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Junior Bashevkin
wins $10,000
Astronaut Scholarship
by

Chase Boggio

Contributing Writer

Junior Samuel Bashevkin on
Oct. 19 was awarded $10,000
from the Astronaut Scholarship
Foundation for his accomplishments in the field of biology.
The award commends
research conducted by college juniors or seniors in the
science, technology, engineering or mathematics
fields, according to Andrea
Canterbury, communications
manager for the Astronaut
Scholarship Foundation.
The scholarship, established in 1984 by the Mercury
Seven astronauts, began with
$1,000 awards and has since
grown to include grants of
$10,000 given to 28 students
from different colleges and
universities across the country, Canterbury explained.
Dean of the School of Arts
and Sciences Joanne BergerSweeney, University President
Anthony Monaco and former
NASA astronaut Jeffrey Hoffman
were all in attendance at the
award ceremony, which took
place in the Alumnae Lounge.
Professor of Biology Jan
Pechenik nominated Bashevkin,
a biology major, for the award.
“[Bashevkin is] a really good
student — he works hard, he
has excellent grades and he
enjoys thinking,” Pechenik said.
“He’s not just taking courses to
get a grade. He actually enjoys
learning things.”
The Astronaut Scholarship
award is presented to students
who possess a special sort of
drive and who want to make a
difference in the world through
research, Canterbury said.
“I think probably every
case is different, and I think
they’re looking for people who

are really enthusiastic about
doing research and who like to
think, ask good questions and
work carefully,” Pechenik said.
“They’re also interested in people that are doing research that
somehow relates to the goals of
the [NASA] space exploration
program.”
Bashevkin believes that his
research project on marine
snails, as well as the recommendation from his advisor
Pechenik, helped him win the
award. He said the scholarship money will go towards his
Tufts tuition, and that winning
the award has improved his
confidence.
“[Bashevkin is in the laboratory] at odd hours during the
week, and sometimes he’s here
in the evenings and sometimes
you see him on the weekends,” Pechenik said. “I think
it’s that dedication to research
that probably helped put him
over the top. He thinks about
what he’s doing and why he’s
doing it, and he’s never afraid
to ask if there’s something he’s
unsure about.”
Bashevkin is particularly
interested in marine biology,
Pechenik said, explaining that
Bashevkin’s research focuses
on marine snails between tide
lines that are exposed to severe
heat, freezing and dehydration.
“Trying to figure out how
these animals would stand
these kinds of intense stresses
probably has some relationship to understanding how
life might be able to cope with
some of the stresses in space,”
Pechenik said.
Pechenik explained that Tufts
is an ideal place to prepare students to win a scholarship of
this caliber.
see ASTRONAUT, page 2

Somerville officials approve
first urban agriculture
ordinance
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

The City of Somerville has
passed a new urban agriculture
ordinance that establishes rules
for local farming, chicken keeping and beekeeping.
The ordinance addresses the
growing amount of urban agriculture activity in Somerville and
promotes these activities through
acknowledging and regulating
current practices, according to
Luisa Oliveira, senior planner for
landscape design in Somerville.
Urban agriculture is the practice of raising animals and crops
in an urban environment, without large facilities or land. The

set of rules is the first urban agriculture ordinance in the state of
Massachusetts, although similar
regulations exist in other states,
Oliveira said.
Somerville Mayor Joseph
Curtatone first proposed the
ordinance about eight months
ago, according to Oliveira.
“I think probably the most
important thing that it tries to
accomplish is to allow people to
do these practices and encourage it, at the same time trying to
mitigate any conflicts between
neighbors because [Somerville
is] the densest city in the
Northeast,” she said. “We also
see AGRICULTURE, page 2

John Ramatowski for the Tufts Daily

Tufts course catalogs will not appear in printer starting this semester.

Course catalog goes entirely digital
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

Starting this semester, the
Registrar’s Office is no longer
offering printed versions of
course catalogs, instead making class listings available
online only.
Jo Ann Jack, registrar for the
Schools of Arts and Sciences
and Engineering, explained
that there were a number of
reasons for no longer printing
course catalog booklets.
“This decision has been a few
years in the making and factors
in changes in technology, environmental concerns and trends
in student behavior,” Jack told
the Daily in an email. “While
we are on the verge of rolling
out enhanced technology for
course registration, it seemed
like the right time to retire the

paper booklet.”
According to Jack, the environmental impact of printing
lengthy course catalogs was a
major motive for the change.
Approximately 1,000 booklets
have been recycled over the past
three semesters, she added.
“First and foremost is the
university’s green initiative that
helped to drive this decision,”
Jack said.
The change was also prompted by the fact that the booklet
quickly goes out of date given
the constant revisions made to
courses throughout the semester, Jack said.
“We are implementing a
new
[Integrated]
Student
Information System (iSIS),
which will allow for students to
search for courses in an integrated way with registration,”
Jack said.

Program Director for the
Office of Sustainability Tina
Woolston hopes that more documents will continue to go digital in the future.
“I think it’s fabulous. The
thing that I would be most
interested in doing ... is I would
love to be able to calculate savings from that,” Woolston said.
Woolston noted that many
undergraduate
application
materials and freshman orientation documents are now
entirely online, which set a
precedent for going paperless.
“We have Trunk now, so lots
of professors are putting documents online on Trunk, instead
of printing out handouts and
syllabi and stuff like that, especially the younger professors,”
Woolston added.
see CATALOG, page 2

Black Solidarity Day rally examines notions of
blackness, diversity
by Sara

Taxman

Contributing Writer

Members of the Tufts community gathered on the Mayer
Campus Center’s lower patio
Monday to celebrate Black
Solidarity Day with a rally organized by the Pan-African Alliance.
The event brought together black
Tufts students, their advocates
and interested passers-by, as
well as guest speakers like famed
blogger, poet, scholar and author
Brandon Lacy Campos.
“Blackness needs a radical redefinition,” Campos told
the audience in his keynote
address, which preceded student speeches.
The rally, which dealt with
identity and race-related issues

Inside this issue

kyra sturgill / the tufts daily

Monday’s rally centered on race and identity issues.
nationally and at Tufts, departed
notably from the Black Solidarity
Day events of the past two years,
during which speakers focused
on the decades-old demand that
the university create an Africana
studies major.

After last year’s rally, approximately 60 students marched from
the Campus Center to hold a sitin at Dean of Arts and Sciences
Joanne Berger-Sweeney’s office.
see SOLIDARITY, page 2
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University looks
to avoid further
course confusion
CATALOG
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The Pan-African Alliance’s Black Solidarity Day rally brought together members of the Tufts community to explore the meaning of blackness
in today’s society.

Speakers discuss black solidarity, history of oppression
SOLIDARITY

continued from page 1

There, they worked to convince her and
other high-level administrators to enter
negotiations that led to the debut of the
major this semester.
Rally organizer Jameelah Morris, a
senior, said in her speech that the Africana
studies major and annual events like the
rally are stepping stones in a long road.
“We need to sustain these seeds and
allow them to grow,” she said.
Student a cappella groups Essence and
S-Factor provided a soundtrack to the event
with renditions of the gospel songs “Something
‘Bout the Spirit of Jesus” and “One More Time.”
Performers shared histories, personal stories
and motivational words.

Logan Cotton, a senior who helped
organize the event, said bringing everyone together to appreciate the commonalities in the black experience was an
attempt to connect the black community
with the Tufts community as a whole.
David Gertner, a senior who attended
the event, described the high energy at
the rally.
“I was pleasantly surprised with not
only the incredible turnout, but also the
great encouragement and agreement I
saw among the audience,” he said. “I saw
smiles and heard loud, incessant cheers.”
According to Morris, the purpose of the
event was to express the meaning and the
application of blackness. During the rally,
Campos aimed to redefine the word, while

senior Tabias Wilson provided the history
behind it and Morris expressed her desire
to sustain historical education.
In his speech, Campos called for the
reshaping of institutions that contribute
to the oppression of people of color.
“Today, we have no laws or institutions that force us to segregate or to
behave in a certain way — we do it all on
our own,” he said. “We need to break the
chains ourselves.”
The Campus Center rally on Monday
was followed by a dinner reception
and open microphone in the Cabot
Intercultural Center.
—Martha Shanahan contributed reporting
to this article.

Ashley Siegel, a sophomore, voiced
support for publishing the course catalog exclusively online.
“I think it’s good because you can
seriously access the same exact thing
online, so it’s a huge waste of paper
for every single Tufts student,” Siegel
said. “It’s a free resource, and obviously people take more than they
need to sometimes, so I’m all for it.”
The transition to an exclusively
online course catalog has not come
without a few minor glitches, however. The course listing for the fall 2012
semester was recently re-uploaded
instead of the catalog for the spring
2013 semester, causing confusion
among students who were looking to
plan out their class schedules.
“This was a simple mistake that
was corrected as soon as we were
made aware of it,” Jack said. “The program was run for the wrong term.”
Aaron Fernandez, a freshman, said
that he noticed the mix-up when he
was browsing through the catalog.
“We realized that those were the
same professors that had taught last
semester, and it was the same catalog,” he said.
Fernandez said he appreciates having the ability to browse through the
catalog to see what options are available, noting that the false course listings were an annoyance that should
have been avoidable.
“I feel like it should really be an
issue that shouldn’t happen,” he said.
“It wasn’t a huge inconvenience for
me, but it’s still frustrating.”
Jack is hopeful that this error will
not occur in the future and expressed
optimism about the future of the
online service.
“We would love to be able to say
that the new system will prevent the
possibility of recurrences of errors,”
Jack said. “There [is] always opportunity for human error to happen,
however, and we work to minimize
these types of issues and to provide
quality service to our students, faculty and staff.”

Ordinance promotes healthy farming practices
AGRICULTURE

continued from page 1

want to encourage responsible
urban agriculture.”
The ordinance establishes several rules for chicken and beekeeping, requiring residents to
obtain a permit if they would like
to do so. In addition, residents
can now grow and sell their own
produce as long as their soil is
tested for lead and contaminants
on a yearly basis, she said.
Oliveira said there are no plans
to regulate other types of livestock in the future.
“We have really too small of
land parcels to allow anything
beyond that,” she said.
The City of Somerville has been
working to increase awareness
about urban farming, according to Oliveira. The city this year
hosted a series of agriculturerelated workshops titled “Let’s
Grow Somerville!” and has been
reaching out to the community
through Facebook and Tumblr.
“All of those are really geared
toward knowledge sharing, so
that people who are doing these
things can become aware of the
best emerging practices in the
fields of urban agriculture, chicken-keeping and beekeeping,”
Oliveira said.
Stefanie Yeung, president of
the Tufts Tom Thumb’s Student
Garden, believes the new ordinance will encourage safe
agricultural practices in the
Somerville community.
“It’ll make the community a lot
more eco-friendly because it will

Courtney Chiu for the Tufts Daily

The Somerville Board of Aldermen recently passed the state’s first agriculture ordinance, which establishes formal guidelines for urban farming.
cut down on costs of transporting food in and then people will
begin to grow their own things,”
Yeung, a junior, said.
The Tom Thumb’s Student
Garden club tends to the smaller
community garden between Latin
Way and South Hall, as well as
the planters outside the entrance
to Tisch Library, according to
Yeung. Since the student group
only harvests a small amount of
crops in the garden, the ordinance will not have a significant
effect on campus, she said.
Senior Mae Humiston, a member of the Tom Thumb’s Student
Garden club, said the group
might be interested in keeping
bees in the future.
“They’re kind of more lowmaintenance than chickens,”
she said, noting that chickens

would be harder to care for
given the nature of the academic year.
Humiston added that although
it is good that people will be more
educated about where their food
has been produced, complex regulations could make it harder for
those interested in urban agriculture to get started farming.
“It’s certainly a step in a positive direction for letting people
make their own food,” she said.
Yeung explained that the ordinance might also facilitate further cooperation with local organizations in the Somerville area.
“[Residents will] have a
chance to grow their own [food],
and I think the ordinance promotes individual farming, personal gardening and stuff like
that,” Yeung said.

