
fully and

tant

fay

and extenfive,

it,

through the work in general,
feveral parts.

With

as

this defign, I

alfo in it's

mall

now

look back to the earlier parts of the reign
of Antiochus, and Ptolemy ; and beginning
from fome certain and eftabliftied facts, from
thence lead the reader to the war which I

am
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Nor is this care to
going to defcribe.
be regarded as a matter of fmall importance.
For when the Ancients faid, that a work
begun was half completed, their intention
was to warn us, that, in every undertaking,
our greatefr pains fhould be employed, to
And though
make a good beginning.
this manner of expreffion may be thought
by many to be raifed beyond the truth, yet

am

my judgement it rather falls below it.
For we may boldly fay, not only that a
work begun is half completed, but alfo,

in

connected clofely even
can we properly
begin, unlefs we have viewed our undertaking to it's utmoft bounds y and known,

that the beginning

with the end.

is

For

how

-

from whence the work
limits

we

is

to proceed, to

what

and what

alfo is

defign to extend

it,

the end propofed ? Or how again fhall wc
be able, to give any fummary account of all
that the

work

contains, unlefs v/e

firft

com-

pare together the beginning with the end,
and place before us in one view the commencement, order, connection, and depen-

of thofe events, of which we defign to treat ? As the Beginning therefore
clofely joined not only with the
is thus
middle of the work, but alfo with the end,
it ought at all times to engage the chief
attention, both of thofe that write, and thofe
alfo that read a General Hiftory.
And this

dencies

is

2

22o
is
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that,

which

I

mall myfelf endeavour to

obferve with the greateft care.
1

am

not ignorant indeed,

that

many

others have boafted, like myfelf, that they

have written a General Hiftory ; and that
is the greateft and the mod
important, of any that were ever offered to
Among thefe is Ephorus ; who
the world.
was the firft, and is indeed the only one,
who feems to have been in truth engaged
With regard to
in fuch an undertaking.

their project

all

the

fhall

I

reft,

at

prefent forbear to

will only fay, that we
our times fome Hiftorians,
who, when they have given a flight account,
within the compafs of a few pages only,
of the war of Annibal againft the Romans,
have boldly called their work a General

name them

:

and

have feen in

Hiftory.

And

yet

all

men know,

that at

time were accomplifhed many very fignal and important actions, both in Spain
and Afric, in Sicily and Italy ; and that this
war, the moft celebrated, and if we except
the firft war of Sicily, the longeft alfo in
it's continuance of any that we have ever
known, drew the eyes of all mankind towards it, and filled their minds with anxiYet thefe Hiftoous fear for the event.
rians, when they have recorded fewer fa£ts,
than even thofe Painters, who, in fome of
the cities of Greece, are employed from
time
this
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time to time to draw upon the walls a flight
and general iketch of any actions that have
happened, make no fcruple to affirm, that
they have included in their work the
conduct, and the various fortunes, of the
But to fay the
Barbarians and the Greeks.
truth, as on the one hand nothing is fo
eafy, as to engage, by words, in the molt
extenfive undertakings ; fo on the other,
nothing is more difficult, than to carry any

For

great defign effectually into execution.

within the power of all, who
mare of confidence.
But the latter is the portion of a few ;
and can fcarcely be accomplifhed, even in
the courfe of a long and laborious life. Let

the

firft

lies

poffefs only a fufficient

thefe reflections therefore ferve to
in

fome

writers,

ductions.
jedt,

degree

who
I

the

arrogance

fo vainly extol their

now

from whence

moderate
of thofe

own

proreturn again to the fubI

was led into

this

di-

greffion.

Ptolemy, who was furnamed Philopator,
having after the death of his F ather deftroyed his Brother Magas with all his

As by
he had freed himfelf from the
dread of any domeftick tumults, fo fortune
alfo feemed to have fecured him againft all
danger from abroad.
For Seleucus and
Antigonus both were dead and Antiochus
and Philip, who fucceeded in their king-

friends,

reigned alone in iEgypt.

this exploit

:

dom
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doms, were

ftill in their moft tender age.
Flattered therefore by this profpect of tran-

quillity

and

eafe,

he began to wafte his time

in one continual courfe of fports and pleafures;

fecluding himfelf from every kind

of bufinefs ; and not permitting either the
Nobles of his court, or thofe that were intrufted with the adminiftration of the kingdom, ever to approach him. With regard
alfo to all the foreign provinces, the Governours were left to purfue their own defigns,
without any inquiry or reftraint. And yet
thefe were the parts of their dominions,
which all former Kings had at all times
thought more worthy of their attention,
even than /Egypt. For thus, while they
were mafters of Cyprus and of Ccele-fyria,
they lay clofe upon the Kings of Syria both
by land and fea. Poffeffed alfo of the moft
harbours
confiderable cities,
ports, and
along the coaft, from Pamphylia towards
the Hellefpont, as far as Lyfimachia, they
were always able to controul the powers of
Afia, and the Iflands.
And, even with reIpccl: to Thrace and Macedon, they were
ftill ready to attend to all commotions, and
danger that might threaten
them, while they held a garrifon in /Enos
and Maronen, and in fome cities alfo that
were beyond them. By this wife policy,
while their power v/as fpread v/ide abroad,
they reigned in full fecurity in /Egypt, which
repel

every

was
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againft all attacks by the barrier
of their diftant provinces. It was not without good reafon therefore, that they ftill
watched over the condition of thefe counBut Ptolemy
tries with extreme attention.
and abandoned himrejected all this care
felf at once to obfcene amours and mad debauchery, without any intermiffion or reAnd from hence it happened, as it
ferve.
might indeed be reafonably expected, that
within a fhort time afterwards many defigns
were formed, to deprive him both of his
kingdom and his life.
The firft attempt was made againft him
by Cleomenes the Spartan. This Prince,
during the life-time of Euergetes, who had
entered into a clofe alliance with him, remained fatisfied and quiet ; being perfuaded,
,that he mould be able to obtain at feme
convenient time the afliftance that was necefTary to recover again his paternal kingdom. But when that Monarch had been
fome time dead, and the affairs of Greece
were in fuch condition that they feemed
aloud to demand Cleomenes ; when Antigonus was now alfo dead, the Achaeans involved in war, and the Lacedaemonians,

was covered

:

purfuing that very project: which Cleomenes
himfelf had formed, had joined their arms
with the iEtolians againft the Macedonians
and Achseans ; he was impatient to be gone

from Alexandria, and urged

his

departure

with
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with the

greateft earneftnefs.

defired to be dilmifled, with

He
fome

at

V

#

firft

fuitablc

and ftores. And when
this requeft was wholly difregarded, he
begged that himfelf at leaft might be permitted to leave the kingdom with his family , fince the times were now fo favourable
for obtaining again the
fovereignty* of
been
had
he
deprived.
The king,
which
being immerfed in floth and pleafure, paying no attention to any thing that was before him, and utterly regardlefs alfo of the
fupplies of troops

ftill foolifhly refufed to hear the peof Cleomenes. But Sofibius, who was
then the firft in the adminiftration of the
kingdom, affembled together his friends, to
confider what was moft proper to be done,
In this Council it was foon determined, that
they would not fend back Cleomenes with a
For befides that, from the
fleet and forces.
time in which Antigonus had died, they had

future,
titions

intirely

difregarded

all

the affairs

abroad,

and on that account confidered the expence,
that muft attend this expedition, as a thing
unnecefiary ; they were apprehenfive likewife, that as there was now no general left,
that was equal to Cleomenes, this Prince
would foon be able to fubdue all Greece
with little difficulty, and might then turn
his arms perhaps againft themfelves, and
become to iEgypt a moft dangerous and formidable enemy. And this indeed was rather
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ther to be dreaded, becaufe he had viewed
the whole ftate of their affairs in the cleareft light ; had conceived a high and juft con-

tempt of the conduct and manners of the

King 5 and had

alfo feen,

that

many

parts

of their dominions were independent, and
and offered
far feparated from the reft,

many

favourable opportunities for adlion to

a dexterous enemy.

were many

fhips at

number

For at this time there
Samos and a confider-

of troops at Ephefus.
From thefe reafons they concluded, that it
was by no means proper to furnifh him
with the fupplies that were defired. On
the other hand, if they fhould difmifs a
man fo great and eminent, after they had
thus contemptuoufly flighted his requeft, it
was manifeft that he would from thence
become their moft implacable and fharpeft
enemy.
It remained therefore, that, in
fpite of his own defire and inclinations, he
fhould be ftill detained at Alexandria.
But
this defign was at once, without delibeFor they judged
ration, condemned by all.
it to be much too dangerous, to fhut up
a Lion in the fame fold with Sheep.
Sofibius, more than all the reft, was apprehenfive of the ill effects of fuch a meafure ;
from the reafons which I am going to relate.
At the time when the defion was formed
to deftroy Magas and Berenice, the perable

fons

who

Vol.

alfo

conducted
II.

it

were

P

diftradted

with
no

226 The General History Book V.
no fmall follicitude ; chiefly, left the bold
and refolute fpirit of the Princefs mould
baffle their attempts, and defeat the whole
In this apprehenfion, they employed great pains to draw the courtiers to
their party ; and promifed large rewards to

confpiracy.

all,

mould be

in cafe that their project

tended with fuccefs.

Among

the

reft,

at-

So-

had recourfe cfpecially to Cleomenes ;
he knew to be a man of deep fenfe
and judgement, well verfed in the conduct
of great affairs, and who at this time was
folliciting fome affiilance from the King.
Flattering him therefore with the hopes of
obtaining all that he defired, he difclofed to
him the fecret of the whole defign. Cleomenes, perceiving that his mind was filled with
doubt and apprehenfion, and that he dreaded more efpecially fome refiftance from the
libius

whom

foreign troops, exhorted

him

to lay afide his

and promifed, that thefe mercenaries,
inftead of taking arms againft him, mould
be even ready to afiift him in his project, in
fears

->

cafe that there

when

mould be occaiion

for

it.

furance,

"

Do

you not

fee,

continued he,

that there are here three thoufand

men from
who

Peloponneflis, and a thoufand Cretans
all,

And

Sofibius appeared furprized at this af-

at the

leaft

nod which

I

;

mall make,

execute your orders ? And
thefe troops are drawn together for
your defence, what have you left to dread ?
the

will

when

join

to
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Soli-

bius heard this difcourfe with pleafure ; and
was greatly encouraged by it to perfift in
his defign.
But afterwards, when he faw
the weaknefs and effeminacy of the King,
the words that were now fpoken by Cleomenes, were for ever prefent to his mind;

and forced

him

to refled: continually

upon

the enterprizing difpofition of this Prince,

and the favour in which he ftood among the
mercenaries.
At this time therefore, he refolved to engage his friends, and Ptolemy
himfelf, to confent that Cleomenes fhould
be feized, and fhut up in clofe confinement.
And this was foon effe&ed in the following
manner.
There was a certain Meflenian named
Nicagoras, who had received the rights of
hofpitality from the father of Archidamus,
and from thence fome
king of Lacedaemon
kind of intercourfe, though flight and general, had been ftill preferved between the Son
But when Archidamus,
alfo and himfelf.
in order to avoid the vengeance of Cleomenes, was forced to fly from Sparta, and
fought refuge in Meflene, Nicagoras received him into his houfe, and fupplied him
with all neceflaries
and as they converfed
:

:

together continually, a mutual inclination
to

each other by degrees took place, which

at laft

was ripened

confidence and

into

the moft perfedt

friendship.

P

2

When

Cleo-

menes
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therefore, fome time afterwards, gave
hopes that he would again be reconciled to
Archidamus, and permit him to return,
Nicagoras was employed at his own requeft
to fettle the conditions of the treaty.
And
when thefe were on both fides ratified,

menes

Archidamus fet out to return to Sparta ;
and thought himfelf fecure in the agreement, that had been thus negotiated by
But Cleomenes met him upon
his friend.
the road, and killed him ; but fuffered Nicagoras, with the reft of the attendants, to
Nicagoras concealed his fentiments,
and outwardly profefled great obligations to
Cleomenes, who had thus fpared his life.
But in his mind he bore a ftrong refent- I
ment of the adtion becaufe it feemed, that I
through his means chiefly the King had I
fallen into the fnare, that proved fo fatal
to him.
This man then, about the time of which
we are fpeaking, arrived at Alexandria, with I
fome Horfes which he had brought to fell. I
As he came to land, he faw Cleomenes,
who was walking with Hippitas and Pan- I
teuS) near the harbour.
Cleomenes faluted
him with great affection, and inquired the
And when Nica- J
bufinefs of his voyage.
goras told him, that he had brought fome
horfes;
"I could wifh, faid he, moft
heartily, that you had rather brought fome
Catamites and Dancers ; for thefe are the
amufeefcape.

:

•

>

jj

:

i<

)
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prefent King." Nicagoras

But fome
then fmiled, but made no reply.
days afterwards, being admitted, upon the
bufinefs of his horfes, to the prefence of
Sofibius, in order to incenfe him againft
Cleomenes, he reported to him this dif-

And when he

courfe.

was heard with

pleafure,

own

the grounds of his

he

he difcovered

all

averfion againft that

When

Prince.
in reality

fered to

that

obferved,

Sofibius found that he was
an enemy to Cleomenes, he of-

him fome

confiderable prefents, and

prcmifing alfo more, prevailed upon him to
write a letter, which fhould contain fome
charge againft Cleomenes, and to leave it
fealed,

with orders to a fervant

to deliver

it,

within fome days after his departure.
Nicagoras entered readily into all the project
and failed away from Alexandria. The
Letter was then delivered to Sofibius ; who
carried it, together with the fervant, to the
The Servant declared, that NicagoKing.
ras

had

left

the

letter,

with orders, that he

The

fhould deliver

it

itfelf imported,

that Cleomenes, if the

fhould
that

ftill

to

perfift

were neceflary

folved foon to raife

kingdom.

Sofibius.

in refufing

letter

King

the fupplies

had refome commotions in the
for his return,

Sofibius, feizing the occafion,
urged the King, and all that were about
him, to admit no delay, but inftantly to
P 3
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prevent the treafon, by fecuring the perfon

And

of Cleomenes.

They

done.

allotted

was

this accordingly

to

him

for

his

refi-

pence a Houfe of great extent, in which he
was guarded carefully fo that he differed
:

no

from other prifoners, except
only that his prifon was of larger fize.
Cleomenes, when he had weighed all the
circumftances of his prefent ftate, and perceived that there was no room left for hope,
was determined to attempt and hazard every
in

refpedt

thing, in order to regain his liberty: not

much

fo

in expedtation that

he fhould be
was
means ; but

able to fucceed in the defign, fince he
deflitute

rather,

of all the neceflfary
becaufe he had refolved to

die a
without
fuffering
death,
any
thing
glorious

that

might

difgrace his

having

fixed, as

tention

upon

former greatnefs

I fuppofe,

that noble

his

whole

at-

fentiment of the

men of elevated minds

Poet, fo flattering to

Welcome,

fate

!

J

Tis true I perifh, yet I perilh great
Yet in a mighty deed I fhall expire
Let future ages hear it, and admire. *

Having waited therefore, till the King
was gone from Alexandria to Canopus, he
then fpread a report

among

he fhould foon obtain
this pretence, he feafted

his
all

his Guards, that
liberty.

his family

Upon
;

and

diftributed
* Mr. Pope,

Iliad 22*
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The Guards,
wine, and crowns of flowers.
pot fufpecting any kind of fraud, gave full
And when
indulgence to their appetites.
at laft they had drunk to great excefs, Cieomenes, with his friends and fervants, having poniards in their hands, palled through
them unperceived, about the middle of the
When they came into the ftreet,
day.
they there met Ptolemy, who, in the abfence
of the King, was intrufted with the government of the city and having ftruck a ter:

him from
and fhut him up ; and then
called aloud to the people, to refume their
But when the multitude were all
Liberty.
fo ftruck with terror at the boldnefs of the
attempt, that none approached to join them*
ror into his attendants, they pulled

his Chariot,

they directed their way towards the Citadel ;
with defign to force their entrance, and take
But the
the prifoners to their affiftance.
officers, in apprehenfion of this accident,
had ftrongly barred the gates. Difappointed
therefore in this hope likewife, they at laft
killed themfelves with their own poniards
and thus fhewed a courage that was truly
Spartan.
In this manner fell Cleomenes
a Prince, whofe manners were dexterous and
inftnuating, as his capacity in the adminiftration of affairs was great
and who, to.
exprefs his character in a word, was moft
P 4
admirably
:

:
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admirably formed by nature, both for a
General and a King.
Within a fhort time after this event,
Theodotus the Governour of Ccele-fyria, an
iEtolian by his birth, refolved to enter into
treaty with Antiochus, and to deliver to him
the cities of his Province.
He was urged

which
he had conceived of Ptolemy, on account of
his lazy and luxurious life ; and partly alfo
becaufe he was perfuaded, that fome ill deiigns had been formed againft himfelf by
the minifters of the court.
For not long
before, though he had performed many important fervices, as well on other occafions,,
as more efpecially at the time in which Antiochus firlt invaded Ccele-fyria, he not only
had received no reward or favour, but on the
contrary was ordered to return to Alexandria, and even found it difficult to efcape
with life. Antiochus received his offer
with the greateft joy and the agreement
was in a fhort time fully regulated. But
we fhall now perform for this Houfe likewife, what we have done with refpecl: to
Ptolemy ; and looking back to the time,
in which Antiochus began to reign, fhall
from thence give a fhort account of the

to this defign, partly by the contempt

:

chief events, to the commencement of
the war which we are now preparing to
defcribe.
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ANTIOCHUS

was the youngeft
of Seleucus, furnamed CalliAs foon as his Father was dead,
nicus.
and his elder Brother had, in right of his
birth, fucceeded in the throne, he at firfl
retired from the court, and fixed his refidence in the upper Alia. But fome time
afterwards, when his Brother, having paffed
Mount Taurus with an army, was deprived
of his life by treachery, as we before related, he returned, and took pofTeffion of
the kingdom ; leaving to Achseus the government of the country that was on this fide
of Mount Taurus. At the fame time alfo
he intrufted to the care of Molon, and of
Alexander Molon's brother, all the upper
provinces; and appointed the firft to be
governour of Media, and the other of Perfis.
But not long afterwards, thefe two, defpifing the King on account of his tender
age, being incited alfo by the hope that
Achaeus might be engaged to enter with
them into their defign, but chiefly becaufe
they dreaded the cruel difpofition, and the
wicked arts of Hermias, who was then
the firft in the administration of affairs, refon

folved to

throw off

employ

their

all

and
power, to engage the uptheir

allegiance,

per provinces to revolt.
3

Hermias

*34 The General History Book V.
Hermias was by birth a Carian ; and had
been intrufted with the fupreme direction of
the kingdom by Seleucus, the brother of
Antiochus, when he fet out upon his expedition towards Mount Taurus. Raifed to this
high poft, he grew jealous of all befides that
were in any manner diftinguimed in the
court.
And being by nature cruel, he
fometimes aggravated little faults into crimes
of moment, and punifhed them with the
laft feverity. Sometimes, himfelf both forged the accufation, and decided as the Judge,
without any remorfe or pity. Above all the
reft, he wifhed moft earneftly for fome occafion, by which he might deftroy Epigenes,

who had

led the forces back, that

had

at-

tended on Seleucus.
For he knew that he
was a man of eminent abilities, both in the,
cabinet and the field ; and that his authoing

among the troops was great. Havmarked him therefore, as the chief ob-

ject

of his fear and hatred, he attended

rity alfo

carefully to every accident, that

might

fur-

him with fome pretence againft him.
when the King had called together a Council to deliberate on the mea-

nifh

At

this time,

were moft proper to be taken,
rebels, and had commanded
every man to fpeak his fentiments, Epigenes, who rofe up the firft, advifed, that, in
a matter of fo near and great importance,
no moment mould be loft that the King
himfures that

againft

the

:
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himfelf fhould haften in perfon to the place,

and not fuffer the occafion to efcape
that,
by his prefence in the country with a fufficient force, either Molon mull: at once be
forced to abandon his defigns, or in cafe that
he ftill mould have the boldnefs to perfift,
the people would all join to feize, and deliver him a prifoner to the King.
He had
fcarcely ended, when Hermias, rifing full
of rage, declared, that Epigenes, for a long
time paft, had harboured fecretly fuch counfels in his heart, as were the moft pernicious to the kingdom; but that now his
fen timents had appeared without difguife,
iince he had thus urged the King to march
:

in perfon into a

country that was

armed

againft him, with a force too fmall for his

and in a word, to throw himfelf
at once into the power of the rebels.
He
then faid no more ; but being fatisfied with
having ftamped this firft bad impreffion of
Epigenes, fo that his words feemed rather
the effedt of an inconfiderate and hafty
peevifhnefs, than of any fettled hatred, he
went on to deliver his own opinion , which
fecurity,

.

was, that the King mould lay afide all
thoughts of marching againft Molon, and
rather turn his arms againft the King of
iEgypt.
For being himfelf unfkilled in
the affairs of war, he feared to encounter
with the danger, which this expedition
feemed to promife and was perfuaded on
:

the
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the other hand, that Ptolemy, a 'prince immerfed in floth and pleafure, might he atHaving thus
tacked with little hazard.
ftruck a terror into all the members of the
council, he gave to Xenon, and to Theodotus, a native of Hermione, the conduct
of the forces that were ordered to be fent
againft the rebels.

From time alfo, he never ceafed to prefs
the King continually, to enter Ccele-fyria
with an army being perfuaded, that if this
young Prince fhould be once inclofed on
every fide by war, perplexed with difficulties,
and diftrefied by danger, he would
ftand fo much in need of his conftant counfel and affiftance, that he never would be
able to entertain a thought of inquiring into
any of his former faults, or make any attempt to diveft him of that power of which
he was then poflefTed. At laft therefore,
having forged a letter, which he pretended had been fent to him from AchaeThe import
us, he carried it to the King.
of it was, " that Ptolemy had ftrongly urged
Achaeus to affume the royal diadem, and
promifed to affift him both with fhips and
:

money,

in cafe that

he would declare him-

of the countries which
he at that time governed: that in fact, he
already was the Sovereign of them; and
why then fhould he envy himfelf the name,
felf

and

the Sovereign

foolifhly reject the

crown which was
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head by fortune ?"
credit to this letter; and
the defign of invading
his

full

fixed in

Ccele-fyria without delay.

while the King was at
Zeugma, Laodice, who was
defigned to be his wife, arrived from Cappadocia, conducted by Diognetus. She was
the daughter of king Mithridates, and was

About

this time,

Seleucia near

a Virgin.

