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[Concluded.]

began
THE CANAL
the town

Middlesex Village, on the Merrimac
and was lifted through a
connected flight of three locks, passing under the main street
over an aqueduct across the brook near which are some quaint
old houses erected by the proprietors for the use of their employes
and through the long swamp to River Meadow brook, also
river in

at

of Chelmsford,

—

—

crossed by aqueduct.

where

it

Thence

it

was continued to

Billerica,

entered the Concord river by a stone guard lock, with a

tow path, and passed out on the southern

side through
used by the Talbot
mills at North Billerica for the supply of water for power, and in
this connection they have retained one of the lock gates, thus
saving for us one of the best preserved and most interesting
floating

another stone guard lock.

The

features of the old canal.

On

canal

is still

the south bank of the Concord

through rocks was necessary.
The
Shawsheen river flows through a deep and narrow valley, and
the stone work for the aqueduct constituted perhaps the most
imposing structure on the canal.
Two end abutments and a
central pier, all stone, supported a wooden truck or box about
180 feet long, elevated thirty feet above the rivei. and of sufficient width and depth.
The abutments and pier remain undisturbed to this day, with some decaying fragments of the oaken
truck still clinging to the pier. The highway and electric car line
pass within a few feet of this monument.
river an extensive cutting
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Half a mile further south was Nichols' lock, a portion of
which still remains as a part of a cellar wall. Mr. Nichols had
charge of this lock for a great many years. He was a successful
farmer, and, in addition, kept an excellent inn for the accommodation of travelers on the canal. There were many of these, and
Nichols' was a favorite place for dinner or a night's lodging.
In
Wilmington the canal passed through wide, boggy meadow^s,
where the bed sank some sixty feet crossed the Maple Meadow
brook near the poor farm by another aqueduct, of which the remains are very picturesque and then made an abrupt bend around
the foot of a hill.
This bend was called the Oxbow.
A mile
further south the canal entered the town of Woburn, passing
within a short distance of the house of Loammi Baldwin.
Just
to the north of Woburn station a picturesque view of the canal
may be had from the railroad. The canal has here been transformed into a duckpond, the wddth being preserved, but each
end of the pond being formed by a dam and the railroad embankment. The canal crossed the swamp, where great quantities of
earth were sunk in forming the bed and side banks, and passed to
the rear of the present public library building and under the road
near Wilson's Tavern. This tavern has since been the homestead of the late Ruel Carter, and was destroyed by fire about
1886. The canal passed through Horn pond, where there was a
very important engineering feature, and known as Horn pond,
or Stoddard locks. At this point- there was a descent of fifty
feet by three sets of double stone locks, the middle set being
separated from that above and below by a basin-line expansion
or widening of the canal, by which the draft of water by locking
was equalized. Tw^o of these locks w^ere of hammered granite.
These locks were so near Boston, the journey thither in the
packet boat, "General Sullivan," was such a pleasant one, the
view^ of the canal and lake was so picturesque and interesting,
;

;

that the place sj)eedily

became a popular

resort.

Pleasure boats

Boston brass band and the Brigade
harmony, and the crowds w^answeet
rendered
band of Boston
the
lake
and back to the canal, where
dered from the groves to
shots of lumber-rafts and canal-boats laden with cargoes were
plied the lake, Kendall's
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continually passinjjf through the locks.

become

that in 1^>38 the

3

So popular did the place

Horn Pond House was

leased for $700

for that year.

Horn Pond locks, the canal conHorn Pond brook, crossing it at grade by

After passing out of the

tinued on

means

down

to the

of waste weirs,

which remain to

day

this

in a fair state of

In Winchester the canal passed through Gardner

preservation.

locks, located at the

West

side of the village,

and on through

to

Mystic pond, crossing the narrow upper arm of the pond over a
The bed of the canal is plainly visible here,
stone aqueduct.
and it is hoped the bed will remain untouched while the March
of Progress

pond

is

still

moving

on, converting the shores of Mystic

into a beautiful boulevard.

For something over a mile

West
monument, that of the handby George Rumford Baldwin, son

the canal lay within the grounds of the Brooks estate in

Medford.

some
of

Here

elliptical

Loammi

stands a beautiful

stone arch, built

Baldwin, to convey a farm road over the canal, and

considered by engineers to be one of the most graceful structures of the sort in

New

England.

It is plainly visible as

journeymg along by the Brooks farm in the electric cars.
The line of the old canal is where Boston avenue

one
is

is

now-

through Gibson^s lock and the aqueduct over
the Mystic river, at a point where the new stone bridge now is,
then turning to the east the cannl passed under the bridge of tlie
Lowell road. the wing walls of this bridge are yet plainly
visible,
and on past the Royall House, where the canal passed
imder Main street and sent off a branch to the river, for the
benefit of the ship-yards of Medford and Charlestown
and so
on through the Mystic trotting park to the base of Winter hill,
situated, passing

—

—

;

Somerville.

From

this point the canal followed the line of the

high land around to the short bend in the Mystic river, where
Dunning's coal wharf is at present located then to the south,
through nearly the centre of the Broadway park; around the
base of Mount Benedict, now- nearly dug away, across the
foot of Austin street, where the gate-house may still be seen then
;

—

—

;

Main street, Charlestown, to the Neck, where
passed under Main street, through a lock and into the mill-

nearly parallel to
it

—
;
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pond.
Most of the cargoes were loaded here, but for those
wishing carriage to Boston there was a lock with double gates
working either way, according to the state of the tide, for admis-

Once

sion into the Charles river.

it was an easy
but there was also an

in the river,

matter to reach any of the city w^harves

;

is now Haymarket square
Canal street being directly alongside foUovving nearly the lines
of Blackstone street to the harbor, near what is now North

extension of the canal through what

—

Quincy market was
Old State
House in Boston, the canal can be traced under Cross, Hanover,
and Ann now North street along Canal street.
It is difficult to ascertain the whole number of boats employed at any one time. Many were owned and run by the proprietors of the canal, and many were constructed and run by private
Nearly

jMarket street.

brought over

all

this route.

—

parties

who

per

placed

at

the

map

of 1812, in the

—

paid the

The

they carried.

ton

of the stone for

On

mile;

it

regular

was

one-sixteenth

tolls for

whatever merchandise

was placed
afterward, by Act

original

of

toll

a

dollar

per

at

twopence per

of

ton

Legislature,

per

mile

and the same for every ton
The actual rates ranged from one
of tim.ber floated in rafts.
to two dollars per gross ton for the twenty-seven miles from
Boston to Lowell.
Boats belonging to the same parties were
conspicuously numbered and lettered, and private boats, of
which there were many, were painted with such designs as to
for

goods carried

in the

boats,

be easily recognized, as in the case of

The luggage

freight cars of

to-day.

or merchandise boats, of which there are probably

none in existence, were peculiarly constructed to meet the requirements of canal navigation, and the mode of propulsion was as
They were about seventy-five feet long,
peculiar as their model.
nine feet wide in the middle, and a little narrowed at the ends
flat-bottomed across the full width, but the bottom sloped or
rounded up from near the mid-length of the boat, both towards
the stem and stern, so that while the sides were level on top and
about three feet deep at mid-length they were only a foot or less in
depth at either end. A load of twenty tons would make the boats
draw two feet or more near the middle, while the bottom would be

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF OLD MIDDLESEX CANAL.

1904.]

5

They were built of two-inch pine
out of the water at each end.
nianks spiked on to small oak cross-joints and side knees, and
had heavy oak horizontal timbers at each end. The sides were
and without cross thwarts, except what was called the
mast board, a thick oak plank securely fastened across on top
from side to side a little forward of the centre of the boat. The
seams between the planks were calked with oakum and pitched.
The rudder was a long steering oar pivoted on the centre of
the cross frame of the stern, so as to afford a good leverage for
vertical

guiding the unw^ieldy

craft.

The

blade

w'as

about eighteen

inches wide and ten feet long, and trailed in the water behind the

There were also three large scull oars about sixteen feet
Three setting poles or pike poles, as
they are sometimes called (stout, straight, round poles, wrought
out of tough and spongy ash about fifteen feet long, nearly two
inches in diameter, and shed at one end w'ith a long iron point),
boat.

long, with six-inch blades.

completed the propelling outfit.
In
The crew consisted of a skipper and two bowmen.
going down the Merrimac river the scull oars were used, and
when there was a fair wind a sail was hoisted. In going down
the river, the bowmen took positions close to either side of the
boat facing the bow and about six feet from it, and each w^orked
his oar against a thole-pin placed in the opposite

gunwale, the

oar handles crossing so that they were necessarily worked simul-

The skipper also had his oar, which he w^orked in a
way when his attention was not wholly taken up in steer-

taneously.
similar
ing.

When

the boats arrived at Middlesex Village, they were

then towed to Charlestown by horses, frequently without a driver,
in which case the man at the rudder kept a small pile of stones
or green apples ready for the encouragement of the horse.

In mid-summer,

when

the river was low, only about half a

Three boats each way a week were
from Boston to Middlesex was seventy-five cents,
and from Middlesex to Lowell six and one-quarter cents.
A
stage met the boats at Middlesex to carry passengers to Lowell.
The pay for a boatman in 1830 was $15 per month. Luggage or
merchandise boats made two and one-half miles per hour, while
full

run.

load could be carried.

The

fare
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passage boats made four miles. The time required to go from
Boston to Lowell was about twelve hours, and to Concord,

Between Boston and I>owell the
hours up and twelve

N. H., from seven to ten aays.

usual time for freight boats was eighteen
liours

down.

first two, one nmning up
amount of travel proved insufficient to warrant two boats, one was removed, and the ''GovThis was a boat on the style of the
ernor Sullivan" ran alone.
Erie canal -boats, though somewhat lighter, with a covered cabin
over the whole length, except for the standing room at each end.
The cabin was provided with seats, and was upholstered much

Of

the passage boats there were at

and one down

daily.

Later,

when

as the horse cars of a decade

Sullivan"

was

elegance.

When

comotives

and

In

ago.

considered
the

the

haste

feverish

had

telegraph

its

model

a

not

day the ''Governor
of
comfort
and
born of the lo-

yet

infested

society,

packet

"Governor

Sullivan" must have been an enjoyable experience.

Protected

a

trip

over

the

canal

in

the

passenger

from the danger of collision, undaunted by squalls
of wind, realizmg, should the craft be capsized, that he had nothmg to do but walk ashore, the traveler speeding along the leisurely pace of four miles per hour had ample time for observation
and reflection. Seated in summer under a spacious awning, he

by iron

rules

traversed

the

valley of

shores of Mystic i)ond.

Mystic, skirting

the

the

picturesque

Instead of a foreground of blurred land-

scapes, vanishing ghostlike, ere

its

features could be fairly dis-

New England scenery, cut
on his vision.
A large amount of lumber was being used during this
period by the ship-yards on the Mystic river, and nearly all of it
tinguished, soft bits of characteristic
clear as cameos, lingered caressingly

being rafted

down

By

the canal.

the regulations, these rafts

could not be larger than seventy-five feet by nine and one-half
feet; but a number of rafts could be bandea together by slabs
pinned betv^een them.
A band of seven to ten rafts required
five men, including the driver four rafts required four men, and
three rafts three men. These rafts were unpinned and sent
through the locks separately, and then again united. The rafts
;
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yoke drawing no less than
load requiring eighty teams on the common

were drawn by yoked oxen,
100 tons of timber, a

7

a single

road.

According

to rhe rules of the corporation, boats of the

same

class goino^ in the same direction were not allowed to pass each
Repair boats had the precedence over everything, then
other.

came passage boats, luggage or merchandise boats, and lastly
Landing and loading places were established at the millrafts.
pond in Charlestown, in Medford, Woburn, Wilmington, Bille-

No goods were allowed to be unloaded or
rica, and Chelmsford.
loaded at any other places without a special permit from the
agent, this being a precaution against damage to the banks.
Racing was prohibited. Whenever a boat approached a lock, a

No
horn was sounded to attract the lock-tenders' attention.
horns w^ere sounded on Sunday, although traveling w^as perNavigation ceased at night on account of the danger
mitted.
of dam.aging: the canal

;

so at every series of locks there w^as a

1 wo of the most important taverns of the time were the
Horn Pond House in Woburn and the Bunker Hill Tavern in

tavern.

Charlestowm.

To

people w-ho lived near the banks the canal w-as a

the

source of pleasure, and was

made

serviceable in

many

ways.

Its

through the landscape added to
charm and the beauty of
the
natural
the
delightful
The wide tow--path was skirted with a generous
scenery.
growth of shrubbery and dotted with wild flowers, which
clear waters like a silver thread

made

the

it

"fellers

with

path.

Many

country

air,

for

many.

boulevard
their
w-ere

best

those

of

the

girls"

who

tow^n.
Sunday afternoons
promenaded along the towleft

the heat of the

city

for

now-a-days Franklin park affords recreation
Picnic parties came and camped on its shores. The
just as

m

Woburn w^as the most imiportant house
on the route of the canal.
The proprietor w^as the famous
Robert McGill, and had a reputation throughout New England.
Horn Pond House

was the summer resort of Boston and the surrounding counand on a summer's day the business done w^as enormous,
people coming by boat and carriages, and as many as 100 vehicles have been counted there in a single Sunday.
It

try,
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In the early spring the water would be drawn

men

off

[April,

from the

bank caused by the
which
continually
muskrat,
were
making holes, thus
and
beaver
canal to allow the

to find breaks in the

doing great damage to the surThe boys would take advantage of this time

letting the water out, frequently

rounding country.
and search for articles

it was common to find
on every boy and girl would
be on hand to watch it and try and keep up with the head of the
As an avenue for skating it was unsurpassed, and a
stream.
spin to Woburn and beyond was of frequent occurrence.
The methods of receiving, transporting, and delivering
freight were very similar to those of the present day; a way-bill
Freight charges were
or pass-port accompanied the goods.
paid on removal of the property, and in case of delayed removal,
a wharfage or demurrage charge was added.
Meanwhile Caleb Eddy, who assumed the agency of the
corporation in 1825, rebuilt the wooden locks and dams of stone.
With the accession of business brought by the corporation at
Lowell, the prospect for increased dividends in the future was
The "Golden Age" of the canal apextremely encouraging.
peared close at hand, but the fond hopes of the proprietors were
once more destined to disappointment. Even the genius of James
In 1829 a petition was
Sullivan had not foreseen the locomotive.
presented to the legislature for the survey of a road from Boston
It was at the house of Patrick T. Jackson, Esq., at
to Lowell.
22 Winter street, Boston, where the first step was taken for the
organization of a company to build the Boston & Lowell railroad.
A committee of the canal was then quickly chosen to
draw^ up for presentation to the General Court a remonstrance of
the proprietors of the Middlesex canal against the grant of a
charter to build a road from Boston to Lowell.
Notwithstand-

valuables.

When

lost

overboard, and

the water was

let

ing the pathetic remonstrance of the canal proprietors, the legislature incorporated the road,
canal.

Even while

and refused compensation to the

the road was being built, the canal directors

did not seem to realize the

full

gravity of the situation.

continued the policy of replacing

wood

every effort to perfect the service in

with

stone,

all its details,

and

They

and made
as late as
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1836 the agent recommended improvements. The amount of
tonnage continued to increase, and the very ties used in the construction of the railroad

were boated,

it

is

said, to points

most

convenient for the workmen.
The disastrous competition of the road was beginning to be
The board of directors waged a plucky warfare with the
felt.
railroad, reducing tariff

on

som.e,

on

all

and almost abolishing it
its income;

articles,

the expenditures of the canal outran

till

but steam came out triumphant. Even sanguine Caleb Eddy
satisfied that larger competition was vain, and set him-

became

self to the

saving

task of

difficult

fragments of the inevitable

Business grew rapidly less with

v«Teck.

Nashua

&

Lowell

opened.

railroad

the canal

after the

The country merchants

speed and certainty of the railroad, in spite
somewhat higher freight rates. Caleb Eddy proposed to
abandon the canal for transportation and convert it into a canal
for supplying Boston with water.
Boston had a population at
this time (1843) of about 100,000, and was still dependent on wells
for its water supply. Most of the wells were badly contaminated,
some being little short of open sewers. Mr. Eddy's plan
consisted in abolishing the levels betwen Billerica and Middlefully appreciated the

of the

sex Village and
of

canal

the

reservoir on

Woburn and

Charlestown, conducting the water

Wobum

from

Mount Benedict

by thirty-inch iron pipes
in

Somerville, thence

to a

to be dis-

tributed over Boston, and possibly Charlestown and Cambridge.

The water from

the Concord river was analyzed by Dr. Charles

John W. Webster, of Harvard University,
and A. A. Hayes, of Roxbury, and by all
declared to be pure, soft, and eminently suitable for the purThe scheme was, however, not successful, and in 1845
pose.
Caleb Eddy resigned his position.
Stock fell to $150, and in
1846 the canal v/as abandoned and the property was sold for
$130,000, and the amount divided among the stockholders. On
April 4, 1852, the last canal-boat was run on the canal by Joel
T. Jackson, Professor

S. L.

Dana,

of Lowell,

Dix, of Billerica.

By conveyances made
right

to

use

the

land

in 1832, the

for

canaling

company reserved
purposes

;

perhaps

the

they
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thought the railroad would not be successful, but they soon gave
up such thoughts, if they entertained them; and on October 3,
1859, the Suprerre Court issued a decree that the proprietors had
^'forfeited all their franchises and privileges by reason of nonfeasance, non-user, misfeasance, and neglect."
Thus the corporation was forever extinguished, and went out like a spark.
The canal was not a great financial success, owing to the
large

sum

expense

To

of

in

money

keeping

spent in

its

its

construction and the continued

bridges, locks, boats, and banks in repair.

the student interested in noting the actual footprints of

progress, old Middlesex

Village, adjoining Lowell,

f ourished before the latter was thought

and which

furnishes subjects for

of,

In the now quiet hamlet, where trade v>'as once
and manufacturing kept many busy, still stands the office
of the collector of the old Middlesex canal.
It is a very small
structure, and in very good repair, and is surrounded by traces of
contemplation.

active

trie

enterprise that called

(A few rods away to
by the Low^ell &
the Boston & Maine.
The lat-

into being.

it

the north runs the Merrimac river, skirted

Nashua

railroad

— now

a part of

ter stands like a sentry, as

old canal

it

it

were, forbidding the corpse of the

has slain to rise again; yet, even in death, the old

Middlesex canal is remembered by its ancient friend, the Merrimac, whose waters ebb and flow in a narrow culvert connecting
the river with the shrub-grown valley which marks the bed of
the almost forgoiten canal.) The door of this office is unlocked

by a huge key, suggestive

of

other days

The

interior

is

divided into two apartments, one of which was reserved for the col-

and the other for the boatmen and those requiring passThe little window through which the passports were
South of
handed is still there, and not a pane of it disturbed.

lector,

ports.

the collector's ofnce stands a

uable

odd-looking
of'

calls to

relic, for it

trees,

tall,

mind

Lombardy
the banks

whose roots once gave

poplar, another valstudded with these

stability to the shores

Several other buildings of interest

the canal.

still

stand in

historic Middlesex.

The

canal

traveling on

is

the

nov/ well defined through the country as one

road to

Lowell.

At Medford the

is

Woburn
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sewer runs alono^ one portion of its bed, the Spot pond water
At Mystic lake the new boulevard has taken
pipes another.
possession of the old bed. At points, the old tow-path is now a
part of the highway, at

as a

cow-path or

marks the course

of the defunct

another

it

survives

At one point it
Mystic Valley railroad.
A.t Wilmington, the stone sides of a
lock have become the walls of a dwelling-house cellar, and where
once the merry shout of the boatmen was heard bringing the upcountry supplies to the city, the rumble and whistle of its successor, the railroad train, thunders past on its hurried journey.
Steam at last drove the canal-boat from the field, and about

woodland road.

fifty

years ago the canal gave

up business and disappeared

into

the darkness of the past, to be forever forgotten except in name.

CHARLESTOWN SCHOOLS

IN

THE EIGHTEENTH

CENTURY.
By Frank Mortimer Hawes.
[Continued.]

probably
MR. BARRETTWyman
specified, as

office,

May
the

Joseph Simson, taught from 1721 to 1724.

15, 1721.

coming

did not teach longer than the time
says that the next incumbent of the

year, £3

In addition to the master's salary of £60 for
was voted for firewood for the school. As

time the subject of

wood

mentioned in this form,
towns at that
time, the fuel for the school had been contributed by the parents.
February 8, 1722-3. "In running the bounds of the school
lot, being No. 68, given to the school by Mr. Daniel Russell,
being in second division of Charlestown^ viz.: a wood lot of
45^ acres, it was found that this lot and lot 67 fell short lOJ acres,
& we offered to settle the bounds with Mr. Joseph Underwood,
we to abate 7 acres and he 3 J acres, which he refused. But we
settled bounds & drove down stakes accordingly. Thomas Jenner^
this is the first

we may

Town

is

infer that previous to this date, as in other

Clerk.^'

CHARLESTOWN SCHOOLS
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Rev. Daniel Russell, son of Richard, in his will, 26 Decembequeathed to the town of Charlestown "for the free

ber, 1678,

school,

if it is

May

ef¥ected in a year's time, 95 acres

We

1723.

8,

may judge something

time from the following:

at this

master, £20 was voted from

Loveirs

Is.

part of ye

April

£15

;

6,

Of the £60 for the schooltown treasury. "The rent of

rent of ye school lott £5

Lynn farm

resigned."

the

£20, to

wood."
of the school fund

make up

;

the interest of £300

&

the remainder."