Andrew Schneer / The Tufts Daily

Junior Samuel Bashevkin last month received $10,000 from the Astronaut
Scholarship Foundation in recognition of his marine biology research.

Student receives scholarship
for outstanding research
ASTRONAUT

continued from page 1

“I think it provides a lot of
opportunities for students who
want to go out of their way to
learn and to actually try their
hand at doing research, in any
area, not just in science,” he said.
Seventeen Tufts students
have received the award since
the scholarship program began,

according to the Astronaut
Scholarship Foundation website.
“Tufts has a really interesting
combination of a dedication to
undergraduate education, but
also a faculty that is active in
doing research that is internationally recognized,” Pechenik
said. “So for students who want
to take advantage of that, we’re
here for them.”
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Former Amherst student’s account of sexual
assault prompts reflection on Tufts’ policies
by

Alexandria Chu

Daily Editorial Board

On Oct. 17, Angie Epifano’s “An Account
of Sexual Assault at Amherst College”
was published in the Amherst Student,
the independent newspaper of Amherst
College. Within days, Epifano’s story had
been retold by various news sources,
including Slate and feminist blog Jezebel.
Epifano’s account shed light on what
she considers systemic mistakes by
Amherst’s administration, including the
use of disciplinary hearings with both
parties involved present. At Tufts, both
students and administration have taken
notice of Epifano’s story and reflected on
the University’s own history and policies
of sexual misconduct.
“Clearly the Amherst story is very
upsetting and, unfortunately, we’ve been
doing this work a long time and ... looking
at the issue of sexual assault on college
campuses across the country for years,”
Senior Director of Health and Wellness
Services Michelle Bowdler said. “I think
that everyone acknowledges that these
situations can and do occur, which is why
so many people have been working as
hard as they are to make changes in campuses all around the country.”
Sophomore Kumar Ramanathan,
a member of Action for Sexual Assault
Prevention (ASAP) and a contributing
writer at the Daily, agrees with Bowdler
and believes that change in both policy
and culture must occur before misconduct can be prevented.
“I thought [Epifano speaking out] was
a very brave thing to do and I was glad
she did it. Unfortunately, it’s a story that
isn’t new or even rare,” Ramanathan said.
“One of the foci is the way the administration dealt with her case, but I think one
part that gets ignored is also the culture
on campus that perpetuates this aura of
silence and secrecy and having to carry a
burden without having support.”
For Ramanathan, Epifano’s story evoked
memories of the stories on Raped at Tufts
(Rapedattufts.info), a site maintained by
individuals that is, according to its homepage, “dedicated to exposing the perpetuation of rape culture at Tufts University at
the hands of the administration.” It has
not been updated since April 2011.
Ramathan, who saw Raped at Tufts
before he came to campus, said, “[Sexual
assault is] a part of being [on] a college
campus, but that doesn’t mean we can just
ignore it. We still have a responsibility as
students and administrators to be better
than average.”
At Tufts, as at other institutions, concern for incidents of sexual misconduct is
valid, and the administration is aware this
concern exists.
“Experiences like those related in the
Amherst news are deeply troubling,” Office
of Equal Opportunity (OEO) Director
Jill Zellmer said. “Unfortunately — and
sadly — no institution, including Tufts, is
exempt from sexual misconduct. We are
doing our best to combat all sexual misconduct across all Tufts campuses.”
Earlier this year, a university-wide
Sexual Violence Working Group revised the
Sexual Misconduct Adjudication Process
and created a Sexual Misconduct Policy
to replace Tufts’ Sexual Assault Policy. The
revisions were made to clarify prohibited
conduct so students can better identify
their rights and responsibilities, Zellmer
told the Daily in an email last month.
According to Dean of Student Affairs
Bruce Reitman and Judicial Affairs Officer
Veronica Carter, the changes in Tufts’ policies were the result of a three-year process. Though the university previously ran
hearings with a panel of students, the
policy has been changed to alleviate victims’ concerns.
“We looked around all over the place
and found actually that the best model
was being used by Harvard, which had
been created just a year and a half prior
to [us creating our new policy],” Reitman
said. The accusers and alleged perpetra-

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

Students learned about and discussed the university’s Sexual Misconduct Policy at the
forum held on Oct. 17.
tors are interviewed separately and the ments that can be accessed with the
process takes between 30 and 60 days, promise of confidentiality, such as Health
Service, Counseling and Mental Health
according to Reitman.
In April 2011, the U.S. Department of Service (CMHS) and the Chaplaincy.
“We see ourselves as being here to be
Health & Human Services’ Office of Civil
Rights published a letter that highlighted available for students whenever they are
the need to expand the scope of Title IX’s willing and interested — sometimes a
coverage. The letter led to further revi- day later, sometimes three years aftersions of Tufts’ policies, as every case of wards,” Margaret Higham, the medical
sexual misconduct is now referred to the director of Health Service, said. “Each
OEO. Judicial Affairs still maintains a role individual person’s response to sexual
assault is very different ... so it’s a very
in the process.
“I still take the complaint for sexual individualized process.”
According to Higham, Health Service
assault, and we send it [to the OEO] for
the fact-finding investigation,” Carter works to address sexual assault victims’
said. “We issue a no-contact order just as health care needs, such as concern
soon as a student files a complaint toward regarding sexually transmitted infections
the responding party. If the responding and the possibility of pregnancy. Health
party violates a no-contact order, then Service also provides advice for future
they have to leave the university until the legal action. Higham emphasized that
although the process of compiling an
adjudication process is complete.”
According to Carter, “disciplinary charg- evidence kit can be difficult for an assault
es pending” is indicated on the respond- victim, Health Service tries to emphasize
ing party’s transcript as soon as the com- that the physical information must be
plaint is received. Interim measures, such collected within five days.
“It’s a lengthy process and it’s hard to
as safety on campus, are also discussed.
For example, if a student wants to move do, but we do encourage it because we
residence halls, Judicial Affairs can help think it gives a woman options,” Higham
said. “Having it done doesn’t mean they
with that process, she said.
In addition, there are now numerous have to report it or that it has to be used
Title IX “liaisons” that have been trained — it’s just there.”
CMHS’ Director of Training and
to serve as extensions of the OEO, accordContinuing Education Director Julie
ing to Zellmer.
“My personal goal as the Title IX Jampel emphasized the outlet that CMHS
Coordinator and Director of the OEO is provides for all assault victims, where sesto have as many entry points as possible sions depend on the students’ needs and
for students who have experienced sexual the counselors’ availability.
Student groups are also devoted to
misconduct with the hope that survivors
will feel comfortable with at least one of informing the student body of these prothe reporting ways that we offer and will cesses and raising awareness. Director
therefore get the support and services of Community Outreach for Panhellenic
Council (PhC) Alyssa Ridley, a senior, is
they need,” Zellmer said.
At the end of the investigation pro- especially proud of the organization’s Take
cess by the OEO, a three-person panel, Back the Night event, which aimed to raise
including the dean of students on the awareness about sexual violence.
Ridley is also involved with RAD, a rape
relevant campus and two others appointed by Zellmer, will receive the report to aggression defense course at Tufts, and
determine if it supports the interpretation has worked as rape crisis counselor.
“Before I was involved with things like
of Title IX and code conduct violations,
this, I had this idea that ... we don’t have
Reitman said.
According to the 2012-2013 Judicial any problems here,” Ridley said. “That
Process Handbook, sexual misconduct apart leads to us cultivating a space with some
from rape or attempted rape can result in problems, since we don’t realize there are
suspension, while both rape and attempted things to work on.”
Completing Rape Crisis and Recovery, a
rape are punishable by expulsion.
Along with the federal government, Women’s Studies course, has made Ridley
Tufts students were instrumental in more conscious of cultural factors that
beginning these changes. Two campus perpetuate sexual assaults on campus.
“A lot of it ties back to our gender
organizations, Students Active for Ending
Rape (SAFER) and Prevention, Awareness norms,” Ridley said. “We learned about ...
& Community at Tufts (PACT), joined the culture of victim-blaming that we live
forces to become one comprehensive in and just how that perpetuates the fact
that it continues.”
group: ASAP.
Ramanathan added that policy changes
“SAFER was originally formed to advocate for overhauling the sexual assault are not enough
“We have to educate people that conpolicy at Tufts, which it did successfully,”
junior Nina Bernstein said. “[ASAP’s] goal sent is part of our life, and that it’s part of
is sexual assault prevention, education, the sexual culture on campus,” he said.
awareness of resources and working to “I think it is important for us to hold the
people here to a higher standard ... We all
make the resources better.”
These resources include the OEO and know there are problems out there, but we
Tufts administration, as well as depart- can do better.”

jacob passy | a bit off

Real
decisions
2012

B

oth welcome newcomers with
open arms, both value their hardworking employees and both sell
wallets with mustaches on them.
This ain’t no presidential election — this
is a real decision. Are you going to choose
Magpie or Davis Squared?
These two stores, located more or less
right across the street from each other
on Highland Ave., are perfect places to
buy a gift to commemorate this election cycle. Regardless of whether it’s
celebratory or more of a drown-yoursorrows thing, these stores offer shoppers fun and cheerful tchotchkes that
are sure to please.
Besides, who doesn’t need something
playful after the serious past few months
we have all had in this nation?
But the question remains: Where to
shop? Let’s meet our first candidate,
Magpie. This self-described “hipster craft
store” sells goods made by local indie
designers and artists. On the store’s website, you can find a list of the artisans
Magpie partners with — a list that stretches for quite a while.
And when you enter Magpie, it’s unsurprising that there are so many people
contributing to the store. Every nook and
cranny of the rather intimate shop is filled
with items to marvel at.
What’s so great about a store like
Magpie is the individual feel of each item.
As everything is handmade, each piece of
merchandise feels like it has some story
to tell. By far my favorite item in the shop
is the line of soy candles, made in portions of old glass beer and wine bottles.
My only gripe with the store was that
it definitely caters to a more female
clientele. I don’t mean to say that this is
a problem — it is just a bit disheartening to know I couldn’t fit into half of the
clothes on sale.
That’s why I enjoy our next candidate,
Davis Squared. This store prides itself
on selling “modern gifts” to just about
anyone. You’re as likely to find a toddler’s onesie with a mustache as you are a
woman’s T-shirt with one.
The wide variety of products makes me
especially happy. It’s a thrill seeing all of
the products for men, notably fun bowties
and wallets with different emblems on
them — British flags, for example, and, of
course, mustaches.
My favorite item here is the Tonic line of
men’s body sprays, which is also featured
on the products section of the store’s website. The scents are just the right mix for
me — not too lumberjack-esque, but not
very feminine either.
With Davis Squared’s wide variety,
however, comes a less intimate feel than
you’ll find in nearby Magpie. Rather than
feeling like a cozy nest, Davis Squared
feels more like a storage unit taken over
by Somerville-grown hipsters. There’s
lots of metal detailing and the store has
a very open feel.
But this doesn’t by any means take
away from the store’s fun. It just gives it
a different vibe. I also sometimes miss
the homemade feel that I get at Magpie
— but, again, I love the wider selection of
knickknacks.
At the end of the day, you don’t really
need to choose. Like I said from the start,
you’re mostly destined to find similar
items between the two stores. I mean,
seriously, can we take a minute to consider why these stores have such a love
affair with upper-lip facial hair?
So I say forget about making these
hard-earned decisions. Go to both,
look at their platforms, see what they
have to offer. Or, you know, just browse
and find that item that’ll give you
major satisfaction.