Mithridates himfelf derived his

defcent from one of thofe feven Perfians

who

Magas and boafted alfo, that his
kingdom, which flood upon the coaft of
the Euxine fea, was the fame, which had
killed the

firft been given to his anceftors by Darius.
Antiochus, attended by a numerous train
of courtiers, met the Princefs on her journey; and folemnized the nuptials with
fuch fplendour and magnificence, as were
worthy of a King. From thence he went
down to Antiochia ; and having declared
Laodice his Queen, began to make all the
neceflary preparations for the war.
During this time Molon, with the affiftance of his brother Alexander, who engaged
without referve in the fame defign, drew

to his party

the people of his governpartly by the promife of great riches
;
and rewards, and partly alfo by intimidating the chief men of the country, to whom
all

ment

he

mewed fome

threatening

ftrain,

of a fevere and
which he pretended to

letters

have
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have been written by the King.
He took
care alio to iecure himfelf againft all danger
from the neighbouring Provinces; having
by large prefents gained the favour of the
Governours. And when his meafures were
all fully regulated, he began his march with
a very numerous army, and advanced to
meet the forces of the King.
The Generals Xenon and Theodotus were
llruck with terror at his approach, and retired into the cities.
Molon therefore became at once matter of all the country found

which abounded with fupplies
of every kind in the greateft quantity.
Before this fuccefs, his power indeed
was very greatly to be dreaded, on account of
the riches and the wide extent of the counApollonia,

and

ftores

which he governed.
herds of horfes are bred

For

try

the royal
the Medes.

all

among

Their cattle and their fruits are fcarcely to
be numbered. Nor is it eafy to exprefs the
natural ftrengthandgreatnefs of this province.

For Media, which

near the
midft: of Alia, far furpafles every other province, as well in it's extent, as in the height
alfo and the number of the mountains with
is

fituated

which the countrv all is covered. It commands likewife many great and powerful
nations, that are fituated clofe upon the
borders of

it.

On

the fide towards the Eaft,

are thofe defert plains that
ils

and Parrhana

;

lie

T

betw een Per-

the paries that are called
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and theTapyrian moun-

are not far

On

diftant

from the

Hyrcanian
it extends
towards the borders of Mefopotamia, Apoland is covered by the
Ionia, and Perfis;
mountain Zagrus, which rifes to a hundred
ftadia in it's height ; and whofe fummit, being parted into many feparate hills, forms
deep declivities and fpacious vallies, which
are inhabited by the Coflasans, the Corbrenae,
Carchians, and other barbarous tribes, all
celebrated for their prowefs and dexterity in
war. Towards the Weft, it is clofely joined
to the people called the Atropatians ; who
themfelves are not far diftant from the nations that refide upon the borders of the
fea.

Euxine

And

fea.

the South,

laftly,

on
bounded by
Caddufians, and the
this Province,

the fide towards the North,

is

the Elymseans, Ariaracas,
Matianians ; and commands thofe countries
likewife that extend towards that part of
the Pontus which is joined with the MseoThe Province itfelf is broken into
tis.

many

by various chains of mountains,
it, at certain diftances, from
and the plains between are
with villages and cities.
Molon

parts,

which cover
Baft to Weft
all

filled

:

therefore, being mafter of a province fo con-

and which was indeed itfelf a
kingdom, was before, as we have faid, very
greatly to be dreaded.
But now, when the
Generals of the King had yielded to him all
siderable,

the
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the open country, and this firft fuccefs had
troops with confidence, his
power appeared fo great and formidable,
that all the people of Afia were ftruck with
infpired his

confirmation, and began to lofe all hope of
being able to refift his arms.
At firft therefore he refolved to pafs the Tigris, and to beiiege Seleucia.
But being prevented in this
defign by Zeuxis,

who had removed

all

the

boats that were upon the river, he retreated

back again to a place that was called The
Camp, in the neighbourhood of Ctefiphon,
and made the neceffary preparations to pafs
the winter there with all his army.

As foon as the King received the news,
Molon had already made fo quick a

that

and that his Generals had retired
before him, he refumed again his firft delign, and refolved to fufpend his expedition
againft Ptolemy, and to march without any
new delay immediately againft the rebels.
But Hermias, perfifting ftill in his former
progrefs,

project, gave to Xenoetas, an Achaean, the

fupreme command of
him againft Molon.
that Generals

back

all

the forces, andfent

It

was proper, hefaid,

mould be employed,

to bring

rebellious fubjedts to their duty

:

but

King fhould only take the field againft
a King, when the conteft was for glory and
that a

And as Antiochus was at this
time wholly in in his power, he immediately began his march to Apamea ; aftembled
for empire.

>
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the troops together; and from thence advanc-

ed to Laodicea. From this city, the King
continued his route with all the army, and
having paffed the defert, entered a clofe and
narrow valley, which lies between the Libanus and Antilibanus, and is called the Vale
of Marfyas. The narrower!: part of the valley is covered by a lake and marmy ground,
from whence are gathered aromatick reeds*
The two fides of it are fecured by two fortrefTes, the one of which is called Brochi,
and the other Gerrha, which leave but a
very inconfiderable fpace between them.

The King,

having marched fome days alcng
the valley, and in his way reduced the cities
that were near, came at laft to Gerrha.

And

finding thatTheodotus the^Etolian,

had

ported a fufficient force in both the fortreffes,

had

fortified with trenches and with palifades
the pafs that led along the lake, and had
placed fome troops in every part that was

commodious

he at firft endeavoured
to diflodge the enemy, and to force his paffage.
But as all the pofts were thus ftrongly fortified, he fufFered great lofs in the attempt, without being able to annoy the enemy.
And as Theodotus alfo was at this
time firm in the interefts of his mafter, he
at laft was forced to abandon the defign.
Antiochus, being thus repulfed, and not
able to furmount the difficulties that were
before him, at the fame time alio received

Vol.

II.

for

it,
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the news, that Xenoetas had fuffered an entire defeat, and that all the upper provinces
had fubmitted to the rebels. He refolved
therefore to lay afide

at

once

all

farther

thoughts of the expedition in which he was
now engaged, and to turn back again without delay, to the affiftance of his own proper kingdom.
FnrXencetas, being raifed, as we have

fupreme command, and inverted
with a power to which his hopes had never
dared to afpire, rejected with difdain the
counfels of his friends, and purfued, in all
his conduct, the dictates only of his ownhafty
and impetuous will. He led the army howand being joined there by
ever to Seleucia
Diogenes and Pythiades, the firft of whom
was Governour of the Sufian Province, and
the other of the Red Sea, he advanced with
all his forces, and incamped in fight of the
enemy, having the Tigris in his front. But
being allured by many foldiers, who fwam
over to him from the camp of Molon, that
if he w ould pafs the river, the whole army
of the rebels, who were jealous of their
General's greatnefs, and in their hearts ftill
preferved a ftrong affection for the King,
would at once embrace his party, he refolved
immediately to tranfport his forces to the
other fide ; and at firft made a mew, as if
he had defigned to lay a bridge acrofs the
river, in a part that formed a kind of ifland.
But
faid,

to the

;

r
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wholly
all
things
was
deftitute
But as he
of
that were proper for his purpofe, this attempt gave no follicitude to Molon. But
afterwards when he had drawn together all
the boats that he was able to procure, he
felected from the army the braveft of the
forces, both Infantry and Cavalry, and leaving the care of the camp to Zeuxis and Pythiades, he marched down the ftream to
the diftance of about eighty ftadia from the
place in which Molon lay incamped, palled
the river without refiftance, and incamped
upon a very advantageous ground, which
was almoft every way furrounded by the
river, and covered alfo in the other pars by
pools and marines, that were not eafy to be
paffed.
As foon as Molon was informed of
what had happened, he fent away his Cavalry, in the hope, that they would be a^le
with little difficulty to intercept the forces
as they paffed the river, and obtain an eafy
vidtory over thofe that had already gained
he land. But thefe troops, as they approached, were themfelves foon vanquifhed,
without any efforts of the enemy.
For being wholly unacquainted with the ground,
they were plunged at every ftep into pits
and pools and being thus deprived of the
power of refifting, were there all deftroyed.
Xencetas, who was ftill perfuaded, that the
rebels, upon his firft: approach, would run
:

to embrace his party, continued his

0^2

march
afters
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afterwards along the river, and incampod
Molon, either by
very near the enemy.
ftratagem, or becaufe he was apprehenftve
that the troops

might indeed be

inclined to

baggage behind
him in the camp, and beginning his march
by night, directed his route towards Media.
Xencetas, not doubting but that the retreat
of Molon was the £fFect of fear, and want
of confidence in his troops, took poflefiion
of the camp from which the enemy had retired ; and brought over alfo all his Cavalry,
together with the baggage, which he had
left on the other lide of the river under
the command of Zeuxis. He then afiembled
the troops together, and exhorted them
boldly to expecit a happy iflue from the war,,
join

Xenoetas*

fince

them

left

Molon had
to

all his

already fled.

He

orderSd

take their full repaft, and to be

ready at break of day to purfue the enemy.
The foldiers, being thus filled with confidence, and finding all kinds of provifions in
the camp, began to eat and drink without
any moderation or reftraint ; till they fell
at laft into that Hate of carelefs and infenfible fecurity,, which is the ufual attendant

of excefs.

But Molon, when he had gained a proper
diftance, ordered his troops to take theirfup-

and then returned again towards the
camp ; and arriving about breakof day, forced:
the intren*hmeats, and fell with fury upon
per,

die
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they were all
Xencetas, ftruck
wine.
with con fter nation, and having in vain employed his efforts to raife the foldiers from
their drunken fleep, threw himfelf into the

and drowned

difperfed

in

middle of the combatants, and loft his life.
The greateft part of the troops were deftroyed

fleeping in

their beds.

The

reft

plunged into the river, and hoped to gain
the camp that was on the other fide. But
of thefe the greater part were alfo loft. In a
word, diforder, noife, and tumult were fpread
through all the camp. Every mind was
filled with horror and diftraction.
In this
ft ate, the troops, as they turned their eyes towards the camp on the oppolite more, which
ftood full in view, and at a very inconsiderable diftance from them, forgot at once the
ftrength and rapid violence of the ftream
Blinded therefore by
that was between.
their fears, and urged by the eager hopes of
life, they leaped into the river ; and even
threw into it their horfes and their baggage,
as if the ftream, by fome kind of providential
care, would have afififted them in their diftrefs, and wafted them to the oppoftte bank
in fafety.
But how lamentable, and how
full of horror was the fcene
Men ftrug gling with the waters
horfes alfo, and
beafts of burthen, floating down the ftream
with arms, dead carcafes, and every kind
!

:

:

baggage.

Molon,
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Molon, being thus mafter of the camp,
puffed the river without refiftance, and
gained pofTeffion alfo of the other camp,
from which Zeuxis had retired at his approach.
After this fuccefs, he advanced
with all his army to Seleucia, and took it
Zeuxis ftill fled
before him, together with Diomedon the
Governour of the city. From hence he
inarched through the country,
and fubdued without any difficulty, all the upper
provinces.
Having made himfelf mafter of
Babylon, with the country which extends
along the borders of the Red Sea, he came
to Sufa, and took this city alfo in the firft
alTaultj but failed in his attempt to reduce
the citadel, into which Diogenes had thrown
himfelf with a body of forces.
Leaving
therefore one part of his army to inveft the
place, he returned back again with the reft,
to Seleucia upon the Tigris.
And having
carefully refrefhed his troops, and encouraged them to purfue the war, he again
took the field, and fubdued all the country which lay along the Tigris, and was
called Parapotamia, as far as to the city Europus ; and all Mefopotamia like wife as far
as Dura.
The news of thefe rapid victories forced
Antiochus, as we have already faid, to lay
afide all thoughts of reducing Coele-fyria,
and to turn his whole attention upon the
danger
in the

firft

afTault

:

for
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danger which

fo nearly threatened himaffembled therefore a fecond Council*
and commanded every one to declare hi 3
fentiments, with refpedt to the meafure s
that were moft proper to be taken, to check
Epigenes again
the procefs of the rebels.

He

fpoke the

firft,

and

faid,

enemy had gained fuch

that

before

the

great advantages, his

opinion was, that the King fhould march
himfelf into the country without delay
and that he ftill perfifted in the fame advice.
He had fcarcely ended, when Hermias, giving now full feope to his refentment, vented his rage in fevere reproaches,
and charged Epigenes with many bitter accufations, which were both abfurd and
falfe.
He extolled the merit alfo of his

own

great fervices ; and preffed the King
with the utmoft earneftnefs, by no means to
defift from his firft defign, or abandon, upon
fo flight a fhew of reafon, the hopes which
he had conceived, of joining Coele-fyria
But this conduct gave no
to his empire.
fmall offence to the whole affembly.
Antiochus himfelf was alfo much difpleafed
and employed all his power to quiet the
which he at laft indeed efcontention
but
not without great difficulty.
fected,
The meafures which Epigenes had advifed,
were approved by all the Council, as
the wifeft and moft neceffary in the pre:

sent

circumftances.

Q_4

It

therefore

was

re-

folved
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other bufinefs mould give
and that/the King fhould employ all

folved, that all

place

;

his force againft the rebels without delay.

As foon as the affair was thus
Hermias let fall at once all farther

decided,
conteft,

and conformed himfelf to this opinion, toAnd declaring alfo,
gether with the reft.
that when a refolution once was taken,
every man was obliged in duty to receive it
without objection or excufe, he applied himfelf in earneft, and with the greateft diligence, to

make

all

the neceffary prepara-

But when the troops
the war.
were drawn together to Apamea, and a fedition had broke out among them, on account of fome arrears that were owing to
them from their pay, obferving that the
King was filled with confternation, and
ieemed to fear that this diforder, having
happened at a time fo critical, might be
attended with fome fatal confequences, he

tions for

own expence the
allowance that w as due, on condition only,
that Epigenes mould be difmhTed.
For he
offered to difcharge at his
T

that as their mutual contefts and refentment had been raifed to fuch a height,
it was greatly to be feared, that their prefence together in the army would foon prove
the fource of fome new diforders, which
might be fatal in the conduct of the war. The
King, who knew that Epigenes had gained
a confummate fkill in the art of war, and

faid,

who
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on that account,

him in his expedidemand with great re-

that he might attend
tion, received this

But being preffed
fide by the officers of his houfe, and by all his guards
and fervants, whom Hermias by his wicked
artifices had engaged in his defigns, he was
no longer mafter of himfelf but was forced

luctance and concern.

and

clofely

urged on every

:

what the times required ; to confent to all that was propofed
and to fend
orders to Epigenes, that he mould remain
The members of the Council
at Apamea.
to yield to

;

were all feized with terror. The troops,
having obtained their wifhes, returned again
to their duty, and were difpofed to advance
all the interefts of Hermias, who had thus
procured the payment of their ftipends. The
who were in number
Cyrrheffoe alone,
about fix thoufand men, perfifted ftill in
their revolt ; and having feparated themfelves from the reft of the army, for fome
time occafioned no fmall trouble. But they

were

at laft defeated in a fet

engagement

with one of the Generals of the King ; who
deftroyed the greater part of them in the
aftion, and forced the reft to furrender at
diicretion.

Kermias, having thus ftruck all the friends
of the king with terror, and fecured to himfelf the favour and affection of the army,
began his march, together with the King ;
and
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and about the fame time alfo, formed the
following contrivance to deftroy Epigenes
having engaged in his defign Alexis, who
commanded in the citadel of Apamea. A
Letter was written in the name of Molon
to Epigenes, and was placed privately among
his papers, by a fervant whom they had
gained by large promifes to their party.
Some time afterwards, Alexis came to Epigenes, and demanded, whether he had not
Epireceived fome letters from the rebels.
genes, not without fome fhew of indignaBut Alexis, havtion, denied the charge.
ing replied that he would fearch, entered
haftily into his apartments, found the letter, and upon that pretence immediately
killed Epigenes.

The King was

prevailed

on to believe that he had merited his fate
and thofe that were about the court,
though they had fome fufpicion of the
treachery, were retrained to filence by their
fears,

The King now

advanced towards the
Euphrates ; and being joined by the forces
that were there, he continued his march
from thence, and came to Antiochia in
Mygdonia, about the beginning of the winter.
And having refted during forty days,
till
the extreme feverity of the cold was
pa/Ted, he again decamped, and arrived at
Liba, and there called together his Council, to deliberate on the route by which he
fliould
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who were

time in tfre neighbourhood of Babyand to confider alfo, by what means
the army might moft commodioufly be furniftied with provifions in their march.
In
this affembly it was urged by Hermias, that
they mould continue their route along the
Tigris
by which means they would be coat this

lon,

:

vered not only by that river, but by the Lycus alfo, and the Caprus.
Zeuxis, to whofe

view the

was

lamentable fortune of Epigenes
prefent, for fome time feared to delate

fentiments.
But
was now propofed was

meafure

clare his

as the

that

fure to be at-

tended with inevitable ruin, he at laft ventured to advife, that they mould pafs the
Tigris.
He mewed, *? that in general the
route along the river was very rough and
difficult ; that after having advanced to a

and paffed a defert
alfo, which was not to be traverfed in lefs
than fix days march, they muft at laft arrive at the place, that was called the Royal
Camp ; that if the enemy mould firft have
gained poffeffion of this poft, it would be
impofiible for them to advance beyond it
nor could they, on the other hand, return
back again through the defert, without the
danger of being loft in their retreat, through,
the want of neceffaries
whereas on the
other hand, if the King would now pafs
the river, it was not to be doubted, but that
confiderable

diftance,

:

all
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all the Apollonians would feize at once the
occafion of his prefence, and return again

to their duty, fince they were joined to

Mo-

by neceflity
and fear ; that as ,the country was rich and
fertile, the troops might from thence be furnifhed with provifions in the greatefl plenty -y
that Molon, being thus cut off from his
return to Media, and deprived of the
fubfiftence likewife which he had hitherto
received from all this province, mull of neceflity be forced to venture on a battle
or
in cafe he mould decline it, that his troops
would foon revolt, and run to embrace the
party of the King."
This opinion was
They divided the
consented to by all.
lon, not

by any

affeclion, but

:

army

therefore into three feparate bodies

;

paffed the river in three different parts, with
their baggage ; and came to Dura,
which was then befieged by one of the GeBut the fiege was railed
nerals of Molon.
upon their firft approach. They then continued their march forwards without delay,
and having on the eighth day paffed beyond
all

the Oricus, arrived at Apollonia.

When Molon was informed that Antiochus advanced faft towards him, diftrufting
on the one hand the fidelity of the people
of Sufiana and of Babylon, who had fo
lately been conftrained to join his party,
and dreading alfo, 011 the other r hand, that
his return to Media might be foon cut
off,

4
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he refolved to lay a bridge acrofc the
Tigris, to tranfport his army over, and
poflefs himfelf, before Antiochus, of thofe
mountains that flood upon the borders of

off,

the Apollonian territory; being perfuaded,
that with the affiftance of his

Cy rtian

fling-

who were very numerous, he fliould
be able to maintain that poft againft the
King. This defign was immediately carried

ers,

into execution.

He

continued his march

paffed

the river, and

forwards

with the

But when he had juft reached the mountains, his light-armed troops
that were fent before, were met by thofe
of the King, who had alfo begun his march
from Apollonia with all his army. Thefe
troops at firft engaged together in fome flight
fkirmifhes
but as the main bodies now approached, they feverally retired, and incamped together with their refpedtive armies, leaving the diftance of about forty
ftadia between the camps.
When night came on, Molon, having
confidered with himfelf how difficult and
dangerous it was, to lead an army of rebels
againft their Sovereign, face to face, and in
the clear light of day, refolved to attack
Antiochus in the night. He fele&ed therefore all the braveft of his troops, and
taking a circuit round, defigned to choofe
fome eminence, and to fall from thence
upon the Royal camp. But being informed

greateft hafte.

:
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ed that ten young foldiers had left him
march, and gone to join the King,
he was forced to defift from this defign, and return back again to his own
intrenchments, which he entered about
break of day, and fpread great diforder
through all the camp. For the foldiers, being

in the

thus fuddenly awakened from their fleep,
were fo terrified by the noife and tumult of
his entry, that they began to fly with great

from the camp. Molon employed all his pains to calm their apprehenfions, and, as effectually as the time would

precipitation

then permit, quieted the diforder.
As foon as day appeared, the King, having drawn out all his forces, ranged them in
Upon the right Wing he
order of battle.
placed firft the Cavalry that were armed
with lances, under the command of Ardys,
a General of confummate fldll and bravery.
Next to thefe were the Cretan troops then
the Te&ofages ; after thefe, the Grecian
mercenaries; and laft of all, in the fame
Upon the left Wing
line, the Phalanx.
.;

the Cavalry, who were called the
Companions of the King. The Elephants,

flood

which were ten

in

number, were

ftationed,

army.
Some cohorts alfo both of Infantry and Cavalry were diftributed into both the wings
with orders that they fhould furround the

at certain diftances, in front of all the

enemy, and

fall

upon

their flank, as foon as
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The King then went

was begun.
round the army, and
the battle

raifed the courage of
the troops by a fhort harangue, fuch as the
time required. He gave the care of the left
Wing to Hermias and Zeuxis, and himfelf

commanded in the right.
Molon drew out like wife
and ranged them in order of

all

his forces,

but not
without the greater!: difficulty : for the tu^
mult and confufion, that were raifed in the
battle,

At laft
night before, had not yet fubfided.
however, having obferved the dhpofition of
the enemy, he placed his Cavalry alfo upon
the Wings ; and the Peltaphori, the Gauls,

heavy-armed forces in the centre.
and all the reft of the
light-armed troops, were thrown into the
extremity of either Wing and the Chariots,
armed with faulchions, were dilpofed, at
certain diftances, in the front of all the army. The left Wing was commanded by
his Brother Neolas, and himfelf led the
and

The

all

his

archers, flingers,

:

right.

The two

armies

now approached
The

other, and began the combat.

each
right

Wing of Melon remained firm to their engagements, and bravely fuftained. the charge
of Zeuxis. But the left no (boner had beheld the prefence of the King, than they
joined themfelves immediately to his party.
This accident, as it infpired the royal troops
with double ardour, ftruck the rebels with
•condensation and defpair.
Molon, perceiving
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what had happened, and being already inclofed on every fide, reprefertting
alfo to his mind the cruel torments which
he muft foon be forced to fuffer, in cafe that
ceiving

he mould fall alive into the power of the
enemy, killed himfelf with his own hands.
The reft of the Chiefs likewife, who had
joined in the revolt, retired

all

to their feve-

ral houfes, and embraced a voluntary death.
Neolas, efcaping from the battle, fled into
Perfis, to Alexander the brother of Molon.
And when he had firft killed Molon's Mother, together with his children, and prevailed
on Alexander alfo to confent to die, he then
pierced himfelf with his own fword, and fell

upon

their

bodies.

The King

plundered

camp of the rebels ; and ordered the
body of Molon to be expofed upon a crofs
the

moft confpicuous part of Media. This
The body was removed into the diftrid: of Callonitis, and
was there fixed upon a crofs, upon the afcent
of the mountain Zagrus. He then reproached the troops with their rebellion, in a
long and fevere harangue ; but gave them
afterwards his hand in fign of pardon, and
appointed fome perfons alio to condud: them
back again to Media, and to quiet the diforders of the country
while himfelf, rein the

accordingly was done.

:

turning to Seleucia, reftored peace among
the neighbouring provinces, and difplayed
in all his conduct not lefs gentlenefs than
But Hermias, iliU inexorable
prudence.

and
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urged the guilt of the people of
impofed the payment of a thou-

fevere,

Seleucia

;

fand Talents upon the city ; drove into banifhment the magiftrates ; and difmembered,
tortured, and deftroyed great numbers of
The King exerted all his
the inhabitants.

power

employing fomeand perfuafions, and fome-

to reftrain this fury

;

times in treaties
times interpofing his authority.
alfo the fine that

was

at

rirft

He

leflened

demanded from

the citizens, and exacled a hundred and

fif-

ty talents only, in full punifhment of their

>

offence.

