Tufts, Somerville relationship over housing is far from
homely, part one of a three part series
see FEATURES/ PAGE 3
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Queens of the court:
Jumbos off to perfect start
of the season

Breaking up never sounded so good: Miranda
Lanmbert’s sixth album boasts powerful ballads, bar
nights, and broken hearts
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Tufts, Somerville: a tense
partnership

Sociology Lecturer Katy
Vecitis passes away Sunday
by Gil Jacobson
News Editor

MAX LALANNE / THE TUFTS DAILY

A FedEx deliveryman enters the apartment building located at 119 College Ave., which the
the university attempted to buy in early 2015, on Nov. 28.
see SOMERVILLE, page 3

Professor Katy Vecitis, a lecturer
in the Department of Sociology, died
on Sunday after being ill throughout
the fall semester and taking a medical
leave of absence several weeks ago.
Chair of the Department of
Sociology Pawan Dhingra was unable
to provide specific information about
Vecitis’ illness in an email that was
sent to sociology majors and minors
and students in the two classes she
had been teaching this semester.
“This is such a loss for her family
and for the university,” Dhingra wrote.
“[ Vecitis] quickly became a beloved
instructor and taught here for many
years.”
According to Dhingra, in addition
to teaching, Vecitis performed stand-

up comedy.
“We as a faculty laughed with her
… and talked about courses, pedagogy
and research,” he wrote.
Dhingra added that Vecitis taught
courses on youth culture and other
topics, in addition to her speciality in
deviant behavior and crime, justice
and media.
Dhingra said that Vecitis’ health
had deteriorated significantly over the
last two semesters.
“[ Vecitis] prioritized her teaching
and ultimately took medical leaves
when it was clear that was best for
her and the classes,” Dhingra wrote.
“Even then she expressed a desire to
return to the classroom when she was
up for it.”
A remembrance for Vecitis will be
held in Eaton 124 at 12 p.m. on Dec. 5,
Dhingra wrote.

French Society hosts panel on repercussions of colonialism in
Francophone world
by Zachary Hertz
Contributing Writer

Tufts French Society hosted a panel
discussion between professors and students on France’s colonial history and
legacy at 6 p.m. Monday in the Alumnae
Lounge. The panel included Professor
of History Hugh Roberts, Professor of
History Elizabeth Foster, Professor of
French Mona El Khoury, Professor of
French Adlai Murdoch and Professor of
Arabic Alexandra Shraytekh.
Ned Connolly, president of the Tufts
French Society, introduced the event. In
his opening remarks, Connolly, a senior,
said that the discussion was part of the
French Society’s efforts to expand the
breadth of their discussions.
Connolly went on to explain the format of the event. First, the discussion
examined the roots of the French colonial effort, regarding when and where
they started and what France’s motivations behind the colonization of specific locations were. Then, the panel
examined the mechanisms — whether
through language, culture or otherwise
— of France’s colonization efforts. The
effects and results of colonization, as
well as how it ended, were also points of
discussion. Finally, the panel examined
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the remnants of colonialism and its lasting
effects.
Murdoch began by
examining
French
colonialism in the
Caribbean.
“France’s motivation for colonizing
in [the Caribbean]
was very simple and
can be summed up
in one word: money,”
Murdoch said.
Murdoch explained
that French colonization in the Caribbean
was rooted in the idea
of European cultural and ethnic superiority. Because the
indigenous population suffered from disease, Murdoch said,
MAX LALANNE / THE TUFTS DAILY
the French relied on History professor Hugh Roberts speaks during a faculty panel discussion on France’s colonial history and legacy,
importing slaves from sponsored by the Tufts French Society, in the Alumnae Lounge on Nov. 28.
Africa for labor and
soon the slave population outnumbered 60 percent of France’s GDP.
French settlers living in Algeria.
the white population by a factor of 10.
El Khoury discussed the French coloAccording to El Khoury, the French
According to Murdoch, this made the nization of Algeria. She said that unlike colonization of Algeria started in 1832.
Caribbean extremely profitable for the the Caribbean, Algeria was a settlement She stated that Algeria was not a land
French and by 1770 St. Germain’s pro- colony and by the time of its independuction of sugar contributed to around dence in 1962, there were one million
see COLONIALISM, page 2
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Professors, students gather to discuss French
colonial legacy
COLONIALISM

continued from page 1
unknown to the Europeans before colonization like the Americas, and that the
French and Algerians had been trading
for years.
El Khoury also said that a unique
product of the Algerian colonization was
the creation of a minority of people
who were trapped between France and
Algeria. This group included the indigenous Jews, mixed-race individuals and
Harkis, who were indigenous Algerians
regarded as French collaborators. El
Khoury said that these groups were marginalized in French Algerian society, but
that film and literature try to integrate
them into the narrative.
El Khoury also talked about how the
rise of the extreme right in France has links
to colonialism in Algeria, especially in the
form of the National Front and its former
leader French politician Jean-Marie Le Pen.
“There is this nostalgia for something
that is lost … and this is present today,” El
Khoury said.
Roberts examined the roots of French
colonization in the Middle East and North
Africa.

“France was already interested
in the possibilities of colonial expansion as early as 1798, when Napoleon
Bonaparte [led] an expedition to Egypt
that [had] a tremendous shock effect on
Egypt,” Roberts said.
According to Roberts, the French
expansion to Algeria began as a move
to divert attention from domestic problems, but in 1840 the French decided to
conquer the country in its entirety as a
response to the threat of British expansion in the region.
However, the decision came at a cost
for the French, as it took an additional
30 years of war for the French to finally
conquer Algeria in 1872.
“This war was terribly brutal and terribly destructive,” Roberts said.
Roberts compared the colonization of
Algeria with the colonization of Tunisia.
The French took over Tunisia in 1881, and
according to Roberts the time difference
was extremely significant, because while
Algeria was separated from the Ottoman
Empire by the French invasion, Tunisia
was a part of the Ottoman Empire during
a period of extreme reform that created
an attempt toward modernization and

the creation of a constitution.
“This was part of the Tunisian success, having a constitutional revolution,
unlike all the other places where the
Arab Spring occurred,” Roberts said.
“A crucial point is that Morocco and
Tunisia [were] treated by the French as
protectorates, and that means that [it
was] much, much easier for France eventually to accept the end of the protectorate and allow a predominantly political
process … without actually engaging in
violence.”
Meanwhile, in Algeria, the conquest
was followed by a decision to treat
Algeria as an integral part of France,
Roberts said. This meant that Algeria
had to fight its way out, in contrast to
the relatively peaceful exits of Tunisia
and Morocco.
Murdoch said that the conversation
about colonialism is still relevant.
“We should bear in mind that colonialism assumes many forms and …
uses many terms,” he said. “Many officials … exercise imperial aggression and
appropriation around the world and
many countries are still guilty of that.
We are sitting in one right now.”

TCU Senate hosts forum to discuss changes to
graduation requirements
by Martin Rodriguez Nuñez
Contributing Writer

Students and faculty gathered in the
Alumnae Lounge on Monday afternoon to
discuss the perceived purpose and importance of Tufts’ current graduation requirements for liberal arts students.
The event, hosted by Tufts Community
Union (TCU) Senate, aimed to collect student
input on the current requirements, according
to TCU senators and education committee
members junior Historian Rati Srinivasan,
sophomore Treasurer Chris Leaverton and
sophomore Education Committee Chair Nesi
Altaras.
According to the TCU website, the
Education Committee focuses on tenure and
promotion cases and the selection of the
recipient of the Professor of the Year Award,
along with individual projects having to do
with student education.
Attendees were divided into smaller discussion groups, which were each moderated by a TCU senator and faculty member.
These discussions focused on major themes
like considering what a liberal arts education
is, what the purpose of graduation requirements are and if the current system effectively
addresses those purposes.
Dean of Academic Advising and
Undergraduate Study Carmen Lowe said that
while discussions this semester have focused
on student and faculty points of view on the
liberal arts curriculum,the discussions next
semester will focus more on the changes to
be made.
“We were hoping to kick off the conversation about the curriculum as a whole, and
to get students and faculty to think about the
curriculum and our requirements holistically,”
she told the Daily in an email.
According to the Tufts Bulletin, the purpose of these requirements is to create
well-rounded students with exposure across
different disciplines. Currently the graduation
requirements call for the following credits: two
semesters of writing, six foreign language/culture, two natural sciences, two mathematics,
two social science, two humanities, two arts
and one world civilization.

