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School
WELCOME TO TUFTS. LOCATED ON THE BORDER BETWEEN THE
SCENIC CITIES OF MEDFORD AND SOMERVILLE, TUFTS UNIVERSITY CARRIES ON A PROUD TRADITION OF COMMITTED SCHOLARSHIP, DEDICATED PROFESSORS, AND PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION. CUTTING-EDGE RESOURCES, DEVOTED FACULTY, AND A
GLOBAL OUTLOOK MAKE TUFTS TRULY A TOP-TIER INSTUTUTION
OF HIGHER LEARNING. AT TUFTS, STUDENTS LEARN TO THINK
CRITICALLY, NOT JUST ABOUT THE OUTSIDE WORLD, BUT ABOUT
THEIR OWN SITUATION, POSITION, AND REPRESENTATION WITH
REGARD TO EVERYDAY LIFE.

“SOME KIND OF IMPORTANT QUOTE THAT TAKES UP THIS SPACE.”
SCHOOL IS A PROJECT ENGINEERED BY CHASE GREGORY, UNDERTAKEN AT A SUGGESTION FROM HER ADVISOR, CHRISTINA
SHARPE, AND WITH THE HELP OF SEVERAL TUFTS STUDENTS WHOSE WORK AND COLLABORATION CONTRIBUTED TO THE
STUDENT PROFILES, ARTICLES, PHOTOS, CAPTIONS, ART, COMICS, AND OTHER IMAGES/STORIES FOUND IN THE NEXT PAGES.

Thank
you

Special thanks to Christina Sharpe, Joseph Litvak, Jumbo, (Un)Making
American identities, the Tufts University Admissions department (for
being so cool about everything), Literary Theory, Lee Edelman, Stephan
Pennington, Monica White Ndounou, Sonia Hoffkosh, Dave Keirsch,
Keith Ashley, Papercut Zines, P.T. Barnum, Spotify, the Tufts Digitital Media Center, my housemates, Chris Gregory, Paul Gregory, the Gregorys,
WMFO, TDC, Kathleen Cohen, the Visual Identity System handbook, and
all the students, anonymous and named, who were profiled in this book.
“School” © Chase Gregory,
May 16, 2012. Lulu press
and the Internet.
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A HELPFUL GUIDE FOR
PROSPECTIVE DESIGNERS

In January 2006, Tufts completed a year-long brand identity analysis that established
the university’s most advantageous market position. It defined
the themes and messages that
would best communicate Tufts’
mission, values, and character
to the general public.
Establishing and maintaining
this market position requires
that these themes and messages appear consistently in
all communications originating
from the university.
Furthermore, the brand strategy
links all of Tufts’ varied activities
to an overarching narrative that
research suggests will differentiate Tufts from its peer institutions.

From the President
Tufts brings distinctive values and purpose to the
land- scape of higher education. The university uses
its unique constellation of undergraduate and professional schools, as well as its social commitment and
dedication to cross schools in multidisciplinary collaboration, to lead the way in addressing the great social
challenges of our day.

- Visual Identity Guide*

This visual identity manual plays a critical role in
fulfilling Tufts’ promise as an institution—conveying
the essence of our mission and spirit through a consistent and compelling graphic system that supports our
brand strategy.
The manual provides simple ground rules. By following these guidelines in all our communications, we
each contribute to Tufts’ rising reputation for excellence across the country and around the globe.
When an issue arises that does not appear to be addressed by this manual, please contact Tufts’ Office of
Publica- tions. They stand ready to help all offices develop strong, compelling, and distinctive communications under the banner of Tufts’ visual identity system.

Prompted by the regulations imposed by the
Tufts “Visual Identity System” comprehensive
PDF, a former member of Tufts Admissions contemplates the implications of branding, color,
and serif versus non-serifed fonts.

(All text in this chapter is courtesy of the Tufts Visual Identity Guide, conveniently published
online for prospective Tufts designers, publishers, and admissions employees so as to ensure a strong, coherant, and easily-identifiably Tufts brand. Please use the identity system
detailed in the following pages to inform your decisions regarding representations of Tufts
on all official and unofficial documentation, including websites, pamphlets, leaflets, signage,
business cards, stationary, mugs, t-shirts, mousepads, stickers, and comic books. Further
information can be found at the Tufts publications website.)

*Tufts University. Visual Identity System FAQ. Tufts
University Pubications, 10 Dec. 2010. Web. 7 Jan.
2012. <http://publications.tufts.edu/faq/>.

It is important to remember that the brand strategy not only
applies to formal communications, such as brochures or Web
pages, but also to informal communications, such as casual
conversation or speech. Every communication, from the most
mundane to the most elaborate, is an opportunity to reinforce a
central message about the character of the institution.
Another important aspect of brand strategy is building the
institution’s distinctive personality in the mind of the public.
Therefore both the content and the style of each message is important. To put this in human terms, how would an institution
that is forward-looking and socially engaged speak? It would
not be shy, pedantic, provincial, or arcane. It would be engaging, cosmopolitan, unpretentious, and enthusiastic.

Incorrect Uses
of the Logo
Never manipulate or distort the Tufts logo, for
example, by stretching or compressing it:

Never add any elements to the logo, such as a
line or punctuation mark:

Never add words or images to the logo to create a composite logo treatment:

Never try to redesign one element of the logo, for
example, the word “university”:

The Tufts Logo
The Tufts logo exemplifies the
brand strategy.

Never replace an element of the logo:

In addition, a “clear area” around the logo equal to the
height of the lowercase letters (the x-height) should
be incorporated into any design using the logo:

The word “Tufts” is set in type of a
style known as “Egyption” or slab
serif. This typeface is modern and
collegiate and conveys a confident
and positive feel.
The seal conveys the message
that Tufts is an institution grounded
by tradition.
The choice of all caps in
“university” conveys a sense of
strength and purpose.

*Tufts University. Visual Identity System FAQ. Tufts University Pubications, 10 Dec. 2010. Web. 7 Jan. 2012. <http://publications.tufts.edu/faq/>.

*Tufts University. Visual Identity System FAQ. Tufts University Pubications, 10 Dec. 2010. Web. 7 Jan. 2012. <http://publications.tufts.edu/faq/>.

THE TUFTS SEAL has a long tradition as an element in university iconography. Many
people are surprised to learn how much the seal has changed over the years. For most
of Tufts’ history, the book pictured at the bottom of the seal was the Bible, and it sat on
a mound of rocks surrounded by ocean. The version of the seal that most Tufts students
and alumni recognize today dates from the 1950s, when the founding year was added and
many of the explicitly religious elements were removed.

A
PROUD
HISTORY
TUFTS UNIVERSITY
THEN AND NOW

Tufts University is an institution with
many rich and storied traditions. Today,
the college and graduate school are the
inheritors of a unique historical legacy.

*Tufts University. Visual Identity System FAQ. Tufts University Pubications, 10 Dec. 2010. Web. 7 Jan. 2012. <http://publications.tufts.edu/faq/>.

A “LIGHT ON THE HILL”
HERETICS

ROYALL HOUSE & SLAVE QUARTERS
The estate of the Royall family, built between 1732 and
1737, today sits just outside of Tufts campus, on the corner of George Street and Main. Born in Antigua, Isaac Royall
Sr. established a sugar plantation and retired to Medford
after amassing large sums of wealth in the Atlantic Slave
Trade (the pineapples that adorn the many buildings of
Royall House, and several other buildings in Medford and
surrounding areas, are reminders of Isaac Royall’s lucrative career.) An estimated 63 slaves lived on their Medford
plantation, a 600-acre property called Ten Hills Farm. Today,
the site contains the only standing slave quarters in New
England.

Founded in 1852 by Unitarian Universalists, Tufts remains a
beacon of progressive and forward-thinking education. Until the
mid-1800s, Universalists were considered a heretical Protestant
sect, decryed by the establishment for their belief that, among
other things, any human being could get into heaven. Writes Russel Miller in LIght on the Hill: A History of Tufts College, 18521952, “As late as 1829, because of their religious convictions,
they were barred in several states (including Massachuetts and
Connectivit) from testifuing unders oath in court proceedings.”
Despite their minority standing, the movement gained momentum, attaching itself to various social causes; Universalists in
Massachuetts “took a strong stance against slavery, advocated
temperance, and even organized a General Reform Association
in the 1849s through which they could express themselves and
act on the various movements permeating the Jacksonian era
that were intended to better the lot of mankind” (Miller). Some
radical Universalists, including the college’s first president, believed in fraternal property and extreme pacificism, founding a
utopian colony in Hopedale, Massachusetts.

Tufts class of 1889

architect sketch: library, 1966

two students in dorm room, 1930

student poses with new Red LIne addition, 1965

GRANDFATHER’S HOUSE
Noted abolitionist Lydia Marie Child, famous both for her anti-slavery activism and her charming “Thanksgiving Verse,”
had family in the city as well. The “grandfather’s house”
mentioned in her well-known verse was purchased by the
university in 1976 and still stands on South Street.
Name

Ultimate Fate

Tenure in Years

Santo
Girl 6 Years of Age
Old Cook
George
Abraham
Betsey
Nancy
Old Negro Man
Cooper
Hagar
Joseph
Mira
Phebe
Plato
Stephy
Diana
Joseph
Belinda
Joseph
Prine
Priscilla
Bathsheba
Nanny

Unknown
1
Unknown
1
Unknown
1
Suicide
38
Death
15
Manumission
23
Let Out
23
Unknown
1
Death
22
Sale
23
Death
8
Sale
23
Death
12
Death by drowning 15
Sale
23
Unknown
1
Unknown
1
Manumission
11
Gift-transfer
11
Unknown
1
Gift-transfer
1
Gift-transfer
1
Gift-transfer
1

Alain Badiou, first president (left); Charles Tufts, donor, (right)

illustration of Goddard Chapel, 1906

Jackson students on “baby day,” 1924

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

Poster for the Barnum & Bailey Greatest Show
on Earth. Barnum’s shows, like the one advertised, often included the “great presentation of
marvelous living human curiosities.”

Phineas Taylor Barnum was perhaps
the most well-known benefactor of
Tufts. Although he was not an alumnus
of the university himself (born on July
5, 1810 in Bethel, Connecticut, he had
already made it as a showman and investor by the time Tufts was founded in
1852), he had self-professed great sympathies with Universalism. P.T. Barnum
is best remembered for his “American
Museum,” and for the circus he started
with his once-rival, James Bailey, which
has toured throughout the country since 1881. Because of Barnum’s close ties to the university,
Tufts adopted his prize elephant,
Jumbo, as its official mascot after the animal’s death in 1889.

Jumbo proudly escorted through New York City.

The greatest entrepeneur
of his time, Barnum was
one of the first Americans
to realize the commercial
potential of human zoos.
Before the Civil War, Barnum’s circus toured with
Joice Heth, a woman who
he claimed had been a
slave of George Washingon’s. Barnum’s insight
paved the way for future
businessmen.

THE STORY OF JUMBO
“Jumbo, Tufts University’s official mascot, was a male African elephant owned by P.T.
Barnum, a Tufts trustee and benefactor. Jumbo was the largest elephant known at the
time, standing approximately 12 feet tall at the shoulder and weighing more than six
tons.
Though Jumbo never visited the Tufts campus during his lifetime, Barnum donated
Jumbo’s stuffed hide to Tufts College in 1889, when the pachyderm became the Tufts
mascot.
Jumbo was still a baby when he was captured by traders in Abyssinia in 1861. He was
sold to a wild animal collector, Johann Schmidt, who subsequently sold the elephant to
the Jardin des Plantes in Paris. Jumbo remained in Paris for three years with another
elephant, named Alice.
In 1865, Matthew Scott, who was to serve as Jumbo’s keeper for the rest of the elephant’s life, came to see the two young elephants that were ill. Scott believed that
they could be cured and arranged to acquire them for the London Zoological Gardens in
exchange for a rhinoceros. Under Scott’s care, they were returned to health, and Jumbo,
especially, became a favorite of visitors to the London Zoo.
In 1882, Barnum purchased Jumbo for $10,000 from the Royal Zoological Society in
London. After a great protest from many in England, including Queen Victoria, Barnum
brought Jumbo to America. The elephant toured with the Barnum & Bailey Circus for the
next several years, traveling on a specially constructed rail car that was large enough
to hold him.
In 1885, Jumbo was killed by an oncoming train in St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada. Their
keeper was leading jumbo and Tom Thumb, a dwarf elephant, across the train yard
when a train came down a little-used track and struck the mighty pachyderm. According
to legend (spread by Barnum), Jumbo pushed Tom Thumb out of the path of the oncoming train, saving his life, and reached out his trunk to his keeper, Matthew Scott, before
dying. However, eyewitness Edgar H. Flach reported that Jumbo fled the train when
his keeper realized the danger and directed him to run. In his fear, Jumbo missed the
opening in the fence that would have enabled him to leave the track unharmed. While
Jumbo’s heroism in saving Tom Thumb does not appear to be true, Flack confirms that
Jumbo did clasp his beloved trainer in his trunk before dying.
Barnum had Jumbo’s skeleton and hide saved and mounted separately. Stuffed Jumbo
continued to tour with the circus until 1889, when he was given to Tufts to be displayed
in the Barnum Museum of Natural History, a building named for its benefactor, P.T. Barnum. Barnum hoped that the stuffed elephant would provide useful publicity for Tufts
College. Jumbo’s bones were mounted and given to the American Museum of Natural
History in New York, where they were on display for many years.
In addition to giving his name to Tufts’ athletic teams, Jumbo was believed to be a
source of good luck. Before big exams or games, students would tug on his tail or
put pennies in his trunk to ensure a good outcome. All of the tail tugging took its toll,
however, and his tail was replaced in 1942, when stuffed Jumbo underwent repairs.
The original tail was packed up with other historical materials and is held in the Tisch
Library’s Digital Collections and Archives.
Jumbo was housed in the Barnum Museum until 1975, when much of the building
and its contents, including Jumbo, were destroyed by fire. The next day, a member of
the Department of Athletics salvaged ashes from the site where Jumbo had stood and
placed them in a peanut butter jar, which continues to serve as a good luck charm for
Tufts athletics teams.”

Jumbo as seen from the front of his crate.

--“Tufts Journal: Tufts at 150: Elephant Tales.” Tufts Journal. Web. 25 Feb. 2012.

THE JUMBO CANTEPIC
THE STORY OF THE FAMED TUFTS MASCOT
AS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE CLASS OF 1906
[Excerpt from the Tufts Songbook]
Hail to the king of the elephants, O now we
sing his praises
Hail to Jumbo! Hail to Jumbo!

Jumbo the great, he’s deceased now of late
His size was a wonder to behold
Clever, so they say - take it as you may
This is the theme we sing you

PROUD
PACHYDERMS

His ma immediate produced
The family scale but little used
The babe was weighed, and they were amused
At fourteen hundred eighty

But still from pleasure’s narrow path, he
ever longed to go
And seek some realms of elephant bliss,
where ne’er was circus show

Old Hoo-joo gazed in greedy glee
(He’d just been dining on a missionary)
He smack’d his lips and then said he:
He’s right for my digestion!

But still we’ll hail, o yes, we’ll hail
Hail to the king of the elephants,
Hail to Jumbo! Hail to Jumbo!

[Quite to his detriment!]

Tufts Glee Club, early twentieth century. (Tufts Digital Archive)

[A bouncing babe was he!]
Immediately upon this occurrence in Jumbo’s remarkable
career, the natives of the neighboring tribes were assembled to extend their congratulations to Madame Jumbo The
chief, Hoo-joo-poo-jou-whang-te-ad-de-um-jor, called by
his beloved subjects Hoo-joo for short, expresed the feeling
of the entire congregation in the following liquidocicious
speech
CHORUS:
Whoopalala hib blo jim
jamdi cum hi lo
hing ham boo slo reel
Fill in the tish tush
hem in the mish mush
hiopellermell ter ah um um

But still you must remember that there’s
ne’er a rose without a thorn
Well what’s that to do with Jumbo, his life,
or death, or where he was born?
You rightly say his size was great, that
praised he was by all around
Crowned heads did gaze on him with joy,
and in him pleasure found

Oh harken unto me, I pray
While I present my Jumbo lay
The theme is old, perhaps you’ll say
Quite to my detrimation

Once on a time, long, long ago
Where Afric’s burning breezes blow
And softly glides the dark Congo
Great Jumbo there was born

Jumbo on the Green.
(Chase Gregory)

JUST HOW IMPORTANT
WAS JUMBO TO TUFTS A
HUNDRED YEARS AGO? A
SHORT SEARCH THROUGH
THE DIGITAL ARCHIVES REVEALS THE HISTORY OF
THE UNIVERSITY’S REVERANCE FOR BARNUM’S BIGGEST STAR.

Perhaps you all don’t know that the average genus fegibus
is passionably fond of the American missionary, either to
season his consomme, or as a rare bit. Nevertheless such is
the epiconstituous fact. As the pitying, soft-eyed missionary
lands, the feejees regale him with the following soothing
welcome, the original of which no “horse” is published.

A band of hunters came one day,
When the innocent babe was out at play
And bore him from his home away
To British domination

The one of all whom we extol
Whose priases sound from pole to pole
Whose ambitions great have reached their goal
is illustrious PT Barnum!
He heard of Jumbo’s great renown
And straight did go to London-town,
And thence did bring him safe and sound
To the Hub of Christendom
[Rah! Rah Rah Rah for Barnum!]
Jumbo is dead and gone
Peace to his ashes be
Jumbo is dead, dead!
Jumbo is dead, dead! [etc]

To entertain your well we have tried
We hope our fun and music may abide
We’ve carreid Jumbo thro’ until he died
We all have a word to say beside
Jumbo, we revere thee
Ever more we praise thee
Thy name in golden glory
Will shine above the stars

CHORUS

Now Jumbo fled this peril great
Of being cooked and ate in state
but still pursued by cruel fate
Incurred incarceration

The Madame Jumbo, standing upon the shore, overcome
with grief, bursts into the wildest cries of anguish. As the
ship that is to bear him far, far away glides through the waters, Jumbo still hears that sad polyduphennitary refrain

Original text. (Tufts Digital Archive)

Sit-in in President Hallowell’s ofice, 1969

medford residents protest
new dorms, 1978

Fletcher Dean’s office bombed in antiwar protest, 1971

Jacksoncollege
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Jackson
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anti-apartheid protest, 1978

Fletcher
antiwar
school
rally,anti-vietnam
1969
bombing, 1990

BECAUSE IT SOUNDS LIKE YOU
NEED SOME REMINDING

rally against racism, 1987

Prompted by the regulations imposed by the
Tufts “Visual Identity System” comprehensive
PDF, a former member of Tufts Admissions
contemplates the implications of branding,
color, and serif versus non-serifed fonts.

THE TUFTS BRAND
STRATEGY
Tufts’ brand strategy contains
two parts.
First is a series of core messages that should continually
be reinforced in all communications.

Major Theme

Tufts is a university focused
on new leaders for a changing
world.

Supporting Points

We draw on traditions of innovation and progressive thinking
going back to our founding in
1852.

We are pioneering and entrepreneurial.
We are engaged with the outside world,
promoting active citizenship.
We are focused on the great challenges
of the new century.·
We are global in our perspective.
We are educating the next generation of
leaders through genuine collaboration of
faculty and students.
We possess special strengths in international affairs, life sciences, and environmental sciences and engineering.

The Tufts Logo
The Tufts logo exemplifies the
brand strategy.
The word “Tufts” is set in type of a
style known as “Egyption” or slab
serif. This typeface is modern and
collegiate and conveys a confident
and positive feel.
The seal conveys the message
that Tufts is an institution grounded
by tradition.
The choice of all caps in
“university” conveys a sense of
strength and purpose.

Second, there is a set of stylistic traits that describe the Tufts
personality

The Tufts Personality
We are:

enthusiastic, eager, and flexible
spirited, exuding enthusiasm for Tufts
intellectually substantial
committed to genuine diversity, conveyed
through voice, tone, and style

We are not:

Verbose or pedantic
Pretentious or hidebound
Defensive or apologetic (never comparing
Tufts to other universities)
*Tufts University. Visual Identity System FAQ. Tufts
University Pubications, 10 Dec. 2010. Web. 7 Jan. 2012.
<http://publications.tufts.edu/faq/>.

Writers and graphic designers, indeed anyone involved in university communications, should try to manifest these characteristics in the tone, style, and substance
of their communications in order to convey the “Tufts personality.” If you are unsure of how to proceed, please contact the Office of Publications for assistance.”
- Visual Identity Guide

“Besemer’s paint sculptures announce their affiliation
with artifice through more than just their materiality; the
colorfulness of the paintings also announces a gleeful
refusal of the grim monochromatic palette of minimalism… color, bright color, has been devalued in Western
art … If straightness (masculinity in particular) is associated with minimalism, then excess (of form, color or
content) becomes the signification of the feminine, the
queer, and the monstrous.)” (121)
--Halberstam, Judith. In a Queer Time and Place: Transgender Bodies, Subcultural Lives. New York: New York UP,
2005. Print.

*

FOOTNOTE: however problematically, my own personal taste with regard to clothing and design is often characterized by me and those who
know me as “seventies-era / gay male / English professor.” Though I recognize the reductionist tendedncies of this description, it’d be dishonest to
pretend otherwise. For the record, my own gender queerness, my own academic pursuits, and my own debt to (and resultant identification with) both
gay men, English professors, and the 1970s means that even if the relation is problematic (in the same way all drag can be problematic) it’s not entirely
appropriative, either.

A note about color-builds:
When working with four-color- process, designers should be aware that
they will not be able to reproduce the
school colors precisely.The following
color mixes provide the closest approximation of the school colors in
most contexts:

Check one:
White

Tufts Brown
PMS 4625

Tufts Blue
PMS 279

Using Extended Color Palettes to Develop
School or Department-Level Identities
One of the ways individual units of the university can create a “sub-iden- tity” is to
work within a specific color palette when designing electronic or print publications. The
colors below are meant to coordinate well
with the school colors. A unit might choose
to employ cobalt blue, green, and gray as the
colors that will help create its visual identity,

so that their publications are recognized as coming from a
single source within the university.
The main consideration when choosing
color is that it should be sufficiently distinct from the official Tufts colors of blue
and brown.
Below is a suggested system of colors that

would work well together in a family of
publications. They include
accent colors (bright and vibrant),
hues (medium tones), and tints (pale
colors).“university” conveys a sense of
strength and purpose.

It is very important that designers or desktop publishers do not attempt to construct
the logo themselves, as the lettering in
the logo has been sculpted especially for
Tufts. Please obtain authorized electronic
files of the logo from Tufts’ Office of Publications.
Do not reproduce the logo by scan- ning a
previously printed version. Such “secondgeneration” art will degrade the quality of
the image and perhaps alter the scale of
the various elements. Please obtain original art from Tufts’ Office of Publications.
Never manipulate or distort the Tufts logo,
for example, by stretching or compressing
it:
Never try to redesign one element of the
logo, for example, the word “university”:
Never add words or images to the logo to
create a composite logo treatment:
Tufts official colors are discussed in the
color section of this manual, starting
on page 20. The official shades of the
univer- sity’s brown and blue are defined
and a palette of complementary colors is
provided.
This section explains how to employ color
with the Tufts logo.
Correct uses
With one exception, the Tufts logo should
always be printed in a single color.
That one exception is when the logo is
printed in the school colors, which are

brown and blue.
When designing a brochure that employs less than full color, for example
a two-color green and black piece, the
logo should printed in the darker and
more neutral of the two colors, which
in this case would be black. The logo
could also reverse out to white.
Incorrect uses
It is not permissible to print the logo in
any other two-color combination, such
as black and blue, red and black, or
white and blue.
Such misuse of the logo could lead
to confusion about the official school
colors and would therefore be counterproductive to the aims of the branding
strategy.
Because the logo is the primary mark
of the university, it should be printed in
the official school colors. If this is not
possible, then it should be reproduced
in a neutral dark shade, such as black.
Three versions of the Tufts logo have
been created to suit different design
circumstances. All of the guidelines
that apply to the main Tufts logo also
apply to the variants.
Ultimately, the designer of a particular brochure or Web page will decide
which of the three versions of the logo
will best suit an individual project. The
following guidelines are provided to
assist designers in their thinking.
The main version of the university logo
is the most complete and should be
used wherever possible. All of the elements of the logo are important: the
treatment of the word “Tufts,” the seal,
and the word “university” make an
essential statement about Tufts’ place
in the ranks of American educa- tional
institutions.
The Tufts seal has a long tradition as
an element in university iconography.
Many people are surprised to learn
how much the seal has changed over
the years.
For most of Tufts’ history, the book pictured at the bottom of the seal was the
Bible, and it sat on a mound of rocks
surrounded by ocean. The version of
the seal that most Tufts students and
alumni recognize today dates from

(confusing Tufts conversation c. Nov 2010)

the 1950s, when the founding year
was added and many of the explicitly
religious elements were removed.
Use of the official Tufts seal should be
limited to formal documents, i.e., on
diplomas or other official adminis- trative communications emanating from
the President’s Office or the Board of
Trustees. The seal may also be used
for official ceremonial func- tions and
appear on approved plaques, flags, or
furniture.
It should never be used on print or
Web marketing materials in lieu of
the Tufts logo.
Official art should be obtained from
the Office of Publications and not
scanned from an existing printed copy
of the seal.
No unit of Tufts should develop a logo
that incorporates the seal.
All of the rules regarding the main
When the university logo is repro- university logo also apply to the duced in
brown and blue, the words school logos. identifying the school can either
be printed in brown or black.
When the university logo is produced
in a single color, the words identi- fying the school can be reproduced in
the same color, in black, or in white.
Correct Uses One of the five official
versions (see page 16 for more
details) should be placed prominently
on all print and electronic communications seen by external audiences.
The school logos can be reproduced
in a limited range of two- and threecolor treatments. The main university
logo should always be in a single
color, except when it is reproduced in
brown and blue.
Incorrect uses
It is not permissible to print the logo
in any other two-color combination,
such as black and blue, red and
black, or white and blue.
Such misuse of the logo could
lead to confusion about the official
school colors and would therefore be
counterproductive to the aims of the
branding strategy.
Because the logo is the primary mark
of the university, it should be printed
in the official school colors. If this is
not possible, then it should be reproduced in a neutral dark shade, such

MEET
THE
JUMBOS

Name: Chase Gregory
Year: 2012
Major: English and American Studies
Hometown: Manhattan Beach, California
Age: 21
Race: White
Height: 5’5”
Sex: Female
Avrg Parental Yearly Income: $250,000+
Eyes: Green
Hair: Brown
Interests: Queer theory, literary theory,
critical race theory, comics, public radio,
college radio, books, guitar, banjo, the
1960s, chunky glasses, bike riding, nerds,
earth tones, The Colbert Report, tea, coffee, art, the indoors, the outdoors, music,
sweaters, collecting vinyl, psychotherapy,
farmshares, visual identity systems
Activities: WMFO, Tufts Admissions

“I LOVE ATTENTION AND
I LOVE TUFTS, SO IT’S A
GREAT GIG.”

STUDENT PROFILES

So you’re a cartoonist. Tell us about that.
I’ve been writing comics since I was eight years old. My personal and academic biographies in this area are kind of… together?
Like inseparable.
Well you drew for Tufts for a bit.

Tufts has long been committed to the diversity of its student body. Get to know the people
who make up this thriving undergraduate
community.

Yeah my friend Coorain and I started drawing comics together, and over the summer we wrote three 20-page comic ‘zines, which
we put up on a blog. The Admissions department found them, and offered me a job drawing a webcomic for the university and
managing the student admissions blogs. So I was transcribing my life into thrice-weekly comic form, on a blog that gained a considerable following.
How was that?
At first it was awesome! I love attention and I love Tufts so it was a great gig. My friends liked being in the comic, and I loved geeking out about the school. I turned kind of famous. I gave a keynote address with two other people at April Open House, and people
started stopping me and telling me they liked my cartoon. A lot of people came to Tufts because of me (I know because we have a
“Why Tufts?” section on our supplemental essay, and the admissions officers forwarded me paragraphs where T is for the T was
mentioned. I met people because of the comic. I made people happy. I got to be my own dorky English-major self, and it was really
empowering and happy for me; I was happiest sophomore year.
You say “at first”…?
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It is, it was. I’m basically over that now. I just try to be truthful.
You say “at first”…?
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Black
World Lit; that class and a later class called Constructions of
Whiteness dealt directly with issues of representation and critical race theory. The way I thought about image and identity was
profoundly altered by a seminar taught by Professor Sharpe
called (Un)Making American Identities, and in that one we applied critical race theory to our own lived experiences as students at Tufts.
I don’t see what that has to do with comics.

T is for the T, 12/8/09

“I RAN INTO ANOTHER PROBLEM. ANOTHER
SET OF PROBLEMS, I GUESS. ONE MORE
ROOTED IN THE ETHICS OF REPRESENTATION.”

Tufts Daily, 2009
Tufts ENews, 2009

Wait, so: comics.

I’m anxious about this like, touristic fascination. And I’m concerned
with the ethics of representation.

Right. I wanted to do something different than what
I was doing for Admissions, because one of the
things we discussed a lot was the Tufts image versus the Tufts experience. And a large part of that
was about admissions. And since I was so involved,
I felt like I should explore the things that were making me uncomfortable: the reduction, that kind of
thing. A photographer, Migdalia Valdez, came to the
American Studies department as an artist-in-residence, and we put on a show with her.

You’re going to have to say more.
Like, okay. So I was worried about reducing people to an “Other.” And
sometimes controlling the image of other people is a way to control
them, or can be seen like that. I feel more in control of my own body
because I can draw it; who’s to say I’m not also doing that with other
people?
Okay.

What was the show?

So like one day during (Un)Making, about midway through the semester, we split up into groups by race, and collectively wrote down our
overall experiences in the class so far. When everyone shared, my
group, the white kids,

I ended up writing a twenty-four hour comic, where
I juxtaposed comic scenes from my day with photographs I had taken during those scenes, to show
the ways “actual” images looked versus how I remembered them and cartooned them later. Then
we put the entire comic up on the wall and exhibited it.
Did people like it?
Some people really thought it was cool [“Hey! It’s
me! Omigod it’s me! That’s so cool!”], but others –
a couple people – felt like I’d pinned them up to a
wall, for my own gain or my own manipulation

And then the other students spoke.