And

difficulty,

he

though not without
calmed their minds, and

thus,

at laft

reftored quiet to the city.

When

was
be Goverthis

done, he appointed Diogenes to
nour of Media, and A nollodorus of Sufiana :
and fent Tychon, the chief Secretary, to

command in
Red Sea.

the parts that bordered

upon

Such was the end of the revolt of Molon, and of the diforders that
were occafioned by it in the upper pro^
the

vinces.

The King, elate with this fuccefs, and
being willing alfo to reftrain for the time to
come, the barbarous States, that were contiguous to his

Kingdom, from

affifting his

with fupplies or troops,
refolved now to turn his arms againft Artabazanes ; who governed the Atropatians,
with feme others of the neighbouring nations, and who, of all the Princes of the
Vol. IL
R
country,
rebellious fubjects
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moft confiderable in
Hermias apprehending ftill the danger that muft attend an expedition into thefe upper provinces, for fome
time' flood averfe to this defign, and was
eager to refume his former project, of engaging in a war with Ptolemy.
But when
he heard that a Son was born to the King,
he began to reflect within himfelf, that
among thefe barbarous nations fome misfortune poffibly might happen to Antiochus>
and that many occafions would arife, in
which he might be deprived of life. He
confented therefore to all that was propofedt
being perfuaded, that if he could once be
able to deflroy the King, he mould become
the Guardian of his Son, and matter of all
When the affair was thus
the Kingdom.
decided, Antiochus began his march with
the Zagrus,
all his forces, paffed beyond
and entered the territory of Artabazanes,
which lies clofe to Media, and is only fepaIt
rated from it by a chain of mountains.

country,

the

ftrength and power.

extends towards thofe parts of the Pontus,
which are above the river Phafis ; and ap-

proaches alfo very near to the Hyrcanian fea.
The country abounds with people, who are

and valiant ; and efpecially with
and produces likewife every kind of
This
neceflaries that are required in war.
Kingdom, having never been fubdued by
Alexander, had remained intire, from the
time
robuft

horfes

:
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time of the deftrudtion of the Perfian EmBut Artabazanes, ftruck with terror
pire.
at the King's approach, and being alfo at
this time very far advanced in age, yielded
to the neceffity that preffed him, and fubmitted without referve to fuch conditions as
were demanded by the King.
About this time Apollophanes, who was
Phylician to Antiochus, and who ftood in a
high degree of favour with him, obferving
that the infolence and the ambitious views of
Hermias no longer were reftrained within
any bounds, began to entertain fome apprehenfions with refpect to the perfon of the
King, and was ftill more alarmed by his
He chofe
fears for his own life and fafety.
the time therefore that was mo ft favourable
to his purpofe, and prefled Antiochus to
raife himfelf from his fecurity ; to be upon
his guard againft the daring fpirit of this
Minifter ; and to obviate in time that lamentable fate, in which his brother had fo
lately periilied.
He allured him, that the
danger was already very near y and begged
that he would purfue without delay fuch
meafures as might beft fecure both himfelf
and all his friends. Antiochus, upon this
difcourfe, acknowledged that he both feared
and hated Hermias ; and thanked Apollophanes for his concern, and for the courage
alfo which he had fhewn, in fpeaking to

him upon fuch

a fubjeft.

R

2

Apc-liophanes

was
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was overjoyed

to find, that

he had formed

fo

true ajudgementofthefentiments anddifpofitionof the King. And when Antiochus defired

him, not to be content with words alone, but
endeavour rather, in conjunction with himfelf, to rind out fome effectual remedy againft
the danger, he afTured him he was ready to
obey all his orders. Their defign was loon
On pretence that the King was
concerted.
feized with a giddinefs in his head, the fervants of his chamber, with all the ordinary
guards, were for fome days removed, and
his friends alone were admitted to his prefence ; by which means there was full time
and opportunity to communicate the fecret
to fuch perfons as were proper to be trufted.
When they had gained the number that was
fufficient for their purpofe, a talk which, as
Hermias was fo generally detefted, was by

no means

difficult,

their project *into

cians

advifed

that

they prepared
execution.

the

to carry

The

Phyfi-

King Ihould walk

was day, to take the
At the
benefit of the cold morning air.
appointed time, Hermias was ready to attend him, together with thofe friends that
were engaged in the defign. But the reft
of the court were abfent, not expecting that
the King would appear abroad at fo unufual
When they were come to a ceran hour.
tain folitary place at fome diftance from the
camp, the King turned afide, as if to fatisfy
fome
abroad

as

foon

as

it
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fome neceffary occafion, and they then ftabcd Hermias with their poniards.
Thus
fell this Minifter, by a puniihment that was'
crimes-,
Antiochus,
being thus delivered from his fears, immediately decamped, and directed his route
back again to Syria. In every place through

far too gentle for his

which he

paffed, his

actions

all

were cele-

brated by the people with the loudeft praife;

and above the reft, the fate which he had
About the fame time
decreed to Hermias.
alfo, the Wife of Hermias was killed at
Apamea by the women of the city, and his
children by the children.
As foon as the King arrived at home, and
had difmiffed his army to their winter quarters, he fent letters to Achaeus, filled with
expoftulations and reproaches, on account of
nis having dared to place upon his head the
royal diadem, and ufurped the name of King.
He affured him tike wife, that he was well
acquainted with the mea fares which he had
concerted with king Ptolemy, and that in
general,

he was

perfectly informed of thofe

which he had defigned
For while Antiochus was en-

rebellious projects,

againft him.
gaged in his expedition againft Artabazanes,

being

perfuaded either that the
King would perim in the war, or that, before he could be able to return again from a
Achseus,

country fo remote, himfeif might enter Syria with an army, and with the afiiftance of

R

3

the
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the Cyrrheftae,

might force that kingdom

to

receive

his

yoke, began his march from Lydia with all
and when he arrived at Laodicea
his army
in Phrygia, he there firft affumed the Diadem, and wrote letters in the Royal Name
being encouraged chiefly in
to all the cities
this defign by a certain Exile whofe name
was Syniris. But as he continued his march
forwards, and was ready juft to enter Lycaonia, the troops beginning to perceive that
:

;

his intention

was

to lead

them

againft their

and muAchaeus therefore, after this declaration of their fentiments, defifted from his
project
and in order to convince the army,
that he never had defigned to enter Syria,
he changed the direction of his march, and
pillaged the province of Pifidia.
And having thus, by the booty that was made, regained the confidence an4 favour of the
troops, he returned back again to his own
home. But Antiochus had been fully informed of all that was defigned againft him.
natural Prince,

fell

into difcontent

tiny.

:

He

fen t therefore, as

we

havefaid, conti-

nual meffengers, to threaten and

reproach

and in the mean while employed
;
whole pains and diligence, in completing all the neceftary, preparations for his war
with Ptolemy.
As the Spring approached, having drawn
together to Apamea all his forces, he held
Achaeus

his

there
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friends, to de-

which he

Upon

beft

occa-

this

when many long difcourfes had been
made, concerning the nature of the country,
the preparations that were neceffary, and
the advantage of employing a naval armafion,

ment, Apollophanes, whom we have lately
mentioned, and. who was a native of Seleucia, cut fhort at once every opinion
that had been propofed, and faid ; " that
it feemed to be in a high degree abfurd, to
fhew fo great eagernefs and hafte to conquer
Ccele-fyria, while at the fame time Seleucia,
the Capital of the Kingdom, and their facred feat of Empire, was ftill fuffered to
i*ernain in the hands of Ptolemy
that be:

difhonour that was reflected upon
the King, from fuffering his chief city to be
poflefled by an ^Egyptian garrifon, the place
itfelf was fuch as would afford many very

fides the

great advantages for the conduct of the

war

enemy was matter of it, it
mutt prove a conftant obftacle in the way
of all their enterprizes ; fince whenever they

that while an

fhould attempt to advance into a diftant province, the danger, which would conttantly
hang over their own kingdom from this
city,

would oblige them to employ not

lefs

pains and preparation, to fecure the feveral
potts at
requifite

home, than thofe
in

their

that

expedition

R

4

would be

againft

the

enemy
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enemy abroad but on the other hand, if
:

they could at once regain porTefiion of this
place, as their

own kingdom would by

that

means be perfectly fecured from infult, fo
the happy fituation alfo of the city might
enable them to purfue with great advantage
both by land and
Thefe fentiments were approved by
all the Council.
It was refolved therefore
to begin the war with attempting to retake
Seleucia which had been poffeffed by an
./Egyptian garrifon, from the time of Ptolemy Euergetes. For this Prince, in refentment of the death of Berenice, had entered
Syria with an army, and made himfelf
matter of this city*
When the affair was
thus determined, the King ordered Diognetus to fteer his courfe towards Seleucia with
the fleet, while himfelf began his march
from Apamea, and came and incamped near
all

their other projects

fca."

;

the Circus, at

the diftance of

live

fladia

from the city. He fent alfo Theodotus the
Hermionian into Ccele-fyria, with a fufficient body of forces, to fecure the paffes, and
to be ready to act on that fide as occafion
fhould require.

The

fituation

try round

it,

is

of Seleucia, with the counas follows.

The

city frauds

between Cihcia and Phcenice
at the foot of a mountain of an uncommon height, which is called Coryphaeus. This mountain, on the wdiern fide*
very near the

fea,

;

is
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Cyprus

wafhed by the fea that divides
and Phoenice
and on the lide towards the
is

:

Eaft,

it

commands

the country

that lies

round Antiochia and Seleucia. The city
being fituated on the fouthern fide of
the mountain, and feparated from it by a
valley very deep and fteep, winds away towards the fea, and is furrounded on almoft
every fide by broken rocks and precipices.
In the plain, between the city and the fea,
are the Markets and the Suburbs, which
The city
are ftrongly fortified with walls.
alfo is inclofed with walls, of an uncommon
ftrength and beauty ; and is adorned with
On
temples and other fumptuous edifices.
the fide towards the fea, it can only be approached by a fteep afcent of fteps, which
are cut clofe and deep into the rocks.
Not
far from the city is the mouth of the river
Grontes ; which takes it's fource near the Libanus and Antilibanus, and pafiing through
the plains of Amyca, flows on to Antiochia,
and, having cleanfed that city of all it's filth,
into the fea of Cyprus near
falls at laft
itfelf,

Seleucia.

Antiochus, upon his firft approach, endeavoured, by the afliirance of very great
rewards, to prevail on the chief governours
to furrender the city to him.
But when all

were rejedled, he found means
to gain fome of the inferior officers to his
party ; and trufting to the afliftance which
his offers

thefe

z66
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had promifed, he refolved immediately
attack
the city, on the fide towards the
to
fea, with the naval forces, and with the
land army, on the oppofite fide.
He dithefe

vided the troops therefore into three feparate
bodies ; and having encouraged them as the

and promifed Crowns
and great rewards both to the officers and,
foldiers, he ported Zeuxis, with th? forces
that were under his command,
againft
the gate which led to Antiochia, and Her-,
mogenes on the fide that looked towards
Ardys. and Diognetus were
Diofcurium.
commanded alfo to attack the port and fuburbs.
For the officers, that were corrupted;
by the King, had promifed, that, as foon
as he mould have forced the fuburbs, they
would deliver the city to him. The fignal
was now given for the attack, and the troops
advanced from every part with vigour ; but
chiefly thofe that were led by Ardys and
Diognetus, For on the other fides, the foldiers were forced to crawl, to a considerable
diftance, upon their hands and feet, and at
the fame time defend themfelves againft the
enemy, before they could attempt to fcale
But in the port and fuburbs,
the walls.
there was full room to advance, and to
fix their ladders, even without refinance.
oecafion

required,

(

While the

forces therefore

from the

fleet

the port, Ardys, having at the fame
time forced his way into the fuburbs, became
mailer

fcaled
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For
being them-

little difficulty.

were within the city,
preffed on every fide, were
any affiftance to the reft.
fend
not able to
When the King was thus mafter of the fuburbs, the officers who had been gained over
thofe that

felves clofely

to his interefts, ran together to Leontius the

Governour of the city, and urged him to
fend a deputation to Antiochus, and endeavour to obtain fome fair conditions from
him, before the city alfo mould be ftormed.
Leontius, not fufpefting any treachery, and
being himfelf ftruck
nation which thefe

alfo

with the confter-

men now

affumed, fent
and demanded from Antiochus a promife of
life and fafety for all that were within the
The King confented that thofe who
city.

mould be fafe.
of them was about fix thouHe then entered the city, and not
fand.
only fpared the inhabitants that were free,
but permitted thofe alfo that had fled from
the city to return ; and reftored to them their
poffeffions, with all their former rights. He

were of

free condition

The number

fecured alfo, by a fufficient

garrifon,

the

port and citadel.
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WHILE

Antiochus was thus em-.
he received letters from
Theodotus, who preflfed. him to advance
into Caele-fyria without delay, and promifed to deliver up the province to him.
The King was for ibmetime doubtful and irrefolute, and knew' not what meafures were*
the bed tobepurfued. Theodotus, as we have
already mentioned, was an iEtolian by his.
birth, and had performed great fervices for
Ptolemy ; but i.nftead of being able to obtain,
any fuitable reward, he on the contrary had
almoft loft his life,. At the time therefore
in which Antiochus was. engaged in his
expedition againft Molon, perceiving clearly
that no favour was to be expected from king
Ptolemy, and that the courtiers, alfo had refolved to work his ruin* he prevailed on
Pananolus to fecure the city of Tyre, while
himfelf feized Ptolemais ; and now prefled
Antiochus with the greateft earneftnefs to
attempt the conqueft of the province. The
King therefore, having at laft refolved to,
ployed,

fufpend awhile his defigns againft Achasus,
began his march towards Ccele-fyria, by the
fame route which he before had taken ;
palled through the Vale of Marfyas, and in-

camped near the
fituateed

in

the

Gerrha, which was
extremity of the valley,

fortrefs

upon
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But

being informed, that Nicolaus, one of. the
Generals of Ptolemy, had invefted Theodotus in Ptolemais, he advanced in hafte
with the light-armed troops, with defign
to raife the fiege ; having left behind him
all his heavy forces, and given orders to the
Generals to lay fiege to Brochi, the other
fortrefs, which flood alfo upon the lake,
and ferved to guard the entrance of the
defile.
Nicolaus no fooner heard that
the King approached, than he immediately
retired ; and fent Lagoras a Cretan, and
Dorymenes an iEtolian, to fecure the
paffes

that

were near

Berytus.

But the

King, upon his firft approach, attacked and
drove them from their poft, and incamped
near the paffes.
And having there received
the reft of the troops as they came up, and
encouraged them by fuch words as his defigns required, he continued his march forwards, elate with his fuccefs, and filled with
the faireft hopes.
About this time alfo,
Theodotus and Panaetolus, with all their
friends, advanced to join him, and were
received with the greateft marks of favour.
The King then took poffetlion of Tyre and
Ptolemais, with all the armaments and
(lores.
Among thefe were forty veffels
of which twenty, that were decked fhips,
completely fitted and equipped, carried each
of them at leaft four ranks of oars. The
.

reft

zjo
reft
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were tiremes, biremes, and

The King

left

the care of

all

fingle boats.
this fleet

to

Diognetus
and having been informed that
Ptolemy had retired to Memphis, and that the
forces of the kingdom were drawn together
at Pelufium ; that the fluices all were
Opened, and the fweet waters diverted from
their courfe
he defifted from his firft deiign, of marching to attack Pelufium, and
leading his army round the country, drew
the cities to fubmiflion, fome by gentle
means, and fome by force. For thofe that
were flightly fortified furrendered to him at
his firft approach. But others, which were
ftrongly fituated, and well fupplied with
flores, remained firm againft all perfuafion,
and forced him to incamp before them, and
employ much time and pains, to reduce
them by a regular fiege.
During this time Ptolemy, whofe domi:

nions, thus perfidioufly attacked, demanded
the earlieft care, remained wholly infenfible

of all that was tranfacled, and mewed not
even the leaft defire to revenge the infult.
Such w as the weaknefs of this lazy and
and fo great his difregard
luxurious Prince
of every thing that related to the affairs
of war.
But Sofibius and Agathocles, who
were the firft in the administration of
the kingdom, agreed together to purfue
thofe meafures, which were indeed the beft
that could be taken in the prefent circumr

:

frances,
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refolved, that they

would

the neceffary preparations for the
war with the greateft diligence, and in
the mean while fend embaffadors to Antiochus to treat of peace : being perfuaded,
all

that by this contrivance, they fhould give a
prefent check to the ardour of that Prince,

and confirm the opinion which he had conwould by no
means venture to take arms againft him,
but rather try to terminate the dilpute by
conferences, and with the affiftance of his
friends prevail upon him to retire again from
Ccele-fyria.
When the project was thus
concerted, and themfelves alfo charged with
the management and execution of it, they
difpatched an embally to Antiochus without
delay.
At the fame time they engaged
the Rhodians alfo and Byzantines, with
the Cyzicenians and iEtolians, to fend fome
ceived of Ptolemy, that he

deputies to mediate

a peace.

And

while

went and returned
again between the kings, they had themthefe different embaffies

complete their preFor having fixed
their refidence in Memphis, they there gave
audience to the embaffadors, and received
leifure to

felves full

parations for the war.

thofe efpecially, that

came

to

them from

Antiochus, v/ith great marks of favour, but
fent at the

fame

thaae fecret orders, for

ing together to Alexandria
naries, that

were employed

all

in

draw-

the merce-

any of the
provinces
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They made new

provinces abroad.

levies

and provided fuch fupplies of corn
;
and other ftores, as were fufficient not only
for the troops that were then affembled,
but for all thofe likewife, who mould afThey went
terwards arrive to join them.
down alfo from time to time, in turn, to
Alexandria that by their prefence all things
might be obtained, that were in any manalfo

ner neceffary for the war.
The care of providing proper arms, together with the choice and difpofition of
the troops, was intruded to Echecrates of
TheiTaly, Phoxidas a Melitaean, Eurylochus
a Magnefian, Socrates of Boeotia, and Gnopias a citizen of Alorus.
For it happened,moft fortunately indeed at this conjuncture^
that thefe men were prefent in the country :
who, from having ferved in the wars of
Demetrius and Antigonus, had gained fome

knowledge of

and were acquainted with the manner of conducing an
army in the field. They began therefore
to train all the troops anew, according to
the rules of military fcience diftributing into
real

fervice,

:

feparate bodies, the foldiers of a different

age or country, and giving to each the moll:
ufeful kind of arms, in the room of thofe to
which they had been before accuftomed,;
They changed the form of the enrolments
in

which the troops were

having eftablifhed

new and

regiftered

;

and

different orders,

more
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more fuitable to the prefent times, they
taught, by continual exercife, every feparate

body, not only to be obedient to command,
but alfo to perform with eafe all the fteps
and motions, that belonged to their reThey appointed alfo genefpedtive arms.
ral reviews, and fpared no pains to encourage
the troops with hopes, or to inftrucl: them
in their duty.
In this taflk, they received

no fmall affiftance from Andromachus of
Afpendus, and Polycrates of Argos, who had
lately arrived from Greece, and brought
with them all the fkill and martial ardour,
for which the people of that country are
fo juftly celebrated.
They were both diftinguifhed likewife by the fplendour of their
families, and their wealth.
Polycrates especially not only derived his birth from a
very ancient houfe, but was illuftrious alfo
from the glory which Mnafiadas his father
had acquired, by his victories in the publick
Games.

Thefe

men now

exerted

all

their

and animate the troops
and both by their harangues in publick to
the army, as well as by their private admonitions, they by degrees mfpired them with
full confidence and courage.
Among the Generals, every one was appointed to the charge which feemed mo ft
perfectly adapted to his talents and peculiar
ikill. Eurylochus the Magnefian commanded a body of three thoufand men, who were
Vol. II.
called
S
efforts,

to inftruc!
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and Socrates of
called the Royal Guard
Peltaftae,
the
in
number
Beeotia
about two
;

Phoxidas the Achaean, with Pto-

thoufand.

lemy the fon of Thrafeas and Andromachus
of Afpendus, exercifed together in a body
the Phalanx and the Grecian mercenaries.
The Phalanx, which confifted of twentyfive thoufand men, was commanded by

Ptolemy and Andromachus
and the merwho were about eight thoufand,
by Phoxidas. Seven hundred Horfe which
belonged alfo to the Royal Guard, the
Cavalry from Afric, and that which had
been levied in the country, the whole
amounting to about three thoufand, were
both exercifed and commanded likewife by
:

cenaries,

Echecrates alfo the ThefTalian,

Polycrates.

to

whom

the Grecian and

all

the foreign

number of two thoufand,
had trained and difciplined

Cavalry, to the

was intrufted,
them with fuch

perfect fkill and judgement,

that they performed the greater!: fervice af-

terwards in the battle.
reft,

But among

all

the

there was none that furpaiied Cnopias

of Alorus, in the management of the troops

Thefe
intrufted to his care.
were ten thoufand Cretans ; among whom
were a thoufand Neocretans, commanded
by Philo, a citizen of CnofTus. There were

that were

alfo

among

the troops, three thoufand Afri-

cans, armed after the Macedonian manner,
and led by Ammonias of Barce; and a Pha-

lanx

Y
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lanx likewife of ^Egyptians, compofed of
twenty thoufand men, and commanded by
They had alfo a body of Gauls
Sofibius.
and Thracians ; among whom four thoufand
were the eftablifhed troops that had long
been fettled in the country ; and two thouAt the
fand of them were lately railed.
head of thefe was DionyfiuSj who was by
Such were the numbers,
birth a Thracian.
and the different nations, of which the army
of Ptolemy was now compofed.
During this time Antiochus continued to
But his efforts all
prefs the fiege of Dura.
were fruitlefs both becaufe the place was
by nature ftrongly fortified, and the garrifori
alfo reinforced from time to time by the care
:

As the winter therefore now
of Nicolaus.
approached, he yielded to the embaffadors
of Ptolemy, confented to a truce of four
months continuance, and declared, that
he was even ready to put an end to the
whole difpute, upon conditions the moft. juft
and reafonable. This affurance was however very different from his real fentimentr.
But he was now impatient to return, that
his troops might take their winter quarters
For it was now clear beyond
in Selcucia.
that Achoeus had formed deall doubt,
fig ns againfi him, and was joined in clofe
connection with king Ptolemy.
He difmifjed therefore the embaffadors, with orders
that they mould haften to return again,
S 2
and

2j6
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and meet him

them

the

laft

at Seleucia, bringing with
determination of their mafter.

