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MOST ITALIANS SEE NATO AS ESSENTIAL, BUT OPPOSE
INF DEPLOYMENT AND INCREASED DEFENSE SPENDING

A USIA-sponsored survey conducted in Italy (and in six other
West European NATO countries) in May~-June 1984 shows:

Majorities Consider NATO Both Essential and Effective

In mid-1984, about as in prior surveys over the past 15
years, NATO is considered essential to Italy's security by a
six-in-ten majority, while about half as many say it is not.

Identijcal majorities of six in ten Italians say NATO can
deter .an attack on Western Europe and can successfully
defend against an attack on Western Europe should it occur.
Half say that NATO's conventional forces are adequate now,
while 30 percent say they need to be strengthened.

A majority (56%) of Italians say that American troops in
Western Europe serve as a deterrent to a Soviet attack
rather than making it more likely, and the prevailing view
(44%) is that U.S. troops should be kept at their present
number. However, a quarter (23%) would like to see the U.S.
troops withdrawn completely, and 15 percent would prefer to
have the number decreased.

Large Majority Oppose INF Deployment

Little changed from six months ago, two-thirds in Italy --
more than in any of the other basing countries -- oppose INF
deployment in their country; fully 46 percent

oppose it. Opposition to deployment has consistently been a
majority view of Italians in USIA surveys since early 198l.
Despite this opposition, a plurality (46%-to-38%) think that
INF deployment will help prevent an attack on Western Europe
rather than making it more likely.

Even with all the publicity about cruise missiles being
stationed at Comiso in Sicily, only a little more than half
(55%) are aware that INF deployment has actually taken place
in Italy. By comparison, 81 percent in the FRG and 70
percent in Britain know of deployment on their soil.

Only a narrow plurality (49%-42%) -- somewhat improved from
late 1983, but the same as in mid-1983 -- say that the U.S.
is making a genuine effort for an INF agreement. However,
most say the Soviet Union is not doing so.
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Limited Support for Increased Defense Spending

Few support increasing Italy's defense effort:

o As has been true in surveys over.the past 15 years,
only a limited minority (currently 18%) wants
increased defense spending. The prevailing view --
though by only a narrow margin over keeping defense
spendxng at present levels -- is; actually for decreas-
ing Italy's defense expendztures. %

o Only 20 percent say that Italyﬂfﬁgﬁot shouldering its
fair share of the Western security burden. Both Italy

and the U.S. are generally seen" s~do1ng their share.

NATO's First Use of Nuclear Weapons.widely Opposed

Only one Italian in ten supports NATO's. first use of nuclear
weapons even if a Soviet conventional attack threatens to
overwhelm Western Europe. Among the others, opinion is
evenly divided between opposition to use of nuclear weapons.
under any circumstances and such use only in response to a
Sov1et nuclear attack. -

Compared to other European Publics, Italians Relatively
Positive Toward U.S. Foreign Policy

S

More in Italy than in the other European countries surveyed
-- and more now than in late 1983 -~ have confidence in U.S.
foreign policy and say that it promotes peace-

o Among the seven publics, only in_Italy (64%) and
Britain (55%) do a majority currently have at least a
fair amount of confidence in the ability of the U.S. to
act responsibly in world affairs. -

o Italian opinion is now divided over whether U.S. poli-
cies in the past year have tended more to promote peace
or more to increase the risk of war.. In the other six
countries surveyed, the prevailing view (by varying
margins) is that U.S. policies have increased the risk
of war.

o Of the seven countries surveyed, only ‘in Norway (60%),
Italy (58%), and Britain (52%) do half or more have
confidence in the U.S. commitment to defend Western

Europe even at the risk of destruction of U.S. cities.
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