1724. "Mr. Joseph Stimson, gramer school master
This reverend gentleman was the son of Andrew

Stimson, Jr., of Cambridge, where he was born February 7, 1700,
and graduated from the college in the class of 1720. He became
the pastor of the Second church of Maiden, and died there March
Through his mother, Abigail Sweetser, he was a
28, 1752.
cousin to his successor, the next schoolmaster of Charlestown.

The
a

man

following year, 1725, the custom

"for looking after the boys

is

revived of paying

on the Lord's Day."

allowed twenty shillings the

Robert

quarter for such ser-

Trevett

is

vice, to

begin 8 November, 1726-7, "To Robert Trevett £4 for

year looking after the boys."

first

The same amount

is

last

appropriated

the year following.
1724, "Paid for bell
Richard Miller's bill for work at ye
school, &c., &c., £1. 5. 4.
John Sprague £4. 5. 0. for a weather
cock & mending the school bell." June 15, 1724, Mr. Seth
Sweetser was chosen school master. "Mr. John Foye, Mr.
Henry Phillips, Thomas Greaves, Esq., Mr. Daniel Russell &
Deac. Jonathan Kettle were appointed a committee to apply themselves to ye ministers, as the law directs, for their approbation of
Mr. Seth Sweetser, jr., for a grammer school master. His salary

Stray items of expense are interesting:

to the schoolhouse £2. 10.

is

0.

£75 to begin 7 July."

Viewed by the light of later years, this entry has a signifiFor more than a genit would be hard to estimate.

cance which

eration we are to follow the history of the Charlestown school,
which thus long was under the guidance of this worthy gentleman. The amount appropriated for Mr. Sweetser's salary grew
year by year. But the apparent increase, it must be remembered,
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to a gradual depreciation of the currency, which, in time,

to be estimated in terms of ''old tenor" and

May

19, 1746, the

amount voted

in

"new

tenor."

town meeting

for

Sweetser's pay reached the very considerable figure of £250.

was not without frequent
such consideration.
sonally, as

May

increase in

These,

14, 1739,

£250

is

would appear, were presented per-

it

we

It

however, that he met with

read:

''Mr. Sweetser prays for an

and gets £180." 1746, "Mr. Sweetser
and considering the depreciation of money,

his salary,

prays for more salary,

fell

petitions,

Mr.

The next three years the amount appropriated
Under the stress which probably tried more souls

voted."

to £150.

than one, Mr. Sweetser's success seems to have suffered a decline.
In 1748 a vote was passed instructing the selectmen to
school at least once a quarter.
ized to agree with

to accept the
effect

March

sum

some other

if Mr. Sweetser refused
His resignation went into

instructor,

offered him, £150.

1750, after

6,

visit his

The next year they were author-

more than

a quarter of a century of

A brighter day, however,

was in store for him.
which
some of
Mr. Sweetser was
indirectly concerned, demand that we go back again over these
continual service.

But matters

of importance, in

years.

Often these yearly appropriations were in this form: 1724,
"£40 were voted for master's salary and £40 more out of the
school fund £5 of it being for fire wood." Very frequently a
sum is voted for repairs as, 1727, £5 on the town house and the
schoolhouse. In 1739 £40 is voted for repairs, and 1748 the
amount set aside for the purpose is £100 for the schoolhouse
Thus the third school building of Charlestown, which,
alone.
;

;

according to our reckoning, ought to have ended

about

this time,

its

existence

by a timely outlay was made to do duty

for sev-

eral years to come.
is thrown upon the school fund at
was itemized as follows:
Lovell's Island, let to William Walters (?), £17.
School lot, let to Timothy Wright, £5.
Salt marsh (on Maiden side), let to Joseph Frost, £1. 10.
Money at interest, £357. 10. 0., with income of £21. 9. 0.

Considerable light

time.

In 1727

it

this

CHARLESTOWN SCHOOLS
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—amount not given.
Land adjoining the schoolhouse, — not valued.

A

school lot in

first division,

Soheegan farm,

—not valued.

In 1740 the free school income amounted to £71. 4. 0. (Frothingham.) In 1748 these funds amounted to £1,857, Sowhegum

farm having been sold for £1,500, and the annual income from
this is £180. 10. 0.

From
assumed

the following entries

authority

Stevens, student at

over

the college,

school in the town for writing

November
liberty

will

it

private

&

is

be seen that the selectmen

schools:

allowed

1727,
to

"Mr.

ciphering."

"Ordered that Samuel Burr
to improve the middle chamber of the almshouse
17,

John

keep a Private

1729.

have
for to

keep a writing school for this winter." 1749, "The selectmen
approbated and allowed Mr. Matthew Gushing to keep a private
school in this town, to instruct youth in reading, writing, and
cyphering, and other sciences, he having been
a person of sober and good conversation."

recommended

as

(Frothingham, page

260.)

May 15, 1728, the question came up in town meeting
"whether the selectmen shall agree with some person to assist Mr.
Sweetser in teaching the school or shall erect another building."
The committee chosen to consider the matter were Thomas
Greaves, Daniel Russell, Joseph Kent, Joseph Lemmon, and
Aaron Gleveland. Later they make an interesting report, in
which they suggest that many unfit to attend be kept out of the
They also think "it might do to have a reading school
school.
somewhere at the town charge." Another committee, "to regulate the school accordingly," consisted of

Deacon Samuel Froth-

ingham, Deacon Jonathan Kettle, and Joseph Lemmon. That
word "somewhere" m.ay have encouraged the petition of several
In answer thereto. June 17, 1728,
of the inhabitants of the town.
"it was voted that the petitioners be allowed out of the Town
Treasury towards keeping a school among them their proportion
of w^hat they are taxed toward the school or schools in the Town,
provided it be employed to that use only for the year ensuing."
This seems to be the first record that can be construed as re-
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however, the

people of the outlying districts accepted these terms and established schools of their

number

the selectmen

Joseph Kent,

own, there

show

of years, to

it.

It

for this year (1728)

— surnames

nothing on the books, for a

is

may

interest

some

to read that

Frost and
on early Somerville

included Joseph

that are familiar

records.

Not

until

1736 do

we

find anything bearing

on

this subject.

In a warrant for a town meeting, April 26 of that year,

lowing item

"To

see whether

Town

is

the fol-

vote to have a
(above the Neck) for teaching
and instructing youth in reading, writing, and cyphering." At
the meeting held May 6, it was voted to raise £25 for said school,
:

school or schools kept in the

the

will

Town

which sum was to be put into the hands of a committee "which
are inhabitants without the Neck, to provide a schoolmaster to in-struct their children.

late said school as

This committee was empowered to regu-

they shall think most convenient for the inhab-

itants."

Thus was

an educational system for the outlying
change for more
than half a century. These papers, henceforth, will endeavor to
emphasize everything on the records relating to this subject, as
they give us our first knowledge of the school in that part of the
town which afterwards was set of¥ to Medford, to Arlington, or
became the town of Somerville. Unfortunately, our information
for a time will have to be confined to the annual appropriations
and the local committees appointed at the May town meeting.
If access could be had to any existing private papers of the Tufts
family, of the Rands, Kents, Frosts, Russells, etc., the few men
of that period who administered the affairs of our section of
Charlestown, no doubt much interesting material might be found.
By consulting Wyman's valuable work and the Brooks-Usher
history of Medford, we can determine readily to which section
those on the various committees were devoted. Four or five districts must have been represented, which we may designate as the
Milk Row^ the Alewife Brook, the upper, or Gardner Row, and
the one or more at Medford side.
districts

instituted

which was

to continue without material

CHARLESTOWN SCHOOLS
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COMMITTEES APPOESITED FOR THE SCHOOL OUTSIDE THE
NECK, TOGETHER WITH THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS.
May 5, 1?3G, William Symmes, Joseph Frost, William Rand,
£25.

May, 1837, William Symmes, Joseph

Frost, Joseph Kent,

£30.

May

William Rand, Samuel Hutchinson, Henry

15, 1738,

Gardner, £30.

May

Joseph

14, 1739,

Kent,

Samuel Hutchinson, Henry

Gardner, £30.

May

Captain Caleb Brooks, James Peirce, James

13, 1740,

Tufts, £40.

May

Joseph Kent, Captain Caleb Brooks, James

11, 1741,

Tufts, £40.

May
May

and

10, 1742,
8,

May

10, 1743, the

same committee.

1744, Captain Caleb Brooks, Joseph Kent, Nathaniel

Francis, £50.

May
May

same committee.
Joseph Kent, Nathaniel Francis, John Brad-

13, 1745, the
19, 1746,

shaw, £50.

May

11, 1747,

Peter Tufts, Philip Cartwrite (Carteret), John

Bradshaw, £60.

May

6,

1748, Nathaniel

Lamson, Joseph Kent, John Brad-

shaw, Nathaniel Francis, and Henry Gardner, £80.

May

15, 1749, the

same committee, with Mr. Kent, chairman,

£100.

May, 1750, Nathaniel Lamson, Nathaniel

Francis,

Gardner, John Skinner, Samuel Rand, £250, or £33.

6. 8.

Henry
lawful

money.

May

20,

1751,

Peter

Tufts,

Henry Gardner, Benjamin

Parker, Seth Reed, Joseph Phipps, £200. 6. T.

May 12, 1752, Samuel Bowman, Henry Gardner, Seth Reed,
Benjamin Parker, Joseph Phipps, Samuel Kent, £200, or £26.
13. 4. lawful money,
May 14, 1753, Benjamin Parker, Seth Reed, Samuel Kent,
Joseph Phipps, £240.

We

of

by the next May the town
Medford had taken on a more definite form, and Charlestown,
close the

list

at this point, as

—
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consequence, sufYered a considerable diminution

in territory.

This indefinitely designated locality ''beyond the
"outside

or

peninsula,"

the

communities

tinct

or

settled

vote

the

after

we

sums

settled

quoted

a school of its own is
think it did have one.

wide

amicably

not

As

certain,

of

dis-

stretches

of

un-

but

appearances,

all

out the

portioned

That

above.

Neck,"

see,

to

territory,

May, 1736,

of

have

by

separated

sparsely

we

consisting,

17

each

we

had

district

to

inclined

are

no mention of schoolhouses, and, although they may have been built by private subscription

—

little

cheap

yet,

affairs

—

there

it is

more probable

years, at least, the benefits of education

rooms hired

some

for that

purpose.

is

that, for

were dispensed

From a
we learn

some

in private

study of conditions in

that it was customary,
our history, for the poorer and more sparselyto have an itinerant schoolmaster, who devoted

of the neighboring towns,

at this period of

settled districts

himself for a stated period
section of the town, and so

The

invariable

wording

—say a month
on

until all

of the vote

or six weeks

had been

—to

one

similarly served.

during these

first

years

is

for

the "school," not "schools," outside the Neck, and for the schoolmaster,

—singular, not

was not held
is it

in

some

plural.

Now

it is

very certain this school

central locality, accessible to

all.

Neither

supposable that the young people of Milk Row, for instance,

traveled to Medford, or those from

only

way

left

was

Medford

to

Milk Row.

The

for the schoolmaster to circulate about, to time

his peregrinations so as to suit the convenience of his constituents.

Still

another

way has been

suggested, namely, that, after

just share of the appropriation, each section con-

receiving

its

tinued

school for the rest of the year at

its

its

own

expense.

Concerning the teachers of these outlying districts, the
records are provokingly silent. We are indebted to them for one
name, however, that of Cotton Tufts, who may have taught on
Somerville soil, but it is more probable that his labors were conThis is the record:
fined to the Medford precinct.
"June 12, 1751, voted to pay Mr. Cotton Tuffts, 76£, old
tenor, in full, as schoolmaster and employed by Mr. John Skinner,
deceased, one of the committee to regulate the school without the
neck."

—
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This was, doubtless, the son of Dr. Simon Tufts, the first
Cotton Tufts was born May 3, 1734, and
graduated from Harvard College in 1749. Our record shows

physician of Medford.
that he

was master

of

the ferule at the early age of seventeen.

Later he married a Miss Smith,

sister, it is said, of President John
and resided in Weymouth. He was president of
the Massachusetts Medical Association about 1776.
His funeral
sermon, preached by the Rev. Jacob Norton, is still extant.

Adams*

wife,

Wyman,

against the

name

Joseph

of

Russell

(Walter^,

Joseph^, William^), born Ansriist 2^-. 170.?. says that he kept
school about 1724. As the place is not designated, we may not

him among Charlestown teachers. He
^Tenotomy (West Cambridge), where the
family lived.
But the fact that the historian thus alludes to him
would seem to imply that he taught on this side of the line. If
not a pedagogue of Charlestown himself, he became the progenitor of a line of teachers through his grandson, Philemon R.
Russell, of whom we hope to speak later on.
The little cemetery on Phipps street has preserved from oblivion one other name, that of Mistress Rebeckah Anderson, the
only one of the worthy "dames" of that early period whose name
be justified in including

m.ay have taught in

has

come down

The headstone

to us.

reads:

Here Lyes Buried
ye

Body

of

Mrs.

Rebeckah Anderson
(Late School-Mistress

in

Town) who Died
March 4th, Anno Dom'
this

1743-4 in the 49th

Year
Close by

is

Her Age.

the grave of her sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Phillips,

the famous midwife,

that. too. so far in

who

held her commission from the bishop of

Rebeckah Anderson, who led the van, and
advance of the great army of female teachers,

London. The name

who

of

of

since her time have battled faithfully for the cause, ought to

be treasured by her sisters of to-day. We give this sentiment:
As their number never faileth, so may her grave, hereafter, never
lack a flower or a sprig of green for

memory's

sake.
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name

whose generous benefactions, especially to
the outlying schools of Charlestown, entitle him to a place in this
history.
He was one of the most influential and distinguished
citizens of the town, and, as is well known, dwelt in that section
Her father, Isaac Royal,
which afterwards became Medford.
Sr., in 1732, purchased of the heirs of Governor Usher an estate
of Isaac Royal, Esq.,

The house
which is still standing, was enlarged and beautified, and became
one of the most pretentious and elegant mansions of the day

of about 500 acres, the consideration being £10,350.

within the suburbs of Boston.

Here the

father died, 7 June, 1739,

widow, "dame Elizabeth," also, 21 April, 1747. Isaac
Royall, Jr., born in the West Indies about 1719, thus became the
heir of a large and productive estate at the early age of twenty.
It is written of him that he delighted to display his riches, and
that he had political aspirations, which were partly gratified.
But, whatever his motive, he offers an example of generous and
interested citizenship which did not find an equal in his day and
Personal gleanings from the records give us the
generation.

and

his

following facts:

In town meeting. May 10, 1743, the thanks of the town
were voted to Isaac Royall for his gift of £100, to be used as the
town sees fit. The same year he paid out on the highway
£45. 13. 0., which sum was offered as a gift to the town, and accepted with thanks.

May

8,

1744, Isaac Royall offered his last year's salary as

Representative, with the understanding that the

expend

it

May
and £80

town was

to

upon the poor.
13, 1745,

he offered £30 for the poor within the Neck,
Neck. Frothing-

for the use of the school without the

ham's History, under date of this year, wrongly states that the
There was no school
gift of £80 was to the school at the Neck.
at the

Neck

May

at this time.

19, 1746,

Mr. Royall

offers

£30 for the use of the school

without the Neck, in addition to what the town raises for that
purpose, and £30 for supporting highways between Winter Hill
and Mistick bridge. Mr. Royall was one of the selectmen for

ALBERT CLIFFORD TUFTS.
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1746, and for several years thereafter.

town

May

[April,

11, 1747,

he returns

pay as Representative the year before. May 16,
1748, of his salary (£120 as Representative), he gives £40 to the
poor within the Neck and £80 for the use of the school without
the Neck. The next May meeting he gives his year's salary for
whatever use the town desires. Again, he donates one-half of his
last year's salary to the school without the Neck, and one-half to
the school within the Neck.
In 1752 Mr. Royal is again elected
to the

his

Town as he is made
Governor's Councillors," a position which he held for
twenty-three years in succession, or until 1774. For his ability
to the General Court, "but cannot serve the

one

of the

he was awarded other high

He was

and Quorum.
able Artillery

the Peace
Ancient and Honor-

offices, as that of Justice of

also a

Company, and

among

member
in 17G1

of the

became

a brigadier-general,

when he
from our
It is not without a feeling of sadness that we contemrecords.
plate the latter part of his career, which was spent in exile, far
from the land he had served long and honorably, and which, so
"the

first of

became a

far as

that

title

Americans."'

citizen of ^Medford, his

we can

October, 1781,

name,

After 1753,

of course, drops

he ever regarded with affection.
England.

learn,
in

He

died

ALBERT CLIFFORD TUFTS.
By Edward

ALBERT CLIFFORD
residence, 144
ill

with

TUFTS

Summer

grippe

C. Booth.

died

March

19, 1904, at his

street, Somerville.

for three

weeks, and was

He

had been

convalescing,

cerebral symptoms supervened, which rapidly brought
]\Ir. Tufts was the
youngest child of
on a fatal termination.
Nathan, Jr., and Mary Jane (Fitz) Tufts, and was born in the
His paternal
house in which he died, September 11. 1864.
grandfather was Nathan Tufts, of Somerville, for whom the
Nathan Tufts park, surrounding the old mill and Powder House,
was named. His maternal grandfather was Abel Fitz, a prominent merchant of Charlestown, and early resident of Somerville.
Mr. Tufts was educated in the public schools of his native

when

ALBERT CLIFFORD TUFTS.
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graduation from the high school

his

room

21
in 1883.

he en-

and brother, grain merchants on Warren bridge, Charlestown. He became a partner
on the death of his father in 188T, and was active in the business
tered the counting

till

of

his

father

his last illness.
19, 1893, Mary Belle, the daughter
Anna (Moses) Cotton, of Portsmouth,

Mr. Tufts married, April
of William Wallace and

N. H., who, with a son, Nathan, a boy of six years, survives him.
elder child, Elizabeth, lived to the age of eighteen months.
Though somewhat retiring in general company, Mr. Tufts
was fond of the society of his kindred and friends, and was a frequent and generous host.
He was keenly alive to the amusements and pleasantries of life, and yet he seemed to preserve the
simple and sober ways of a Puritan ancestry. He impressed all
who met him in his many walks of life as a sincere, just, and thoroughly trustworthy man. He was the soul of honor. The business ethics inherited from his fathers were not decadent in him.
He dealt with all in a straightforward and honorable way, and
heartily despised the trickeries and petty meannesses of the
world and yet we fail to recall that he ever spoke ill of any one.
As a friend he was helpful, steadfast, and true. He was a constant, unobtrusive, though discriminating, giver to worthy causes.
Blessed in his domestic relations, he was singularly happy in his
He was a tender husband and parent, a kind
family and home.
and thoughtful brother, and a loyal kinsman.
His sterling business qualities and the unusual correctness
of his life naturally brought him to positions of trust and reHe was a member of the Boston Chamber of
sponsibilitv.
Commerce, and served on its important committees and as one of
He was a director in the Bunker Hill
its board of trustees.

An

;

National

Bank

;

a

member

of the

New England

Historic-Genea-

and the Somerville Historical Societies, and of the Merchants' Club of Boston; a director in the Central Club Associaand a member of the Standing Committee
tion of Somerville
and an earnest supporter of the First Congregational (Unitarian)
Church of Somerville, with which he had always been affiliated.
At these various directing boards he was a regular attendant, a
conscientious worker, a wise counsellor, and a safe guardian.
logical

;
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COMMENCING
hand

Harriet

WINTER

7.

HILL.

WINTER

7.

[April,

HILL.

A, Adams.

with Joseph Adams, farmer, on the rightdown at the top of Winter Hill, was the

side, facing

Adams house, sometimes called the Magoun house.
many years afterwards, the nearest house was
Abby and Edmund Tufts, on the lower corner of Broad-

old

In 1840, and for
that of

way and
the

first

Central street.

Mr. Tufts was a

printer,

and got out

directory of Somerville.

The next house, that of Chester Adams, was afterward
moved to the foot of Winter Hill. Mr. Adams drove down to
the bank in Charlestown every morning.

There was no regular

public conveyance to the city, but a stage ran from Charlestown

sometimes on Medford Turnpike, and sometimes on
(Broadway), which would occasionally pick up a
passenger on the highway. The next house was on the lower
corner of Main and School streets, owned and occupied by Asa
Tufts, a farmer, whose family consisted of a wife and four
to Medford,

Main

street

children.

Later Mr. Ring built a house below this of Mr. Tufts, and
was also a double house, occupied by the families of Luther

there

and Nathaniel Mitchell, brickmakers. At this time there were
Main street, and the dangerous clay-pits remained
long after the business was abandoned. The next house was
the Adams house, built for the son of Joseph Adams, of Winter
This house is more than a hundred years old, and to it
Hill.
the Lady Superior and thirty scholars fied for protection on the
night of the burning of the Ursuline Convent, August, 1834.
On the same side of the street and next below lived the
family of Mr. Griffin. He was a brickmaker, and in the next
house was a family by the name of Torrey. From Main street
the boats running on the old Middlesex canal could be plainly
seen passing to and fro in summer, while in winter the canal was
the resort of skaters from quite a distance.
What stagnation in business must have ensued when navigation was suspended on that great highway of commerce!
There were no houses in 1840 between Walnut and Cross streets.
brickyards on

Adams.

^

Tufts.

#

Adams.

^

Tufts.

^

Adams.
Torrey.

#
^
^

Tufts.

^

^

Cutter.

Cutter.
Tufts.

^

^

Thorning.

^

Schoolhouse.

^

#

Stearns.

J.

Central Street.

C.

School Street.

J.

Griffin.

Walnut

#

Street.

Cross Street.

Franklin Street.
Cutter.
Tufts.