There is currently no process in place
requiring the university to review its graduation requirements. This has left the current
system unchanged for about 70 years, according to Leaverton, Srinivasan and Altaras.
“If this change does not come from us
[the students], then it’s going to come from
nowhere,” Leaverton said.
According to Lowe, there are problems
within the current system, such as some students using Advanced Placement (AP) credits to satisfy distribution requirements, while
other students may not have had the opportunity to take AP courses or tests in high school.
“There is way too much emphasis on
checking items off a list, and some students
have the erroneous perception that they must
complete all their distribution requirements
within their first two years before focusing on
coursework that interests them,” she said.
The discussion groups were put in place
after “A Resolution to Change the Graduation
Requirements for the Undergraduate College
of Arts and Sciences” was passed by Senate
in February 2016. The resolution, sponsored
by Srinivasan, Leaverton and Altaras, called
for the creation of a committee made up
of students and faculty to review graduation
requirements at least once every four years.
To fulfill the directives of the February
2016 Senate resolution, the TCU Education
Committee formed a joint subcommittee
with the Educational Policy Committee (EPC),
which is a student-faculty group that works
outside of TCU Senate. According to its website, EPC’s mission is to “initiate, receive,
review and enact policies or recommend proposed changes of educational policies to the
full faculty of arts, sciences and engineering.”
While the EPC is taking part in the liberal
arts distribution reevaluation process, it is
currently focused on the future implementation of the credit-hour system, according to
Srinivasan.
The new subcommittee, made up of members of both the TCU Education Committee
and EPC, is called the Curriculum Review
Committee, whose sole purpose is to review
and propose possible reforms to the graduation requirements in their current form,
Srinivasan said.

“We want to have a bigger discussion of
what does a modern education have to be
like,” Srinivasan said.
The committee has spent time conducting research and reviewing previous surveys
which detail students’ perceptions of the graduation requirements, according to Srinivasan.
“A committee of six people cannot decide
what is best for this entire school,” Srinivasan
said.
She explained that previous surveys completed by graduating seniors have shown several common themes, like science majors’
dislike for arts and humanities requirements,
and vice-versa. Many, Srinivasan added, felt
that the requirements were more of a chore
rather than an opportunity to explore topics
outside a student’s chosen major.
However, according to Lowe, there are
benefits to the foundation, distribution and
major requirements, as they add breadth and
depth to students’ educations.
“The foundation and distribution requirements recognize the value of building on
strengths while working on weaknesses,” she
said.
The discussion over graduation requirements is nothing new, according to Srinivasan.
In the past, efforts to review the requirements have failed because of lack of student
involvement, Leaverton said. He, along with
the other senators, are hoping to change that
by hosting a series of forums with both the
student body and faculty.
Leaverton also added that the purpose
for this year is to collect feedback from the
community.
From there, the subcommittee hopes to
form a larger working group to consider possible proposals, Sranivasan said. At that point,
the working group will be considering more
concrete issues like which classes should satisfy which requirements, or which requirements
should even remain, the senators explained.
“If the faculty don’t know that the students
want [the requirements] changed, then nothing is going to change,” Leaverton said.
The committee has explored other institutions’ graduation requirements and is figuring
out whether they would work well at Tufts,
according to the senators.
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Tufts-Somerville relationship strained by issues
of housing, social responsibility
by Joe Walsh
News Editor

MAX LALANNE / THE TUFTS DAILY

Edward Beuchert, a founding member of the West Somerville Neighborhood Association who currently
serves on its Board of Directors, poses for a picture in front of his house on Conwell Ave. on Oct. 26.
and a deficit of affordable housing in
West Somerville. From Niedergang’s perspective, housing policy is one of the
largest factors shaping the relationship
between the city and Tufts.
Somerville
Alderman
Katjana
Ballantyne, who represents areas of West
Somerville adjacent to the Tufts campus,
agreed that Tufts’ expansions of enrollment have taken housing away from the
neighborhood.
Indeed, according to the Fact
Book published by the Tufts Office of
Institutional Research and Evaluation,
there are currently 3,374 beds for undergraduates in the university’s on-campus
housing system, but there were 5,084 fulltime undergraduates on campus as of

Tufts and Somerville: Housing by the numbers
5,084

beds for
undergraduates

full-time
undergraduates

43%

Rent increase in
Somerville

2015–2016 academic year

25%

500+
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Rent increase
nationwide

$
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Students accomodated by
housing built since the
early 1990s
(Sophia Gordon Hall, 2006)
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Kevin Lawson
The Tufts Daily Show

The Real History
of Thanksgiving

A

This article is the first part in a series
about Tufts’ evolving relationship with the
City of Somerville.
Over the past several years, Somerville
politicians have repeatedly criticized
Tufts University on a number of issues,
arguing that the school too often serves
its own interests at the city’s expense.
Tufts, according to several of Somerville’s
aldermen, has expanded its reach into
city neighborhoods, which has threatened housing affordability for local residents and clashed with the city’s own
strategic goals. The result has been a clear
strain in the relationship between Tufts
and its host community.
The dynamic between Tufts and
Somerville has always been spotted with
typical town-gown issues, such as loud
parties, according to public meeting minutes. However, in recent years the Board
of Aldermen’s chief complaint about Tufts
has shifted from student rowdiness to
administrative inadequacies.
According to Somerville Alderman
Mark Niedergang, the city’s relationship
with the school has always fluctuated,
but it has become more strained recently
because of concerns over housing and
expansions.
“I think there was a deterioration over
the last five years, and my sense is that
the leadership of Tufts is trying to repair
that,” Niedergang said. “I still need to see
more concrete stuff — like housing going
up on campus — before I’ll be mollified.”
Insufficient Housing
Niedergang argues that Tufts does not
have enough on-campus housing, and as
a result, has contributed to rising rents

3,374

3

Median gross rent
increases,
2006–2015

Approximate increase
in undergraduate
student enrollment
since 2002

SOURCES: TUFTS OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH AND EVALUATION, TUFTS ANNUAL FINANCIAL
REPORTS, THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY
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the 2015-2016 academic year. Students
who do not live on campus and do not
commute need to find housing in the
surrounding neighborhoods in Medford
and West Somerville.
Between 2002 and 2016, Tufts’ undergraduate enrollment increased by more
than 500 full-time-equivalent students,
according to Annual Financial Reports
from 2007 and 2016 published by Tufts.
However, according to the Fact Book,
the only major on-campus residential
building for undergraduates that has
been constructed since the early 1990s
is Sophia Gordon Hall, which was built
in 2006 and houses 126 people. In other
words, the increase in enrollment was not
matched by additional housing.
Edward Beuchert, who is a nearby resident and member of the West Somerville
Neighborhood Association, believes that
the deficit of on-campus housing has
forced families and longtime residents to
compete for real estate in the neighborhood with investor landlords looking to
serve the student market.
“Tufts’ idea for dramatically increasing enrollment ignored the housing
issues, and it’s had a tremendous negative impact on our community,” Beuchert
said.
Beuchert further argues that Tufts
should build new housing and, in the
interim, reduce enrollment.
“Sophia Gordon Hall is a wonderful
example of a modern sustainable building,” he said. “I think we need about six
new ones on campus.”
For Ballantyne and Niedergang, their
concerns about Tufts are in the context
of a larger housing affordability problem
in Somerville. According to data from the
American Community Survey, median
gross rents increased by about 43 percent
in Somerville between 2006 and 2015.
In contrast, rents in Greater Boston as a
whole increased by about 25 percent over
that time period, and rents nationwide
similarly increased by about 26 percent.
Ballantyne and Niedergang argue that
Tufts ought to be part of the solution
to the city’s rising rents and housing
needs. Ballantyne cited studies from the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council that
found that the Greater Boston area will
need to add hundreds of thousands of
see SOMERVILLE, page 4