T is for the T, 6/8/10

That sounds harsh.
No it wasn’t. The class was hard though. People weren’t sleeping,
were getting sick. I remember going back to my dorm and crying and
not being able to sleep. I wrote a letter to the class after that discussion, basically me trying to tell my background and stuff so that other
people could consume it or whatever.

To them, my comic was a betrayal, and a violation
of our friendship and their right to their own body.
Later I wrote a comic on index cards, to give the
reader full control and agency over what was read
when. That one had a lot of pictures of inanimate
objects and also abstract designs. By the end, I had
reduced myself to a little gray dot. I felt so bad. My
guilt was a way to erase myself. I felt okay doing
that kind of reductive violence because at least I
wasn’t hurting other people.

From: Chase Gregory (Me) <g0jumb0s@gmail.com>
To: The Class
Cc/Bcc:
Subject: Response

Because I am better at writing than talking I am going to write down who I am and let you consume it, for all it’s worth. I feel I don’t have much to say that
you would want to hear. But I will try to relate the everyday like you related the everyday to me. I’m going to use some of my midterm because I think
it’s relevant but I’ll also try to say more things that I didn’t say in class. In this class too much I was able to be quiet and consume because I had privilege
that I was afraid to address, the privilege of listening and not having to give back and make myself vulnerable. I can’t pretend not to be implicated, but I
can pretend that my part of the story isn’t valuable. I see now, I think, or am beginning to see, that this experience of privilege is something that needs to
be articulated, not just because it is helpful in constructing a better understanding of the system from all angles but also because then everyone is both
being consumed and consuming (instead of just one person teaching/talking and the other, privileged listener becoming “enlightened,” etc.) Even to say
“thank you” implies that we’ve somehow received a gift here, a gift we didn’t deserve or reciprocate.
So I’m starting this thread, just in case anyone feels like they want to say anything else about who they are, so that others might learn from them. I don’t
know. I guess this is just the only thing I could think of. So here, best as I can do it, is some stuff about who I am, stuff I’m not even sure is relevant, but
just stuff that I want to offer up, as a part of me, as a pitiful exchange for the things everyone else offered up about themselves, if only so that I can feel
like I’ve at least in part returned the favor and allowed you to consume and commodisize my story and background.
I was born in Manhattan Beach, California. My mom and dad dated in high school (my high school – a good public school, still good – both my parents
grew up in Manhattan Beach) went to UCLA together, got married and bought a home in a 50’s-era suburban plot in Manhattan Beach. I am the oldest
of three; my sister is two years younger than I am, and my brother is four years younger. Mom worked for IBM until I was born, and Dad worked for
TRW, an aerospace company that is now Northrop-Grumman Space Technology. Currently he’s the Vice President of Investor Relations for the company. I don’t even really know what this means except that I check the highest box on the college application when it comes to family income, and I can
own lots of nice things, and receive lots of nice things, and I can go on nice vacations, I can do what I want to do without fear of not being supported,
and I can come to a school like Tufts without financial aid. It hasn’t always been like this in my family, that’s what’s strange – in my childhood we were
decidedly middle-class, now we were decidedly more privileged than that. So as the oldest kid I’ve been really conscious of that shift.
Because my parents have known each other since they were sixteen, and because our families (my aunts, uncles, etc) all went to high school together,
we’re always telling stories about the family. When I was growing up my parents told me a lot of stories about where they came from and where their
parents came from, too, and family history became a big part of my education in terms of my understanding of what “America” was.
My maternal grandmother came to California from New York and is the granddaughter of Irish-Catholic potato famine immigrants. She divorced my
grandfather when my mom was little and raised her three daughters virtually unaided. My maternal grandfather is a caricature of a “Greatest Generation” white America. Born into a dust-bowl family, he survived on very little during the Depression, lied about his age in order to join the Air Force, won
medals as a fighter pilot during WWII, and proceeded to start a family and get a job as a pilot for TWA. He is aggressively right-wing (Anne Coulter
books on the coffee table, racist conversations about Mexican immigrants every time we visit) a deep-sea fisherman, and his favorite author is Winston
Churchill. My grandmother tells stories about Grandpa’s side of the family and how through him we are related to forty-niners and the first rodeo winner in California.
My paternal grandmother is from a poor, white, Scots-Irish/Anglo-Saxon family who lived in rural Maine. Very blue-collar, working class, near poverty
line sometimes. Through her, according to one of my aunts, we are related to John Alden, a Mayflower passenger. My paternal grandfather was an immigrant from Thessoloniki, Greece, who came to America in order to support his family when Yugoslavia’s government took away my great-grandfather’s job. That story is perhaps most familiar, and told the most: how Papous came to America with seventeen dollars and the wrong papers, how they
changed his name from Arsenus Petros Gligorievitch to Orson P. Gregory, how he joined the army and started a gas station and married my grandma
and had kids and lived the American Dream.
I remember as a kid being really proud of all these stories, especially proud of being Greek, and feeling very strongly that my family was very American
because of all the different stories of struggle and success. I remember being very proud on St. Patrick’s Day and the Fourth of July particularly. I was
proud to learn Irish folktunes my Nanny taught me, and proud to learn Greek words my Papous taught me; I was proud to hear about the winters where
there was nothing to eat but salt deer in Maine from my Grammie, and proud to hear about passing the flight test at seventeen from my Grandpa. I
would push my grandparents for stories and found myself very satisfied with them as a kid, happy and interested and really solid and positive in my
identity as an American whose ancestors had participated in a lot of what I saw then as making America.
When I was in third grade I was a white American history buff – I read a lot about the Revolutionary War in particular. I worshiped Ben Franklin. In
fifth grade my family went on vacation that was for the most part specifically themed at United States Americana/Colonial Era tourism: we went to D.C.,
Philadelphia, Montecello, Williamsburg, and various other touristy places (the only place we didn’t go, strangely, was Boston). It was my first experience
on the East Coast that I really remember, and I remember those feelings of pride and identity being amplified on that vacation. I think that’s part of
the reason I like it here so much – why I’m so drawn to the aesthetic of Boston – it reminds me of the family narratives that get told so often, about the
struggling immigrants or the revolutionaries.
So I guess the reason I’m saying this is to convey not just the kind of scary way my family fits very neatly into the dominant narrative of white America
(working father, stay-at-home Mom, two and a half kids plus a pet, practically) but also the way my family history fits very neatly into the dominant
narrative of white America (Mayflower passengers, cowboys, working class Anglos, Irish immigrants fleeing potato blight, Greek immigrants rising
from old world poverty, Dust-bowlers rising out of starvation by bombing Japanese planes over the South Pacific, etc). And how, growing up, this was
a source of pride, and a positive thing for me.
I also want to say before I move on that also through childhood and now I haven’t really been comfortable as my own sex. I’ve never been very attached
to gender, so to identify as “woman” or “girl” was always really uncomfortable for me as a kid, and is still pretty uncomfortable now. I’m pretty much
straight, I’m attracted to men, I date boys, but I identify much more with the masculine than the feminine… playing on boys teams at recess, playing
men whenever I played pretend, identifying with and admiring men, befriending men, preferring male writers, speaking and thinking from what I’ve
often been told is a masculine position. My friends who are girls tell me “if you were a boy I’d totally date you,” my friends who are boys telling me that

I’m really “more like a gay man than a straight girl.” I’m not gay, in that I don’t usually fall for girls, but for the reasons above I’ve always felt queer. Lately
I’ve been using the term genderfucked.
Bound up in my identity, too, is another kind of American Identity, that has a little to do with race (though before this class I would not have thought
of it on those terms) but that also might seem strange to write out as something other than a joke, but I feel it’s important to write here, just because it’s
a part of who I am and how I got here. When someone asks me to describe myself, I usually tell them I’m a nerd, and I say it self-mockingly, but what’s
strange is that for me that identity – as “nerd” or “geek” or “uncool” or whatever – is integral to my understanding of how I interact with the world and
how the world sees me. Being “smart” has always been something I cling to as my identity, because people have read/coded me as “smart” or “nerdy”
or “gifted” for as long as I can remember, and I’ve embraced and flaunted and used that, without thinking about it or challenging it. I love that being
“smart,” being a nerd, allows me in particular to be something other, something asexual.
Now I’m thinking, though: why do I get to claim that identity? And why was it, is it, bound to me and my image in the first place? I champion my nerdiness, now. I love learning and I love school and that’s how it’s always been for me. But back in middle and elementary school to declare myself openly
as someone who liked to read, or liked to learn, was also to open myself up to some real social stigma. So for a lot of my childhood I was teased, pretty
badly. I had excema and big bloody scabs on my knees and arms for most of my elementary school existence, and I was a pretty awkward kid, and
kids can be mean. So nerd for a long time was an identity forced on me and used to exclude and name call. Now, being nerdy and clumsy and neurotic
means that I can turn my body – the body I felt so uncomfortable in and constrained by – into a recognizable image for consumption (my comics
come into play here) and therefore gain mastery over it, and that’s freeing. I feel like I cling to my identity now as “nerd” not just because it accurately
describes the way I see myself (as someone who’s felt exclusion), but also because now the way others view me as “nerd,” it’s seldom because they want
to exclude me… in fact, now the label’s become a commodity I can use to my advantage.
There are a lot more things. I should say I’m “liberal,” but now I don’t really like that word and say “left” instead. So I’m politically very Left. I’ve always
identified as a writer, too; I think that’s important to say. I say always and I mean it. I have strangely been lucky enough to only like a few things, and
to be good at those things, and so a lot of my identity is formed around an appreciation for writing and stories in general. Perhaps because of all the
stories in my childhood and family I have a huge appreciation for stories as a key to identity.
So that’s where I am, in terms of who I see myself as, basically. Now what that means in this class, and how that feels in this space.
I was not taught, for the most part, to combat racism as an institutional problem. I was taught to condemn racism personally as the views of the past,
to embrace “diversity” in the liberal sense – that is, to acknowledge multiracial interaction as a positive way to learn and grow as people. It was hard,
in my fairly racially homogenous town, to fully act on this advice. By senior year most of my friends were white, a fair number were Asian American,
a few were Latino, a few were black. I came to Tufts in part because it triumphed diversity, and I wanted to meet people who were different than I was.
I still believe in the value of “diversity” the way value is defined in the liberal argument. At Tufts the most valuable lessons I’ve learned I’ve learned from
my peers. Coming to school here has led me to friendships that I wouldn’t have found at other schools; my strongest friendships at college are with
people whose race, class, gender, or sexuality is different than mine. I know these friendships to be true, and real, and mutually rewarding all at once.
Today, in my town of 33,852 people, only 208 identify as “black.” If you drive fifteen minutes down the freeway, this changes, and things get less safe,
and the houses are in disrepair, and it’s clearly segregated. In class, I read that eighteen days after my younger sister was born in an L.A. County hospital, LAPD officers ignored phone calls from burning Korean ghettos, opting instead to protect the mostly white suburbs of Bel Air and Beverly Hills. I
read that throughout the 1990s, while I was growing up in my mostly-white Los Angeles beach suburb, these same police officers “routinely used the
acronym N.H.I. to refer to any case involving a beach of the rights of young, jobless, black males living in the inner city ghetto.” I read about violence
against Chinese Americans in southern California and wonder whether my town ever lynched anyone; I think of visits to Chinatown in Los Angeles
with my middle school friends and wonder why I never thought to call the crowded, smoggy streets segregated. I read about Japanese internment and
remember that my high school boyfriend’s grandmother was moved to the camps in the 1940s; I remember, too, what a high school history teacher
once mentioned: that the land our school is built on once belonged to Japanese farmers, sent to camps and never allowed to reclaim their land. I come
from a place whose violent racial history has been mostly erased, and in class, I feel that erasure.
I feel a lot of the time like my whole city’s been lobotomized, and me, too, so that we not only don’t see the histories but we can’t see them until they
are made glaringly obvious.
As a white person from a heavily segregated, racially isolated city, I’ve benefited directly from the multiracial, multiethnic makeup of campus. In the
classroom, the stories I hear not only help me learn about others, but (much more importantly) make me more aware – often, painfully, guiltily aware
– of my own actions, privileges, and positions. I am both implicated in and informed of crimes I’ve helped commit simply by virtue of my own body’s
silent position within a system of suppression. I’m suddenly I’m aware of my whiteness, my background, my body, my city. My friendships across race
are complicated, suddenly, by questions of motive. Does my thirst for stories this make me a consumer of bodies? A voyeur? The questions that arise
are painful: perhaps my personal relationships, like the liberal “diversity” argument, merely assuage my guilt at having been on the receiving end of racial subjugation? Do I let myself off the hook just because I, personally, don’t act in a racist way towards individuals? I want to believe these friendships
go deeper than that, and they do – I’d like to believe I’m friends with who I am friends with because I like them as people, not as objects on display or
credits to my own status as a “non-racist.” These friendships teach me empathy, but I am learning that personal relationships are not enough to combat
the greater problems of systemic, institutional racism. I am learning that merely “not being racist” on a personal level is not enough at all.
In the classroom, made suddenly aware of my position, I’m scared to talk and all too eager to listen, to consume, to take notes and bite my tongue. This
too is problematic: I don’t know why I can’t bring myself to speak. Partially, it’s a result of guilt, but I think it’s even more a result of my deep-seated and
narcissistic fear of being wrong. I hate feeling dumb because it admits the façade of my own carefully constructed academic/intellectual/nerdy identity.
My silence stems from a terrible awareness of my own ignorance. I feel that because my whole experience of race is informed by a society built on erasure (a society invested in violently enforcing racial naïveté in its privileged citizenry) I have no truths to tell. I feel trapped by my own lack of knowledge and frustrated by how little I do know. This is rare for me in a classroom, and it’s an uncomfortable feeling. So I listen, because I’m hungry for
other people’s knowledge, and because what they tell the class helps me slowly piece together my own location and history as a white, racialized body.
When people spoke in class today about some people being quiet consumers, or about feeling like commodities, it was the worst I’d felt in a while. I
realized I can’t take or use other people’s stories – I can’t benefit from them – until I offer myself up for scrutiny and observation, too. I have other things
to write here, but it’s over four pages now, and at least it’s a start. Take this if you want it and scrutinize it. I hope it teaches like your stories taught me.
class email, two years ago

I didn’t draw. I stopped doing the comic for admissions while I figured things out. I experimented with radio, with guitar, with sound
– something even more abstract and un-embodied than my blackand-white drawings. I drew things when people asked me to: when
WBUR asked me to do cartoons for their website, I drew cartoons
for their website, and besides that I tried to work on projects that
weren’t serious and didn’t hurt anyone.
Like what?

notebook, 2010

Well I started a Tumblr about me meeting famous figures in history
with mustaches. I tried to make a big comic about Jumbo, like, the
real story. I wrote a song about the parts of the brain.
Did that work?
Not really. There was a lot going on in my life that was pretty painful,
and I needed to make things because that’s the one thing I really
believe in, it grounds me. So I starting going to therapy and trying to
figure it out and stuff. There was no escape from a paralyzing and
overpowering guilt.

drawings, 2011

So what changed? You’re doing art now.

I keep working at it. I guess I realized that it was unthinkable for
me not to make shit. I have to keep making shit all the time. And
it’s worse to do nothing. I guess I thought it was worse to do nothing.
What’s the next project?
It’s comic book about all of that admissions stuff. It’s disguised to
look like a viewbook. And there’ll be student profiles and stuff. I’ll
profile myself first.
For more information about Chase Gregory, visit her comics site
at tntufts.wordpress.com.

Don’t go to the website. The website I think is inadequate. It’s out of date, even if there
are good things there. I haven’t done it for two years. And I think this interview didn’t
really profile everything well either, because I was holding back. The trouble is I’ve
heard a lot of stories but they’re not really mine to tell. I want to be a witness to racism and sexism and classism and trauma, the very real trauma that I know can exist
in people’s lives, but I know I am in danger of perpetuating that trauma. So many
traumas have to do with losing control over your own body, over your own sense of
your body. Image relates to that. Representation relates to that; relating experience
relates to that. How I represent other people – their bodies, their experiences, their
words – that could potentially be a really bad thing. It’s a powerful thing. So if I’m a
little vague it’s because I’m not sure what I can say, what I’m allowed to say without
infringing on someone else’s voice, or someone else’s right to stay under the radar. I
can tell you some specific instances though. My white classmates dress up like Indians
for a Christopher Columbus party. The school sends out a warning because a black
guy is carrying around a wrench. Professor says Christendom “tamed” native people
in an email to a friend. Trustee member asks me if Africana Studies is important now
“because of Obama.” Housemate tells me an interviewer on Wall Street told him he’d
do everything he could to get him a job because “he wasn’t black, Latino, or a woman.”
The phrase lighten up, I hate that too. We march against rape culture, and people
yell “queer” at us; how people think “queer” and “lesbian” are still insult words, how
people still don’t get how messed up and serious sexual assault is. I’m angry at myself when I do something wrong, when I hate myself and alienate people and freak
out because I’ve triggered a trauma. I use “guilt” a lot in this interview. For a long
time it was guilt, and then anxiety. Audre Lorde: “I have no creative use for guilt.”
My anxiety is almost gone. I’m working to do something with it anyway. So, okay.

PART ZERO: Intro

PART TWO: Questions

[If you’re receiving this survey, it means that you’ve agreed
to help me with my project, REMEMBER: you can fill out
as much or as little of this survey as you want. If you fill
something out, I’m going to assume I can publish it in the
Viewbook. If you leave something blank, or if later on you decide you don’t want something published, I won’t publish it.
This form is also going to be published, to make the interview
process really apparent and also so the reader’s going to know
what was asked and what people didn’t want to answer, just
also FYI.]

[Pick all or some. Again, these are seriously just meant to get you
thinking. You can answer these straigh, or just pick a few to focus on;
you can write new questions, if you want, whatevever. Just provide
something?]

[Here is what I reserve the right to do with this interview:
edit for spelling, suggest and brainstorm ways of presenting
it, decide what order it goes in in the viewbook, anything
else you cede to me in the “notes” section w/r/t design, publish it eventually and distribute it. Here is what I will not do
with this data: show it to people without asking participants
/ giving full disclosure, profit off the final product, change the
words, delete things. Cool.]
PART ONE: Stats
[This section is meant to get both you and your readers
thinking about identity politics and categorization. Also it’s a
way of deciding how much anonymity you want in your profile – how much you want to be categorized, I guess. So you
don’t have to answer any of these, or you could just answer
ones you think are important, or you could answer them all.
Be as vague or specific as you like. If you think I’ve left something out, add it. You’re also allowed to make up a name or
anything else.]
Name:
Year:
Major:
Hometown/Region:
Age:
Race:
Height:
Sex:
Gender:
Sexuality:
Religion:
Average Parental Yearly Income
Scholarship/Financial Aid:
Eyes:
Hair:
Interests:
Activities:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Describe yourself. Who are you? What do you do?
If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what would they
highlight? What would it sound like?
Is there a typical Tufts student?
Do you feel like you’re part of a particular group at Tufts?
Is this good or bad?
Describe a strange moment at Tufts.
Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
Where is your home at Tufts?
What is the best thing about Tufts?
What is the worst thing?
How do you feel about Tufts?
What do you wish you had known before coming to Tufts?
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
If yes, when?
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at
the start?
If so, what is different?
How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?
Why do you think I’m doing this?
Do you think I have biases in conducting this survey?
If so, what do you think my biases are?
Why are you involved in this project?
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this
project?
If so, what do you hope to gain?
Do you have reservations about participating in this
project?
If so, what are those reservations?
What are questions you would like to see answered in a
Viewbook?
Is there something you wish I’d asked?
What?
Is there a way I should have conducted this?

PART THREE: Notes
[This part of the text will not be included in the viewbook, at least
not your literal instructions. This is the section where you write
notes about what you want your profile to look like. Thoughts about
how we should go about making this, etc.]

Methodology
Each interview I conducted slightly differently, but there is a general method to my work with each profiled
Tufts student, which I’ll try to outline here, with the hope of providing a framework for the pages that follow. My original request for interviews went out on February 28, 2012 in the form of a public Facebook
event, which was sent to 126 people, selected only inasmuch as they were listed as belonging to “Tufts University” in my friends group. To avoid tokenism on my part, I decided to accept everyone who asked for an
interview between the creation of the Facebook event and the beginning of spring break on March 16. To
further avoid selection bias, I determined to make the interview pool as self-selecting as possible, and that
I would only contact people if they contacted me or pushed “Attend” on the Facebook event. The original
email outlined the project, and asked for a go-ahead from each potential interviewee. If I got a “yes” back,
I sent them a pdf of the first forty pages of the viewbook (the ones you just read) and a set of interview
questions (also featured here).
Of the fifty-one people who signed up on Facebook, thirty-five people contacted me back with completed
or half-completed surveys, and/or asked to set up an interview time. I met in person with all but four of the
people profiled in this book, and have been in contact with all of them throughout the process.
Owing to the diversity and rigor of these various Jumbos’ schedules – and the relative flexibility of mine –
the interviews that comprise these profiles are not uniform in location, time of day, or setting and circumstance. Some were planned long in advance, some took place in a row (as with my two sets of Starbucks interviews, conducted at the same table of the Davis Square Starbucks on Elm Street); others, like Lorrayne’s,
or Alyson’s, were decided on after I mentioned it in passing, and conducted shortly thereafter; still others
(mainly Sigourney’s) were scheduled and rescheduled ad nauseam until we finally settled on a time that
worked for us. I met people in the campus center, my kitchen, classrooms in Eaton, my Skype browser, the
library, and various other spaces on and off campus. Each interview was recorded, either on my phone or
on my laptop. Once every interview was stored in an mp3 on my computer, I transcribed them all. I then
sent each transcription to the student who had collaborated on it, with a personalized list of thoughts and
things I felt like I needed from them (clarifications, edits, photos, etc). Once I had received edits and an
okay from each student, I began drawing. After the comics and illustrations were drawn, I scanned them
in and began page layout.
People’s involvement varied greatly – some filled out the survey and left things more or less at my discretion, and some were more willing to talk and think through the project, providing me with images, edits,
follow-up thoughts, emails, drawing instructions, blog posts, footnotes, or original art. Of the thirty-five,
thirty-three interviews are published here. Two are not: one because the recording failed and there wasn’t
enough time to redo our conversation, and the other because there were reservations once he saw the transcript. Due to the way these students were selected, many of these interviewees are close friends of mine;
some are not. Due to the location of many of the conversations here transcribed (and my promise to buy
whoever agreed to sit down with me a cup of coffee), most interviews were conducted under the influence
of a high-to-moderate level of caffeine. The words in some interviews have been changed, and some have
been left verbatim. Text formatting decisions, such as whether to use serifed or non-serifed font, were
mostly left to me for expediency’s sake. Laughter, stage directions, and tone-of-voice cues were also almost
always my doing during transcription. For a note on punctuation, see the “high rising terminal” entry in
the glossary at the back of this viewbook.
The interviews appear in chronological order.
-- Chase Gregory
April 24, 2012

Name: Deeandra Schwartz
Year: 2012
Major: Mathematics
Hometown/Region: Long Island
Age: 21
Race: White and pale
Height: short
Sex: just sexy
Gender: female
Sexuality: straight as a ruler
Religion: Atheist
Average Parental Yearly Income: they
won’t tell me
Scholarship/Financial Aid: No
Eyes: Ocean blue
Hair: long
Interests: lots of things
Activities: my interests
Political Views: a liberal liberal

So basically the big question is like, “if you were coming to Tufts, what do you want
people to know about Tufts?’ So you could answer, like, with your own story, or you
could just talk about Tufts, or kind of whatever you want.
Right, I mean, like I came to Tufts pretty much because my family went here, and
they were like ‘oh, its awesome! It’s great!’ and that’s not something I necessarily
agree with; I think academically, I absolutely love it, I think the professors are some
of the best people I’ve ever met, but socially its taken me 3.5 years to even find somewhat of a group of friends. Um
Do you know why?
I started out pretty shy, like, not really that open and I was like in between two
groups, the hall dynamic was like there were two very distinct groups, and I was on
the cusp of both, so I wasn’t really
*Laughter* Yeah, cause everybody loved you.
Yeah but it was also at the same time like I wasn’t really fully brought into either,
cause I was in both, so it was kind of just like, I was on that fine line and I never
chose one side or the other, cause I’m used to just having friends, not like having
groups, not having to like, I dunno, it’s like, I went here, and I wasn’t really part of
a group.
Until junior year, when I like had, um, right before junior year started I like realized
what I wanted to do, and one of the best decisions I ever made was going abroad,
because I just I didn’t want to be here. But like, junior year I had come back and I
had been sick and it was then that I realized what Tufts – what a majority of Tufts
people were like, because a lot of my friends got really mad at me for not telling
them I’d been sick –
Yeah, I remember – I was a little, I’m not gonna lie. I was a little annoyed. I was like
“Really? That’s a big deal!’
Yeah but at the same time that’s how I deal with stuff, so it was kind of like, that
mixed with once I did start telling people, there was a lot of like, a lot of people just
started trying to one-up it, say something so like I would be talking to them and
id be honest and open about it, but then they’d be like “oh yeah, well like, this happened to me” and I’d be like, I’m not trying to have a competition with you about
whose life is, like, more difficult right now, like I literally am just like telling you
like, my doctor called and told me I needed further treatment when he didn’t mean
it – you’re telling me that you ran naked quad run and cut open your knee and it got
infected. That’s not like, the same thing as me needing like, radioactive iodine treatment versus you need antibiotics cause you’re like, a drunken idiot.
Ha.
So that’s like, the best thing about
study abroad is it forced me out of this
environment and I finally had the college experience I wanted, and even if
it was only six months, it was still like,
that college experience I really needed
and wanted. So –
What was different? Just curious.
First of all the lifestyle in the city is
different. Like, were not in a city. Like
that’s one thing like Tufts is like ‘oh
yeah, were right by the –‘ no, we’re not.
Boston isn’t a city, either. It’s lame.

*Laughter*
But also just the people I met were
more...they were more… I dunno.
Not - I had changed a lot by the time
I went there, so I was a lot more open
and wiling to meet people? So like
I think as the general college freshman I kind of slipped under and
never really found friends, I just like
– other than my best friend to this
day, there’s nobody I’m consistently
in touch with other than him. And
that’s just like, one person which is
not what I was expecting from college especially with my like,
high school relationships cause I’m still really close with like six
or seven people in high school, and I see some of my friends from
high school more than I see people from Tufts. It’s gotten to the
point where I don’t feel like I have one group of friends, I just have
acquaintances. Like I’ll say hi to them and that’s what, like, people
are talking about this family that they find, but like, if you don’t
find that by freshman year I don’t think you’re going to find it.

I could be a monkey.

gers. But in the tundra.

A monkey?

Just draw me as Hugh
Jackman. I’m that
jacked, y’know? That’s
what my guns look
like. Nails coming out
of my hands all the
time.

Or I could do… what’s something…
*Laugher* “What’s your spirit animal?”
Stop, shut up. What is – should I Google my spirit animal,
see what it is?
YES.
How do you figure out spirit animals?
could illustrate one of these things but like, not with – just with like,
voiceover, or I could try to comic this…
I mean like I don’t really – you could draw me as an animal.
Yeah?
Yeah.

-------------

Okay let’s pick an animal!

Because this is anonymous – er, we’re changing the name – how am
I going to, like – it’s an imagistic thing, this viewbook thing, so I want
to know, like, do you want it to be just the text?, I could do that, or I

What animal should I be?
It’s very Maus.

Haha just type, “what is my spirit animal,” just Google it.
What-is-my-spirit-animal. You could just make me a bitch
or something.
Ooo it’s an online quiz!
Do it.

Just draw you in a wifebeater, with bizarre –
no. I’m sorry. *Laughter*
Gimmie long hair, like,
without the facial hair,
you know.
Do you feel like you are
part of a group at Tufts?

Swans are vicious!

My friend and I decided – we’re both really
nerdy – my friend and
I decided that most
people have circles of
friends, but because its
just two of us, we make
up a line segment, we
are a line segment of
friends.

My brother once got attacked by a swan.

Ha.

[pause]

That is all, our group is a line segment. Most people have circles, we have
line segments. I have a lot of line segments, im just having trouble connecting them, y’know? Im the center dot and its like a web of segments

[online quiz]
Alright I’m a wolverine. That’s what you’re going to draw me
as.
That’s awesome. Okay. Ha - “Watch out for crows, owls, and
swans.”