Jacob Passy is a senior majoring in international relations. He can be reached at
Jacob.Passy@tufts.edu.
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A tour of
the eclectic
Tufts music
scene
Tufts’ roster of
musicians grows
on and off
campus
by

Matthew Welch
Daily Editorial Board

Student group Thoroughfare plays folk rock with a mix of jazz and blues.

G

iven the almost-equal
proportion of electronic
producers, classical nuts,
DJs, jazz heads, funk
addicts, punk dissenters,
hippy-folk-love children,
esoteric
composers,
power chord thrashers and dad-rock
purists at Tufts, it’s not surprising that
students here are producing some outstanding music.
It’s hard to walk through the practice rooms in the basement of Granoff
Music Center without hearing some
talented student, no matter the time
of day. Whether it’s a New England
Conservatory dual-degree student
working through a knotty passage in a
Liszt sonata or one of the jazz groups
running through a new arrangement,
there’s plenty of talent on display just
about everywhere you go on campus.
“It’s so impressive to me how many
people are multitalented here. You talk
to someone who’s an economics major,
but played the Newport Jazz Festival.
They have a well-developed skill set on
so many instruments. It’s been incredible because it’s not even a secondary
skill set. I’ve never been in a place that
has such a diverse array of talent,”
sophomore Danny Fishman, the lead
singer, rhythm guitarist and songwriter
for Thoroughfare, a recently formed
Tufts band that focuses on folk rock
with a mix of jazz and blues, said.
Fishman is certainly acquainted with
the multifarious skills of Tufts’ student
body. Thoroughfare features two dualdegree students, sophomore bassist
Gabe Terracciano and freshman violinist Sam Weiser, as well as freshman Erik
Broess on drums and junior Matt Mule
on lead guitar. Each member plays
multiple instruments, so it can occasionally be tough to figure out roles in
the band.
“One quick lesson we learned was
that it’s better if we all stay on one
instrument and focus on that,” Fishman
said. “This way, they get a feel for what
kind of music they’re playing on that
instrument. Other than that, whoever
brings the tunes in usually comes in
with a good vision of what they want to
do with it. Everyone is all ears.”
It can often be difficult for bands
like Thoroughfare, which have so much
potential for different instrumentation,
to create a definite identity. However,
this is ultimately a good problem to
have. With such a wide array of experi-

ences to work from, many Tufts musicians have used this broader knowledge to work on arranging.
“We all have our own special instruments and we know enough about the
other instruments to we know how
well they’ll fit together,” senior Andrew
Summerfield, alto saxophonist for The
American Symphony of Soul, a group
that deftly blends jazz fusion, funk,
soul and dance music, said.
“When we collaborate to write a song,
it’s not just the horn players writing the
horn lines or the percussion people
writing out the beats — we can all work
on it together,” senior Dan Fortunato,
the group’s drummer, added.
One of the most valuable assets to
Tufts’ music scene is its music department, which serves as a catalyst for
groups and a way for different musicians to get together and play. Before
forming their band, most of the members of The American Symphony of
Soul played together in various jazz
groups like the Tufts Jazz Orchestra or
its smaller combos.
“We all met because of the music
scene. It’s a pretty huge sample of
musicians from which to choose,”
Summerfield said. “Not only did we
all meet in jazz ensembles, we also
improved a lot in the jazz ensembles.
Because we’d been playing well together in a group we already had that
chemistry. We also stole some arrangements from our conductor [ Joel LaRue
Smith], which gave us something to
work from.”
Yet, the Tufts music scene is not limited to the Medford campus. The dualdegree program with New England
Conservatory has certainly funneled
some serious musicians over to Tufts,
but the proximity of the Boston music
scene and schools like Berklee College
of Music can’t be ignored either.
One of Tufts’ more prominent groups,
The Rare Occasions, has members who
attend both Berklee and Tufts, illustrating the interplay between Tufts and
different schools in the greater Boston
area. The band was formed by Tufts
junior Brian McLaughlin, the group’s
lead singer and rhythm guitarist, and
Berklee drummer and backup vocalist
Luke Imbusch.
The two played together in their
hometown of Providence, R.I. before
coming to Boston for college. They
recruited Tufts freshman Peter Stone
for guitar and vocals, as well as Berklee

Courtesy Alec Wrubel

student Jeremy Cohen for bass and
other instrumentals.
“Jamming with the Berklee guys is
really cool because we have a pretty
good music theory background so I can
talk in that realm and they can totally
follow, which makes it much easier to
put ideas together and get arrangements going,” McLaughlin said.
“The scene at Berklee can be overwhelming because people there are
talking about music all the time,”
McLaughlin added. “There are a lot of
bands there, obviously, but we have
our niche because we’re not a funk
band or a metal band. Songwriting is
the focus.”
Music at Tufts isn’t just limited to
bands, either. With a number of singersongwriters, DJs, producers and other
solo acts, Tufts has a strong scene
for musicians who like to go it alone.
Senior Stevie Wolf is one such musician
who has a reputation for his heartfelt
songwriting and guitar work.
Many musicians at Tufts have
noticed the way its scene is improving,
diversifying and becoming more open
to musicians of all types. Wolf saw a
marked difference in the Tufts music
scene after returning from his junior

year abroad at the University of Oxford
in England.
“The Tufts music scene is progressing
a lot. I was getting down as a freshman
and sophomore; there were a lot of
opportunities for school bands and a
cappella groups, but not necessarily for
people who come up with stuff on their
own and want to show it to people,” Wolf
said. “[Now] I come back from Oxford
and there are a lot of involved sophomores and freshman and I’m playing
with them, kids I didn’t even know in
freshman and sophomore year.”
As technological progress and
increasing cultural openness make it
easier for people to make, distribute
and discuss music of all types, many
students on campus see an even more
democratic and open-minded scene
in Tufts’ future. With venues like the
Crane Room and the Crafts House
being utilized more frequently for performances, Tufts can expect an even
richer scene in upcoming years.
“I would hope to come back to Tufts
in ten years and see everyone being a
musician in different capacities, but
being part of one central music scene.
That would please me more than anything else,” Wolf said.

Courtesy Kevin Mandagere

Senior Stevie Wolf has made a name for himself as a solo musician known for his guitar work
and songwriting.
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What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy? Check
out these events!
“Day Father”: This weekend marks the premiere of “Day Father,” the fall production
by the student theater group Pen, Paint and
Pretzels (3Ps). The student-written production
centers on the unconventional family life of
lead character Anna and follows her throughout her childhood. Tonight through Saturday at

8 p.m. in Balch Arena Theater. Tickets are $7
and can be purchased at the Cohen Box Office
or by calling (617) 627-3493.
AOII and A Cappella Against Arthritis:
Tufts sorority Alpha Omicron Pi is holding a
benefit concert to raise money for juvenile
arthritis. The concert will feature performances
by various campus a cappella groups, including
S Factor, Anchord, Shir Appeal and the Jackson

Jills. Tonight at 8:30 p.m. in Goddard Chapel.
Suggested donation is $5.
Break the Stage Step Competition: Tufts
African Student Organization is hosting the
ninth annual Break the Stage intercollegiate
step competition this weekend. Saturday at
7 p.m. in Cohen Auditorium. First 250 tickets
are free with a Tufts ID at the Campus Center
Information Booth or tuftstickets.com.

Tufts Takht: The Arabic music ensemble
Tufts Takht will explore the music of Turkey
this weekend under the direction of Kareem
Roustom. The concert will feature special guest
Ayla Clark on kanun. Sunday at 3 p.m. in Distler
Performance Hall. Admission is free.

—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

TV Review

‘The Good Wife’ going strong after four years
by Jaqueline

Noack

Contributing Writer

Currently in its fourth season, CBS’
drama “The Good Wife” is nowhere near
stale. Titular character and protagonist

The Good Wife
Starring Julianna Margulies, Archie
Panjabi, Josh Charles, Alan Cumming
Airs Sundays at 9 p.m. on CBS
Alicia Florrick (Julianna Margulies) is a
wife, mother and lawyer who was publically humiliated by her husband, former
state attorney Peter Florrick (Chris Noth), in
the show’s first season. When political corruption and prostitution scandals landed
Peter in jail, Alicia reentered the work force
as a public defender in order to provide
for her family. After a tumultuous couple
of years, Peter is now back in the state’s
attorney chair and is running for governor
of Illinois. Meanwhile, Alicia is dealing with
a past inter-office romance at her law firm,
Lockhart/Gardner. The smart lens placed
on personal and professional relationships
makes “The Good Wife” interesting and
dynamic, but the show’s writing and acting
make it truly great.
Though “The Good Wife” assumes the
tried-and-true procedural style, focusing
on a Lockhart/Gardner case in each episode, the show stays contemporary and
relevant by using these lawsuits to consider pertinent legal, cultural and political
topics. Already, season four has explored
college hazing, drug dealing and sexual
assault. While these cases progress, viewers
see issues play out between characters in
the office and follow Peter’s ongoing campaign for governor.
Margulies is critical in binding together
these plot elements. As one of the most reliable and intriguing actresses on television
today, Margulies perfectly portrays a character that is strong and empathetic, but
also occasionally isolated. Though the first
two seasons focused on her internal and
personal struggles, the second two have
been much more plot-driven, while maintaining the original emotional intrigue.
Alicia will and should go down as one of
the most powerful television characters of
our times, as Margulies portrays her in an
incredibly natural manner.
Another highlight is Scottish actor
Alan Cumming, who plays Eli Gold, Peter
Florrick’s opinionated and assertive image
consultant, with a flawless American
accent. Creating a larger part for the talented Cumming was one of the best moves
by the show’s writers. Though Eli is unapologetically strong-willed, he is constantly
put in his place by strong-willed women,
including his teenage daughter. His exasperated emasculation provides the show’s
most consistent comic relief. At the same
time, Eli’s profession offers viewers insight
into the moral, ethical and legal obstacles
of running a successful campaign.
Despite the overall excellence of the plot
and actors, season four of “The Good Wife”
still takes a few missteps, particularly with
Kalinda Sharma’s (Archie Panjabi) storyline.
Kalinda, Lockhart/Gardner’s private investigator, has always been a mischief-maker
and an enigma to the rest of the firm. She
keeps her personal life secret and interacts minimally with her colleagues outside
of work. This season, though, her private
tendencies have been placed at risk by the
reappearance of her estranged husband,
Nick. This relationship was initially exciting, given the audience’s minimal exposure to the couple, but at this point, it has
become overbearing. Nick is offensive, jeal-

Christopher Macsurak via Flickr Creative Commons

Alan Cumming provides both comic relief and moral insight as Eli Gold on “The Good Wife.”
ous, assertive and wholly unnecessary to
the season.
Fortunately, Kalinda’s dragging arc is the
season’s only substantial failure and “The

Good Wife” continues to be an altogether
outstanding program. Just as Alicia, the
good wife, managed to preserve her reputation in the public eye, this show continues

to command respect and interest. It has
maintained an impressive level of excellence for four seasons and seems determined to maintain that trajectory.