He

then placed garrifons in all the proper
ports, and having left the care of the province to Theodotus, began his march back
towards Seleucia, and there fent his army
Nor was he, after
into winter quarters.
this time, in the lean:

follicitous to exercife

being perfuaded, that the difpute would foon be brought to a decifion,
For
without having recourfe again to arms.

the troops

:

he flattered himfelf, that as he already had
fubdued many parts of Ccele-fyria and Phcenice, the

reft

a conference

would- be yielded to him in
and that Ptolemy would never

His embaffame opinion ;
being deceived by the civilities that were
fhewn towards them by Sofibius. For this
Minifter had detained them with him ftill
at Memphis, and covered from their knowledge all the preparations, that were at the
fame time made at Alexandria. By this
artful management, when the embaffadors
again returned, he was himfelf alike pre-

dare to
fadors

rifle

were

a general battle.

alio fixed in the

pared either for peace or war.
But Antiochus, as he had already fubdued
his enemies in the field, refolved, if poffible,
to fhew himfelf fuperior alio in the conferences.
When the embaffadors therefore
met him at Seleucia; and began to propofe
the conditions of the peace agreeably to
their
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their inftrudtions from Sofibius, the King
declared, that it was ablurd to fay, that he
had offered any injury

Ptolemy, by enan army ; fince he
had endeavoured only to recover the poffeflion of a country, which belonged to him
by a proper right. He mewed, that Antigonus, who was fumamed Codes, had firffc
to

tering Ceele-fyria with

fubdued

this province

;

and that Seleucus

afterwards obtained poffeffion of

it

:

that his

own

claim was founded upon thefe frrong
titles, too clear to be difputed ; and that from
thence it muft be acknowledged, that the
country belonged to him alone, and not
to Ptolemy.
That it was true indeed, that
Ptolemy had declared war againft Antigonus; but that he had no defign to join the
province to his own dominions, but only to
lecure the fovereignty of it to Seleucus.
Above all the reft he urged the joint determination of the Kings, Lyfimachus, CaiTander,
and Seleucus; who, when they had defeated
Antigonus inbattle,jrefclved with one confent
that all Syria mould be yielded to Seleucus.
In reply to all thefe reafons, the embaffadors on the other fide infilled with no
fmall earneftnefs, that the treafon of Theodotus, and the invafion of Ccele-fyria by
Antiochus, were a grofs and notorious infult,
and an open violation of the rights of Pto-

lemy.

They

Lagus had

that Ptolemy the fon of
acquired the fovereignty of
and that the afiiftance, which

faid

fairly

the province

:

S3

he
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he

*

to Seleucus in the war,

furniflied

upon

expreflly

fent

Seleucus

fhould poffefs

thefe conditions
all

and Phcenice

Ccele-fyria

Book V,
was

;

that

Afia, but

that

fliould

be

left to

Ptolemy,
In this manner was the conteft long fupported, in the courfe of many deputations
and debates, without any profpecl: of agreement.
For as the conferences all were held
by the friends alone of either party, there
were none that could interpofe between
them, to moderate and reftrain
their
warmth, whenever they attempted to extend their claims beyond the bounds of
juftice.
The bufmefs alfo of Achaeus was
found to be a matter even of greater difr
ficulty than

the

reft.

For

it

was ftrongly

urged by Ptolemy, that he fhould be included in the treaty.
But Antiochus would
fcarcely fuffer it to be propofed ; but ex^
claimed againft it as a moft intolerable infait, that Ptolemy fhould prefume to interpofe in favour of a Traitor, or even fo

much

as

name

a

man, who had

rebelled

againft his natural Prince,

While each fide thus endeavoured to
maintain their ground, the fpring at laft
came on, before the conteft was in any point
decided. Antiochus therefore drew together
all

his

forces,

defigning to attack Cceler

both by land and fea, and make himmafter of the other parts of the province.
At the fame time Ptolemy, having

fyria
felf

intrufted
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intrufted the conduct of the

war

fent large fupplies of (lores to
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to Nicolaus,

Gaza, and or-

dered his fleet to advance, together with a
land army. When the troops arrived, the General in concert v/ith Perigenes, who commanded the naval forces, and who was ready
to

comply with

all

great alacrity, to

his orders, began,

make

with

the necefTary dif-

pofition for fecuring the country againft the

enemy. The fleet was compofed of thirty
decked veffels, with more than four hundred
mips of tranfport. Nicola us himfelf was an
iEtolian by birth ; and was not inferior,
either in courage or experience, to any of

He fent away
the Generals of Ptolemy.
a part of his army, to pofTefs themfelves of
the defiles of Platanus ; while himfelf, incamping with the reft near Porphyreon, refolved, with the afliftance of the fleet which
was ftationed near him, to oppofe on that
fide the

entrance of the king.

Antiochus, arriving now at Marathos, and
being met there by the People of Aradus,

who came

to offer to

him

their afliftance in

the war, not only received them into his alliance, but quieted alio fome contentions,
which had been lono; maintained between
the Aradians of the ifland, and thofe that

upon the continent. He then entered
mountain called Theoprohaving taken
fopon, and came to Eerytus
Botrys in his march, and fet fire to Calamus
S 4
aqd

lived

Syria, along the

:
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Nicarchus and Theodotus, to fecure the
paffes that were near the river Lycus, he
from thence continued his march forwards,
and incamped upon the banks of theDamura
being ftill followed by his fleet, which failed along the coaft as he advanced, under the
command of Diognetus. From this place,
being now joined again by Theodotus and
Nicarchus, with the light-armed troops, he
advanced to take a view of thofe defiles
that were pofTefTed by Nicolaus ; and having carefully obferved the nature of the
ground, as well as the ftrength and fituation
of the feveral ports, he then returned back
again to his

On

•

.

camp

behind
him all his heavy forces under the care of
Nicarchus, he advanced'with the reft of the
army, to attack the enemy in thefe defiles.
The place, in which Nicolaus now was
pofted, was a narrow ground, which lay
between mount Libanus and the fea, and
was covered alfo by an eminence, very rough
and fteep, and which left the paffage along
the more extremely clofe and difficult. He
the following day, having

left

was comnumerous body of troops
and having thrown up alfo various works,
he flattered himfelf that he mould be able,
without much difficulty, to prevent the
enemy from penetrating through the paffes.
had placed
modious for

every part that

in
it

a

Antiochus
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feparate bodies, and

all
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his forces into three

gave one of them to

Theodotus, with orders that he mould diflodge the enemy from their poits at the foot
of the mountain Libanus ; and that the fecond, which was led by Menedemus, at the
fame time mould employ their utmoft efforts,
their paffage along the middle of
ito force
The laft divifion was pofted
the eminence.
under the command
more
upon
the
clofe
of Diodes, the Governour of Parapotamia.
The King himfelf, attended by his guards,
took his ftation in the middle ; that from
thence he might be able to difcern all that
paffed, and to fend affiflance, as occafion
ihould require. At the fame time Diognetus
and Perigenes made all .things ready f or the
engagement ; having drawn their fleets very
near to more, and formed them into fuch a
difpofition, that they feemed to make one
front with their refpedlive armies.
The fig—
nal now was made, and the battle at once
begun both by land and fea. Upon the
fea, becaufe the ftrength and numbers of
the combatants were nearly equal, the fucBut by land, Nicocefs was alfo equal,
Jaus, afllfted by his fituation, at firft gained
fome advantage in the action. But when
Theodotus, having forced the enemy from
their pofts along the foot of the mountain,
fell afterwards with violence upon them from
the higher ground, they then fled with

;

great
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great precipitation.

them were

About two thoufand of

killed in the purfuit,

number taken

prifoners.

The

and an equal
reft

efcaped

though he had
hitherto maintained the fight upon the fea
with the faireftprofpect of fuccefs, no fooner
faw that the army was completely routed,
than he was /truck with confirmation, and
retreated likewife with the fleet towards the
fame place without any lofs.
Antiochus, taking with him all his forces,
came and incamped before Sidon. But as
the city was completely filled with ftores,
and the number of the inhabitants, who
were now alfo joined by thofe that had fled
from the late engagement, very great, he
made no attempt to -take the place but conto Sidon.

Perigenes

alfo,

:

tinued his

march forwards towards Philo-

and fent orders to Diognetus, that he
fail with the fleet to Tyre.
Philoteria lies clofe upon the borders of that lake,
into which the river Jordan enters
and
from whence, flowing out again, it paflfes
through thofe plains in which the city of
The King, having
Scythopolis is fituated.
obtained pofifefiion of both thele places,
which were furrendered to him upon conditions, was now filled with the faireft hopes,
with regard to the final iflue of the war. For
teria

;

mould

;

the country, that was fubjecl to thefe cities,
was fuch as would afford very large fupplies,

fufikient for
2

all

the

army

;

and for*
nifli
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them with every kind of neceflaries, in
the greateft plenty. Having left in both a'pronifti

per garrifon,hethen paffed beyond the

moun-

and came to Atabyrium ; which was
iituated upon a hill of a globular form,
whofe height was more than fifteen ftadia.
In order to become .mafter of this city, he
employed the following ftratagem. Having
engaged the inhabitants in a Ikirmifh, he
directed his own troops to retreat, as if they
had fled before them and when he had thus
tains,

:

drawn the enemy

to a confiderable diftance,

facing fuddenly round again, and at the fame

time fending orders to fome troops that were
placed in ambufcade, to rife and join in the
attack, he killed great numbers of them,
and purfuing clofely after thofe that fled,
took advantage of their confternation, and
entered the city with them without refinance.

About
chus

;

one of the Gecame and joined Antio-

this time, Ceraeas,

nerals of Ptolemy,

who

received

him with

fuch high

marks of honour, that many other commanders alfo were foon afterwards induced
to follow the example.
Among thefe was
Hippolochus ofThefTaly , who brought likewife with him a body of four hundred horfe.
The King, having fecured Atabyrium by
a garrifon, began his march ; and as he advanced, took Pella, Camus, and Gephrus.
After this fuccefs,

all

the people

who

inhabited
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bited the neighbouring places of Arabia, urged each other to fubmit, and with one confen t embraced his party.
Having received
therefore from them fome provifions for his
army, he again continued his march forwards, full of joy and confidence, and pafTing through the diftricl: of Gladiatis, made
himfelf matter of Abila, taking prifoners
alfo the troops that were drawn together for
it's defence, under the command of Nicias,
who was the kinfman and friend of Meneas.
Gadara, which was efteemed to be the
ftrongeft of all the cities that were in that
part of the country, ftill remained to be fubdued. But no fooner had the King incamped before it, and begun to advance his works,
than the inhabitants were ftruck with terBeing now informed,
ror, and furrendered.
that the enemy had affembled in great numbers, at Rabatamana a city of Arabia, and
from thence made incurflons upon the lands
of thofe Arabians who had fubmitted to him,
he immediately began his march in hafle,
and came and incamped near the hills, upon which the city was built. And when
he had furveyed it round on every fide, and
remarked that there were two places only
by which it was poffible to approach it, he
there planted his Machines, and made the

The
were commanded by

neceffary difpofition for the attack.
.

batteries on one fide
Nicarchus, and the other by Theodotus
whils
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while the King attended alike to both with
equal vigilance, and obferved the zealous
emulation of the Generals. As the attack was
made by both with the greateft vigour, and
each contended to be the firft in battering
the part againft which his own machines were pointed, on a fudden, when it

down

fcarcely

w as expected,
r

the wall on both fides

After this fuccefs, they renewed their
affaults againft the place continually, with the
utmoft force and fury, both by night and day.
fell.

As

the numbers however of thofe that w.ere

within the city were very great, their efforts
all

were

But

ineffectual.

after

fome time,

being informed, by one of the prifoners that
were taken, of a certain fubterraneous paffage, from which the befieged were fupplied
with water, they filled the mouth of it with
wood, and ftones, and other fuch materials
and thus in a ftiort time forced the inhabitants through want of water, to furrender.
The King left Nicarchus in the place with
a fufricient garrifon
and fent away Hippolochus and Cera?as, with a body of five
thoufand Infantry, towards Samaria ; to
cover the frontiers of the country from all
infu] t, and to protect the people who had
fubmitted to him.
He then began his
march to Ptolemais with all the army, defining to pafs the winter in that city.
:

C

II

A

P.
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CHAP.

vn.

of the fame fummer, the
being befieged by the Selgians, and reduced to great extremity, folthe courfe
INPedneliffians

fome affiftance from Ach&us and
having obtained a favourable anfwer, they
fuftained the liege with conftancy, in the
hope that in a fhort time they fhould be reAchaeus fent accordingly to their
lieved.
afliftance Garfyeris, with fix thoufand Infantry, and five hundred Horfe.
The Selgians, being informed of his
approach,
pofted the greatefl part of their troops in
licited

:

the defile called Climax ; fecured the approaches to Saporda ; and broke up all the
Garfyeris, continuing ftill to adroads.
vance, entered Milyas, and incamped near
But when he found that the
Cretopolis.
enemy had poffefTed themfelves of all the
paffes, and flopped his farther progrefs, he
employed the following ftratagem. Having

ordered his army to decamp, he directed
his route back again, as if he had loft all
hope of being able to fuccour the befieged.
The Selgians, not fufpecling any fraud, left
retired, feme of them to
camp, and fome into the city for it
was now the time of harveft. But Gar-

their polls, and

their

fyeris,

:

returning in a fhort time afterwards
feized the

by quick and continued marches,
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paffes, which were left without defence ; and
having fecured them all by fufficient guards,
under the command of Phaylus, he advanced with the reft of his troops to Perga
and from thence fent deputations to all the
people of Pilidia and Pamphylia, exhorting
them to fecure themfelves in time again ft
the growing power of the Belgians, to enter into an alliance with Achaeus, and to
join their forces with him to affift the Ped:

In the mean while the Selgians,
being perfuaded that, by their knowledge of
the country, they mould foon be able to
ftrike a terror into Phaylus, fent away a
body of troops to diflodge him from his
pofts.
But fo far were they from being
able to accomplish their defign, that, on the
contrary, they loPc many of their men. They
defifted therefore from this attempt, and returning again to the bufinefs of the fiege,
began to prefs the city more clofely than

neliffians.

before.

About

this time, the

Etenneans,

who

in-

mountainous parts of Pifidia
beyond Sida, joined Garfyeris with eight
thoufand heavy - armed troops ; and the
people of Afpendus with four thoufand. But
thofe of Sida refufed to take any part in
this confederacy
partly becaufe they were
difpofed to favour the interefts of Antiochus but chiefly, becaufe they hated the

habited the

:

;

Afpendians.

Garfyeris, having increafed his

army
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army by thefe new forces, advanced towards
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being perfuaded that the Selgians, upon his firft approach, would raife
the fiege.
But as he was wholly difappointed in this hope, he incamped at a
moderate diftance from them ; and being
defirous to relieve the Pedneliffians, who
were now much preffed by famine, he ordered two thoufand men, carrying each a
Pedneliflus

;

mealure of corn,

to enter the city in

the

but the Selgians, informed of their
approach, fell upon them in their march,
killed the greateft part of the detachment,
and carried away the corn. After this fuccefs, they refolved not only ftill to prefs the
liege of the city as before, but even to in-

night

:

camp.

vert Garfyeris alfo in his

For

in the

of war, the Selgians are always very
bold and enterprizing, even to rafhnefs.
Leaving therefore behind them the forces
only, that were necelfary to guard their own
intrenchments, they advanced with the reft
of their army, and fell with fury upon
affairs

the

camp of

once.

the enemy, in

Garfyeris, being

fet v/ith

many

fide,

and per-

places his

intrench-

ments were already forced,
his Cavalry, through

a.

parts at

thus fuddenly be-

danger upon every

ceiving that in

many

fent

away

all

certain paffage that

open by the enemy/ The Selgians,
imagining that they had retreated from
the camp through fear, and were haften-

was

left
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ing to efcape by

flight,

made no attempt

intercept or flop them.

having taken a
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to

But thefe troops

circuit round, fell fuddenly

upon the enemy

their rear,

in

The

force and fury.

with great

Infantry alfo, though

they were almoft forced from the intrenchments, refumed again their courage, and
The Selgireturned boldly to the charge.
ans* being thus preffed on every fide, were
at laft conftrained to fly.
At the fame time
the Pedneliflians from the city attacked the
troops that were left to guard the intrenchments, and drove them from their camp. As
they all fled different ways, not fewer than
ten thoufand of them were deftrbyed in the
purfuit.

Among

thofe

that

efcape, the allies retired to
cities

;

and the

were able to

their refpedlive

directing their

Selgians,

mountains* returned back

flight acrofs the

again to their own country.
Garfyeris immediately decamped, and
purfued with the greateft hafte ; defigning
to pafs through the defiles, and to appear
in fight of Selga,

before the

inhabitants

fhould be recovered from
time to take the meafures that

their confterna-

tion, or find

were neceflary for their defence.
accordingly, with all his army,

camped near the

city.

The

He came
and in-

Selgians,

dif-

heartened by their late defeat, and not expecting any farther fuccours from their allies,

who had

Vol.

II.

alfo

been involved in the

T

fame

p
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lame misfortune, began to apprehend, that
both their country and themfelves were now
Having called toloft without refburce.
2

r

gether therefore an AfTembly, they refolved
to depute to Garfyeris one of their citizens,
whofe name was Logbafis. This man had

been the gueit and intimate friend of that
Antiochus who died in Thrace an'd having been intrufted by him at his death,
with the charge of Laodice, who was
afterwards married to Achaeus,. he had educated her, as his own proper daughter, with
The
a true parental tendernefs and cafe.
Selgians therefore were perfuaded, that no
one was more fit to be employed at this
But Logbafis, when he had
conjuncture.
entered into private conference with Garfyeris, To far forgot his duty to his country,
that inftead of performing the fervice that
was expected from him, he on the contrary
preffed this General to fend and call Achaeus
without delay, and promifed to betray the
Garfyeris received this ofcity to them.
greateft
the
with
joy, and immediately
fer
difpatched fome mefTengers to inform AAnd having conchasus of the accident.
Selgians,
with
the
he found
fented to a truce
means to delay from time to time the con:

clufion of the treaty,

doubts and

inventing

ftill

new

difficulties, with defign to afford

leifure for Achaeus to arrive, and that
Logbafis might be able alfo to prepare, in

full

con-»
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with

himfelf,

neceffary

for

concert

the

the
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meafures that

execution of the

projecT:.

During this time, as frequent deputations
went and returned on either fide, it grew at
to be the

laft

common

practice of the fol-

go from the camp into the city,
an indulgence, which
in various inftances has proved the caufe of
utter ruin and deftrudlion.
For my own
to

diers,

to procure provifions

part indeed, I

am

:

inclined to believe, that

man, who

is efteemed more dexterous and
than any other animal, is in truth

artful

of

all

moft open

and fraud.

to furprize

How many camps and garrifons, how many
of the ftrongefl cities, have fallen a prey to
this very kind of treachery ? Yet though the
examples are thus frequent and notorious, we
ftill, I know not how, are novices,
with
refpect to all fuch enterprises, through the
want o paying a due attention to thofe misfortunes in which others, from their negligence, have been involved. We employ great
pains and coft, to draw together money and
ftores, to fortify our towns with walls, and
to fill our magazines with arms, in order to
all fudden accidents
but totally neglect thofe means of fafety,
which may be acquired with far greater

fecure ourfelves againft

eafe,

and

which

afford a fure refource in

every dangerous conjuncture.

knowledge of

all

pan:

T

2

;

I

mean

traniactions,

that

which
is
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by Hiftory, and which always
be gained, with not lefs pleafure than
advantage, even in the made of a fafe and
honourable repofe.
Achacus arrived at the expe&ed time ; and
the Selgians, after they had been admitted

is

fuppiied

may

to a conference with him, flattered

them-

with the hope, that they mould be
able to obtain the mod favourable terms of
Logbaiis, who from time to time
peace.
felves

had drawn together

in fmall

numbers

to his

houfe the foldiers that came into the city

from the camp, now
alfemble

all

preffed the citizens to

the people, to take advantage of

the favourable difpofition of Achacus, and to
bring the treaty to it's laft conclufion. The
Selgians met together therefore in a general

AiTembly ; and, as if they had been fecure
of bringing the affair to a fpeedy hTue, permitted even the guards to retire from their
feveral pofts.
At this time Logbafis, having given the fignal to the enemy, ordered the foldiers that were with him to
ftand ready for the engagement, and armed

himfelf alfo and his Sons.
Achaeus, taking
with him one half of his forces, approached
near the city ; while Garfyeris with the
reft directed his march towards a Temple
of Jupiter, called Cefoedium, which itood
as a kind of citadel, and commanded all
the city.
But a certain Shepherd, having
perceived by accident what was done, in-

formed

ofPOLYBIUS.
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formed the Affembly of it. The foldiers ran in
one part towards Cefbedium, and the
reft to the other ports 3 and the people, inflamed with rage, to the houfe of Logbafis.
And finding there a clear difcovery of the
treafon, fome of them climbed up to the roof,
while others forced their entrance through
the doors, and killed Logbafis and his (bns,
and all the reft that were with him in the
hafte,

They then proclaimed liberty to

houfe.

the

Haves, and having divided themfelves into

took poffeffion of all the advantageous pofts. When Garfyeris faw, that
feveral bodies,

Cefbedium was already fecured againft him,
he defifted at once from his defign. Achaeus on the contrary endeavoured to force
his entrance through die gates. But the Belgians advanced againft him^ killed feven
hundred of his men, and at laft conftrained

him

to retire again,

with Garfyeris, to-

But after this fuccefs, being apprehenfive that fome diforders might
happen in the city, and dreading alfo the
dangers of a fiege, they deputed fome of
wards his camp.

their oldeft citizens, in the habits of fub-

miffion, to Achseus

who

;

confented to a

with them upon thefe conditions :
" That they fhould immediately pay four
hundred Talents, and after a certain time,
three hundred more
and reftore all their

treaty

:

prifoners to

Selgians

by

the Pedneliffians."

Thus the

their bravery faved their country

T

3

from
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from the ruin, which the impious treachery
of Logbalis had almoft brought upon it
and displayed fuch courage as indeed was
worthy of a free and generous people, defcended from the frock of Sparta,
Achaeus,
having reduced Milyas, with the greater part
alio of Pamphylia, continued his march to

made

Sardes; and from thence

perpetual

the territories of Attalus

incurfions into

threatened Prufias with a war ; and became very formidable to all the States, that
were on this fide of mount Taurus.

During the time
employed in the

in

which Achaeus was

fiege of

Selga,

Attalus,

taking with him a body of the Gauls called
Tedtofages, advanced through the country
to recover again the towns of /Eolis, with
the reft of the cities alfo that were near,

which through
chaeus.

The

terror

had fubmitted

greater part of thefe

Aimmeto

and were even pleafed
be received under his protection.
A
fmall number only were reduced by force.
diately furrendered,

to

Among

were Cyme, Smyrna, and
alfo
and iEgea were
ilruck with terror at his approach, and
readily fubmitted. The Teians and theColophonians lent fbme deputies to meet him, and
the

firjft

Temnus

Phbcaea.

furrendered their
fore,
lity.

cities at

difcretion.