Okay great so we’ll draw you as a wolverine.
With a black hoodie, of course. How could I not have a hoodie.
Ha.
And a nalgene. Just draw me as a giant nalgene.
Okay this is so good. Um. I’m so excited. I have to learn how to
draw a wolverine though
You can try a different spirit animal website if you want
No, a wolverine is perfect.
You can just draw me as the Wolverine. Like from X-men.
Oh!
I think it would just be like, Hugh Jackman. Hm, I’m not a
very attractive animal.
Wolverines are kinda badass, though. They’re like honey bad-

Like an asterix of friends.
Sometimes I can point like one to the other, but its only a longer line, its
never anything else, because it’s not like they’re connecting on their own,
so they’re just lines.
Hahaha

I’m gonna do standup, I’m gonna drop out.
You could find a niche of like, Cartesian-plane jokes.
Nerdy-ass math standup. I’m gonna do that.
Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
I mean there definitely have been times like, meeting musicians, doing stuff with
the concerts and stuff has been awesome. I was at the senior dinner last night…
it was just like, I don’t feel in place, I don’t know that many people – part of that
is my fault, like I didn’t try necessarily as hard as I could my first week. When I
first got to Tufts I was so self-conscious like I didn’t know anything; I’m shy when
I first meet people but once I get to know them like, so the way that I work is if I’m
going to meet someone for the first time and I know I’m going to see them again,
I’m really shy. If I meet someone for the first time and I don’t think I’m ever going
to see them again, im not. And then, once I get to know people I like open up and
Im not shy at all Yeah, you’re hilarious and great.
Well, thank you
You’re welcome.
Yeah in that way I’ve kind of closed myself off from a lot of freshman year, so I
had not the best freshman year experience, so going back sophomore year … my
dad told me he never felt so terrible about leaving me somewhere because I was
in tears when he left because I had no desire to go back here, and when I saw one
of my friends and was trying to explain what was going on and like, broke down
and cried and she started crying because she saw me crying which was funny, um,
I started laughing at that point *laughter*
*laughter* That sounds fun.
Yeah I just started laughing at that point, because I never even saw it that way. But
she did, and I felt bad, but like I dunno. Just being back at Tufts just seemed like
such a poisonous place for me, and it took my being sick to fully realize that. Like,
I can make the most of college. Like I would never choose Tufts again. I mean
academically yeah, but socially. Like, with guys. It’s so limited. I’ve never been
with a guy at Tufts. Like, they’re either gay, or unattractive, or taken, or egotistical
assholes. So it’s just like, I’ve had relationships outside of Tufts; I’ve really disconnected myself from Tufts.
And I’m saying now I’ll be so happy to graduate, but like come graduation day,
part of me is going to be kind of sad just because of change and everything. But
somehow, like, I would want somebody to know like, yes you might not – I mean
this is just for any college experience I guess but – you might hate it while your
there but you’ll miss it when you’re gone. If I had been more outgoing… fun times.
So we were talking about the fakeness of Tufts; or you mentioned something about
the fakeness of Tufts. Because the whole point of this project is to show like, every step
in the representation process.
Yeah, I mean there’s a level of fakeness that is just like, people who say “hi” even
though they hate you, and like, you know that they hate you. Which is anywhere,
that’s just normal –
Right
But then it’s also – they say that like, Tufts is such a diverse community, and yes,

there’s like a diverse amount of people here, but those people don’t interact. Like,
um, I happen to be friends with groups of people who have a lot of money, and
groups of people who have very little money, but they’re not friends with each
other. I happen to not have any friends other than maybe four or five here that
are not white, because it seems like a lot of times – for example, a lot of Asian
Americans go to the Asian American center, or China House and do stuff like
that, and if I was part of that culture, or if I spoke – like, did the language circles
and stuff like that, I’d be a part of it, but I’m not really a language person, so
I’m not. And you’ve got the Africana center, it’s a lot of, very much like, them
together, they’re very…
Tight-knit?
Yeah, they don’t really like, come out and talk to other people, then they complain about the fact that people are segregated. But it’s kind of a self-segregation
that occurs here. So yes there’s diversity, but you’re just not mixing from it. And
then another is just like, political opinions, because Tufts is a very liberal school
– people claim that they’re like, very liberal, like I remember my freshman year
when Obama won I was super excited, I sat there and I watched him speak….
But I remember some people who were not huge supporters and who are conservative in their beliefs went out and paraded with everybody, because it was what
people were doing. And I understand that they wanted to be part of a moment,
but when it’s something that’s a politically-driven moment, or something like
that, I feel like you should stick by your beliefs – just because there’s a riot, that
was maybe against, say, babies, are you going to join it?
Hahaaha I really like that you picked ‘babies.’
I mean you have a riot of like, old people, against babies, or something. And like,
just because you want to be a part of something, like, it looks fun, they’re going
around school screaming, like, you’re gonna join that riot? Even though babies
are awesome?
*Laughter* I would totally join that riot.
Okay, puppies.
Oh. I would not – I would not riot against puppies.
Say there’s a bunch of people rioting against puppies, they’re being loud, and
they’re marching around, they’re celebrating, there’s alcohol, it looks fun – are
you going to join that just because it looks fun or are you going to find out what
its about? or just blindly follow? And I feel like there are a lot of blind followers
here, which just leads to a lot of vagueness. And people rioting against puppies.
God, I hate that. I saw a puppy riot… yesterday.
I would protest it.
An anti-anti-puppy rally? A pro-puppy rally.
Anti-pro-anti.
I’m neutral on puppies.
I think there is that hidden level of vagueness, and people say what’s going wrong,
but no one is willing to go about fixing it, kind of? Like people will say “oh, this
is what’s wrong with this, this is what’s wrong with that,” but no ones actually
going out and changing it, the people who are complaining aren’t trying that
hard to change it, in my mind, and its just like, okay. That’s cool. And I also think

now that we’re not need-blind that people are changing too. people are getting a lot more
spoiled-seeming, and it seems like common sense has gone down the drain almost. Like,
book-wise, I’m not saying everybody here is not smart when it comes to books, like you can
study and you can be smart but when it comes to common sense it seems like a lot, a lot of
people just don’t have it any more.
Common sense or, like, I think, “in-touch-ness,” you know?
Yeah and being aware, yeah. People here are very self-indulged. And they’re very aware
of them and me and what’s going on with them, but outside of their world… like I’ll ask
friends how they’re doing, and they’ll give me this whole long spiel – and this is only my
friends at Tufts, not at home. If I ask my friends at home how I’m doing they’ll tell me and
then they’ll ask me – but here if I ask someone like, how are you doing, they’ll tell me and
that’s it. And its like, “Okay, that’s great, my doing this doesn’t mean anything.” And that
mixed with like, a sense of competition. People are like, oh, Tufts isn’t a competitive school,
but its just like – you’ll be saying something and someone will just try to one-up it with
something else, like what I was saying earlier.
I was in a car and someone was talking about somebody committing suicide. And somebody had to one-up it and say they knew someone else whose parent committed suicide after their other parent died – it’s just like, you don’t have to – you should just be like, “Oh I’m
so sorry for the loss,” you know, not “Oh yeah, I know what you’re going through because
this happened to me.” It wasn’t that person’s parents, it was some other friend, some other
thing. I don’t know. I don’t fully remember the story because I wasn’t fully paying attention.
Because I was like, this is - you should just be like, I’m so sorry for whatever happened.
Not, like, “oh, my issues are more important because I can come up with something that’s
more damaging.”
[silence]
Fun times.
Fun times. But spirit animals are fun.

Name: Coorain Devin
Year: 2013
Major: Philosophy & Studio Art (with the
School of Museum of Fine Arts)
Hometown/Region: A tiny town in Maine
Age: 22
Race: *
Height: 6’2.5”
Sex: Male
Gender: *
Sexuality: *
Religion: Roman Catholic
Average Parental Yearly Income: Approximately equivalent to the cost undergraduate education Tufts University
Scholarship/Financial Aid: With the aid of
federal loans I do not pay anything out of
pocket.
Eyes: Blue
Hair: Dirty blonde
Interests: Film, art, philosophy, critical
writing, artists’ magazines
Activities: School, hanging out in libraries
Political Views: Utopian

Okay so -

This is just to get you thinking, so –

Take “One”.

An example?

*fiddles with kettle* Why? Because you know me so well, or because
–

Take One. Take “all of them,” though, cause I’m not going to do multiple takes.
Take everything?

Yeah this is my interview with Deeandra. She made up an name
because she wanted it to be anonymous. I don’t know if you want this
to be anonymous or what.

– Yeah, and to not be like “oh these are a couple things that come
up in art school, and here are things you should think about,” you
know, so

*chewing on cracker with cheese* Take it all.

“Deeandra Schwartz?”

Right.

Thanks.

Yeah.

So like, we can talk about that actually.

Um, Take everything and nothing. So –

Um, no this is good. I’m doing a project on artists’ periodicals, and
this could even be classified in that

I would like to talk about that, actually.

With a grain of salt.
*Laughter* So – I’ll pull up the questions, so.

Oh wow. Okay.
I mean, the project I’m doing probably wouldn’t even study this,
cause it doesn’t even really fall within the range of my project. But
it could. I mean it falls within the field of an artists’ book.
Okay.
So, here are the questions… *looks at screen*
These are the questions. I want you to look at these and tell me if
there’s something you want to talk about, because –
I mean, I don’t know.
Because basically the question we’re asking is like, what do you want
people to know about Tufts, and/or if you were going to be profiled,
how would you like to do it? If you were going to talk about your
Tufts experience.
Okay. Well I mean I read yours, so it’s like – I probably shouldn’t
have read yours.
No I think its good that you read mine, because that’s just an example. *Makes tea.* Unless you think it’s…

Yeah.
And I mean there’s also, I mean yeah. I mean it makes me think
about my Tufts experience in terms of class, too, is sort of how
your interview –
I would like to talk about that.
And I mean, my, that’s partially true too because that is a big part
of my Tufts experience, so like I guess the fact that reading your
interview made me think a lot about that makes me think about
that, and the context isn’t actually necessarily a bad thing.
Okay.
Or, an untrue thing.
Yeah. Because when I think about this But then again I don’t know, because today I was reading this
thing talking about the deconstruction of truth which was weird
because I was like “yeah whatever, I get it. Over it.”
*Laughter*

No but I feel like it’s gonna color my

But yeah.

…going to limit you creatively…

Yeah.

color my responses, like heavily.

So I guess if you wanted to ask, how – the second question, if Tufts
were going to profile me, what would they highlight…

Yeah, yeah it was quite biased. So I don’t want it to do that so try
and just, try if you can to clear your mind of that; I’m sorry that you
read it.
No, it’s okay. I mean I think with me specifically, I think with reading your profile –
Chamomile?
Sure, that’s good. I think me specifially reading that profile will
color my responses; I feel like other people will read it and maybe
wouldn’t have that happen, I mean it’s hard, it’s hard for me not to,
like,
*I feel like I am ideologically opposed to the
questions I didn’t answer. -CD

During the interview.

Okay, I’ll ask that question. If Tufts were going to do a profile of you,
what would they highlight? What would it sound like? Or look like,
rather, would be better actually.
Out of all the list, this is the only one I actually – I read through it,
and this is the only one I really thought about.
Good, good.
And it actually took me a while to figure out what they would
highlight and then it was really obvious that they would talk about
my experience in the combined degree program, with the SMFA,

like, “Oh, duh, I would be the artistic creative
student.” And

ing to realize that the students in the program are positioned first and foremost as
Tufts students. And secondarily SMFA students. And the most successful students
in the program align themselves with the museum school. And have to build that
bond themselves. Which is frustrating because you – in a way, in the program,
shouldn’t have to force that connection. And its not that museum school isn’t welcoming to that connection, it’s that sort of Tufts has created a very insular environment that can be hard to escape.

*Laughter* I think that’s very accurate.
Yeah like oh, duh. And it was interesting because that actually relates I think a lot of ways
to question four, “do you think you’re part of
a particular group at Tufts”… This is difficult
because I feel like you wont be able to create a
good profile out of this.

You’ve talked about this before. About, people, kind of being –
Wrapped up in the Tufts environment?

No, this is great, I’m seriously just gonna type
out your words. It’s fine.
Okay. Um… just because being a combined
degree and occupying a creative space automatically places you within a particular group
at Tufts, and sort of almost all of the students
in the combined degree program are, uh, associated sort of with quote-unquote “hipsters.” Although that is a problematic term
because, sort of, “hipster” is a way to create
a consumer group, that’s sort of how that label operates, I think, it seems? So that’s not
really true in terms of how combined-degree
students sort of experience Tufts, because sort
of participating in that group necessarily, but
because as a group we are specifically studying culture, and specifically creative culture,
and we have to be in tune with culture in a
way that hipster culture fetishizes. Fetishizes
what we’re studying. So, like, reading –
Comodisizes [sic] it.
Yeah. Yeah sort of being involved with some
sort of avant-garde is sort of being a benefit
to someone who is studying art, and currently hipster culture is positioned as, uh, faux
avant-garde. In a lot of ways.
Yeah, right, because like, to be “hip” is to be on
the trend.
So that’s sort of how I guess I see myself as
being a part of a particular –
Right.
So if Tufts was going to profile me, that would
be – I would sort of be appealing to students
in that way. Who would sort of identify as
more hip.
*Laughter* That’s so accurate. You’re very selfaware. Not that – but I don’t think you – that’s
what’s interesting about you, too, is that I don’t
think you, like, I don’t think you’re that – but I
think Tufts might code you as that.
Yeah.

Yeah, can you talk about that?

Yeah. I don’t know. Anyway, keep talking,
this is great. Or I can ask you a question.
But I have to think of one.
*Laughter* Yeah so I guess as a combined
degree student I think Tufts would probably, yeah, code me as a combined degree
student and code me as the artistic one
and I think in some ways I have positioned myself to at the end when I graduate almost be that ideal candidate for that
position, especially because I mean my
artistic – currently because I am taking a
lot of classes at the museum school right
now, I am sort of thinking in terms of being an artist and I guess I’m really thinking about being an artist when I graduate,
and… so I think of how my education has
informed that, and in a lot of ways I have
this sort of research-based artistic practice, which makes a lot of sense, coming
from where – at Tufts, I’ve basically done

academic research and then combined
that with a creative process. I guess in
a lot of ways that’s what the program is
developed to do…?
Unfortunately, in many ways, the flip
side of that is that, or I guess the dark
side of being part of this program is
that, I mean, it is a completely unstructured program, which is not - it’s a selling point for the university but as a program it’s not entirely successful? I guess,
in a lot of ways? So many people enter
the program and drop out. which is crazy, I mean, the drop out rate is insane.
Not people dropping out of school, but
dropping out of the program and becoming regular arts and science Tufts
students. And its interesting because
when I think about the program now,
when I’m in the fourth year, which is often when students drop out, its interest-

Yeah. I think the Tufts campus is in some ways isolated from Boston, and it’s hard
– this is something I thought a lot about, and eventually – I live fairly far from the
Tufts campus because of this right now, and because it’s hard to live at Tufts and
actually go in to Boston, and use the resources of the city that are, like, there’s a large
amount of free stuff in Boston, but it’s really hard to access that at Tufts. And it’s
crazy for me to think about this, because I now live kind of on the other side of Boston; I do access that stuff more often, I still think I don’t access it maybe as much as
I should, but at the same time I’m not studying, like, Boston, and its cultural cache,
so – *laughter* that’s fine. In a large respect.
But I do come to Tufts to take advantage of certain things, though. So it’s interesting because it doesn’t work both ways. You can’t live at Tufts and take advantage of
Boston but you can live in Boston and take advantage of Tufts.
Mhm.
And I guess one of the big reasons I felt like I partially had to move was because
I was taking so many classes, and also because I don’t know exactly what it is that
keeps people at Tufts, and makes them feel tied to Tufts. Because if I did know, I
probably would have stayed and you know, been able to aware of what sort of I had
to resist, in order to take advantage of Boston. So yeah, I don’t know if it’s sort of
that because Tufts is in a suburb of Boston it feels difficult to go to events, and I
think also – I mean, your freshman year at Tufts, it’s really nice to have that insular
campus feeling, because everything is really really really safe and it feels really safe.
But after that, you’re never pushed to go into Boston, and Boston can feel unsafe.
Even though in general it is actually a really safe place. Being somewhere where
you’re not surrounded by Tufts students suddenly feels, I think, almost dangerous.
Which is interesting, I think, in some ways, that it’s sort of formed a public like that,
but it is kind of sad, that people at Tufts don’t really go – even in terms of like, a
party, it’s a really big deal for Tufts students to like, go to MIT
*Laughter*
which is like, MIT is one of the closest schools to Tufts. But you know you only go
if you know someone, at like, this party and you were kind of invited by someone
you go to high school with. But like, its very rare for Tufts students to be like “Oh, I
heard this weird even called ‘Feast’ is happening; that sounds really cool I’m going
to go to that.” whereas someone who goes to the museum school will be like “I don’t
know anyone who’s going to go to this, but I’m just going to go, because it sounds
really awesome and that’s something I’m really interested in.” Feast is an event that
happens every month and it’s really cool.
What is it?
Feast is, um, the name of a particular kind of event that happens. Feast is the name
of the Boston version of this wider event that I don’t remember the name of, it
might just be called Feast, but anyways –

Whatisit?
Um, the organizers procure a
large amount of food, usually
through donations, from local
businesses and then people pay
ten dollars to get in and while you
eat the meal you read proposals,
and then at the end of the meal
you vote on the proposals and the
money that you pay for the meal
with is allotted to the proposals.
That’s awesome.
And there – it’s not a lot of money, I think first place is like, $300,
and it’s like $200 and $100, respectively.
That’s so cool have you been?
I personally actually haven’t been,
but I have friends who have gone.
Can we go? [pause] This is getting
off topic.
So, yeah. There’s a lot of cool
things happening in Boston! That
don’t happen to Tufts students.
Most Tufts students.
Yeah.
Okay.
Do you want me to talk about
class at Tufts?
Yeah, well do you want to talk
about class at Tufts?
Yeah. Well it’s hard for me to talk
about class at Tufts.
Yeah.
Um, partially because they give
me so much money. And that’s
one of the reasons I came to Tufts,
was because …
…you’re a smartie and they like
you?
Yeah, because they give me a lot
of money and the cost of Tufts is

more than my parents make in a
year, you know? A year Tufts is
more than my parents make? So
I guess it’s hard to me to discuss
sort of the institution of Tufts in a
lot of ways, because I feel like here
a lot of people at Tufts criticize
the institution for like such and
such reason, you know, like, “Oh
god I wish the Joey ran at a different time!” or something,
*Laughter*
and it’s hard for me not to like, see
everything on the Tufts campus
as a gift, in a lot of ways, because
you know, it is, because I got to
Tufts for so little money. Because
it’s also hard for me to sometimes
do things with people at Tufts because you know they don’t realize
I can’t – you know, I have a job
to pay for school, whereas I feel
like many of the students at Tufts
who have jobs have jobs to have
spending money, and like, my
job, yes I do use money for spending money obviously, but I’m on
a much tighter budget, and like
part of what my budget goes to is
like, food, and not like eating at a
restaurant, but like, my groceries.
Mhm.
Whereas a lot of people don’t have
to worry about whether or not
they’re spending too much money or going to have that money for
groceries. And I think Tufts as an
institution sometimes doesn’t address that? but I don’t know how
Tufts would address that, because
I think the ways in which people
experience the most problems are
problems where other students
are creating the situations. Where
it comes up more. Because – and
it should be that students are effecting how the institution runs,
but because the senior class council makes decisions they’re not
necessarily thinking in terms of
how people maybe don’t have a
lot of money, and so it’s fine that
maybe a senior gala ticket costs
$75, for a lto of people at Tufts,
or maybe everyone on the senior class council, and they don’t

think about how that actually
doesn’t work for some people. and
people’s lives. So it’s sort of something that is partially a problem
because Tufts is such an expensive
school. Which I maybe think that
it shouldn’t necessarily be.
*Laughter* hear, hear.
I just, I wonder where the money’s
going. Because it doesn’t seem like
its going to, say, start a PhD program for the Philosophy department, which would be one of the
best in the country, or like we are
losing professors over that issue.
And we could pay some professors
more. I worry about the direction
that Tufts is going because I worry
that the school is starting to be run
in some ways like a corporation
and less like a…um…
…school? *Laughter*
School, and in some ways it’s los-

ing focus that the number one priority is education, and it’s sort
of being run maybe more efficiently, but maybe in some ways less
efficiently because corporations have a large administrative staff,
and over the past four years colleges and universities have seen
the administrative sector is where costs have risen the most, so.
And in other sectors they’re falling. So – and this isn’t something
I’ve seen so much at Tufts, as I’ve read about it happening at other
universities, but it doesn’t really seem to me like Tufts has taken a
stand in a way to prevent that from being a trend here. I mean it
took them a year to rehire a philosophy professor, because there’s
a quote-unquote “hiring freeze,” while they’re, you know, building
a new gym – there’s just a lot of things that there’s enough money
to do this –

really fast, right, so I will transcribe this whole thing, and then I’m
going to give it to you to edit, but if you want to, tonight, cause you’re
spending the night, I can give – we can like read it over together and
like edit it for all it’s worth. Um, do you want to contribute art to this
or do you not have time?

To do things like,, be need-blind –

Okay I can try.

Yeah. But we like, buy thirty iPads! That’s enough money to fund a
student for a semester, or hire a full-time professor for a semester.

You don’t have to like, make anything new for it. I’d just love to – if
you want. I’d love to give your art a forum.

Yeah. *Takes sip of tea.*

Okay.

I mean that’s – anyways. You should probably edit my statements.

COOL. Alright I guess we’re done, unless you have anything to say.

Well I’m going to. Or tonight, this is what I’m gonna do – ‘cause I type

Do you have any questions?

Um…
Or do you want to give me some art so I can showcase your art?
Either way.
Because I would like that.

… “people with tortoiseshell glasses”…
or – I don’t even know what it is that it’d be – you know
its like, people who fit a specific profile.
*Laughter* Like, part of that Nordic clan, that you’re a
part of?
Yeah. Yeah! So like if I writing this letter Tufts has a
bigger pool of financial aide money, so there’s more
financial aide money to go around.
Oh! So why wouldn’t you.

Um, what’s the best thing about Tufts?
The best thing?
The best.
I mean, it’s hard for me not to say, like, “the
free money.”

*The Practice of Everyday Life by Michel de Certeau; A Thousand Plateaus by Gilles Deleuze
and Félix Guattari; Simulacra & Simulation by Jean Baudrillard; Society of the Spectacle by
Guy Debord; Theodor Adorno - various essays, including “On Pop Music;” Walter Benjamin
- various essays, including “Surrealism: the Last Snapshot of the European Intelligentsia”; Philosophical Investigations by Ludwig Wittgenstein
*Laughter*

Oh one thing – I don’t know if you want to
include this, but every year I write a letter,
like, part of the deal of me getting funded
so heavily at Tufts is I have to write a letter
every year.

Anyways the letter is always written at the
last minute, cause they’re always like “we
need you to send this letter now,” and so
I’m like, ahhhh, so the letter’s always poorly
written. But I don’t know if I can show that
to you. Can I show that to you? Is that going to be appropriate in this forum? For this
project?

Oh, I didn’t know that.

It’s you, whatever you want to do.

Thanking certain donors.

Is that going to break boundaries of the institution?

*Laughter*

Oh, that’s great; that’s really interesting.
I have to write a bio, basically it’s like I have
to send a bio to someone.
So they can see who they’re sponsoring?
Yeah, I have to be like “and now, thanks to
our sponsors…”

I would love it, because we might. But I like,
I love that stuff.
Yeah but I want them to keep funding me.
Then – then…
Like do you think they’re gonna, this is ever
gonna be that big a deal?

That’s really interesting. You wouldn’t share
that, though.

I don’t think so.

What?

*Laughter*

You wouldn’t give that to me.

But – but if you have reservations then don’t
do it.

The letter?
Yeah.
Oh the letters are always poorly written.

Okay.
But think about it, because that’d be really
cool! That’d be really cool. Um.

I mean I’m writing one, I just wrote one
last week.
I don’t think – I mean what would they
do?
I don’t know, I mean I guess they would
– what they would do is they would
not – Tufts would basically not use the
donor money to pay for the education,
like they would give me a grant, it just
wouldn’t be a named grant, so it would
basically be that next year I wont get a
scholarship that goes on my resume.
Ohhhhh.
Because partially the deal is I get to put
this grant on my resume if I –
If you are nice, to the person,
Right, yeah. If I write the letter. That’s
essentially the deal, but it also benefits
me again in that if I do that then Tufts
gets to use that donor money for financial aide, because a lot of donors will be
like, a lot of money has a lot of strings
attached.
Right, like “I want to fund cancer research” or “research in microfunding.” I
mean microfinance.
Yeah, so people will say like “I want to
fund someone from a rural place,” I
mean like, they have a profile of me.

Right so there’s a lot of benefits for all involved. The
people who give to people feel better and are inclined
to get more money, it’s part of a greater system.
Mhm, mhm. Cool. Well we’re talking around said letter,
which might be enough. Um, okay I’m going to turn this
off. Bye! Want to say a concluding sentence?
No.
K.

INT. HOTUNG CAFÉ – AFTERNOON

Dear Mr. George E. Marsh,
Thank you for your support in my education!
I'm in my fourth year in the Tufts/School of Museum of Fine Arts combined degree program. I've found such a wealth of knowledge in my time on the Medford/Somerville campus.
I choose Tufts because of its commitment to a diverse learning environment and the access it
provides me. Tisch Library, where I work on the weekends, is truly a world class library. I feel
like every shift I work there, I find another book I want to read. The professors are amazing.
Part of why I came to Tufts was the strong philosophy department. Although when I first
arrived here, I didn't realize that would end up being my major, professors like Stephen White
have changed the way I see the world. I've realized that watching film, a long held passion, can
lead to serious academic pursuit. It can still be a lot of fun, especially with Tufts Film Series.
The academics I've taken at Tufts have given me a strong basis upon which the art I study at
the SMFA builds upon.
With the semester rapidly coming to a close, I'm looking forward to the future. Next year,
I will be working on a Senior Thesis that combines my academic and artistic pursuits from
both campuses in a study of artists' magazines. I've already begun meeting with Professor
Noit Banai, my advisor on the project and we're both already excited. This summer I'll begin
the research with a trip to New York City to visit the library of the Museum of Modern Art.
Again, thank you,
Coorain Devin
Tufts/SMFA Philosophy & Printmaking '13
http://coorain.wordpress.com

Name: Kevin Ryan McDonald! Sometimes “Kev”.
Sometimes “Mr. K” to my family. Oh god. That’s
embarrassing. We’re not including that.
Year: 2012
Major: Archaeology / Drama (alphabetically)
Hometown/Region: (The Western Suburbs of) Chicago! [Because you wouldn’t know where I meant
if I said “Clarendon Hills, Illinois.” It would sound
like a cornfield.]
Age: 21. 22 in two days. Oh god. (3/1 - 22 now!
ahhh!)
Race: White.
Height: 5’…8”?
Sex: M
Gender: M(ostly)
Sexuality: Gayer than Christmas. Queer on feisty
days. I want to be a separatist. But I like people
too much. And worry about ghetto-ization. And.
Well. We’ll get there, I’m sure.

KEVIN MCDONALD sits in a booth, laptop closed.
He is wearing plastic black glasses, a sweater with a skull on it, and a cravat made of a
scrap of fabric. Today is his twenty-second
birthday. He is drinking a small black coffee
from the Rez Quad café.
CHASE GREGORY, 21 years old, sits next to him.
She is drinking a small Americano. She also
has thick glasses and is wearing a floral pattered button-down shirt and floral patterned
galoshes. Her laptop is open and recording.
(DIRECTOR’S NOTE: Alternatively, stage this
scene on a lit stage, sparsely decorated, in
the style of a one-man show.)
CHASE
(to computer)
Okay so, this is Kevin, and Chase.
KEVIN
Hello.
CHASE
Um so I – I mean, we have the questions.
KEVIN
Yes.
CHASE
But basically, the reason I’m recording all
of this is because, like - and I’m a really
scatterbrained interviewer, so there’s no,
like – um, but what I’ve been doing so far is
just kind of talking about, like we start off
talking about how were going to, to even like how I should format the page
KEVIN
Mhm
CHASE
And what you want your profile to be.
KEVIN
Oh god.
CHASE
I know – I know. The big, the big question –
the two big questions, the big question that
were trying to answer is kind of what do you
want people to know about Tufts, and what do
you want people to know about you at Tufts,
and then also like if you … if you wanted to
tell your story like how, how you’d want it
told. I guess.

Religion: Raised Lutheran, lingering guilt, proud secular
humanist. Also Dr. Who. Not like “OMG THIS SHOW IS
MY RELIGION” but the general optimism about humanity
and its positive capabilities. Which strikes me as religious in some way.
Average Parental Yearly Income: Very much. $250,000,
probably.
Scholarship/Financial Aid: 0
Eyes: Brown/Bespectacled
Hair: Dark Brown / Black / occasionally blonde
Interests: Theatre. Visceral experience. Improv. Representations of queerness on stage. Anthropology. I’m so
interested in anthropology. I should have been a
Activities: Theatre. The Internet. Writing. Reading. Eating.
Shooting the breeze. Exercising my wit. Making puns.
Pondering.
Political Views: Wanting to learn more about communism/socialism/anarchy.

CHASE
I know.

CHASE
Okay.

KEVIN
It’s always a struggle between do you want it
told truthfully – Or do you want it told, like
(makes vague gesture)

KEVIN
Jeans. And a t-shirt. With a
skull on it.

CHASE
Yeah! Right! So like, so like – and that’s
what’s funny, is – I had a moment in an interview where someone was like, before we started
recording, goes “do you want the honest truth,
or do you want” and then she pauses and she’s
like “wow that’s weird that I have to use a
phrase like ‘honest truth’!”
Kevin laughs.
CHASE
And like yes, I want the honest truth.

KEVIN
Yeah, alright.

KEVIN
Uhhh

CHASE
Um.
KEVIN
God. How do I want it told.
KEVIN
Okay.
CHASE
Is kind of the idea.
KEVIN
God.
CHASE
But there’s also a
ton of other things
that we could make
this profile.

CHASE
But I also want, like, not that. There are a
lot of ways we could do this.
KEVIN
I mean I feel like I should give you – I almost
feel like I should give you my most subjective
version?
CHASE
Okay.
KEVIN
But like, there might be some weird, like,
where the truth and reality don’t match up in
like my subjective version. (laughs)
CHASE
That… would be perfect.
KEVIN

Okay. Uh, oh
god. I don’t
even know where
to start. Um –
okay.
CHASE
Okay.
KEVIN
I’ll start with
what I want to
look like, I
guess.

CHASE
Alright.
KEVIN
It has to be skull t-shirt.
CHASE
I’m picturing Sid from Toy
Story.
KEVIN
Kind of like that. Except
don’t give me a buzz cut.
CHASE
No. No.

CHASE
Chunky glasses.
KEVIN
I really like clothing with
skeletons on them. Just like
this.
(Gestures towards his sweater.)
And this.
(Lifts up sweater to reveal a
second skull shirt.)

KEVIN
And glasses.
CHASE
Glasses.
KEVIN
Preferably

frames, but not these ones,
I don’t like these ones; I’m
getting new ones.

thick

black

CHASE
Wow, you’re really
two! (laughs)

wearing

KEVIN
Double birthday treat.
(laughs)
Umm okay. Yeah. That.