^

^

Jaqaes.
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These crossways were not then called streets, but were styled
Thus Cross street was known as Three Pole Lane.
lanes.
There was a very old house with a sloping roof on the corner of
Main street and Three Pole Lane, occupied by a family of Tufts,
and afterwards by a Fillebrown family. On the opposite corner
lived Mrs. Cutter, the mother of Edward and Fitch Cutter, also
There was no other house on
a widow by the name of Tufts.
that side of Main street until you came to the little district
schoolhouse on the corner of what is now Franklin street.
There was a ''pound" close by, where the school children had
famous times with their games. Fitch Cutter, teamster, lived in
the next house, and between his house and the schoolhouse there
was but a cart track, where now is Franklin street. There were
no sidewalks on Main street, and the mud at some seasons was
deep indeed. Vehicles would drive close to the grass, and the
walking was fearful. A great amount of teaming was done on
this road, and the ruts were so deep that, once in them, it was
dangerous to try to get out, and many a wrecked wagon strewed
the highway.
The next house below Fitch Cutter's was that of Daniel Tufts,
occupied afterwards by a family named Cutter.
On the lefthand side coming from the top of Winter Hill was the Everett
house, where Governor Everett resided for a while this house
is on the corner of Main street and the road to Medford.
At the
hill
rangeway
led
out
from
Main
of
the
a
street
to
the
left,
foot
across the Medford Turnpike, to the house of Colonel Jaques,
who carried on a stock farm.
Later than the time of which we are writing a house was
built halfway down the hill, and occupied by a family named
Houghton.
The next house was opposite Three Pole Lane, owned
and occupied by Edward Cutter, teamster. In a small house
next to him lived Mr. Thorning, with two sons and a daughter,
Mrs. Torrey lived there afterwards. There were no more houses
before you came to the entrance of the convent grounds beyond
Next to
that there was a house occupied by different families.
This very
this was the residence of William Stearns and family.
old house is still standing.
.

;

;

—
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JOHN WINTHROP
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The parish of Groton
midway between the town
the town of
miles west,

Charles D. Elliot

in the

county of Suffolk, Eng.,

lies

Sudbury on the river Stower and
Hadleigh on the river Bret, Sudbury being about five
and Hadleigh five miles east of Groton, adjoining
of

which to the west is Edwardston, the birthplace of the subject of
this paper, Governor John Winthrop.
He was born January 12,
1587 (O. S.), and was the son of Adam and Anne Winthrop, of
Groton manor, which was the ancestral home of the Winthrops,
this estate having descended to this Adam from his grandfather,
Adam Winthrop, to whom it had been granted by patent in 1544
by Henry VHI.; the estate previously belonged to the monastery of

Bury

The
made by

St.

Edmonds.

following record of Governor Winthrop's birth was
his father in these

Adam Winthrop

and Anne

words

:

" John, the

only sonne of

was borne in Edwardston on
Thursday, about 5 of the clock in the morning the 12 dale of
January anno 1587 in the 30 yere of the reigne of Qu. Eliza."
Other entries in his diary concerning his son John relate conimportant events in the

cisely certain
viz.,

his wife,

life

of the future governor,

his entrance to college, his courtship,

These

honeymoon.

The 2d

''1602.

of

December

Vnith John my soonne was
The

''1604.

first

entries are as follows, viz.

XXHId

I

admitted

of

Aprill

marriage and

:

rode to Cambridge.
into- Trinitie

my

The

College."

sonne returned from

Cambridge."
"1604. The Vth of Novembre my soonne did ryde into
Essex wth Willm Forth to Great Stambridge."
"1605.
March ... the XXVHIth day my soonne was
soUemly contracted to Mary Foorth by Mr. Culverwell, Minister
.

.

.

of Great Stambridge."

:
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was married

at

Great Stam-

bridge/'

'The Vlllth of May (1605) my soonne & his wife came to
Groton from London, and the IXth I made a marriage feast," etc.
The above records show^ that Governor Winthrop was but
seventeen years old when married. He immediately came under
Mr. Culverwell's ministry, to which, in a confession of his youthful

sinfulness

made

in after

life,

he ascribes his conversion to

"The ministry of the word came
home to my heart with power. ... I could no longer dally with
religion. ... I had an unsatiable thirst after the word of God;
and could not miss a good sermon, especially of such as did
Christianity

;

of

which he

says,

search deep into the conscience."

In June, 1615, his wife

Mary

died,

and on December

who

he married his second wife, Thomasine Clopton,
a year after her marriage.
wise, modest, loving

&

Winthrop speaks

of her as a

patient of injuries"

.

.

.

"&

6,

1615,

lived but

"woman
truly re-

ligious."

In 1618 he married his third wife, Margaret Tindall.

Two

from him to this lady before their marriage, are models of
commingled piety and affection for his future wife, and are very
quaint and curious. His third wufe died in June, 1647, and in
December he married his fourth wife, widow Martha Coitmore,
who survived him, and married a third husband, John Coggan.
The letters, still extant, betw^een Governor Winthrop and his
wives are conclusive evidence that in the lottery of matrimony he
letters

drew charming prizes, as did they.
Winthrop was a justice at eighteen years of age, and lawyer
in London as early as 1622, and probably followed some branch
of the legal profession up to the time of his appointment as governor holding court as lord of the manor, and being for some
time one of the "Atturnies in the Courte of Wards and Lyvereyes"
He seems to have had clients among
at the inner temple, etc.
professional service in conperformed
have
the nobility, and to
One of the bills drawn
proceedings.
nection with parliamentary
of drunkenness
preventing
up by him is entitled "An Act for the
preamble
following
and of the great waste of corn," and has the

—
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"Forasmuch
and

ale in

as

it

Inns

&

of the grain of this

disorder,"

etc.,

of malt in a

is

27

evident that the excessive strength of beer

Alehouses

is

a principal occasion of the waste

kingdom and

the only fuel of drunkenness

&

and enacts that a strength of not over two bushels

hogshead

under a

of beer shall be hereafter used

penalty of ten pounds for each offense,

etc.

The commencement of the Massachusetts Bay Company,
whose charter of 1628 Winthrop brought with him, is thus told
by Deputy-Governor Thomas Dudley, in a letter to the Countess
of Lincoln.
He says ''Touching the Plantation which we here
have begun, it fell out thus About the year 1627, some friends
:

:

fell into discourse about New
Gospel there, and after some deliberation, we imparted our reasons, by letters and messages, to
some in London and the west country, where it was likewise deliberately thought upon, and at length negotiation so ripened

being together in Lincolnshire,

England and the planting

of the

that in the year 1628 we procured a patent from his Majesty for
our planting between the Mattachusetts Bay and Charles river
on the south,^ and the river Merrimack on the north."
"Mr. Winthrop, of Suffolk (who was well known in his own
country and well approved here for his piety, liberality, wisdom
and gravity) coming in to us, we came to such resolution, that in
The company to
April, 1630, we set sail from Old England."
whom this patent from King James of which Dudley speaks was
.

.

.

granted was entitled "The Governor and Company of the MassaIts records have been preserved
chusetts Bay in New England."

and published, and are very full in detail, and intensely interesting with reference to the founding of Eastern Massachusetts, and
the part taken therein by John Winthrop. The company held its
"General Courts" from time to time in London; the one in
which we are most interested is concerning the transfer of its
government to Massachusetts and appointment of Winthrop as
governor. It was on July 28, 1629, and reads "And lastly, Mr.
Governor (Cradock) read certain propositions conceived by him:

self, viz.

:

That

for the

advancement

of the Plantation, the induc-

ing and encouraging persons of worth and quality to transplant
themselves and families thither, and for other weighty reasons, to

—
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government
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of the Plantation to those that shall in-

habit there, and not to continue the

company here"

consider

privately

ing

and

pro

while

London).

(in

this

con

same in subordination to the
Those present were desired to

matter,
the

next

to preserve secrecy,

**that

at

and

bring

General
the

reasons
Court,

in writ-

and mean-

same be not divulged,"

King James' government might defeat their purpose.
On August 26, 1629, or within a month
after this meeting, an agreement was drawn up between John
Winthrop, Thomas Dudley, Richard Salstonstall, William Vassall,
probably

fearing

that

Increase Nowell, and others, all now good old New England
"to pass the
names, "to embark by the 1st of March next"
seas (under God's protecton), to inhabit and continue in New
.

England

;

.

.

provided, always, that before the last of September

next, the whole government, together with the Patent for the said

Plantation, be

first,

by an order

of Court, legally transferred

and

established to remain with us and others which shall inhabit said

On August 29, 1629, another general court of
company was held, and the matter of transferring the government and charter to New England again discussed, and on the
next day the question came up for final decision. The records
say that, "after a long debate, Mr. Deputy (Gov'r) put it to the
question as followeth As many of you as desire to have the
Plantation," etc.

the

:

patent and the government of the Plantation to be transferred to

New

England,"

etc.,

"hold up your hands,"

etc.,

"when, by erec-

it appeared by the general consent of the company
government and patent should be settled in New England." At several other meetings the details of this transfer of
government were discussed, and on October 20, 1629, the court
met to elect the new governor, "and having received extraordinary great commendations of Mr. John Wynthrop, both for his
integrity, and sufficiency, did put in nomination for that place
the said John Winthrop,'^ and he was by a general vote, "by erection of hands, chosen to be Governor for the ensuing year."
Winthrop's voyage to America is described with minuteness
day by day in his diary. It begins
"Anno Domini, 1630, March 29, Monday (Easter Monday).

tion of hands,

that the

:

—
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Riding

at the

Cowes, near the

29

Wight,

Isle of

in the Arbella," a

was Master, beAt
etc.
seems a pretty large armament for such a

ship of 350 tons, "whereof Capt. Peter Milborne

manned with

ing

52 seamen and 28 pieces of ordnance,"

the present day this

canoe of a ship

however, disregarding the proverb of a
"Greater ships may venture more, but
little boats should keep near shore," they sailed from Old England, and after a long voyage full of incident and peril, from foe
and from sea, arrived safely at Salem on June 12, 1630. Speaklittle

century or more

;

later, that

ing of his arrival, Winthrop says

We

were near our port.

:

shot of¥

"About 4 in the morning we
two pieces of ordnance, and

Mr. Peirce his ship, which lay in the harbor."
"Mr. Peirce came aboard us, and returned to fetch Mr. Endecott"
"and with him Mr. Skelton and Capt. Levett."
"We
"returned w4th them to Nahumkeck (Salem), where
we supped with good venison pasty and good beer, and at night
On Thursday, June 17, he writes
we returned to our ship."
"We went to Mattachusetts, to find out a place for our sitting
down. We went up Mistick River about six miles." On July
2 he records "My son Henry Winthrop was drowned at Salem."
This was his first great sorrow since arriving.
Under Thursday, July 8, his diary says "We kept a day of
thanksgiving in all the plantations," and under August, but no
date, he says, "Monday we kept at Court."
This was the first
general court held in Massachusetts it was presided over by
Governor Winthrop it was on August 23, 1630, at Charlestown.
Among his first day's state legislation was the order "that Carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, sawyers, and thatchers take no more
than 2s. a day, under pain of 10s." fine. Under date of October
sent our skif¥ to
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

:

:

:

;

;

23,

1630,

records

speaking of himself

in the

third

person,

Winthrop

:

"The Governor, upon consideration of the inconveniences
which had grown in England by drinking one to another, restrained it at his own table, and wished others to do the like, so
as it grew, by little and little, to disuse."
Winthrop seems by this to have been the first practical temperance reformer

in these parts.
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Cotton Mather relates that, "In the year 1632, the governor,
with his pastor, Mr. Wilson, and some other gentlemen, to settle
a good understanding between the two Colonies, traveled as far
as Plymouth, more than forty miles through a howling wil'der"the difficulty of the walk was abundantly compenness"
;

.

.

.

"which they found from
and by the good correspondence thus
established between the colonies, who were like the floating bot"
tles wearing this motto
'If we come into collision, we break.'
The harmony established at this time between the two colonies, whose interests in many ways were perhaps not identical,
grew some years later into that confederation known as the
United Colonies of New England, which was a potent factor in
the defense and settlement of the country.
sated by the honorable reception"

the rulers of

Plymouth

.

.

.

;

:

The governor resided first in Charlestown, in the so-called
"Great House," where now is City square, in which building,
was held the general court

also,

of

the colony.

Later, with

moved to Boston. He settled on the easterly side of
now Washington street, between Spring lane and Milk

others he

what

is

street,

which place he

called "the

Green," where he built his

frame of this house being
was
destroyed by the British
brought over from Charlestown it
His front yard is now occupied by the Old South
in 1775.
church. This transfer to Boston was probably hastened by lack
house, at the corner of

Spring

lane, the
;

good water in Charlestown. Blackstone, the lone settler of
Boston, as the record says, "came and acquainted the Governor

of

of

an excellent Spring there

him

;

withal inviting

him and

soliciting

thither."

This spring was probably on the south side of Spring lane,
street, and from which the lane was

not far from Devonshire

named.

On

September

6,

1631,

Winthrop was granted 600 acres of
river, which he named "Ten

land on the south side of Mystic
Hills."

In 1632 he was granted "Conant's Island," in Boston harbor,
and changed its name to Governor's Garden, he planting
orchards, fruit, and vines there. It is now Governor's Island, the
site of

Fort Winthrop.
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In November, 1632, he received a further grant of

acres

fifty

Wannottymies river, which is now Alewife brook,
1634 he was with Craddock granted the fish weir on the

of land near

and

in

Mystic, at Medford, and again another grant of 1,000 acres or

more on Concord river.
Winthrop seems to have temporarily resided in Cambridge
in 1632.
He probably resided at Ten Hills summers, and at
Boston winters, maintaining an establishment at Ten Hills the
year round.

The original Ten Hills farm, as granted by the general
court to Winthrop in 1631, comprised all the land south of Mystic
river, from Broadway park to Medford centre, the southerly
boundary of the farm being Broadway as far as the Powder
House, and then by a line now obliterated to Medford centre.
Ten Hills might with some reason be called a Gubernatorial
Demense, being with occasional interruptions owned in families
of

governors or their associates, from

its first

grant, to the present

owner was Governor Winthrop, of Massachusetts
then his son, John Winthrop, Jr., governor of Connecticut then
Charles Lidgett, an associate of Governor Andros
then the
wife of Lieutenant-Governor Usher; then Robert Temple,
time.

Its first

;

;

;

the governor of Nova Scotia; then Robert Temple,
grandson of the governor of Nova Scotia, and whose
wife was daughter of Governor Shirley; then by Isaac Royal, a
then by Thomas Russell, another govgovernor's councilor
and recently by Governor Oliver Ames and
ernor's councilor
Some extracts from Govnow by Governor Ames' heirs.
ernor Winthrop's diary give us a picture of his life here at Ten
Hills and elsewhere at this time.
He says, under date of October
"The governor, being at his farmhouse at Mistick,
11, 1631
walked out after supper, and took a piece in his hand, supposing
he might see a wolf (for they came daily about the house, and
killed swine and calves)
and being about half a mile off, it grew
suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he mistook his path, and
went till he came to a little house of Sagamore John, which stood
empty. There he stayed, and having a piece of match in his
pocket (for he always carried about him match and a compass.

son of

Jr.,

;

;

;

:

;
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and in summer time snake weed), he made a good fire near the
house, and lay down upon some old mats, which he found there,
and so spent the night, sometimes walking by the fire, sometimes
singing psalms, and sometimes getting wood, but could not sleep.
was (through God's mercy) a warm night but a little before

It

;

day it began to rain, and having no cloak, he made shift by a
long pole to climb up into the house."
*'In the morning he
returned safe home, his servants having been much perplexed for
him, and having walked about, and shot off pieces, and hallooed
in the night, but he heard them not."
''October 30. The Governor, having erected a building of
stone at Mistick, there came so violent a storm of rain, for
twenty-four hours, from the N. E. and S. E. as (it being
not finished, and laid with clay for want of lime) two sides of it
were washed down to the ground; and much harm was done to
other houses by that storm."
''November 2. The ship Lyon, William Peirce, master, arrived at Natascot.
There came in her, the Governour's wife, his
eldest son and his wife, and others of his children, and Mr. Eliot,
a minister, and other families, being in all about sixty persons,
who all arrived in good health, having been ten weeks at sea, and
lost none of their company but two children, whereof one was the
Governour's daughter Ann, about one year and half old, who
died about a week after they came to sea."
"November 4. The Governour, his wife and children went
on shore, with Mr. Peirce, in his ship's boat.
The ship gave
.

them

six or seven pieces.

their

companies

in

At

.

.

their landing, the captains, with

arms, entertained them with a guard, and

divers volleys of shot, and three drakes

;

and divers

ants and most of the people of the near plantations

come them, and brought and

of the assist-

came

to wel-

sent for divers days, great store of

provisions, as fat hogs, kids, venison, poultry, geese, partridges,
etc.,

so as the like joy and manifestation of love had never been

seen in New England. It was a great marvel, that so much
people and such store of provisions could be gathered together
at so

few hours' warning."
We kept a day of thanksgiving

"11.

at

Boston."

;
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ship built in Massachusetts

was launched from this
by Governor Winthrop,
when a new nation was
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The

Ten

first

Hills farm

July 4

—an

in 1631,

day 145 years later,
Winthrop called this boat

historic

also launched.

*'the

Blessing of the

A

few years since, old timbers were found beneath the
which are supposed to have been the ways over which this

Bay."
flats,

upon the Mystic

was launched.
This ship was the

vessel

first

war

vessel of the colony, doing valiant

service against pirates in after years.

Winthrop was succeeded by Thomas Dudley as governor in
was made deputy-governor in 1636, under Sir Henry
Vane, and governor again in 1637, holding until 1640 again reelected in 1643, and yet again in 1646, retaining the office until
1634, but

;

his death in 1649.

He

ruled with great discretion and firmness, with a clear

judgment, and commendable fairness in the settlement of the
various troublesome matters which came before him, among

which were religious controversies, as well as civil dissensions.
of these was the misunderstanding between him and DeputyGovernor Dudley in many of the affairs of the colony. But these
public troubles were not the only ones that Winthrop suffered;
added to the death of his son Henry and another child, came that
of his wife Margaret, and., to make his burdens more grievous,

One

his confidential agent so

seemed

managed

his estates that financial ruin

inevitable.

This man, whose

name was Luxford,

in

his

letters

to

Winthrop, constantly reassured the governor of his faithfulness,
and disclaimed the peculations with which rumor charged him,
but was finally brought to trial, convicted of fraud, and also
bigamy, and was imprisoned and his ears cut off.
The unfaithfulness of Luxford caused Winthrop to revoke
certain testaments in his will, in which document he says that,
through his servants, his debts are £2,600, whereof he did not
know of more than £300.
In 1645 one of his worst misfortunes in public life befell him
this was his accusation and trial for "an invasion of the rights of
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Hingham, from

which charge, however, he was finally acquitted.
His address to the general court after acquittal
worthy of repetition here.

He

said

:

"I shall not

is

certainly

now speak anything about

the past

proceedings of court, or the persons therein concerned." ... "I

am

well satisfied that I

publickly acquitted."

say something that
.

.

.

"The questions

.

was publickly accused, and that I am now
"But give me leave, before you go, to
.

may

.

rectifie the

opinions of

many

people."

that have troubled the country have been

about the authority of the magistracy, and the liberty of the
people.
It is you who have called us unto this office
but being
thus called, we have our authority from God,"
"and the
contempt of it has been vindicated by God with terrible examples
;

.

of

his

vengeance.

I

entreat

you

to

.

consider, that

.

when you

chuse magistrates, you take them from among yourselves, 'men
If you see our insubject unto like passions with yourselves.'

on your own, and you will not be so severe cenWe count him a good servant who breaks not
his covenant; the covenant between us and you is the oath you
have taken of us, which is to this purpose, 'that we shall govern
you, and judge your causes, according to God's laws, and our
own, according to our best skill." As for our skill, you must run
the hazard of it; and if there be an error, not in the will, but
only in the skill, it becomes you to bear it. Nor would I have
you mistake in the point of your own liberty.
"There is a liberty of corrupt nature, which is affected by
men.
We are all the worse for it. 'Tis the grand enemy of
truth and peace, and all the ordinances of God are bent against
it.
But there is a civil, a moral, a federal liberty, which is the
proper end and object of authority; it is a liberty for that only
which is just and good for this liberty you are to stand with the
and whatsoever crosses it is not
hazard of your very lives
firmities, reflect

surrers of ours.

.

.

.

;

;

authority, but a distemper thereof."

There were many disturbing and unrighteous elements here
in those days, and the old proverb was often exemplified, that
"where the Lord hath a church the devil hath a chapel."

—
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Cotton Mather,

in

speaking of Winthrop, said

man

the afflictions of this righteous
in a ship,

and

He

!

coming

it

''Many were

:

much

lost

coming

in a house, quickly after his

land, besides the prodigious expense of
first
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of his estate

to

New Eng-

in the difficulties of his

Afterwards his assiduous application unto

hither.

the publick affairs (wherein he no longer belonged to himself,

Republic had once

after the

made him

so

much

made him her Chief Magistrate)
own private interests that an

to neglect his

unjust steward ran him £2,500 in debt before he was aware; for

many

the payment whereof he was forced,
cease, to sell the

most

of

what he had

years before his de-

unto him

left

in the country.

by the observable blessings of God upon the posterity of this liberal man, his children, all of them, came to fair
estates, and lived in good fashion and credit."
Of the ancestors of John Winthrop I have already made
passing mention; they were men prominent in England and in
high esteem, holding eminent positions, and being lords of the
manor of Groton, as was also John.
"Albeit,

Of

his descendants

we can speak with

equal terms of praise.

and grandson Fitz John were both governors
His son Stephen was a major-general and memof Connecticut.
his grandson Waitstill was chief
ber of parliament for Scotland
His son John,

Jr.,

;

justice of Massachusetts.