fter a much-needed Thanksgiving
break, I’d like to open with this:
welcome back, all – to Tufts, to
Somerville, to where the laundry
doesn’t somehow magically do itself and
your bed is a hand-me-down from a total
stranger. I hope that week of binge drinking with your high school friends was a
welcome change of pace from the stress of
binge drinking with your college friends.
Thanksgiving, often referred to as
“Turkey Day,” is a day of vegans vigorously judging everyone else while everyone
else gives thanks that they’re not vegans.
But how did this practice begin? It has
occurred to me that not all of this column’s
readers may know. Some may be immigrants, not having learned of the uniquely
American holiday when attending a foreign grade school. To them, I say: wait,
you’re still here? In that case, good news!
Thanksgiving was supposedly created by a
group of migrants escaping an intolerant
government, so you may be closer to it
than you think.
Other readers may be homegrown
Americans whose history classes fed
them a warped, ethnocentric version
of the story, ignoring the tradition’s
murderous beginnings. As they say, history is written by the Victors, and my
history teacher, Victor Donohue, was
really quite an ignorant bastard. But if
your Thanksgiving festivities focus on
togetherness and graciousness, without
necessarily appreciating the nuance of
what happened all those years ago, does
that make you a bad person?
Yes.
So for all of my readers, I’d like to clarify
the origins of the holiday once and for all.
The practice dates all the way back to the
year 1147, when turkeys were first discovered. A group of hunters was out looking
for food when they saw a turkey, and they
said, “Alright, what the hell is that thing? Is
it a bird? Can it even fly, and also are those
its balls on its neck? That thing is so hideous, I’d like to murder it and every other
one I ever see.”
And so they did. And they brought
them all home, where their extended families and friends were visiting from nearby
villages. And they all ate the turkeys while
arguing about how King Stephen of Blois
was their ruler despite never having won a
popular vote. And Janet, the first vegan in
recorded history, vigorously judged them
as they ate. And just like that, a tradition
of togetherness — but at the same time
intense tension — was born.
Over time, people started to call it by
the term “Thanksgiving,” coming from the
Old English words thankis, meaning “to
give,” and givun, meaning “thanks.”
Okay, that might be entirely made up,
but that doesn’t mean it’s a lie! By the laws
of 2016, if this column gets more than 500
shares on Facebook, it legally becomes
true. Oh, and by the way, what you learned
about the history of Christmas is totally bogus too. Newsflash: Santa didn’t
even actually discover America. So I don’t
want to see you sipping out of any holiday-themed Starbucks cups.
Kevin Lawson is a senior majoring in
political science. Kevin can be reached at
kevin.lawson@tufts.edu.
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Tufts, Somerville in conflict over issues of expansion, student housing
SOMERVILLE

continued from page 3
housing units over the next few decades
in order to ensure economic health.
Instead of helping to alleviate the city’s
housing crunch, Niedergang believes
that Tufts has not shown a willingness to
expand on-campus housing and take pressure off the surrounding neighborhoods.
“I’ve had conversations with Tufts
administrators where they’ve basically
told me that it’s not a priority to build
housing,” Niedergang said.
In response, Tufts Director of
Community Relations Barbara Rubel
said that the school recognizes the burden that students living off campus
create for the community, and noted
that the university has been developing plans to increase the amount of
on-campus housing.
“We take the issue of housing affordability seriously and are developing plans
to house more students on-campus,”
Rubel told the Daily in an email.
The school’s Residential Strategies
Working Group (RSWG) has explored
short-term renovations that would add
new beds to existing residences, as well
as the longer-term potential for new construction, according to a letter that Rubel
sent to the Board of Aldermen in October.
In particular, according to the letter,
the RSWG proposed converting some of
the wood-frame houses that Tufts owns
near campus to undergraduate housing.
The university has not solidified details
for that proposal, but Rubel wrote that
the project might be initially piloted in
Medford rather than Somerville.
In an Oct. 13 Board of Aldermen meeting, Ballantyne warned that the proposal
could actually hurt neighbors rather than
help, considering that some neighbors felt

Tufts had already
disregarded community input when the
university initially
purchased the houses. Ballantyne proposed a resolution
to the Board stating
opposition to the
proposal to convert non-residential
buildings.
Niedergang said
in an interview
with the Daily that
he is not opposed
to the idea of converting the woodframe
buildings.
However, he also
does not believe it
is an adequate solution to the housing
problem, because it
would not be a large
MAX LALANNE / THE TUFTS DAILY
enough expansion in The university attempted to buy the apartments at 119 College Ave., pictured on Nov. 28, in early 2015. Around
on-campus housing this time, city legislation gave Somerville more oversight regarding off-campus housing.
to make much of a
difference for the neighborhood.
tenants from overcrowding and unsafe
When the Board of Aldermen initial“To me it is, at best, a tiny positive living conditions. The City of Somerville ly considered the accountability ordistep, but not what the city of Somerville does not allow more than four unrelated nance, Tufts officials supported the idea
has been asking Tufts to do for a long people to live in one dwelling, and the of ensuring safety in off-campus aparttime,” Niedergang said.
ordinance would allow the city to enforce ments, but suggested that the onus be
Somerville began more active over- that law directly.
placed on landlords, not on Tufts, to
sight of off-campus housing in January
Beuchert views the ordinance as a way enforce the city’s ordinance, accord2015, when the Board of Aldermen passed to mitigate the consequences of Tufts’ ing to a Somerville Community Access
the Ordinance Regulating University housing policy. By forcing students to look Television article.
Accountability. According to a March for housing off-campus, he argued, Tufts
Rubel said that, at this time, Tufts fully
2015 Daily article, the ordinance required has created an incentive for landlords to complies with the ordinance.
the university to report the addresses of violate the four-person limit. He believes
“The intent of these ordinances is to
all Tufts students who live off-campus to that overcrowding can create quality-of-life ensure that off-campus housing is propthe City of Somerville once per semester. issues for neighbors, and the increased rev- erly maintained and complies with local
The text of the ordinance explains that enue for landlords could cause home pric- health and safety regulations,” Rubel
the purpose of the measure is to protect es and taxes to go up for other residents.
wrote in an email to the Daily.
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Miranda Lambert’s newest album “The Weight of These Wings” is currently at the top of Billboard’s Top Country Albums chart.