The Artsy Jumbo

Sophomore Kit Collins marches to own drum
A sophomore leaning toward a major
in sociology with a minor in urban studies, Kit Collins is a talented drummer for
B.E.A.T.s, Tufts’ student percussion group.
“I joined B.E.A.T.s the first semester of my freshman year and I’ve been
bangin’ away ever since,” said Collins.
(Though B.E.A.T.s is known by its acronym
around campus, its actual name is Bangin’
Everything at Tufts.) Collins now spends a
good portion of her time performing and
writing songs for the group. Though she
drummed for her classical orchestra in
high school, she has moved far beyond
the traditional percussive channels.
“Getting involved in a less conventional
drumming outlet has been transformative
for me,” she explained.
Aside from her musical involvement
with B.E.A.T.s, Collins also harbors a love
of visual art.
“I tend toward drawing, though I also
really enjoy collage and have dabbled in
painting, photography and sculpture,”
she said.
She developed an interest in art when
she was very young and it has remained
a hobby for her over the years. In high
school, she even started her own small
business selling shoes and accessories that
she decorated with her own designs.
Collins attributes her artistic inspirations to two people: her grandmother,
who she says can turn just about anything
into a piece of art, and artist Vik Muniz,
who, according to Collins, entwines his
art with social commentary “in all the
best ways.”
—by Alex Kaufman

Ashley Seenauth / the Tufts Daily
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Opera Review

BLO’s ‘Madama Butterfly’ production
soars despite flaws

Production decisions distract from performance of Puccini classic
by

Drew Robertson

Contributing Writer

Puccini’s “Madama Butterfly” opens
with Lieutenant Pinkerton of the
American Navy is surveying the home

Madama Butterfly
At The Citi Performing Arts Center
Shubert Theatre, through Nov. 11
270 Tremont Street
Boston, MA 02116
617-482-9393
he has just purchased for himself and
his 15-year-old bride. Perched high
atop a stony mountain in Japan, the
building is small — Pinkerton himself
calls it a “house of cards” — and it
overlooks the sea.
In the Boston Lyric Opera’s seasonopening production of the beloved
tragedy, this house comes to life on
the stage. The minimalistic set consists of a few wooden frames, which
are covered by thin paper and painted
with two blue lines to suggest a distant horizon. The structure distinctly
resembles a cage, yet it appears fragile and beautiful, a reflection of the
young woman who lives inside. As the
primary sight that greets the audience, the scenery, designed by John
Conklin, makes a superb foundation
for the unfolding drama.
Classically viewed as a commentary
on Western interference in the East,
“Madama Butterfly” follows its title
character on the two most important
days of her young life — the day of
her wedding and the day her husband
returns after three years’ absence.
In the interim, the former geisha renounces Japanese customs
and reshapes her identity to reflect
“American culture” as best she can. In
the name of love, Butterfly transforms
herself and contributes to her own
destruction.
Not every aspect of this production,
directed by Lillian Groag, did justice
to the potential of this complex and
beautiful story. Odd choices in lighting meant that the entire stage was
occasionally bathed in pink or purple
hues. At one point, paper flowers the
size of dinner plates were lowered to
hang above the performers, hovering
briefly before being hoisted up again.
These eyebrow-raising moments,
while not unforgivable errors, nevertheless distracted from the real substance of the work.
A much bigger problem for singers
and the audience alike was the orchestra. While the ensemble was in wonderful form and provided an expert
musical performance on many levels,
the conductor, Andrew Bisantz, did
not maintain dynamic control of the
group. In several instances, the performers had to strain to be heard, and
the music occasionally drowned out
their singing entirely. For an art form
that aims to establish the human voice
as a focal point, these mishaps were a
frustrating miscalculation.

Courtesy Eric Antoniou / Boston Lyric Opera

Soprano Yunah Lee delivered a nearly flawless performance as the titular character in
“Madama Butterfly.”
Still, the singers were impressive
when they were audible. The four leading roles, Pinkerton (Dinyar Vania), his
wife Cio-Cio San (Yunah Lee), otherwise known as Madame Butterfly, her
servant Suzuki (Kelley O’Connor) and
their mutual friend Consul Sharpless
(Weston Hurt) all had rich, full voices
that complemented each other well. Of
the foursome, Hurt — here singing the
tenor part — was the least compelling.
He had the weakest voice of the group
and lacked the acting skill necessary
to show the depth of emotion that is
crucial to his character.
Even when encumbered by her colead, however, Lee delivered a near flawless portrayal of Butterfly. Passionate
and idealistic throughout, her acting

never hit a false note; her stunning
soprano was the crown jewel of the
opera. While Butterfly should always
be the star of this opera, Lee surpassed
even these high expectations for her
performance. In particular, a solo in
which she sang completely unaccompanied stood out as the highlight of the
evening and merited goosebumps.
When it comes to an opera as
well known and loved as “Madama
Butterfly,” expectations tend to run
high. In this case, the result was a mixed
bag: an opera that delivered brilliantly
in some moments and disappointed
or perplexed at others. However, this
Boston Lyric Opera production gets the
important things right, making it well
worth a trip to the Shubert Theatre.

Top Ten | People who should be in the new Disney Star Wars
Given Disney’s recent acquisition of
LucasArts, many are wondering what the
whimsical, multinational conglomerate will
do with everyone’s favorite sci-fi franchise.
Will they carry it to new heights, or simply
improve on the stale writing we all saw in
the most recent trilogy? Who knows, but
there are plenty of opportunities for celebs
to worm their way in. Here are 10 we at the
Daily Arts Department would like to see.
10. Carl Sagan (if only!): Because without him, there would be no outer space.
9. David Bowie: He would be cast as
some kind of androgynous space creature

with a glam rock sensibility, a la “The Man
Who Fell to Earth” (1976).

4. Tim Allen: Because Star Wars has a
recent trend of flirting with mediocrity.

8. Lady Gaga: Because she is more or less
an alien already and the transition would
be minimal.

3. Patrick Stewart: Worth it just to see
the agony of Trekkies as they see their
favorite space captain defect to the
other side.

7. Cosmo Kramer: Ibid.
6. Robin Williams: As a spastic Wookiee?
Would he need much costume work or
would his knuckles suffice?
5. Tommy Lee Jones: He would be the
token reassuring avuncular presence we all
need so dearly on deep space excursions.
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2. Oprah: Just because!
1. Carrie Fischer: With a little CGI work,
she could probably don that kinky Jabba
the Hut outfit for one last romp.
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

Sara Gardner & Mae Humiston |
Let’s Talk About Food

Conscientious
campus
consumption

A

s college kids, we all like to eat.
Not only that, but we also like to
eat a lot. With unlimited dining
plans and to-go cafes lining our
campuses, it seems that food is always
readily available, whenever and wherever
we may be. But what does the pattern of
consumption at Tufts mean in the greater
context of consumption as a whole? Here
we run into one of the central questions
that drive the greater food movement.
Here at Tufts, we are lucky to have a phenomenally well-kept and well-informed
dining service that works tirelessly to cater
to the students. Unlike many other colleges
and universities, our on-campus cafeterias stock a wide array of vegetarian and
vegan options and have taken initiatives
to enhance the “green-ness” of the dining
options through events like the Story of
Bananas dinner and frequent Sustainability
Dinners. This level of involvement is laudable. And what’s more, Dining Services is
always open to suggestions and loves the
input of enthusiastic students.
There is, however, always room for
improvement. While our campus caterers
supply us with healthy and ecologicallyfriendly options, not all of the choices
available are the most sustainable —
namely, the meat and fish products used in
the dining halls. That said, this is no fault
of our dining services here at Tufts. Rather,
it’s indicative of the quality standards of
food suppliers as a whole. Dining Services
actively works to resolve this sourcing
problem. There exists a simple solution
to this dilemma: that students make local
and sustainable choices. Tufts Dining is,
after all, a business, one that responds to
the demands of its consumers — who, in
this case, happen to be students. In this
way, Tufts students can play an integral
role in enacting the switch to on-campus
sustainability. If students demand local,
sustainable food choices, Dining Services
will respond in a positive way. Still, what
exactly are the options for the activist
foodie on campus?
To start, students should opt for food
choices — within those that are already
available here at Tufts — that come with
labels like “local/seasonal,” “organic,” “fair
trade” and “Rainforest Alliance Certified.”
While these labels do not necessarily certify complete ecological sustainability, they
do imply a greater level of environmental
respect and they are definitely preferable
over their unlabeled alternatives. Many
prepared dishes in the dining halls come
with labels, so be sure to read them!
Furthermore, the Medford/Somerville
area has a number of local, fresh farmers’
markets and CSA shares that are ready
to supply environmentally-conscious
students with beautiful, delicious produce. Options like these are ideal for students looking to decrease the size of their
“food-print” and to expand their palate
with a variety of interesting and yummy
fruits, vegetables and herbs. Outside of
the Medford/Somerville area, the greater Boston area is also home to a myriad of farmers’ markets, urban gardens
and local/seasonal food sources — see
Massfarmersmarkets.org. Moreover, both
Medford/Somerville and Boston are home
to tons of restaurants that eagerly showcase locally-sourced and seasonally grown
ingredients in their dishes.
But where you choose to go is completely up to you! You can start small here
on campus by making educated choices
and asking thoughtful questions about
the sourcing and preparation of your
food, or you can just as easily start big
by researching sustainable restaurants in
greater Boston and taking a local food tour
of the area. The wonderful thing about the
resources available to us here at Tufts is
that they are virtually endless. All it takes
is an open mind and an empty stomach
to start making substantial changes to our
relationship with food.