In more recent years the descendants

whom are the Hon. Robert C.
Winthrop and the lamented Major Theodore Winthrop, who was
killed in the battle of Big Bethel, have nobly maintained the char-

of the governor, the chief of

acter of this remarkable family.

Many mementoes
cently, extant, but that

home

of the

Winthrops

which

recalls to us the early history

of the family, the ancient

I think,

the most interesting.

the early Winthrops, with

"Heaven

its

church
In

its

at

are,

or were until re-

Groton

graveyard

inscription

in
is

and
England is,
the tomb of

:

the Country, Christ the way.

Here

lies

the

body

Winthrop, Esq., son of Adam Winthrop, Esq., who
were patrons of this church and Lords of the Manor of Groton."
John Winthrop bore an unblemished character. His virtues
were written in every line of his life; he was cultured, yet unof

Adam
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assuming

;

liberal, yet

conscientious;

EDGERLY
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conservative
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gentle, yet firm

;

modest, yet courageous;

;

politic, yet

a chivalric gentleman

and noble Christian, and his memory deserves to be perpetuated
on shaft of adamant, in letters of purest gold.
In closing, I wish to say, that if the day ever comes when
the present desolate waste which was once Governor Winthrop's
manor on the Mystic is again improved and restored, I trust that
some lasting monument, worthy of the man, will be placed there,
whose chiseled inscription shall relate to the young and old of
the coming centuries, the story of his noble and unselfish character, his Christian virtues, and his distinguished services as the
founder of our state.

JOHN

AND

HIS

EDGERLY,

HOME ON WINTER HILL
By Helen M. Despeaux

I

so far

have seen published many memories of Somerville events
from correct, I am the more willing to tell what I know to

be true of
the

my

first settlers of

When

the semi-centennial of Somerseemed to me that the mention of
the place was far less than that of those who

father's

was celebrated

ville

life.

in 1892,

it

Having occasion

followed in the city's ranks.

Hayes about

late

John

and

in his reply

S.

he said
of Somerville,' and it is
the front the

:

that time,

has fallen to

*'It

my

full

men who made

terest in the town.'"

it,

ville

as

he gave

me

fact to

him,

to write a 'History

intention to put conspicuously to

the city possible by their great in-

Mr. Hayes was taken

carry out the task assigned him.
in

to write to the

mentioned the

I,

in the twenty-fifth

We

ill, and unable to
can forgive him our part

Annual Report

Public Library such a laudatory notice of

ward Everett Edgerly, whose

portrait

hangs

of the

my

Somer-

brother Ed-

in the library build-

ing to-day. He said in closing: ''May his memory in connection
with this library prove an incentive to the youth of to-day, not
only to live to accomplish our ideal of personal work, but also
to help others to think high thoughts, to do brave deeds, and live

a noble and blameless

life."

Unfortunately, the youth seldom see

JOHN
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Except for mention here and there of people and
landmarks, I think no history of Somerville has ever been written, and I should not presume to write one; but I am asked to
give you this evening a sketch of John S. Edgerly and his home
on Winter Hill.
Mr. Edgerly was born in Meredith, N. H., not far from
Winnepesaukee, November 30, 1804. He was the son of Samuel
Edgerly, who married Betsey Smith, January, 1794. There were
these Reports.

In the earlier generation, his

twelve children in the family.
ancestor
1665.

who came

He

first

was Thomas Edgerly, before
Portsmouth, and was received as an

to this country

landed probably at

inhabitant of Oyster Bay, township of Dover.

In the generation

was much trouble with the Indians, and in
some cases they were massacred by them. Like many another
young man before and since, when he had reached the ''years of
discretion'" he was ambitious to see what the larger life of the
and I judge he left home for that
city of Boston had for him
purpose when about twenty years of age. I presume he had
the struggle most people do to find the right thing to do.
But
he became a stonecutter (physical labor was not considered as
I have no doubt his love for stone was
m.enial then as now).
acquired by this labor, for we always had stone steps and stone
that followed there

;

flagging to our front door before others did, and I believe he advocated strongly stone steps around the Unitarian church building that has since been demolished.
After leaving this business, he went to work in the grain

We

have seen in some reports that it
business for a Mr. Vinal.
that he was a member of the
Vinal,
and
Robert
was Deacon
household but on applying to Mr. Quincy Vinal, son of Deacon
Robert, he said he thought it was without foundation. But he
does remember hearing his father say that when Mr. Edgerly first
came to Boston, he was the smartest young man he ever knew
;

of,

moment.
acquainted with Deacon

desirous to learn, very energetic, and busy every

that as it may, I know he was well
and Mrs. Vinal, and they were the only ones from Charlestown
present at the marriage of Mr. Edgerly at a little home in Boston
over seventy years ago, from which house he moved, with his

Be
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wife and two children, in 1836, to the house that he had bought

on Winter Hill.*
The house is between the road to what is now Arlington and
that to Medford.
It was built in 1805 by Colonel John Sweetser,
and was called 'The Odin House," and as I have heard that it
was formerly a "tavern," I presume it was at that time. At some
time later it was occupied by
Dr.
Samuel Parkman.
From 1826 to 1830 it was occupied by the Hon. Edward Everett,
and in 1836 Mr. Edgerly took possession.
He always liked
things on a large scale, which doubtless
accounts for
his buying so large a place;
and after a few years the house
had to be enlarged. Mr. Edgerly, though what might be termed
a self-made man, was, nevertheless, of importance to the town,
and in 1842 he succeeded, with several others who were indignant
at the treatment from Charlestown (of which it seemed to be the
fag end), in obtaining permission from the Legislature to become
a separate town, the limits of which were as they are to-day.
There was great rejoicing when the decision was announced, and
100 guns were fired from Prospect Hill. The first five selectmen of the new town were Nathan Tufts, Sr. (chairman), John S.
Edgerly, Caleb W. Leland, Luther Mitchell, and Francis Bowman. Charles E. Oilman was clerk Oliver Tufts and John C.
Magoun, assessors Edmund Tufts, treasurer and collector.
The population was 1,013.
Shortly after Mr. Edgerly was made chairman (and we are
;

;

told he held that position for fourteen consecutive years), his interest in the welfare of the

town was almost paramount

to every-

notwithstanding he did a good business in the grain

thing

else,

trade

in Boston.

He was

also

on the school committee and

overseers of the poor, and always had time to give a helping hand

•Mrs. Edgerly was the daughter of Moses and Lydia Watts VV^oods, and was born in Hiilsbcro,
Mr. Woods li^^ured quite prominently in miiitar)'
There were nine children.
1, 1807.
His father, Moses Woods, ist,
and was colonel of the Xinth New Hampshire regiment.
•was one of the fort>' at Concord Bridge v.ho took up arms against the soldiers of King George III,
He later came with ihe regimen; that
fired the shot heard round the world."
April 19, 1775, and
marched to Roxbur}- March 4, 1776, and still later was first lieutenant in Colonel Samuel BuUard's
regiment, that became part of the Northern army.
John Woods Edgerly, Annie E.
Mr. and Mrs. Edgerly had three sons and five daughters
Edgerly (now Mixer), Charles BroNv-n Edgerly, Adine Franz Edgerly (afterwards Pratt), Helen
Mar. Edgerly (now Despeaux), Edward Everett Edgerly, Madeline Lemalfa Edgerly, and Caroline

N. H., May

affairs,

:

Edgerly.
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and a bright and merry word to anyone about him. He never
"passed by on the other side," and never was there an empty seat
in his carriage or wagon if there was anyone who wanted to be
helped along. He represented the town in general court, and on
one occasion, when a member of the House,

in

making

a speech,

Mr. Edgerly
arose and said "Mr. Speaker, I move that the gentleman be required to translate his Latin for the benefit of the EngHshspeaking people.'' Another arose and asked to make an amendment to that motion, to the effect that money be appropriated to
educate those people. The joke was appreciated, but had Dr.
Edward Everett Hale been present, he would- most likely have
said
"Not so fast, my friend.
Education does not consist in
aired

Latin

his

phrases

rather

too

frequently,

:

:

learning Latin, or French, or Sanscrit, or even mathematics, but
it is

rather the training that develops a

a broad view of

life."

sordid in Mr. Edgerly

a

am

interest.

As

sides to take

and

sent to the Legislature,

of the school committee, for though, in a

men

way, we need professional

who

all

—his observation and experience made him

member

business men,

man on

sure there was nothing narrow or

Hence he was

an all-around man.

was made

I

in

such places,

we

also need

good

can not only count the cost, but compute the

overseer of the poor, he was ever ready, after a day

of business in Boston, to take his horse and sleigh, and with lan-

make

some house where poverty and
and the chances are that there was plenty of
nutritious food to keep the bodies sustained, while the hearts
ached with trouble and misfortune.
It is hard to look back and imagine the streets about Winter
Hill and other places so banked up with snow as to need a shovel
to start out on one's way for with the electric cars and electric
lights, life seems comparatively easy, and if not a very pleasant
tern and shovel

suffering existed

a path to

;

;

evening, there are

many who

won't go out to-night,

it is

say in these times, "I think

rathej stormy."

we

But with most men

was a principle, and they did not swerve.
"But there wasn't so much brain work then we
get more mentally tired."
I have heard it said by advocates of

of those times duty

Many may

say,

physical culture that physical

;

work

is

the very best antidote for

JOHN
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overtaxed with study don't
send her to a dance for recreation, but rather let her wash dishes,
or do some other manual labor that is not exciting. Can you
tell me of many men who, like Mr. Edgerly, conducted a regular
too

labor,

if

a

girl is

business in Boston, carried on a small farm at his home, supplied

and eggs, and had cut $1,000 worth of
own cattle and horses? Mr.
Edgerly, as I said before, liked everything on a large scale, the
highest horse, the biggest sheep, the largest fowl, and all such
things he w^ould buy, and then call the neighbors in to see and
enjoy their surprise. He also kept a good driving horse, and
often a pretty fast one, and I can recall twice in my memory of
his being thrown from his sleigh and dragged some distance
but
someone who knew him w^ould bring him home, and in a few
days he would be about his duties again.
Mr. Edgerly was for many years on the standing committee
of the Unitarian church, and ever stood outside awaiting the last
person to enter, that no stranger should lack for a seat. I have
heard my father say he would like to be a minister, that he might
work all the week and preach on Sunday.
After about thirty years living on Winter Hill, two sons and
two daughters having gone out into new homes, Mr. Edgerly
sold the Winter-Hill house to Mr. Hittenger, who spent much
money on it, but except in removing the front piazza and putting
his neighbors with milk

hay, besides what he needed for his

—

;

on a porch with a tower, there was not much change.
There were lots of fine, pleasant neighbors, and the first
mention is John C. Magoun, who, being a farmer, had time

I will

to be

He occupied both
assessor and one of the overseers of the poor.
He lived in the old Adams place, where
positions several years.
was born, married, and died, and one daughter and
granddaughter still remain there. His wife had two brothers,
Samuel Adams, who was always called ''Uncle Sammy," and
another, Joseph Adams, who lived down the hill further, and was
the father-in-law of Mr. Aaron Sargent, who is well known
his wife

as the former treasurer of Somerville, previous to the time of our

beloved and departed friend, Mr. John F. Cole. Mrs. Magoun
had still another brother, Charles Adams, father of the distin-
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Mr. Magoun was a fine, pleasant looking man,
saw his photo yesterday, I could still see the face so benign, as I saw it so many years ago.
Mr. John Boles lived across the way from Mr. Magoun, and
though not so well known to the people at large, he and his
family were much loved by all the neighbors, and when the Edgerly carryall could not take the children to the high school on a
stormy day, the Boles carriage did.
Next came the Woodburys, a large family, and when we
needed our houses freshened up, either inside or out, Mr. Woodbury was the man to do it. He was a fine painter, and his graining was so perfect it was almost like the natural wood. Next
door to Mr. Edgerly was Mr. William Jaques, with wife and son.
Mr. Jaques was one of the three sons of old Colonel Jaques
who owned Ten Hills Farm. All the brothers have passed away,
but one son and family still remain at the foot of Winter Hill.
Uncle Edmund Tufts, so-called, lived nearly opposite, with his
charming sister, Aunt Abbie. But they have both passed away,
and the site of their little home is occupied by a block of
guished singer.

and

as I

buildings.
I had nearly forgotten to speak of the little schoolhouse,
where now^ stands the Orthodox Congregational church. Here
we learned our A B C's. More than one of the teachers boarded
at Mr. Edgerly's, for where there is a large family, there is always room for one more.
Next to Edmund Tufts lived Mr. Jonathan Brown, who still

answers to the roll-call at ninety-two years, the last of the oldest
Being associated
iriends, but his life has been a regular one.
with a bank, his hours were shorter than other business men's,
and he had time to enjoy his garden and plenty of choice books.
We were always glad on Christmas morning to have the Brown

boys bring over their new books, for while we had our share of
the good things the Father and Mother Santa Claus brought on
*'the night before Christmas, when all through the house, not a

we didn't always have
was an added pleasure for
Next came Charles Forster's

creature was stirring, not even a mouse,"
the books our neighbors had, and

each to enjoy the other's

gifts.

it
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and respect everyone

felt

his best characteristics, but^

"none knew him but to love him, or named him but to
The Forster school on Sycamore street is named for
him. The Stickney & Poors were among our "smart" and
"spicey" Iriends, and many the good times we had at their expense. There was a saying that they kept a carpenter employed
between them all the time, and their homes showed it. It seemed
such a pity to me that the Stickney house should be torn down,
when, by its being enlarged as it was, it was the most spacious
and social of all the homes on Winter Hill.
It had been used
previously by Mr. Charles Strickland, who was greatly interested
in the school work, and also at one time by the Riddles,
parents
of the distinguished reader, George Riddle.
The Brooks, I must
not pass by. Mrs. Brooks was of delicate health, and did not
mingle as much with others. Ex-Mayor Perry married the
daughter. On the opposite side were Messrs. Oakman &
Eldridge, whose houses, when building, it was thought would
obstruct the view from the Edgerly mansion, and although they
did to some extent, we could still see from the second story, right
literally,

praise."

—

over their roofs

down

to the

lower light in the harbor.

Mr. Zadoc Bowman lived next door, and though I do not
associate him so much in town affairs, he gave us his son, Hon.
Selwyn Z. Bowman, so well known in the affairs of the city.
Mr. S. A. Carleton came next, and was, I think, connected
with the school board. Mr. Fitz lived and still lives next door
He married into the Magoun family, and was
to Mr. Carleton.
brother to Mrs. Gilbert Tufts and Mrs. Nathan Tufts, 2d. Here
I may say another daughter of Mr. Magoun married the nephew
of Mrs. Edgerly, and was connected with Mr. Edgerly in his
store for a time, and was a member of the household, Mr. Henry
F. Woods, who was interested in the school committee, was one
of the first of the common council, and also commissioner of the
sinking fund.

Mr. William Tufts and Mr. Asa Tufts were among the older
residents of the

them

hill,

but

I

don't recall anything especial about

—but they were kindly, pleasant neighbors.

Mr. Jacob T.
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though not exactly on the hill, was much interested in
and his third son has been your honored mayor for
the past three or four years. The oldest son was sacrificed in
the Civil War. I might go on indefinitely enumerating names
of good friends around us, but I must close the list by simply the
mention of the Downers, the other Woodburys, the Hardings,
the Spencers, and Sawyers, etc., etc.
After leaving Winter Hill, Mr. Edgerly moved to East Somerville, where he. lived at 1 and 3 Webster street some years, and
passed away January 20, 1872. His wife followed him about ten
years later, and there now remain but two of the large family
who so dearly loved the old spot that our infancy and childhood
so fondly knew on Winter Hill.
There is an Edgerly schoolhouse on Cross street. East Somerville, and as long as it stands may it prove an honor to the
honored memory of John S. Edgerly.
Glines,

town

affairs,

CHARLESTOWN SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PENINSULA
REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
Frank Mortimer Hawes

(Continued.)

We

have seen that Mr. Sweetser's resignation as master of
the grammar school went into effect March 6, 1750 (O. S.). The
day before, a committee, consisting of James Russell, Ebenezer
Kent, Edward Sheafe, Jr., Samuel Bradstreet, and Samuel Henley, *'met to see about a new master and perhaps a second man

Mr. John Rand was engaged to finish out the
twenty shillings per week. This committee
reported that "it is for the interest of the town to have two masters, one for teaching Latin, the other for writing and arithmetic,
as it is impossible for any one man to teach the children of the
town in both capacities."
In May the town voted a marvelous sum, as compared with
for two schools
the amounts of previous years, £900, old tenor,
within the Neck and as if to satisfy our curiosity, the record
to teach writing."

term

until

May,

at

—

;

—
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is equivalent to £120 lawful money.
On the
June, as the committee had secured no teachers, they asked

explains that this
fifth of

for

more

time.

July

6,

native of Charlestown,

1750, Mr. Timothy Goodwin, no doubt a
was hired to teach in the old town house,

This enit was desired to put the school building in repair.
gagement evidently did not hold, for it is recorded, along with a
second request for more time, that the committee have agreed
with Mr. Matthew Gushing to keep the grammar school, at a rate
of £60 lawful money, and that he began June 12
and with Mr.
Abijah Hartt to keep the writing school, at the same rate, and
that he opened his school July 19.
We are also told that the old
town house can be fitted up for about £34. This sum is accordingly voted, and it is understood that this building will be for the
as

;

use of the Latin school.
I have been unable
Mr. Gushing, we have

to learn anything of these

seen,

was keeping

a

two teachers.

private school

in

Gharlestown at the time of his appointment. He was doubtless
descended from Matthew- Gushing, one of the early settlers of
Hingham. The history of that town mentions a Matthew^ son
of 'Solomon and Sarah (Loring) Gushing, born April 4, 1720, a
graduate of Harvard Gollege, 1739, who removed to New York,
and died there in 1779. This may be the Gharlestown teacher.
Evidently there were two sides to the school question, and

many were

dissatisfied

with the

way Mr.

Sw^eetser

had been

May

meeting, 1751, the town voted to
within
the Neck for the present year,
have but one schoolmaster
and it is recorded that there will be no appropriation ''until the
treated; for at the next

choice of a schoolmaster be made."

The meeting then and

hand vote," elected Mr. Seth Sweetser as master of the
grammar and writing school for the year ensuing, and his salary
was fixed at £500, equivalent to £66 13s. 4d., law^ful money. "He
accepts, and will begin when the other master's term expires."
Mr. Gushing was paid in full up to the date when he was dismissed, and Mr. Hartt received £30, lawful money, in full to
there, ''by

July 19, 1751.

Under

the

same

date, the record continues:

"Gonsidering

the disorder of the youth of this town, not only on w^eek days,
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but on the Lord's Day, it was voted to visit the school every
three months with one of the ministers of the town^ & to use
our best endeavors to put a stop thereto, & to begin to-morrow,
the day Mr. Sweetser takes possession.

Accordingly, the select-

men, with Rev. Mr. Hull Abbott, visited the school, and told the
scholars they were determined the guilty should not go unpunished after which Mr. Abbott exhorted them in a solemn
;

manner

&

concluded with prayer."
October 19. "The selectmen

visited the school

&

think the

method

Rev. Mr. Prentise
have the desired effect.

with
will

The

visit ended with prayer."
There is frequent mention of 'Visiting day" up to 1775 after
that date, to the end of the century, though not a matter of
record, except at intervals, it was evidently a custom held in
high respect. The august body of selectmen was sometimes increased on these occasions by the presence of the overseers of
the poor.
One of the ministers w'as always invited, and often he
was accompanied by his deacons. From these visits we learn
Frethat the schools were in session six days in the week.
quently the hour set was 10 o'clock on Saturday.
The two ministers whom we have named for many years
exercised their hortatory powers on the Charlestown boys. The
following digression may not be uninteresting. In 1733 the town
built a ministerial house for Mr. Abbott, *'oO ft. by 19 ft. and 18
ft. high, with a gambrel roof, three stacks of chimneys, & a room
10 ft. square at the backside for a study." On the death of Mrs.
Abbott in 1763, there was a public funeral, and the amount raised
was £414 4s. lOd., or, in lawful money, £55 4s. 7d. At the
funeral of the worthy gentleman himself, who was buried at the
expense of the town, some of the charges were For twelve gold
rings, £8;
for Lisbon wine, Malaga wine, and W. L rum,
£5 16s. 8d. for lemons, sugar, pipes, and tobacco, £3 8s. 6d.;
gloves, £40 Is. 6d. deathshead and cross bones, fifteen shillings.
The Rev. Thomas Prentice died June 17, 1782, and that day a
special town meeting was called, to see what action the citizens
;

:

;

;

would take

''relative to the funeral."
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Late in 1751

more
boys,

A

this little

community

[July,

suffered from a visitation

than that which came upon Master Sweetser's
the smallpox broke out, though not for the first time.

terrible

—

town meeting the following May shows that
the people of the outlying districts tried to keep the disease from
petition read at

spreading

among

"Forty inhabitants (without the Neck)

them.

prayed that the meeting may be adjourned without the Neck by
reason of the smallpox being in town. Voted that this meeting

do not adjourn without the Neck." Later on, however, the point
seems to have been carried, for June 9 "it was voted to adjourn
the town meeting to the Common by reason of the Infection.""
In 1764 there was another smallpox "scare," and April 4, in reply
to the question "whether the town will give the inhabitants leave
to go into innoculation for themselves & families at all," it was
voted in the affirmative.

was voted that the old town house be
school.
The next May Mr.
Daniel Russell was made chairman of a committee of
three for this school, and £64 was appropriated for repairs.
One hundred and fifty pounds was also voted for renovating the meeting house, schoolhouse, and other public property.
This is the first evidence, so far as I find, that the daughters of the town were getting any direct benefit from the taxes
It was an experiment that probthat were paid by their fathers.