Miranda Lambert feels ‘The Weight of These
Wings’ on first album since divorce
by Justin Krakoff

Executive Arts Editor

The canon of break-up albums
includes some of the most iconic albums
ever recorded. Whether it be Fleetwood
Mac’s “Rumours” (1977), Alanis
Morissette’s “Jagged Little Pill” (1995),
Amy Winehouse’s “Back to Black” (2006)
or Adele’s “21” (2011), records such as
these capture the tumultuous emotions
that come with the end of a relationship
and help take listeners on their own
journey of working through whatever
heartbreak they may be experiencing.
With her sixth studio album, “Weight of
These Wings,” country singer-songwriter Miranda Lambert effortlessly joins
the ranks of these great break-up artists, as she details the fallout from her
own divorce.
In July of last year, Lambert and
then-husband Blake Shelton, a country
star in his own right, announced their
separation seemingly out of the blue.
Unlike other recent celebrity breakups,
such as that of Angelina Jolie and Brad
Pitt, Lambert and Shelton seemed to
end their marriage rather quietly and
provided no concrete reason for the
split. However, this does not mean that
rumors didn’t fly for the better part of
the year, as tabloids released countless
stories speculating about the reasons
behind their divorce.
“Weight of These Wings,” which was
released Nov. 18, ultimately feels like a
response to all this emotional upheaval
and signifies a marked departure for
the Texas native. Over the course of her
previous albums, including “Kerosene”
(2005) and “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend” (2007),
Lambert had cemented her place as a

mainstay in country music by playing
the role of the fiery, scorned ex-lover, indicative of said album titles. Yet
Lambert’s latest release takes a more
emotionally-nuanced approach over the
course of its two discs and 24 tracks,
as she fearlessly wears her scars while
working through a flurry of emotions
and musical genres.
“Runnin’ Just in Case,” which opens
the album and first section “The
Nerve,” gently eases the listener into
this journey, combining classic country instrumentals with a more expansive sound. The track sees Lambert
reflecting on her Southern roots and
the emotional weight of being largely
mobile for the better part of a decade,
especially as she is embarking on her
quest to find herself once more. As
she poignantly sings at the track’s end,
“Happiness ain’t prison but there’s
freedom in a broken heart.”
The rest of the first half of “The
Weight of These Wings” is built around
this concept of grief and exploring its
implications. “Ugly Lights” is a rowdy
country rock anthem that details drinking alone at a bar to cope with loss,
made evident when Lambert nonchalantly sings “I wear my sadness like
a souvenir.” On the sardonic “Pink
Sunglasses,” Lambert sings about cheap
eyewear helping to “Always makes the
world look a little bit better,” while
clearly avoiding her current pain. The
tender, almost leisurely “Use My Heart”
marks the end of the section and sees
a wounded Lambert admitting “I don’t
have the nerve to use my heart.”
However, it is lead single “Vice” that
is perhaps the highlight of the section,
encapsulating the heart of the album in

its four-minute runtime. With the rebellious singer of Lambert’s previous studio albums long gone, the smoky country-rock hybrid sees a fragile Lambert
lamenting the loss of one of her great
loves. The remorseful, eerie track features an atmospheric chorus signaled
by the crashing of an electric guitar
and cymbals as she resignedly sings
“Another call, another bed I shouldn’t
crawl out of / At 7 a.m. with shoes in my
hand / Said I wouldn’t do it, but I did it
again / And I know I’ll be back tomorrow night, oh.”
The second section of Lambert’s sixth
LP, “The Heart,” continues to tell her
story, though she now confronts her
grief and loss rather than drinking or
running away from it. The simple guitar
ballad “Tin Man” references the eponymous character from “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz” (1900), as she confesses
“Take it from me darling / You don’t want
a heart.” While still a bit of a downer, “To
Learn Her” sees Lambert making peace
with the fact that her partner has moved
on and offers sage advice that “To love
her is to learn her / Some things you just
can’t learn.”
Somewhat fittingly, “I’ve Got Wheels”
closes out the album, serving as a full
circle moment. The track starts outs as
a dreamy, mid-tempo tune, but by its
end, it becomes a resolute anthem to
continually moving forward, despite the
pain one faces. While Lambert admits
“Sometimes these wheels / Get a little heavy,” she triumphantly declares
“Damn these wheels / I’m rolling on.”
Just like that, Lambert’s journey ends,
and while her scars may heal, the lessons
from them will never fade — a true testament to the story she is telling.

uch to our disappointment,
there was no new episode
of “Project Runway”(2004present) last week (something to do with turkey and mashed
potatoes), but luckily there was an episode TWO weeks ago that we did not
write about (something to do with corn
and pie). With that episode came the
challenge that all the designers have
been waiting for: the editorial challenge.
Editorial means that the looks are meant
for print ads and are not necessarily built
to be sold or worn like other garments,
allowing designers to pursue their more
avant-garde aesthetics.
To give the designers inspiration for
their pieces, they were flown above the
city of New York in helicopters, where they
drew from the shapes and color of the skyscrapers and the rivers that dominate the
city. The bird’s eye view of New York from
that scene could have been stolen from the
opening credits of most rom-coms, except
for the fact that our beloved designer MahJing lost his cool and screamed and cried
the whole flight.
With only eight competitors left, we
can tell that the energy of the designers
is beginning to wane. The workroom was
quiet, and it was hard to find the one-liners
that we know and love. Designers are just
trying to keep their creative juices flowing
without having a full meltdown (what is
the end of midterms amiright?). Some
designers were able to pull through and
others fell apart. Designer Erin worked on
making her comeback from being in the
bottom-three four weeks in a row with her
mix of regular and industrial textiles. After
scrapping her initial slightly-yonic design,
she ended up with a pink A-line dress with
a blue ruffle at the hem. The judges loved
it, but we think it looked like a seven-yearold’s princess dress.
Designer Dexter remade the jacket from
the Urban Jungle challenge with the Mickey
Mouse ears and an indescribable black
lace dress. It was indescribable because
he didn’t really do anything. It was basically lace with armholes and a hood that
went over the model’s own underwear. The
judges hated the jacket in the past challenge, and they hated it now. Dexter was
sent home. In a surprise twist, Designer
Natalia was also sent home when she made
a poorly-constructed space-age jumpsuit.
It was painful to watch her this episode, as
we saw her break down and create something we know was not her best work.
Cornelius won this challenge with a
smart, well-fitted gray dress with inserts
of bright arrows at the shoulders and hips.
It was the true comeback moment that
Tim knew would happen when he saved
Cornelius two weeks earlier.
This week’s guest judge was our beds.
With all the hubbub of traveling and being
generally sick of people, we cuddled up in
our respective beds and enjoyed the episode with as many bathroom and snack
breaks as our hearts desired. Best judges
yet (sorry all previous judges).
Ana Antolin is a junior majoring in international relations. Ana can be reached at
ana.antolin@tufts.edu. Emily Friedlander is a senior majoring in international
relations. Emily can be reached at emily.
friedlander@tufts.edu.
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Metropolitan Museum of Art dazzles with ‘Jerusalem 1000-1400:
Every People Under Heaven’
by Libby Langsner
Contributing Writer

In the essay “Byzantine Parallels,”
groundbreaking art critic Clement
Greenberg discusses the ways in which
Byzantine art and modern art aim to
create a similar experience for the viewer. In early November, Department
of Arts and Art History professor Eva
Hoffman’s classes — Medieval Art of the
Mediterranean and Artistic Exchange
in the Mediterranean — visited the
Metropolitan Museum of Art for its latest
exhibition, “Jerusalem 1000-1400: Every
People Under Heaven.”
In terms of classifying Byzantine art, its
current reputation has led it to fall to the
wayside. Once the German art historian
Hegel described Byzantine art as backward, it was seen as a part of the Dark Ages,
not only of in terms of history, but also
because of its cultural value. While categorization may be helpful, it often oversim-

AUL LACHENAUER / METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

This bottle, made in mid-13th century Syria,
brings a local Christian community to life
with glass, gold and enamel.