CHASE
Okay.
KEVIN
Um, I don’t know what I want
the – could you do it in like
a – I don’t know if this is
possible. I mean, anything
is possible (laughs)
CHASE
Anything
is
possible!
(laughs) no, if you want –
KEVIN
Can you make it like I’m… in
a theatre… doing like a oneman show, or something?
CHASE
Yeah. Yeah. We could, um –
because you’re so involved
with drama, if you want
we could make this just a
script.
KEVIN
Oohhh!
CHASE
You could write stage directions for me if you wanted.
KEVIN
Oh I like that.
CHASE
And we could – cause I mean
like, basic basic, what I’ll
do is I’ll take this exact
transcript… and it gets really meta, cause like, you
know I’m talking… but and I
write it all out and then
that’s just the interview.
And then there’s art on top.
But what might be fun if we

could do a script-type thing, although that might be
kind of – corny.
KEVIN
We could see.
CHASE
But we could make it cool.
(beat)
Uh.
KEVIN
Uh, yeah. I like that.
CHASE
But yeah I can totally draw you on stage, or something.
KEVIN
I mean yeah I’m not gonna sit behind you and guide your
pencil, that’s like –
CHASE
No! If you wanted to you could, that’s the whole point.
KEVIN
Hm lets see. Do you know, I do so much posturing and now
I’m really aware of like, everything I’m like, editing,
I’m like
(laughs)
Um, okay. I guess my – if I were to do like a viewbook
section on Tufts, I guess the thing that was the most
influential when I came out here, like, the thing that
appealed to me the most was that- and especially growing
up – I wanted to go somewhere that would be completely
safe to like explore being gay, and being like queer and
somewhere where I wouldn’t like, get run out of town for
like putting on a dress, like…
(laughs)
it wasn’t like my hometown like, wasn’t like that. It’s
just that I didn’t feel safe expressing myself, like,
to the fullest, in the environment that I grew up in.
so I – it just sounds so much like, “boy from Illinois
goes East!”
CHASE
No I know, I know, I know. That’s why I’m smirking cause
I know that, so like
KEVIN
It’s so very
CHASE
But like, what are you gonna do? That’s why I left!
(laughs)
I mean its different, but like, same.
KEVIN
Yeah and it was also like I didn’t – my mother and my
brother and my both of my aunts and my uncle and my
father all went to university of Illinois at Urbana

Champaign. In … the cornfields. Like, all of
my relatives. And so I was the first one in
my family, like other than my cousins, not
to go to University of Illinois. So it was
like, kind of a big thing, that I was not
doing that. But I visited Tufts and I – so
many people from my high school go to U of I,
and like, so many people go to Northwestern…
CHASE
I’m smiling because I come form a family
that only went to UCLA!
(laughs)
Okay. Yeah. Sorry, sorry I overidentify.
KEVIN
It’s alright! So it was like, I got a lot
of ribbing but my parents were also like
“go! Do what you need to do.” “Put babies on
spikes” …that’s an Eddie Izzard thing. Anyway. So I visited Tufts and I fell in love
with it, and I think I maybe romanticized
it a little bit, but I also like, they had
an LGBT center! And I was like “That’s really cool, that’s really awesome, I want to
go there and explore, like, stuff like that,
like figure out w9hat that means” something
that like – like being gay was something
that like, for me it’s like, and especially
over the last four years it has become much
more tied to politics, and like personal
politics, whereas like, there are a lot of
people – if I had gone to u of I, I might
have become the kind of person who was like
[affecting bro voice] “yeah like, I’m gay,
but it doesn’t define me, it doesn’t really
effect my life” which I think like, now, I
view as almost internalized homophobia, to
brush it off as though it doesn’t matter?
Because at this point even politically we
still have to – when there are countries on
earth that still execute people for it, like
it’s an inherently political thing. You’re
– Dan Savage has a really good quote on this
that I love, that’s like, “You’re only allowed to be stupid and gay because so many
people came before you that made it okay
for you to be stupid and gay. Like, if you
were stupid and gay like, back in the 50s,
you didn’t survive. Which is like, a little
melodramatic, but
CHASE
Well KEVIN
Like, it’s kind of not entirely untruthful.
CHASE
Yeah.

KEVIN
And so like, for me its like – and I think
because I came here, and because I was around
so many politically minded people, and people who actually … not even 100% of the time
know how to initiate dialogue on that but
like, want to talk about it or like, parse it
– cause its such a, it’s not like you can sit
an talk about like, gay or being like, having a gay experience – well that, not having
a gay experience, like, the big quotation
marks, like big, big quotation marks, “The
Gay Experience,”
(laughs)
Um, not a gay experience. I will talk about
my gay experiences, but not on this.
CHASE
(laughs) That’s fair.
KEVIN
Um, so. It’s messy and there’s lots of problems with it and it’s super problematic because it leaves out like a lot of the time,
like the queer stories you hear are not the
stories of people of color, or people of
lower income, or like – queer people of color are incredibly marginalized –
CHASE
Or trans people.
KEVIN
Especially trans people of color. That –
just – this past summer I worked for the
City of Chicago’s LGBT advisory council, and
like, I had to look at all these stats reports all the time, and I had to like compile
a bunch of hate crime reports, and like, its
horrifying. I can’t remember if it’s eight
or eighty – which Is a big difference – but
you’re like, that much more likely to be
murdered if you’re a trans woman of color.
Even like, eight times more likely to be
murdered is like,
CHASE
Yeah.
KEVIN
Like, purely by being a trans – I think it’s
just even a trans person, not trans woman.
It’s horrifying. And, so – (beat) Ha! I don’t
even know where this narrative is right now.
CHASE
It’s okay, this is great.
KEVIN

CHASE
Yeah.
KEVIN
And then you like, play a gay man on
and you’re like “everyone knowwwss”
like really like, there were layers.
were so many layers, for me. Um. And
that

stage
it’s
There
like,

CHASE
I want to make a play about doing The Laramie Project as a closeted gay high schooler.
That’s crazy.
So I came east! I saddled
up my wagon. I came east,
and it was kind of like – I
didn’t come out right away,
when I had gotten to school.
CHASE
Was it weird being in a
place where you had to come
out again?
KEVIN
Yeah well I hadn’t really
even come out at home, it
was just sort of like, towards the end of my - I had
come out to my family, the
Thanksgiving of my junior
year or senior year of high
school, and like as much as
I look back on it now, like,
things probably would have
been fine! But it was just
terrifying and I just didn’t
want to like, subject myself
to that at my school.
CHASE
Yeah.
KEVIN
But like, it was exciting to
know that I was going to a
place where it – where people probably wouldn’t bat an
eye, and like that was like
really exciting for me. But
I was still kind of in high
school mode when I got here,
where I was like “I have
to watch what I say around
people”… I came out to Tori
the last week of freshman
orientation, and that was

kind of the first step. And
then from then on it was
- I will omit names, but
my crowning little, like,
moment of my gay life up
until that moment was when
I made out with a boy on
the roof of Metcalf on the
night that Barack Obama was
elected.
CHASE
No shit!
KEVIN
Yeah.
CHASE
Okay, that’s pretty cool.
KEVIN
And it was like a beautiful, like, crowning jewel
moment in my life.
CHASE
Double victory!
KEVIN
Double rainbow.
CHASE
All the way. (laughs)
KEVIN
All the way. And rainbow is
appropriate, in this context. So yeah. So from then
on, it was sort of like –
my freshman year was sort
of where I was like - no
wait that’s a lie. I was
going to say that freshman year was where I start-

ed and stopped exploring that
stuff, but no. I got here and I
tried to integrate myself with
the LGBT center, but I felt
much less politically actualized than everyone that was
already there, so I felt like
weird and like I was behind on
the learning curve and a little uncomfortable, so I like
kind of stopped going and was
like, alright. But then I got
involved in theatre … cause I
had not intended to, I had really not intended to.
CHASE
Did you
school?

do

theatre

in

high

KEVIN
I did gymnastics, for –
CHASE
I always thought you were just
like a theatre kid.
KEVIN
No I did gymnastics from like
my freshman year to my junior
year, but my friends dragged
me to auditions for the school
play, which was The Laramie
Project, which is like
CHASE
Oh my god!
KEVIN
Doing The Laramie Project as a
closeted high schooler was an
incredible emotional experience, let me tell you.

KEVIN
So, I don’t know. I kind of disconnected from
the political, like the esta—I don’t want
to say the “establishment” gays because the
LGBT center isn’t like, an establishment,
but it’s like, it’s like where you go if you
want to talk about that, I guess, but for me
it’s like, it’s not where I go, because I
always just felt slightly disconnected from
it for some reason. Um. And I think its
that I allowed too many people to convince
me of like, cliques freshman year, and like
how there were like, the A-gays, and then
like, the political A-gays, and then there
was everyone else, and like, there were gay
people who were better than the other gay
people, and like, there as like a hierarchy
that made me uncomfortable. But then getting
involved in theatre ended up giving me a really strong space to explore that stuff. And
so I completely went – and I was in cheap
sox, but I hadn’t intended to do theatre and
then they were like “try out for the play in
the spring!” and I was like “Fine” and then
it was like my mirror story all over again,
cause I quit gymnastics after I started getting involved in theatre in high school.
So it was always like “I’m not going to do
that, guys – well, okaaay, fine.” Anyway.
Four years later here I am.
CHASE
“Fine, I’ll be great at it.”
KEVIN
(laughs)
But – thank you. it was sort of like diverging paths. And I got more and more involved
in theatre and less and less concerned about
queer politics until I got back from abroad
my junior year and was in Laurence Senelick’s
“Gay and Lesbian Theatre and Film” class,
which was an amazing class and like really
I like, that’s when things started clicking,
because my big thing is that you won’t care

about being gay until you learn about gay
history, and you won’t appreciate necessarily that you can walk down the street somewhere like holding your boyfriend’s hand
in America and like some places you can do
that, and like, that’s great. And – ugh –
kgoibjta (frustrated choking noises) – I
hate – hate – the people in my generation
– hate, hate is a strong word, hate is a
horrible word – I am severely disappointed –
CHASE
Oh! That’s so worse (laughs)
KEVIN
(laughing)
Yeah, “I’m not mad, I’m just disappointed.”
CHASE
That’s worse.
KEVIN
But everyone in my generation cannot appreciate – or like, doesn’t even know! I had
an anthropology class last semester – oh the
linear narrative is fucked, at this point
– I had anthropology class last semester
that I wrote a paper on Stonewall for, and I
asked everyone in the class the day we were
doing project presentations I was like, “so
I just want to take a poll, like, how many
people in this class have heard of stonewall, or like the stonewall riots?” and like
there were thirty people in the class, and
five raised their hands. I was – and like,
granted my paper was about whether or not
gay history is – gay history is not taught,
CHASE
It’s illegal to teach it in some states!
KEVIN
Yes. And like, yes. Tennessee? Did that pass
in Tennessee? It went away in Tennessee but
now it’s back.
CHASE
There’s one in like… Minnesota? Some weird
random-ass state.
KEVIN
Yeah.
CHASE
Sorry. Bracket. That’s fucked up. Sorry.
KEVIN
So I think starting to learn my own history
in that way, especially in Laurence’s class,
was kind of the catalyzing moment where I

started tying together sexual identity and
politics, and it’s the thing I suspected
could always happen at Tufts did start happening at Tufts that I was very excited for.
And I went in that summer to work for the
city of Chicago’s advisory council on gay
and lesbian issues, and since then I’ve been
like, and not like actively out there picketing and that sort of stuff, especially since
I worked on the city side – you’re taught to
like, not …
CHASE
To work the system?
KEVIN
Yeah you’re taught to like use the system
which was like really weird because another
Tufts student was like, working for a gay NGO
in Chicago that summer, and I always had to
go out and like, observe protests and like,
figure out how many police showed up and how
many protesters, how many counter-protesters, that kind of stuff and I would see him,
in the city, and I’d be like “hey, how’s it
goin” and he’d be like “hey” and I’d be in
my like, awkward khakis and tie and he’s got
like, “silence is death!” and like I’m sure
it’s just like, this is really two sides of
a coin right here.
Chase laughs.
KEVIN
But it was just like, that and its really
weird now because I’m like, super aware of
gay politics and I sometimes still feel awkward bringing it up in conversation, because
I don’t want to ruin people’s days, or like
things will come up and I’ll just like, go on
a tirade and just scream a bunch of “fucks”
and I’ll be like – can you say “fuck” in
this?
CHASE
Okay, YES. People keep asking me if they can
include things! Yes!
KEVIN
Okay. Fuckity fuck fuck fuck balls.
CHASE
Lovely. I’m gonna draw a big dong. Inside of
the – you’ll turn the page, and you’ll see
KEVIN
A dong. Like a really –
CHASE
Poorly drawn, like

KEVIN
Oh, poorly-drawn? I was going to say like,
intricate, like, shading, and really disturbing. Veins.

CHASE
How would you characterize that environment? That’s vague.

CHASE
Give me permission! I will obscene.

KEVIN
I don’t want to use the word “fertile.”
(laughs)

KEVIN
Please, make it obscene. Make it obscene.
Um, I love obscene.

CHASE
(laughs) In the context of queer studies,
that’s problematic.

CHASE
Yeah, right?

KKEVIN
(laughs) That’s a very problematic word.
Um.

KEVIN
Yeah I don’t even know where my narrative…
I’m sort of in junior or senior year. that’s
sort of where I am, right now. And that’s
not sort of expressly the reason why I go to
Tufts, to have a space to explore that, but
it weighed really heavily. Especially Boston, I think something about Boston, especially in 2008, being one of the few places
where you could get gay married in, it was
such a special place at that time.
CHASE
Tufts I think is – cause I looked this up
before I came – it’s the third, I don’t know
how they measure this, but in terms of gayfriendly schools, it’s like the third most
gay-friendly school.
KEVIN
Yeah. It’s spectacular. And like, every time
I like, talk about queer stuff everyone has
a very positive – or even with teachers and
I’ll be like, “I kind of want to like, explore this thing but like, queerly…” and
they’ll be like “yeah, go ahead, do it, go!”
so it’s great. And its just interesting to
me that I’ve managed, now – one of the things
that excited me when I was touring is that I
could go to the LGBT center, and that’s now
not really what I do but I’ve still managed
to have a really intensely rich and positive
queer experience at Tufts. It’s really cool.
I think my growth is credited more – this
is pretentious, I’m talking about “my own
growth” –
CHASE
No, it’s good.
KEVIN
I credit more just generally the environment
of Tufts, rather than specifically anything I
think Tufts has ever done.

CHASE
It’s “productive,” you know…
KEVIN
…It’s productive, it’s encouraging, it’s –
wait “productive” could also be a problematic word!
CHASE
I was doing that on purpose.
KEVIN
Oh, okay. Birthing. It’s a heterosexual environment, it’s a – God, I have to pick a
word that’s not problematic.
CHASE
I think it’s receptive.
KEVIN
Receptive. Yeah.
CHASE
When you talk about – I mean I feel
like people will listen, if you want
to talk about queer politics.
KEVIN
Yes. People don’t stiffen up.
CHASE
Yeah. They’ll like, dig you.
KEVIN
I think I expected to like, come here
and like, within a month be radical
queer shouting in the streets, and I

didn’t realize that it takes longer than that to develop personal politics. (laughs) Because
at that time I was like, I don’t know, I was from fuckin’ Hinsdale, like, oh god. And like,
I don’t know. It’s like, I’m still trying to describe the environment. Fertile is such a –
CHASE
You can say ‘fertile.’ I was just giving you crap.
KEVIN
Cause it’s like, if I’m talking about growth. It’s also like, plants on this. On the lining
of the booth. I’ve just got plants on the brain. I think receptive is a good word. Encouraging. Just a generally positive atmosphere, that ended up being really really special. But I
still worry – how I specifically identify as like gay, but like some days queer, but I worry
about queer being a segregationist term, like, like a kind of ghettoizing –
CHASE
Queer’s tricky. Queer’s tricky.
KEVIN
And most days it’s like, the easiest thing to say is that you’re gay and it’s like, I appreciate that I can be pretty much anything I need to at any given point, but like some
days it’s like, someone’s like “oh are you gay?” and you’re like, “well, let me give you a
lengthy, ten minute response…”
CHASE
“…It’s really more of a scale, you know…” (laughs)
KEVIN
“A scale… I don’t really know… wibbldy-wobbldy thing, it doesn’t … do…” sometimes I do get
those like, residual things, it’s like, that’s not like the only thing about me. But I feel
like that’s like, the biggest thing I would talk about from the Tufts experience is probably that journey, but like, there is a lot more about Tufts. Which you’re going to capture,
because you’re not only interviewing me. So.
CHASE
It’s true. It’s true. That’d be awesome though. “The Book of Kevin.”
KEVIN
I would like that. That’s because I’m conceited. What other things. Are there other things
you want to talk about?
CHASE
So, okay, so. This is great. So. I am also quite conceited. Right? And this is really just
me working out my shit, is this whole book. So it’s like, yay, me! And I loved it when I
was working for admissions, and I love performing, and I like that. And I didn’t used to
have any reservations and when I say “do you have any reservations?” and you say “not particularly, but I probably should” – why do we feel like we should? Cause I also feel like I
should! But I really, just, like it! Do you know why? Because this is just a genuine question, for me, too.
KEVIN
I think I put that because I worry sometimes that I’m a little self-absorbed – and like a
little self-absorption is fine, but I worry sometimes it’s too much. It’s hard to escape that
once you’re a senior and everyone below you is like, ahhhh! Not that I’m the shit; I’m not
the shit.
CHASE
You are the shit!
KEVIN
(laughs) Stop, you’re making my head big!

CHASE
Sorry.
KEVIN
It’s okay. Don’t make my head big. Well, you
can draw my head really big. Don’t draw my
head really big.
CHASE
I’m not going to. It wouldn’t look good.
KEVIN
It really wouldn’t look good.
CHASE
I am going to capture – my other question
is, is that a bra advertisement on your
neck?
KEVIN
Oh, it’s, okay – so I’m in a costume technology course, and I my friend Avery, she
got this bra fabric, and she’s making a
skirt out of it, and she’s making me an ascot of the scraps. She just came up behind
me and was like, “you have an ascot now!”
and I was like “I guess I’m wearing that for
the rest of the day”
CHASE
(laughs) It’s fabulous. And the fabric is
off-the-wall.
KEVIN
Oh! But I also feel weird about, or
feel like I should have reservations
about participating in this because as
much as I can stress that like, this
is only my own personal journey and no
one else’s, there’s sort of an expectation that by participating in something
like this, you think your experiences
are representative? And I don’t necessarily think my experiences are representative. Like, I don’t. Especially if
you’re dealing with sexuality or like
journeys involving sexuality, that is
the most subjective personalized thing
you can deal with. Well, maybe not the
most. But it’s up there.
CHASE
It’s pretty damn close.
KEVIN
It’s up there. I don’t know maybe wrestling with your faith in God could be
something, but like – that’s an entirely (laughs) that happened way before

I came to Tufts. That was – I was fourteen
years old.
CHASE
(laughs) That crisis box has been checked.
KEVIN
Crisis box: checked! Although I still have
those occasional night sweats about the Apocalypse, but that’s a whole ‘nother thing. I’m
not even worried about like – I’m more worried about, like, whether eternity is real,
then like what if God is real? Anyway.
CHASE
Happy birthday!
KEVIN
Happy birthday. Anyway. 22 years old. Yeah,
I guess that’s why. Cause I don’t want it to
seem like I intend to speak for anyone but
myself.
CHASE
There’s a danger in seeming out of touch. And
in seeming – not even seeming out of touch,
but then also (and this is me, vocalizing)KEVIN
Yeah.
CHASE
There’s this fear that you’re going to speak
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over other people. And that’s no good.
KEVIN
Yeah. Am I, like by sitting here, preventing someone with a quote-unquote “better story”
from like, telling their story? Or like, am I speaking over someone right now? Or like,
should like, if you can, should you cut me all together, and include someone who you find more
worthy? But it’s also like, how do you judge worthiness. And then I get even more worried
when I start to think about, my self-worth versus someone else, because I start to think,
well should I necessarily think that like, a queer person of color has a story that’s more
worthy, or like, is that looking down on them, or…
CHASE
Right, you can’t be like “oh that’s more authentic,” like, there’s no
what I’m trying to figure out.

authenticity – that’s

KEVIN
And I can’t like, romanticize, I can’t romanticize other people’s experiences as being better than mine, but then also, like, guilt!
CHASE
Not just guilt, but there’s a balance between a certain romantic way stories are told, and
then stories not getting told at all.
KEVIN
Right.
CHASE
And then you’re like, well, “no voice” is bad.
KEVIN
No voice is bad.
CHASE
You want as many – you want as polyphonic a text as possible, right?
KEVIN
(laughs) Absolutely.
CHASE
It’s – I don’t know. Hence inviting as many people as I know to do this!
KEVIN
That’s awesome. Oh! I also learned a fun story today that I
thought you might want to use.
CHASE
Oh! I want it.
KEVIN
It’s like, kind of tangential.
(DIRECTOR’S NOTE: The tangent, like
the stage, is optional.)
KEVIN
So that’s - that’s cool. That’s my
tangential story of the day. I read
that and I was like “I have to tell Chase
this.”
END SCENE.
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So I think you’re right I think we should just scrap these questions and go with
yours.
Haha okay well I only thought of that because I was watching the Meryl
Streep “Inside the Actor’s Studio.”
Thank you so much for doing this.
Oh it’s no problem. I was talking with a friend the other day right before
this started – oh this is going to sound really narcissistic, but I’m getting
recorded for it, but it’s my dream to be interviewed, because I want to be
a talk show host some day. I think I could be the next Oprah. I’m black
enough for it.
I just had a thought. Actually no nevermind. I was going to say if you want to
be a talk show host, you should just interview me.
Huh. That’d be interesting.
*Laughter* We could do that!
That’s funny in a reverse way because you just said you’re so narcissistic, and
you’re taking my interview and making it all about you again.
Haha yeah, taking it! Well, well this whole thing is about me. Please. Please.
At least I’m up front about it.
Yeah, yeah. Own who you are, that’s what I always say. As long as you’re up
front about it. Own it. Just don’t lie.
We should do this, though. I’ll ask you.
Okay. I’ll just ask you questions back.
What is your favorite word?
I like the word healing.
Healing? Why? Am I allowed to ask why in this system?
Sure why not! Anything goes. I’m pretty open book, so it’s like. Whatever. I
don’t know I like the idea of... “we all have wounds and stuff and we all need
to heal,” it’s the whole point of life, that kind of thing. I like it; it’s a necessary
part of life that people don’t talk about.
That’s a good one. I like that. Do you have a least favorite word?
Uh, a lot of them. *Laugher* Well it’s also too, a lot of other people’s least
favorite words are my favorite words.
Like “moist,” stuff like that?
No, that doesn’t bother me. Like “suckle.”
Ew!
Yeah I love the word “suckle.” I’ll just go up to my friend who hates it, she’ll
be like “you know what I’m talking about?” I’ll just be like “yeah ‘suckle’?”
and she’ll be like “Dammit!”

*Laughter*

Socks!

Yeah but I don’t like the word “fag” and I
don’t like words like that. Yeah so I guess that.

Yeah I don’t like socks. Especially – or, yeah.
Yeah not a huge fan of socks.

*Laughter* That’s fair.

Really? I personally am a huge fan of socks.

Yeah if we’re going to get real.

I like the idea of warm feet, but I don’t like
socks.

Yeah haha “I don’t like racial slurs, sexuality
slurs…” Yeah me too.
(Pause) What turns you on creatively, spiritually, and emotionally?
“Spiritually, creatively, and emotionally?”
It’s a weird question.
Well, wine helps. Huh.
It’s really vague.
I like listening to sad music. Just getting in
that mood. And then just sit in a dark room –

Just the method of socks is the problem…
Like I don’t mind if people – this is gonna
sound weird – I don’t mind if people are
wearing pants and socks, that’s fine, but just
socks, the idea of that.
Oh yeah I agree, yeah. That’s weird. Yeah.
No. Cause it – I feel like when you’re wearing
socks it emphasizes that you’re not wearing
anything else. Like when you’re just wearing
socks you’re aware that socks are all you are
wearing.

Um, what sound or noise to do you hate?
Screeching. Really harsh noises, like sirens. Clichés again.
What profession other than your own –
which is student, I’m guessing – would
you like to attempt?
I guess I would say talk show host, but
since we already talked about that – I
guess I would really like to be… huh. I’d
like to be not a politician, but the one
who holds the puppet strings. Who has
like, complete control. Because I hate
politics, but I like the idea of running
shit. And getting shit done.
I like that. So like, secret power player?
I like the Wizard of Oz, I like being the
man behind the curtain or whatever.

Yeah.

Oligarch, you know.

With wine.

What is your favorite curse word?

Worked for Sparta.

Yeah. Dark room, lights dimmed, maybe listening to Adele on loop or something, just
pouring out tears as I’m writing, you know, a
Chaucer essay or something. Things get real
in my house, dammit.

Oh I do love “fuck.” But I also love “douchenozzle.”

Insider, I guess.

Wild and crazy nights.
Mhm. Or Tuesday mornings. You know.
However it goes, whatever you gotta do.
So wonderful. What turns you off?
What turns me off… socks.

That’s a new one. I like “douchenozzle.”
I like it too, yeah. I use it every day.
What sound or noise do you love?
Hmmm. I’ll go with a cliché. I’ll go with
laughter.
Laughter’s a good one.
Yeah.

Yeah, sure. Political aficionado? I don’t
know.
Okay, okay. What profession would you
not like to do?
Ooo. Lots. Um… one where I’m undervalued. But one really where it’s just
completely pointless work, you know,
you’re just hired to do stuff and they

make stuff for you; a lot of office work’s
like that. Where some of it’s important
but a lot of it is just busy work and no
good’s coming out of it.
Right, right. I was at an internship once,
and my task was literally like, there
were 200 folders. Like, manilla folders.
And they gave me a labelmaker. All the
folders were already labeled, and they
said “So, we’d like to change these folders from size twelve font, to size sixteen.”
I can top that. I worked at an office
once – I had nothing to do, and i don’t
know why, they could have let me do
my homework, but basically the woman
was like “I’m gonna give you something to
do. I’m going to forward you an email, and
I want you to send it.” And then she just
wrote down the email address, on a Post-It,
and I’m like, wait, what? Why don’t you just
type that in?
*Laughter*
I was just like, it’s okay. I can occupy myself.
Oh wow. At least the folder task –
At least the folder task, I don’t know. I kind
of like busy work but it’s kind of weird…
It got kinda zen after a while. This is the last
one. “If heaven exists, what would you like
God to say when you arrive at the pearly
gates?”
“Jesus Christ, Stephen, what the fuck is going on down there!?” “I dunno, God.” That’s
gonna be the dialogue.
Hahaha “Jesus Christ!” That’s great. That’s
very good. Well, there you go. Those are the
Inside the Actor’s studio questions.
Well thanks, James Lipton. By the way, he
looks great for his age. Did you know he’s in
his late eighties?
What?
Do you even know who James Lipton is?
I don’t!
You need to watch Inside the Actor’s Studio.
[HUGE TANGENT INVOVING JAMES

LIPTON, THE NAME OF MY LAPTOP,
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN STEVENS
AND STEPHENS, STEPHEN HAWKING’S
STATUS AS A PLAYBOY, THE LINK BETWEEN SEXUALITY AND GENIUS]
I feel like we’re just in a podcast, now.
Yeah. Links in the sidebar, everyone. Okay.
Is there anything else… you would like to do.
Like, really the question I’m trying to answer
is, if you were gonna design a viewbook, what
would you like your bit to be? Like, what do
you want people to know?
For prospective students, right?
Right.
One thing that I’d like people to know about
Tufts is that – and I guess this goes for any
college is just like, give it a chance. Stick with
it, at least for the first year. I guess Tufts has
like, a really high retention rate, but I almost
transferred.
Why?
Uh, a couple reasons. I did not have a very
good first semester. When I first came to
Tufts, my orientation group was all kids from
boarding schools in New England and they
all sort of knew each other? So I just thought
that was everyone at Tufts.
There’s kind of like a WASP… contingent…
that I had not banked on, but I should have,
because it’s a small liberal arts college in New
England, but like yeah.
I had banked on it, but I didn’t realize how,
like, true to the stereotype they were.

It still kind of blows my mind. I’m from
L.A. *laughter* I was like, “you guys are
blue bloods!”
I’m from like the New York area, like
Connecticut and stuff, so it’s not the
same thing, it’s just you know a bunch of
New York Jews and Italians…
Assimilated white people! *laughter*
Yes, yes! Exactly.
Not…”Anglos,” ew.
Oh no, we’re way more expressive. Haha
no I just - so when I first got here I just
retreated back into myself. I’m a pretty
loud person, I’m pretty outspoken, but
like, yeah. So I don’t know. It was just a
really weird change for a semester. But
then second semester came around and
it was like amazing. Do you have other
questions, because this big one is kind of
intimidating. And I’m sure it will come
out if we start asking more.
Here are all the questions. Pick one! Towards the end they get more meta.
Meta’s good. Um. “Do I feel like I’m at a
particular group at Tufts…” Well I guess
it’s easy to say that I’m in the nerd group,
but everyone’s in the nerd group at Tufts.
Oh I’ll start with “is there a typical Tufts
student.” I would say no, but I would say
that there’s one common thread all Tufts
students have, because there’s definitely
sects. That may have sounded like “sex”
but I really was saying sects, like sections.
I did a double take, but then I got it.

I’ll be honest, if you know anyone who knows me, all I do is talk
about sex and filth, because it’s the best topic.

Yeah and I feel like

Right. It’s everywhere. You just have to point it out.

Weird example, but like. Just for like, people as models

Yeah! People are always rubbing up against each other. Gross. Gross
people.

No, no I get it. And the sad thing is, just with gay men, is that
you always like go into the role as like, funny gay best friend.
So that’s where I think it gets annoying, at Tufts, yeah. But yeah
no Tufts is a great school, kids! All those of you applying. Um.
I definitely… of all the schools, like… I did the whole college
admission process totally wrong, like, I applied to schools based
on major, so –

*Laughter*
But um, I would say the typical Tufts student is quirky. I think
that would apply to every single person at this school. Cause even
if you’re a super WASP or anything, there’s something about you,
there’s a little quirky thing.

Yeah and math majors are kind of sexy.
Do you think so?
Yeah. Maybe because it’s something that I’m not really good at, so
when I watch someone do math it’s like, wow that’s beautiful. Like I
love watching people do math, but like, yeah.
*Laughter* Chase’s turn-ons include: polynomials…

I guess it makes sense for an Archeology major, though.