March

improved

1754.

4,

It

for a spinning (girls')

ably did not last long.

The amount of £500, or its equivalent, £66 13s. 4d., lawful
money, was voted annually for the grammar master until 1764.
July 2 of that year, "it was voted that, instead of an addition
being made to the present school, the committee make such repairs as are of necessity & likewise repair the Old Town House
suitable for another master whose business shall be to instruct
in writing

&

cyphering,

to procure one."

This

&

that the

sum was

sum

of £50,

1.

m., be raised

afterwards increased to £55, and

on the schoolhouse amounted to
petition of William Harris, writing teacher, desiring an addition to his salary, the town agreed

in January the
£14 lis. May

to give

bill

for repairs

12, 1766,

him the same

upon

as the

grammar master

received.

The

—
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amount

for

each remained

at

this

£66 13s.

figure,

47

4d.,

lawful

That year we do not find any sum
In fact, the town records show no entry
of the selectmen's proceedings from April 7 to November 24,
February 10 they voted to make their usual spring visit
1775.
The next item relating to the
the following Friday morning.
town school is under date of March 6, 1776, less than a fortnight
before Evacuation Day, when it was voted that Mr. Harris have
money,

appro-

until 1775.

priated for the schools.

an order for his salary in full as writing teacher to April 19, 1775.
This entry seems to us a significant one. From that Thursday

when

the Old Powder House was
by the British, excitement ran
high in Charlestown, Cambridge, and the immediate neighborhood. The historian Frothingham has left us a vivid picture of
the harrowing events which tried men's souls. All through the
succeeding fall and winter there were meetings of anxious men
Minutes of their proceedings had to be sent to
in council.
m.orning, September

1,

surprised and rifled of

1774,

its

stores

similar bodies in other sections, inquiries answered, resolutions
drafted.

grammar

Altogether, Mr. Sweetser, the faithful guardian of the
school, as clerk

conventions,

On

may

well have

and corresponding secretary of these
had his mind diverted from his pupils.

the nineteenth of April,

we

are told, the scholars were dis-

missed and Charlestown school closed.

we

are not told exactly

when

When

—the scourge

of

opened again
war had done its

it

The

four hundred buildings clustered at the foot
were practically wiped away. On that memorable seventeenth of June, Frothingham says, "The conflagration
spared not a dwelling house," and a population of two or three
thousand were rendered homeless.
But from the day of the
Concord and Lexington fight, when thrilling incidents occurred
on our own soil of Somerville, the inhabitants had abandoned
their homes on the peninsula, and the place was practically deserted.
On account of the menacing position of the enemy's
ships, no attempt to bring back order and domestic quiet was
fearful

work.

of Breed's Hill

made until after the Evacuation.
The two school buildings which have

interested us so long-

thus ended their careers of usefulness at the same time.

The

last
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item

we

find concerning either of

them

is

under date

of

[July.

October

when Captain Foster was made chairman of a committee of three to make repairs on the floor of the writing school.
Hon. Josiah Bartlett, M. D., in his historical sketch, delivered
15, 1770,

at the

opening of Washington Hall

somewhat

in 1813, tells us

exactly where these two structures were located on Windmill or

Town

May 16, 1776, it was voted
"supposing the town income
will defray the charges that will unavoidably arise."
Expenses
had to be brought within the smallest figure, and the schools suffered in consequence.
October 10 of that year, however, things
were looking somewhat brighter, for it was decided to raise £60
for the schools within and without the Neck.
But no attempt
at re-building or finding permanent quarters for the Charlestown
school, which for several years after this was reduced to one, was
Hill.

At

not to raise any

made

the

town meeting

money

of

(for schools),

the year of the battle, or even the next.

part of our subject, to speak of the

We will

two teachers

to

leave this

whom

fre-

quent reference has been made.
Captain William Harris w^as the only son of Cary Harris, of
Boston. He was born July 2, 1744, and married in 1767 Rebecca, the daughter of Thaddeus Mason, Esq. (Harvard College,
1728).

He

died October 30, 1778;. at the early age of thirty-four.

Of his six children, the eldest, Thaddeus Mason Harris, D. D.,
born in Charlestown in 1768, and a graduate of Harvard in 1787,
was one of the distinguished divines of his time.
For many
years he was settled over the church at Dorchester, where he died
William Harris must have begun his school duties in
in 1842.
Charlestown in 1765, for December 7, 1767, the selectmen voted
him £1 16s. for ink ''for two years past." We have seen that
his services ended with the disbanding of his scholars April 19,
1775.

[To be continued.]
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THOMAS BRIGHAM THE PURITAN—AN ORIGINAL
SETTLER
By

Thomas Brig-ham

Villiam E. Brigham

the Puritan, the

common

ancestor of the

Brigham family in this country, was an original, if not the origiI may say frankly at the
nal, settler of what now is Somerville.
I
have
made
no
study
of
the contemporaries of
that
outset
Thomas, nor have I ascertained the location of the original town
lines of Watertown, Cambridge, and Charlestown; but for the
purposes of this sketch the familiar designations are

sufficient.

In so far as they deal with the essential facts of the

of

teresting subject

and

life

our

in-

which foland where there is

his descendants, the statements

low are founded upon trustworthy evidence
doubt I have indicated it.
For example, good old Rev. Abner Morse, the first
genealogist of the Brigham family, would have it that Thomas
came of noble blood, in direct descent from the lords of Allerdale, whose reputation for "courtesy, honor, truth, and justice"*'
filled all Cumberland
and the worthy clergyman works into his
pages the sage suggestion to pK)sterity that ''it is scandalous to
;

;

degenerate."

Later researches prove nothing more definite of the English
Thomas the Puritan than a strong inference that he

origin of

hailed from Yorkshire.
Britain, as follows

There are four Brigham places

in

Great

:

—

First
Town of Brigham, Driffield, in Dickering Wapentake,
East Riding, Yorkshire; and it is germane to say that a large
percentage of the people of this neighborhood are known by the
surname of Brigham.

—

Second There is a Brigham parish in Allerdale Ward,
above Derwent, Cumberlandshire. To this locality tradition assigns the vague (because ancient) references to the manor of
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Brigham and the

lords of Allerdale.

[October.

Wordsworth penned

a

graceful sonnet to the "Nun's Well" of this place.

Third

how

— From the Acts

of Parliament of Scotland

we

learn

convened at Brigham, near Berwick-onTweed, on two occasions during the period when it was peripatetic, namely, in 1188 and 1289.
You will also recall that a
"treaty of Brigham" was signed here.
Fourth Brigham, Norfolk county. Eng., which is mentioned in the Calendar Close Rolls, time of King Edward II.
The Domesday Book mentions also four other Brigham
towns, under various spellings, but they are of no important inthat assembly

—

terest in the present connection.

Burke describes eight different armorial bearings by Brighams, of which four are of Yorkshire families, and a fifth of YorkThe most persistent Brigham line occurs in conshire descent.
nection with the annals of Yorkshire
to the belief that there were

no

less

but late researches incline
than four distinct Brigham

;

from one of which sprang Thomas. The belief that this
Yorkshire is strengthened by the fact that Sir Richard
Saltonstall, his friend and neighbor in Cambridge, and upon
whose suggestion he may have come from England, was of a
Yorkshire family.
Without detaining you too long with details of more remote
interest, I may say that the name Brigham has been spelled in no
It is Anglo-Saxon, and comes
less than eighteen different ways.
from two words meaning bridge and house. It originally signified a village of freemen situated by a bridge.
The name is
authentically traced back to the period of Henry I., who was
born in 1068 and it is said by English Brighams now living that
it was borne with honor in Palestine in the time of the Crusades.
I fear, however, that we are getting farther away rather than
nearer to Thomas Brigham the Puritan. The first and only
authentic mention of him found in England is in Camden Hotten's book, entitled "Lists of Emigrants from England to
America, 1600-1700," compiled from London Admiralty reports.
From this we learn that "18 xA.pril, 1635, Tho. Briggham"
embarked from England on the ship "Suzan & Ellin, Edward
lines,

was

of

;
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Payne, Master/' for

New

England.
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In the same year Paige, in

admirable history of Cambridge, reports the arrival at Watertown, the fourth settlement in Massachusetts Bay colony, of our
his

Thomas and

thirty-six other males.

Of

these,

some seventeen

appear to have come by the "Suzan and EUin." Surely we of
the name of Brigham may trace our ancestry back to the foundation stones of the old commonwealth.

Thomas was then

thirty-two years of age, and he appears

quickly to have attained to respect and prominence.

made

a "freeman" in 1637,

records of Watertow^n.
fourteen-acre

lot, of

when

He

his

name

first

He was

appears on the

then became the proprietor of a

seven-eighths of the size and adjoining that

Richard Saltonstall. This land was "bought of John
& bounded W. by the homestall of Sir Richard Saltonstall, S. by Charles River, & E, by Cambridge former line," being
on that strip which was taken from Watertown in 1754 and annexed to Cambridge.
He settled hard by, and built his house in Cambridge, on a
lot of three and one-half acres which had been assigned him by
The exact location of our Puritan''s
the townsmen in 1638.
homestead cannot be stated. Paige places it at the easterly
corner of Brattle and Ash streets. Morse quotes the boundaries
of the lot, which would be unintelligible to this audience, but
says it was about two-thirds of a mile west of the site of Harvard
University which institution was established, by the way, a
year after Thomas the Puritan arrived in Cambridge; while our
own family historian, W. I. T. Brigham, is sure only that a part
of Thomas Brigham's house lot was in the east boundary line of
the original limits of Watertown, or about at the line of the
present Sparks street.
It is certain that the lot was bounded on
the south b}' the northern bend of Charles river, which comes at
the foot of Sparks street.
At this point was the first high bank above the site of Fort
Washington, and it offered the first facility on the north side for
Here, according to trustworthy tradition, a wharf was
a wharf.
built early, and no doubt a storehouse to accommodate the inhabitants of Watertown and Cambridge, which had no wharf
of

Sir

Dogget

—

THOMAS BRIGHAM THE PURITAN

52
1650.

until

Morse kindly

infers

that

[October,

Thomas Brigham

built

and that he was a commission merchant. Windmill Hill,
he says, must have been upon his Watertown lot and near the
wharf. Had he not, asks Morse, also built a mill thereon prior
these,

when the townsmen assigned the land adjacent to him
on the southeast, and reserved a highway on the town line to
this hill, which would also have secured access to the wharf?
to 1638,

The south

side of his original fourteen-acre lot

a poor Irish settlement
street,

along which

it

;

extends

many hundred

heart of Cambridge upper-tendom.

descendant of the "Faire

Cambridge,

With

men

is

on

at present

is

but the north runs through to Brattle

Grammar

feet,

right in the

The Washington
Schoole," the

first

school,

school in

this land.

Saltonstall,

Dudley, Nicholas Danforth, and other chief

and associates, Thomas Brigham lived on
homestead until 1648. Having been admitted
to the freeman's oath, he, in 1639, was chosen a member of the
board of townsmen, who exercised supreme authority in
municipal matters, and had the distribution of the public lands.
He served as townsman or selectman in 16-iO, 1642, and 1647,
and as constable in 1639 and 1642. Such honors as these at that
period cannot be lightly esteemed now.
He was the proprietor of many animals, and in 1647, when
the town contained ninety houses. 135 ratable citizens, and had
been settled seventeen years, he owned nearly one-third of all the
swine.
Morse argued, also, from this honorable, but unpoetic,
fact that he must have possessed a mill, from the toll of which he
could easily feed so large a number.
The proud possession of these hogs is not also without its
for his neighbors

his comfortable

sad feature for the descendants of
it

gave him the distinction

got him into trouble.

He

Thomas

of wealth,

the Puritan

;

for while

and therefore power,

was repeatedly

it

also

fined for failing to ob-

serve the law relative to the keeping of hogs.

However,

consideration of the feelings of his descendants,

it is

as

if

in

recorded that

the selectmen, in their order for collecting fines of ''brother Brig-

ham," as they
amount.

called him. voluntarily abated one-third of the
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another curious record

now

extant
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it is

learned, also,

symupon one
occasion, when an officer visited the homestead to impound some
of the porcine ofYenders, or upon other similar duty, the worthy
Mercy, spouse of Goodman Thomas, made such a hostile demonstration that he was fain to escape with no bones broken.

good Thomas was not without other than

that the

pathy; for

We
we

it

is

have been a long time reaching the Somerville

The townsmen

are almost here.

common

of

lands to settlers according to their estates.

In the

last

line,

but

Cambridge divided the

Thomas Brigham drew more than quadruple
others.

official

soberly related in the chronicles that

and principal division

the

By

amount

he, out

of

this rule

of

most

115 as-

signees, received 180 acres, the thirteenth largest share, while

others

"

received

only

a

few

Brighton, Shawshine (Billerica),

acres.

He

received

grants in

West Cambridge, and

Charles-

amounting to hundreds of acres. His first grant in
Charlestown was of one acre made in 1645.
In 1648 there was laid out to him seventy-two acres "on the
rocks" upon Charlestown line; and later in the same year he
bought of William Hamlet ten acres in Fresh Pond Meadow, on
the northwest side of the great swamp.
Of these he took immediate possession, and built upon the former.
By the help of Peter B. Brigham, Esq., who died in 1872,
*'The Rocks" have been found and the place of our old settler's

town,

last habitation identified.

now

To quote Morse, who wrote

in 1859,

"about one-third of a mile south of
Tufts College, and 100 rods east of Cambridge Poorhouse, on
the southwest side of an uplift of clay slate about seventy feet in
height, overlooking Fresh Pond one and one-half miles at the

the site

is

in Somerville,

south."

A few rods southwest of this, continues Morse, there is
another upHft of the same formation and of about the same size
and altitude, but the rock does not, as in the former, crop out, yet
it

was doubtless one

of

"The Rocks" which

constituted a well-

known landmark; for Thomas Danforth, as if connected with
Thomas Brigham, immediately after the above assignment, purchased of Nicholas Wyeth forty-eight acres "upon the Rocks

—
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near Alewive meadow, having Thos. Brigham

on the north."
must have included the site of the poorhouse, and probably the S. W. rock, and by its boundaries it contributes to the
identification of Brigham's location, v^hich had been ascertained
from other evidence.
I have perambulated the territory described here by Mr.
Morse, yet without my assurance I think you would readily conceive that the second homestead of the Brigham family in this
country is none other than our own Clarendon Hill, and that
This

lot

"The Rocks,"

so celebrated in our family history, are

now

serv-

The house,

ing the humble purpose of the city stone quarry.

I

was only a few yards, or rods, south of the present crown
of the quarry, and commanded a view straight across the meadow
As the pious Morse says
to Fresh Pond.
"Here lived Thomas Brigham, contented with his portion of
good things, which the millionaire is not. Here he read his
Bible and communed with his Redeemer. Here he interceded for
Halhis race, completed his victory, and left for his coronation.
children
place
hallowed
his
memory
his
the
Here
let
lowed be
assemble to praise and pray, know and be known and build up
"
a friendship strong and enduring as 'The Rocks.'
Thomas Brigham died in the Somerville homestead, if I
may so call it, December 18, 1653, aged fifty years. His estate
became involved, perhaps through business reverses it is suggested because the erection of a grist mill on Charles river ruined
his windmill
yet it was more than respectable for the time.
After the final settlement, there remained his lot on Charles river,
valued at £40 upland and meadow in the hither end of Watertown, valued at £60 ten acres in Rockie Meadow, valued at £15
and a house lot of four acres, with house and barn, estimated at
take

it,

:

!

;

;

—

—
;

;

£70.

He

left

;

a spacious house, containing hall, parlor, kitchen

and two chambers,

all

completely furnished and stored with pro-

visions.

His personal property included many articles of luxury, and
wardrobe was that of a gentleman. He had two bound "servants, five horses, fourteen sheep, and ten cattle," and his inventory footed up £449 4s. 9d., or about $8,000 in our present curhis
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Morse reckons

that at six per

rency, relative prices considered.

Thomas Brigham

cent, the fortune of

more than

the Puritan would

amount

now. This is a crowning example of the old genealogist's concern for posterity.
The wife was appointed sole executrix of the will. She was
assisted by the distinguished William Brattle, of Boston, and
Deputy Governor Thomas Danforth accepted appointment as
trustee, and left the trust to his own executor at his death.
The final resting place of our common ancestor is not
known. Morse thinks it must have been Medford, but there is
much stronger reason for believing it to be in Cambridge, probably in what is known as the "old cemetery." Time has buried
to

a billion of dollars

a fact of priceless interest to the descendants of

Thomas

the Puri-

and the spot may never be marked.
It were unfair to close this record without a word of the
partner of the joys and sorrows of our Thomas.
In 1637 he
married Mercy Hurd, a comely woman somewhat his junior, of
whom tradition has brought down a high character. It is declared that she and her sister were so tantalized in England for
their non-conformity that they resolved on seeking their freedom
and fortunes in New England, whither they arrived unattended
by husbands or lovers. Were romantic adventure their quest,
they came to the right place, for they were snapped up like Monday bargains and, as the sage Morse observ^es, if the number of
worthy husbands whom a lady married is the measure of her
worth, our maternal ancestor was a most worthy and attractive
woman, for she married no less than three.
These were Thomas Brigham, who died in 1653, by whom
she had five children Edmund Rice, of Marlboro, by whom she
had two daughters and William Hunt, of Marlboro, who died
tan,

;

;

;

Mercy Hurd-Brigham-Rice-Hunt died December 23,
1693, after a third widowhood of twenty-six years.
During this period she saw two bloody Indian wars. During the first Marlboro was burned, and she, with one of her sons,
is believed to have fled to their former home on ''The Rocks" in

in 1667.

Somerville, while her other sons went in pursuit of the enemy.

The

children of

Thomas and Mercy Hurd-Brigham were

—
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Mary, Thomas, John, Hannah, and Samuel. All were identified
with the early history of Marlboro, whence their mother had removed upon the death of Thomas the Puritan. The men became
very prominent in town life, and Samuel, it is said, founded the
tanning and shoe industry. The present writer, although coming
immediately from a branch resident in Vermont, is a direct de-

scendant of Thomas, the first son.
This, at greater length than I had intended,

something of
Cradle and grave
is

Thomas Brigham the Puritan.
unknown, of his life there is yet left a record of honor, proband rugged accomplishment in which his descendants may

the story of
alike
ity,

well take honest pride.
In justice to Mr. Brigham,
ing letter should be printed:

Boston, September 25, 1904.
hand yours of the 24th inst., with proof
my article on Thomas Brigham the Puritan.
I am afraid there is some misunderstanding in this matter, for the

My

of

no more than right that the follow-

it is

evening
printed.

dear Mr. Foss:

I

I

have

read the paper

Mr. Charles D.

I

at

made

Elliot

is

the

express request that

it

inclined to think the original

place was in Arlington rather than in Somerville, and

and arguments so impressed me that

I

some

be

not

Brigham

of his facts

decided at once to give no more

publicity to the matter until I could investigate further.

Mr.

Elliot

kindly offered to take up the matter with me at my convenience, but I
was out of town from May to September, and since have been immersed
I can give the
in another (and this time victorious) political campaign.

matter no thought until after election.
My error, if there is one, is due to my confidence in the alleged researches made by the late Peter B. Brigham, as reported by Morse
(page 4, "Brigham," by Rev. Abner Morse, A. M., press of H. W. Button & Son, Boston, 1859). The identification here is explicit, but the description of the old site is that of Morse, I should judge.

"The Rocks" was the name of the old Brigham place, and Mr. Elpoints out two important facts: one, that there is no mention of
Thomas Brigham in the early Charlestown records, which were well
kept; and that "The Rocks" was the name of "a well-known ancient
landmark," as Morse styles it, in Arlington, not in Somerville.
Brigham's identification was wholly with Arlington (or Cambridge),
except in the matter of this site; and even before Mr. Elliot spoke it
always had puzzled me why Thomas should have trekked off to
Clarendon Hill, while his affiliations were all with the banks of the
liot

Charles river in Cambridge.
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only too glad to sacrifice

it

great,
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anyway, and

in

in the interest of historical

accuracy.
If it would save you embarrassment, I suppose you might print the
sketch with this letter as a footnote, but even that is a little awkward, at

am, however, always an extremely busy man, and if
and correspondence would bring me any
volunteer aid in clearing up a matter which is of some local interest, and
of especial interest to the Brigham Family Association, which is now
preparing a new "Brigham Book," I would welcome it.
least,

for me.

I

the publication of this paper

Sincerely yours,

William E. Brigham.

THE TEACHING OF LOCAL HISTORY IN THE
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
By John

Someone has
true

is

this

is

all

He

of his

distant region with his

How

the eyes of history."

region where one lives

the top of that hill" with

some

Emerson

"Geography

said,

in the

the very ground, to start with.

of

S»

!

The boy

is

will follow the teacher's

mind, but the spot on the
eye only.

on

"On
map

The men and

the

scenes of the Revolution are almost as impersonal and vague as

those of which he reads in his morning devotional

exercises.

But show him the ground they trod, the houses in which they
lived and slept, and they become real men instead of names only.
His pictures of scenes become realistic and vivid. His attitude
immediately changes from passive to active. He becomes not
merely a recipient, but an investigator. He will work from pure
love of his subject,

—a

difficult result to

secure in

many

other

matters.

The following

are

two

of

many

incidents that

might be given

to illustrate the enthusiastic interest children naturally
this subject.