plifies a complex petri dish of culture, as
suggested by the exhibit’s subtitle, “Every
People Under Heaven.” For any show that
contains works from many different parts
of the world and covers many mediums,
curators often aim to categorize shows
around a central theme. Thankfully, the
curators did not choose to group the works
as Christian, Jewish or Muslim – doing so
would limit the works to one interpretation. The use of certain design motifs, such
as interwoven vine patterns, as well as
the crossover of many languages, make it
impossible to separate out which religion
“owes” its identity to which work.
The show contains a wide variety of
objects, pertaining to topics such as trade,
tourism, pluralism, patronage and experiencing sacred art in Jerusalem. In the trade
and tourism section, a group of reliquary
crosses found across Western Europe are
displayed to represent the relics that the
Crusaders sought in the Holy Land. As
Avinoam Shalem wrote in the exhibit’s
catalogue: “Numerous chronicles tell how
reliquaries of the cross from Jerusalem
were prized, featured in the liturgy and
deployed in the battle of the Holy Land,
but not a single example from the eleventh to the fourteenth century can be seen
by visitors in Jerusalem today. Instead,
they are found in European churches and
museums.” It is a stretch to assign objects
procured through stealing as a byproduct
of trade or tourism. However, these crosses prove just how complex each object
in the show is; the line between objects
that were influenced by the Holy Land
and stolen from the Holy Land is almost
impossible to distinguish by eye.
What “Jerusalem 1000-1400: Every
People Under Heaven” does an exemplary job of is illustrating how similar works
of art from different Abrahamic traditions

PAUL LACHENAUER / METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART

This map of the Holy Land, made by an English monk in the mid-13th century, focuses on the
port of Acre, which was a principal arrival point for European Christian pilgrims.
looked and functioned. The same beveled
style and stylistic motifs can be found in
Islamic palaces and the facade of the Holy
Sepulchre. In one case, examples of the
Koran in Arabic, the Torah in Amharic and
the New Testament in Syriac are arranged
open-faced next to each other. Besides the
obvious difference in language, the same
vines outline the pages, and the depictions
of nature follow the same aesthetic goals.
Curatorially, the lighting of the space and
the close proximity of similar objects to one
another evoked just how interchangeable
these works were. The Middle Byzantine
era posed such an exchange of religious,
cultural and artistic practices that to categorize a work as representative of a single group would undermine the cultural
fluidity of that time period. The physical
space between works not only allows one
to view them more carefully, but also helps
the viewer recognize that to observe one
work without the context of those around it
would block one’s view of that object completely. There was no way to look at one
work and not simultaneously look at sever-

al. While this may come off as a curatorial
faux pas, it enhanced the complexity of the
pieces and their histories while establishing that no stand-alone work could produce the same effectiveness as a group of
objects could.
The essence of the show captures this
idea that these works are resistant to
categorization, and one can only really
figure out their cultural significance by
looking at them from every viewpoint.
These objects do not fit our cut and clean
arrangement of art history. As Greenberg
writes, “The Byzantines dematerialized
firsthand reality by invoking a transcendent one.” The work of the Holy Land
did create a transcendent reality in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. People of all
religions viewed objects that exemplified
that the history of their faith may not have
been as resistant to mixing with other religious groups as they may have thought.
Ultimately, the show proves that every
Abrahamic religion and cultural group did
once beside one another, and they created
something beautiful, too.
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Phil: “You called me baby.”

Comics

SUDOKU

DOONESBURY
BY GARY TRUDEAU

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER

Difficulty Level: Fading away after surviving 600 assassination attempts.

Tuesday’s Solution

FOR RELEASE NOVEMBER 30, 2016

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited byCROSSWORD
Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Rough guess
5 Company that
developed the
first aluminum
teakettle
10 Pre-coll. catchall
14 Words of lament
15 Inventive types?
16 Wild way to run
17 Stock in
company
producing solar
panels, e.g.
20 California rolls
and such
21 Bud holder?
22 Touch-and-go
23 Swell treatment
25 Cato, for one
27 Exonerated by
the evidence
33 Single
34 Suggested
actions
35 Wish for
37 In-flight fig.
38 Jack’s value,
sometimes
39 Spearheaded
40 Fixture that may
have claw feet
41 Closed in on
43 Fish that can
swim backwards
44 A.L. West pro,
informally
45 Standing
hospitable offer
48 Five-time
Olympic
swimming gold
medalist
Ledecky
49 Church-owned
Dallas sch.
50 Moth-__
53 “Inside Politics”
airer
55 Initial stage
59 Take on holes 10
through 18 ...
and a hint to a
letter sequence
hidden in 17-,
27- and 45Across
62 Vacation spot
63 Nemesis
64 Canal past
Rochester

11/30/16

By Gail Grabowski and Bruce Venzke

65 Far from friendly
66 Parceled (out)
67 Frees (of)
DOWN
1 Loses firmness
2 No __ traffic
3 Former Iowa
Straw Poll city
4 Dwelling fit for a
queen
5 Boxer Laila
6 Website offering
7 Stalactite sites
8 Home of college
football’s Ducks
9 Mule’s father
10 White-coated
weasels
11 Golf ball positions
12 Sound of
frustration, often
13 __-bitty
18 Good-natured
19 Copied, in a way
24 Called the whole
thing off
26 Early assemblyline autos
27 Arrange
28 Logger’s contest
29 Ready to draw,
as beer

Tuesday’s
Solution
Tuesday’s
Puzzle
Solved

©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

30 Physics particle
31 Capone cohort
32 Cape Cod
community
36 Black, in verse
38 Studio renter
39 Sweet-smelling
garland
42 Typed in again
43 50-50 wager
44 Knockout
46 __ Creed

11/30/16

47 Wild way to run
50 Large-scale
51 “One more
thing ... ”
52 Towering
54 Put a handle on
56 Apple Watch
assistant
57 Oklahoma city
58 Driving needs?
60 Clothes line
61 Dancer Charisse
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Lessons learned
by Jamie Neikrie
The Democrats lost the presidential
election, while failing to regain control
of the House or the Senate. This necessitates some hand-wringing and strategizing. But so far, the lessons that have
emerged from Nov. 8 have largely been
the wrong ones. Buoyed by the notion
that this election was swung by a white,
populist uprising, Democratic rhetoric
since Election Day has largely focused
on the need to appeal more strongly to
white, middle and lower class voters, still
the largest voting bloc in the country.
Senator Bernie Sanders (I-vt)– who has
become a more prominent and vocal leader in the Democratic Party since his presidential bid — has called for Democrats
to move beyond “identity politics” in an
attempt to better appeal to white voters.
“One of the struggles that you’re going
to be seeing in the Democratic Party is
whether we go beyond identity politics,”
Sanders said at a recent talk at Berklee
College of Music in Boston. “Some people
may not agree with me, but that is the
fight that we’re going to have right now in
the Democratic Party. The working class
of this country is being decimated. That’s
why Donald Trump won.”
Even stalwarts of the left like Senator
Elizabeth Warren (D-mass) have made the
same calculation. As reported by Politico’s
Gabriel Debenedetti, Senator Warren privately told donors that “Democrats need
to step up their economic appeal to everyday voters.” And, to be clear, “everyday
voters” means mostly white voters.
This kind of rhetoric is dangerous,

especially for people of color. There is
a very good argument to be made that
Democrats need to alter the rhetoric they
use when talking to Republicans on a
face-to-face level. Calling someone a racist or a bigot ends the conversation; it
does nothing to sway someone’s opinions nor does it foster a productive conversation. However, there is a fine line
between using more tactful rhetoric and
normalizing the policies that Trump and
the Republican Party have promoted. Not
everyone who voted for Trump is a racist;
many voted along economic lines that
they perceived would be fiscally advantageous for them. But, these voters nonetheless disregarded racist, sexist, xenophobic and Islamophobic rhetoric from
the Republican nominee, and all of them
voted to promote policies that I believe
will have a racist effect. As a society, we
cannot afford to accept these views.
Political parties have abandoned
people of color before. Republicans
abandoned Reconstruction and black
Americans after the Civil War. In the
wake of the Great Depression, Democrats
excluded African Americans from policies like the G.I. Bill and Social Security to
make New Deal policies more politically
palatable. And, far more recently, former
President Bill Clinton adopted a “tough
on crime” stance that led to the passage
of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994, a law that created much of the mass incarceration of
black men that exists today. Each of these
moves was a calculated stratagem from a
political party to appeal to white voters.
The difference today is that people of