[HUGE TANGENT ABOUT CHASE’S TURN-ONS, STEPHEN’S
SUCCESS AS A TALK SHOW HOST, THE MEYERS-BRIGGS
PERSONALITY TEST, HOW WORDS ARE ALSO SEXY, SAD
THINGS]

You still ended up at Tufts. Our mascot is a Jumbo. I agree.

But it was stupid.

I have two jokes: it always gets sad, and it always gets racial.

Although, every once and a while – I remember reading this article
in like, the Daily, maybe last year or this year, it could have been two
years ago, about like some Mormon at Tufts, and he like, left Tufts to
go do his mission… soI dunno, I would never think of that person
at Tufts. It always weirds me out when I find Tufts Republicans and
stuff. But they still tend to be a little quirky and stuff.

Okay.

And it just did!
Watch out, kids. The future. But yeah, I’ll take it back to this.

I think, by virtue of being a Republican at Tufts, that makes you quirky
enough, right?

Because a lot of schools have great archeology programs, just
under anthropology, so. But I applied to schools that exclusively
only had Archeology. So I ended up applying to schools ranging
from like Bowdoin to Cornell, to like… very wide, but I knew
I wanted to go to a medium sized liberal arts school in New
England. And when I got rejected from Brown, I was like, well!
Tufts is the one!

Ah! That’s interesting. Cause like, yeah.

*high fives Chase*

Cause like, I would not want to go to a conservative – like, if I went
to… oh thinking of a conservative college is hard!

Who didn’t get rejected from Brown?

Notre Dame?
Notre Dame, yeah. Or BC. Like if I went to BC… I don’t think I’d have
a good time! That’s not a quirk I would indulge in.
No no no no. Yeah. I think, too, that when you first get to Tufts,
people may be fake quirky, but it definitely get honed and becomes
more realized as you go further on and stuff. I look at freshman and
stuff and I get that they’re going through a change and exploring but
like, you’re being a little fake. You’re putting on a little too much,
you know. Tone it down, honey. Especially when it comes to gay
men at Tufts; they’re the worst. But – that’s a whole thing with gay
men though, and I went through this but like in high school, but
like. I don’t know this might just be me but you know people have a
template of what a gay man should be and should be like, and then
they sadly follow through on that, and then they become excessively
flamboyant and whatnot, and it’s just like “alright, it’s sorta funny,
but like, you know, we all know you’re not Jack from Will and Grace
kind of thing.” Just like, honey tone it down a little bit.
I feel like it’s like – and not just gay men, but there’s a point when, if
you’re just exploring your identity, you’re going to look for models of
that identity you’re exploring. Like, I do this for like, uh… with academics. So I’ll be like “I identify as a really nerdy person” or like “I’m an
intellectual!” so I’ll be like, I should wear corderoy all the time, or put
elbow patches on my jackets, stupid shit like that. And now I’ve accepted that I actually pretty much am like that, like I’ve been professorly-ly
since I was like three. So like –

No one didn’t get rejected from Brown. Okay, sidebar. Did you go
to Bill Clinton’s speech?
[HUGE TANGENT ABOUT HOW WE FEEL ABOUT BILL
CLINTON, THE DYNAMICS OF THE CLINTONS’ MARRIAGE, ELEANOR ROOSEVELT AND FDR, THE WEIRD
POWER DYNAMIC OF HAVING A FEMALE INTERN GIVE
YOU A BLOW JOB, ADULTERY, CONSENT, HOW STEPHEN THINKS THAT MONICA LEWINSKY WOULD BE
BAD IN BED]
I will say one thing, I bet he just regrets that she didn’t swallow,
because all of the evidence would be gone. I want all this in the
viewbook.
Okay.
That is the kind of critical thinking they teach you at Tufts. I will
say this: I have been taught to think about semen in so many
different contexts. And none biological.
Ah, the humanities. It’s um. You’re just majoring in – I have a
friend who is majoring in French and Biology, and we’re all like,
she’s basically majoring in sex.
But what major doesn’t involve sex? Math? Maybe. But then
there are all those dirty jokes.

Oh right, the questions! The interview, yes!
Oh, here’s my thing about Tufts and math. I think it’s so stupid that
Tufts has to have two math requirements.
Me too, Tufts.
Yeah, Tufts! Reprimanding you. It’s like rubbing a dog’s nose in
urine.
Just like that.
[TANGENT ABOUT MATH OF SOCIAL CHOICE, ECON
MAJORS, MARKETABLE MAJORS, PARENTS, THE PHRASE
“DOING ART”, DOING WHAT YOU LOVE, SELF ESTEEM,
WINNONA LADUKE, ELIZABETH AMMONS, LACK OF
GENDER BALANCE IN ENGLISH CLASSES, JOE LITVAK,
BEING THE CLASS PERV, SEX, ABSENCE/PRESENCE, JUDITH HABER, DRAG QUEENS, RELATIONSHIPS AND
PROFESSORS KNOWING ABOUT THEM, ADVISING, LEE
EDELMAN, ISRAELI APARTHEID WEEK, THE SOCIOLOGY
DEPARTMENT’S SOFTBALL TEAM, FANTASY BASEBALL,
THESES, GAY KIDS AND ME]
It’s life; this is life now.
Well, move to the Midwest, maybe it won’t be.

Year: 2012
Major: English, Women’s Studies
Hometown/Region: Bethesda, Maryland
Age: 21
Race: white
Height: 5’9”
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: Hetero
Religion: Unitarian Universalist
Average Parental Yearly Income: Honestly, I don’t know
and they won’t tell me. But money was never an issue
and I and my 2 siblings have attended private schools
forever and we’re all graduating without debt.
Scholarship/Financial Aid: none
Eyes: 2 (blue/green)
Hair: brown
Interests: tea, talking to people,
sleeping appropriate amounts
every night, talking about sex,
yelling about things I like, writing poetry
Activities: VOX, SAGE,
Cross Country/Track,
Community service
trip to El Salvador,
Tufts Idea Exchange
Political Views: liberal

So I guess the basic question is, what do you want people to know about
Tufts, and then the second part is, what do you want people to know
about you at Tufts? How would you want to be represented? Basically.

Interesting. First semester sophomore year, I took Chrstina Sharpe’s class “American Woman Writers.”

Interesting.

She changed my life. I’m writing a thesis on a book we read in that class. I’m now most academically interested in trans-American feminism, and I want to be a professor. Of that. And that class is why. So, at that time, I – and I mean, I’ve been aware of this stuff, but not
really to this extent, I never really studied it – at that time, I had a boyfriend, and actually being in her class and thinking through all of
that stuff and just like, facing the reality of the experience of different kinds of women in the United States, and what that stuff meant for
me, and which institutions I wanted to support with my life and my choices made being in a relationship really difficult, actually. And so
that was it, and then I took “American Indian Writers” with Elizabeth Ammons

So those are the two questions. But we can also do any of these questions,
you know, anything that stood out to you, we can also do that.
Got it. So I, oh jeez. And this is like, not if I were designing a book to
get people to come.
Right.
This is like, how I actually feel.
Yeah. So many people are asking me that! Which I like. I mean, you can
do it campy, like, what you think Tufts would do –
No no. No. That’s – I hate – that.
*Laughter*
I… am really happy at Tufts. I’m also a really happy person, just by
nature, so I think I’d probably be really happy pretty much anywhere.
I sometimes do feel really frustrated by a …lack of general feminism,
I would say.
I’m going to ask you for anecdotal evidence, yeah?
Oh of course. And along with that comes … all the stuff that comes
with that, so like, racial awareness and attention to language and the
way we have fun, and our humor, and I’m lucky because I have a lot
of friends who really get it. I surround myself with a lot of people who
really understand. Which I really relaxing for me, because then it’s like,
it’s just one fewer thing I have to think about. Conversation.
Can I ask a question?
Yeah.
Was this something you were made aware of when you came to Tufts,
or was it a … was it a gradual coming-to, like “wow, fuck, this is fucked
up!” or was it just like, you came in kind of, playing the game, knowing
the rules.

Professor Sharpe. She changes people!

Love Elizabeth Ammons.
Yeah, she’s the second reader on my thesis. And the advisor on my Women’s Studies project. And I decided that I wanted to minor in
Women’s Studies. And I started getting more involved with VOX and SAGE, and then the shit hit the fan nationally regarding the abortion
debate and the birth control debate and all of that stuff. And I just realized, like, holy shit, this is not just – this is my rights that are under
attack. This is like, we are stepping back like fifty years. Um. And I spoke at Tufts Idea Exchange about sexual health education, about how
I think it is wrong that there is no pleasure component of sexual health education. And, um, that – and I specifically focused on female
pleasure, because I’m a girl, and, you know, I have ten minutes to deliver a speech and we’re a little more complicated. So I guess how I
would want to be represented – I think there are other things to me, as a person, but I don’t ever really think about them or talk much
about them, so I would want to be represented as I suppose a vocal feminist presence on this campus. And I think that’s how people see
me, I have a lot of friends who – I get emails all the time, or Facebook posts all the time that are like “oh I saw this article, about women,
and I think you might want to read it,” you know, “what do you think about this?” And it’s from like, everybody: people I just met, people
I know well, all over. I like that. I like that especially because my Facebook wall has become like the feminist town hall.
Strong.

But I like that because I can handle it. I feel like I can support it, and not be so defeated
by the shitty reality. Probably because, you know, I’m white, my parents have money, et
cetera. But, um. And I like dudes. So like that does it. But I mean, like, because of those
things, I feel like I can really take a lot of heat on this front.
You’re well-positioned to be a vocal advocate.
Yeah, yeah. It’s not so much of an added stressor for me as it would be for other people.
And I like that, I like that. And I think unfortunately people like me are very necessary on
this campus. But. The flip side of that is that people like me are necessary on this campus!
Which means that I feel validated in the work that I do in my life. And people often like,
come up to me and – and mostly it’s because of the TEX video, honestly. But like, people I
barely know or have never met will be like, “thank you.” And like, tenderly embrace me. It’s
really nice. Although the best response I got to that video was from one of my guy friends
from home, that was like “I watched it, but I was just bored halfway through because I
already knew all that stuff.” That is what I want to hear. That is what I want to hear.
That’s actually – that’s cool.
Yeah so okay backstory: I’m Unitarian Universalist. And in eighth grade UU’s do a comprehensive sexual education program called “our whole lives” which covers everything
under the sun, sexual health, and diseases, and contraception, and relationships, and dating violence, and drugs, and how to talk about it with your parents, and puberty, and
masturbation, and like, everything. So I learned al that stuff when I was like, 13. I mean I
didn’t do any of it – I mean I guess I masturbated – but I didn’t like have sex with anybody
else until I was like, 17, maybe, or 18. But I was really well-informed and I felt like it was, it
wasn’t scary or taboo information. And I have just been astounded to learn that like that’s
not what people experience. And I want to fix that.
I love it. Um, why do you say that it’s necessary at Tufts?
Because it’s de facto necessary because of the world we live in. I don’t think it’s like, worse
at Tufts than any other place, but like, so what? I don’t want to be best of the worst. I
don’t want to be just good enough. I don’t want to be “Not Terrifying.” I don’t want to be
“Not Awful.” None of those things are good enough in any other department, and they
shouldn’t be good enough in this one. So. I got really overwhelmed, actually; there was a
week this fall when I felt like I was just gonna completely fall apart. And it had a lot to do
with – so, okay. so I run, and I run cross country and track for the team and I got t a point
this fall where I felt like, like it was hard for me to get dressed in the morning. Because I
felt like, what are the choices I’m making? What am I saying? Are my pants too tight? Are
my pants too loose? Do I wear a skirt, do I shave my legs, do I not shave my legs, what
am I saying, what, who am I doing this for? You know. And it was like – I understood the
appeal of the burka, actually. Which was something I’d never thought I’d say in my life,
because I feel like that’s a tool of oppression, or whatever. But like, also so are high heels.
So. So. So that’s a whole other issue. But yeah, I … I just had a really hard time figuring out
how I wanted to present my body in a way that was professional. I’d never thought about
that before either, but I had to do, like, job interviews and stuff, you know, so I had to find
a way that that like, professional, but also kind of made me feel, you know, attractive? But
like not really, and not too attractive, and in a way that makes me feel in control. And it
got to the point where only – it was running clothes. It was, like, sports bra, t-shirt, running shorts, running shoes. And that was what made me feel like I was not an object. But
I run around in Medford Somerville and I get catcalled a lot. and in the winter it’s not as
bad, because nobody goes outside, and you wear like 400 shirts. But when it’s hot, I mean,
I run 45 miles a week and I know exactly what I look like in Spandex and I just like, I get
honked at and yelled at and this fall it as probably like – it’s probably like an average of
twice a week; I run every day, and probably, yeah, it’s not more than half of the runs but it’s
rare. That we don’t get catcalled.
That’s – that’s kind of astounding.

And it has to do with depending on where we’re running, you
know? Like if you’re running along the Charles, running through
Harvard Square? Not really. If you’re running on Somerville Ave,
or if you’re running down in Medford, ‘cause it’s also like a class
thing, so I also felt all guilty about it, which like, welcome.
Right, yeah.
But I got to a point where like, any time it happened, immediately
like, I just like stuck up my middle finger and screamed “Fuck you!”
because, like, I’m not gonna take it. And everybody always tells
you, like, you know
“Brush it off ”…
Yeah, you know, brush it off, don’t talk back – okay that is a safety
strategy. But it’s like, noon, on a Monday. And I’m in a pack of five
people. And nothing bad is going to happen to us. And you better shut the fuck up. But I thought about it and I was like, “Oh my
god. That advice, while it is well-intended, is also another tool of
oppression.” I realized that, and it was like, how messed up is that,
that, that, my mom who told me that or my dad who told me that
or whoever told me that is trying to keep me safe, but. I don’t know
I mean and I have a friend from home, and she gets catcalled all the
time. And she is really confused about it. And like, we talked about
it over Thanksgiving and she was like, she’s been like pretty overweight her whole life. And she’s like, “honestly Sadie, I don’t want
to lose weight, because I don’t want to be more attractive, because
I don’t want it to get
worse.” Just like, every day, someone
will, and she’s like,
“I don’t know why, I
don’t know why that
is, like, I don’t know
if it’s like how I dress
or if it’s just the way
I look”
Well it’s a way of controlling people.
Yeah but she gets it
like, more than any
other person I know.

Like, every day she goes out and gets catcalled by someone. And
she’s like “it doesn’t make sense, like there are better-looking people all around all the time, but I get it.” And she said that now,
when it happens, she just turns around and screams, just like lets
loose, just absolutely like flips a shit and causes a huge stink, like
she’ll be in line at like a deli or something and someone will make
some comment and she’ll just start screaming. And I talked to her
and I said, “do you ever feel like, unsafe?” and she said “that’s the
only way I feel safe. Because what, I just shut up and take it? No!”
No. So I get, like, that. So that’s how I feel about that. And it is really annoying to be doing your sport, you know, which I – when I
am running is the only time that I – I won’t say like that I don’t feel
gendered, but it is the only time that I feel like at least like I’m not
an object. Not so much now, actually; this semester is better, I’ve
like gotten it together a little bit, but like, that was rough and it,
I don’t know I mean what does it say that what I’m doing during
that time is I’m competing with other women.
Sidebar: my mom runs, and now is like gung-ho – well now she’s really into cycling, but for a while she was like, half-marathon, runs.
And she’s also very feminist, very aware of her own, like, status as
a woman and we had a conversation where she’d be like, she said
the same thing. And it’s interesting for me because for her it’s about,
like, I think it’s also about compeititon but it’s also about, like she,
she goes, “Chase I feel so strong. I feel so in control of my body.”
Right. Yeah.
And that’s a big deal for her. Does that make sense? I think it’s really
important.
Yeah absolutely. That’s what it’s about, actually. That is becoming
increasingly, like, you know I feel like a little polar bear on an
ice flow, and like when I realize that my ice flow is shrinking in
terms of spaces where I feel like I can feel totally safe and valued
as a woman and like I don’t have to, I don’t know, like, perform.
And it’s funny because this sport is like, I have to perform every
weekend. But it feels so much more on my terms. And also: thank
God, thank God! Thank God I have this sport in college. Because
I’m not really an excerizer, I don’t really like to work out, I mean, I
like endorphins. But I don’t like the elipical. I don’t like the bike. I
don’t like to swim. I don’t like “jazzercize” or like, fuckin’ “zoomba.” I mean, no. I like to run. And I like to train. And like, this
week 45 miles. Next week, 50 miles. Then I’m gonna race, and I’m
gonna run 90 seconds per lap and that’s a six-minute mile and
I’ll do that like five times – you know,
it’s like, it’s regular, and it’s something I
can strive for and a way that I can evaluate and engage with a part of myself that
actually ultimately doesn’t have much to
do with what I look like, and has much
more to do with what I do.
Mhm.
And I like my body, and I feel great
about my body, but that has much more
to do with – at least I can tell myself that
it’s because I want to be fast. And that
keeps me safe, that keeps me feeling,

like… attractive? But not in a way that’s
compromising, and not in a way that’s
for anybody else. And I really wonder
what that’s going to be like after college
when I no longer have to train. And I am
no longer on a team. And I don’t know.
Um. So for example, right now, I weigh
more than I have ever weighed in my
whole life. I probably weight 142 pounds.
Which, like, I came to college I was probably like 132. I have never been this fast.
So, it’s interesting because you know I
step on a scale and it’s like, shit! But then,
it’s like, oh wait, I’ve been lifting for
three months. I’m stronger than I’ve
ever been in my life. And it’s this weird – so like, I’m trying not to think about it
too much. But what happens when I race, because I’m racing faster than I’ve ever
raced in my life, I’m like, bring it on. Like, great. If I’m not? That’s another area.
Cause it’s like for every pound you lose you lose 2 seconds per mile, or something,
there’s some formula, so it is beneficial to weigh less. But you can’t compromise
your nutrition, or else you’ll get slow, so. Probably because I am so – even though
I’m in a sport that induces a lot of physical anxiety, within a culture that induces
a lot of physical anxiety, the fact that I can compete and measure myself based on
time keeps me safe.
So – quick: because we’re talking so much about image, and because this is such an
imagistic project, I need to get your input. How do I show you?
Running clothes.
Running clothes.
Yes. I have pink running shoes that I
always hang over my bag. And I usually wear my hair in a ponytail. And my
shorts are really short, and my shirts
are – not… cute. None of this tank top
business.

Name: Niki
Year: 2012!
Major: Italian, History; and I have a minor in Mass Communications and Media Studies
Hometown/Region: Long Island, N.Y.
Age: 22
Race: Despite the white skin, I’m a proud Hispanic
Height: Five-foot-zero
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Gender: Female…? Am I missing something?
Sexuality: Straight, but I love the female form.
Religion: A proud Roman Catholic
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year.
Scholarship/Financial Aid: Full-ride, thanks to grants and
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Eyes: Green.
Hair: Dirty blonde and needs to be cut
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of the world, sports (NY JETS!)
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and for the first time ever at Tufts it seems, relaxinggggg.
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Alright so this is Niki’s interview. So, what I’m telling you is the
big question here is, like, what would you like people to know
about Tufts, all holds barred. No, no holds barred. No holds
barred. That’s the phrase. Wrestling. So, if you didn’t work for
admissions.
Haha yeah about that…
Oh also however anonymous you want to make this...
No, you know me, I don’t keep things under lock and key.
Yeah that’s why we love you. So I guess, like, what do you want
to say? And the other thing is, if you were going to be profiled
by admissions, say, if you were going to be on a student panel
– like I know you are sometimes
Hahaha
How would you like to be represented? On the page? Y’know.
Either like, how you look, or what is said, what you have to say,
or like, whatever. Who are you? Or if you don’t want to talk
about that we can talk about something completely different.
Like, Stephen Meno and I just did the Inside the Actor’s Studio
questions. Like “what’s your favorite word?” and stuff. It was
awesome. We talked for like an hour.
Hahaha um, well I mean if I were to think like five years ago to
my college essay, I wrote pretty much that Tufts for me was going to be the ultimate safe haven. You know, my house – I have
the craziest family, my nephew’s about to be two years old to a
not even twenty-one year old girl, my mom’s boyfriends brother is a crackhead who always broke into our garage and like
would sleep in our swimming pool and just pass out wherever,
and he wasn’t welcome, and my mom just couldn’t handle her
stress, would always take it out on me, and so I needed to get
away. Luckily, I was one in my family that had the ability intellectually to get away. And Tufts had everything I was looking
for. I speak four languages; Tufts was able to just perpetuate
that, just like “okay, let’s teach you some French, kid!” “Oh,
you want to learn Portuguese? All right! Come on over!” and so
I really wanted to try out a new city, I’d never been to Boston
before Tufts… when I first visited Tufts in April of 2007 for the
first time, that was my first time ever coming to Boston and this
is a really cool place (laughter) so. It was – Tufts was a way for
me to get away. And I guess going off the “what’s your favorite
word” question, my favorite word is “nostalgia.” It just kind of
rolls off the tongue really nicely, but then if you think about it,
come next year when I’m done with Tufts, that’s the one word
that I’m going to keep coming back to, “nostalgia,” just bringing back such positive images of the past that I just would
be very much okay with living with forever. So, Tufts changed
my life, as probably all these other people have said. College
changes your life. It transforms you – it’s a four-year pressure
cooker where you learn everything and anything about yourself.
How has it changed you? Heavy question, I know.
Well, I mean, this is like, really heavy for like a viewbook, but

like it’s me.
Well right, but, throw out the viewbook rules.
Well I was in a pretty… you could say
oppressive relationship with Corey.
I guess the bottom line is, because
of a certain relationship I had with a
certain someone for half a decade,
I lost trust in everybody. And in that
I mean in my friends, in how I love
people, in my family, in myself. Had a
lot of issues that I didn’t even realize
I had until that relationship ended at
the end of 2011. Well, spring 2011.
Yeah. Spring. So, what changed all
that was Talloires. And that was basically six weeks of throwing myself
into the unknown, living with a family that I had never met before, living
with a roommate that I had never met
before, speaking a language that I
had really never had the chance to
speak before, in a completely new
place, and it was scary. But the fact
that I took that plunge and had a sort
of “therapy,” it taught me to grow,
and quickly. And it’s like, this is your
life; you’re in the French countryside,
you can make whatever you want
out of this. It’s not just school. This
is a time for you to grow, and Tufts is
letting you have that time. So. There
was that and I came back from that
in the summer and I felt really rejuvenated and felt like, “okay, now we
can start trusting again.” It’s a work
in progress but that’s what started
that whole process. And then, um,
the Daily. When I say “pressure cooker,” I mean that’s – that is a prime
example of that. I worked 50 hours
a week, 61 issues, with like a handful of people, most of whom I had no
idea who they were until August 31,
when we’re starting to put together
our first issue, where I finally formed
a family I could trust: Carter, Adam,
Alyssa (who I’m visiting in two and
a half weeks and it’s crazy, that I’m
gong to Denmark!), Shoshanna, all
of them. They’ve become a second
family. And that became really clear
when I out of some sort of madness
decided to cook Thanksgiving dinner for all of them. 21 pound turkey,
all the fixings; we’re all together at a
kitchen table in my apartment and,
just, I dunno, some kind of crazy love

came out of me that night, and I would not
have met these people or had these experiences, were it not for Tufts. So it’s not really
the college or the classes or the professors
or Jumbo – but it’s really the fact that it’s
an institution that really gave me ways to
grow. And I know that sounds super cliché
but I’m going to look back on this come four
months from now after we graduate and
just be like, “Wow. Tufts did that for me.”
So. I don’t know if you want to ask me questions on the form, or…

Sure. Do any of these appeal to you? Did
Tufts become the like, safe place that you
wanted it to be?
Um, I feel like it became a sort of happy medium. Cause like, I realized that I really do
enjoy going home to New York, and like being with my family and seeing my old friends
from high school and stuff, but it’s good to
know that I can get away when I can, and
that’s Tufts. Like you could probably – like I
don’t want to say that you could substitute

any school for that, but for me I mean it filled a special bond
that like I mean for me, like you and me and you and Katie
and me and Audrey and Sasha, of course, that like, you guys
have formed like a web of security. Like, okay, like, when stuff
gets crazy at home or with you or anything… like, okay. Let’s
go to April 2011 when I’m literally on my floor crying. You guys
were able to come and just like, scoop me up and be like “it’s
okay, let’s get ice cream.” That would not have happened at
home. It would have been like, “suck it up, go take a shower,
it’s over.” And I needed a place where I could go to and, like,
recharge my battery so to speak, and start over. And Tufts
gave me that, I guess you could say.
What’s the best thing about Tufts?
The people, of course! I mean I’m just one person who’s come
from one walk of life, so to speak, but yet – let’s take my old
roommate, Katie, for example. From probably the most rural
place in Connecticut I have ever seen in my life; she came to
school pretty religious and conservative and I’m just like “this
is not how I am.” Meanwhile I’m running around naked, and
like, taking naked naps and it’s like “okay, when the clothes
are hanging off the bed, you know she’s asleep!” And it’s just
like, I think we both needed that. And you’re probably going
to an interview with her, and I may or may not come up, but
I mean it was a strange chemistry at first – like “how is this
gonna work; we’re from two different worlds,” even though we
live maybe 150 miles apart – but yet, like, we made it work
and, like, she’s gonna be somebody
who’s most likely gonna be in my bridal
party years from now. And, yeah. It was
strange because I didn’t know how that
was gonna work, but that’s why Tufts is
so great is because you can have, like,
an apple, and an orange, and some-

how they’ll … make beautiful juice? *Laughter*
Haha we’ll end with that.
*Laughter* Yep.
That’s what Tufts is. Fruit juice. It’s just fruit juice.
*Laughter*
This is so good. Uh. Any other words of wisdom?
Um
Anything bad you want to say?
No. The only bad things I can really think of – like, I mean, there
are some trivial stuff, like for example the Joey needs to get its
stuff together and just get me a bus that works, like on a good
schedule, like come on. But also… well there hasn’t really been
a lot of snow this year. Well sometimes you can just slip and die,
and I don’t want that. Just put down some salt! What’s the big
deal?
Haha
Um, so those are like trivial things. Um, I do wish there was a – I
mean, more open, at least, socioeconomic diversity? Because

I mean like, I know you asked like, “are you on financial aid,”
like “how much do your parents make?” and I was like, “Okay,
I’ll answer that.”
I appreciate that you did.
But was I like, one of few?
No, most people did. Some people were vague. Some people
were like “I don’t know,” or “my parents won’t tell me” and
another one I get is like “too little,” but I appreciate, you know.
You saying.
Well that just goes down to because like, my parents don’t
know what they’re doing with FAFSA. And they’re just like,
okay, I’ll guest fill out the paperwork, but you have to take care
of this. So I see the numbers and I see like what I need to like,
get a college education, essentially, but I just wish that people
were – I realize it’s a sensitive subject, but so is sexuality. And
so is all those kinds of diversity where you’re just like, “mmm,
I don’t know if I’m comfortable talking about this.” But I wish
we would because like, we’re all in bad economic times. And
sometimes I go, I like walk into a Tufts classroom, and I see
all the Macbook pros, and I see the nice bags and the nice
clothes, and I’m just like, “I go to school with so many entitled
people.” But I feel like it’s a façade, in a way, because there
might be, I mean, there are some people that just might like to
be very fashionable but next thing you know they’re like, “oh

no I had to work three jobs this summer to get that bag.” But no
one’s really telling anybody their story, when it comes to that.
And I feel like a … oddball for being the full-scholarship kid in a
school full of six or perhaps seven-digit income families and students. And I’m just like, “what’s the deal?” So. But I don’t have a
solution for how to fix that. I mean, you know. It’s not something
that I’m like “oh god, I hate Tufts for this” because I would get
that at any, like, elite school. Any. Harvard, Yale, Columbia. Any.
I mean, it’s a universal problem, so I’m not gonna like just point
the finger at Tufts for that, but. It’s just one thing that I’ve realized. And always my parents have been telling me lately, like, I
think everybody’s getting the idea that I’m going to be making
a lot of money. But they’re just like, “no matter what, don’t you
ever forget where you came from. Don’t you ever forget, how
hard it was to get to where you are and all the efforts you put in.
don’t become one of those spoiled brat, whatever, people. but
that’s becoming like, more and more relevant and more and
more of a conversation as I’m getting closer and closer to graduation, and higher education and a job, I’m not really sure – two
weeks, we’ll find out?
Ooo.
But I feel like Tufts has taught me about that, too. like in a way
they threw me into like, the real world. There are people who are
up here and people who are down here. You just need to be you,
regardless of the dollar sign.

Name: Brooke Weber
Year: 2013
Major: Child Development
Hometown/Region: Arlington, VA
Age: 21
Race: English-German-Dutch-ian
Height: average
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: for the men
Religion: Deist/ Zoroastrianism-in-theory
Eyes: brown, usually behind glasses or
contacts
Hair: brown, straight, often messy, length
varies
Interests: medicine, teaching & education,
drawing & cartooning, theatre
Activities: HYPE! Mime Troupe, cartoonist for The Daily, volunteer at Brigham &
Women’s Hospital
Political Views: …bleh, politics.