He

them the fame conditions as beand took fome hoftages of their fideBut among all the reft, the embaf-

granted

.to

fadors
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from Smyrna were received with the
greateft marks of favour ; becaufe the people of that city had perflated always in a'
clofe attachment to his interefts.
From
hence, continuing his march forwards, and
paffing the river Lycus, he traverfed Myfia,
ftruck with terror the garrifons of Didyma
and Carfa, and gained' pofleffion of both
thofe fortreffes, which were furrendered to
him by Themiftocles, whom Achaeus had
intruded with the government of that part
of the country. Having then wafted all the
plain of Apia, he parTed the mountain Pelecas, and came and incamped near the river
Megiftus. During his ftay in this place, there
happened to be an Eclipfe of the moon.
The Gauls, who had long Supported with the
greateft pain the difficulties of a march, in
which their wives and children followed
them in chariots, regarded this event as an
evil portent, and refufed to advance any
Attains, though he now no longer
farther.
wanted the affiftance of thefe troops, and
fadors

had experienced likewife, that in all their
marches they ftill were feparated from the
other forces, that they alfo incamped apart,
and were at all times haughty and untractable, was thrown however by this accident
in great perplexity.
For as he dreaded, on
the one hand, that they would now join
Achaeus, and fall, together with that Prince,
upon forne part of his dominions, fo on the

T

4

other
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other hand, he was no

apprehenfive,

lefs

mould draw upon himfelf the cenfure of mankind, in cafe that he mould furround them with the reft of his army, and
that he

thus deftroy a body of men who had trufted
themfelves to his protection, and under that
fecurity had followed him into Afia.
At
laft therefore he refolved to feize the occafion of their

prefent difcontent, and pro-

he would lead them to a
that
from whence they might again pafs
into Europe ; that he would allot a country
mifed
place

alfo to

them,

fufficient for their fettlement

come, be always ready
and comply with
to advance
every juft demand. He conducted them acand having
cordingly to the Hellefpont
marks
of
favour
to
the inhabigreat
fhewn
tants of Ilium, Lampfacus, and Alexandria,
who had all remained firm in their attachment to him, he then returned to Pergamus
with his army.
and

for the time to

their interefts,

:

CHAP.
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Spring approached,

An-

V

\ tiochus and Ptolemy, having comleted all their preparations, were now ready
Ptolemy
y a battle to decide the war.
therefore began his march from Alexandria,
with feventy thoufand Foot, five thoufand
Horfe, and feventy-threc Elephants. Antiochus,
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chus, being informed of his approach,

together alfo his forces. His army was compofed of five thoufand light-armed troops*
Daians, Carmanians, and Cilicians, under the
command of Byttacus a Macedonian ; and
twenty thoufand men, feledted from all parts
of the kingdom, armed after the Macedonian manner, and led by Theodotus the
./Etolian, who had deferted from the fervice
of king Ptolemy. The greater part of thefe

wore

filver bucklers.

There was a Phalanx

of twenty thoufand men, commanded
by Nicarchus and Theodotus the Hermionian two thoufand Agrianians and Perfians,
armed with bows and flings, and with them
a thoufand Thracians $ under the care of
Menedemus, a citizen of Alabanda
five
thoufand Medes, Ciflians, Caddufians, and
Carmanians, who received their orders from
Afpafianes a Mede
ten thoufand men from
Arabia, and the neighbouring countries,
five thoufand
condufted by Zabdiphilus
Grecian mercenaries, commanded by Hippolochus of Theffaly ; fifteen hundred Cretans, by Eurylochus ; and a thoufand Neoa thoufand
cretans, by Zeles of Gortyna
alfo

:

:

:

:

:

Cardacians, and five hundred Lydian archers,

under the conduct of Lyfimachus a Gaul.
The number of the Cavalry was about fix
thoufand.
Four thoufand of them were
commanded by Antipater, the Brother of
the King j and the reft by Themifon. Thus
the

29S

The General History Book V.

the whole

army of Antiochus confided of

feventy-two thoufand Foot, and fix thoufand
Horfe ; with a hundred and two Elephants.
Ptolemy, advancing to Pelufium, and
having waited there to receive the troops
that were not yet come up, and to diftribute
provifions among his army, again decamped,
and pafling through a dry and defert country, along mount Cafius, and the place that
was called the Pits, arrived at Gaza. And
having allowed fome time for the refrefhment of his army, he continued his route
forwards by flow and gentle marches, and
on the fifth day fixed his camp at the
diftance of fifty ftadia from the city of R aphia ; which is fituated beyond Rhinocorura, and ftands the neareft towards ./Egypt,
of all the cities of Ccele-fyria.
At the fame time Antiochus alfo began
his march, and pafling beyond Raphia,
came and incamped, in the night, at the
diftance of ten ftadia from the enemy.
But
within fome days afterwards, being defirous
to poflefs himfelf of fome more advantageous
pofts, and at the fame time to infpire his
troops with confidence, he advanced fo near
to Ptolemy, that the armies were now feparated from each other by the diftance only
of five ftadia. Frequent engagements therefore happened every day between the troops,
that went abroad to get water, or provifions; and many fkirrnifhes, both of the
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was

between the camps.
During this time, Theodotus formed an
attempt, that was worthy indeed of an iEtolian, but which fhewed no fmall degree of
From
courage and enterpi-izing boldnefs.
his long acquaintance with the court of Ptolemy, he knew all the cuftoms of the King,
and the manner in which he lived. Attended therefore by no more than two companions, he went over to the camp of the
enemy, a little before break of day. As
the darknefs fcreened his face from all difcovery, fo his habit likewife pafied unobferved, becaufe there were various kinds of
drefles in the camp.
He advanced boldly
therefore to the Royal Tent, which in the
late Ikirmifhes he had eafily remarked, and
entered it unnoticed by the guards.
But he
found not the perfon whom he fought. For
this indeed was the Tent of State, in which
jthe King ufually flipped, and admitted his
but he flept in a diffefriends to audience
rent tent. Theodotus therefore, when he had
:

fearched in vain in

two

every corner,

wounded

were fleeping there, and
killed Andreas the Phyfician of the King,
and then returned again with fafety ; having
received fome flight difturbance only as he
And thus, as far as courage
left the camp.
only was required, he fully accomplifhed his
defign.
But he failed through want of pruofficers

that

dence,
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dence, in not having examined with the neceflary care, in what part of the camp the

King was ufed to fjeep.
The two Kings, when they had

thus for
days remained in fight, refolved at laft to
engage in a decifive action. As foon there-

five

fore as Ptolemy began

firft

in motion, Antiochus alfo

to put his troops

drew out

all

his

and ranged them in order of battle*
Phalanxes, on either fide, with the
of the troops likewife that were armed

forces,

The
reft

after the
fite

Macedonian manner, flood oppo-

to each pther in the centre.

The

wings,

on the

Upon

part of Ptolemy* were thus difpofed.
the left flood Polycrates, with the Ca-

was under his command. Between him and the Phalanx, were firft the
Cretan forces ; after thefe, the Royal Guards;
then the Pelt^ftse, led by Socrates ; and in
valry that

the

laft place,

clofe joining

to the Phalanx,

the Africans, armed after the manner of the
Macedonian?. Upon the right Wing, flood

Echecrates with his Cavalry.

upon

were placed

Clofe to hini

the Gauls
Grecian
to
thefe,
the
next
;
mercenaries, under the command of Phoxidas ; and after them, the Phalanx of
./Egyptians.
Forty of the Elephants were
his left,

firft

and Thracians

pofted on the left Wing, in which Ptolemy
himfelf defigned to engage ; and thirty-three
upon the right, at fome diftance before the

mercenary Cavalry.
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Antiochus placed fixty of his elephants*
under the command of Philip, who was his
fofter-brother, before the right Wing,

he defigned

which

to lead himfelf to the charge

Behind the Elephants,
were two thoufand Horfe, commanded by
Antipater, and clofe to thefe two thoufand
more, which were ranged in the figure call-

againft Ptolemy.

ed the Forceps.
front, flood

Joining to the Cavalry, in
the Cretans ; then the Gre-

firft

and between thefe and
the troops that were armed after the Macedonian manner, the five thoufand men that
were under the command of Byttacus a Ma-

cian mercenaries

cedonian.

On

;

the

left

Wing flood Themi-

with two thoufand Cavalry. Next to
thefe, were
the Lydian and Cardacian
Archers ; then the light-armed troops of
Menedemus, which amounted to about
three thoufand ; afterwards the Ciffians,
Medes, and Carmanians ; and laftly, joining
to the Phalanx, the forces from Arabia, and
the neighbouring countries.
The remaining part of the Elephants were pofted alfo
before this Wing, under the command of
Myifcus, one of the young men that had
been educated with the King.
When the armies were thus ranged in order, and ready to engage, the two kings, attended by their officers and friends, advanced
along the front of all the Line, and endeavoured to inlpire their troops with courage efpe-

fon,

cially
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daily the Phalanxes, in which they had
placed their greateft hopes.
Upon this oc-

Ptolemy was accompanied by his
Sifter Arfinoe, and by Sofibius alfo and Andromachus ; Antiochus, by Theodotus and
Nicarchus for thefe, on both fides, were die
Generals, by whom the Phalanxes were
commanded. The motives that were urged
to animate the troops were on either fide the
P'or as thefe princes had both been
fame.
feated fo lately upon the throne, and had
themfelves performed no actions that were
worthy to be mentioned, they were forced
to have recourfe alike to the fame and great
exploits of their refpective anceftcrs.
But
above all the reft, they promifed alfo on their

cafion

:

own

rewards, as well to every
officer apart, as in general to all the army ;
part, great

word, employed not exhortations
prayers alfo and intreaties, to enbut
only,

and

in a

gage them to perform their duty^ with alacrity and vigour.
In this manner, riding along from rank to
rank, they addreffed

all

the troops in turn,

fbmetimes by themfelves, and fometimes by
But when Ptolemy with his
Interpreters.
Sifter, came to the left Wing of his army,
and Antiochus, attended by his guards, had
taken his ftation alio upon his right, the
ferial was founded to engage, and the elephants, approaching fir ft, began the comAmong thofc that belonged to Ptolenat.
3
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that advanced boldly

was then pleaengaged in clofe
combat from the Towers, and pulhing aBut
gainft each other with their fpears.
againft their adverfaries.

It

ling to behold the foldiers

the

themfelves afforded a far nobler

Beafts

they rufhed together, front
to front, with the greater!: force and fury.
For this is the manner in which they
fpe&acle as

Twifting their tufks together, they
each of them with his utmoft force,
to maintain their own ground, and to move

fight.

ftrive,

their adverfary

from

his place.

And when

the ftrongeft of them has at laft pufhed afide
the trunk of the other, and forced him to
turn his flank, he then pierces him with his

fame manner as Bulls in fighting wound each other with their horns. But
the greater part of the beafts that belonged
to Ptolemy declined the combat.
For this
ufually happens to the Elephants of Afric ;
which are not able to fupport either the
fmeil or cry of the Indian Elephants.
Or
rather perhaps, they are ftruck with terror
at the view of their enormous fize and
ftrength ; fince even before they approach
tuflcs,

near

in the

together,

they frequently

turn their

backs and fly.
And this it was, which at;
As foon therefore as
this time happened.
thefe animals, being thus difordered by their
feai s,

had

fallen againft the

own army, and

ranks of their

forced the Royal Guards to

break
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break the Line, Antiochus, feizing the ocand advancing round on the outfide
of the elephants, charged the Cavalry which
was commanded by Polycrates, in the extremity of the left Wing of Ptolemy. At the
fame time alfo the Grecian mercenaries, who
flood within the elephants, near the Phalanx, advanced with fury againft the Peltafia?, and routed them with little difficulty,
becaufe their ranks likewife were already
broken by the elephants
Thus the whole
left Wing of the army of Ptolemy was decafion,

i

feated,

and forced to

Echecrates,

fly.

who commanded in

the right,

fome time waited to obferve, what would
be the event of the engagement upon the
left.
But when he faw that the duft was
driven faft towards them, and that their
elephants fled wholly from the combat, he
for

Phoxidas,
who commanded the
mercenaries of Greece, to advance againft
the troops that flood oppofite to him in
front; while himfelf, having directed his
ordered

own

Cavalry, together with thofe that were

drawn up behind the elephants, to defile
along the wing, till they had flretched beyond the elephants of the left wing of Antiochus, charged the Cavalry of that wing
both in flank and rear, and foon caufed a
general rout. Phoxidas alfo, with the troops
that were under his

command,

at the

fame

time forced the Arabians and the Mcdes to

fly

in

Chap.

VIII.

ofPOLYfilUS.

in great diforder.

305
Thus Antiochus, who

had gained the victory upon
completely vanquifhed on

his right,

his

left.

was
The'

Phalanxes alone, being thus ftripped of
both their wings, remained intire in the
middle of the plain, and knew not what
they fhould expect or fear*
While Antiochus was purfuing his victory
upon the right, Ptolemy, who had retreated
behind his Phalanx, advanced now into the
centre, and fhewing himfelf to both armies,
ftruck the enemy with terror, and infpired
his own forces with alacrity arid confidence*
Andromachus therefore and Sofibius, levelling their fpears, advanced without delay
The troops of Syria,
againft the enemy.
who were all felect men, for fome time

But thofe that were
commanded by Nicarchus immediately turn*
ed their backs and fled.
During this time,
Antiochus, young and unlkilled in w a,
and judging, from the victory which himfelf had gained, that the fame good fortune
had attended alfo in every other part of
fuftained the charge*

the action,

ftill

purfued with eagernefs the

troops that had fled before him.

But

after

fome time, when one of the older Generals
had defired him to remark the duft, that

w

driven towards his camp by the Phalanx
of the enemy, he then faw what had haps

pened, and ran back in hafte, attended by
Guards, towards the place of battle.

his

Vol.

II.

U
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the troops were now completely

as

routed, he was forced to retreat to Raphia :
being periuadcd that, as far as the fuccefs

had depended on himfelf, he had gained a
perfect victory
and that the battle had
been only loft, through the want of fpirit,
and bafe cowardice of his troops. Ptolemy,
having thus obtained by his Phalanx a complete and decilive victory, and killed alfo, by
his Cavalry and mercenaries of the right
wing, great numbers in the purtuit, returned back again to his camp ; and on the following day, when he had firft interred his
foldiers that were flain, and fpoiled the
bodies of the enemy, he directed his march
towards Raphia.
Antiochus had at firft
defigned to draw together all his troops,
and to incamp without the walls of Raphia
but as the greater part had fled for fafety
into the city, he was forced alfo himfelf to
enter it. But early on the following day, he
directed his route towards Gaza, with the
remains of his army, and there incamped
and from thence fent to obtain permiflion of
Ptolemy, to bury his men alfo that were
He had loft in the action fcarcely
flain.
fewer than ten thoufand of his Infantry, with
more than three hundred Horfe. Above
four thoufand alfo were taken prifoners.
Three of his elephants were killed in the
engagement, and two died afterwards of
On the part of Ptolemy
their wounds.
were
:
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were
hundred Foot, and feven
hundred^Horfe. But feventeen of his elephantsflain fifteen

were killed and a greater number taken.
Such was the end of the Battle of Raphia
between thefe two Princes, for the foverei^n;

tf of Coele-fyria.

When

Antiochus had difcharged the laft
who had fallen in the
action, he directed his route back again,
towards his own kingdom.
At the fame
time Ptolemy took poffeflion of Raphia without reliftance, with the reft: alio of the
neighbouring cities ; which all feemed to
duties to his foldiers

ftrive together,

which mould be

firft,

to re-

turn again to his dominion, and receive
as their

matter.

For

him

in fuch conjunctures,

men

indeed are ready to accommodate
But
their refolutions to the prefent times.
the people efpecially of Ccele-fyria are more
ftrongly led by nature to this compliance,
At this
than thofe of any other country.
time howeve r, their conduct muft in part be
afcribed to that affection, by which they
were before inclined towards the kings of
Mgypt. For the multitude through all the
province, had always been accuftomed to
regard the princes of this family with fentiments of high refpct and veneration. Ptoleall

my therefore

was received among them with
crowns, facrifices, altars, and every other
honour, which flattery was able to invent.
As foon as Antiochus arrived in fafety
at the city which was called by his own
name,
2

U
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name, he fent Antipater his nephew, and
Theodotus, embafTadors to Ptolemy to treat
For he feared that if the enemy
of peace.
fhould

now

fubjects,

purfue

their victory, his

dilheartened by the

late

own

defeat,

might perhaps revolt
and that Achajus
would be ready alfo to take advantage of
the occafion, which was fo favourable for
his defigns againft him. Ptolemy never once
reflected upon any of thefe circumftances
;

but, fatisfied with having thus gained a victory,

which he

fcarcely

had the courage

to

expect, and finding himfelf again poffefled of

was fo far from being averfe to
peace, that on the contrary he embraced it
with immoderate hafte ; and fled again to
that repofe, to which his indolence and haAs foon
bitual vices forcibly inclined him.
Ccele-fyria,

therefore as the embafladors arrived, having
firft

given vent to fome flight expostulations

and complaints, with

refpect to the attempt

that had been formed againft

him by Antio-

chus, he immediately confented to a truce

and fent away Soiibius to ratify
And when he had pafled three
months in Syria and Phcenice, and reftored
peace and order among all the cities, he left
the government of the country to Andromachus of Afpendus, and returned back again
with his Sifter, and his favourites, to Alex^
having fmifhed the war in a manandria
ner which occafioned no fmall furprize among the people of his kingdom, who were

for a year,

the treaty.

:

accquainted
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acquainted with his former courfe of life.
Antiochus, as foon as the treaty was concluded by Sofibius, refumed his 'firft defign,
and began to make the neceffary preparations for his war againft Achseus.
Such

was the

ftate

of

affairs

in Afia.

CHAR
ABOUT

IX.

time an Earthquake hapRhodes, which threw down
their vaft Coloffus, together with a great
part of the .walls and naval arfenals.
But
the Rhodians, by their wife and dexterous
management, fo well improved the accident, that, inflead of being deftruftive
to them, it brought many great advanSo different are the
tages to their city.
effeels of prudence and activity, from thofe
of negligence and folly, as well in pubin the bufinefs alfo
of
lick affairs, as
For through the latter of thefe
private life.

pened

this

at

even happy events become perniwhile the former, on the contrary,
Thus the
convert calamities into benefits.
Rhodians, exaggerating all the horrors of
the accident that had befallen them, and
preferving ftill a grave and folemn dignity,
both in the addreftes that were made in publick by their embafladors, and in their own
particular deportment, induced the cities,
and efpecially the Kings, not only to fend
qualities,

cious

5

U
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of very great value, but even to efteem
favour, that

cepted by them.

their prefents

were ac-

From Hiero and

Gelo,
they received feventy-five Talents of filver.
one part of which was paid immediately,
and the reft in a ftiort time afterwards, to
furnifh oil for the games of theGymnafium;
fome filver cauldrons with their bafes ; fome
cifterns for holding water ; ten talents, to defray the expence of facrifices ; and ten more
to increafe the number of the citizens
:

whole amounted to near a hundred Talents.
The fame Princes exempted
alio from all imports the veffels that failed
from Rhodes ; and gave to them likewife fifty
fo that the

of the length of three Cubits.
yet after all this bounty, as if they

Catapults,

And

had themlelves received fome favours from
the Rhodians, they erected in the publick
place of their city a Statue of the people of Rhodes, in the act of receiving a

Crown from

another Statue, which repre-

fen ted the People of Syracufe.

engaged

to furnifh

them with

Ptolemy

alfo

three hundred

Talents of Silver; a million meafures of corn ;
with timber to build ten Quinqueremes and
ten Triremes ; fome fquare pieces alfo of
fir, the meafure of which together was forty
thoufand Cubits ; a thoufand Talents of
brafs coin ; three thoufand weight of hemp;
three thoufand pieces of cloth for fails;
three thoufand Talents for replacing their
Colofius ; a hundred architects, ana three
hundred
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with four-

;

year for

fub-

their

twelve thoufand meafures of corn

games and

facrifices ; and twenty
thoufand for the fubfiftence of the ten
Triremes.
The chief part of thefe prefents was immediately fent to Rhodes ;
together with a third part alfo of all the
money. In the fame manner likewife, Antigonus fupplied them with ten thoufand pieces
of timber, that was proper to be cut into

for their

from eight

folid blocks,

to fixteen

cubits;

thoufand planks, of feven cubits ; three
thoufand weight of iron ; a thoufand alfo,
of pitch, with a thoufand meafures of tar
and promifed to add befides, a hundred TaHis wife Chryfeis fent, on her part,
lents.
a hundred thoufand meafures of corn, and
three thoufand weight of lead.
Seleucus
alfo, the father of Antiochus, not content
with having difchar^ed from imoofts the
Rhodian veffels that failed to any part of
his dominions, gave them alfo ten Quinqueremes completely equipped two hundred thoufand meafures of corn ; ten
thoufand cubits of timber ; and a thoufand
five

->

weight of hair and
nerofity

by

was

alfo

refin.

Mithridates,

Prufias,

ther princes,

who

The fame
and

all

then reigned in

Lyfanias, Olympicus, and Limnasus.

with regard

ge-

(hewn towards them,

to the cities,

V

4

which

affifted

the o-

Afia

;

And
them
as
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would reach, they
If we look
are fcarcely to be numbered.
back therefore only to the time in which the
Rhodians were firft: eliablifhed in their city,
as

as far

we may

their abilities

perhaps a matter of furfhort a pethey
gained
mould
have
fo
confiderriod,
able an increafe, with refpecT: both to the
private riches of the citizens, and the pubBut on the
lick wealth alio of the State.
other hand, if we reflect upon the great
advantages, which they derive from the
happy fituation of their city, together with
thole plentiful fupplies, that have flowed
into it from abroad, we mall then find no
but rather be perfuaded,
caufe of wonder
that the condition of this people might have
been even ftill more full and flourishing.
In recounting thus minutely all the circumftances that attended this event, my dethink

it

prize, that, in the courfe of fo

:

fign

was

and

earneftnefs,

firft,

(hew the uncommon zeal
with which the Rhodians

to

ftruggled to reftore their country to

mer

ftate

;

a zeal,

worthy both of

which indeed

its

is

for-

highly

and imitation and
might from hence
fparingly
the Princes of the
be feen, how
prefent age difpenfe their bounty, a,nd of
praife

in the next place, that

how

little

States

value are

:

it

the Gifts, which the

and Cities now

receive.

thefe examples thofe princes

For from

may be

taught,

not to boaft of their munificence, when,
they
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they have beftowed perhaps a prefent of
four or five Talents only ; nor expect, that
the Greeks fhould offer to them in return
the fame acknowledgements and honours,
the Kings

of former
times.
The Cities alfo on the other hand,
when they have feen the immenfe value of
the gifts, that were once beftowed upon them
may become more referved and prudent,
and not proftitute their beft and nobleft
honours, in return for benefits of little
worth, but endeavour rather to make fo juft
a diftribution of their favours, as may preferve their own dignity undiminifhed, and
convince mankind, that the Greeks are

were decree d

as

ftill

fuperior to

all

to

return again to the place, in

which

off our relation of the Social

When

the

We now

other people.

we

broke

War,

Summer now was come,

which Agetas was the

in

Praetor of the iEto-

and Aratus of the Achasans, Lycurgus, King of Sparta, was recalled again
by the Ephori, who had difcovered that the
fufpicions, through which he had been
He returned
fprced to fly, were falfe.
therefore to the city from /Etolia, and immediately concerted meafures with Pyrrhias
an yffitolian, who was then the General of
the Elean forces, for making an incurfion

lians,

into
his

that

the
firft

all

MefTenian

territory.

entrance upon his

Aratus, at

had found
the mercenary troops of the Repuboffice,

lick

314

The General History Book V.

were broken and difperfed ; and that the
no longer paid their contributions
to the war for fuch were the effects, as we
have before obferved, of the unadtive and
imfkilful conduct of Eperatus the former
lick

Cities

:

Praetor.