Sara Gardner is a freshman who has not yet
a declared a major. She can be reached at
Sara.Gardner@tufts.edu. Mae Humiston is
a senior majoring in anthropology. She can
be reached at Mae.Humiston@tufts.edu.
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S EXUAL M ISCONDUCT
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

is a broad term used to describe unwelcome
behavior of a sexual nature. It includes behaviors often
described as sexual harassment, sex/gender discrimination,
sexual assault, rape, stalking, sexual exploitation and
relationship violence. Sexual misconduct can occur regardless of
sex, gender, sexual identity, gender expression or sexual
orientation.

Types of Sexual Misconduct
SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT:
Sexual
Harassment
Sex/Gender
Discrimination

SEXUAL
HARASSMENT:

Unwelcome sexual
conduct that
interferes with
a person’s
education or
work.

SEXUAL
SEX/GENDER
DISCRIMINATION: ASSAULT:
Unequal treatment of
a person or group
based on sex, gender,
or sexual
orientation.

RAPE:

Any unwanted,
non-consensual,
coerced, or
forced sexual
contact or
intercourse.

Non-consensual
and/or forced
sexual
intercourse/
penetration.

Sexual Assault
Rape
Stalking
Sexual
Exploitation
Relationship
Violence

STALKING:

Repeated behavior
directed at a
person, which causes
emotional distress
and/or fear. This
can take place in
person or through
harassing calls,
texts,
e-mails and/or
social media.

SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION:

Taking unjust or
abusive sexual
advantage of another.
It includes watching,
photographing or
taping someone
involved in sexual
activity, or in a
state of undress
without their consent.
Disseminating this
material is also an
act of Sexual
Exploitation.

RELATIONSHIP
VIOLENCE:

Violent or
controlling behavior
by current or former
partner. It includes
threats, physical
injury, sexual
assault,
psychological abuse,
economic control and
progressive social
isolation.
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Resources
MEDFORD/SOMERVILLE
CONFIDENTIAL
RESOURCES

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES

Health Services
617.627.3350
http://ase.tufts.edu/healthservice

Tufts University Police Dept. &
Counselor-On-Call*
617.627.6911 or 66911 (emergency)
617.627.3030 (main no.)
http://publicsafety.tufts.edu/police

Tufts Counseling and
Mental Health Service &
Counselor-On-Call*
617.627.3360
http://ase.tufts.edu/counseling

*TUPD will page the Counselor-On-Call for
after-hour calls.

Boston Area Rape Crisis Center
Hot Line: 800.841.8371
Business: 617.492.8306
www.barcc.org
EthicsPoint OEO Hotline
1.886.384.4277
Chaplain’s Office
617.627.3427
http://www.tufts.edu/chaplaincy

*TUPD will page the Counselor-On-Call for
after-hour calls.

Office of Equal Opportunity
617.627.3298
http://oeo.tufts.edu
The Women’s Center
617.627.3184
http://ase.tufts.edu/womenscenter

SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT:
Sexual
Harassment
Sex/Gender
Discrimination
Sexual Assault

The LGBT Center
617.627.3770
http://ase.tufts.edu/lgbt

Rape

Deans’ Offices

Sexual
Exploitation

School of Arts and Sciences and
School of Engineering
Bruce Reitman
Dean of Student Affairs
617.627.3158
deanofstudentaffairs@ase.tufts.edu
http://uss.tufts.edu/studentaffairs

Stalking

Relationship
Violence

The Fletcher School
Gerard Sheehan
Executive Associate Dean
617.627.5997
Gerard.Sheehan@tufts.edu
http://fletcher.tufts.edu/Students/StudentHandbook/Appendices/smap
For more resources, please visit http://oeo.tufts.edu/resources.
For questions or concerns, please contact oeo@tufts.edu.
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Editorial

Request shuttle for smooth travels during Red Line closure

For the four weekends of Nov. 17, Nov.
24, Dec. 1 and Dec. 8, the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA)
will be suspending Red Line service
between Harvard and Alewife for
repairs. Among those adversely affected
by the reduced service are Davis Square
commuters, many of whom are Tufts
students.
Last year, when service was similarly suspended, both the MBTA and
Facilities Services provided shuttle buses
to Harvard Square. This year, however,
Director of Facilities Services Bob Burns
told the Daily in its Nov. 1 article, “Red
Line from Harvard to Alewife to close for
four weekends,” that such a shuttle is
not planned to be provided by Facilities.
While he acknowledged that the shuttle
is an expensive undertaking and that the
context of the shuttle will be different

— last fall, Red Line service was interrupted for three months — he also said
students expressing the need for such a
shuttle would be an important factor in
reevaluating that decision.
Masses of students take the T daily,
be it for classes like commuters or dualdegree students, for work or for fun.
Though the repairs are being performed
on weekends and affect fewer people
generally, thereby less Tufts students,
that does not mean that the service
does not affect them.
Of particular concern is the weekend of Nov. 24, or the weekend after
Thanksgiving. Many students will be
returning from home by bus, train
or plane, and will need to take the T
back to Tufts. If service is unavailable
after Harvard, this shutdown has the
potential to seriously disrupt students’

travel plans. To get to Tufts from either
South Station or Logan Airport without
the T, students would be stuck paying
for expensive cabs. While the MBTA
tends to provide shuttle buses of its
own between closed stations during
repairs, those buses fill up quickly and
the weekend after Thanksgiving will be
extremely hectic with fleets of college
students and residents returning to the
Boston area. It would be much more
efficient for traveling Tufts students to
have a shuttle all their own.
In the Daily article, Burns said he had
not received any requests from students
requesting a similar service. We encourage any student who needs the shuttle
or who feels the shuttle would be useful
to contact Facilities and demonstrate
the interest they have deemed necessary to reconsider running the shuttle.

The fact that the article includes several anticipatory responses strikes me
as quite presumptuous. We do not, as a
group, condone cruelty, and we certainly
do not strive to offend and then cover
it up with First Amendment rights. We
discuss in our group meetings whether
or not a joke is gratuitously offensive or
if it has artistic and comedic merit. We do
not take that task lightly. Comedians have
always traded in taboos, and we have
always been attacked for it as a result. The
Lenny Bruce obscenity trials of the 1960s
are a prime example. Uttering racist and
sexist remarks at Smith volleyball players
is without a doubt hate speech; telling
jokes with a clear conscience regarding how the jokes are intended is not. I
understand that the authors were only
writing about the poster, and they admitted that they did not attend our show;
however, by writing about the poster,
they wrote about our group. I find it to be
unfair to paint us as hate-mongers without having seen us in action.
As to the second anticipatory response
“to the inevitable counter-argument
that we are naive, social justice-y, liberal arts students who don’t understand
how the ‘real world’ works...” Whose
response would this be? Who do you
think the members of the Stand-up
Comedy Collective are — worldly, tradi-

tional family values-oriented biomedical engineers? (Please note that the reference to biomedical engineers is not
intended as and should not be taken
as hate speech toward members of that
fine, and possibly quite funny, group of
Tufts students).
We do not endorse hate speech. To suggest that we do after seeing a couple of
posters is ludicrous. The stigma attached
to bias incidents has nothing to do with
reporting them. I firmly believe that if
you are targeted based on your appearance, sexuality, race, religion, ethnicity,
creed or whatever else it may be, you
have every right to, and in fact should,
report the incident, and you should feel
safe while doing so. There are gross injustices occurring every day on this campus,
but you have chosen to go after a poster
advertising comedy, an art form whose
purpose and goals have been overlooked
and ignored.
I invite any and all readers to attend
our next stand-up comedy show. You
may be surprised at the incredibly low
level of hate speech involved. Come on,
we’re stand-up comics — we only hate
ourselves.

Keran Chen
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Last Friday, the Daily published an
op-ed titled “Bias incidents trivialized too
often at Tufts.” The piece makes reference
to a Stand-up Comedy Collective poster
that included the terms “hate speech”
and “bias incident.” As the president of
the Stand-up Comedy Collective, I would
like to respond to several points that I
found troubling in the article.
Let me begin by pointing out that there
is a critical distinction between using biasladen language and mocking the idea
of bias itself. We are a stand-up comedy
group. If we didn’t make fun of widely held
perceptions regarding bias, “political-correctness” and what it means to be offensive, we wouldn’t be doing our job. That
being said, our intention never has been
and never will be to make targeted attacks
on specific groups of people on this campus, or anywhere else for that matter. The
authors of this article refer to the “effect
of denigrating bias incidents.” It is both
illogical and misrepresentative to imply
that mentioning the term bias incident in
anything other than a completely serious
context has a denigrating impact. Bringing
a provocative issue to the forefront, with
tongue planted firmly in cheek, provides
an opportunity to both illuminate and
deflate prejudice and hate in all forms.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Sincerely,
Matt Stofsky
Class of 2013

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Pro-Con

In our ongoing Pro-Con series, two writers debate opposing sides of an issue. In the series’ semester debut below, Vanessa Zhang
and Shea Maloney consider whether or not Greek life has a place at Tufts. If you have a topic suggestion or wish to get involved in the
conversation, contact Jonathan Green at oped@tuftsdaily.com.

Pro: Long live Greek life at Tufts
by Vanessa

Zhang

Thirteen percent of Tufts’ student population is involved in Greek Life. The Greek community consists of a total of 13 fraternities and
sororities, including nine fraternities, three
sororities and one co-ed fraternity. It is almost
impossible to imagine Tufts without them.
The typical fraternity and sorority stereotypes promoted and glorified by the media are
not reflective of Greek life at Tufts. The fraternities are not like “Animal House” and the sororities are not full of shallow, stuck-up girls.
Here at Tufts, Greek organizations not only
benefit those involved in Greek life, but also
those outside of Greek life. Greek life provides
a positive college experience for brothers and
sisters, as they unify students through brotherhood and sisterhood, rather than a specific
interest, ethnicity or ideology, as many other
student groups do.
Opponents of Greek life say that the Greek
system is divisive and exclusive of the Tufts
community. However, many Greek events
are not exclusive to Greeks and, in fact, invite
the entire Tufts community to come together
under one roof, whether it’s for a philanthropic event or a party.
Tufts fraternities and sororities organize
philanthropic events that raise awareness

and money towards their chapter charity
throughout the year. These events, coordinated by fraternities and sororities, create a
gathering spot where students, both Greek
and non-Greek, can meet up outside of class
in a casual social setting and unite towards
a good cause. Last year, Zeta Beta Tau held
their annual Get on the Ball! event, which
included rolling a gigantic ball around campus for one week and raised over $3,000 for
the Children’s Hospital here in Boston.
Moreover, Greek life accounts a significant
portion of the nightlife scene here, providing
students with a place to socialize and party.
Fraternity parties are often open to all Tufts
students, and are an important aspect of
campus culture. They provide a place for
students to drink, mingle, dance and socialize in all sorts of ways, all in a casual and
laid-back setting. The classroom is not designated for socialization, and positive interactions with other students outside class are
crucial for students’ wellbeing.
Fraternities provide a physical place
and casual setting where a large number
of students, particularly freshmen, are open
to meeting new people and making new
friends. They serve as a ground for positive
social interaction that is extremely important to making the adjustment to college life

easier and more enjoyable for freshmen.
Sometimes fraternities combine both philanthropy and parties. For example, in two
weeks, ATO, AEPi, ZBT, SigEp and Theta Chi
are uniting to raise funds for cancer research
through Party for Life, an event that raised
over $3,000 last year. At events like these,
both Greek and non-Greek students work for
a good cause and cut loose in the midst of
a stressful academic period. As a result, the
Tufts community grows stronger.
Greek life has been a part of Tufts for 150
years, and it’s hard to imagine the school
without it. Many successful alumni have participated in fraternities and sororities that
exist on campus today, and to abolish those
institutions would likely cause an uproar and
a consequent reduction of alumni donations.
Moreover, the absence of Greek life on campus could hurt the reputation of Tufts as an
institution, and ultimately hurt high school
recruitment. When prospective students see
that there are active fraternities and sororities, they know that are student groups that
they can join and meet students and build a
network of friends of all grades and interests.

