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The controversial Suq Almawaseer (pipe market) in Elfasher, Darfur that emerged last year has
finally come to a collapse. It appeared to be the biggest pledge-style and bartering market in the
Sudan .A lucrative business, it had attracted the various categories of the community (employees,
merchants, laborers, students, soldiersetc) before it turned to be the most notorious fraud market
in the near history. A curious financial transaction and a mystery that has not yet been
unravelled. A delayed check or IOU is issued to a customer against a commodity (vehicles, real
estate, furniture, consumed items etc) with 40% to 50 % increase to the actual price of the sold
commodity. This benefit has lured the residents to sell off most of their properties, even their
homes and furniture. At first, there was tremendous hike in profit, but the matter turned down to
be the opposite, then the market abruptly collapsed without notice leaving three thousand victims
holders of unpaid checks or IOUs and around thirty Million SDG deficit.

Evidently, this project is part and parcel of the plot preceded by killing, uprooting and now
systemized impoverishment. All the concerned parties so far failed to decode the mystery.

But it is pretty known that organizers of the market are NCP affiliates and candidates at the
current elections for the local legislative seats who suddenly got wealthy and proprietors of huge
cash and assets. The pyramid scheme made the customers assured that their money was in safe
hands. But incidentally as the elections approached the market faltered and the checks and IOU
whose pay deadline came were not encashed and therefore those who bragged in their chats that
they were within an inch of being tycoons, to their utter surprise, turned out to be the victims of a
well-planned and systematic fraud .Some of them are muttering and threatening to get revenge if
their monies were not paid back. For the time being, it is a war of words but likely to turn into an
outright war with unpredictable consequences.

More evidently, the doomed customers’ restoration of rights became linked to the elections.
Hearsays indicate that if the victims wanted their money back, then they had to vote for the
“tree” (the ruling NCP vote-sign). Otherwise, if they chose the “rooster” (sign of ND Governor
archrival in the elections Ibrahim Suleiman), then their cash would fall into oblivion; your vote
for your cash.

Analysis information showed that Ibrahim Suleiman was leading Kibir while the pipe markets
were becoming an important tool for electoral bargain.