Having

called together therefore

and obtained, by his
circumftances of affairs required, he applied himfelf with vigour to remedy the pan: diforders, and complete all the neceflary preBy this Decree it
parations for the war.
was refolved, that the Achasans mould receive into their pay a body of new mercenaries, confifting of eight thoufand Foot
and five hundred Horfe ; that they mould
raife alfo in Achaia three thoufand Foot,
and three hundred Horfe ; that among thefe,
there mould be five hundred Foot of Megalopolis, armed with brazen bucklers, and
fifty Horfe ; with an equal number of Argians ; and that three veffels alfo mould
fail towards Acte and the Gulph of Argos,
and three be fent over to cover Patrae, and
Dyme, with the reft of the places that ftood
the Achssan

States,

perfuafions, fuch a

decree as the

along that coaft.
While Aratus was thus employed, Pyrrhias and Lycurgus, having agreed together,
that they mould both at the fame time begin their march, advanced towards the borders of Meffenia.
Aratus, being informed

of their defign, took with him the mercenaries,
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of the Achaean forces,
Megalopolis,
to fuccour the
and came to
Lycurgus, having gained by
Meflenians.
fome fecret .practices a fortrefs of the Meffenians, called Thalamae, continued his route
from thence with the greateft hafte, in
But Pyrrhias on
order to join the Eleans.
the other hand, who had begun his march
from Elis with a very fmall body of troops,
was oppofed upon the borders of MefTenia
naries,

and a part

alfo

by the Cypariffians, and forced to return,
Lycurgus therefore, being thus prevented
from joining the Eleans, as he had at firft
defigned, and not able, with his own forces,
to attempt any action of importance,

made

flight incurfions only upon the neighbouring country, for the fake of gaining the

fome

were neceffary for his troops,
and then led his army back again to Sparta.
When the enemy had thus failed in their

fupplies

that

defign, Aratus, in order to defeat

all fuch
attempts for the time to come, prevailed on
Taurion, and the people of MefTenia, to
draw together feverally five hundred Foot
and fifty Horfe, for the defence of the Mef-

fenians, Megalopolitans, Argians,

and Te-

lands, lying clofe upon the
borders of Laconia, were chiefly expofed to

geans, whole

while himfelf, with the Achseans and
the mercenaries, engaged to cover tbofe
parts of Achaia that were fituated on the

infult,

fide

He

of iEtolia and Elea.

afterwards

employed
2
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employed all his pains, to calm the conof the Megalopolitans, and to reftore
peace among them, as the Achaeans had
directed in their late Decree.
For this
people, whofe ftate and city not long before had been fubverted by Cleomenes, were
wholly deftitute of many things, and fcantily fupplied with all. They retained indeed
the fame high fpirit as before ; but were
utterly unable to difcharge or fatisfy, either
their own particular wants, or the publick
neceffities of the State.
Hence arofe confor fucK
tention, jealoufy, and hot debates
are the effects w hich naturally fpring, as well
in publick States as among private men,
whenever they are preffed by penury, and
deprived of the refources that are neceffary
tends

:

T

for

carrying into

execution

their defigns.

Their firft difpute related to the manner
For
in which the city mould be built.
fome maintained, that it was neceffary to
contract the former circuit of the

walls,

that thus they might be able to finifh what

they mould begin, and to defend the city
For it was judged
alfo againft an enemy.
to have been the only caufe of their late
misfortune, that their city was of very great
extent, and the inhabitants in proportion
few.
They contended likewife, that thofe

who

were rich among the

citizens,

mould

give up a third part of their lands, in or-

der to obtain fome

new

inhabitants.

Others

on
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with equal warmth,

either to relinquifti their pofleffions, or con-

be
leffened. But the chief and mod important
fubject of their contefts was a new body of
Laws, framed for their ufe by Prytanis, a
Peripatetic of diftinguifhed eminence, who
fent that the circuit of the city Ihould

was

fent

to

them

for

that

purpofe

by

Antigonus.
Aratus employed all the methods that feemed likely to be moft effectual
for calming thefe diforders, and at laft acTheir diffenfions
complifhed his defign.
were all compofed
and the conditions
of the agreement engraved upon a Column,
which was erected near the altar of Vefta at
Omarium. He then went from Megalopolis, to
be prefent in the Council of the
Achaean ftates having left the mercenaries
to the care of Lycus a citizen of Pharae ;
who, on account of the contributions which
his city had advanced for the ufes of the
war, flood the next in authority and command, after the Achaean Praetor.
The Eleans difTatisfied with Pyrrhias, invited Euripidas, who was alfo an iEtolian,
to be their General. Euripidas, having waited till the Achaean s were affembled together
to hold their general Council, began his
march at the head of two thoufand Foot
and fixty Horfe, and palling through the
Pharaean diftrift wafted all the country as
far as to the borders of the JEghn territory
:

:

and
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and when he had gained an immenfe booty,
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he retired towards Leontium. But Lycus,
being informed of what had happened,
marched away with diligence ; and falling
fuddenly upon the

he

killed four

enemy

in their retreat,

hundred of them, and took

two hundred prifoners ; among whom were
fome officers of eminence, Phyffias, Antanor,
Clearchus, Androlochus, Evanoridas, Ariftogiton, Nicalippus, Afpafius.

He

became

mafter alfo of their arms, and all their baggage. About the fame time the commander
of the Achsean fleet fleered his courfe to
Molycria, and returned again with near a

hundred Haves. From thence, failing towards Chalcia, and being there attacked
by fome veflels of the enemy, he took two
long barks with all their men.
He took
alfo a

fmall frigate, completely

Rhium

equipped,

which
This
happened at the fame time upon land and
fea, Ipread fo great a plenty both of money
and provifions through the Achaean army,
that the troops were now fully allured that
their ffipends would be regularty paid, and
the cities alfo began to hope, that they no
longer mould be loaded with contributions
near

in i^tolia.

fuccefs,

for the war.

About the time of

thefe

tranfaclions,

king
fum,
which this prince had engaged to pay to
him, remained undifcharged, fent away a
being incenfed againft
Philip, becaufe fome part of the

Scerdilaidas,

fleet
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to

re-

and fraud the money
Thefe veffels firfl fleered
that was due.
their courfe to Leucas ; and being received
into the port as friends in confequence of
furprize

they committed indeed,
of opportunity, no other
hoftilities in the place : but when Agathynus and CafTander, citizens of Corinth, came
and caft anchor, as friends alfo, in the harbour, with four fhips which belonged to
Taurion, they immediately attacked them
in direct breach of the alliance, and having
taken both the captains and their veffels,
fent them away to Scerdilaidas.
After this
exploit, they directed their courfe to Malea,
pillaged many veffels in their way, and carried the merchants into flavery.
As the feafon of the harveft now approached, and Taurion had neglected to
ffecure by a fufficient force the frontiers of
thofe cities, which have before been mentioned, Aratus drew together a felect body
of troops, to cover and fupport the Argians,
the late

alliance,

through want

who

were employed in gathering in their
About the fame time alfo, Euripidas
began his march at the head of the Eleans,
with defign to ravage the lands of the Tritaeans.
But when Lycus and Demodocus,
who commanded the Achxan Cavalry, were
informed that thefe troops had quitted their
corn.

own

province, they affembled

all

the forces

of the Patrseans, Dymasans, and Pharaeans,
together
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together with
folved to
territory.

Bocae Vj

the mercenaries,

and reincurfions into the Eleari
Advancing therefore as far as

make

town called Phyxium, they fent
away the cavalry and light- armed forces to
to the

wafle the country, having at the fame time
concealed their heavy- armed troops in ambulcade in the neighbourhood of the town.
The Eleans ran together from every part to
attack the pillagers ; and as thefe retired
before them, they began alfo to purfue with
cagernefs.
But Lycus, with the troops that
were placed in ambufcade, fuddenly arofe
and charged the foremoft of them. The
Eleans, upon the firft appearance of thefe
heavy-armed forces, immediately turned
their backs and fled.
About two hundred
of them were killed in the place, and eighty
taken prifoners ; while the Achaeans retreated with their booty, without any lofs.
About this time, the commander alfo of
the Achaean fleet made frequent defcents
upon iEtolia, in the neighbourhood of
Calydon and Naupa&us ; plundered all the
coaft ; and twice defeated the troops that
were fent againft him. He took prifoner
alfo
Cleonicus, a citizen of Naupadtus,
But becaufe he had formerly been connected with the Achaeans by the ties of
hofpitality, inftead of being fold together
with the reft, he was difmiiTed, within a fhort time afterwards, without any ranfom.
About the fame time alfo, Agetas
the
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the iEtolian Praetor, having affembled all the
of the country, ravaged the whole
provinces of Acarnania and Epirus : and
forces

when he had

accomplifhed

all

that

he had

deligned, he returned back again, and dif-

miffed the iEtolians to

their feveral cities.

The

Acarnanians on the other hand made
an incurlion into the neighbourhood of StraBut becaufe their troops were on a
tus.
fudden feized with a Panic Terror, they
were forced to return back again with fome
difgrace, though not with any lofs.
For
the inhabitants of Stratus, being apprehenlive that their intention

was

to

draw them

into an ambufcade, feared to follow

them

in their retreat*

About this time, a piece of feigned treachery was pradlifed in Phanoteus, in the following manner. Alexander, who was intrufted by king Philip with the government
of Phocis, formed the defign of furprizing
the iEtolians, and employed for that purpofe Jafon, who commanded under him in
This Officer, having fent fome
Phanoteus.
meffengers to Agetas the iEtolian Prastor,
engaged to furrender to him the citadel of
The agreement foon was fettled,
the city.
and confirmed alfo by the accuftomed oaths.
On the appointed day, Agetas advanced with
his army in the night into the neighbourhood of Phanoteus and having feledted a
:

Vol.

II.

X

hun-
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hundred of the braveft of his troops, he fent
them away to take poffeffion of the citadel,
and concealed the reft at fome diftance without the walls.
In the mean while Alexander, with a fufficient body of troops, flood
in readinefs within the city
and as foon as
Jafon, agreeably to his Oath, had introduced the hundred iEtolians into the citadel,
he fhewed himfelf and fell upon them, fo
that they were forced immediately to furren;

Agetas, as foon as the day appeared,
perceived what had happened, and retreated
der.

hack again with

his forces

;

having been

taken in a fnare, not unlike to thofe, which
himfelf had often practifed againft others.
About the fame time alfo, Philip reduced
Bylazora, the largeft city of all Paeonia, and
which commanded Hkewife thofe defiles,

Macedon. By
this conqueft therefore he was freed from
all farther apprehenlions, with regard to the
For as long as he
people of that province.
fhould remain mafter of this city, it would
that led from Dardania into

be fcarcely

poffible that they fhould

make

When he

had
kingdom.
fecured the place by a fufficient garrifon, he
fent away Chryfogonus, to draw together
with all diligence the forces of the upper
Macedon and himfelf, taking with him
the troops that were at Bottia and Amphaxis,
began his march and came to Edefa. And
incurfions into his

:
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by Chryfogonus,
he advanced with all his army ; and having
on the fixth day paffed beyond Larifla, and
continued his march all night with the greatabout
eft hafte, he arrived near Melitasa
break of day, and began immediately to
The inhabitants, who were
fcale the city.
wholly unprepared againft this accident,
were fo ftruck with confirmation, that they
might foon have been reduced with little
But becaufe the ladders were
difficulty.
too fhort, the King failed in the attempt.
Among all the faults into which .the
being in this place joined

leaders of an

army

are at any time betrayed,

there are none that
cenfure, than

that

more juftly deferve our
which was now com-

For how can thofe Generals be
excufed, who, without having taken any
due precaution, without meafuring the walls,
and rocks, and other places by which they
mitted.

defign to approach a city, rufh blindly on to
the attack ? Or can thofe on the other hand
be thought lefs worthy ofreproach and blame,
who, when they have informed themfelvesof
the height and dimenfions of thofe objects,

whom chance fhall offer,
the care of preparing the ladders, with all
the other neceffary inftruments : thofe inftn:^
ments which, though they may indeed be
framed by a moderate degree of fkill, are
yet of the utmoft importance in their ufe ?
For
2
leave to any perfons,

X
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For in things of this kind nothing that is
neceffary can be omitted without fome lofs.

The

negled: indeed,

how

fmall fbever, will

immediately be followed by it's punifhment.
For either in the very time of the attack,
or when
the braveft of the troops are loft
they are forced to defift from their defign,
and to retire before an exulting enemy, who
defpifes their ineffedual efforts, they are
then expofed to a ftill greater danger than
The truth of this remark might be
before.
For
(hewn from numberlefs examples.
among all that have failed in fuch attempts,
the greater part have either perifhed in the
place, or been involved in the utmoft hazard
anddiftrefs, while few on the other hand
have been able to efcape with fafety. It
muft alfo be acknowledged that fuch attempts,
:

efpecially

when

fruftrated,

draw

after

them

and hatred ; and afford a ftanding
and a publick admonition, not to thofe only
that are prefent, but to all who hear of the

diftruft

event, to fecure themfelves effe&ually againft
Thofe therefore who are infuch enemies.
with
the
conduct of affairs, ought
trufted
never to engage in fuch defigns, unlefs the
means that are required for carrying them
into execution have all firft been regulated
With regard to the
with the niceft care.
meafureand conftrudtion of ladders and other

inftruments, there

is

a

method for it, which
is

ofPOLYBlUS.
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But we muft
is both eafy and infallible.
now proceed in our narration and (hall take
perhaps, at fome future time, occafion to
refume this fubject and explain the manner in which fuch enterprizes may be con:

;

dueled, with the bed: affurance of fuccefs.

when he thus had failed in
went and incamped near the
Enipeus, and drew together, from La-

The
his

King,

defign,

river

and the other cities, all the ftores,
which he had collected during the preceding winter, in order to form the fiege of
riffa

Thebes

in Phthiotis

for the chief defign

:

and purpofe of his prefent expedition was to
render himfelf matter of this place.
The
city of Thebes is fituated near the fea, at
the diflance of three hundred ftadia from
Lariffa, and commands both Theflaly and
Magnefia ; thofe parts efpecially of the latter
Province which lie contiguous to Demetrias
and in the former, the diftricls of Pharfalus
and Pherae. With this advantage, the/Etolians, who were at this time in pofTeilion of
the city, fell frequently with great fuccefs
upon the neighbouring country, and occafioned no fmall lofs to the people of Demetrias and Pharfalus, and even to thofe of Lariffa

likewife

:

for they often extended their

incurfions as far as to the plain

Amyricum.

Philip therefore, having refolved to employ
his utmoft efforts, to become matter of the
.

X
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place, brought together a

Book V,

hundred and

fifty

Catapults, with

twenty-five Machines

throwing

and having divided his ar-

my

ftones,

into three feparate bodies, lodged

felf in the

neareft ports.

The

firft

for

him-

divifion

incamped near Scopium ; the fecond, in the
neighbourhood of Heliotropium
and the
laft was feated upon a hill which overlooked
;

the

city.

He

fortified

the fpace alfo that

was between the camps, with an intrenchment and a double palifade ; and with towers
of wood, placed at the diftance of a hundred
paces from each other, and fecured by a
And when he had colfufficient guard.
lected together all the ftores, and completed
the preparations that were neceflary, he ordered the machines to approach, and began
During the
his attack againft the citadel.
three
his
nefs,

efforts

that

the befieged

days,

firft

with

all

and firmwere not much ad-

fo great bravery

the works

vanced. But

refilled

when

the continual fkirmifhes,

and the darts that were difcharged without
any intermiffion, had deftroyed or wounded
great numbers of the inhabitants, they then
flackened in their ardour, and afforded leifure to the Macedonian miners to begin their
work. But fuch was the difficulty of the
ground, that after nine days continued latour, they were fcarcely able to approach
As they perfifted however
near the walls.
in
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by turns, without any refpite
either by day or night, in the courfe of three
days more they had undermined the wall
to the length of two hundred paces, and
placed props of timber under it.
But
thefe in a fhort time funk beneath the
weight ; fo that the wall fell down, even before the Macedonians had fet fire to the wood.
They then cleared away, with the greateft
diligence, the ruins of the breach, and were
juft ready to advance to the affault, when
the befieged wereftruck with terror and furrendered.
By this conqueft the king not
only fecured both TherTaly and Magnefia
againft the incurfions of the iEtolians, and
deprived that people of their accuftomed
booty, but at the fame time alfo convinced
the tafk

in

the troops, that if they had failed in the
fiege of Patea, the treachery of Leontius
had been alone the caufe of their mifcarriage,
juftly punifhed him with
Being thus become mailer of the
place, he ordered the inhabitants to be fold
for flaves ; and having filled the city likewife >with a colony from Macedon, he
changed the name of it from Thebes to

and that he had
death.

Philippi.

About

fome embafTadors arrived
again from Rhodes, Chios, Byzantium, and
from Ptolemy, to mediate a peace. Philip,

this time,

having repeated to them the anfwer

X

4

.

which
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which he had made

before, that he was
embrace a peace, ordered them to go and inform themfelves,
whether the fentiments of the iEtolians were
But in reality he was not in the
the fame.
leaft follicitous with refpedt to peace ; but
rather was inclined to purfue the courfe that
was before him. Having received notice
heartily difpofed

to

therefore, that Scerdilaidas infefted the feas

round Malea, and pillaged all the merchants;
and that fome even of his own veffels had
been attacked in the port of Leucas in contempt of treaties, he immediately equipped
twelve decked mips, eight open barks, and
thirty biremes, and fleered his courfe through
the Euripus. His intention was, tofurprize
the Illyrians, and to give an early and effectual check to the infolence of thofe pirates,
that he might then be able to refume with
vigour the war againft the iEtolians, which
was ftill the objecl: of his chief attention, becaufe he was at this time ignorant of all that

For while he was employed in the fiege of Thebes, the Romans
were defeated in Tyrrhenia by Annibal.
But the news of that battle had not yet ar-

had pafled

in Italy.

rived in Greece.

The

however
from thofe feas, before the King was able
to arrive.
Having caft anchor therefore in
Illyrian barks

had

retired

the port of Cenchreae, and ordered, that the

decked
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decked mips fhould fail round Malea to/Egium and Patrae, he drew the reft of his vefTels
over the Ifthmus, and commanded them to
take their ftation in the harbour of Lechae-f
um ; while himfelf went from thence to Argos, together with his friends, to be prefent
at the

Nemean Games.

As he was

fitting there,

to behold

the

combats, a Courier arrived from Macedon,
with the news, that the Romans had been
defeated in a great battle, and that Annibal
was now the mafter of all the open country.
Philip immediately fhewed his letters to Demetrius of Pharos, but to none belides ; and
cautioned him to be filent. Demetrius. feized
the occafion, and preffed the King to put
an end at once to his war againft the JEtolians j that he might be able to employ all
his forces to reduce Illyria, and from thence
to pafs afterwards

fented to him,
as they

with

all

"

He

into Italy.

repre-

that the States of Greece,

were now well pleafed to comply
that was impofed, would be ready

likewife in

all

future times

to

receive

his

laws, and pay an entire fubmiffion to his
will : that the Achasans were by inclination
ftrongly fixed in

all his interefts

;

and that

the iEtolians, deterred by the misfortunes
that had happened to them in the prefent

war, would fear to engage in any
figns againft

him

:

new

de-

that his pafling into Italy

would
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would in effect be the mod important ftep
towards the conqueft of the world : that
fuch an enterprize belonged to none more
properly than to himfelf : and that the time
alfo for it was now moft feafonable, in
which the Romans had been defeated with

fo great a lofs "

This difcourfe did not fail
to make a very quick and deep impreffion
upon the King young as he then was, and
fortunate in all his projects y bold and enterprizing in his nature; and defcended alfo
from a houfe, whofe Princes always had
:

-

conceived the Jiope of being able to acquire
the fovereign ty of the world.
In a fhort time therefore, though he had
{hewn, as we have faid, his letters only to
Demetrius, he alfembled together all his
friends in Council, and demanded their opinions with refped: to a peace with the iEtoAratus was by no means averfe to
lians.

he thought that all things might
be now accommodated with fome advantage
to themfelves, becaufe they were fuperior in

peace

j

for

The King therefore, not expectthe war.
ing the return of thofe embaffadors who had
been employed to mediate a peace, deputed
to the /Etolians Cleonicus of Naupaftus
who, from the time he firft was taken, had
ftill remained near the King, waiting for the
Affembly of the Achasan States. He then
left

Corinth, and advanced with his

fleet

and
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and army towards iEgium. And when he
arrived at Lafion, that he might not mew
too great an eagernefs to put an end to the
war, he attacked and ftormed a fortrefs that
was built upon the ruins of that city ; and
threatened alfo to make an incurfion into the
Elean territory. But afterwards when Cleonicus had returned twice or thrice, and the
iEtolians were earned to obtain a perfonal
conference, he refolved to comply wrth their
requeft ; and having put a flop to all hoftilities, fent couriers to the cities of the allies,
defiring them to depute fome perfons, to deliberate with him concerning the conditions
of the peace. He then went and incamped
with his army near Panormus, a port of Peloponnefus,

which

lies

oppofite to

Naupac-

and there waited the arrival of the deBut before they were aflembled, he
puties.
paffed over to Zacynthus, and having regu-

tus,

lated certain matters in that ifland

to

which

re-

he returned back again

quired his prefence,

Panormus.

When
away

the deputies arrived, the King fent
Taurion and Aratus, with fome others

who, when they had
that were prefent
joined the iEtolians at Naupadtus, and had
:

feen, in

one fhort interview, that they were

earneftly inclined to peace, returned

again

without delay, and brought alfo with them
fome embaffadors from the /Etdlians, who
preffed
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prefled the

King

them with
might be held

to pafs over to

his army, that the conferences

face to face, and

all

more

difputes

eafily

be

accommodated. Philip yielded to their foU
licitations, and having embarked his troops,
failed over to iEtolia, and incamped at the
diftance of about twenty ftadia from NaupiacAnd having thrown up an intrenchtus.
ment round his camp and veffels, he waited
there

till

the conferences fhould begin.

met

The

without their
arms, at the diftance of two ftadia only
from the camp, and from thence fent their
iEtolians

all

together,

The King

deputies to the conference.

pro-

pofed to them, by the embafladors of the
allies, as the firft condition of the Peace,
that they fhould keep on all fides what they
then poflefled. To this the iEtolians readily confented. With regard to other points,
there were afterwards frequent deputations
and debates ; the greater part of which were
of fuch fmall importance, that they need
But the
not be particularly mentioned.
Difcourfe, which was made by Agelaus of
Naupadtus, in prefence of the King and of
the embafladors of the Allies, at the time of
the

firft

interview,

was fuch

as well deferves

to be related.