color constitute a larger share of the voting bloc than they ever have before. As a
percentage of the electorate, non-Hispanic whites declined from 85 percent in 1986
to 74 percent in 2012. These trends will
only continue as the Baby Boomer generation — which was 75 percent white as of
2015 — continues to die out. In contrast,
just 55.8 percent of millennials are white.
Diversity is the future, and Democrats are
poised to capture those gains.
On election night, millions of
Americans watched Van Jones distance
himself from a shockingly white and conservative panel on CNN by announcing that this election was a “whitelash,”
a white, populist movement fueled
by hatred and fear. These were brave,
bold words and they needed to be said.
Trump’s appeal in rural and suburban
white America was absolutely motivated
by these sentiments.
However, it would be a mistake to
make this the central narrative of the
election or the fundamental reason why
Trump won. After all, Trump secured
fewer votes than either John McCain in
2008 or Mitt Romney in 2012. No, this
election was about turnout, specifically
from young and minority voters who had
turned out in such impressive numbers
for President Obama.
While numbers are still being counted, it appears that about 55 percent of
the voting age population cast ballots
in this year’s election. That would be
the lowest turnout since 1996, when just
53.5 percent of voting-age citizens voted.
Republicans didn’t win the election —
Democrats lost it by not showing up

LEFTOVERS

BY NOAH KULAK

to vote. This is the narrative that the
Democratic Party should be focusing on:
how to increase turnout from young voters and minority voters.
Let’s not forget, Hillary Clinton won the
popular vote by two million and counting.
In the wake of the election, Democrats
must double down on an agenda that
appeals to and excites their base: young
people and people of color. A myopic
attempt to be more politically competitive
among white voters now could jeopardize
the party’s future, as well as demonstrably
hurt people of color.
This isn’t just about rhetoric. A shift
in Democratic strategy will have real
implications. A Democratic Party that
is attempting to avoid racially-charged
issues and appeal to white voters will
almost certainly have to abandon platform issues such as criminal justice
reform, immigration reform or attempts
to narrow the educational attainment
and wealth inequality gaps.
After a tough defeat, the Democratic
Party is at a crossroads. The road that
they choose to travel will make all the
difference.
Editor’s note: If you would like to
send your response or make an op-ed contribution to the Opinion section, please
email us at tuftsdailyoped@gmail.com.
The Opinion section looks forward to
hearing from you.

Jamie is a junior majoring in political science. Jamie can be reached at benjamin.
neikrie@tufts.edu.
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Updating distribution requirements in the College of
Arts and Sciences
It has been decades since the graduation requirements for the College of Arts
and Sciences at Tufts have been seriously
and holistically re-evaluated. The Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate and
faculty members are currently assessing
whether or not our long-held distribution requirements are congruent with the
university’s current values and needs. The
graduation requirement system mandates
that students in the College of Arts and
Sciences must fulfill two credits in each
given subject area (humanities, arts, social
sciences, natural sciences and mathematical sciences), as well as complete a “world
civilizations” course, a six-credit foreign
language requirement and a first-year
writing requirement.
While these requirements are well-intentioned and facilitate interdisciplinary exposure, they are in need of major
reform. An undergraduate education at
Tufts should be flexible and accommodating of students’ academic interests. The
distribution requirements, in their current
state, tend to hinder educational exploration in many cases, as they encourage
students to “check the boxes” for their
graduation requirements rather than
explore courses that legitimately interest
them. Accordingly, the administration and
the Educational Policy Committee (EPC)
should work together with students to
reexamine our current system and consider revising and reducing the number
of distribution requirements to allow for
greater academic freedom.
The intent behind graduation requirements — to provide students with a comprehensive liberal arts education — makes
sense, but its implementation creates
challenges. Although many Tufts students
want the ability to explore new disciplines,
introductory courses in many departments are notoriously difficult classes that

intimidate non-majors. The high barriers
to entry in more demanding introductory courses mean that humanities majors
take the same few filler classes just to
get their other requirements out of the
way. Instead of actually exploring fields
outside their comfort zones, many students breeze through classes with little
relevance to their interests, putting in
minimal effort.
We must find a better way to encourage students to leave their comfort zones
and try new things, rather than incentivizing them to take the easier (but less
valuable) route. One simple solution would
be to require students to take a certain
number of courses outside of their majors
and minors, instead of requiring particular
subjects. This would encourage students
to expand their academic horizons and
explore new areas without being forced
to take courses that either do not interest
them or are deemed invaluable to their
studies and future careers.
The current requirements are not always
applied fairly, either. Advanced Placement
(AP) credits allow certain students to test
out of requirements, while other students
are at a disadvantage if their schools did
not offer such opportunities. The system
perpetuates educational inequities that
hold students of different backgrounds to
different standards. While this problem
cannot be solved without eliminating AP
credits altogether, which would be especially controversial for students who wish
to pursue multiple majors, it can be mitigated by lessening the burden of the distribution requirements themselves.
According to a poll conducted by the
TCU Senate last year, 86 percent of A&S
students surveyed said that there are “too
many” or “many” graduation requirements. Because such a large portion of
undergraduates clearly feel burdened or

unsatisfied with academic requirements,
it is necessary that the administration
update the current system in order to
reflect student feedback and interests.
While requirements are intended to aid
students in choosing a comprehensive,
broad-minded academic curriculum, they
should not lead students to feel limited
throughout their academic careers or to
take classes of little interest or value to
them. The administration and EPC should
therefore aim to incorporate students’
interests, concerns and proposals for productive change.
Not only will mitigations and revisions
to the current system provide students
with greater academic freedom and flexibility, but they will also ensure that our
graduation requirements are modernized
and in line with our current university values. Like any other academic policy, graduation requirements should be updated
and reassessed on a regular basis. Just as
the university took the important step
to implement a new, standardized credit system earlier this year, the same modernization process should take place with
graduation requirements.
The TCU Senate’s initiative to modernize these requirements is long overdue and will have a lasting impact on
the Tufts community. The details of each
course and requirement can seem trivial,
but these small decisions comprise the
values and goals of a Tufts education.
Distribution requirements are a cornerstone of the liberal arts curriculum, and
must be re-examined to reflect the university’s focus on interdisciplinary learning, active citizenship and other values
important to students. The reform process may be long and overwhelming, but
it gives us a chance to determine how
we want to build our education and our
future.
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Anna Sossenheimer
Jumping Hurdles