The two big questions we’re trying to answer is, no holds barred – not for a viewbook, not
for admissions, not for Tufts – what do you want people to know at Tufts? And then also
what do you want people to know about you at Tufts. So like, if you were going to profile
yourself.
Okay. Let’s start with the first question. I think two things mainly pop into mind, as
much as people try to characterize Tufts, saying “Tufts is all about like ‘diversity!’, Tufts
is all about ‘international stuff!’, ‘quirky!’ or ‘nerdy!’” it’s safe to say you will find every
single type of person at Tufts. So it’s not only that Tufts is this quirky, internationally
focused school. And so it’s not as if I can’t do sports because I go to Tufts. Or I go to
Tufts, therefore all the shows will have this culturally sensitive material. And so Tufts
like any other college, and as much as people always try to put these schools into these
categories, the stereotypes not of course necessarily true. And so I guess when I first was
applying to Tufts I started thinking to myself, “do I fit in this mold?” and I say, “well, yes
and no” and I was like really, to be honest I just don’t really care much about the diversity
aspect and “oh, we must have, like, a black, gay president from Alaska!” that didn’t really
matter to me, I just want someone who was qualified for the job. So when I was applying
I was like “well, it’s a good school, there are some things that I like, it seems good that its
diverse because I know i’ll be able to find something for me, but it wasn’t anything that
it was quote-unquote “known for” that really appealed to me. And then ust skimming
stuff, I came across the child development department and I realized that there department was actually really big, and most schools and even larger schools don’t really have
child development programs. And so that really appealed to me, and I was like “oh, that’s
something that’s not really marketed up front at Tufts.” But I think once I got to know
the school and learned a lot of Child Development stuff I realized Tufts is actually quite
well-known for this, but nobody ever talks about it because it’s not a huge pulling factor,
I guess. But once I realized this I was like “oh! Now I really want to go to this school now,
because the child development dept. is awesome!” So then I marketed myself as this
kind of student, because I didn’t see myself in any of their other pulling groups. And I
had pretty decent grades but it’s funny, college don’t really care about that, all they care
about is SAT scores and ACT scores. Which in my personal opinion, I don’t think is the
way to go, because how can two and a half hours of your life doing what these adults
think are standardized tests qualify you for college, compared to four years of going to
school learning about all these different subjects? I feel like grades have more weight, but
a lot of college admissions don’t agree. Lucky for me, they liked me *laughter* I guess, I
don’t know what ended up getting me in.
So once you were here do you feel like you found a spot?
Yeah once I got here. I was never really big on the whole college process experience, I
kind of resisted it, I think it was mostly because I didn’t really know what it was, what
I was supposed to do – I didn’t really have a clear school in mind, I didn’t really know
what kind of school I wanted, I just wanted someplace smaller, friendly, something I can
get into, find my niche, but other than that, I was clueless. So when I got [to Tufts] I kind
of went with the philosophy of, “you’re here, you’re a freshman, go do and try out for
everything you possibly can” because the sooner you get started in the social life of the
school and get involved and find friends the happier you’re gonna be, and I’m not the
type of person who’s gonna be like “Hey! Party all the time we’re gonna go to a frat and
it’ll be awesome!” I knew I was not that kind of person but everyone in my freshman hall
dorm was. And so we didn’t really connect or see eye-to-eye at first, so they all bonded
very quickly and formed this clique and I was left to my own devices. So I auditioned for
Hype! and Cheap Sox and the freshman show, which was “Is He Dead?” at the time. and
I think that was the best decision I have made in a long time. I got into Hype! my first
semester freshman year, and I think that really gave me the confidence to feel better like
I was now part of something, and I didn’t have to try to fit into this Tufts mold, and go
to all the stuff that the administration had planned to you, if you know what I mean. So.
Yeah so I’ve been in Hype! ever since, it has been amazing and I love it and I can get my
theatre bug out. I do two performances a year and then some smaller ones, and now a
lot of my good friends are all in the the troupe or doing theatre, so I think that is one of
the biggest positive experiences I’ve had at Tufts.

What’s been so good about Hype! besides the performance stuff?
Um, I just think like because we’re such a small troupe – I think
the biggest we’ve ever been is thirteen, and that was a lot of people
to us – there are a lot of things about that semester that was a little
crazy. But now we’re eleven, one’s abroad. We have to work together so collaboratively all the time because everything we do is
unanimous, and so when we decide on our show everyone has to
agree and vote on it, we have these days where we just talk about
skit ideas and just riff off of one another and have a good time. I
think you get to know people really well through the creative process, and how people really are when you’re doing something like
theatre, or miming. More so than you do when you’re in classes
where you’re already structured by the material. The bonding and
the stress of the show always brings people together. when you
have to team up and really pull through because you need everybody, it’s really great. The freshman show [“Is He Dead?”] was
great too, I ended up meeting my first college boyfriend that way;
we dated for a whole year after that. So that was the first big serious college relationship and it was fantastic and I have no regrets.
Good.
But yeah, loved freshman year, maybe my favorite year so far,
which I think a lot of people don’t say
Yeah.
A lot of people really struggle with it and I completely understand.
And I actually think that Tufts actually does a really good job
with its orientation, and I think one thing that I do really appreciate about the Tufts admission and the freshman focus groups are
that they really do try to guide you on how to approach starting
the four-year process. and so I really appreciated that and if they
didn’t truly care personally, at least they came across that way in
the stuff that they did, so I think that also contributed to me being more at ease at Tufts, being like “okay, people seem to care,
they’ve been planning this whole week for us, and there’s all these
different cool things to do” I felt like there were a lot of options
and I knew that the administration was going to have fun things
for us and we could do a lot. So that’s all positive stuff.
Yeah.
And, um, I guess one of the more negative things that bothers me
sometimes is I think there’s a point when people can be overly
politically correct. And sometimes overly focused on that type of
stuff? And I think at Tufts it’s really easy to do that because it is
a very internationally-focused school and there’s people from all
over, and so I think we’re trying to appease everyone and make
sure there’s no offense on either side, offending people’s culture.
I think people tend to be stepping on eggshells all the time about
the whole issue. I’m trying to think of an example… Okay so this
may have been spring freshman year, people were running for
TCU Senate or something like that, I don’t remember what position, and there’s this young Asian woman who was running. I
think she was Korean. And she sort of lightly made fun of herself,
mostly I think like some of the comments had to do with her
ethnicity and being Asian. And so people are like “oh, okay, that’s
funny, I get it, a little self-deprecation, whatever.” And then this

other guy who was I think friends with her,
he was also Korean, he made these mock –
fake posters, that were basically following
her model, but he exaggerated the stereotypes when he put the words underneath –
and I remember this huge, like, uproar and
it was like in the papers and everyone was
like *gasp* “bias incident!” or “how could
you do that” and whatnot. Somebody even
wrote a Daily article about it. But then if

you were to actually ask the girl who originally put the posters up she was thought
it was funny! and so now why is this such
a big deal?! And I feel that there are a lot
of things that that have happened over the
years were it’s just blown out of proportion.
and there’s no need to.
Just like this unnecessary…
Unnecessary stuff. Yeah.
Well this is all great. Great stuff.
[Outside of interview -- EMAIL]
Hi Chase. I thought of something else--and
perhaps a bit more articulate now that I can
write it down--about the Tufts image. Here
it goes.
When I was looking at colleges, my dad
and I went to an information meeting
about Tufts led by Lee Coffin, the head of
admissions. He started off talking about
general things about the school, things like
average GPA, number of majors, retention

rate, all that boring statistical stuff.
Then he got into the part about the
types of students who have been accepted in the past. One girl he talked
about was a lesbian, african-american girl who was super politically
active in her community and passed
a petition or something like that.
Another kid was from a country like
Nigeria who witnessed all sorts of
horrible corrupt-government stuff
yet still found time to complete his
education. Another girl was some
combination of black, Irish, and
Mexican. Someone else published
a book. Someone else solved world
hunger. Just kidding. Anyway, after
the meeting, my dad and I turn to
one another in a kind of disbelief.
Who are these people? Some kind of
super-student-citizens? They were
definitely not me. I like to write
and won some awards but have
never published a book. I once campaigned door-to-door but had never
taken charge of my community
politically. I’m not from Nigeria or
inner-city Chicago, I’m not Irish or
black or Mexican. According to Lee
Coffin, I would not be worth talking about. At least, that’s how it appeared. I think admissions departments make the mistake of trying
to “show off ” the crop they already
got rather than trying to recruit
new, interesting, albeit relatively
ordinary kids. This is the wrong
approach. Any 18-year-old doesn’t
care about some superstar student,
they care about themselves and
how in the world they’re going to
compare. It finds a college-hopeful
wanting and in some need of “fluffing up” to feel adequate. Goodness
knows how many kids bulk up their
resume with junk! Point being, with
a little reassurance from Dad, I realized that maybe colleges feel just as
insignificant as we do and therefore
try to look competitive and valuable
by advertising their star-student stories. I assured myself I was worth it-worth the school’s money and time,
worth the effort to review--because
while I’d never ever be from Nigeria,
I’d turn out just fine.

Name: Jessica Haggett, but everyone calls
me Belle
Year: 2013 (Junior)
Major: Biology/Music
Hometown/Region: Winchester, MA
Age: 20
Race: Caucasian
Height: 5’9”
Sex: female
Gender: cis
Sexuality: bisexual
Religion: United Church of Christ
Average Parental Yearly Income: 150k
Scholarship/Financial Aid: Ohhhyeah
Eyes: brown
Hair: brown, usually silly colors in highlights
Interests: Research, ecology, music
Activities: Klezmer ensemble, piano
teaching
Political Views:
liberal

Name: Sasha Reed
Year: ‘12
Major: Psychology, English minor
Hometown/Region: Cape Cod, Ma
Age: 21
Race: Caucasian
Height: 5’ 6’’
Sex:Female
Gender:Female
Sexuality:Heterosexual
Religion: Mutt- half Jewish
Scholarship/Financial Aid: A bit here, a bit there20% provided by an amazing scholarship through
my hometown
Eyes:Brown
Hair:Brown
Interests:The human mind/ behavior (all kinds),
Art (all kinds), Music
Activities:Power yoga, volunteering at sober dropin center/employment center, facillitating group
therapy poetry, painting, sculpture, photography,

If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what
would they highlight? What would it sound
like?
The most important thing about Tufts for me
has always been the community. I describe
it as the island of lost toys sometimes. My
friends and I are all a big bunch of dweebs,
and quirk is something valued on Tufts campus.

jewelry-making, study
abroad-London, travel
(top 5 trips- London, Barcelona, Berlin, Edinburgh,
Isla Mujeres--Mexico)

Is there a typical Tufts student?

The music department definitely feels like
home. I most identify as a scientist, though.

but I didn’t realize that would mean that no
one would want to focus on their teaching. I
don’t have that kind of experience with the
music/liberal arts classes I have taken.

Is this good or bad?

How do you feel about Tufts?

It’s good, I think.

I love it. I’m one of those dweebs that likes to
talk to prefrosh because I want to convince
them to come to Tufts.

Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
I hate fighting with friends. That’s always the
worst for me. I freak out.

Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?

Where is your home at Tufts?

Not anywhere on campus. Walking alone at
night near the gym creeps me out; I avoid it
at all costs.

My apartment really feels like home now.
We’ve got a nice place behind Danish Pastry.
Like I mentioned, the music building also really feels like home. I always see people I know,
get hugs.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
The people.
What is the worst thing?
I actually don’t know. It sometimes hits me
that the bio department teachers (and chem)
are not very good teachers. Part of why I came
to Tufts was for the research opportunities,

Being here you are connected to so many people from so many groups.
My friends do completely different creative things, some of which are
entirely out of my comfort zone. We actively discuss what we are learning or doing, teach and provoke each other, and collaborate.
Is there a typical Tufts student?
No, that’s the great part. The only thing most students I’ve encountered
have in common is a specialty intelligence--they do something specific
and they usually do it pretty well.
Do you feel like you’ re part of a particular group at Tufts?
Several particular groups. Friends come from study abroad groups,
old friends that I’ve known since orientation, groups that do particular
things like get together to cook, geek out, or go out.
Is this good or bad?
Both and everything in the middle. Mostly belonging is a good feeling
though
Describe a strange moment at Tufts.
A student came up to a group of us on the president’s lawn on one of the
first nights at school and just spontaneously began talking to us and asking us questions--making strange declarations. Could have been a dare
or a drama project or just a weird guy, but it was hilarious.

Sort of. I think quirky is typical. It’s like New
England weather. Atypical is typical.
Do you feel like you’ re part of a particular
group at Tufts?

What should people know about Tufts?

Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
When Obama was elected and campus went wild. When the snow was

Why are you involved in this project?
You’re the bomb and the end result looks
cool.
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this project?
I want to see how other people think about
Tufts. I tend to look at these through rosy
glasses, I want to know what people see that
I don’t.

Sending you a whole bunch of pics to use/discard/arrange as you please I trust you. - SR

falling, classes were cancelled, a bunch of us went to the MFA to just
walk around and look at art. Making vegan cupcakes at the crafts house
with Coorain
Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
The future, graduation is going to be very sad--saying goodbye to all of
these amazing people is going to be really difficult.
Where is your home at Tufts?
Whenever its nice, somewhere on the grass outside.
What is the worst thing?
Senate. See Ian Donovan for details.
There’s no good/useful math class for seniors not interested in math. Either they should ditch the requirement to provide a practical course like
math for adult life--mortgages, a taxes how to that sort of math.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at the start?
Yes, at first it felt so big, but now I have my own niche. It becomes quite
small when you make it smaller for yourself by surrounding yourself
with specific groups of people with similar interests. When I came back
from studying abroad in London I couldn’t believe how tiny the campus
looked.
Do you think I have biases in conducting this survey?
um, yes Chase you work for admissions and you love this place--but
those aren’t bad biases
If so, what do you think my biases are?
<3
Why are you involved in this project?
Because this school has given a lot to me and deserves some sort of feedback
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this project?
yep
If so, what do you hope to gain?
a moment to reflect on this time in my life
Do you have reservations about participating in this project?
nope
Is there something you wish I’d asked?
Yes, favorite class at tufts so far? mine was Faulkner and Hemingway

Name: Seth (note: my middle name is Andrew; my mom was going to name me that
instead of “Seth,” but then “Andrew” became too much of a mainstream name. Even
from birth the world knew that I was going to be too cool for the lamestream…) Hurwitz
Year: 2013
Major: English
Hometown/Region: Lisle, IL (a very flat Midwestern suburb about 45 minutes outside
of Chicago)
Age: 21
Race: I have been thinking about whether or not pointing out privilege simply allows
for its perpetuation, but this seems to me like a fairly convenient rhetorical tool for
those who are comfortable with their own privilege and I don’t like that.
Height: Somewhere between Rosie O’Donnell and Shaq
Sex: Demanding sex won’t get you very far in the professional world, Chase
Gender: Male. (I have similarly confused thoughts re gender, but that’s too big of a
chunk for me to take a bite out of right now. Which, whoa, that sounded kinda gay.)
Sexuality: I’m trying to intellectualize myself into queerness, just to see if it’s possible.
I literally shit you not.
Religion: I’m currently in the process of re-evaluating the reconciliation of my once
proud self-identification as Jewish with a long-time atheism and recently adopted
anti-/post-Zionism. In other words, I’m coming to terms with being Jewish; I am antiZionist. But still atheist. Does this make sense? Oy gevalt.
Average Parental Yearly Income: +250,000
Scholarship/Financial Aid: None
Eyes: Yes I have two
Hair: Continually dissatisfying, messy, infrequently washed
Interests: Literary theory, films, music, comics, ice hockey, feminism, queerness,
French and French (okay, fine—I meant Parisian) culture, being contrarian, writing
annoying things, grammar rules (but fuck ‘em anyway, because radical leftist politics
and stuff), having sex with people, being romantic with people, being friends with
people, being with people, wanting all people to be dead after I’m driving anywhere in
the state of Massachussetts, and other things like that.
Activities: I play for the hockey club at Tufts, and I am also a human being. I read way
too much (this isn’t a humble-brag—I seriously spend too much time reading “irrelevant” things, which therefore renders me “counter-productive”; but fuck you because
I’m not a piece of capital)? (Q.v. “I’m Ron Burgundy?) I am 21. I still want to do more
things before I my life is over.
Political Views: On Facebook, I wrote, somewhat facetiously, “Unbearably liberal.” I’m
going to stick to that one
No, forget it. Alright, now I’m recording
Cool.
So the way this has been working is, I – basically,
the way the interviews have kind of been working
is I’ll sit down with someone and I’ll say okay, so
the two big main questions that I’m trying to answer –
Mhm.
One is “What do you want people to know about
Tufts.”
Okay.
And two is “What do you want people to know
about you at Tufts?”
Okay.
So… those are like the big picture ones, but I don’t

know if you like, wrote – I don’t know how much
you’ve thought about the other questions that I sent,
which are really just to like, spark things – and then
we just, like, talk for however long you want to talk,
and then I write it all down! Later.
Okay. I haven’t like – I’ve looked at the questions,
and I’ve thought about them a little bit, but like, I’ve
been kind of like, all over the place the past couple
weeks, so I haven’t like, thought about them very
deeply a whole lot.
Right.
So. There is that. Although I was, um – and you’ll
read this when I send you this finished, uh, thing,
the little, uh, stats thing – the race bit, I was um
– cause I honestly find the word “Caucasian” extremely funny as a way to describe, just like, all
white people?
(Laughs) Right, right.

(Laughs) It’s just kinda like, “We don’t
want to call you white because that’s reductive…”
Hahah!
“But now we have this other word that
we’re going to use, which is more specific…”
(Laughing) It’s so made up!
And it’s like (…)
Mmm.
So we’re all from the “Caucasus” region, or
whatever it’s called? Like, that’s… is that
true? Is that a thing?
No.
So, I don’t know I wound up just like,
smashing my brain against this Wikipedia
page about the “Caucasian race.” I was like,
“So, like what are we going with here?”
Like, what’s….just, I dunno. It was a funny
little research moment.
No, I like that.
That’s really about the only one that I –
Yeah, good. The black box is the only thing
that’s required, basically. The little black box
I’m making everyone do. And that in itself
is fascinating.
“The little black box?” Is that…
Oh! Oh yeah, it’s that, that thing you’re filling out, the link, “Identity Part I” bit…
Okay.
Is all… it’s gonna be in like a little black box.
Gotcha.
For stats.
Okay.
Um… yeah. But that’s the only thing that’s
continuous about these profiles. (Pause)
Okay sir! So… (laughing) you can just talk
at me if you want!
Alright!
Um.
Let’s go. Um. Yeah so we’ll start off with…
what I think about Tufts or what I think
people should know about Tufts?
Mhm. And you can do this a number of

ways, like that’s a really big question, obviously, so you can say what your
Tufts experience has been – which is also a kind of broad question – you
know.

Like, a year ago, two years ago, I would have been like, not down for that
at all. You know, not to mention the fact that I was like a very staunch
Zionist when I was younger.

(Laughs)

Yeah. Okay. Let’s think about this. I don’t know the first thing that came
to mind right now, and I don’t know if this will really end up being the
most profound thing we get to, or the most important thing, but it’s a good
starting point, I think –

(Laughs) You mentioned this, yeah!

Mhm.

Which is kind of how it goes with a lot of, you know, liberal Jewish people
in this country. But like, I don’t know I was just thinking like, I was trying
to wonder – I was trying to figure out if like, the way that I’ve changed is
like, typical for a Tufts student, or if that’s atypical.

You know, like, politically… um, what is aesthetically compelling, all that
stuff. And so, like, there’s nothing that I can chalk that up to, other than
being already kind of predisposed to being liberal. Um, just cause like, you
know there were plenty of times when I was younger, even when I was like a
very staunch Zionist there were moments where I was like, “Hold on,” like,
“I need to… I need to reconsider the Palestinian’s position.” And like, I don’t
know, maybe I was just like, a politically or ideologically trendy person, and
would like latch onto things that were ostensibly “radical” or “liberal”

Mhm, mhm.
Um… I just like recall – recall? – or I’ve just been thinking a lot lately
about kind of my own personal transformation from freshman year to
like, now?

Argh I want to send you these interviews so bad! (Laughs)

Mhm.

Yeah, but I’m going to break before then. I’m going to be like, “Somebody
needs to see these!” (Laughing) And you’re so good for bouncing things off!
Anyway. I’d ask their permission first.

Like, and the reason why is like, in particular, the, um, recent commensuration of Israel Apartheid Week.
Mmm.

(Laughs) You better. Or, well I’m going to see the finished product…

So, um – differing conversation about how other people may or may not
have changed while they were at Tufts –

Like, I feel like personally I’ve changed a lot, like, profoundly

(Laughs)
But I mean – (Laughs) – I, I was more predisposed to buy into that sort of
thing. So I don’t know how much of it is like, me being predisposed that way
and then being around people that would like, would say things that would
have seemed radical or liberal to me freshman year…
Mhm.
Or if it’s really just the fact that I’ve been around people who have said or
shown me things, or had me read things, that really did force me to encounter something I never really thought before. I don’t know if I’m just
predisposed to be liberal, or if like, really an encounter with something profoundly, um, paradigm changing. You know?
Mhm.
For for example –
I was just going to ask for an example, yeah.
Tobias and I were friendly freshman year, but like, we weren’t like, really
good friends –
Tell him to do an interview with me because I can’t like, recruit him outright,
but I want him to talk to me!
He’s pretty fascinating. I lived with him, um, last year, sophomore year, in,
uh, Wren. And so it’s like, we were like, friendly, but I didn’t know like – I
remember feeling awkward a couple times ‘cause he, I knew he was like very,
you know, “Go Palestinians,” and I was coming fresh off of like, um, a year
and a half long bend of like, being very pro-Israel and shit? And… like, Jewish identity was still something very very important to me then. Which like,
lately it’s become more important to me, and for a long time it was just kind
of like, “I don’t feel comfortable, like, calling myself Jewish, because… like,
religions in general kind of make me a little bit wary, you know, with the
comforting, redemptive message that they have. And how that can kind of
allow people to think pleasing things that wind up doing more harm than
good. But so, um…
But it was still an important part of your identity, and then you lived with
Tobias…

(Laughs)
And so then like, we just happened to live together sophomore year,
and so I lived right across from him in a Wren suite. And also another
kid, Logan Cotton…
Mhm. Why have I heard that name?
He’s abroad – he’s on TCU Senate, or he was on TCU Senate, I’m not
sure if he is. But, uh, he’s a brother at 123, but like, he also, he and Tobias were the very radical, liberal voices in our suite. I lived in a very
– this is another history lesson that we should go into at some point,
but I lived in a very bro-y suite, sophomore year.
Yeah?
Well I wouldn’t say very bro-y, but everyone else in comparison to me,
was extremely bro-y.
Wow!
Which was very terrible for me.

Yeah, exactly. And so I met Tobias and it was like, for some reason he really
like me a lot, I don’t know why.

(Laughs) You’re the captain of the hockey team, Seth. You’ve got a streak.
You’ve got a streak.

I don’t know, Seth, maybe you’re a cool kid! I dunno.

Thank you. (Laughs)

I don’t know why but he’d be like “Seth I love you!” every time he would see
me. And I’d be like, “Tobias you’re great too! Like, you’re a lot of fun and
you’re, like, one of the craziest people I know!”

A streak of bro. (Laughs)
(Laughs) Hopefully we’ll arrive at something fundamentally… great
here. I don’t know, we’ll see.

This is great! This is all fantastic.
So, yeah. So like, um… like as a side note like,
yeah, sophomore year was terrible, like, I don’t
do well living strictly with just, like, guys – like,
I kind of like need a balance with the bro-ness
that often gets exhibited with, um
(Laughs)
with groups of guys concentrated in a living area.
And so… the only other voices that were kind
of like, reassuring or comforting to be around
were Logan’s voice and Tobias’s voice. And some
others, too, in the suite, but those were the only
two that I could, like, really have actual intellectual conversations with. Um, even
when Tobias would be snarky, and
would annoy me sometimes, but like
that’s just, like. Well I mean like – I
wouldn’t worry about whether or
not any of that last bit was useful or
not
No.
Because there’re probably like, useful little tidbits you could take out of
there.

I’m going to transcribe this whole thing and send it to
you, and you can read it.
Cool. Awesome. I’m… going to eagerly and also a
little bit anxiously anticipate you transcribing this
because I’m imagining right now the physical work
that will be required to transcribe this, like, into a
message.
(Waves hand like “it’s nothing!”)
“Oh, pish posh!”
It’s old hat! Naw, this is like half of what I did when
I was working for ‘BUR, is like, “Here’s a two-hour

interview; transcribe the whole thing, and highlight two minutes of it!” (Laughing)
(Laughs) “Oh! Yeah.”
It was like, “Find the one part…” – and reporters are like, scatterbrained, too, so they’ll be
like, “Uh, there’s this one part where his voice
cracks? I want that part.” And you’re like, “This
interview is like, like literally two hours long.”
(Laughing) And he’s like, “Yeah, yeah there’s
this one part. Take the minutes of where that is
and then cut that whole voice crack, and that’s
what I want, it’s emotionally compelling.” And
I’ll say, “Okay, cool.” And now I don’t even have
to do that, I just have to type it all out, so it’s
fine. It’s making me cross-eyed a
little bit, but it’s fine. It’s fun! It’s
also fun because then you read
your stuff and you’re like, “Wow,
I don’t talk in complete sentences!” or “Wow, that guy says ‘Oh
God’ every other sentence, and
I didn’t even realize it!” But you
get, like, verbal tics, which is fun.
Yeah! No I mean like – heh. “I
mean, like…”
No I mean like, you know?
Y’know?
The whole, like, not saying a
whole sentence thing? That
happens a lot. I mean like, I’ll
read press releases, let’s say,
for… the… for like the post-

game interviews for like a hockey thing, or something for a hockey game.
Yeah.
And like, the players and the coaches will start to say something – and
you’re reading the transcription of it, and it’s faithful to what they’re saying. And you realize, “Why the fuck can’t these people talk properly?”
(Laughs)
Like, you assume it’s an issue of writing, like, why are they not able to, you
know, give me a complete thought, from A to B?

– think about when… a doctor takes your pulse or is counting your
respirations per minute or whatever, and then you realize that like the
whole white lab coat syndrome thing, or white coat syndrome, whatever
it’s called – and if you’re really self-conscious about your breathing, you
breathe faster or you breathe slower to compensate for what you think is
going to be a better or more accurate result, or just a more desirable result?
Right. Right.
Yeah. True that. (Beat)
(Blows raspberry sigh)

Right.

Anyway! Returning to where we were… ten minutes ago.

But that’s just what happens when you speak.

Wherever the fuck we were… yeah.

It’s just how people speak. And, I just keep thinking of the – when Lee called
us call out on our class recording and was just like, “YOU GUYS DON’T
TALK CORRECTLY”

It was more like, fourteen minutes ago I think.

Hahahahaa

I’ve been watching the minutes on the screen.

“I couldn’t listen to the transcription!” And I was like, “No, that’s just because…” you know, it’s actually just that Lee’s the only person in the whole

Yeah. 27:40?

world who uses complete sentences and does
not say “like”! (Laughs)
(Laughs) Exactly, no. I mean that’s perfectly
valid. He speaks like a textbook.
And some people have, like, distinct things that
they say every other word. And you don’t realize when you’re talking to them, because you
know them! And then you have to type it out
every time, when you have to type out “Oh,
God” every time? I’ll ask a question and the
guy’ll be like, “Oh god!”
I’m being a little more self-conscious about it
now, and it’s kinda making my mouth hurt,
to be honest.
Don’t think about it! Don’t think about it. Yeah
I don’t know. It’s like when people are like, when
you concentrate on breathing in and out,
and then you have to think about it?
(Long pause)
I haven’t… really… thought to hard about
breathing before.
No one’s ever done that thing to
you where they’re like, “Okay,
become aware of your breath!”
(Laughing) And then suddenly
it’s not involuntary anymore,
and you have to
think about breathing in and out?
Well I mean, think
about… like –
“Well, I mean”

Whatever.

I’m thinking – I can’t remember what it was that made me think this, but

you said something about
cutting bits out, and I remember we were at like the
sixteen-minute-mark

That sounds correct.
Jonathon… Cullen? Culler?

Hahaha!

Imma check it out.

Now I look up and it’s, like,
the 28-minute-mark and just
kind of, blown away by how
the time… goes by.

That’s probably not right. So, second
semester sophomore year, reading
some of that… and reading about
Derrida, on Wikipeda. Because I
was reading David Foster Wallace
for the first time that spring.

Maann…
Anyway! So… bro-y, sophomore, suite, um… one was
getting drunk a lot that year
with Tobias and Logan, and
Logan’s roommate Lev, you
know him?
Yeah. Vaguely.
There were these other kids
who lived in the suite above
us, the 540s?
Mhm.
And they were the dorkiest
Hahahaha
Most wonderful suite ever.
Hahaha

In China.
Last semester. Yeahhh.
He’s back at Tufts, now, actually. And… yeah.
Anyway. We won’t go too much into that. But
yeah, spent a lot of time with them.
Mhm.

Maybe.

And… I remember it was like a combination of
just like being introduced to a lot of different
things sophomore year, like in Julia Genster’s
class, Underworlds, I read Thomas Pynchon for
the first time?

Uh, Peter Schafer…

Ooo.

That sounds familiar, hold on.

Yeah. And that was a shock at first. I hated it,
initially. And then I really liked it. I really liked
how in The Crying of Lot 49 there was a music
group that was based off the Beatles, and all they
did was smoke pot and play music

People that lived there. I don’t know if you know
any of these kids…

Jacob Rubin… oh what am I saying, this was
Brandon’s suite!
Okay, yeah, you mentioned this suite before, you
said they were crazy!
Yeah they were; they were like crazy, radical…

Hahaha

Not really figuring anything out, of course, because like, reading about postmodernism on
Wikipedia is like, not the most helpful thing
(Laughs)
Like, you think some of the texts that we read in
Literary Theory were a bit scattered? Like, WIkipedia’s articles on anything –
Yeah. I think I looked this up in high school, I remember. I’m going to look this up, hang on, keep
talking. I’m gonna go to the page right now.
Like, look up any Wikipedia article on contemporary philosophy, and poststructuralism –
There’s a really good one – the critical theory one’s
really good.
Oh really?
It’s just like, “Look at all these” – it’s basically just
because it like, lists all of these theorists, and then
you can go to all their actual articles, but it’s fun.

Crazy, crazy nerds, yeah.

It’s really hilarious. It was great. I really liked
it. But um, so that kind of made it endearing
enough for me to read it with some pleasure?

Yeah.

Mhm.

Crazy radical nerds. Wooooo

And I remember reading up on Thomas Pynchon on Wikipedia, looking at like, “Ooo he’s
this secretive, like, hermit writer.” And then
reading up about like, postmodernism for the
first time – maybe not the first time, but like, you
know the first time with actual intent to explore
what it means.

(Laughs)

Right.

Culler. Jonathon?

Yeah right. I mean, like, Jacob Rubin is actually
an alcoholic, so it’s not so funny, it’s kind of just
like, he would get drunk and say a lot of
Oh this is that kid you were telling me about! You
told me about this guy.