After the

first

lesson of the year

take in

on Somerville

his-

had an errand on Prospect Hill. On the way
The next morning
up, he met some of the class coming down.
one of them said before school, "You went up to see where the
flag was raised, and to read the tablet, didn't you?"
He had to
confess that he had another errand, but was glad to say that he
The pupil said, "We went up and read the tabvisited the spot.
tory, the teacher
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We
and hunted for the old tent-holes said to be visible still.
imagine the place and the country round as it looked

tried to

then.

I

wish," she added, "I could

live,

if

only for a week or so,

how this region looked, and to see the
men, Washington and Putnam and the rest."
The regular course in history had been covered, but the
teacher had not known of any such longings to live- in another
century, to see for herself how things were, and how the country
in those times, to

see

—

That

looked.

lesson in local history had

first

come home, had

appealed to the imagination, and had thoroughly aroused the interest.

A

Maiden, in a school not far
meeting house erected in that region, a
discussion arose as to what had become of the old bell that had
been mounted near the meeting house on an eminence still
known as Bell Rock. It was learned that, strange and unusual
as it may be, dissension had arisen in the little church, due rather
to the differences and strength of opinions than to the size of the
society, and that one roof would not comfortably cover the warring brothers and sisters. Another meeting house having been
few years ago,

from the

built,
it

site of

the

in the city of

first

a struggle for possession of the bell began.

in the well of the

One

party hid

near-by parsonage.

This was as far as the

One morning

the boys, quite excited

children could trace

it.

about the matter, suggested a plan to, "chip in," as they said, and
have the bell dug up. Further inquiries, however, revealed the
fact that

it

had been

raised,

and placed on a schoolhouse, and
the bell was broken
Finally one of the
piece of the same old bell to school.

when that structure was destroyed years after,
up and the pieces distributed about town.
class triumphantly

A

brought a

trifling affair, truly,

but the spontaneous, enthusiastic interest

by the persistent efforts
and by their readiness to contribute their money
to secure and preserve an old relic, is no trifle.
There are, however, serious difficulties operating against the

in the early history of the place, indicated

of the children

teaching of this important subject.
family

with

it,

ties in
is

The teacher who

is

without

the place, or other than a professional association

quite apt to lack not only a

knowledge

of

its

past, but

—
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it.
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this

work,

she looks over the course of study and her program to find a
place for

it,

her

if

five

hours

and

in

—possibly to see what she can omit. Can we blame
Consider, there are but
the stronger motive?
a school day, —the
day, not the teacher's

the latter

is

child's

in

them she must

teach,

somehow and

at

some

time, reading,

writing, arithmetic, bookkeeping, spelling, geography,

grammar

and language, drawing and painting, music, sewing, science, or
nature studies, physiology, with special lessons on narcotics and
stimulants, study of selected authors and their representative
works, manners and morals, besides keeping all the school
There are many
machinery running smoothly and properly.
other things, almost "too numerous to mention," not laid down
in the course of study.
She must prepare special exercises for
the sessions preceding public holidays, regularly inspect, count,

and repair books, keep registers and pupils' records, make frequent reports to parents and to school officials, etc. In the
multiplicity of subjects crowded into the school, something is
sure to be squeezed.
It will be that of which the teacher has
the least knowledge to begin with, and in which the requirements
and the supervision are least exacting. Hence the neglect of
local history.

Teachers are provided with nothing but an incomplete, illlist of topics, and are wholly without desk reference

arranged
books.

But in spite of difficulties, it is possible to accomplish much.
Local history does not call for great teaching ability. Given a
little acquaintance on the part of the children with the library
method of study, a correct outline, and an atmosphere of freedom
and enjoyment

in the

will give the teacher

up the

As

room, and the enthusiasm of the children

an hour's pleasure as often as she

will

take

subject.

to materials, the available sources of inform.ation are

Frothingham's ''History of Charlestown" and Drake's "History
of Middlesex County."
There is an excellent history, also, of
this city included in "Somerville Past and Present," written
If that part
of
by our historian, Mr. Charles D. Elliot.
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book could be separated and have added to it condensed
it would be of great
value in the schools. "Past and Present" is too expensive for
the

sketches from other portions of the work,

very general use, and contains
copies of this

by

pupils,

work

will,

much

that

however, appear

and are the chief

reliance.

tion of Drake's "History of Middlesex

is

in

not usable.

each

class,

A

few

furnished

There is an abridged ediCounty" which, if placed

upon the teachers' desks, would be of great service.
The public library contains some historical addresses suited
to our purposes.
Among them is that of ex-Mayor William H.
Furber, July 4, 1876, treating of original territory included in
Charlestown, purchase of Somerville territory from the Indians,
hills

and

their fortifications, seizure of

powder from the old

mill,

separation from Charlestown, growth, street railways, Somerville

War, and adoption of the city charter. Another by
Mr. John S. Hayes includes first explorers, visit of John Smith
and of Miles Standish, Winthrop's coming, division of land, siege
of Boston, Burgoyne's troops on Prospect Hill, Paul Revere's
ride, first school and first schoolhouse.
''Historic Heights and Points" gives a brief sketch of the
fortifications and their importance.
The life of
Somerville's history is worthy of study per se.
the city has been continuous and progressive, and the children
who graduate from our schools should have a knowledge sufficiently comprehensive and orderly to enable them to trace her
history from the time the land was inhabited by Indians to the
in the Civil

present.

Some such

outline as the following will illustrate the orderly

treatment of matter.
termined, or, at

least,

^luch of Somerville's history has been deinfluenced by her topography, and so it is

Then

well to begin with that.

will follow the aboriginal

—

and also
Web Cowit and Squaw Sachem.
First visits by white men.

Indian

tribes,

:

First settlers.

Coming
Title

of Winthrop Ten Hills Farm.
from the Indians.
;

^

life,

the

—
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Division of land.

The stinted commons.
Range ways.
Early roads.
Life in the colonial period.

Somerville's connection with the Revolution, including

Capture of powder from the old

(Legend
Paul Revere's

:

mill.

of the mill.)
ride.

Lexington and Concord.
(Route through Somerville.)
(Fighting on Somerville soil.)

Battle of

Battle of

Bunker

Hill.

Siege of Boston.
(General plan of fortification.)
(Somerville's fortifications.)

(Memorial battery on Central
(Raising of

first flag of

Hill.)

Continental army.)

(Quartering of Burgoyne's captured troops.)
(Residences of generals, and other houses of note.)

Growth

of this portion of Charlestown.

Prominent persons.
Industrial and commercial

life.

(Middlesex Canal.)
(Railroads, steam and street.)
(Manufacturing enterprises.)
Separation from Charlestown.

Reasons.
Date.

Name

and why

selected.

Somerville in the Civil War.

Change from town government
Date, charters,

Mayors and

To

to city.

seal.

a few other prominent officials.

should be added a sketch of the educational history
with a brief history of the particular school which the

this

of the city,

child attends, together with a brief account of the

man whose
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and events that prove him worthy

bears, noting the traits

it

the honor.

IN

some

as events require,

my

of these topics would, of
effort

being directed to an

orderly arrangement with topics broad enough to include

all

the

knowledge that may be gained, with a place for every fact. The
arrangement is, in the main, necessarily chronological, excepting
that under such topics as education or religious life, we should
bring together in order all the facts, from earliest to present
times

;

or, again,

if

we should go back

we

are studying the business

life

of the city,

and follow events, searching
the causes and influences which have affected its growth and

for

to first conditions

development.

Under "Charter," there should be a study of our city government, the departments, the duties and powers of each, and
methods

The

of transacting business, elections, etc.

schools should be provided with a standard text-book of

more complete should be

local history, but others

accessible to

the children, not a single copy or two, but in sufficient
to

meet the demands

of

many

Much

pupils.

number

material contained

our papers and in souvenir books and
pamphlets that cannot be bought for the schools because of the
advertising in them can be brought by pupils from their homes,
in souvenir editions of

and used by them
will

as their

own

be useful in later years, so

tories for themselves, in

The information gained
our pupils are making his-

property.

many

of

which they write

brief statements of facts,

references to sources of information, illustrated

by clippings from

papers and souvenir books, small pictures of historic spots and

prominent men.
Quite a demand has been made of late by the children for
photographs after the plan of the Perry pictures and the Brown
pictures, but of Somerville subjects, and a proposition is under
of

them to sell at a very
being turned to good use, and in-

consideration to print large quantities of

low

cost.

The camera

craze

is

terest in history thereby increased.

Collections and exhibits of relics borrowed for the occasion

add to the interest. The reading of poems, such as Mr.
Foss's ''Raising of the Flag on Prospect Hill," and the narration,

also
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orally or with the pen, of the stories

not only profitable, but sources of
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and legends of the

past, are

IN

much

pleasure.

in the hours after school and on holidays, walks,
and the customary annual sleighrides may be made
doubly beneficial by directing them to historic shrines.
The topical method of study and recitation should of course
be used, as has been indicated already, but there should be no
regularity in calhng upon pupils to recite in this particular sub-

Excursions

bicycle rides,

The

All such efforts should be entirely voluntary.

ject.

ment

privilege.

would keep no marks and have no

I

much we may

ever

assign-

of a topic should be considered a compliment, to recite a
penalties.

How-

believe in tasks in other subjects, I would'

all suggestions of them in connection with local history.
should be a work of love, and the class exercise should be

banish
It

characterized by the utmost freedom and enthusiasm.

This society does well to interest

We

this study.

must begin early

with the commercial

landmarks,

if

we would

But on

past.

spirit,

to the State

made

of

successfully cope

preserve the relics and documents of the

this latter point

Board

the promotion of

we would

the selfishness that would destroy old

The Massachusetts

field.

if

itself in

another society

Historical

is

Society

earlier in the

recently

Education a request that an

sent

effort

be

to interest the school children in the preservation of old

documents supposed to be lying about
tories of rubbish.

The

in attics

and other reposi-

secretary of the board therefore prepared

a circular, to be sent to the various towns and

cities,

requesting

children to collect such material and to place

in the

custody of

that society for preservation

it

and use when required.

The teaching of Somerville history, the record of its life,
should beget in the minds of her young people a respect and
It should at least
pride for her past and her present success.

—no matter
— so common with them, and teach a devotion to the

diminish that longing for change to some other place,

where,

and

its

city

institutions,

hold through
character.

Southey

life.

local attachments

an attachment to even

is

Show me

says,

its

soil,

which

shall

''Whatever strengthens our

favorable both to individual and national
the

man who

cares no

more

for

one place

"
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show you in that same person one who
Beware of those who are homeless
You have no hold upon a person whose affections

than another, and

I will

loves nothing but himself.

by choice.

are without a tap-root."

The boys and girls of this section of our country have a
proud heritage. It was no mean people who came to this region.
No poorhouses, workhouses, or prisons were opened to populate
our soil, and to ease the burdens of another country. It was a
liberty-loving, high-minded people, jealous of their rights as
freemen, who began here to build a state, and Mrs. Hemans's
words,
''Ay, call

The

may

soil

it

holy ground.

where

first

they trod,"

well be applied to Somerville.

Lord Macaulay says, '"A people who take no pride in the
achievements of remote ancestors will never achieve anything
worthy to be remembered with pride by remote descendants.
In this intelligent pride of our young people there
the strongest possible guaranty of

is

for us

good government, and

of

municipal success and prosperity in the years to come.

The

public statutes require the teaching of the history of the

country and of lessons of patriotism, but
of this city to see to

it

it is left

for the people

that our schools teach her history, and im-

plant loyal d^^votion to her interests.

CHA.RLESTOWN SCHOOLS WITHIN THE PENINSULA
REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
JBy Frank Mortimer Hawes

(Continued.)

In giving our brief sketch of Mr. Sweetser,

when

we

are not able

term of service ended as schoolmaster.
January 20, 1755, he was chosen town clerk till the March meeting.
In ^lay, 1761, and perhaps earlier; he was serving in that
to state precisely

capacity permanently.

his

He

held this office until his death, w^hich

occurred suddenly January 15, 1778.
those of Mr. Harris,

may have ended

His school labors,

like

with the disastrous events
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of 1775.

obituary notice of him

may
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be found in the Boston

Jr., born Febwas of the fourth generation from the original settler of the same name, who came to this country from Tring,
Hertfordshire, Eng. He graduated from Harvard College in the
class of 1722, and, with the exception of the year 1750-'51, was
schoolmaster in his native town from July, 1724, for fully fifty
He was held in high esteem by his fellowyears thereafter.
citizens, and served on many important committees prior to and

Gazette, under date of his death.

ruary

5,

Seth Sweetser,

1704,

during the

first

years of the

The name

Revolution.

of

his

mother was Sarah Clark. He married Hannah Bradish, who is
said to have died in 1800, at the advanced age of ninety-four.
They had thirteen children, of whom Henry Phillips Sweetser
was prominent in Charlestown af¥airs for many years. This was
the father of Colonel John Sweetser, styled architect by Wyman,
who built for John Olin, Jr., in the early years of the last century,
the house at the top of Winter Hill, once occupied by Edward
Everett, and for many years owned by John S. Edgerly.
Later,
extensively
repaired
Mr.
Hitas most people know, it was
by
tenger,
see

next owner,

its

who

left its style of

architecture as

we now

it.

Another teacher
at a loss just

when

of this period

to place him.

was Robert Calley, but we are
He may have acted as substi-

tute or assistant for

Mr. Sweetser during the

gentleman's career.

We are indebted to Wyman

last

years of that

for

our account

He

was the son of Robert and Lydia (Stimpson) Calley,
and was born in Charlestown June 4, 1726. He was twice married, and the father of six children, most of whom died in infancy.
He was on the tax list from 1748 to 1763, and his widow in 1771
was No. 44 on a list of valuations. His mother was the sister
of Rev. Joseph Stimpson, a former teacher of Charlestown, mentioned in an earlier article of this series, and the cousin of Seth
Sweetser. The most interesting thing about this Robert Calley
of him.

is

that he

made an
and
setts

left

a manuscript diary in eight volumes.

Wyman

extract of the genealogical material therein contained,

this little

book

is

to be seen in the library of the

Genealogical Society, Somerset

street,

Boston.

MassachuIf

the orig^-

:
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nal manuscripts are in existence, no doubt they throw much Hght
on the schools at this time. In his abstract the compiler says
'There was evidently a large recess in the duties of Mr. Calley
as schoolmaster, and that may account for his occasional neglect
of orthography; that detracts, however, but little from the
merits of his work.
He was otherwise apparently a cabinet-

maker."

Wyman's

invaluable

teacher, son of

Thomas

work

Hills, of

mentions a John Hills,
Maiden; graduate of Harvard

also

1772; married Elizabeth Kettell in 177-i; and died January,
L787, leaving four daughters.
Perhaps he did not teach in

in

no mention of him on the town records.
town voted "to fix up the block house for
a schoolhouse." If there was no building suitable for housing the
school after the battle of Bunker Hill, the query rises, what was
done with it during these two years? By the next ^lay (1778)
the town had so recovered from the shock of war that £140 was
appropriated for schools, and the annual sums voted for 1779 and
1780 were £500 and £-100, respectively. In December of the lastCharlestown, for

May

5,

I

find

1777, the

—how impossible
—the books show that £6,400

named year
figures

!

us to cope with these
were apportioned among
to the one within, and the balance to the
is

the schools, £3,651 19s.

three beyond the peninsula

!

who was

get

some idea

The

the teacher that year,
of values,

we

for

This estimate, of course,

inflated currency of the period.
bull,

it

is

salary of

put

down

is

in the

Timothy Trumas £1,300.

To

read that Peter Tufts, in 1781, for

twenty days spent for the town as an assessor, was voted £403 2s.
year, for eighteen days of similar service, he received

The next
£4 16s.

time to time the town clerk serves up for us items of
February 5, 1781, to John Turner, £30 for work at
October 17, 1782, the town warrant calls for a
the schoolhouse.
Inbut it does not seem to materialize.
building,
school
new

From

repairs, as,

John Edmands is hired to work on the old house, and gets
Later that month it is proposed to rehis pay February 3, 1783.
the hill and set it somew^here for a
from
move the meeting-house
Isaac Mallet, Peter Tufts, Timothy Tufts,
school building.
stead,
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David Wood, Jr., and Eliphalet Newell are made a committee to
select a site, and it is decided "where the old schoolhouse stood
is the most suitable place to put the present Meeting-house on."
It is voted to move it.
September 1, 1783, Mr. Mallet and
Mr. Hays are a committee to see what repairs are necessary for
tlif^ schoolhouse.
The next January Deacon Frothingham receives thirty-six shillings for building the school chimney.

Octo-

ber 25, 1784, the selectmen are given power to cut off from the
present schoolhouse what

make

of

it

is

an engine house, also to

schoolhouse as soon as possible

Henry

street,

and

other part for a

new

an encroachment on the

;

fix the

and November

1

John Hay and

P. Sweetser are appointed to fix the old meeting-house

for a school.

March, 1786, to have a grammar (Latin) school(Query Had there been no school of this
rank since the days of Seth Sweetser?) Mr. H. P. Sweetser was
added to the committee to see about a grammar master.
"Voted,

master

6

in this

town."

:

June 19, 1786. "It is voted to sell the old schoolhouse,
which is not worth repairing, and build a new one, and to raise
£100 to build it. Mr. Harris, Samuel Swan, Jr., and H. P.
Sweetser, are a committee to build the school, and sell the old
one to Captain Calder, and to set the school on Town Hill."
July 17 this committee is enjoined to go about their work immediately.
Captain Calder is to have the old house for £10, lawful
money, as it now stands, "and two or three days to give his
answer." August 7 it is voted to reconsider the former vote in
regard to building a new schoolhouse, and give directions to the
committee to put the old one in repair. As this committee desired to be excused, David Wood, Jr., Captain Cordis, and
Samuel Henley, Esq., were chosen in their places. These are
all the items I find on the subject, and I must confess my mind is
in some doubt as to what were the exact school accommodations
on the peninsula after the Revolution.
Timothy Trumbull was town clerk and schoolmaster,
1780-'82.
The account of him in Wyman would seem to need
He was the son of James and Phebe (Johnson)
verification.
Trumbull, and was born in 1754. At one time he was living in
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Andover, where he married (1778) Frances, daughter of Joseph
Phipps. Wyman makes brief mention of three children, but does
not allude to his son John, of Norwich, whom I find referred to
on the selectmen's books.
Evidently Mr. Trumbull fell ill in
1782, when his family was not with him, for Jonathan Bradshaw
received out of the rent for the school lot £3 8s. 7d. for boarding
him four weeks and four days. In their anxiety, the selectmen
sent a messenger, Mr. Wyeth, to Norwich to confer with the son
about boarding his father "for the ensuing winter. As no convenient place amongst us can be found, if you will take him and
provide, the selectmen will see to it that you are paid."
But the
worthy town fathers were relieved of their responsibility in a
different way, for November 4, 1782, we read
"It is voted to pay
Frances Trumbull £15 for her late husband, Timothy Trumbull,
keeping school; and the next February there is a balance of a
few more pounds to her account."
Administration on Mr.
Trumbull's estate was granted D. Wood November 7, 1783, and
:

amounted to £140.
Another entry showmg the philanthropic

the inventory

spirit of the

times

not entirely foreign to this paper. ''Voted, November 2, 1789,
that Ruth Jones be put to school to some person who will prepare
is

her for a schoolmistress at as cheap rate as can be

!"

The next teacher was Samuel Holbrook, who also succeeded
town clerk. Like his predecessors, he

to the worthy position of

received the annual compensation of £10 for this o^^ice.

must have served
years, but

Wyman

He

both capacities for a period of nearly five
omits all mention of him. We have consulted

in

Holbrook family, but are unable to
£100 as schoolmaster was soon increased to £110. The town seems to have been behindhand in
paying him for his services, but July 29, 1786, he received an
order from the town treasurer for the balance due him to the
twenty-fifth, being an amount nearly equal to two years' salary.
March 5, 1787, Mr. Holbrook retires as town clerk, and is given
a vote of thanks. The next May we find Samuel Payson serving
as town clerk and schoolmaster, with the usual compensation for
His term of office extended well into the next decade.
both.
the printed genealogy of the

place him.

His salary

of

—
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appropriations, over and above the school funds,

both within and w^ithout the Neck, gradually

creased from £100 in 1781 to £185 in 1786.

in-

After that, until 1790,

amount fell off to £150. About this time the books show
town had some difficulty in meeting its bills, and, like
other communities, was engaged in various lottery schemes for
some years. In 1790, and long before, the warrant for town
meeting names the schoolhouse within the Neck as the voting
the

that the

place.

As
tracts

during all the years which we have
seems well to close with the following ex-

for the school fund

been considering,

it

:

'7uly 27, 1762. Agreed that Peter Tufts, Jr., improve the
school lot belonging to this town now in his possession, for the

same

rent as before,

''February

vendue.

6,

viz.,

1769.

February 27

who proved

it

£3

4s.,

1.

m., per

annum

for six years."

Voted that the school lot be set up at
was leased out to the highest bidder,

to be Daniel Cutter, of

Medford, for

five years, at

£7 17s. 4d. per annum."
''February 14, 1774.

farm

Mr. Peter Tufts,

Stoneham for seven years."
"March 7, 1783. Jack Symmes

Jr.,

hires the

town

at

is allowed to have the school
one year for £5 6s. 8d."
"Voted, March 1, 1784, to send letters to Joseph and Nathan
Adams, who now improve the town farms, that they will be let
next Monday at 3 P. M. at Mr. Whittemore's. Finally, agreed
with Silas Symons to improve the town farm at Stoneham, lately
improved by Captain Adams, for the next five years."
Whether the school lot and the town farm or farms were the
same or not, we shall endeavor to show in another chapter that
such extracts have a bearing on the important change in school
methods adopted by the town of Charlestown soon after 1790,

lot

[To be continued.]