He

faid then,

"

that

point of the greateft

of Greece fhould

it

feemed to be a

moment,

now

at

that the States

laft all

refolve to

lay

POL YB
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mutual wars and
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and
happinefs which the
contefts,

efteem it as the greateft
Gods could give, if they once could be induced to unite together in heart and fentiments, and taking each other by the hand,
like men that are obliged to ford a danger*
ous ftream, join

all

their ftrength

to ftand

againft the attacks of foreign enemies,

and

fecure their cities and themfelves from fall-

That
ing a prey to any barbarous people.
though fuch an union might perhaps, in all its
parts, and for any long continuance, be found
impracticable, it was however highly neceffary,

that at leaft in

this conjuncture

they

ftand firm in one agreement, and

fhould

all

join in

common

fafety.

That

meafures for the

common

in order to be well afliired of

might only turn their
upon the greatnefs of thofe armaments,
that were at this time in the field, and the
importance of the War in which the Powers
abroad were now engaged.
That all who
were poflefled of even a moderate por-

this neceffity, they

eyes

tion of difcernment in the affairs of policy,

muft be able

clearly to perceive, that the

conquerors in this war, whether the Carthaginians or the Romans, would never reft
contented with the fovereignty of Sicily and
Italy, but go on to fpread wide their victories, and extend their acquifitions beyond all
juft

and reafonable bounds.

He

conjured

them
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them therefore with the greateft earneftnefs,
and Philip above all the reft, to fecure themfelves in

time againft the impending danger*

That with regard

to

Philip, this fecurity

might moft effectually be obtained, if inftead
of weakening, as he had hitherto done, the
flrength and forces of the Greeks, he rather
would regard them all as the members of
his own Body, and attend to the fafety of
their provinces with no lefs vigilance and
care, than if they were in truth the natural
and proper parts of his own dominions.
That by fuch a conduct the Greeks would
all be fixed unalterably in his interefts, and
ready to affift him in his projects and that
by this attachment to him, not lefs weighty
than fincere, all ftrangers would effectually
be deterred from forming any defigns againft
:

kingdom. That if this Prince however
was eager to be employed in action, let him

his

turn his eyes towards the Weft, and obferve
what paffed in Italy. That by a wife and
diligent attention to all that

now mould hap-

pen in that country, he might find at laft
perhaps fome fair occafion for opening to
Himfelf the way to Univerfal Empire. That
the condition of the prefent times feemed
greatly

to

preffed

him

encourage fuch

a

hope.

therefore to lay afide

all

He

farther

thoughts of conteft or diffenfion among the
Greeks ; and above all things, to be careful
not
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not to lofe the power of making war upon
them, or of concluding peace, whenever
For if, continued
himfelf mould choofe.
he, this Cloud, which is now feen hovering
in the Weft, mould at laft fettle and difcharge itfelf upon the provinces of Greece,
how greatly do I fear, that an end will be
put at once both to our wars and treaties,
and to all thofe childim contefts in which
we are now fo wantonly engaged and that
all of us muft then be forced to implore it as
a bleffing from the Gods, that we may be
permitted to enjoy the power of taking arms
againft each other, and of laying them down
again, as we lhall judge it to be moft expedient y in a word, of fettling any of our
differences by our own decifion."
This Difcourfe filled all the allies with a
Philip eipecially
ftrong defire of peace.
was deeply affedted by thofe fentiments,
that were fo perfectly adapted to his own
defigns, and to the temper into which Demetrius had already raifed him.
As foon
therefore as they, had fettled the conditions,
and ratified the treaty, they all returned
again, with peace, to their refpedtive countries.
Thefe events all happened in the
third year of the hundred-fortieth Olympiad the defeat of the Romans in Tyrrhenia ; the battle between Ptolemy and
Antiochus for the fovereignty of Ccelciyria ; and tUp conclufion of the war of
:

-

:

3
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Philip and the Achaeans, againft the iEtoIiThis therefore was the time, in which
ans.

of Greece were now firft connected with thofe of Italy and Afric. For after
this period, Philip and the States of Greece
the

affairs

no longer regulated their defigns, either with
refpect to war or peace, by the condition of
their own country, but

all

Italy, to find

there the

their counfels

were

turned their eyes to

mark by which

to be

directed.

all

The

people of Afia likewife, and of the Iflands,
and from this
foon followed the example
:

time, whenever they had any caufe of diffenfion and complaint againft Attalus or
Philip, inftead of imploring aid from Antio-

chus and Ptolemy, inftead of paying any
regard to the South and Eaft, they on the
contrary fixed their whole attention upon
the Weft, and fometimes fent embaffadors
to the Carthaginians, and fometimes to the

Romans. The Romans on the other hand
deputed likewife an embalTy into Greece.
For as they well knew the bold and enterprising fpirit of Philip, they were filled with no
fmall apprehenfions, that this Prince

would

of the times, and add
take advantage
a new embaraffment to the difficulties inwhich they already were involved.
Thus then have we ltiewn, agreeably to
our firft defign, at what time, in what
manner, and from what caufes, the affairs
of Greece were firft connected with thofe
of
alfo
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of Italy and Afric. As foon therefore as
we fhall have continued the tranfactions
of the Grecian Hiftory, to the time in
which the Romans were defeated in the
Battle of Cannae, and at which we broke
6ff our relation of the war in Italy, we
fhall then alfo clofe this Book.

As fdon

as the

chaeans chofe

war was ended, the

Timoxenus

for

A-

their Praetor,

and, with the reft of the people of Pelof)onnefus, returning to their own propel

4

aws and cufioms, and ordinary courfe of
refume the care of their
ertates, to cultivate their lands, and to re-*
ftore again the facrifices, publick games,
and all the other rights that were peculiar'
to their country, and which, among the
greater part, had almoft funk into oblivion,
through the long continuance of thofe wars,
in which they had fufficiently been enFor I know not whence it hapgaged.
pens, that the people of Peloponnefus,
who feem of all men moid ftrongly inclined
by nature to cultivate the foft arts of peace,
and focial life, have left enjoyed thofe bleffings, than almoft any nation of the world,
life,

began to

at leaft in ancient times.

They

rather in-

deed have been, as the Poet Euripides
preffes

ex-«

it,

Vex'd with perpetual

Vol.

II.

toils,

Y

and

ceafelefs

war.

The
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this evil for-

tune muft be afcribed, may be found alio
in their nature.
For being psffionately fond
of freedom, and eager to retain the fupreme
command, they chofe to have recourfe continually to arms, rather than yield a ftep
to any rival power.
The Athenians, on
the contrary, no fooner were delivered from
their apprehenfions of the Macedonians,
than they began to be perfuaded, that
the freedom of their State was now feeurely fixed upon a firm and folid ground*

Refuting therefore any more to bear a part
the affairs of Greece, and fubmitting
themlelves without referve, to the guidance
of Micyon and Euryclidas, they decreed
immoderate honours to all the Kings, efand, through the inpecially to Ptolemy
difcretion of thofe magiflrates, confented,
without reflraint or fhame, to every fordid
ad! of flattery, and carried their adulation
to fo great excefs, that it exceeded even al!
the bounds of decency.
Not long after this time, Ptolemy was
engaged in war againfl the people of his
own kingdom. In arming the ^Egyptians
for the war againfl Antiochus, he had acted
In

:

with refpecl to the prefent
times ; but with regard to the future, this
meafure was attended with mofl pernicious
confequences.
For the people, elated by
the victory which they had gained at Rawifely indeed
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phia, began to reject with haughtinefs the

orders of the

King

and being perfuaded

;

that they had ftrength fufficient

to regain

now

only waited for a
Chief, to go before them in the attempt
which they had already concerted, and
their liberty, they

which not long afterwards was

carried into

execution.

Antiochus, having

made

great prepara-

tions during the winter, as foon as the

mer approached
rus,

pafled

fum-

beyond mount TauKing At-

entered into an alliance with

and began his war againft Achseus.
The iEtolians were at firft well pleafed,
that they had put an end to a war, which
had proved fo contrary to all their hopes.
talus,

They

chofe therefore for their Prsetor

Age-

by whofe zeal and pains
the peace had chiefly been concluded.
Yet
fcarcely any time had pafTed, when they fell
again into difcontent and murmurs, and
threw out bitter reproaches againft this
Magiftrate ; who, by having made the peace
not with any fingle people, but with all the
States of Greece, had cut off at once all

laus of Naupactus,

the means of plunder to which they had
been accuftomed, and had left them deftitute
of every hope. But Agelaus fupported their
unjuft complaints

that he

with fo great firmnefs,
madnefs of their inand forced them, even againft

reftrained the

clinations,

their nature, to be quiet.

Y

2

King
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King Philip, after the conclufion of t-h«'
peace, returned by fea to Macedon
and
:

being informed that Scerdilaidas, ufing Hill
the fame pretence, upon which he had before furprized fome verTels at Leueas, had
now pillaged a little town of Pelagonia r

and

had reof
Phaebatis, Antipatria, Chryfondion, and Geruns ; and that he had ravaged a considerable part of Macedon, which lay upon the
confines of thefe cities
he immediately
began his march with a body of forces, in
order to recover again thefe places, and to
give, if poffible, an entire defeat to Scerdilaidas.
For he judged it to be above all
things neceflary, that he mould firft firmly
fettle the affairs of Illyria, and by that
means obtain full leifure to purfue without
reftraint his other proje&s, and efpecially
his expedition into Italy. For this defign
was fb continually preffed upon him by Decalled

Piflaeum

ceived

upon terms of

;

in DafTaretis,

treaty the

cities

;

metrius, that

it

not only

filled his

mind

all

day, but even by night became the fubject
of his dreams. This earneflnefs however,

with which Demetrius thus urged the King
to tranfport his forces into Italy, by no
means fprung from any defire to advance
though this perthe interefls of Philip
haps might be admitted as a third confideration in his mind.
But as on the one hand
he was himjelf inflamed with a ftrong and
:

in-
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Romans, fo he
on the other hand, that

inveterate hatred againft the

was perfuaded

alfo

jf this project fhould be carried into execu-

he fhould be able to recover again the
which he had loft in Pharos.
Philip then advancing with his army, regained th~ cities that were juft now mentioned
and having taken alfo in Daflaretis, Creupon the lake Lychonium and Geruns
Station,
Cerax,
nidia, Enchelanas,
and
Boii ; in the diftridt of the Calicoenians,
Bantia ; and in that of the Pyflantines, Orgyfus j he then fent his army into winter
quarters.
This was the winter, in which
Annibal, having ravaged all the nobleft
parts of Italy, fixed his camp near Gerunium in Daunia ; and in which the Romans
alfo chofe for Cqnfuls, Caius Terentius, and
tion,

fovereignty

:

/Emilius.

The

King, while he remained in winter
quarters, reflected with himfelf, that, in
order more effedtually to advance his pro-^
jedts, it would be neceflary to provide a
naval armament, completely equipped not
with defign to carry on the war by fea
againft the Romans, which he could fcarcely hope to do with any kind of advantage
or fuccefs ; but that he might be able to
:

tranfport his forces

from place

occafion ftiould demand, and

enemy

to place, as

upon the
before they could be informed of his

approach.

And

fall

as the veflels that

Y

3

were at

tow
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this time ufed

among

the

Illyriahs

feemed

mod

proper for this purpofe, he refolved to
build tiy jn a model a hundred Barks
and
;

was the

rirft

indeed of

all

the kings of

Ma-

ceden, that ever had engaged in fuch an
When the veiTels were all
undertaking.
finifhed and equipped, and the fummer began alio to approach, he drew together his
and having employed a little time*
forces
;

to iniaudt the Macedonians in the exercife

of the oar, he failed out to fea, about the
time in which Antiochus pafled beyond
and fleering his courfe
mount Taurus
through ihe Euripus, and round the pipmontory Malea, he arrived near the iflands
Cephallenia and Leucas, and waited z%
anchor there, attending to the motions of
And when he was indie P.oman fleet.
formed, that fome of their veffels, which
dire&ed their courfe to Lilybaeum, rema; ne! ftifl at anchor in that port, he again
failed out to fea, and advanced with confidence as far as to the coafl of Apollonia.
But as he approached the mouth of the
the river Lous, which flows through that
part of the country, a Panic Terror, not
unlike to thofe which are fometimes fcen
in the armies upon land, ran fuddenly
through all the fleet. For fome barks that
had failed in the rear of all the reft, and
had caft anchor near the ifland Safon, at the
entrance of the Ionian fea, came by night
:

to
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to Philip, and informed him, that certain

the Straits, had
veffels,
arriving from
joined them near that ifland, and acquainted
them, that they had left at Rhegium fome

Roman Quinqueremes, which were
towards

Apollonia,

to

aflift

failing

Scerdilaidas.

being apprehenfive that
this fleet was juft ready to appear in fight,
immediately weighed anchor, and directed
his courfe back again with the greateft hafte.
And when he had continued his flight, both
by night and day, without any intermiffion,
he arrived again on the fecond day at Cephallenia ; and having in fome degree relumed his courage, Jie caft anchor there,
and pretended, that fome affairs in Peloponnefus had forced him to return.
Philip

therefore,

But thefe

were found

to be
and groundlefs. It was true
indeed, that Scerdilaidas, having been informed that Philip had equipped a naval
armament, and not doubting but that this
Prince would foon arrive by fea, and renew
the war againfl: him, had implored fome
fuccours from the Romans ; who fent accord-^
ingly to his affiftance ten veffels, from the
fleet which lay at Lilybaeum and thefe were
the mips, that had been feen at Rhegium.
But if Philip, inftead of being hurried into
a ram and inconiiderate flight, had waited
the arrival of thefe veffels, he not only muft
\i%vc gained an eafy victory againft them,
Y 4
but
fears

intirely falfe

:

at laft
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have obtained a mod
reducing all Illyria.
For
the great progrefs and fuccefs of Annibal,
with the battle which had been fought but
juft before at Cannae, engaged at this time
all the attention of the Romans.
But the
King, being ftruck, as we have faid, by
vain and fenfelefs appreheniiqns, returned
again with difgrace to Macedon, though
but

might

alio

fair occafion

pot with any

About

for

lots.

time alfo, a very memorable
exploit was performed by Prulias.
The
Gauls, who, on account of the high fame
which they had gained in arms, had been
brought by Attalus from Europe, to aflift
him in his war againft Achaeus, having left
the fervice of that Prince in the manner
which we before have mentioned, commited horrid outrages and devaftations in many
of the cities of the Hellefpont, and at laft
laid fiege to Ilium.
But the people of
Alexandria in Troas fent againft them four
thoufand men under the conducl: of Themiftes, and forced them to raife the fiege.
And having intercepted Jikewife their provirions, and defeated them in every project,
they at Jail cpnftrained them to abandon alj
the province. Being thus driven from Troas,
they then feized Ariiba in the Abydenian
diftricl: ; and from thence making their ijrii
this

curfions, pillaged

th^t were

near.

and infulted
Prufias

all

the cities

therefore led an
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army
them

them in the

againfl:

and engaged

The men were

in fet battle.

stroyed in the action

field,
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:

their wives

all

de-

and chiland their

dren Slaughtered in the camp
baggage left a prey to the conquerors. By
this great victory, the cities of the Hellefpont were at once delivered from their
and the Barbarians of Europe alfo
fears
were inftru&ed for the time to come, not
famly to engage in the defign of palling
:

:

into Afia.

Such then was the condition of
in Afia,

and in Greece.

affairs

In Italy, after the

the greater part of the
neighbouring people joined themfelves to
the Carthaginians, as we have already men-'
defeat at Cannas,

tioned.

But

as

we

have

now completed

our relation of thofe tranfactions that happened in the hundred-fortieth Olympiad,
we mall here clofe this Book ; and in that

which

follows, after a (hort

and fummary

review of the events that have already been
related, we mall go on, agreeably to our
defign and promife, to defcribe the form

and conftitution of the
ment.

Roman Govern-
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delivers to the

Romans

the hoftages

which Annibai had taken from the
of Spain,

i.

cities

439.

^Acarnanians. their character,

ii.

64.

Achaeans. their hiftory and form of government,

225, 229. they take arms to affift the
MerTenians, ii. 17. are defeated in the plains
Caphyas, 27,28. demand fucccurs from their allies, 32. confirm the decree of the general couni.

cil, and declare war againft the iEtolians, 58.
Achasus. left governour of the countries on this
fide of mount Taurus, ii. 233. afliimes the
royal name, 262. attempts to take Selga by
furprize, is repulfed, makes peace with the
Seigians, reduces Milyas, and the greater part

of Pamphylia, 229, 293, 294.
Adherbal. engages the Roman fleet near Drepanum, and gains a complete victory, i, io8 9
109,

no.

Adimantus, one of the Spartan EphorL

is kill-

ed in a popular tumult, ii. 50.
jEmilius. fent with an army into Illyria, i. 303.
takes Dimalus by ftorm, 305. fails away
to attack Demetrius in Pharos, id. obtains a

complete victory, and having fettled the ftate
pf Illyria, returns to Rome and enters the
city in triumph, 307. is chofen conful with
^Terentius Varro, 449. fets out to join the

army f

The

INDEX.

..army, 453. his harangue to the foldiers, 454.
his realons for delaying a battle, 456. com-

mands

the

right of the

battle of Cannse,

Roman army

in the

463. his behaviour in

tjie

and character, 466, 467.
^tolians. their character, and general conduct,
7> 34-i 35> 5%- tn ey enter Peloponh 2 3 5nefus with an army, ii. 16.
Afric. its fituation and boundaries, i. 333.
Agelaus. his difcourfe to Philip and the deputies
of the States of Greece, ii. 332, 333.
Agrigemum. befieged by the Romans, i. 52.
taken and pillaged, 57.
Alexander, king of Macedon. fome memorable
action, death,

inftances of his piety, ii. 182, 183.
Alexander, brother of Molon. is appointed governour of Perils by Antiochus, ii. 233. re-

volts againft the king, id. his death, 256.

Allobroges.

oppofe the Carthaginians in their

march aerofs the Alps, i. 355.
Ambracus. befieged by Philip, ii. 119.
Amikar. commands the left of the Carthagir
nian fleet in the battle of Ecnomus, t. 70. his
ftratagem,

yu

Amilcar Barcas.

is

made General

in the

war of

115. his character and conduct, 117.
concludes a treaty with the Romans, 125. is
made General in the war againft the Carthaginian mercenaries, 145. gets the chi-f of the
Sicily,

i.

rebeisinto his power, 162, defeats Matho, and
puts an end to the war, 165. paries into Spain
with an army, 168. his death, id. his hatred
of the Romans one caufe of the fecond war

between the Carthaginians and the Romans,

Annibah

The.
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Annibal. retreats with his army by night from
Agrigentum, i. 56. is defeated by Duilius in
a iea engagement, 63, 64. is blocked up by

Romans

in a port of Sardinia, and put
by his own foldiers, 65.
Annibal, General in- the African war. is furprized in his camp, taken prifoner and fixed

the

to death

alive

upon

a crofs,

i.

163.

Annibal, the Rhodian. enters the harbour of Lilibaeum through the midft of the Roman fleet,
i.
101, 102.
Annibal, {on of Amilear Barcas. at the age of
nine

years attends his father into Spain,

fwears perpetual enmity sgainft the

and

Romans,

294, 295. is declared General of the Carthaginian army in Spain, 297. fubdues the
i.

I

Olcades and Vacasans,

id.

defeats

the Car-

m

a great battle, 298 his anfwer to
the Roman embafiadors, on the fubjecl of the

ptfians

Saguntines, 300. he marches to attack Sagunafter of the place after
tum, and becomes

m

a fiege of eight months,

303, 304. prepares

for his expedition into Italy, 327, 32 S, 329.
paffes the Iberus, and reduces all the nations

were between that river and the Pyremountains, 330. continues his march
towards the Rhone, pafTes that river, and defeats a great army of barbarians, who came
to difpute his pafiage, 342, 343. harangues
his troops, and continues his march towards
the Alps, 345, 346, 347. arrives at a place
called the Ifland, 353. defeats the Allobroges,
357. falls into a new danger from the treachery of the people who inhabited the fides of
of the mountains, 359. gains the fummit of

that

nsean

the

The

INDEX,

the Alps, encourages his troops, and prepares
to defcend the mountains,

361, 362. arrives

on the third day, with no more
than twenty thouland Foot, and fix thoufand
Horfe, 365. fubdues the Taurinians, and
continues his march, 371. contrives a fpectacle to animate his troops, 374.
engages
and defeats the conful Publius, 380, 381.
paries the Po, and advances in purfuit of the
Roman army, 382,383. defeats the Romans
in the battle of Trebia, 394. and fixes his
winter quarters in Cifalpine Gaul, 402. his
in the plains

.

treatment of the prifoners,

id.

his artifice

to

fecure himfeJf againfl the perfidy of the Gauls,

403. he conducts his army by a dangerous
march through the marines into Tyrrhenia, id,
regulates his conduct by the difpofition and
character of Flaminius, 407. defeats the Romans in the battle of Thrafymene, 412.
paries through Umbria and Picenum and fixes
his camp near Adria, 417. attends to the refreshment and recovery of his troops, 419.
advances into Apulia, and offers battle to
the Roman Dictator Fabius, 421. enters
Campania, and waftes the country, without
being able to draw the enemy to a battle, 425,
426. the ftratagem by which he effected his
retreat, 428. he makes himfelf mailer of Gerunium, 440. is attacked in his camp by Minucius, and fuffers great lofs, 443. defeats
Minucius in a fecond action, 448. makes
himfelf mailer of the citadel of Cannae, 451.
harangues his troops, 458. gains a complete
viftory againft the Romans in the battle of
Cannse 3 462.
Anti-

INDEX.

The

Antigonus, Gonatas. eftablifhed a great numbed
of tyrants in the cities of Greece, i. 231.
Antigonus. invited into Greece by Aratus, L
240. enters Peloponnefus with an army, 248,
defeats Cleomenes in the battle of Selafia, 269.
enters Sparta, and reftores the city to its ancient freedom, 274. his death and character,
2 75-

Antiochus. raifed to the throne of Syria upon
the death of his brother, ii. 233. refolves to
attempt the conquefl of Ccele-fyria, 237. 13
forced to defift from his defign by the revolt
of Molon, 242. marches in perfon againft
the rebels, and gains a complete victory, 255;

Hermias his firft minifter to be killed,
260. refumes his defign of invading Ccelefyria, 263. makes himfelf matter of Seleucia,
267. enters Ccele-fyria, and gains polfeflion
of Tyre and Ptolemais, 269. is deceived by
the artful management of the minifters of
Ptolemy, 275, 276. renews the attack upon
Ccele-fyria by land and fea with great fuccefs,
278. engages in a general battle near Raphia*
caufes

300.

is

defeated by

Ptolemy, and fues for

peace, 308.
Apelles, minitter of Philip, his

the Achseans,

defigns againft

143. endeavours to deftroy
the credit of Aratus, 156. confpires with
Leontius and Megaleas to obftruct all the
meafures of the king, 168. is difgraced, and
punifhed with death, 210, 213.
ii.

Apollophanes, phyfician to Antiochus. forms the
project of deftroying Hermias, ii. 259. urges
the king to undertake the conquefl: of Seleucia,
263.