Yeah so I remember encountering that, and I just
remember being like, “Man I should start reading philosophy and shit!” and like, Derrida, because I hear his name a lot.

And then I wound up actually, reading… what
was his name? He wrote about Derrida and deconstruction. Colber, I think.
Oh yeah!

Oo!

And all of the ideas that were kind of
And like, thinking about Leop- going on around me were very influold Bloom as like, a heroic figure ential. And then that’s kind of like why
because of his nonaggression and in the spring I was like, “Oo, Literary
theory! That sounds fascinating; I
shit. And…
should take that class.” And I emailed
Professor Edelman in the spring, I was
You were reading that for, um
like, “I want in on the class, but it’s full
right now. What do you think are my
Modern European Novel.
chances of getting in?” That was basically, like, the gist of the email.
Cantor’s class, yeah.

Mhm.
Yeah.
Culler. Very good! Jonathon Culler.
Well done. “Jonathon Culler,” that’s My copy of Ulysses is awesome. Can And he was like, “Well, you know, you
correct.
can always try to get on the waitlist
I brag for a sec?
and stuff…” and I read the email and
Yes! I rock!
I was like, “He is damned articulate!”
Oh yeah?
Like, what a very well-written email
Thumbs up for rock and roll.
I read Ulysses over the summer for just like, you know, a whatever,
and I decided to do a project with sort of subject.
Yeah and so reading David Foster it, where every page… I drew on it
Wallace a lot, and then being intro- (holds up book)
Right.
duced tangentially to Wittgenstein
and Derrida – never actually read- Awww! What?
But um. I don’t know I guess what I
ing them, by the way, just like knowwant to speak about right now is just
ing that these are guys who talked [HERE WE TALK ABOUT the fact that for me personally, I’ve
about some crazy things about lan- ULYSSES FOR THREE MINUTES had a huge change from freshman
guage and shit –
AND DISAGREE ON WHAT year to junior year, I feel like. PolitiCHAPTER IS THE BEST CHAP- cally, emotionally, like, what’s crazy is
Ah, that’s like me and Lacan!
like, this past semester, reading literTER 29:00 – 33-28]
What’s that?

Anyway. You were reading Ulysses.
Nonviolence. Osama bin Laden.

Like me and Lacan. “I’ll eventually read him, everyone else’s reading Yeah and just, I don’t know. Sophohim.”
more was just like, a really emotional year. It was just like, really
Yeah, “I’ll get to it.” Um. But yeah. bad.
So, I was just like – those ideas,
things that they had written about, Yeah.
were already going around in my
head, as like, a predisposition to And , so all of these things were –
considering them and thinking in like I kind of see sophomore year
that framework was being opened as like a year where like a lot of
up there.
mental and emotional fortitude as
like, broken down in a very unforYeah.
tunate…
And this was like, part and parcel along with my discussions with
Tobias and Logan about politics,
and, um, also me experiencing the
evening where Osama bin Laden’s
death was announced, and feeling
really, really uncomfortable with everyone’s, like, jingoistic celebration
of it…

(Laughs) We call those “growth
years.”
What was that?
We call those “growth years.” I don’t
know a single person who had a
good year in 2011.

Yeah. That was a shitty year. And
That was very, very uncomfortable, so – I guess that just kind of like,
yeah. That was weird.
pounded my brain back into like
a malleable, primordial doughThat was really awkward. Yeah. And brain, that could be like, re-formed.
so. That was also the time when I
was reading Ulysses!
Okay.

ary theory? A lot of people would
thin that’d be the most depressing
shit in the world to read. And it can
be.
Sexy as hell though.
But, I came off of a year and a half
bender of like, you know, reading
David Foster Wallace, which I love,
but which also, constantly beats the
shit out of me…
Yeah.
Um, a year and a half bender also
that, you know, included me having
just a terrible living environment,
and like, a lot of really unfortunate
run-ins with friends that just like,
did not go well.
Mhm.
And unfortunate realizations about
that sort of thing. But like all that
kind of like – literary theory, I read
that and I was like, “Psh!” you know,
“I was having terrible thoughts a
year ago!”

(Cracks up) “This is just affirming at this point; it’s
just affirming!”
Exactly. It’s kind of like a, it’s kind of like…what
is it. When the hostage bonds with like…
Oh uh uh Stockholm syndrome?
Yeah! I almost said “Helsinki.”
Ha! It’s the same. They’re both, uh, they’re both
northern European cities, so, so it’s all good. I wish
it were Helsinki syndrome (laughs).
It’s funny, it was Stockholm syndrome with solipsism, and like, a lot of other stuff, which like
now isn’t so much the case anymore, but like. It’s
whatever. (Laughing) But. I don’t know.
At some points it’s like, “Stop. Stop with the circular logic.”
What’s that?
I said at some point
you’re just like, “Okay,
stop.”

this is kind of a nice break, I don’t give a shit
about my grades while I’m here – I don’t know
if I’ve mentioned this before, but like, they don’t
count for my GPA.
Oh, well, fuck that! I wish that were the case with
me because I, also, do not give a shit about my
grades (Laughs).
Aw, pish-posh. But so, yeah. Like, I have an essay due for a class tomorrow, which I haven’t really started yet, I’m just gonna start it tonight, it’s
gonna whatever. I haven’t read the book either,
but what I’m banking on is that after literary
theory, I’m so good at deconstructing texts that
I’ve already picked out and figured out what I’m
gonna write about…
Hahahahaah!
Cause like, it’s in the book. Just know about like,
the plot.

mentioned at one point in one of his lectures about, like, how like, things
happen in cycles?

(Laughing) Yeah, yeah.
Like, fuck the professor anyway that teaches the
class, because he’s so dogmatic and annoying to
listen to, like – he’s great and he’s entertaining
and he’s very personable, but like –
What’s the situation with your French classes? Are
you taking classes in English, with…?

They’re all in French.
Yeah. Which is also annoying.

So I’m just like – you know, it’s great to learn the
language, and it’s great to have to struggle with
the language in classes, but like, I’m not actually
here to like, you know, do classes and shit. Like,
no. Paris. (Laughing) Like, dive into
more Paris!
Yes.

(Laughs)

Doing it right, doing it right.

Just not the most concerning thought, right
now, anymore.
(Laughs)
Um. But so yeah, like,
junior year was like, delightful.
(Laughs)
And, like, I mean like, it’s been really
good now, too, like even though I miss
Tufts a lot…
“Even though I’m in Paris…”
Yeah even though I’m in Paris, I still miss
Tufts a lot, and there are a lot of things
I really wish I could like, take advantage
of, while there. But at the same time, like,

[TANGENT]

(Laughing) Mhm.
But like, I dunno, and this is – this is inevitably gonna sound bad. And
it’s going to piss off people who, um, arent like this. But the student who
does really well in maths and sciences – is really good at memorizing
shit, and just like, you know, I dunno – a really good student, that student doesn’t necessarily strike me as really intelligent, just, you know,
very driven. And very, like, driven. And that’s great; that’s, you know, a
really good thing, that’s a really good quality to have. But that’s not the
same thing as intelligence. And I’m like a really – I’m really surprised, a
lot of the time, with what I perceive to be people’s lack of intelligence at
Tufts. Like, you know, a lot of Tufts kids describe themselves as “nerdy,”

(Laughs)

And – you’re in
Boston, but like.

Yeah.

And, um, and so I was reading one of Zizek’s books, um, in French, which I
picked up here for like, nine Euro

But yeah. So like, junior year’s been like, really good. And… I guess where I was
going is like, yeah. This is like the fifth time I’m saying this but like, I think I’ve
changed a lot. I feel like I’ve been forced to like, encounter really unpleasant
things and then… have been fortunate enough to be in circumstances where
I’ve been able to… uh… get past the unfortunate nature of those things, and
come out and flourish a little bit maybe?

They’re all in French.

Yeah, like “this is just
annoying.”

And there are much
more interesting things
to think about than
whether or not, you
know, I could ever have
like a “real” interaction
with another human
being, like that’s….

Mhm.

And like, maybe it’s because I’m prejudiced about, like, what I consider
smart? Or like, intelligent?

Yeah. Like – a little
aside here, just
because I want to,
like, explain what
I’m going to write
about here.
Yeah?
Our

professor

Yeah.
I don’t know.
I don’t know! It’s a good Nietzschean perspective. It’s good.
(Laughs) What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.
Yeah. I’m still considering the same unfortunate ideas, but, you know,
instead of it being tragic, it’s more so comedic.
It’s more ironic, yeah! Oh that’s really, that’s actually really good. I
like that.
Yeah.
That’s good.
And like, the thing is – I think about a lot of my friends, and I think about a lot
of what the Tufts community is ostensibly like….
Yes?
And a lot of people at Tufts are like, very like, academically driven, and do a lot
of really great stuff in their respective fields, where, it’s kind of like – I feel really
bad for… I don’t know. I’m not gonna generalize different majors. But I feel really bad for a lot of my friends who… it doesn’t seem like they’ve really…changed
a whole lot intellectually – and I don’t know, maybe they have, because I can’t
see, like maybe to them I appear like the same person, as I was freshman year…
Mhm.
But like… I don’t know! It’s just like, they have the same concerns, it seems like,
you know?
Yeah.
It seems like. You know, “Let’s go out and get fucked up, let’s go play Frisbee…”
or, like, “Let’s, you know, you know, all day drinking marathon on a particular,
uh… day of the year of something” I dunno, I don’t know how to explain it but
I just feel like there’s a gap in terms of –
Well, sometimes… like is it that you’re like, “Well look, there’s like, more… than
that.”
Mhm.
Y’know? Sometimes you’re like, “That’s, like, great. Like…that’s all… good, but
like, there’s so much more! And that’s sad, that like, you don’t know that there’s
more!” There’s like, so much more. (Laughs) You know? And like, I dunno…

which, you know, isn’t untrue, because they’re all really really academically
driven. And that’s I think one of the very main parts of being a “nerd”:
having, like, some… y’know, intellectual pursuit that… anyway. But like,
it’s just, it’s – even though, being like – it’s different being able to tell me
what a cell is made up of than being able to like, being good at interpreting
the world around you. You know what I mean?
I think – I think what we’re talking about… I think it’s “critically thinking.”
Yeah.
So like, like, there’s like, memorizing and knowing data, and knowing how
to – even knowing how to like, parse data. But then there’s like, critical thinking. Which anyone can do, it’s just like, to, to like… (Pause)
To have the like, masochistic tendencies to like, smash your brain against
difficult texts
Yes!
And arrive finally at the, like, not-realization of like, “I don’t know… shit.”
Like, that’s a lot different than smashing your brain against a biology textbook and being like, “Yes! I’m gonna ace this test.” Or like, “Yes, I’m gonna
cure cancer.” Which is a brilliant thing. Which is like – wait, I’m gonna
take that back. That’s a bad analogy.

I said we’re gonna transcribe the whole thing and then we’ll just edit the shit
out of it. It’s cool.
Well, no, I mean, in the same way that like you tell people that like, they
can lie to you, you can misrepresent or represent particular things about
what I say, you know, in the way that you think is most effective or most
subversive, whatever. Like, you don’t even have to be using words necessarily that I said, if you think you can re-say something that I said, or
re-say something that – not re-say, but just like, say something that you
think I was going to say, or that you think would be fitting, even if it’s not
something I would say; even if it’s a misrepresentation. And like, what the
fuck is a representation versus a misrepresentation, fact or fiction, you
know. Anyway.
See now I want to include that entire monologue and then, like, put a total
non sequitur at the end. So that it’ll just be like, “Yeah, you can misrepresent
anything that I say even if it doesn’t even make sense corndog.” (Laughs)
(Laughs) Like, you can misrepresent whatever I say, even if it doesn’t make
sense corndog.
Oh, well. Nyyyahhh.
Nyyahh. But seriously though. Because no one’s going to
be able to, like, know whether you’re lying or not.

(Laughs) I do that too, and then I’m like, “Shit, no wait, we need those! We
need those!” No it’s, I think it’s…

(Laughs)

I’m not – you can transcribe this entire thing, and
then –
I’m gonna transcribe the
entire thing and then we’re
gonna edit the shit out of it;
it’s cool. It’s cool. We’re not
gonna edit that part out,
though.

(Laughs) “They say I’m a nihilist, but I don’t think that’s true” is a funny
statement.

What was that?

And I’m not going to be able to have the capacity to reach
out across the Atlantic ocean and like, grab you by the lapels and say, “No you fucked up; change the words back!”
(Laughs)
Like, I can’t, and won’t do it anyway.
I’ll destroy this recording, is what I’ll do.
What was that?
I’ll destroy the recording.
Exactly, yeah. “It was an accident, but I have the transcription.”
“It’s all we got, really. And you know Seth, his memory’s funky; sometimes he
thinks that dreams are real… we had him on tape saying that, so. You really
can’t trust him.”

(Laughs) “He could be a nihilist, but I don’t think that’s true.”

leading to, to like call it one of those top schools or something. Because
there are plenty of kids I know around the nation at different, you know,
schools, that are doing the exact same shit. Maybe not with the same, you
know, rigor, but they’re doing the exact same shit!

(Laughs)

(Laughs)

(Laughing) Um…

And like, what you’re doing, what your value is, is just… I’m gonna get,
like, “radical” here

“I could be a skeptic, but I doubt it.”
(Laughs) That’s wonderful.
(Laughing) You were gonna say something.
I had something like, like, to the effect of that, um, as I think my religious
beliefs on Facebook for a long time. I don’t remember what it was though.
So yeah. Anyway. So yeah, like – I thin like one of the things about Tufts
that people should be aware of is that like, yes it is an academically difficult
school, and that’s like really – you know there are a lot of kids here who
are really good at academics, and like, there’s a huge difference between
being academically driven and being smart. And I don’t think that, I mean
like, I don’t think like any school necessarily is characterized by smartness, because, you know – (Laughing) and this is fine – typically that’s
reserved for like the kids who read philosophy texts all the time, or the
kids who are involved in Women’s Studies and like, you know, who own
that shit. Those are the people who I find smart because they’re people that
are challenging dominant ideology and are thinking critically about how
other people think. And how they themselves think. And like, the capacity
to think… is, I think, so much more complex and so much more…(long
pause) I wouldn’t say “rewarding” necessarily, because that’s not the goal
of thought, but like…
….Richer?
(Pause) I don’t know because I don’t exactly agree with the… I don’t agree
with the maxim that the “unexamined life isn’t worth living.”
Yeah.
I mean that’s, that’s kind of like another one of those things that’s like, you
know, “the simplest solution is the best solution.” Like, no, fuck you! I hate
when people pull that out of their ass! Like, “I don’t know why you’re making it so complicated; the simplest solution is the best solution.” Like, no!
It’s really not! Like, what basis do you have, like what foundation are you
allowed to say that on? Like, what gives you the right to say that and know
that that’s true? Nothing! You just say it because you hear it said a lot. And
it sounds nice. And you don’t like complicated shit. So shut the fuck up.
Yeah. (Pause). Simple solutions rarely work.

“We had him on tape saying he thought he killed people in a dream, and
then that he doesn’t know whether his dreams are real or not, so he may or
may not have killed someone; be on the lookout.”

Yeah.

This guy is not. Credible. (Laughs)

What was that?

Ah. Also, he’s a nihilist, so be careful, because he doesn’t give a shit about
anything.

Because the world’s not simply solvable!

Mmm. Hmm.
Which, I don’t think is true. But. Um. Anyway. As I was saying.
Huh!
Yeah, but. Critical thinking.

Because the world is not simply solvable.

No, exactly! Exactly. Yeah, umm… I don’t know. Also… things I think
people should know about Tufts. Okay. I’m thinking. Let me think really
hard.
Okay.
I think that’s like the main thing, that I can think of. Is just like, yes, it’s an
academically smart, uh, academically driven school, but I think it’s mis-

(Laughs)
Um, like what your value is is such a silly way to care about…. life. You
know? What your ability to do is, what your value is – and that’s really
what people get, I think, out of college a lot of the time! People get some
sort of, uh, like they get this worth value. Like, “you’re able to do this,
you’re able to be an engineer and you’re going to be able to create things,
and that’s great, that means you’re gonna make a lot of money, and be
very happy.” Or, “You’re gonna be a doctor, you’re gonna help people, that’s
great” –
“Fuck doctors, man!” (Laughs)
(Laughs) Fuck doctors! I’m so sick of them and their superiority complexes, they’re like, “We save lives.” Yeah but like – fuck youuuu.
No! Doctors are great. Some of my best friends are doctors. (Laughs)
No, no, I’m being facetious.
I gotcha.
I hang with doctors all the time.
(Laughs)
I actually saw a French doctor, when I was feeling sick and I had a sinus
infection.
Yeah!
And that when really well cause he was like, really nice. And then I saw a
French allergist, also. And she was very nice. So like, I’m cool with doctors.
Am I also slowing down? Because you are now freezing.
I’m freezing?
Yeah.
Is my voice freezing?
No, just your face. So it looks really weird. You’re like, (makes face)
Oh. Sorry. I can not do the video if it –
You don’t have to be sorry.
It’ll refresh, or something.
Yeah, we’ll figure it out. Keep talking, sorry.
So – it’s bothering me knowing that you’re looking at me making a weird
face.
It’s okay it’s just moving really slowly, it’s odd. Your face is normal now.

I turned the video off.

About Tufts?

Mkay!

No, that makes sense. It’s like, we’ve
privileged so much the ability to
like, do and be worth something

I’m gonna turn it back on.

Yeah

[30-MINUTETANGENT
IN
WHICH
SETH
CHANGES
SHIRTS, WE DISCUSS 80S MOVIES, NUTELLA, COOKIES, MY
HOUSEMATES, TEA, LEE EDELMAN, FIGUES, PASTRY, PARIS,
READING ALOUD EMAILS
FROM LEE EDELMAN MOSTLY
HAVING TO DO WITH PASTRY]

I’ll just look at myself in this tiny And, if I’m not mistaken, like Lee’s
box.
project is, like, against strictly
thinking that like, you need to be
(Laughs)
worth something. It’s like, no, man,
appreciate the fact that there are
(Drums on the table while waiting) things that aren’t worth something.
Or don’t appreciate them, rather,
Okay, I’m back.
but just like, allow them to – not
even coexist but like, just –
Why, hello!
Just do them! Do them!
Yeah, but like, I dunno, this needs
a lot more fleshing out, with a Yeah just do them! Quit trying to
background in negativity and anti- stamp them out so you can have
sociality and, um, that particular like this purified whole of society,
turn in queer theory, but it’s just that, you know, is all worth, and
(laughs). Did your eyes just go— I shit. Anyway.
thought your eyes just went like
(Exasperated sigh and eye roll).
Hear, hear. It’s complicated though,
man. You’re so right, like, college
Oh no no no, I’m looking…this is is like that because like… there are
me looking at my phone.
people who, like need to go and they
can’t waste time doing poetry. But
Okay. Gotcha.
then you’re like, “But… ‘waste’…
that’s not the right, that’s such the,
Sorry. No, that was exciting. That that’s not the right framework!”
was like
Yeah.
Gotcha, no, it’s okay, it’s fine. And so
like, it’s just – it’s unfortunate, like, I dunno.
the main thing that people expect
out of college is value. Even though It’s unfortunate.
that like makes perfect sense, like,
if you’re going to college and, you It is.
know, you want to get value out of
it because you know, let’s say, you Yeah. I think that concludes the
know, you don’t want to be poor “What I think people should know
anymore and you want to get a about Tufts” thing. Like, you aren’t
good job. That makes perfect sense. going to necessarily learn how to
think critically, by going to Tufts.
Yep.
That’s something like, no matter
what university you go to, people
But it’s just unfortunate that that are told to think critically their enis… what makes college important. tire lives. And it doesn’t just hapIt’s unfortunate that that is the re- pen.
ality. That the reality is that college
exists to give you value. Like, I wish (Laughs)
value weren’t such an important And, you won’t get that necessarthing, but, it is.
ily by going to Tufts. Or you won’t
get that necessarily by going to any
Yeah. Or that we couldn’t have school; that’s going to have to hapvalue and critical thinking and this pen on your own by investing your
kind of like, what Lee calls “mental time and energy in, you know, the
masturbation,” like… coexist. Or be classes that do make that possible.
both, like, be part of a liberal arts Or by making time with your free
education.
time, or with your friends and shit.
You know.
Yeah!
(Laughs) It’s good. It’s good. Yulchk.
Like, I dunno.
Anything else you want to say?

Yeah.

Shit. We were talking about something.
No we weren’t. (Laughs)
Right. Yeah. Oh! And so what I
want to return to is the whole – like
I feel like it would be good to comment on race and class and gender
and sexuality and stuff at Tufts, because it’s just helpful to, you know,
have as much information out there
as possible…
Mhm, mhm.
And I’m sure like, more takes on
those issues from more students
would be really helpful for your
project. But – I don’t know. Unless,
you want to tell me like, yeah, you
would want to here more about that
expressly because you are lacking
information on those things, but I
don’t
Definitely not lacking information,
but I am curious why you feel like
you should comment on that.
I guess cause those are the particular things on campus that I wish
kids would think more critically
about. Or that I wish kids would
have – have access to more critical
thinking about. You know? Cause
those are the areas, those are the
parts of people’s identities I suppose, that really get –
YOU KNOW WHO YOU LOOK
LIKE RIGHT NOW?! Elvis Costello!
Really? That’s
Because of the glasses! I’m sorry. I’m
sorry. It’s not a bad thing.
No, it’s fine. I was told I look like
“Duckie,” for a while, by Anna,
which was less than thrilling, but.
Hm.

Sorry. I figured it out.

Yeah. So I felt bad about that but at
the same time –

If you want to like – no I won’t advise you yet for how I want you to
draw me.

Um… sometimes you have to blow
of steam though. There is a value in
blowing off steam.

Okay.

Yeah. Well yeah. And the reason
that I like thought about this a lot
and the potential meanness of the
thing that I wrote on Facebook was
that one of my roommates, um, who
I’ll only refer to as a roommate, because he really didn’t live with us, he
lived at his girlfriend’s –And, so –
this is me ranting about burlesque
and me knowing that his girlfriend,
Jade, is like, really high up in burlesque. And he wasn’t like, really
mad at me, but he was like, “Yeah
man, a lot of people read that and
were like, really upset.” And I was
like, “Who’s a lot of people?”

I have to think about that. That or I’ll
let you think about it. I don’t know.
I’m not sure how I want to think
about that. We’ll get to that later. But
so. I don’t know, like, sexuality, gender, race, class, all that stuff… those
are the things about people’s identities that… uh… are difficult to talk
about and difficult to accept because
of a lack of critical thinking? That
people get exposed to?
Yeah.
On campus, or just, on any campus.
‘Cause it’s messy.
Yeah, it’s messy. Like, you know, trying to tell people why the burlesque
performance was not so pleasing
– which I feel guilty I never really
got that letter around to Tufts Daily,
but at the same time I just had other
things to worry about, which I feel
bad about, but. But I mean like,
you know, I’ve been having conversations with my friends – Like
if you’re going to operate in the
context, I suppose, where… you….
ostensibly, do want to take into consideration the value of, you know,
dialogue, and you want to take into
consideration, uh, what that will
bring to you, then you should be
thoughtful about how you’re presenting your dialogue and how that
dialogue is opened up in the first
place, because… if you want to get
a particular thing out of it, then it’s
good to recognize how people have
been conditioned to think and respond to different emotions, and
the way those emotions interact
with messages.

(Laughs)
First thing, and like, are you like,
reading my status updates now?
Like, for like, are people like, following me, like what is this?
(Laughing)
“Like, ‘A lot of people read that and
were upset about this.’ Who are a lot
of people? People were upset?” and
like, a lot of people, but Jade in particular was upset about this. Yeah, I
understand why she was upset, and
I regret writing something unkind.
But I maintain my point that it was
an unfortunately presented take on
human sexuality. It was really unfortunate in that regard. And like,
he didn’t… agree with me?

very convincing right now,” and this
other person is just like, “Well what
about this?” and it’s just like, “One,
you’re nitpicking; two, that doesn’t
have to do anything with my point,
but also, like, here’s this other point
–“
“I’ll counter it!” Yeah.
Yeah. But anyway. So, so I brought
up burlesque and that was like, an
instance of where people’s lack of
critical thinking really effects how
people talk about and feel about and
think about sexuality.
[1:29 – 1:33 WE TALK ABOUT
ROLLER DERBIES, PUNK ZINES,
AND UNDERGROUND COMIX,
ROBERT CRUMB’S GENESIS.]
Okay, you have to write an essay, so
you have to tell me (laughing) when
the interview is over. Cause otherwise I’ll just talk and talk and talk.
Until, my meeting.
Alright. Gotcha. I mean, I don’t
have class until four thirty tomorrow, for this class.

So the idea is when I finally format
the page, it’s gonna be a big interview of like, what the page is gonna
be. And some of them are more interesting than others, like one guy
was like, he does a lot of theatre and
he’s like, “Draw me on a one man
stage.” And I was like, “Well can I
write the interview as like, a script?
Can I made it like a script?” and he’s
like, “Oh yeah, that sounds really
good.” So the stage description are,
you know, “Interior, Hotung café,”
but then the script descriptions are
different than what I’m actually
drawing.
Mhm.

That’s, that’s a tough one.
I know, I know.
I mean, the first thing that just
came to mind right now, when
you talked about putting him
on like, a stage, I was thinking about, like uh, what Zizek
does in The Pervert’s Guide to
Cinema, where he puts himself
into the scenes of these different
movies?
(Laughs) That’s awesome!
It’s – have you not seen it?!
No!
Oh my fff – it’s awesome.
[1:36 – 1:38 CHASE AND SETH

So like I’m just gonna like, stay
up very late and go to sleep, like
around, like… in the morning.
Whatever, whatever.
It’s whatever. Um… so, yeah so I’m
moving past the Tufts, bit, because I
think we’ve, we’ve mined that pretty
well. There’s always more to talk
about, but.
Right, no, I agree.

(Laughing) Which means that he
was wrong?

But I think you get the gist and I
think, like.

Well.

Yeah.
I think talking explicitly about sexuality and gender and race and class,
while not talking specifically about
them, I feel like I still have managed
to talk about them, a little bit?

SO MUCH.

Um… no, he didn’t agree with
me, but like, it’s like he brought up
points that made me think, like,
“Mm. Yeah. Gotcha.” It was more
like, he just didn’t agree with me
and I was like, “You know I’m saying
this, and I think it’s pretty convincing, but it seems like you just don’t
want to accept it. I dunno.”

Yeah.

(Laughs)

Yeah. Yeah.

I dunno. You know those moments
where you’re just like, “I’m being

Cause, like, medium isn’t entirely
the message, but it’s so wrapped up
in what the message is that it like

Yeah.

But like, there are lots of moments like that. so we can talk
about how you want to be represented. That’s big question number two. If you want to do that.

Alright.

(Cracks up)

Yeah.

You don’t have to. They’re just talking points. Like I said, the two big
questions – oh, so we could talk
about – what’s cool about some of
my other interviews is we end up
just talking about how we’re gonna,
it gets really meta, because we end
up just talking about how the page
is gonna look, right?

Oh for sure, for sure! No. I liked
your answer, for that one. Do you
want the list of questions, cause I
can send it to you now.
I actually have the questions. Um, I
haven’t answered these yet.

WATCH ZIZEK YOUTUBE
VIDEOS AND ARE VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THEM]
So yeah anyway I was thinking if
we cant find any satisfying way
of how to represent me, something like that…
I like that.
Hitchcock, you know…
Oh, done. I should have done
that a long time ago, that’s a
great idea.
Okay.

Unless you can think of something else, though.
Something better.
Okay.
But we’ll see.
Oh also, I’m kind of doing – so, this hasn’t really
panned out, because people are reluctant to do
this, but what I really want to do is at the beginning of each profile to just like, make it look like
a straight profile, and have like a campy photo?
Mhm.
At like, the beginning? Cause like, I have a
campy photo in mine. But like, not many people,
strangely – and interestingly – um, want any
photos of themselves. Like, they’ll give me their
name, they’ll tell me how much their parents
make, they’ll like, do all these things, but they
won’t be photographed. And then I’m like, “Well
can I draw you?” And they’re like, “For sure!
Yeah! Draw me!” It’s very interesting. But if you
wanted to stage a campy photograph…
You can um…
I really like your new profile picture (laughs)
I’d let you use my profile picture.
(Laughs) That’d be so awesome. It’s ridiculous.
It’s a ridiculous photo.
It’s wonderful. Who took that picture?
My friend Will. This was at, um, this was at actually, the guy who fucked up my birthday, kind of,
you know – there was going to be like a yearly
tradition where we would go to like, go to his
aunt’s Cape house that she offered to him to like,
take friends to at the end of every, uh, like academic year?
Uh huh.
And so I didn’t go freshman year because I just
was not able to go, like I had to go back home.
But I went sophomore year, and it was the worst.
That was like, the culmination of all of the most
terrible parts of sophomore year –

Cause like – I don’t know about you, but – this
is pretty dorky, but I always call my parents
when I arrive, not always but like, I usually
do…
Me too.
[1:40 – 1:43 WE TALK ABOUT THAT TIME
SETH WENT TO CAPE COD, AND RADICALISM, AND STUFF]
Um. Yeah so I mean.
Right.
You might be able to use that photo. I don’t
know. I’m imagining that you’ve now taken
some snapshots that you really really like, or
were laughing at earlier; I couldn’t tell, if that’s
what you were laughing at or not.
Oh, no. The one I took was like, fine.
Okay.
(Laughs) Although, it was like – yeah. It’s
funny. The chat, is – you can see the chat at
the bottom, and it says “Video conference:
GOOOOO” (Laughs)
(Laughs)
So it’s pretty great. It’s pretty good.
That might be perfect. We’ll see what happens.
I dunno. There are plenty of terrific photos that
one could probably use. I’ll try to find something good. Um. There’s another even worse,
more belligerent photo of me, but without the
books, and the beer bottle.