Maloney

Since the establishment of the first fraternity in 1776, people have debated the advantages and disadvantages of fraternities and
sororities on college campuses. This year, as
rushing season draws closer, we once again
rehash the moral permissibility of Greek life
at Tufts. I am staunchly opposed. By participating in this institution, we’re condoning
and contributing to the problems nationally.
Traditionally, joining a sorority or fraternity consists of rushing, bidding and pledging.
While rushing, prospective members spend
time at the fraternity or sorority of their choice
getting to know the upperclassmen brothers
or sisters. Some may receive a bid — an official invitation to join the sorority or fraternity.
Students then choose whether or not they
want to pledge that group. It is at this stage
where hazing may occur. After this period, the
fraternity or sorority decides whether or not to
officially initiate the prospective student. This
all lasts a matter of weeks.
So, what is wrong with this process? For
one, it is exclusive. As most mission statements assert that friendship and community
building are the cornerstones of Greek life,
it seems highly unnatural that the existing
members of a fraternity or a sorority handpick their future friends after only a handful
of interactions. This is insufficient time to
get to know anyone intimately, and I can-

not imagine all pledges feel comfortable and
act like themselves knowing their behavior
is being assessed. Putting some people in a
position of power is not viable way to create
and sustain a mutual feeling of equality and
respect among peers.
The more dangerous side of this undertaking is the prevalence of hazing. Extreme
cases of hazing at other schools have resulted in paralysis, amputation, heart failure,
sexual assault and even death. At best, hazing causes embarrassment and discomfort.
These terrible practices are then perpetuated
by the students who once endured them.
Tufts has a strict anti-hazing policy, and
— for the most part — they do a damn
good job, which does not go unappreciated.
I have noticed that students in fraternities
and sororities that do not include hazing in
the initiation ceremony wear it like a badge
of honor, like a girl in Alpha Omicron Pi who
proudly told me she would have walked out
the door rather than participate in any of the
psychologically abusive rituals she’s heard
about. But in spite of all this, rumors of hazing still float around campus, unaffected by
these policy dictates.
Hazing rituals can include dangerous
alcohol consumption. In fact, binge drinking
in general is a serious problem encouraged
by Greek life party culture. A United States
Department of Justice study showed that 47
percent of fraternity members report them-

Walt Laws-MacDonald |
Show Me The Money!

Good
night and
good luck

I

selves as heavy drinkers, compared to 14
percent of students in general.
Sometimes this alcohol consumption can
lead to sexual assault. According to a study
conducted by San Diego State University,
almost 50 percent of reported college rapes
occur at a fraternity house, and of that, 50 percent are perpetrated by a fraternity member or
during a fraternity function. Moreover, sorority women are four times more likely than
non-sorority women to be sexually assaulted.
I am by no means suggesting that all or
even most fraternity members are sexual
assailants. However, whether it is the overwhelming party culture that encourages people to get too drunk and make bad decisions,
or some warped code of brotherhood that
promotes indiscriminant sexual behavior,
some aspects of Greek life exacerbate the
pernicious and often-ignored pandemic of
sexual assault.
With all this said, I recognize Greek life
at Tufts is unique. However, fraternities and
sororities on the Hill should not be excused
from scrutiny. All of the issues I have discussed transcend Greek life at Tufts. I think
we’re better than that.

n case you truly have been living under
a rock, President Barack Obama was
reelected Tuesday night, sweeping nearly
every key battleground state and winning
the popular vote — which, oddly enough,
doesn’t matter.
Though the Romney camp had high
hopes for the race, it became clear early on
in the night that the states that needed to
swing to Romney simply were not going to
go his way. Nate Silver returned to his position as election messiah and Trump had a
terrific Twitter meltdown.
As I mentioned in an earlier column,
neither Obama nor Romney would cause
the economy to immediately grow — or
collapse. This recession did not begin with
one sweeping policy change, and it will
not end with one either.
U.S. markets finished higher Tuesday
afternoon, with some seeing this as a sign
that Obama would win later that night;
again, this has little to do with any sort of
policy Obama would enact the next day.
Some — myself included — saw this more
as a result of the expectation that Ben
Bernanke would remain chairman of the
Federal Reserve. Let’s pause for a second:
I just analyzed a stock index’s rise as a sign
that Wall Street believed Obama would
win, because that would mean that the
Fed’s “easy money” policy would remain in
place. Still like politics? Me neither.
“What does that mean?” you’re hopefully asking yourself. The Federal Reserve
controls the money supply — the amount
of money that circulates in the economy —
by controlling interest rates, among other
tools. Bernanke, a Bush appointee and a
Republican, has kept the country’s monetary
policy extremely loose throughout the current recession. Wall Street likes this because
it can borrow money on the cheap, and,
ideally, Americans should like this because
they, too, can borrow cheaply in the form of
home, auto, education and other loans.
But then markets opened significantly
lower Wednesday morning. This time people
blamed the fiscal cliff, which, again, is really
freakin’ important, but Romney would not
have suddenly changed this issue either.
Though Romney sees the Fed serving a
less active role in the recovery and hoped to
use tax cuts to improve the economy (and
somehow also reduce the deficit — what?)
it leads us to a greater problem with analyzing economic policy: The president of the
United States doesn’t control the economy
these days.
American manufacturing giants like
Caterpillar and General Motors have had
their profits hurt by Eurozone instability, while both FedEx and General Electric
mentioned China’s growth slowdown in
their earnings calls. Most businesses operate in several different economies, and
their own performances depend on how
each one of those economies fare.
Any politician that says they’re going
to “create jobs” is flat out wrong. You can
make job creation easier, sure. But actually create jobs? Even the best legislation
could not perfectly predict how the economy will react.
That’s why this election was about social
issues: same-sex marriage, healthcare and
the legalization of marijuana (as NBC’s Brian
Williams put it, “There’s a lot of weed on the
ballot tonight”). I don’t agree with everything on Obama’s plan for the economy, but
at this point it’s a bit of a crapshoot. It’s easy
to be wrong — see: anyone who advocates
for a return to the gold standard — but being
right depends on much more than business
know-how.
As I told my mother last night, I’m socially
liberal before I’m fiscally conservative. To
put it simply, I’ll take equality over economic growth any day. So good night, pundits,
and good luck, Mr. President. You’ll need it.

Shea Maloney is a sophomore who is
majoring in psychology. She can be
reached at Mary.Maloney@tufts.edu.

Walt Laws-MacDonald is a sophomore majoring in quantitative economics. He can be
reached at Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Vanessa Zhang is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major.

Con: It’s all Greek to me
by Shea
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Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Getting “Mitt Romney Style” out of your head

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Jen: “I should have made Zac Efron bigger.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily
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Housing

Housing

Housing

One 6 br apartment. Two baths.
Very convenient to school.
Washing machine and dryer in
unit. Call 617-448-6233

4 bedroom apartments for rent
on Ossipee road. Available June
1, 2013. Good Condition. Walking
distance from campus. Call Maria
(781) 942-7625.

-

For rent- 4 bedroom apartment
Teele ave, Somerville. Available
June 1, 2013. $2800 plus utilities.
617-625-3021

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Editors' Challenge | Week 10
While the rest of the Daily staff was working into the wee hours of the night on Tuesday, crunching election numbers and analyzing the results, we here at the sports section were, uh — well, we
weren’t doing anything at all. Most of us were asleep.
Still, that doesn’t mean we can’t get into the political spirit, too. The Eds’ Challenge race is heating
up, and it’s time to find out which candidates are legit.
David “Barack Obama” McIntyre’s slim lead has dissolved after a horrifying performance in last
week’s debate, where members of the Tufts community grilled him on his apathy toward the men’s
cross country team. Observers reported that McIntyre looked listless and lacked fight as his opponents mercilessly attacked him.
On the other hand, Zachey “Mitt Romney” Kliger has drawn even with the incumbent after a
strong, 13-1 week in the polls. But a recent faux pas could hurt him — Kliger reportedly told the
Kansas City Chiefs that they will never take personal responsibility for their own ineptitude, a comment which won’t go over well with the NFL’s “poorest” owners. As is tradition in the Kliger family,
his star will likely fade by the end of the campaign.
Third-place candidate Ethan “Gary Johnson” Sturm continues to make waves after a 10-4 week,
though some people are questioning his picking methods. According to his fiancee, Sturm actually
vetoed the victories of the Titans and Raiders last week to gain two games in the standings. The
pickertarian will stop at nothing to make his name known to Eds’ Challenge fans all over the world.
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

David
91-41
10-4

Indianapolis at Jacksonville Indianapolis
NY Giants
NY Giants at Cincinnati
Miami
Tennessee at Miami
Detroit
Detroit at Minnesota
Buffalo at New England New England
Atlanta
Atlanta at New Orleans
Tampa Bay
San Diego at Tampa Bay
Denver
Denver at Carolina
Baltimore
Oakland at Baltimore
Seattle
NY Jets at Seattle
St. Louis at San Francisco San Francisco
Dallas
Dallas at Philadelphia
Chicago
Houston at Chicago
Pittsburgh
Kansas City at Pittsburgh

Zachey
91-41
13-1

Ethan

84-48
10-4

Andy
83-49
11-3

Then there’s Andy “Paul Ryan” Wong. He may have a million-dollar smile and stunning green
eyes, but it hasn’t been enough to throw his competitors off course. Nonetheless, Wong managed
to go 11-3 last week after telling the Eds’ Challenge cellar dwellers that they are worthless scum but
that he cares about them deeply.
Alex “Alexander Hamilton” Baudoin is in fifth despite his outdated policies, and he continues to
duel it out with Aaron “Aaron Burr” Leibowitz, who trails him by just one game. If history is any indicator, though, we know how this one is going to turn out.
Meanwhile, Ben “Downtown Scotty Brown” Kochman has failed to capitalize on a lucrative
sports career at Tufts, which includes catching a frisbee one time and losing to Julia Browne (LA ‘11)
in tennis. He’s tied for sixth with Leibowitz and still doesn’t work for sports.
Marcus “Arnold Schwarzenegger” Budline is a big friendly giant who anyone can trust — except
his wife — but he just doesn’t have the brains to escape a major NFL picking crisis.
Jake “Herman Cain” Indursky’s bizarre campaign strategies are coming back to haunt him. He sits
in ninth after a dreadful 7-7 week, and is now preaching a “7-7-7” strategy.
And then there’s Kate “Linda McMahon” Klots, who’s shown us that spending $100 million on a
new KanJam set for the lax house does not guarantee you NFL picking success.
The guest picker is Martha “Abe Lincoln” Shanahan, who may not know much about sports, but
is ready to do whatever it takes to preserve the NFL labor union.