Staying present

S

omething about going home
for a break is always healing
for me. Every time I return to
the snowcapped mountains of
my hometown, I find myself more centered, grounded and all-around calmer.
Being away from the hustle and bustle
of school, work and the constant activity at Tufts made me realize just how
unfocused I’ve felt this semester and
how important it is to A) take space and
breaks, and B) stay present and grateful.
One thing I’ve learned during my
time at Tufts is that mindset is everything. Working on cultivating a positive
outlook can be very helpful when faced
with impending deadlines, assignments
and hectic social schedules. It’s easy to
get sucked into a spiral of stress, anxiety and negativity, so actively working
on an optimistic mindset is a small
but effective way to combat this. In my
experience, one way to do this is by
focusing on the present moment and
practicing gratitude. But how exactly does one “practice gratitude?” What
does it mean to be present?
Someone once told me that practicing gratitude is like working out a muscle. Each time you work on being grateful, you flex the so-called “gratitude
muscle,” and slowly but surely it gets
stronger, and feeling grateful becomes
much easier. When I wake up in the
morning, I like to think of one thing
I’m grateful for in my life, and when
I go to sleep, I think of one thing that
happened in my day that I was grateful
for. This daily ritual of thankfulness and
humbleness has shifted my outlook on
life from stressed and negative to positive and content.
Staying present is trickier, since I
often find myself anxious about the
future or thinking back on something I
did that embarrassed me. To me, being
present means living each moment with
purpose and mindfulness. It means taking each day as its own wonderful occasion. That does not mean refusing to
think about the future or the past, but
rather letting go of worries about what
is to come or what has already gone.
Being present is coupled with being
grateful — having gratitude for each
passing moment that you exist and live.
Working on these two things has
transformed my approach to life and
stress management. I’m able to take a
normally frustrating situation and work
through it without feeling bogged down
with helplessness. Of course, it is natural to still feel emotions like anger and
sadness, but by working on one’s mindset, it’s easier to acknowledge those
emotions and let them pass, as opposed
to dwelling on them.
Changing one’s mindset isn’t easy,
and in the beginning it takes work to
actively change one’s thought process
and habitual attitudes. However, it
becomes easier over time, and it can
be so helpful. Working on my thought
process and my mindset have helped
me manage an anxiety disorder and
has transformed my college experience.
After all, college is tough, and it’s normal to feel anxious, stressed and overwhelmed. But you are far from helpless,
and sometimes all it takes is a little
change in attitude.

Anna is a junior majoring in sociology.
Anna can be reached at anna.sossenheimer@tufts.edu.
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Baptista double-doubles against Brandeis, blocks seven shots
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from back
to being a forward and looks to be a key
fixture on the team this year, averaging
7.8 points per game in 27.5 minutes
played thus far.
“[Knapp] has been doing a great job
so far. She originally came in last year
as a point guard, but coach has clearly
seen something in her regarding her
abilities for defense [and] offense, so
she’s been putting her a lot on the
wing and she’s been doing a great job,”
senior tri-captain guard Josie Lee said.
“She just works really hard on defense,
is a greater scorer and playmaker.”
On Nov. 22, the Jumbos notched
a 34 point, 73-39 victory over the
Lyons, forcing 31 turnovers and holding the visitors to just 23.3 percent
from the field in their first home game
of the season.
Lee contributed four of the team’s
14 steals, demonstrating her defensive
prowess, along with eight points and four
assists. Lee is looking to make more of an

offensive impact on the court this season
to match her defensive contributions.
“Personally, I’m definitely going to
be working more on my offensive presence,” Lee said. “My defensive presence is what I usually rely on, but in
order to really impact going further I
need to work on my shot, driving the
basket and even crouching the board
for offense.”
The Jumbos raced out to an early
15-4 lead on Knapp’s back-to-back field
goals about halfway through the first
quarter and never looked back. The
Jumbos outscored the Lyons by at least
six points each quarter and shot 46.9
percent from the field.
“It’s definitely nice to see everyone
in the rotation, [first-years] making an
impact, returners making an impact,”
Knapp said. “I think compared to last
weekend we’re already making big
jumps towards where we really need to
be come NESCAC season.”
North posted a game-high 13 points and
five rebounds, while Baptista was a per-

fect 3-for-3 from the 3-point range in the
first half en route to scoring nine points.
In a game where Tufts nearly
emptied its bench, first-year Erica
DeCandido shot 5-for-9 from the field,
posting 10 points and highlighting the
skill of Tufts’ reserves.
“We have a deep bench and a large
rotation, so coach [Carla Berube] has
really been able to utilize that especially during games,” Lee said.
Despite its blowout wins this past
week, Tufts is continually looking for
ways to improve and maintain its competitiveness, even against weaker teams.
“I think we’re getting better: defense,
offense, running plays, working on help
defense,” Lee said. “I think it’s just the
whole process and overall we’re definitely doing well so far [but] we’re only
going to strive to [keep] improving.”
Tufts resumes its season this Friday
at 8 p.m. against St. Lawrence and
Saturday at 1 p.m. against Clarkson
at the Williams Tournament in
Williamstown, Mass.
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A Tufts sailboat participates in the Mystic Lake Team Race on April 10.

Rachael Silverstein hired as full-time assistant coach for
women's sailing
SAILING

continued from back
Barbano and senior MaryClaire
Kiernan. While Legler believes the
sophomore class is filled with tremendous depth and skill, the team will still
be left with a dearth of skippers. This
year’s first-year class has shown promise but is still developing and adapting
to collegiate sailing.
“I joined the team as a walk-on having some prior experience with sailing
and racing. Even though I already knew

some racing basics, being on the Tufts
sailing team allowed me to learn about
an entire new layer of complexity of
the sport,” first-year Kelsey Foster told
the Daily in an email. “I learned of the
many small details that contributed to
better boatspeed and tactics, such as
where to position my body during a
turn and how to read the sails and water
to give the skipper information as to
what direction to head in.”
Foster is looking to grow as a sailor this winter and spring. She plans

on learning more about the sport
and gaining experience through team
meetings and regattas and eventually
expanding her role on the team.
Legler, on the other hand, will be
spending this winter tending to the
fundraising and administrative work
that has been piling up since the fall. He
is also very excited to focus on recruiting for the class of 2021, which will
hopefully feature Carlos Robles from
Spain, whom Legler has deemed “ the
best youth sailer in the world.”

Want to get campus news the moment it happens?
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook!
/thetuftsdaily
@tuftsdaily

/tuftsdaily
/tuftsdaily
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Bradley Schussel
The Coin Toss

Lucky (NFL)
Week 13

W

elcome to The Coin Toss,
where I make some bold,
unlikely predictions every
week about some of your
favorite professional sports.
My flight was delayed three hours and
I’m writing this article in an airport TGI
Fridays, but no matter. The predictions
must go on! First, let’s recap the last edition from two weeks ago.
I had the Pacers defeating the Cavaliers
and this was correct! Paul George led
Indiana to a 103-93 win. I predicted a
low-scoring game between the Vikings
and Cardinals; fewer than 24 combined
points between the teams. This was wildly
off, as the combined score was 54 points.
Lastly, I had the Buccaneers beating the
red-hot Chiefs. Tampa Bay did take the
win, 19-17.
Another two-for-three week for The
Coin Toss! Still yet to go three-for-three or
zero-for-three. Anyway, let’s get into some
NFL Action!
49ers defeat Bears for second win
This isn’t exactly a big upset, but the
Bears are favored to win this game, and
perhaps they should be. Jay Cutler has
held the Bears back, and I think he’s a big
reason that they’re 2-9. The Niners have a
much worse team, however, and are 1-10
on the year. This prediction rests on the
shoulders of Colin Kaepernick, who had
a monster game in week 12 against the
Dolphins. Kaep threw for 296 yards, ran for
113 and tossed three touchdowns through
the air last week. I think he can come close
to replicating this performance, as the
Bears’ defense is one of the league’s worst.
If he can exploit that, his team should be
able to get the win in Chicago.
Giants get seventh straight win in
Pittsburgh
Despite having a better record (8-3)
than the Steelers (6-5), the G-men are
still the underdog coming into this game.
ESPN’s Football Power Index gives the
Steelers about 70.1 percent chance to win.
However, the Giants are hot, and I think
they’ll ride their win streak to a tough
road win in Pittsburgh. Odell Beckham Jr.
should have himself a big day against a
weak Pittsburgh secondary. Despite being
one of the most talented teams in the NFL,
the Steelers have disappointed this year.
Ben Roethlisberger recently described his
team as “undisciplined and not accountable”. The lack of discipline has been the
Steelers’ demise and will continue to be. I
like the Giants in this matchup, and I think
they’ll pull off the upset.
Cowboys tally 500 total yards of
offense against Vikings
In case you’ve been living under a rock,
the Cowboys are absolutely on fire. Dallas
is 10-1 and on a ten-game winning streak.
This is in large part due to its offensive
line, which I think doesn’t get enough
credit. Travis Frederick, Doug Free, Tyron
Smith and the rest of the o-line have been
the driving force behind this team’s success. This week they’ll face a tough Vikings’
front seven. I think the Boys will rise to the
challenge and have a huge game. Dallas’
offense has yet to hit 500 total yards in a
game. So far, their best was 460 yards in
week eight against Philadelphia. For their
offense to get 500 yards on Minnesota is
highly unlikely. But hey, that’s why it’s a
bold prediction!
Bradley Schussel is a sophomore
majoring in biomedical engineering.
Bradley can be reached at bradley.
schussel@tufts.edu.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Jumbos post 34-point victory in first home game
by Alison Kuah