Appius

The
Appius Claudius,

N D E

I

pafles over

gjains a victory againrt the

X.

to Meflana, and
Carthaginians and

Syracufahs, i. 43.
Aratus. the chief author and fuppoft of the Achsean confederacy, i. 228. invites Antigonus
into Greece, 240. is defeated by the JEtolians near Caphyae* ii. 27, 28. his defence before the Council of the Achasan States, 32. de*
feats the projects of Apelles* 160. his cha*
racter at large,

18,

19.

Arcadians, their character and cuftoms, ii. 43, 44,
Ariftomachus, tyrant of Argos. his crimes and
death, i. 259, 260.
Afdrubal. appointed to command in Spain after
the death of Amilcar, i. 168. concludes a
treaty with the Romans, 187. is killed in
his tent, 222L
Afdrubal, brother of Annibal. intruded by him
with the government of Spain, i. 327.
Afdrubal. commands the left of the Carthaginian army in the battle of Cannse, i. 463. his
his wife conduct in the action, i. 467.
Afia. its fituation and boundaries, i. 333.
Attica, an eftimate of the wealth of that province, 1. 264.
Autaritus, one of the chiefs in the revolt of
the mercenaries, cuts off all means of accom-

modation, by prevailing on the multitude to
cxercife the

molt horrid cruelty againft the

prifoners,

153.

camp

i.

goes to the Carthaginian
is feized and put to

to treat of peace,

death, 162.
Babyrtas. his

name

machus,

11.

ii.

B.
applied in derifion to Dori-

Bakaresv

The

INDEX.

obtained their name from the cuftom
of ufing a fling in battle, i. 227.
Boian Gauls, twice defeated by the Romans,
197. are attacked in their own country, and
furrender to the Romans at difcretion, 214.
revolt again at the approach of Annibal, 337.

Baleares.

i-.

Boftar.

is

prevailed on by Abilyx to deliver

the Spanilh hoftages, i. 438.
Byzantium, defcribed, ii. 79,
Byzantines, exact an import from
failed into the

Pontus,

ii.

all vefTels

up

that

96. are attacked

by

Prufias and the Rhodians, 99.

C.

Campania, the nobleft part of

Italy,

i.

424,425.

Cannae, battle of, i. 462.
Carthage, its fituation defcribed, i. 142, 143.
Carthaginians, their courage and conftancy, i. 78.
their imprudent conduct with refpect to the
mercenaries, 134. their wrong policy in the

government of Afric, 141. the caufes
fecond war againft the Romans, 292.

of their

Cavarus. mediates a peace between Prufias and
and the Byzantines, ii. 104.
Cecilius, the Roman Conful. obtains a great
victory againft the Carthaginians,

Cephallenia.

its

91, 92.
170.
a tumult in the

fituation defcribed,

Chilon, a Lacedemonian,

raifes

i.

ii.

152.
Cleomenes. engages in a war againft the Achseans, i. 227. fubdues many cities of Peloponnefui, 245. makes himfelf mafter of Megalopolis,
2 50. his fevere treatment of the inhabitants^
id. is defeated in the battle of Selafia, and
city,

ii.

away to A'exandria, 274. follicits fuccours from Ptolemy, ii. 224. his imprifonfails

ment and death, 230, 231.
Vol. II.
Z

Corvi.

The
Corvi.

defcription

INDEX.
of the machines

fo

called,

61, 62.

i.

Cymetha. pillaged by the iEtolians, ii. 40.
Cynajtheans. diitinguifhed by their wickednefs
and cruelty above all the Greeks, ii. 44. the
caule of their degeneracy, id.

D.
Pemetrius, of Pharos, delivers up Corcyra to

Romans, i. 183. is afiifted by them in
gaining many Cities of Ulyria, 184. deferts
the party of the Romans, 302. is attacked
by iEmilius-in Pharos, 305. efcapes after
his
his defeat to the court of .Philip 307.
character, id. he urges Philip to take part of

the

the affairs of Italy, ii. 329.
Porimichus, General of the iEtolians. his character and conduct:, ii. 8, 9. author of the
war againft the Meffenians, 12. defeats Ara-

tus in the battle of Caphyae, 27, ?8. pillages
Cynaetha, 40. attempts to take iEgira, and
is

repulfed,

Duilius.

Mylas,
Eleans.

114.
the

defeats
i.

Carthaginian

fleet

near

63, 64.

their

E.
manners and condition,

ii.

139.

conduct cenfured, 140.
Elephants, conducted by Annibal acrofs the
Rhone, i. 348. the manner in which they
their

fight, ii. 303.
Eperatus. elected Praetor of the Achasans, ii.
156. the bad effects of his want of capacity,
216.
Ephorus. the farft who was engaged in writing
a General Kiftory, ii. 220. his fentiment con-

cerning mufick cenfured, 44.

Epidamnians.

The
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Epidamnians. furprized by the Illyrians, J. 180.
Epigenes, General in the army of Antiochus.
expofe him to the hatred of Hermias, ii. 234. he is removed from court, and
deftroyed by a contrivance of that minifter,
his

abilities

250.
Epirots.

defeated by the Illyrians,

i.
174. their
ingratitude and imprudent conduct, 175. act
a difhonourable part in the beginning of the

Social

War,

ii. 64.
Euclidas, brother of Cleomenes. his injudicious
conduct in the battle of Selafia, i. 272.

F.

Fabius the Hiftorian. cenfured by Polybius, 1.
46, 47, 119. miftaken with refpect to the
caufes of the war with Annibal, 289.
Fabius, Quintus. is named Dictator, i. 419.
the wifdom of his fentiments, in refolving
not to rifk a general battle, 421. returns to

Rome

to

aflift in

celebrating certain facrifices,

431. remains unmoved by the reproaches and
cenfure of his citizens, 445. delivers half the
troops to Minucius, 446, advances to the
afTifrance of that General, and faves the army
from an entire defeat, 448. forces the Romans to acknowledge his capacity and prudence, 449.
Flaminius, the Roman Conful. his character and
conduct, 406, 4.09. is defeated and flain in
the battle of Thrafymene, 41 2.

G.
Gaul, Cifalpine. defcribed, i. 188. 189.
Gauls, their manners and way of life, i 193. a
fummary account of their wars againit the
Romans, 194 to 220. they fendfome deputies

Z

2

to

INDEX.

The

Annibal, 345. are impatient to join the
Carthaginian army, but are forced tor fome
time to remain quiet, 371. they join Annibal
to

numbers

in great

after the defeat

of Publius,

382, 383. flagrant act of perfidy committed
by the Gauls that were in the Roman camp,
383, 384.
Gauls, garriloned
the lllyrians,

in Phcenice. betray the

i.

1

town to

73.

Gefco. employed to fettle the difpute between the
Carthaginians and their mercenaries, i. 136.

and zeal, 138. is thrown into priion by the foldieri;, 139. and condemned to
a cruel death, 1 53.
his pains

H.
Hermias,

of Antiochus. his difand conduct, ii. 234, his arts to
maintain his power, 235. he removes Epigenes from court and forms a contrivance to deftroy him,
250. is kilkd with the confent of
the King, 260.
firft

minifter

pofition

Hiero.

is

declared

Prsetor of Syracufe,

contrives a ftratagem to clear the

i.

army of

39.
the

old mercenaries, defeats the Mamertines, and
is declared King, 40. joins the Carthaginians,

and

is

defeated

treaty with the

by Appius, 43.

enters

into

Romans,

50. his character and
51. he fends fuccolirs

general conduct, 39,
to the Romans in the war againft Annibal,

99.
Hiftory.

its excellence and ufe, i. 27, 84, 322,
323. ii. 292. the manner in which Hiftory
fhould be compofed, i. 252, 253. General
Jiiftory, 325, 326.

Hiftorian.

The
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Hiftorian. his duty and proper office,

i.
47* 4<?„
abfurd accounts delivered by fome Hiftorians
concerning the march of Annibal, 350.- errors of the old hiftorians Ihould be viewed
with indulgence, 369.

I.

Ulyria.

firft

invaded by the Romans,

i.

168* the

caufe of that expedition,
Illyrians.

169.
gain porleflionof Phcenice* and defeat

the Epirots in battle,

i.

1

74.

make depreda-

on the Roman merchants, 178. become
mafters of Corey ra, 182. lay fiege to Epidamnus, and are forced by the Romans to raife
tions

the fiege, 183.
Imilco. defends Lilybasum againft the

Romans,

L 96. endeavours to fet fire to the works of the
befiegers, but is forced to retreat, 100. makes
a fecond attempt with fuccefs, 105.
Infubrian Gauls* in conjunction with the Boians
and Gasfatae, make war upon the Romans,
i.
201. are inclofed between two armies,
and fuller an entire defeat, 208. are defeated
in a fecond battle, 216* and fubmit to the
Romans at difcretion, 220.
Junius, the Roman Conful. is attacked by a
dreadful tempeft, in which the whole Roman
i.
fleet was deftroyed,
113, 114. he gains
Erix by furprize, and maintains the war with
great bravery againft Amilcar, 115, 117.

Lacedsemon.
ii.

its

form and

fituation

defcribed,

201, 202.

Lacedemonians,

diffracted by inteftine tumults,
conclude
an alliance with the 7E49, 71.
their
condition
tolians, 75.
and fortunes from
ii.

Z
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Leu&ra, 154. their
by Philip, 197.
Leontius, General of the Infantry under Philip,
confpires
with Apelles and Megaleas to
the time of the battle of
territory wafted

betray his mafter,
prize

upon

Palaea,

168. defeats the enter172. his treacherous coun-

ii.

173, 174, 177. raifes a fedition among
207. is imprifoned by order of
the King, and punifhed with death, 211, 212.
Lilybaeum. befieged by the Romans, i. 95.
Logbafis, a citizen of Selga. his treafon and
death, ii. 290, 293.
Lutatius, the Roman conful. concludes a treaty
with the Carthaginians, which puts an end to
the war of Sicily, i. 125.
Lycurgus. bribes the Ephori, and is elected
iels,

the foldiers,

King of
and

is

Sparta,

ii.

76. offers battle to Philip

defeated, 203.

Lyttus, a city of Crete, pillaged and deftroyed,
ii.

107.

M.
Macedonian

foldiers.

their

character,

ii.

168.

Mamertines. gain Meffana by treachery, i. 36.
are defeated by the Syracufans, and implore
the protection of the Romans, 40, 41.
fubdued by the Achaeans, i. 254.
Mantineans.
their ingratitude and perfidy, 256.

Matho.

urges the Africans to revolt, i. 137.
Carthaginians in their intrenchments, 163. engages in a general battle, is
attacks the

defeated and taken pfifdiier, 165.
Media, its fouation and boundaries, ii. 23 8» 239.
Megaleas, minifter of Philip, confpires with
Apelles and Leontius, to betray the king,
ii, x68,
infults A^ratus, and is condemned to
pay

the
pay a

fine,

INDEX.

192. retires to Thebes, 211. his

death, 213.

Megalopolis, taken and deftroyed by Cleomenes*
i.
250.
Megalopolitans. their fidelity andconftancy,i.262*
Mercenaries, in the pay of the Carthaginians,
the caufes and beginning of their revolt, i.
130, 131. they deftroy Gefco their benefactor
and chkf friend, and exercife the moft horrid
cruelties, 153, 154. are reduced to fuch extremity by famine, that they are forced to
feed upon their prifoners and flaves, 161,
forty thoufand of them are deftroyed by A-

milcar, 162. the reft under the

Matho, engage

in a

command

of

general battle, and are

entirely defeated, 165.
MelTenians. their territory invaded by the i^Etolians, ii. 16. they implore the affiftarice of

the Achsean States*

17.

general Confederacy,

34 they

are received into the
refufe to

bear

any part in the war which was
chiefly

undertaken
their conduct

for their defence, 65.

cenfured, id.

Minucius, Mafter of the Horfe under Fabius.
is difTatisfied with the conduct of the Dictator,
i.
423. takes the command of the army in
the abfence of Fabius, and attacks Annibal
in his camp with great iliccefs, 443. is declared Dictator together with Fabius, 445. incamps apart with one half of the troops, 446.

drawn into an action by Annibal, defeated,
and faved by Fabius, 447, 448.
Molon, Governour of Media, takes arms againfl
Antiochus, ii. 238. defeats Xencetas, 244,
is

Z

4.

-

.245.

The
245.

is

fuffers

INDEX.

attacked by the

King

in perfon*

and

an entire defeat, 255.

Mufick. ufeful

ii. 44.
in what manthe Arcadians, 45. the

in States,

ner practifed

among

neglect of this art the caufe of the degeneracy
of the people of Cynastha, 44, 48.

N.
Naravafus, a Numidian prince, joins Amilcar in
the war againft the mercenaries, i. 149.
Nicagoras, a Meffenian. the caufes of his hatred againft Cleomenes, ii. 228. he enters
into a project for deftroying that prince, 229.
Nicophanes. fent embaflador with Cercidas from
the Megalopolitans to the court of Macedon,
i.
240. a detail of reafoning by which they
prevailed with Antigonus to afllft the Achseans, id.

O.
Oeniadae.

its

fituation deicribed,

ii.

126, 127.

P.
Palsea, the chief

by Philip,

ii.

town of Cephallenia. befieged
1

71.

PednelifTians. befieged

by the Selgians,

ii.

286.

Peloponnefus. the character and natural dtft
pofition of the people of that country, ii. 337.
Pharasans, in conjunction with the people of
Dyme and Trirsea, refolve to with-hold their
contributions to the war, ii. 116. their conduel: cenfured,

117.

Plinius, the hiftorian.
.

his partiality

remarked,

M7.

Philip, father of Alexander, his moderation and

prudent conduct after the battle of Chasroneaj
ii.

182.

Philip, the fon of Demetrius and father of Perfeus.

The
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takes pofieflion of the kingdom upon
the death of Antigonus, i. 276. his wife anfeus,

fwer to the deputies from Lacedsemon, ii. 53.
in conjunction with the confederate States of

Greece declares war againft the iEtolians, 56.
advances through Theflaly and Epirus, and

Ambracus, 119. becomes mafof Paeanium and Oeniadas, 125. is forced
to return in hafte to defend his own kingdom againft the Dardanians, 126. begins his
march a fecond time in winter, and arrives at
Corinth before the people of Peloponnefus had
any notice of his approach, 129. defeats a
body of Eleans, and lays fiege to Pfophis,
131, 132. ravages the Elean territory, and
gains the fortrefs called Thalamae, 139. he
oppofes a bafe delign of Apelles his chief
minifter, 144. his noble qualities, 445. he
conquers the province ofTriphylia, 146, 151.
is miQed by the bad counfels of Apelles, 156.
of his error, and courts the
is convinced
favour of Aratus, 166. he advances into IElays fiege to
ter

tolia,

and

pillages the place called

Thermum,

177, 179. the violence of his conduct
this occafion cenfured, 181. he ravages

upon
La-

198. defeats Lycurgus, and retreats
with fafety, 203, 204, 205. forms the fiege of
Thebes in Phthiotis, 325. receives the news of
conia,

Romans, and
end to the war, and take
part in the affairs of Italy, 329, 330, 340.
Philopcemen. his wife conduct in the battle of
the fuccefs of Annibal againft the
refolves to put an

Selafia,' i. 271.
Phcenice, the chief city of Epirus. taken by the

Illyrians,

i.

174.

Phylarchus,

INDEX.

The

Phylarchus, the hiftorian.

his inaccuracy and
want of judgement, i. 251.
Picenum, lands of. divided among the Romans,
i.

199. confequences of that meafure, id.
firft fettled by the Romans, i.
337.

Placentia.

Polybius. undertook many painful voyages, in
order to gain a juft knowledge of the places

mentioned

in his

actions related by

Hiftory,

him

i.

352. the tranfwhich he had

are thole

either feen, or received

from

eye-witnefTes,

ii.

plan and peculiar excellence
of his Work, i. 28, 278, ii. 218.
Pontus. the caufes of its conftant flow, ii. 82.
5. the defign,

likely in the courfe of time to be filled with
earth,

84.

Prufias. his

war againft

the

Byzantines,

ii.

99.

Ptolemy, Philopator. his character and conduct,
ii.
221, 222, 270. defeats Antiochus in the
battle of Raphia, 308.
Publius, Cornelius, is fent with an army into
Spain, i. 136. advances along the banks of
the Rhone, with defign to engage the enemy,
346, 347. returns again to his fhips, and
fteers his courfe back to Italy, 355. lands at
Pife, and taking his route through Tyrrhenia,
paifes the river Po, and haftens to meet the
Carthaginians,
the
365, 372. harangues
troops, 378. is defeated in an engagement
between the Cavalry, repaffes the Po, and
incamps near Placentia, 380,381, 382,383.
decamps again in the night, and retreats towards the Trebia, 385. endeavours to diffuade his collegue from engaging in a general
battle,

390, he

is

lent again into Spain,

435.-

Raphia.

The

INDEX.
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R.
Raphia. the battle near that city between Ptolemy and Antiochus, ii. 300.
Regulus, the Roman Conful. defeats the Carthaginians in a fea engagement, and (leers his
courfe towards Afric, i. 73, 74. his fuccefs
againit the enemy, 76, 77. he invites the
Carthaginians to a treaty, 78. his haughtinefs,
id. he is defeated by Xantippus, and taken
prifoner, 82, 83.

Rhone, the fources and courfe of that

river,

i.

Rhodians. declare war againft the Byzantines,, ii.
97. their prudence and dexterous conduct,
when a great part of their city had been
defbroyed by an earthquake, 309.
Romans, a fhort view of their progrefs, after their
city had been taken by the Gauls, i. 35, 36.
they punifh a body of their own foldiers who
had gained poflefTion of Rhegium by treachery,
37. refolve to fend afliftance to the Mamerand pafs for the firft time into Sicily,

tines,

fuccefs, id. they conclude an
Hiero, 51. become mailers of
Agri.entum, 56, 57. refolve to oppofe the
Carthaginians upon the fea, 58. obtain a great
naval victory, 63, 64, defeat the enemy in
a fecond fea engagement, and make a defcent
upon thecoaft of Afric, 73. their fuccefs, .74.
they are defeated by Xantippus, 82, 83. gain
another naval victory, 85. are attacked by

42, 43. their

alliance with

a dreadful

of

their

temped, in which the greateft part
were deftroyed, 86. equip

veileh

another

The

INDEX.

of two hundred and twenty mips
months time, 88. are again attacked
by a ftorm, and forced to Jay afide all at*
tempts upon the fea, 89. "they defeat the
Carthaginians in an engagement near Panormus, 91. equip another fleet, 93. lay fiege
to Lilybasum, 95. are defeated by Adherbal
in a fea engagement, 107. are attacked by
another tempefi, in which their whole naval
ftrength was at once deftroyed, 114. they
maintain the war with great firmnefs againft
Amilcar, 117, u8. equip another fleet by
the means of a private contribution among
another

fleet

in three

121. gain a great naval victory,

the citizens,

and force the Carthaginians to fue for peace,
124, 125. their conduct towards the Carthaginians during the war againft the merce159. they refolve to take poflfeflion of
Sardinia, 165. the caufes of their expedition
into Illyria, 178. they agree to a peace with
naries,

Teuta, and for the firft time fend an embafly
185. conclude a treaty with Afdrubal, and turn their arms againft the Gauls*
187. a mort account of their wars againft
into Greece,

that

people,

194 to 220. they fend fome

deputies to Annibal in Spain, and afterwards

fome embaflTadors

to

Carthage,

to

demand

that that General fliould be delivered to them,

299, 309.

declare

war againft the Cartha-

fend an army into
326.
Spain under the command of Publius, and
another under Tiberius into Afric, 336. recall
Tiberius, upon notice that Annibal had entered
Italy, 373. their firft engagement with the Carginians,

refolve to

thaginians

INDEX.

The

thaginians near the Ticinus, 380. they are defeated in the battle of Trebia, Thrafymene, and

Cannae, 394,411,462. fome particularities in
remarked, 58, 87, 399, 461.

their character

S,

Saguntum.
i.

by Annibal,

befieged

and taken,

304.
loft to

Sardinia,

by

feized

the

the Carthaginians,

i.

151.

is

Romans, 166.

Scerdilaidas. joins his forces with the iEtolians
ii.
36. deferts the JEand concludes a treaty with Philip,
62. the motives of his conduct, 63. he is
diffatisfied with Philip, and commits hofti-

againft the Achaeans,
tolians

againft that

lities

Scopas.

is

Prince,

prevailed

make war upon

the

318, 328.

Dorimachus

by

on

Meflenians,

ii.

to

13.

is

58. makes
119. his impiety,

chofen Praetor of the iEtolians,
1

jncurftons into

Macedon,

id.

the fituation of it defcribed, ii. 264,
265. ftormed by Antiochus, 267.
Selgians. lay fiege to PednelhTus, ii. 287. are
defeated by Garfyeris, and befieged in their
own city, 289. their brave defence, 293.
Seleucia.

Sicily,
i.

the

form and

fituation

of

it

defcribed,

94, 95. relinquished by the Carthaginians,

Sinopeans. are attacked by Mithridates,
Social

War.

the caufes and

ii.

109.

commencement of it,

ii. 7,
8, 56.
Sofibius, minifter of Ptolemy, the motives of his

conduct towards Cleomenes,

ii.

224, 225. his

project to deftroy that Prince, 229. his

wife

conduct

INDEX.

The

conduct in the management of the war againft
Antiochus, 271.
Spendius. one of the Chiefs in the revolt of the
Carthaginian mercenaries, i. 137. is defeated
in an engagement with Amilcar, and faves
himfelf by flight, 1 50. goes to the Carthaginian camp to treat of peace, is feized, and
put to death, 162, 163.
T.
Teuta, queen of IlJyria. kills a Roman Embaffador, i. 179. is attacked in her dominions by the Romans, and obliged to fue for
peace, 183, 184, 185.
Theodotus, Governour of Ccele-fyria. deferts
the fervice of Ptolemy, and enters into treaty

with Antiochus, ii. 232. forms a bold attempt
life of Ptolemy, 299.
Thrafymene. battle of, i 411.
Treaty, an account of all the treaties concluded between Rome and Carthage, to the
time of Annibal. i. 311 to 318.
againft the

Trebia. battle of,

Tyrrhenians,

firft

i.

394.
that

poiTe fifed

part of Italy

which was afterwards inhabited by
i.

the Gauls,

192.

y;
Varro,

Caius Terentius.

is

chofen

refolves in oppofition to the

449.
of iEmilius,

to

engage

his difpofition

in

in

Conful,

i.

judgement

a general action,

the battle of Cannae,

457.
461, 462. he efcapes to Venufia, 468.
Utica. befiegedby the Carthaginian mercenaries,
i.
142. joins the party of the rebels, 157.
is

forced to furrender to the Carthaginians at

difcretion,

165,

Xantippus,

INDEX.

The

X.
Xantippus, a Lacedemonian, arrives at Carthage, and is intrufted with the care of the
army, i. 79. defeats the Romams, 82, and
after having faved the Carthaginians from deftrudtion, returns back to Greece,
84. his
prudence in this refpect commended, id.
Xencetas, General of Antiochus. is fent to

command

in

the expedition againft

240. is furprifed in his
and deftroyed with the

ii.

camp by
greater!;

Molon,

the rebels,

part of his

army, 244, 245.
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