Alex
83-49
12-2

Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
Miami
Miami
Miami
Miami
Detroit
Minnesota
Detroit
Minnesota
New England New England New England New England
New Orleans New Orleans
Atlanta
New Orleans
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Denver
Denver
Denver
Denver
Baltimore
Baltimore
Baltimore
Baltimore
NY Jets
NY Jets
NY Jets
Seattle
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Houston
Houston
Chicago
Chicago
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

Ben
80-52
10-4

Aaron
80-52
10-4

Marcus
79-53
9-5

Jake
78-54
7-7

Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis Indianapolis
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
Miami
Miami
Miami
Miami
Detroit
Detroit
Detroit
Detroit
New England New England New England New England
New Orleans
Atlanta
New Orleans New Orleans
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Tampa Bay
Denver
Denver
Denver
Denver
Baltimore
Baltimore
Baltimore
Baltimore
Seattle
NY Jets
Seattle
Seattle
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco
Dallas
Philadelphia
Dallas
Dallas
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

Kate
77-55
11-3

GUEST
Martha
Shanahan

Indianapolis
Indianapolis
NY Giants
NY Giants
Tennessee
Miami
Detroit
Minnesota
Buffalo
New England
Atlanta
New Orleans
Tampa Bay
San Diego
Carolina
Denver
Baltimore
Baltimore
Seattle
NY Jets
San Francisco San Francisco
Dallas
Philadelphia
Houston
Chicago
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh

I make a
difference.

November 13th 2012,
5pm
¥ Last day for FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS to

DROP COURSES without record.
This is done through SIS online.
NB: 5 pm is the absolute deadline. If you have any problems with
SIS, please do not hesitate to contact Student Services for
assistance at (617) 627-2000 before 5 pm.

Be recognized for making a difference:
activecitizen.tufts.edu/honoscivicus
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Inside NFL

Midseason awards: Current, former
Colts lead the way
by

Alex Baudoin

Daily Editorial Board

With the first half of the NFL season in the rearview mirror, it is time
to evaluate player performances thus
far in 2012. There have been those
who have exceeded their preseason
expectations — such as our MVP —
and others who have failed to live up
to their potential. Here are The Daily’s
midseason award winners:

Most Valuable Player: Peyton Manning,
Denver Broncos
No disrespect whatsoever to Matt
Ryan, who has put together an MVPcaliber season himself, but what
Manning has accomplished in his first
half-season in Denver has been nearly unprecedented. After missing the
entire 2011 season with what could
have been a career-ending neck injury, Manning has transitioned flawlessly into the Broncos’ offense, throwing
for 2,404 yards and 20 touchdowns
through eight games. These numbers
look even more impressive considering that the Broncos’ offense had just
2,434 yards and 20 touchdowns in
the entire 2011 regular season with
virtually the same receiving corps.
Read that again: Manning has nearly
matched the production of the 2011
Broncos passing attack in half as many
games. If he maintains this level of
production while Denver keeps winning games, Manning will add a fifth
MVP trophy to his collection.

Least Valuable Player: Mark Sanchez,
New York Jets
Now in his fourth season as the starting
quarterback of the Jets after being selected fifth in the 2009 NFL Draft, Sanchez
has shown no signs of improvement. After
showing potential in his first two seasons,
Sanchez has become one of the worst
starting quarterbacks in the league and
is largely responsible for the woes of the
underachieving Jets this season. Sanchez
has a 72.8 passer rating, good for 30th in
the NFL and his worst since his rookie
year, and averages a measly 6.38 yards per
attempt. No quarterback has been given
the chance to succeed like Sanchez has,
but his time as a first-string quarterback is
dwindling. Don’t be surprised if Tim Tebow
starts to see increased playing time in the
Jets’ matchup against Seattle on Sunday.

Defensive Player of the Year: J.J. Watt,
Houston Texans
In a league driven by quarterbacks,
defensive end J.J. Watt is the best there is
at putting pressure on an opponent’s play
caller. Watt leads the NFL with 10.5 sacks
and is a major reason why the Texans have
the league’s third-best defense in terms of
yards allowed per game.
Offensive Rookie of the Year: Andrew
Luck, Indianapolis Colts
While most of America has been captivated by the play of Robert Griffin III, Luck
has quietly been the more effective of the
two rookie sensations. Praised as the best
NFL prospect since John Elway, Luck has
exceeded all expectations. The No. 1 pick

New policy tries to curb forfeits,
other problems with program
INTRAMURALS

continued from back

weren’t able to check in,” sophomore Rohan
Rao said. “We were told we had to forfeit and
were then kicked out of the league because it
was our second or third forfeit. I felt like they
weren’t very understanding.”
For students like Aragam and Rao who
just want a well-organized venue to get
some competitive exercise, the roadblocks
to just getting the game going may seem
arbitrary and capricious. However, they
mostly stem from administrative and
competitive requirements.
For example, according to Milligan, the
requirement that students check in is a
complex one.
“The big argument has always been,
‘Why do we need to check in?’” she said.
“We’ve run games before without checking
in, and you just get your team and play. But
there [are] two sides to that coin. You have
students that want everybody checked, or
they find themselves playing a basketball
team comprised of four varsity players.”
Either way, someone is likely to be
unhappy, especially considering the general lack of a sufficient amount of space to
satisfy all groups.
“We don’t have a student recreational
center just for non-athletes, so there are
obviously times of the year when we just
don’t have the court space,” Milligan said.
“Honestly, though, in the day-to-day operations of intramurals, we aren’t having

too difficult a time accommodating both
intramurals and varsity teams.”
Still, Milligan says she works to improve
the program as best she can, albeit slowly,
so that students aren’t overwhelmed with
changes. She cited a recently changed forfeit rule that discourages students from
missing games as the cause for forfeit
numbers dropping from 75 percent to
around 25 percent.
Now, Milligan is continuing to work to
keep forfeits down and students happy.
“One of the things we’ve been working on is maybe making the sports
smaller numbers,” Milligan said. “We’d
make five-on-five basketball into threeon-three basketball, because its just
easier to get three kids together than it
is to get five, and maybe that can help
the forfeit situation.”
In the end, the program remains a work
in progress, and, despite the seemingly
impossible task of finding the perfect recipe
for intramurals, they are not going to die out
anytime soon. Students will always have
their grievances, but they’ll still show up
at the gym for their weekly dose of sports,
even with Milligan vowing to correct some
of the obstacles that have made students so
frustrated over the last few years.
“We’re really trying to adjust to our busy
student body,” she said. “Maybe that will
solve our problem of the pressure of using
the space when we should, and getting the
students who want to play here.”

E-Men and E-Wo hopeful for the spring
ULTIMATE

continued from back

by the lack of ability to get out on the
real field.
“While it’s unfortunate not to be able
to play outside, it allows us to focus on
conditioning and weight lifting, which
many teams overlook,” Perkins-High
said, “We [also] have the luxury of having [senior] Nick Adolph on our squad,
who is currently training to be a personal trainer, which gives us a great
resource.”
All the hard work in the fall and winter
will help the teams try to improve their
finishes in the spring. However, that will
be a tall order, as the men’s and women’s

teams finished tied for fifth and third,
respectively, at Nationals last year.
“We were seeded 16th out of 20 college women’s teams, and we tied for third
place. It was one of the biggest upsets in
College Nationals history,” Lieblich said.
“Our success put Tufts’ name on the board,
and we aren’t expecting that element of
surprise anymore. Anything we take this
year we are going to have to earn.”
“Both the E-Men and the B-Men are
looking to build off of great 2012 campaigns,” Perkins-High added, referring
to the squad’s B team that traditionally
competes among the region’s A teams.
“Last season marked the highest finishes in program history for both teams.”

15

Sports

of the 2012 draft has led the Colts to a
5-3 record just a season after the team
finished 2-14. In last week’s comeback victory over the Miami Dolphins, Luck broke
the rookie record for passing yards in a
game with 433. He is also tied for fourth in
the league in total passing yards, accumulating the exact same number of yards as
former Colts superstar Peyton Manning.
Coach of the Year: Chuck Pagano,
Indianapolis Colts
Coming off of a 2-14 season, the Colts
were expected to be cellar dwellers again in
2012 while their young players gained NFL
experience. Chuck Pagano, however, has
managed to turn a rebuilding Colts squad
into a playoff contender despite being
diagnosed with leukemia in September.
With help from offensive coordinator
and interim head coach Bruce Arians,
Pagano has mentored a young quarterback while transforming the defense into
a 3-4 scheme. If the Colts continue their
strong play and earn a spot in the playoffs,
Pagano should be a shoo-in for coach of
the year.
Defensive Rookie of the Year: Luke
Kuechly, Carolina Panthers
Breathe a sigh of relief, Panther fans, the
future of your defense is in good hands.
After a 15-tackle performance last week
against the Redskins, his second of the year,
linebacker Luke Kuechly has made it clear
that he will long be a defensive force in the
NFL. The Boston College graduate has 77
tackles this season, the third-most in the
NFL and the highest total among rookies.

Tufflepuffs to
ride momentum
to Regionals
QUIDDITCH

continued from back

People were playing up to their games.”
With Tufts down 70-50, junior seeker Duncan Leaf made his move and
secured the snitch, giving Tufts the
30-point boost they needed to edge out
Emerson, 80-70.
“We really focused on playing more
disciplined Quidditch, avoiding erratic plays, and sticking to clean, physical play,” Levine said. “We went out
there and did just that. We improved
every aspect of our game ... Chasing,
defense [and] beating.”
In their last match, the Tufflepuffs
faced off the Boston Riot. The Riot
managed to hang around, refusing
to be put away early, but when the
snitch returned to the field dedicated
play from the Tufts beaters kept the
Riot seeker at bay while giving their
seekers plenty of time to work. In a
spectacular performance, Leaf managed to secure hold of the snitch
while simultaneously being slammed
down and dragged on the ground.
The grab was enough to give Tufts a
60-40 victory.
Overall, Tufts finished third with a
2-1 record and a misleading point differential of -120, mainly due to their
loss against BU.
“We still have a lot we need to work
on, like getting to the goal and scoring,
but overall we’re happy with the tournament, and [we’re] looking forward to
regionals,” Levine said.
As it stands, the Tufflepuffs have
improved to 14th in the IQA’s world rankings after this weekend, which should be
enough to land them a high seed in the
upcoming regionals tournament.
“We’re expecting to be within the
top-five seeded teams for regionals,”
Meyers said. “We have a good team,
we’re just working and practicing on
honing down our technique.”
The Tufflepuffs next play in the
Northeast Regional Championship,
to be held Nov. 17-18 in Newport, R.I.
Twenty-five teams will be in attendance,
with the top 11 moving on to the World
Cup in Orlando, Fla. in April.