Contributing Writer

Tufts started strong at home this past
week, blowing past the UMass. Wheaton
Lyons and the Brandeis Judges by a combined margin of 50 points in the team’s first
two home games. The team recorded a
53-37 win over Brandeis on Sunday and a
73-39 victory against Wheaton (Mass.) on
Nov. 22, bringing its record to 4-0.
The Jumbos got off to a slow start
against the Judges on Sunday, who outscored them 12-15 in the first quarter.
Tufts’ offense struggled initially, as the
team shot just 3-of-15 from the floor in
the first quarter. Tufts remained close
despite its sluggish start thanks to junior
forward Melissa Baptista’s seven points
and two blocks in the first six minutes
of play. The Jumbos clamped down on
defense in the second quarter, holding the Judges to just two points, 1-of17 from the field, to finish the half
ahead 25-17.
The third quarter was evenly
matched, as Tufts barely edged Brandeis
12-11 in the quarter to extend its lead
to nine points — 37-28 — heading into
the final quarter. The Jumbos went
a perfect 8-of-8 from the free throw line
in the fourth en route to 16 points in
the quarter and held the Judges to nine,
taking the contest 53-37.
Baptista carried most of the load for
the Jumbos, double-doubling with 17
points, 13 rebounds and seven blocks in
just 23 minutes of play, finishing the day
6-of-10 from the field and 2-of-5 from
beyond the arc.
Senior tri-captain Michela North
also made Tufts history Sunday, becom-
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Tufts forward junior Melissa Baptista collides with Hamilton guard and forward junior Lauren Getman during the first half of thel game
against Hamilton in Cousens Gym on Jan. 16, 2016.
ing the all-time rebounding leader
(852) after collecting 10 rebounds on
the day. She also added eight points
and five blocks.
“I thought we played really [solidly]this weekend,” sophomore guard
Jacqueline Knapp said. “Obviously
there’s lots of room for improvement,
but Brandeis is a good team, they’re a

very physical team [and] we definitely
stepped up and played well.”
Knapp, as the only new starter on the
squad this year, has embraced a greater
leadership role.
“I think definitely as a sophomore I’m
going to have to transition to be more of
a leader this year, I’m still an underclassman, but we do have a lot of [first-years],

and I think it is important even as a sophomore to be a leader on the court,” Knapp
said. “I think the upperclassmen have
been great with the transition and being
able to play with them definitely helps.”
On the court, Knapp transitioned
from being a point guard in her first year
see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page 11

SAILING

Tufts places second in field of 18 at Atlantic Coast Dinghy Championship
by Marc Weisglass
Staff Writer

Tufts’ co-ed sailing team capped
off its fall season on the weekend of
Nov. 12, racing close to home on the
Charles. The team finished second out
of 18 at the MIT-hosted Atlantic Coast
Dinghy Championship.
Tufts’ skipper senior Scott Barbano
and sophomore crew Ian Morgan led
the team over the weekend with a second place finish in the B division,
racking up 126 points, three points
behind first-place MIT. Senior skipper
Griffin Rolander and junior crew Emily
Shanley-Roberts finished third in the A
division with 130 points, placing them
behind MIT and the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy. Tufts’ aggregate
score of 256 points fell close behind
MIT’s 245-point total.
Despite falling behind in early races,
both MIT and Tufts were able to capitalize on the later blunders that some
of the strongest competitors made.
In the 17th race, both of Tufts’ boats
finished in the top 10, while both sailing duos from College of Charleston,
which finished third overall, came in
16th. Seventh place Yale’s A division
boat did not finish better than 12th
in the last six races, which contrasted
with its first six races of the regatta,
three of which the boat won outright.
Yale finished Saturday’s 10 races in the

lead but dropped off significantly on
Sunday to cede the lead to MIT.
Coach Ken Legler, whose co-ed squad
of Jumbos is ranked No. 5 in the nation,
believes that Tufts’ success can be
attributed to opposing teams not being
at full strength to some extent.
“We did well at MIT because some of
the best sailors in the world were there
for the women’s regatta. Some of the best
skippers in the country are women skippers, including at least four from Boston
College, Yale, University of Rhode Island
and Coast Guard who weren’t in the
co-ed regatta,” Legler said.
Complimenting Tufts’ success at
the Atlantic Coast Championship
was junior Alp Rodopman’s performance this season. After competing in
the Olympic qualifiers this summer,
Rodopman dominated the New England
single-handed sailing scene. He finished
first earlier this fall at the New England
Single-Handed Championships with a
score of 44 – a full 46 points ahead of
second place. However, his sixth-place
finish at the National championship
leads Legler to believe there is room for
improvement.
“He needs to not lose his skills
because he went through Olympic training while a lot of the other sailors from
other schools were being students and
being a student erodes your skills at
single-handed. You get better at double-handed but your single-handed

skills just won’t be the same as if you
were training in open sea during an
olympic campaign with other champions,” Legler said.
At the same time, Legler hopes that
Rodopman can further develop his double-handed skills. Tufts’ senior Sandy
Beatty from Nova Scotia provides a
model for Rodopman in this endeavor,
as Beatty improved his double-handed sailing after missing the Olympics.
Thus, practicing with Beatty provides
Rodopman with a unique opportunity.
“You’re not going to have this opportunity to train at this level for double-handed sailing once you graduate,”
Legler said.
Goals for next season consist of qualifying for the three major regattas: the
team nationals, the dinghy nationals
and the women’s nationals.
The hiring of Assistant Coach
Rachael Silverstein puts the women’s
team in a much better place to succeed
— this marks the first time that Tufts
sailing will have a full-time assistant
coach. Silverstein, who worked with the
team on weekends last year, has a deep
history with the sport. She sailed for
University of South Florida from 2009
through 2012 and has raced in small
keelboats since college.
“She’s current with the sport, she’s
a student of the sport and she’s really
psyched and smart. Essentially she’s a
really good educator,” Legler said.

Tufts will host the New England
Team Racing Championship on April
8 through April 9, and pursues a topfour finish in order to qualify for the
National Team Racing Championships.
Despite failing to finish higher than
eighth in the past five years, Legler
believes that being the home team will
give his squad a leg up this year.
“We’ll be better prepared than we
have been for the past couple of years
anyway,” Legler said.“There’s a lot of
advantages to being home team, more
so than in any other sport. Our conditions are unique because the air is
shifty and the water is flat on a tiny lake
and our boats are different. That said,
really good sailors can figure out how
to race in any boat. It’s the ones that
aren’t that great that use the boats as an
excuse for not doing well.”
Legler is confident that his team will qualify. He believes that Tufts is well ahead of
Brown and that the only New England teams
that stand in Tufts’ way are No. 1 Yale, No. 7
Dartmouth and No. 8 Boston College.
Should Tufts qualify for the National
Championship, the team hopes to
overthrow Yale, which is trying for a
fifth consecutive title. Yale is currently tied with the 1990s Tufts teams for
most consecutive titles.
Tufts will graduate some of its strongest skippers this spring in Rolander,
see SAILING, page 11