;
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QUINCY ADAMS VINAL
By

Charles D. Elliot

Ouincy Adams Vinal, who was a member of the Somerville
Historical Society, and one of the most prominent citizens of
Somerville, was born here on September 23, 1826, in the house
which formerly stood on or near the site of Hotel Warren. He
was son of Deacon Robert Vinal, formerly of Scituate, and Lydia
His father came to Somerville, then Charlestown,
(Stone) Vinal.
in 182-4:
he was one of a family of five sons and six daughters
he was educated in the old "Alilk Row" primary school, then
;

standing within the limits of the present cemetery, in the old
Medford-street school, and in the Hopkins Classical school of

Cambridge, then one of the foremost preparatory schools

for

Harvard College.
After leaving school, he was employed in his father's grain

Boston

store in

until 1848,

when he became

brother, Robert A. Vinal, in the

which partnership lasted

associated with his

same business on Lewis' wharf,

for fifteen years, or until the retirement

of his brother, he continuing in the grain trade until 1876,

he also

gaged

retired.

in

when

Since then, however, he has been actively en-

many

important business enterprises, holding

offices of

trust.

He was
holding the

Light

the

first

office

Company

president of the Somerville National Bank,

until

189-1

;

director in the

for several years,

1897, until his death.

He was

and

also for

its

Cambridge Gas

president from April,

some time

director in the

Charlestown Gas Company. He was a charter member of the
Boston Chamber of Commerce, and, until its settlement, trustee
of the estate of the late Charles Tufts, the founder of Tufts College he was also a trustee of other estates.
His sterling integrity was recognized by his fellow-citizens,
and for many years he held important public offices in the town
and city, being at various times member of the board of assessors,
committee on public library, trustee of the Somerville hospital,
and member of the fire department.
He was a member of the Legislature in 1873, 1881, and 1882,
of the common council in 1875 and 1876, and alderman in 1883,
;
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holding membership

in the park, highway, and other important
committees of the city government.
On October 26, 1853, Mr. Vinal was maried to Miss Augusta
Smith Peirce, daughter of John and Sarah Peirce, of Chelsea,
now Revere, and great-granddaughter of Captain John Parker,
one of the heroes of the battle of Lexington, and grandfather of
Two memorials of Captain Parker
Rev. Theodore Parker.

have been preserved
first

in the

Massachusetts state house, one, the

firearm captured in the Revolution, the other, the

by Captain Parker

On

the

fiftieth

1903, the golden
at their

at the battle of

gun

carried

Lexington.

anniversary of their marriage, October 26,
of Mr. and Mrs. Vinal was celebrated

wedding

home on Aldersey

upon which occasion they regood wishes of many hundred

street,

ceived the congratulations and

and guests.
Mr. Vinal died on July 14, 190-i, at the age of seventy-seven
A widow and seven daughters survive him, viz. Miss
years.
Anna Parker Vinal, a member of this society. Miss Mary Lowell
Vinal, Miss Martha Adams Vinal, Miss Josephine Vinal, Mrs.
Sarah A. (Yinal) Keene, Miss Leonora Vinal, and Miss Leslie

friends

:

T. Vinal.

Mr. Vinal

in religion

First Unitarian Society.

was a man

member

of the

In politics he was a Repubhcan.

He

was a Unitarian, and

a

and unimpeachable character;
successful in his business career and as a public official.
He
loved his native tow^n and city, and his memory was stored with
reminiscences of its history. An interesting paper by him recalling events of former times, and entitled "Neighborhood
Sketches," was read on January 8, 1903, before this society. Mr.
Vinal was amiable in his relations with others^ and a man with
innumerable friends, and in whom friends could place the most
He was one of the few men who w^ere born
implicit confidence.
As a prominent citizen of
entire
lives
in our city.
lived
their
and
no
more, his memory wiW
here
shall
meet
whom
we
Somerville,
of strong convictions

be recalled with feelings of the greatest respect.

October

3,

1904.

SomerviIIe

Historical

Society

Season of I904-I905

October 3

— Business Meeting.
— From the Stage

^November 2

The Romance

Coach

to the Parlor Car;

or,

of the Railroad in Massachusetts.

Charles E. Mann, Maiden.
November 16

— Old SomerviIIe and

" Charlestown End."

George Y. Wellington,
President Arlington Historical Society.

— Business Meeting.
^December 7 — Incidents in a Long Life in the Public Service.
Jairus Mann.
The
Beginnings
of the Boston and Lowell
—
21
December

December 5

Railroad.

Frank

E. Merrill.

*January 4 — An Evening with
Edwin Day Sibley.
—
Concerning Some Neighboring Historical Societies.
January 18

David H. Brown,
President Medford Historical
Eugene Tappan,
^February

I

Society.

Secretary Sharon Historical Society.
Sketch.
In and About Union
Square, No. 2.

— Neighborhood

—

Charles D. Elliot.

— Business Meeting.
February 15 — Boston in the Civil War — Chiefly from a Naval
View Point.
*March — The Flora of SomerviIIe.
Louise A. Vinal.
March 15 — Some Peculiarities of Our Ancestors.
February 6

I

D. P. Corey,
President Maiden Historical Society.

April 3

— Annual Meeting.

*Light refreshments will be served.

SAMUEL TUFTS HOUSE.

GEN.
See page

GREENE'S HEADQUARTERS.
92.

HISTORIC LEAVES
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GREGORY STONE AND SOJ.IE OF

HIS

No. 4

DESCENDANTS

3y Sara A. Stone
Simon, his elder brother, came to this
and
Stone,
Gregory
their
famihes
from England in 1635. Their English
country with
with probable accuracy back to one
traced
ancestry has been
Symond Stone, who lived in Much Bromley, Essex County.
His will was probated in 1510, and is now in possession of the
British Museum.
Simon and Gregory were great-great-grandsons of this Symond, and the record of their baptisms has been
found in the church register of Much Bromley, February 9,
15S5-G, and April 19, 1592, respectively. The marriage of Simon
to Joan Clark in 1616 is also there but the marriage of Gregory
to Margaret Garrad has been found in the parish register at
Nayland, Suffolk County. There are also records of the birth of
four children, and the burial of the mother and youngest v.ithin
two days of each other.
Gregory married for his second wife the widow Lydia
Cooper, who already had two children by her former husband.
The births of three more childen are recorded at Nayland. With
this family of eight children, the oldest seventeen, the youngest
three years, he crossed the water. Paige, in his History of Cambridge, thinks it probable that he came in the ship Defence, from
London, with the Rev. Thomas Shepherd, and some others.
This company, fleeing religious intolerance at home, embarked
in the early days of July, 1635, in a ship having "a bottom too
decayed and feeble indeed for such a voyage, so that a perilous
leak endangered her safety on the way hither.'"
Simon Stone came with his family on the ship Increase, also
from London, and settled in Watertown, where he and his descendants for several generations took a prominent part in the
affairs of the locality.
He was a grantee of eight lots, and later
was one of the largest land owners in the town. A considerable
;
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now occupied by Mt. Auburn and Cambridge

cemeteries once belonged to him.

According to tradition it was
house of colonial style, that, with
the extensive buildings connected with it, served six generations
of his descendants for two hundred years, till it was destroyed by
he

who

built the old-fashioned

fire.

In the beginning, W'atertown included a tract which
is

now

divided into \\'althani, Weston, and the largest part of Lin-

and that part of Cambridge lying east of JMt. Auburn
between Fresh Pond and Charles River, though
these tracts were probably not inhabited, and even Watertown.
proper being but sparsely sprinkled with houses. Charlestown
had already been settled, and Cambridge, then called ''Newe
Towne," seemis to have been ''designed merely as a fortified
place, very small in extent, and apparently without definite
bounds." The dividing line between Charlestown and Cambridge was established in 1632-3, and was substantially the
same as that which now divides Cambridge from Somerville.
A grant by the court in ^larch, 1G35-6, agreed that ''Newe
Towne" bounds ''shall run eight miles into the country from
their meeting-house." This grant secured to Cambridge, on its
northern border, the territory now cm.braced in Arlington, and
the principal part of Lexington. The reason for this extension
was that a restless spirit seemed to pervade the inhabitants, due
to several causes. Their large herds of cattle demanded more
room than was available. There were two clergymen having
great influence and large following, one of whom, Mr. Hooker,
deemed it wise to withdraw to some place more remote from
Boston, leaving Mr. Cotton a clear field in Newe Towne. There
coln,

Cemeterv,

were also

political rivalries.

This was the state of

affairs

when

the ship

Defence arrived

1635. Mr. Hooker tried to induce some of this
go with him to Connecticut, where he proposed to
establish a settlement, and did succeed in doing so. But Gregory
Stone decided to remain in Cambridge, probably being only too
glad to reach terra firma. after the long and arduous voyage.
If he had gone on to Connecticut, the lives of many people, his
in October,

company

to
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descendants, would have been different, and this story, perhaps,
would not have been written.
It is presumed that he settled first in Watertown, as he had
The first
large grants of land there, which he afterward sold.
incident of note after his arrival must have been the establishment of the ''first church gathering" in Newe Towne, destined
to become the first parish in Cambridge, now, as then, located in
Harvard Square. A quaint historian says the people were probably Ljummoned to the gathering by the roll of a drum, and could
be seen coming from all quarters. When the list of the church
members was written years later, Gregory Stone and all his
family were members in full communion all his children had
;

been baptized there. It is not known just when he joined, but
it must have been in the early days, as he was m.ade a freeman in
May, 163G. The conditions of this privilege, which was earnestly
desired by every man, were, "to be orthodox members of the
church, tw^enty years old, and w^orth £200."

As

part of the unrest of this time, there

of

these transactions, with

was moving to and
between Watertov/n and Newe Towne, and Gregory Stone
was one of those who moved to Newe Towne in 1637. He
bought a house and five acres of land of Roger Harlackenden,
Esq. By the boundaries given, this homestead or ''homestall,'*
must have been in the neighborhood of the Cambridge Observatory and Botanic Gardens.
By purchase and grants in later years he became a large
In 1638 he was Representative for Cambridge.
land-holder.
In the meantime there was work to do in the laying out of Newe
Towne, which, by order of the General Court in 1636, w^as called
Cambridge, and providing for its government. The records are
fro

full

the regulations

accompanying

each.

lots

For example, "Severall lotts granted by the Towne for wood
unto divers perfons. But the land to ly in Comon for ye

townes use."
''And the other fide Menotime Bridge, Gregory Stone, 13
acres."

"Gregory Stone hath

Comon

liberty

for his fence against the

to

fell

Comon."

fome timber on the
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*'At a Gen all meeting of the Inhabitants the Sth mo. 1652.
"The Towne do choofe mr Richard Chanipney, Gregory

Stone,

up

Tho

:

Marret, Ri

inftructions ffor the

Towne

:

Jackfon, and Gilbert Cracbone to draw

Townfmen, and prefent

the fame to the

4th, 10th. 52. to be allowed or diflowed

by a Generall
Vote of the Towne then met."
There seems to have been some question ''whether or Cow
Common were already lawfully stinted," so serious as to require
an audience before the magistrate of the county. Gregory Stone
was one of a committee w^iich should present ''ye true state of
ye buifsiness before them."

was a fence to be erected on the Watertown
and he was one of a committee of seven to '"confider & de-

l ater, there
line,

termine, the ordering,

making

^

maintaining of that fence."

People on the south side of the river, finding it a long distance to go to church in Cambridge, petitioned from time to
time to be set off as a separate precinct. A committee was appointed, of which Gregory Stone was one,, "to treat with or
Brethren & Neighbors on the fouth side the River 8z to ifsue the
matter with them according to the above proposiccon made &

agreed by the Towne."
Gregory Stone was by this time called '"Deacon" in all the
records, and his name appears on nearly every important committee, from that which was appointed to thin out the wood lots,

one commissioned to present before the General Court a protest against the arbitrary government of a Council or Parliament
in which they were not represented, this being contrary to the
to

mtent

it, at the same time
King. Here w^as the first
which, more than a hundred years later,

of their first patent, as they interpreted

avowing

their personal loyalty t6 the

whispering of the

spirit

was heard in full tones in the Declaration of Independence.
At a special session, commencing October 19, 166-1, "The
Court being met together and informed that several persons, inhabitants of Cambridge, were at the door and desiring liberty
to make known their errand, were called in, and Mr. Edward
Jackson, Mr. Richard Jackson, Mr. Edw^ard Oakes, and Deacon
Stone, coming before the Court, presented a petition from the

—

—
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Cambridge which was subscribed by very many
testified and declared their good content
and satisfaction they took and had in the present government in
church and commonweahh, with their resolution to be assisting
to and encouraging the same, and humbly desiring all means
might be used for the continuance and preservation thereof
''To the honoured Generall Court of Massachusetts Colonie.
The humble representation of the inhabitants of the towne of
Cambridg.
"For as much as we have heard that theire have beene repreinhabitants of

hands, in w'hich they

:

sentations

made unto

his

Majesty conserning divisions

us and dissatisfaction about the present

government

among
of

this

colome we whose names are under written, the inhabitants and
house holders of the towne above mentioned, doe hearby testify
our unanimous satisfaction in and adhearing to the present government so long and orderly estableshed, and our earnest desire
of the continuance theirof and of all the liberties and privileges
pertaining theirunto which are contained in the charter granted
by King James and King Charles the First of famous memory,
under the encouredgment and security of which charter we or
our fathers ventured over the ocean into this wildenesse through
great hazards, charges, and difliculties and we humbly desire
our honored General Court would addresse themselves by
humble petition to his Maiesty for his royall favour in the continuance of the present establishment and of all previleges
theirof, and that we may not be subjected to the arbitrary power
of any who are not chosen by this people according to theire
;

;

patent.

Cambridge the 17th

of the 8. 1664/'

Similar petitions were sent in from neighboring towns the

next day.

Among the names signed to this petition were those of
Gregory Stone and David and Samuel Stone, his sons. By this
it would seem that two at least of Gregory Stone's sons had follow^ed their father's footsteps.

In 1647, he had received a grant of 200 acres, more or
In this locality

less,

Heade of the 8 mile line toward Concord."
many had now settled, and his sons on their mar-

abutting "uppon the
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became

members

influential

of this
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community, which was

called ''The Farms."

Perhaps here might be interposed a brief record of the children of Gregory Stone, other than Samuel, in whom we are
chiefly interested.

John, the oldest, settled in that part of Sudbury which

now Framingham.,
Cambridge,

but in the latter part of

occupying the

h'is life

came back

is

to

homestead

after the death of his
wish expressed in the latter's will.
He was deacon of the church at Sudbury, and was employed by
the town in civil affairs. He was Representative for Cambridge
in 1682 and 1683.
He was elected ruling elder of the churcli

father, in 1672, carrying out a

at

Cambridge

as he died

place

may

in 1682, but held the office for a short time only,

the next

year.

The stone which marks

his burial

be found in the old cemetery at Harvard Square.

Daniel, the second son, was a ''Chirurgeon," and resided in

Cambridge and Boston.
David, the third, did not hold any important
parently was well

known

office,

but ap-

"The Farms," as his
name. Samuel Stone, ''David's

in the precinct of

son Samuel sometimes sisfned his
Son."
There were two daughters, Elizabeth, who settled in
Ipswich, and Sarah, who married Joseph Merriam and lived at
Concord.
John Cooper, the son of Gregory Stone's second wife, by
her flrst husband, became a prominent citizen of Cambridge.

He was selectman thirty-eight years, town clerk thirteen years,
and deacon of the church twenty-three years.
His sister, Lydia, married David Fiske, and resided part of
the time on Linnaean Street, Cambridge, and afterwards at "The
Farms," where he was one of the most prominent men. He was
a wheelwright, but much employed in public service, especially
He was selectman in 1688, Representaas a surveyor of lands.
tive in the critical period of 1689. At 'The Farms" he was precinct clerk and assessor the first subscriber for a meeting-house
;

named member

of the church.
In tracing the career of Gregory Stone, as found in the

there,

and the

first

—
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one comes upon the same names again and again.
Comparison with the list of those who^ it was presumed, came in
the ship Defence at the same time as he, shows that they were
records,

fellow-workers in the upbuilding of the infant settlement.

In

1647, on the death of one of these, Nathaniel Sparohauke, father

John Cooper's wife, he was appointed appraiser of part of his
He was one of the executors of the will of his brother
estate.
Simon, who died in 1665.
At the beginning of the year 1668 there is recorded an
of

order of the selectmen for the ''cattichifing of the youth of the

Deacon Stone, and Deacon Chefholme were appointed
"The Farms." Two years
later a similar order is recorded, with Edward Oakes as his associate.
Another item says: "Deacon Stone & Deacon Cooper for
those fam. on the west side of the Common, and for Watertown
lane, as far towards the town as Samuel Hastings'."
At this time he was on a committee for dividing the common lands on the south side of the river in the precinct which
there also seems to have been a
I presume is now Brighton
tract which for some reason reverted to the town, and a committee was appointed to settle the damages. In nearly all work
of this kind, requiring good judgment and impartial decision, he
had a part.
Two curious items in the church records show that Deacon
Stone was called on to take charge of the arrangements and pay
the expenses of certain funerals.
They are as follows
"March 16, 1668-9. To Deacon Stone by a pair of Shooes
and a pound of suger, because the deacon had silver though they
cost him 4s 6d had
3s 6d
"February 4, 1670. Payd in silver, by the apoyntment of the
town.''

to perform that office for the youth at

;

:

committee for the mynister house unto the deputie governor
Francis Willoughby, by Deacon Stone and Thomas Chesholm, as appears by his discharge wch Deacon Stone hath, for
the dischong of Mr. Mitchell's funerall the sum of 8 pounds, 13

Mr

shillings, 6 pence.

I

say the

sum

of

Mr. Mitchell had served the parish long and
minister.

£8 13s 6d"
faithfully as

its.

—
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The last committee upon which Gregory Stone served was
one which was to have charge of building a stone fence four feet
high, with two gates, on the line between Watertown and CamThere is reason to think that this work was never carbridge.
ried out on the part of the committee.
On November 30, 1672. Gregory Stone died at the age of

He was

eighty years.
bers of

the

been

deacon for

its

"first

"the last survivor" of the original

at least

mem-

Cambridge. He had
fourteen years, and in all probability

church gathering"

at

for twice that length of time.

Ten days
clear

and

effects.

before his death he

definite

The

will

terms his

made

his will, expressing in

wishes as to

has been printed in the

the disposal of

New

his

England Historic-

Genealogical Register, volume 8, page 69, and is one of the very
few papers left by him which the worms and teeth of time have
not devoured, and which lies at the foundation of the genealogy
The opening paragraph is worthy of full quotaof his race.
tion

:

'Tn the name of God-Amen. I, Gregory Stone of Camin New England, being through the Lord's favor
of
sound judgment and memory, do make and ordeine my last will

bridge

my immortall soul I do
armes and mercyes of God my Maker,
Jesus Christ my only redeemer, and to the holy spirit, to carr)^
mee on Sz lead mee forever, my body to be decently interred at
the discrcion of my Xian friends.''
For some unknown reason, out of the twelve or more
known grandchildren, he singled out one, to whom he gave by
special bequest "my little cow called mode and my little young
colt, or five pounds, provided he live with my wife one year after
my decease, & do her faithful service according to his best ability,
during which time my wife shall find him his meat, drink, and
cloathing, & at the end of the year deliver him the above-named
cow and colt." His sons John and Samuel were appointed
executors. To his wife's children, John and Lydia Cooper, were
given ten pounds each, and Lydia's daughter, whom he called
his grandchild, was given two acres of land.
Si

Testamt

in

manner

freely resigne into the

following, viz.

:

—
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Judging from the inventory, the house he left was a commodious one for the time. The inventory mentions a parlor and
hall, with chambers over both, but the contents of all are of miscellaneous description.

A

few of the items

of the price of different articles

A
A
A
A

will give

some idea

:

£

s

d

tann coatt
gray Jackit

00

12

00

00

05

00

red wastcoatt

00

01

06
06

man's hoode

A payrr of moofe leather gloves
A feather bed, bolfter, and two pillowes
A payrr of sheets
Two

blankits

A coverlit
A payrr of Cotton
A warming pan
A bible

sheets

00

01

00

02

00

02

13

00

00
00
00

03

00

12

00
00

16

00

15

00

00

07

04

00
00

pfalme booke

00

01

00

Three printed books

00

02

02

00

00
00

00

09

00

02

06

00

03

00

01

00

00

01

02

00

A table and forms
A table and two forms

00

07

00

01

04

00

Three bedsteds

00

09

00

12 Busholls of Apples

00

32

00

beefe tallow, a butter tub and lanthorn

00

07

00

gray mare and colt

03

00

00

young cow
Two oxen
It would seem by

03
11

00

00

00

00

17 pewter difhes great

& small

Three pewter pots and a beaker
16 spoons

Two

A

pewter candlesticks

fowling piece

fine table cloth

A
A

&

towolls

this list that cotton sheets and pewter ware
were among the high-priced articles of household furniture, probably because they were imported articles. We wonder what kind
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of a bedstead could be worth only three shillings.
It will be
noted that forms are mentioned instead of chairs. Bed furnishings and wearing apparel were abundant, but held at a low valuation.

In the old cemetery at Harvard Square, a foot stone,

shows the last resting place of Gregory Stone.
years ago a descendant erected a granite monument near
G.

S.,

marked

A
it,

few
with

suitable inscription.