Brian Tan | Now Serving

The
Curious
Case of LBJ

L

eBron James is the best basketball player on the planet. If you
disagree with that, you either live
under a rock or are blinded by
hatred and from Cleveland. Starting out
as a prodigy who was hyped up as the
next great basketball player, LeBron’s
path to the NBA has been well-chronicled ever since his days at St. VincentSt. Mary High School in Akron, Ohio.
He was the first overall pick in the draft,
chosen by the local team, the Cleveland
Cavaliers. The rest is history. LeBron
cemented himself among the game’s
greats over the years, and finally won
his long sought-after championship
this July.
However, he is also the most hated
athlete in all of sports. LeBron — or, as
he calls himself, “King James” — has
been criticized for a laundry list of perceived mistakes. When LeBron reached
free agency, he ditched Cleveland
because he decided to take his talents to South Beach, even though he
had promised an NBA championship
in Cleveland. The city of Cleveland felt
abandoned, though now, with future
NBA superstar and my new favorite
player, Kyrie Irving, the Cavs are slowly
back on track.
Anyway, “King James” also appeared
on “The Decision,” an hour-long ESPN
show that revealed where he was going
to play the next year. He was criticized
for not notifying the Cavs’ front office of
his decision before going on the show.
Obviously, LeBron could have done
some things differently, but I’m here
to tell you why LeBron doesn’t deserve
your hate.
First off, the most basic reason to hate
LeBron is that he took the easy way out
by joining Chris Bosh and Dwyane Wade
in Miami to form the Big Three. Hmm,
three superstars joining forces to play on
the same team to maximize their chances of winning championships. Where do
you think they got the idea? Any Celtics
fans care to admit it? Maybe when Kevin
Garnett, Paul Pierce and Ray Allen all
came together and said, “You know what
would be really unfair? If we all played
on the same team!”
Not surprisingly, the Celtics won a
championship their first year together.
In a somewhat similar fashion, the Heat
made the Finals in the trio’s first year
and won it their second. In the year
LeBron finally won that elusive ring, he
was also regular season MVP, Finals MVP,
and an Olympic gold medalist.
Boston fans, I hear you already. You’re
saying that the Celtics’ Big Three didn’t
go on TV to televise their “Decision,”
host an obnoxious celebration party
and declare eight championships for
their new team. Well, judging by how
everyone was trying to predict where
LeBron would end up even years before
he actually hit free agency, ESPN’s literal
nonstop coverage of his possible destinations with Photoshopped pictures
of how LeBron would look in each uniform, isn’t it understandable that LeBron
had an official announcement to let the
whole world know all at once? Instead
of just texting Stephen A. Smith or Chris
Broussard where he was going, LeBron
had “The Decision” because the entire
world was highly anticipating his actual
decision. Not to mention the fact that
the revenue from the show actually went
to local Boys and Girls Club foundations.
As for the celebration, I mean, come on.
Can you really blame a 20-something,
multimillionaire, superstar athlete for
wanting to party with his best friends —
in Miami, don’t forget — and thousands
of other people?
Hate is a strong word, and as everyone
has been taught, we have more room in our
hearts for love than hatred. LeBron could
have done some things differently, but what
27-year-old millionaire is flawless in his
decisions? He doesn’t deserve your hatred.
Unless, I guess, if you’re from Cleveland.
Brian Tan is a sophomore majoring in
Chinese and economics. He can be reached
at Brian.Tan@tufts.edu.
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Intramurals

Intermural program issues
stem from conflicting interests
by Jake Indursky

Daily Editorial Board

For students participating in the intramural sports program, the recreational athletic
competition is often tempered by various
problems with the administration of the
system. Complaints vary from the need to
check in before games to the lack of organization to the length of the seasons.
However, according to Director of
Intramurals Cheryl Milligan, part of the
frustration stems from the constraints
of her role in the system, which include
trying to give the administration and the
students what they want.
“Our job is to take the goals and limitations of the university and its facilities and make the intramural program
as useful a recreational program as we
can for students,” Milligan said. “We
look at how the students don’t necessarily understand our pressures from the
administration, and the administration
doesn’t necessarily understand our pressures from the students, and we take
both of those sides in the middle and try
to direct a program.”

The administration expects the varsity
teams and intramural programs to honor
their separate, allotted gym times. But issues
arise when forfeits lead to empty floor space,
causing four hours of intramural basketball
to turn into a shootaround for one team in
Cousens Gymnasium. This frustrates the
Athletics Department, which would have
plenty of other uses for that space.
But students don’t always see it that way.
In intramural basketball, some lament a
strict forfeit rule and the fact that games are
sometimes cut short.
“We don’t ever have a game clock,” sophomore Karthic Aragam, who has played intramural basketball all three of his semesters
on campus, said. “It leads to a lot of games
that just kind of end abruptly without any
sort of countdown. In close games, decided
by a basket or two, you want to know how
long you have to score. It’s kind of like glorified pickup basketball.”
Another typical complaint is the need for
students to check in.
“We had a soccer game one night, and
our fifth player was late in showing up so we

No. 10 Tufts down Castleton 8-0, will take on
No. 9 William Smith in second round

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

The No. 10 field hockey team will have at least one more game to play this season after
downing Castleton in an 8-0 blowout on a snowy and blustery Bello Field yesterday
afternoon. Although the conditions made for poor visibility, the Jumbos dominated the
game from start to finish, peppering the Castleton net with 26 shots on goal while
only allowing seven. Junior midfielder Emily Cannon (shown), who was recently named
to the All-NESCAC first team, scored two goals, as did senior forward Missy Karp. With
the resounding victory, Tufts will try to take its momentum into its second round game
at No. 4 seed and national No. 9 William Smith on Saturday in upstate New York. Full
coverage of the victory over Castleton can be found in tomorrow’s sports section.

see INTRAMURALS, page 15

Quidditch

Mixed bag for Tufts in final
tune-up before Regionals
by

Andy Wong

Daily Editorial Board

virgina bledsoe / The Tufts Daily

Even with the construction of the new Steve Tisch Sports & Fitness Center, Tufts still does
not have enough space to fully accommodate intramural sports, leading to conflicts when
issues such as forfeits arise.

Ultimate Frisbee

Men’s, women’s ultimate
wrap up for the fall
by Jorge

Monroy-Palacio

Contributing Writer

Usually, college ultimate is played in
the spring and early summer, as teams
break out of their winter shells and showcase their talents on huge grass fields.
However, for the Tufts E-Men and E-Wo,
the fall season is just as important, as
both squads look to recruit new members and improve their play as units.
“The fall is when we teach people,”
women’s co-captain Hailey Alm, a senior,
said. “We have some tournaments to
get people hooked on frisbee and help
everyone improve.”
In addition to getting out onto
Fletcher Field, the teams’ primary
fall practice area, a significant goal of
the fall season is to develop camaraderie among the team members that
will hopefully last into the spring and
beyond, especially for first-years.
“Our aims are primarily adding new
members and teaching those new guys
the game of ultimate. But we also make
it a goal to maintain the strong community that is the Tufts E-Men,” men’s
co-captain Robert Perkins-High, a
senior, said. “As our fall season wraps
up, we’ve already added a very spunky
group of freshmen who have a genuine
interest in the game and add a lot to
the team.”

The fall season is not just about practicing, though. The E-Men have been
participating in tournaments all over
New England, including the annual
Huck a Hunk of Burning Pumpkins tournament at Brown, where the team lost to
Harvard 16-14 in the semifinals.
Still, the fall season is more of a
preparation for the spring, and working hard over the winter is critical to
coming out strong in the real college
ultimate season.
“The winter season is where good
teams are made,” Perkins-High said. “We
are stuck inside for several months, which
can be a good and bad thing.”
According to senior Margot Lieblich,
one of the biggest struggles with playing
inside stems from the inability to accurately simulate the conditions that will be
present in the spring.
“The off-season in New England does put
us at a huge disadvantage, because while
other teams across the country are playing
outdoors, on a full field, as soon as winter
comes we are trapped inside the gym,” she
said. “The gym is especially limiting for a
sport like frisbee, because you cannot practice throwing in different kinds of wind, a
huge factor in playing outdoors.”
The opportunity for conditioning,
however, is invaluable, even if it is caused
see ULTIMATE, page 15

With Quidditch regionals only two weeks
away and with the team needing to play
more games due to the ranking system, Tufts
hosted its own tournament this weekend on
the Residential Quad. With four teams from
three other schools, including Emerson
College and Boston University (BU), the
Tufflepuffs finished in third with two promising wins and one disheartening loss.
Standing at 3-1 for the season after last
month’s season-opening Massachusetts
Quidditch Conference tournament,
and with little competitive action since
then, Tufts was still a game short of the
International Quidditch Association’s
(IQA) 5-game minimum for avoiding a
penalty in its world rankings.
“We needed another tournament. For
rankings in the IQA, you need to play at
least five games or otherwise your placement will be deducted,” senior co-captain Howie Levine, who was sidelined this
weekend with a hand injury, said.
To that end, Tufts invited several
Boston teams to an official tournament
of Saturday afternoon round-robin play
on the Residential Quad, including the
aforementioned Emerson and BU, as well
as Harvard University and the Boston Riot,
Emerson’s second team.
Unfortunately, for their first game, the
Tufflepuffs met with the wrong end of a BU

powerhouse that went on to claim tournament victory.
“Our first game, we came out kind of
flat,” Levine said. “We weren’t prepared for
how good BU was.”
As one of the top teams in the region
and arguably the season’s favorites to take
home the regional title, Boston University
quickly overwhelmed Tufts with their fastpaced passing offense, taking advantages
of any slip-ups in chaser coverage to convert easy goals at the Tufflepuffs’ expense.
“They have very good coordination, and
we just weren’t able to provide adequate
coverage on their chasers,” senior seeker
David Meyers said.
Their strategy worked, as BU eviscerated Tufts, finishing off a 160-10 victory
with a snitch grab.
After the loss, Tufts was forced to regroup
quickly, with a matchup with Emerson less
than an hour away. But there was hope
for the Tufflepuffs, who scored a moraleboosting victory in their first game of the
season against the regional power.
As if the clock had been rewound, Tufts
came out with renewed vigor, playing the
same style they utilized so well three weeks
earlier, bunkering down on defense and
limiting Emerson’s scoring opportunities.
“We had great bludger control,” Meyers
said. “We came out in our subsequent
games and started playing both very well.
see QUIDDITCH, page 15

Courtesy Emily Oliver

The Tufflepuffs came away with a much-needed 2-1 record at this weekend’s tournament
on the ResQuad, meaning that they will not be penalized in the national rankings for not
having played enough games.