Deacon Samuel Stone
Samuel, the only son of Gregory Stone by his second wife,
was baptized on February 4, 1630, in the church at Nayland, Suffolk County, England.
He was five years old when the family
came to this country. His education must have been obtained
Possibly he went to the "faire Gramone established in the settlement, taught by
Elijah Corlet, a school which prepared students for Harvard College, and which was situated near the spreading chestnut tree,
celebrated in Longfellow's poem.
He was married on June 7, 1655, to Sarah Stearns, of Watertown, and located at "The Farms." He was made freeman in
1657.
He became a prosperous farmer and land-holder, and his
name frequently appears on the records for various services.
For the first and almost the only time the name of Stone is
found among those fined for "felling and ftroying timb on ye
comon lands." in the record of a meeting of the selectmen, held
in 1660.
This was not an unusual misdemeanor in those days.
In
In 1663-4-7 he was appointed surveyor of highways.
between
bounds
Concommittee
run
the
to
1G69 he was one of a
cord and Cambridge. In 1673 he was appointed constable, an
in the schools of the time.

mer

School,'' the first

office

somewhat

similar to that of

townsman

he was commissioned "to looke after the

or selectman.

Common

Later

fencis for the

farmes neere Concord."
Upon complaint made by him and Joseph Merriam, his
brother-in-law, "of the low and pore Condifhon of John Johnson,
the selectmen doe reqeft Samuell Stone and Joseph Merriam to
take care for his fuply for his present nefefitye, and to.be fupplyed
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out of the town rate from the Constable Ifack Stones, not exceeding fourty fhilHngs untill further order be taken."
In 1681 he was appointed selectman, and also in 1688 and
1692; the selectmen then performed the duty of assessors, until

He was also appointed on a com1697, except in the year 1694.
ministry" in 1683 and 1691, and
the
mittee to make a ''rate for
was chosen Commissioner in 1693 and 1695.
The following quotation from a report of a committee appointed to lay out the bounds of a meadow of eighty acres, more
or less, not far from the Concord bounds, is interesting from the
curious spelling: "this is by us marked Rounde that medow
where it is next the Comon with this mark ^ with A markin oyrn
on that side of many trees nex the medow, the proprietors being
with us and consenting to what we have done.
"famuell ftone, fenr,
''david fifke, fenr,

"Mathew

He

bredge, fenr."

served on a committee which w^as appointed to "devid

the lands conteyned betwixt oburne Concord and our head line,"

and "alsoe to leave Convenient high ways of two rod wide between the divifions or Squadrents where need requires for a high
way."

An

order of the Court establishing what was called a "single

rate" w^as passed in

November, 1646, the

every twenty shillings estate.

In the

rate to be

list

one penny for
and estates

of persons

August, 1688, the name of Samuel Stone, Sr., is given
showing that he was a man of large
landed property. In these days of high rates of taxation the sum
of lis 9d seems absurdly small, however.
Meanwhile the inhabitants of "The Farms," finding it difficult to perform their religious duties, which no "right New England man" thought of shirking, living, as some of them did, ten
miles from the meeting-house, petitioned to be set off as a sepa-

taken

in

as paying the highest tax,

Cambridge was so much opposed that the petition
was not granted nor was a second appeal two years later. But
"The Farmers," feeling the justice of their cause, persevered, and
in 1691 were given permission to establish a church, though they
remained a part of Cambridge in civil affairs until 1713.
rate precinct.

;
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Samuel Stone was prominent

in this

new

[January,

venture, being one

on the commitengage the preacher, and one of the first deacons.
The
funds for building the meeting-house were raised by subscription,
and the paper is the oldest upon the records, and is prized accordingly, bearing, as it does, the names of the principal inhabit-

of the signers of the petition to the General Court,

tee to

ants of the precinct at a critical time in
to say that

Samuel Stone's name

is

history.

its

among

It is

needless

the foremost, people

The same is true
payment of the minister's salary. The next
year a piece of land was bought for the "benefit of the ministry,"
and it was paid for by the same means.
It was the custom of the time to invite the magistrates to be
in those

days giving according to their means.

of the tax for the

present at such important occasions as the organization of a

church.

The event

at

'The Farms"

w^as

new

no exception, and com-

bined the ordination of the minister with the signing of the cove-

nant by the members.

Judge Sewall was one

of the invited

guests, and in his journal, after a description of the exercises,

adds, "Mr. Stone and Mr. Fiske thanked

me

for

my

assistance

David Fiske was chosen clerk, and Samuel Stone
deacon. The two were the first to sign the covenant, being
among the ten men dismissed from churches in Cambridge,
Watertown, Woburn, and Concord to enter into the work. The
names of a son of each are also found in the list, and their wives
were admitted later. Deacon Stone had been a member of the
church at Cambridge, and all his children had been baptized

there."

there.

The
was
was

minister chosen served less than a year, and a m.eeting

new supply. The Rev. John Hancock
and the senior deacon and the clerk were ap-

called to consider a

their choice,

pointed "to treat with him."

While the

of the church were proceeding so satisfacwere also progressing. The settlement had
come to be called "Cambridge Farms," and in the year 1694, by
the order of the Treasurer of the Province, a board of assessors
was chosen to perform the duties which had previously been attended to by the selectmen. Samuel Stone was one of these, and
was appointed again in 1695 and 1697.
afifairs

torily, civil affairs
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Early m the new century the question of the bounds between
Cambridge and Watertown seems not to have been settled, or, at
least, the marks and monuments needing to be renewed, a committee was appointed in each town to attend to the matter.
Samuel Stone was one of the committee from Cambridge.
At a town meeting held in April, 1711, the people voted to
buy a piece of land near the meeting-house for a public common,
the same to be paid for by subscription. The names of several
Stones appear on this list.
Samuel Stone was twice married; his first wife died in 1700,
and his second survived him thirteen years. He died at the age
"In ye old burying ground"
of eighty-five, September 27, 1715.
in Lexington, on the circular drive at the southern end, is a row
of twelve slate stones, bearing the

that of

Samuel Stone,

Sr.,

name

of Stone.

the second that of his

The

first is

first wife.

Samuel Stone, West
Samuel Stone, the oldest son of Deacon Samuel Stone, was
born at Cambridge Farms October 1, 1656.
On account of
duplicate names in the family, to avoid confusion, he was designated Samuel Stone, West, to distinguish him from his cousin,
David Stone's son, who was called Samuel Stone, East.
He married Dorcas Jones, of Concord, June 12, 1679. He
probably resided in what is now Lincoln, somewhat nearer the
church at Concord than the one at Cambridge, for the births of
all his children are recorded there.
He was taxed, however, in
Cambridge, as his name is on the tax list of 1688. He was freeman in 1682. He took a prominent part in the establishment of
the church at "The Farms" in 1691 and later, being one of the
signers of the first covenant, as has been related.
In 1698 his
wife was admitted to the church from Concord, and from that
time their interests seem to have been w^holly in the town of Lexington, as it was called by order of the Court, in 1713.
According to an (unofficial) estimate of the population, it had
increased from forty-five to over 500 in the sixty years between
1655 and 1715, so that it is not rem.arkable that he should be interested in and take a prominent part in the affairs of the town
which had grown with his growth.
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grandchild of one of the early settlers in Lexington says:

old patriarch has often related with tears in his eyes the

poverty and destitution experienced, the hardships borne, and the

endured by the

trials

inhabitants of the place.

first

Their dwell-

—the

same room serving the various
purposes of kitchen and parlor, dining-room and bedroom, storehouse and workshop. Their furniture was of the most primitive
kind blocks or forms made of split logs furnished seats, wooden
spoons, made with a knife, enabled them to eat their bread and
ings were small and rude

;

milk, or bean porridge, out of rude bowls or troughs, cut with an

axe from blocks of wood." The terror from Indians must have
been even worse. It is related that, after a massacre by the Indians at Framingham, during King Philip's War, a little girl was
taken away to Canada, but was afterward rescued and brought
back.

The

tales

she could picture to her daughter,

in this narrative later on,

On

can best be

left

the death of Samuel Stone's father.

1715, he w^as appointed deacon to

fill

who

figures

to the imagination.

Deacon Stone,

the vacancy.

He

in

also suc-

ceeded his father in the homestead. He was selectman in 1714,
In 1735 there were twenty-five slaves in town,
1715, and 1723.
in most cases kept as house servants.
It is said that Deacon
Stone had one. His long life of eighty-seven years was brought
to a close June 17, 1743.
In the row of slate stones in "ye Old
Burying Ground," his is the eleventh, or the second from the
further end and that of his wife, who died three years later, has
;

been placed beside
years.

it.

This couple lived together sixty-four
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THE SCHOOLS OF CHARLESTOWN BEYOND THE
NECK — REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
Frank Mortimer Hawes

(Continued.)

Our account

of the ''school"

been brought down to 1754.
continue

its

beyond Charlestown Neck has

The

object of this paper will be to

history to 1793.

After the bounds of Medford were definitely established,
left three school districts, which we, not the records,
have chosen to call the Milk Row, the Alew^ife Brook, and the
Gardner Row. The first of these embraced nearly the whole of
what is now Somerville; the second may be said to have extended from the Old Powder House well up into Arlington the
third lay wholly in that town and along by the Mystic ponds.
As
we have indicated, the town books afford very meagre information, and we are forced to content ourselves, for the most part,
with a list of the local committee for each year, and the sums of

there were

;

money appropriated.
From 1754 to 1765,
voted
1.

m.

in

town meeting

amount
was £180, or £24,

a period of eleven years, the

for these outside districts

In the last-mentioned year a readjustment of the taxes

creased this appropriation to £34,

1.

m.,

and

it

remained at

in-

this

sum until 1775. As was stated in our last chapter, no money
seems to have been raised by taxation for school purposes that
year.
Evidently the schools on the peninsula were both closed
for a time, but from a perusal of the selectmen's books we conclude that the three schools which we are considering were continued without any marked interruption, for the local committee
ceased not to disburse sums received from the town treasurer,
sums varying, to be sure, from year to year, but which by 1781
had returned somewhat

to the old basis of things.

time the appropriation slowly increased, until the

sum

From

that

for outside

educational purposes amounted in 1792 to £80.

The management of all the schools was nominally in the
hands of the selectmen, but for many years previous to 1754 a
local committee w^as annually appointed, to attend to all matters

;
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pertaining to these outside schools, such as furnishing
the winter

fire,

making

repairs, hiring

[January,

wood

for

and paying the teachers.

For nineteen years, from 1752 to 1770, inclusive, the local
committeeman for Milk Row was Samuel Kent, whose father,
Joseph Kent, we have seen, held a similar position for some years
before that. During this long period he disbursed, on an aver-

money for this school.
Compared with the present outlay in the same district, this seems
a mere trifle, but perhaps this man, for his faithfulness to public
duties, is deserving of an enduring monument, such as the nam-

age, less than £12 yearly of the town's

full as much
who have been thus

ing of a school building for himself and his family,
as

some

our more modern worthies

of

honored.

The Kent

family was long identified with the history of

The grandfather of Samuel came here from Dedham in 1653, and left a good estate to his children. Ebenezer, a
distant cousin of Samuel, was the ancestor of Hon. William H.
Kent, one of the mayors of Charlestown. Joseph Kent died May
Charlestown.

and was the father of nine
mention of seventy-four acres at
Winter Hill, bounded, east, by a rangeway west, by Peter Tufts
Besides several smaller parcels, he left to his son Samuel
etc.
sixteen acres, bought of N. Hay ward, near Winter Hill, and the
use of twelve acres of wood. He bequeathed his negro Peggy
to his daughter Mehitabel
Venus to his daughter Rebecca
Jenny to his son Benjamin and Violet to his son Stephen. The
will of his widow, probated 1762, mentions her negro girl Jane.
Samuel, the fifth child, born July 18, 1714, lived and died
probably on what is now Somerville avenue. The family homestead is still standing above the Middlesex Bleachery, near Kent
street.
Mr. Kent was a blacksmith, and, like his father, held va30, 1753, in his seventy-ninth year,

In his will there

children.

is

;

;

;

rious

town

offices,

including that of selectman.

valuable work, to which

mation,

is

are indebted for

wrong when it says
Neck May 2, 1768.

that

On

much

Wyman's
of

in-

our infor-

Mr. Kent was schoolmaster

that date the record merely
he received an order for his proportion of the money
the said school.
Probably he served in his capacity as com-

outside the
states that

for

we
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mitteeman until his death. His estate was administered by the
widow, 1771. In the inventory, among other items, was a parcel
of forty acres, bounded, south, by a range; east, by W. Tufts;
north, by D. Wood; west, by Peter Tufts, John Pigeon, etc.
With the house and shop went seven and one-half acres, bounded
by the road on the northeast, and southwest by land of Samuel
Tufts.

November

27, 1740,

Samuel Kent married

into a remarkable

family, remarkable as far as Somerville history

among whose numerous

descendants are

many

is

concerned,

of the present

day

them blessed. Of the children of Joseph^
(Joseph^, John^) Adams, of Cambridge, Rebecca married Samuel
Kent Anne became the wife of Peter Tufts, Jr. and Mary marTwo sons of Joseph Adams,
ried Nathan Tufts, his brother.
through their children, figure in this history, Thomas* Adams
being the father of Hannah, the wife of Walter Russell, to whom
reference will be made in our next paper; and Joseph* Adams
(styled deacon), whose children contrive to confuse us still further
with their marriages, for Anna became the wife of Timothy Tufts,
another brother of Peter, Jr., and Hannah married Peter Tufts,
to rise

up and

call

;

;

—

Nathan^ Adams took to wife Rebecca, the daughter
Jr., and Joseph^ Adams (styled major) married, for his
wife,
first
Lucy, the daughter of our Samuel Kent. Samuel and
Rebecca (Adams) Kent had seven children, some of whom died
in infancy.
Besides the above-mentioned Lucy, there was an
"only son," Samuel, Jr., and daughters Sarah and Rebecca, who
became the first and the second w4fe, respectively, of Nathaniel
Hawkins.
The next to serve the Milk Row school was a prominent personage, in his day, in this part of Charlestown.
He and the
faithful partner of his toils are perhaps the best-known local

the third

;

of Peter,

figures of that eighteenth century time.

We refer to

Peter Tufts,

and Anne Adams Tufts. He was elected to his office May
For an ac7, 1771, and continued therein two or three years.
count of him the reader is referred to the admirable article on
the Tufts family, by Dr. E. C. Booth, in Vol. L of this magazine.
A few additional dates may not be out of place. This worthy
Jr.,
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couple were married April 19, 1750.

Their graves

in the old Phipps-street yard, Charlestown,

where

[January,

may
it

is

be seen

recorded

Mr. Tufts died March 4, 1791, aged sixty-three, and his
widow, February 7, 1813, aged eighty-four. A list of their
twelve children, with some of their descendants, may be found in
that

Wyman's ''History of Charlestown."
The next name to interest us is that

May
of Stephen Miller.
was voted that he have an order for what he had expended for the school, £21 3s 4d and April 18, 1776, we read:
"Agreed with Stephen Miller, one of the committee for the school
without the Neck, that he have an order for £34 10s Od, the
whole sum named for said school. But as Mr. Gardner's and
Mr. Russell's orders were drawn (but not paid) and recorded in
this book, this is deducted, and makes his payment £20 17s 4d."
These am^ounts, then, represent what it cost the town of Charlestown to maintain the Milk Row school, at the time of the Revolution.
It also shows us that, unlike the one on the peninsula,
this school was not suspended, at least for any length of time,
2,

1774,

it

:

during the exciting scenes that followed the eventful April 19,
1775.

Stephen Miller represented one of the old families of SomerHe was the son of James^ (James-, Richard^) Miller and
Abigail Frost, and was born in 1718. He followed the blacksmith's trade, and died February, 1791, aged seventy- three.
By
his will, he left to the negroes of the town £20, and made generous
provision for the widovv' and children of his brother James, besides remembering other relatives.
This James Miller w^as slain
on Som.erville soil by the British on the day of the Lexington and
Concord fight, and near the spot a tablet has been placed to com-

ville.

memorate the

From
men, who

event.

1776 to 1793 Milk

Row

school was directed by three

committeeman,
Samuel Tufts, and Nathaniel Hawkins.
Some
time before 1776 we read that the citizens in town meeting assembled, for some reason or other, discontinued the practice of
choosing a local superintendent, and voted that the selectmen
should have sole charge of the school without the Neck, and full

Timothy

in turn acted in the capacity of local

Tufts,
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powers '*to proportion the money among the inhabitants as they
Often, no doubt, these three gentlemen,
shall judge equitable."
v/ithout any special appointment, performed their school duties
because they were members of the board of selectmen; and
Stephen Miller may have served his constituents in consequence
of such authority.
October 10, 1776, Timothy Tufts is first mentioned, when he
received for the school under his care the sum of £22 13s 5d.

May

8,

1780, the year of inflated values, the selectmen, with

Samuel Gardner added, were made a committee to regulate all
the schools, and the following December Mr. Tufts, as one of this
body, received for his school the enormous sum of £1,771 2s 6d.
In 1782 Mr. Tufts, selectman, was empowered to disburse for the
Milk Row school £35 5s.
And thus it was, with varying
amounts, from that year to 1788. In November, 1790, he seems
to have been appointed to this office for the last time.
More than
once, with Nathaniel Hawkins, he was empowered to make a
division of the school money, and December, 1791, we read that
he had an order on the town treasurer for £3 17s 6d, to furnish
wood for the school under his care.
The name of Samuel Tufts does not occur very often in connection with school afifairs. As town treasurer, he w^as thrown
into close relations with the selectmen, and must have been intimately acquainted with the school
1778, with Caleb Call,

in his

own

section.

Samuel Gardner, and Philemon

May

11,

Russell,

he was appointed to regulate the outside schools of the town.
The following year this committee consisted of Samuel Tufts,
Samuel Gardner, and Amos Warren.
February, 1782, the
school, under the direction of Samuel Tufts, received £29 10s to
offset the expenses of the year before.
Nathaniel Hawkins, generally styled Collector Hawkins, as
one of the selectmen, was acting for the schools as early as 1783.
His first recorded service was in 1784, when he was appointed,
with Esquire Tufts, to select teachers for the outside schools.
January 2, 1786, he was put at the head of a committee of three
"to collect the number of children, both male and female, in each
This was
of the three districts, between the ages of 5 and 16."
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[January,

our first school census. It is much to be regretted that we have
not the results of their investigations. We have already referred
to Mr. Hawkins' services, in

To do

the school money.

company with Mr.

Tufts, in dividing

concerned
have no reason to believe that these
gentlemen were unsuccessful. June, 1788, Mr. Hawkins is first

men

required

of tact.

this to the satisfaction of all

We

recorded as receiving his proportion of the town
school in his

district.

Again, January

5,

money

1789, he

is

for the

one

of a

committee of five to divide the school money for the year preceding, according to the taxes, and Milk Row received £31 2s 8d.
February 7, 1791, the same amount was disbursed by him; in
in February, 1793, £41.
These sums are each for the
1792, £38
year preceding. As Mr. Hawkins continued his services into the
next period of our school history, we will leave further mention
;

him for some future chapter.
Samuel Tufts, like his brothers Peter, Nathan, and Timothy,
found a helpmate among the Adamses, of Cambridge, but Martha
Adams, his wife, was not, I believe, a daughter of Joseph Adams.
Our interest in Samuel Tufts to-day centres chiefly in the old
homestead on Somerville avenue, where his father dwelt before
him. Here he lived out a useful life of ninety-one (91) years, and
of

Dr. Booth, in the

died in 1828.

article before

us a delightful picture of the old gentleman

—as he used to

—

mentioned, gives
tall,

white-haired,

sunning himself on his porch
from
children
the
old
schoolhouse
at the corner of the
as the
This house,
his
house
burying ground would come to
for water.

and rather stern

now marked

with

building in our
sociations

We

its

city.

sit

historic tablet,

Long may

it

we

are told,

be spared for

its

is

the oldest

venerable as-

!

can see these brothers,

fair

types of the generation which

they represented, as they rode to Charlestown and back, often
late at night,

summer and winter,
Timothy, who died

in their faithful attendance to

in 1805, seems to have gained
and no doubt the title of "Squire" became
him well. That he was regarded with some familiarity, in spite
of the dignity of his office, we gather from the fact that the town
books not unfrequently speak of him as "Timy" Tufts. An inter-

public duties.

the

more

distinction,

—
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view with his grandson and namesake, who is peacefully passing
his days as Somerville's oldest (native) citizen, in the home of his
ancestors on Elm street, should not be missed by those who have
any veneration for the past services of a noteworthy family. The
college on our borders, we trust, will add lustre to the name of
Tufts when all of that race are dead and gone. What can Somerville do to honor those who so carefully guarded the domestic
interests of this little community in days that were fraught with
great deeds, but marked, as well, with an Arcadian simplicity?

During

name

all

the years which

we have been considering

of not a single teacher for the

Milk

Row

the

school appears

upon the

records.
Again, there is no evidence that the town of
Charlestown had as yet incurred the expense of building a schoolhouse for this section. To judge from the records, there was
never a time, after 1736, when there was no building. Perhaps
its

erection dated from the days

when

Isaac Royal was

making

Neck. The following are some of the brief references to a structure which stood
probably where a later schoolhouse was built, on a corner of the
present cemetery lot, Somerville avenue.
After January, 1790,
the school districts were designated by numbers, that in Charlestown proper being No. 1, and ours at Milk Row No. 2
February 11, 1783, to pay Samuel Tufts £9 10s for repairs
his munificent gifts to the school without the

:

at the schoolhouse.

February

24, 1785, to allow

Timothy

Tufts, Esq., order for

repairs of schoolhouse, £5 3s.

February

7,

1791,

Timothy

school without the Neck,

July

3,

1792, Joseph

Tufts, Esq., bill for repairing

7s.

Adams'

bill

for repairing school

£2 4s 7d.

[To be continued.]
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