Like what I want to look like? Hm.
I told you what Garrett said, right?
What’d he say again?
He read my whole thing and he was like, “Chase.
Chase.” And I’m like, “Yeah Garrett?” And he’s
like, “I want you to draw me; I want you to do my
profile!” and I was like, “I know,” and he was like,
“Chase I want you to draw me as offensively as
you possibly can. (Laughing)
As offensively? (Laughs)
I’m like, “Dude, really? That’s kind of the whole
point is like, to avoid that!” and he’s like, “No, I
want you to just like, caricature the hell out of me
and make me upset.”
But like, it’s just like, the toughest thing to say
how I want you to draw me, you know? It’s difficult. It’s really difficult. It’s like, if you could –
it’s like being told like, if you could choose any
Briggs-Meyer, you know, category, to put yourself into…
Oh, I love Meyers-Briggs so much! (Pulls out
sketchbook) Don’t mind me, I’m gonna sketch
your face.
You’re gonna sketch my face? Alright. Do you
want my glasses on? I’ll do it with my glasses on.

We should end this soon, because I need to do work
and eat Nutella.
Ahhhh I have to eat dinner! Thaaaat’s why I’m hungry! Okay.
I ate all the rest of the cheese that I have.
Do you just eat Nutella and cheese and bread? And
you’re in Paris? And figues?
I don’t know if there’s bread in the kitchen right
now. I should check.
[SETH BRAGS ABOUT ALL THE CHEESE
THERE IS IN PARIS, WE TALK ABOUT THE
SUMMER SCHOLARS PROPOSAL]
Okay but we should do this again because this is
rad.
This was pretty good.

Yeah. It’s tough. Hm.

This is from March 1.

You can get back to me.

Oh, I see it. There we go.

I can. Like I just don’t know if I’ll have an answer.
In time. You know?

So, the kid that wrote this, deleted this
comment. Uh, because he probably was either – I don’t know, there are many reasons
why he might have deleted it. He wrote, like
he’s living there now, in Israel, just living
there for the year or something?

Yeah.
It’s not one of those things where like, you’re just
like it’ll come to me.
Okay I’m just saying if it’s one of those things where
we can talk it out.
We can talk it out now.
We can talk it out now? Okay. You’ve already spoken a lot about yourself, too.
You think so?
Yeah like you’ve talked about how you’ve changed,
and like, that was, you know.

I don’t know. The one thing I was putting off till
the end was like, the things I want people to know
about me.

Oh, so, this isn’t about – this is about me, but this
isn’t about, like, answering the question but like, this
might help me arrive at answering the question. So,
do you remember when… one of the people at, like
one of my friends on Facebook wrote on my status
about Palestinians? Calling them animals?

Yeah, I know. (Laughs)

No. I did not.

That’s the most difficult one.

Even more so than like the “how to represent me”
shit. That’s by far the most difficult one. Um.

Um, he deleted his comment, but if you – you’ll still
be able to get the gist of it.
If you go down to a status that I wrote… um…
from… oh! The status, I just wrote “One. State. Solution.” And then there were 21 comments that followed from that?

Well because, you know. How much do you want
people to know about you?

Okay, hold on hold on hold on (searching Facebook, long pause)

Um…

I know.

Okay.
Cause he’s like, I don’t know. He’s one of
those, “I don’t know what I’m doing with
me life!” kids. Like, “I don’t really care, because I don’t have to care, because I have,
you know, wealthy parents.”
I have one of those friends! Who also went
to Israel! Hm! Hm.
Liberal Jews in this country are in many
ways, you know, really great. But in many
ways really like, “What the fuck is wrong
with a lot of you people?” And I can say
“you people.”
(Laughs)
But so. He wrote something to the effect of,
“No, I think like, we have a great, you know,
setup here; you know, we keep those animals caged up pretty good,” or something.
For real?
Yeah, for real. Um. He wrote that. And so,
like a bunch of people responded, and like
one of my friends, Anna responded to that,
like the “keep those animals in order” or
something and was like, “Are you fucking

Yeah.
(Laughs) “There’s an even more belligerent
photo of me…”

Let me just clean my glasses cause they’re a little
dirty.

(Laughs) Yeah.

It’s okay, no, I’m not gonna sketch your face now,
that’s…terrible.

kidding me?” And then, I finally –
like, cause I had written that status on
my phone, and wasn’t able to respond
immediately, like on my phone, so I
got my like computer and then I like,
wrote a response, um, to a couple
things that were said, like, including
this comment.

No, I’m not concerned.

Oh! I see this. Okay. Can I read it?

Okay good.

Yeah.

Um, but I do just want to clean these because
they’re dirty.

(Long pause while Chase reads it.)

I like the books. They ring true to…

You just kind of look like this (makes face)

Eiighh.
Which is another story

(Laughs)

For another day

But uh, but yeah. But anyway. My first thought
is like, yeah, but me into movies and shit.

(Laughs) Oh dear.

Yeah.

WITH DISABILITIES USUALLY DIDN’T HANG
OUT WITH KIDS OUT OF WHEELCHAIRS IN
MIDDLE AND ELEMENARY SCHOOL]

That’s good. Actually, I’m not gonna – I hate
drawing people in front of them. Because, like,
the way I cartoon is like, I know someone, and
then I like, think of them in my head and I draw
them, but I never draw from real life. It’s weird.
Why would you do that?

There’s another one where I look like this
(makes face)

That was the first night, that was like, just upon
arrival, after like, downing several beers and
smoking and … you know, calling my parents
and them being like, “Alright. Don’t have too
much fun.”

But like, in terms of comic form?

Okay, okay. you’re going to have to give me a
list of films, then.
Yeah. I’ll give you a list of films.
Yeah it’s overheating a bit.

[WE TALK ABOUT MUSIC, NEW YORK
CITY, CARNEGIE HALL, THE OPERA CARMEN, THE KID’S SHOW HEY ARNOLD,
THE “MINORITY BEST FRIEND” TROPE IN
CHILDREN’S TELEVISION, THE “KID IN
A WHEELCHAIR” TROPE IN CHILDREN’S
TELEVISION, HOW “WHEELCHAIR KID”
KIND OF IGNORES THE FACT THAT KIDS

Yeah, I can’t – that’s –
Shocking?
Yeah. That’s shocking. That’s astounding.
And so, I was writing this, and reading all these comments, while I was in

the dining room of the apartment? Uh, my host
mother’s apartment?

thing. That’s Israel.

Yeah, no, this came up at the one talk I went to
during Apartheid Week, um, which was when the
lady gave the like, I forget, who was it – it was like
And I’m sitting there at the table, writing this, the opening speech, like, a distinguished pseaker.
and she’s watching television. And on television And she said it’s very hard to do, uh, this kind of
was the movie The Pianist.
activism at schools. Because there’s a privilege that
comes with, uh, that people get very uncomfortOh my god!
able when the privilege of a Jewish state is taken
away.
Which… I had seen once before, and which was
like one of the most difficult movies I’ve ever Yeah.
watched.
And they’re fine with it’s like, when you’re decryMhm.
ing – like, okay! These same people – if you came
out with a doctrine saying “America is a Protestant
And it was on again, and I was watching that, and Nation”?
reading these comments, and just – just having a
lot of emotions, about that?
Mhm.
Mhm.

That’s… that’s a night.
Yeah. Um. This is also… no. When was that?
March first, that was Thursday, okay, so never
mind. Yeah so like… I was just like… no. It was
bad. I just was like, not feeling good about that.
So. I dunno. I was going to try to see if this could
like, lead into something else but I’m having
trouble thinking of what to go with next. I don’t
know I was going to mention this at one point
or another just because I thought it would be
worthwhile to talk about.

That that won’t be the case. I’d really like to –
really’d like to do more stuff. Like there’s a new,
like, um, survivor – there’s a new survivors of
sexual abuse group that’s on campus, which is
like, apparently student staffed, I believe?
That’s new? That’s so good.
Yeah. Cause we don’t have, like we don’t have a
student, like, like, peer groups that are for being
there, like, for survivors, for support.
Yeah.
It’s strictly, like, go to Health Center, or go to
Yeah.

Or talk to a random person they can’t see, on…
Like, no! There would be such an outcry! There
would be such an outcry.
“Ears for Peers”?
Yeah.

Yeah.

You know.

That one, yeah.

Well the reason why is that they believe there is
the right of self-determination for every people?

Which is, like that’s a great service but like,
there’s a huge difference between that and being
able to meet, like see someone who is your own
age and like, who can just like, comfort you and
support you.

Mhm.

But like, that’s a very loaded thing to say. What
does it mean for every people to have the right to
self-determination? Does that mean, you know,
I just wanted to mention it at some point. Like, there should be a Christian State, a Jewish State,
yeah. It was, it was difficult. To say the least.
an every different kind of religion state? And
one, that would get messy, because you have like
And he deleted his comment, which is really in- this infinite regression of different types of faiths
teresting.
that pop up and are like, “Well I deserve the right
to have my own state”
Yeah, without like, really saying anything, ever.
Right.
Ehhiihhh. Yeah did he ever respond to you?
That’s the first, like, reducto ad adsurdum bit. But
No.
like, the second bit – say you grant, say there isn’t
a Jewish state. And say you grant one. New probNo!
lem, anywhere in the world, about the land that’s
chosen, and the nature of the state itself.
He never responded. I was thinking of like, sending him a message and being like, “I’m really A Jewish society’s impossible, insofar as like, any
disappointed that you took back your statement other society is impossible.
without really addressing the problematic nature
of it,” but at the same time I was like, I’m not go- (Laughs) And fin. We’ll end there!
ing to hound him. I’m not going to chase him
down for an apology, because I’m not going to We’ll go with that. Ack.
force an apology out of him. And… that conversation’s not going to, you know, take place on the Ahhhhh.
Internet. Like, that’s not gonna, it’s not gonna be
addressed that way. You know.
Good stuff.
Yeah.

Yeah,

Well people who are like, fellow survivors. That’s a
big deal. That’s a big deal.
Yeah! Yeah we don’t have that. Also, we have – I
don’t know I feel like we still don’t send enough
of a message to like, men on campus about rape
culture and shit like that.
I told you about the study I was in? last semester?
No?
No.

I was randomly selected for a – they recently did
an inquiry about that. About, like, rape culture
on campus, and they did a women’s group and a
men’s group, and I was in the women’s group. And
they like, served us food and they asked us a bunch
of questions about, like, what we thought about…
you know, what we thought about the culture of
abuse on campus and stuff like that, so. That was
really interesting. And then they sent us the report
afterwards, which I cannot send you because –
right after they sent us the report, I sent it out to
like a couple people I knew who were interested
and right afterwards they sent us out an email that
was like, “Don’t send this out to people!” Um. The
report was really interesting. Um. Yeah. But that’s
Wow. I don’t like that at all.
I’m hoping senior year won’t be that way. I was great! Yeah. That would be a really cool thing.
hoping this last year it wouldn’t be that way, but
Yeah. And the thing is, a lot of ostensibly – no. like, this past semester was very busy. But hope- Yeah. It’d be really cool if we could get, like, a reA lot of Jews that call themselves “liberal,” like, fully like, y’know, next year, it won’t be that way. ally well known people to come and speak to the
aren’t really that liberal when it comes to one
school. Like, get like a … like a coalition of like

the frat houses and get them to
like, participate, in like, you know
sponsoring a talk?

Yeah. I don’t know why right now,
but I’m thinking of the Phantom
Tollbooth.

That was one of the things that
came up in the suggestions, for
like, things that had worked at
othter schools. Was like things like
getting fraternity brothers to get
involved.

Oh! Could we do something like
that?

Yeah.

I don’t know what you could do,
though. Cause it’s not necessarily like, I don’t want you to draw,
like, how Chuck Jones draws,
‘cause that’s like not your style.
But just like –

There’s another thing where like – I
don’t know if they do this now, but
there’s a program where like, every,
um, every time the frat house like
has a party or whatever, they designate a borhter to like, not drink,
to be that guy who’s supposed to
intervene?
Mhm.
So like, that’s kind of interesting,
like making an intervention culture. But then, like (sigh). I don’t
know. It’s interesting. I think a lot
of the time at Tufts the emphasis
is on like, “What women can do to
prevent sexual abuse!” And that’s
like, “Okay that’s really helpful information, but I’d like to be able to
go to a party and like, not have to
think about that because it’s NOT
AN ISSUE.” You know?
People, like, that’s how like, most
American societies are. It’s just
like, “Women, be proactive about
rape!” What about the whole like,
“Hey men, don’t rape people!”
thing?
Right, right.
Or like, “Don’t take advantage of
women,” or “Men, you know, ask
people questions.”
Yeah And it’s like – and it’s weird to
do it on the gender binary, too, because like, it’s not like there aren’t
male victims of sexual abuse.

That’s what I was thinking.
Ohhhh.

Well, Phantom Tollbooth could
just be one of the movies that
you’re in.

I hate my middle name.
What’s your middle name?
It’s awful. It’s “Paulina.”
Paulina?
I know, it’s like –
Paul – lie - na?

It could be. It could be. That’s
true.

Paulina. Paul. Leena. But that’s because there’s a, it’s cause I’m Greek,
and there’s a Greek tradition, where
the firstborn gets the middle name
of that’s the first name of their dad.
So, my dad’s name is Paul…

But we can…I don’t know.

Gotcha.

Also, Milo’s a great name.

So they’re just like, “Oh, let’s call her
Paulina.” But it just doesn’t sit right,
in my name! For a long time I was
just “Chase P. Gregory,” when I was
in like, when I was in like (Laughs)

It is, right?! It is! It’s a really good
name. I do like the name Milo a
lot. Yeah. I don’t know why. Do
you know why? Do
you have a guess? I
have no idea why.
I have no idea.
But it is, you’re
right.
Oh, I also came
to the realization
that my name
in French, when
people say it, it just
sounds like they’re
saying “Seven.”
Sept? Oh
yeah! Ooo,
cool. What
Seth mean? I
it’s biblical.

yeah,
that’s
does
know

Um, like for sure. But. When
you’re talking about college campuses it’s overwhelmingly female.
But I dunno. And we don’t have
sorority houses, so.

“Someone comfort” something?
Oh
no
that’s
“Nechemya.” Um.
That’s my Hebrew,
my given Hebrew
name.

Yeah we do.

Oh that’s nice.

We do?

Jews are so weird
(Laughs). “I have

Yeah.

a given Hebrew name that I never
use.” (Laughs) But I have it! It’s like
less useful than a middle name,
even, because with a middle name
it’s like, “What’s your full name?”

fifth grade, that’s how I signed my
name? But now I just – no. Nothing.
And it wrecks the sentence-ness of my
name unless you add a comma in it
and make it like, “Chase Paulina,
Gregory!” and you’re like, invoking
Gregory, but like, that’s stupid.
That’s really funny. Seth means “Appointed.”
“Appointed.”
“Appointed by God” I think is definitely what it’s translated as.
If you look up “Chase” on babynames.
com, it doesn’t say like, “to run after,”
it gives you the Old French translation, which is “hunter,” apparently.
Which is nice, it’s fine. It’s fine.
That’s interesting. Oh, cause yeah,
cause “Chase” – chasser, in French,
means “to hunt.” I was going to say
one more thing. What was I going
to say. Oh! So I was writing about …
what was I writing this for? Oh shit,
what was I writing this for?! I was
writing about my middle name. Um.
What’s your middle name?
Andrew.
That’s better than Paulina.
Which I like, I like it a lot.

Andrew reminds me of, um, Prince Andrew from
War and Peace. Who was my favorite character in
War and Peace. So there you go.

Yes.

I haven’t read it.

And if you have any ideas for how I’m supposed to represent you, let me know. This was
awesome!

He dies a terrible death, but it’s okay. He’s the only
good one.

This was very good. We’ll do this again at some
point.

(Laughs) Anyway I don’t remember what I was…
Oh I was writing it for your thing! That’s right.

Yes please.

Mhm.
Um, you’ll like this. Okay I’m just gonna copy…
Oh is this the, the stats?!
Yeah, I just want to send you what I wrote for my
name. Cause… I don’t know how into the name
people have gotten, but here’s what I wrote: (types).
You’ll like this I think.
(Reads) (Laughs) That’s good. Yeah, that’s – Seth is
better than Andrew, for sure.
Yeah. I would not have wanted to be “Andrew Hurwitz.” Can you imagine me as an Andy? Fuck that
shit!
Andy, or Drew! Drew wouldn’t work either.
Ugh! I would never have wanted that. Never have
wanted that for me!
(Laughs) No, I like my name a lot, but I really hate my
middle name. But that’s okay, cause my name’s really
cool, so like, whatever. Um. If I were, if I were gonna
be a guy, my mom was gonna name me “Thatcher.”
Thatcher!
Thatcher Paul Gregory. Which sounds awesome,
but then you’re like, “No! It was just coming off the
eighties so that was probably for Margaret Thatcher!”
Because at that time my parents were like, pretty conservative so that would have been awful! But like I
really like the name “Thatcher” just by itself! It’s fun
to say! But like…
You could probably, you could probably run with
it. (Laughs) You would have had to run with it! I, I
have not met ever a Thatcher. So. That’s good. But.
Hm.
Hm.
(Pause)
Good stuff. Alright. I’m gonna go now.
Alright.

We should – I’m getting ahead of myself, but.
[WE TALK ABOUT SUMMER SCHOLARS]
I just can’t wait to send money on punk music
and zines and comic books and theory books,
and movies and shit! Like, that’s gonna be
awesome!
I know. That, and you’ll be set for the summer!
They’re going to pay you to do that!
Yeah, exactly! Exactly.
Yeah.
I’m just gonna get paid to read and write.

Okay. Bye.
Later Chase.
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you think Tufts would profile you?” And
how that’s maybe different.
Okay.
Um. So I have friends who say, “I’d be the
token art kid, but I’m not really the token
art kid.” Whatever you want to say. Not to,
like, prime you. And if those are too amorphous, cause I know they are, then I can
probably ask another question as well.
Probably the point is that they’re amorphous.
Yeah. So you get it.
(beat) Kay.
So … talk?
Am I answering those questions first?
Um, it’s whatever you – I guess, yeah.
Could you? Are there thoughts that come
to mind?
I think I’d like to wait till after for those.
Okay.

Mhm, mhm.

I’ll reflect first. (makes strange hand ges-

Yeah. That’s a job.

How are you doing this anonymously, though?

ture)

(Laughs) That’s pretty cool.
Super.

Um, we just don’t – they don’t say anything
they don’t want published, and we don’t put in
their name, and

All right good. So now … so let me pull up my
questions and we’ll talk.

Alright.

In a profile you don’t give their name?

Okay. (loudly and sarcastically) I’m a twentytwo year old, white, heterosexual male.

Mhm.

(beat)

Okay.

(strained laugh) Kay. (clicking sounds) Why are
you doing this interview?

It’s been real.
Yes.
Later Chase.
Bye.
Good talk.
Yeah.
Let me know if you have any
further thoughts…
For sure. It will happen! I mean
I’ll be transcribing this for maybe a week, so. Yeah.
Yeah. I wouldn’t be surprised.
It’s been like, two and a half
hours.

I have to actually go write shit! (Laughs)

Uh huh. Eh, whatever. Whatever! Worth it! Worth it.

Write shit! Um. Eventually send me your stats.

Yeah.

Um. So, there are many, many options for
what could go down in this interview. But what
I’m basically telling people is, we have those
questions that you’ve looked over, yes, maybe
…?
I looked over the questions.
Okay, cool.
Very briefly.
Um. Mm. So those are just thinking points; we
don’t even need to talk about them at all – the
two big questions that are supposed to be answered in every profile are “What do you want
people to know about Tufts?”

I thought it’d be interesting. Not even knowing
what the interview is.
(looking at screen) ugh Word is all Garrett’s thesis right now.
Yeah, I see.
(laughs)
(beat)
If you’re going to make me do this, I’ll just grill
you. Some people just talk.
Yeah.

Okay.

This is like pulling teeth, Jason. Okay. Um.

No holds barred. And – well, whatever, you
want to say. And “What do you want people to
know about you at Tufts?” So, how would you
like yourself represented. Some people are
like – and you could also take that as “How do

I’m doing this interview because it’s difficult for
you to get information out of me.
(laughs) I gotta tell you, I was –

(pinging sound)
Dammit, Words with Friends. I gotta tell
you, I was highly intimidated by this interview, more than others, because I know
that it’s sometimes hard to get information out of you. That’s the vibe that I get.
And you also don’t know me very well.
And your email was terrifying, and
Why? What’d my email – ? Sometimes
when I send emails to students that are
supposed to be official I fool around a
little bit, but I don’t think
It was amazing! I was like, I want to include this email in my, hang on
(typing sounds)
There was just one sentence. And I’m
sorry if I
You can include it if you want.
There was one line that was really good.
But the Internet in here kind of sucks. So
we might not even – alright. So you knew
it would be difficult for me, so you’re just
fucking with me.
I mean that wasn’t my initial reason for
signing up. But. I was just like “Oh, this
sounds interesting, yeah I can do that. If
she chooses me or not, it doesn’t matter.”
(laughs) I’m actually taking everyone who
asks me until Spring Break.
Really?
Yeah. That’s the deal. Because part of
what’s weird about the profiling thing
is that you like, they would tell you like
“Okay, go out and find a black student,”
“Go out and find a gay student,” and like,
I don’t, erm (uncomfortable noises). So.
That’s the goal anyway. To go until I can’t
… do anymore.
Are you eventually going to have to try for
diversity? Like you probably haven’t gotten many freshman yet.
Uh, they’re mostly seniors yeah. I have
like, one freshman. And I think that’s gonna be it. I’m not going to have any age
diversity, really. I have a lot of like, luckily,
like, I don’t know, a lot of different people
are signing up. Socioeconomic and racial
and like, sexuality and gender and all this
stuff. It’s good. I think I have more women
than men, but it’s okay. I’m having trouble
getting straight men of color. We’ll figure
it out. But that’s, like, that’s kind of the
point. If they, like, if people don’t want to
talk to me, like, that also says something,

you know?
Yeah.
Yeah.
You could easily get that in the pamphlet.
I could note it in this interview.

saying how this interview was going to be me
going “BLAH!” and you going (makes straight
face) and that is how it’s gonna be. And that’s
fine.
In the transcript you’re gonna have to do like
“makes straight face.”

“Very few straight men of color …”

Stage directions, yeah. We did one where the
guy wants it all in a script. Like, with stage
directions.

Yes. And very few lesbians. I think.

Can I do an A-B dialogue?

I don’t think there are many lesbians at Tufts.

(laughs) You can.

That’s what I hear when I say that, but then
I’m like, is that really true? Or is it just like,
like, I don’t know, like – I know lesbians at
home! I don’t know where they are.

That’ll cut down to my philosophy roots.

It could be that they’re just, like, not around.
Yeah. I know a couple like, “bisexual women,” and some of them are profiled. Like …
hmmm. It’s frustrating. If you want to go for
full diversity. That’s frustrating. But I don’t
think there’s a lot of lesbian visibility, like,
anywhere, so. – Um, this line, in your email:
“How about we meet without any other activity-slash-trope.”
(laughs)
I was like “Ah! He’s found me out!” Uuurr!
That was intimidating as fuck! That’s okay.
There’s just no reason for you to, like, cook
me dinner to do an interview. Or buy me coffee.
I know there’s no reason. But some people
need a reason.

What do you do?

Yeah. Philosophy. (points to a photo on the
viewbook of a plaque that reads “PHILOSOPHY DEPT. LIBRARY”)
Mhm. I’m going to use that photo.
My specialties are contin – is, my specialty
is continental political philosophy. So … But
it’s hard to do that in the philosophy department here.
Mhm. (beat) Yeah because, our big names
are not … not, that.
Most departments in the U.S. are analytic.
Mhm.

I was just telling you I didn’t need a reason.

So, analytic – I read a really good article,
about this recently, but – analytic is, um, it
started in the early twentieth century with
mostly British and American philosophers,
analyzing around concepts and language. So
that was, like, the beginning of formal logic,
that was the beginning of semantics

He’s in Paris, yeah. It’s very sad. But. I was

French versus American.
Oh, okay. It’s also German though.
Oh, okay. That makes sense. Um. Alright. Why
do you think I’m doing this?

I think the project is about the underbelly of
Tufts, almost? Like exposing things that Tufts,
like – I mean it’s like, Tufts has to market themselves in a certain way, as with all colleges, to
get people, and you’re sort of like, these are
the things you should know about Tufts that
they won’t tell you.

(shakes head)

Is he abroad?

Framed as what?

(laughs)

It was not a malicious reason.

Yeah. I did his interview last night, and it ended up being like three hours because it was
just us catching up. But like, it was on Skype,
so it was fine.

Yeah. I’ve heard this rant before, but not
framed in those terms.

The interview or the project?

Do you – are you familiar with that difference?

Seth Hurwitz, yeah

Yeah. And so, that was like a big divide in the
twentieth century, and it still exists. And it’s
hard to do it. It’s hard to be and do continental
philosophy.

(in slightly louder voice, sarcastically) I’m a
political science and philosophy major, here
at Tufts.

Okay.

You totally called me out on it! And it’s true,
cause it’s, it’s true. I mean. Anyway. I thought
it was very good, but it was very. Just. Mrrnn.
Full of snark. But it’s fine. So I was freaking
out; I was like “I’m gonna just” – and this is
how this interview is going now. I told my
friend Seth I was like – you know Seth, he
was in Literary Theory.

Mhm. I was gonna say it sounds like what I do
but with books.

Okay.
And syntax, in philosophy. And they considered that, like, the revolution, like that was
going to change philosophy and really get
down to, like, the meat of all philosophical
questions. And then, on the continent there
were more people doing, like, sort of literary
philosophy, and political and just like not having to do with language at all. And it was a
much more historical look and like, polemic
sort of, and it’s mainly what’s taught in English departments now …

Mm … the project. And then the interview.

Yes. (furrows brow)
What? Why? Is that bad for you?
It’s, it’s not, because it’s accurate, and that’s
like, what I want to do. But I don’t want it to
be that. But like, yes. But I don’t want it to be
framed as like, an authentic Tufts, or like, the
“real” Tufts, or like, you know what I mean? I
don’t want it to be that.
I would just say it’s like the dark side of Tufts.
It is the dark – it is.
You’re so proud of yourself for finding, like, bits
of Barnum’s history and …
I know! I know.
Racist songs …
Okay so, like, that’s, like, that’s the part that,
like, super turns me on, right?
Yeah.
But I really don’t want to do just that because
that is stupid. And I understand that that’s stupid. What I want it to be is like – ideally, and I
don’t know if I’ll achieve this cause it is going
to come off as just like a punk rock like fuck patriarchy, like, stupid – not stupid, those things
are good.
(laughter)

But. You know what I mean? Maybe. And um,
I don’t want it to come off as just that. What
I want it to be more is an exploration of how
muddy the process of representation is, and
the process of marketing is – because it’s not,
really what is coming out in all these interviews
is that it is very muddy. It’s, it’s not just the “dark
underbelly of Tufts” and it’s not just like, rosy
glasses all the time. I don’t know.

Yeah.

A light on the hill?

It’s just, what I say.

Yeah, not just a light on the hill.

Do you think there’s a typical Tufts student?

Well, the other axis that I think your project
goes on is making interviewing transparent, I
think. Production transparency, right?

Yes. It’s not in my mind one person, or like,
one, like, thing that they do, but there are typical Tufts experiences that I’ve seen some people go through most or all. So, someone who
like, for example – this isn’t to bash anyone
who has done any of these experiences, but,
to do a lot of them is typical Tufts – to like, live
in Houston freshman year, live in Wren with a
bunch of friends sophomore year, live in Hillsides, maybe go abroad and have a lot of your
friends go abroad, live in an off-campus house
or in Sophia Gordon senior year, participate in
TDC, go to some lectures but not, like, hard-tofind lectures. So go to Bill Clinton but not Noam
Chomsky. Although, Noam Chomsky was very
easy to find. But. Um. I don’t know, to major in
something typical here.

Yeah. Yeah. That’s …
So maybe that’s the side you want to emphasize more.
I hope so. (laughs) Um. (beat) So this is interesting. So, we could keep asking – I, I feel better asking questions about me and my projects
than I feel asking questions about you, cause
I’m not sure how much you’ll give me.
I’ll give you.
Okay.
I’ll be honest.

(laughs) Um. (beat) Do you have reservations
about participating in this project?
Yes, but I think that I’m able to self-censor
enough that it won’t matter.
What are the reservations?

IR, yeah.

think she’s one of the forty. Let’s see.
(sighs) So, this isn’t on the thing – do you,
do you avoid that kind of thing?
Yeah, I try to.
Yeah? You seem so disdainful.
I know that I’m implicated in a lot of it but
… I mean, I haven’t done … TDC …
(laughs)
If I did do TDC it would be about making it
my own, I guess. Doing it in a strange way.
Mhm.
(beat) I try to avoid those things. I’m glad I
didn’t live in Houston.
Yeah, you should be glad.
You lived in Houston?
Yeah, I did indeed live in Houston.
Did you live in Wren?
No.
Did you live in Hillsides?
No I left. I left campus.

I just might be terse.

Yeah, like IR. To participate in, like, some, like,
very professional-oriented clubs and have,
like, one or two outliers. My friend and I just
saw the Irish step dance team.

No, that’s okay.

I love the Irish step dance team!

Yeah.

We’ll see.

They’re fun to watch, but it’s obvious that for
probably most of them, this is just the fun
thing to do on the side. None of them is really committed to Irish step dancing. My friend
and I were making comments that this would
be a thing that they look back on like 20 years
from now. Like, “Oh yeah, remember Irish step
dance?” You know, “Oh yeah, that was a lot of
fun. I should look up those gals.”

It’s better.

Okay.

Um, what do you wish you had known before
coming to Tufts?
Um … I didn’t know that Tufts really emphasized a) diversity and b) internationalism.
That’s something that it seems like everyone
else sort of knew coming to Tufts, and that’s
what differentiated Tufts from most other New
England liberal arts schools. But I didn’t know
that, I didn’t know anything about what Tufts
was.
So why’d you come to Tufts?
It had a funny name, and good colors, and my
counselor recommended it. And she, like, emphasized it when she was going over schools
in New England, so …
Where are you from?
Phoenix. You don’t hear much about Tufts,
there. (laughs)
(laughs) Yeah, no.

(laughs)
To me that, that’s a description of the average
Tufts student.
(laughs) That’s really good. It’ll be like, “Mom,
you did this? Look at this.” They’ll find some
picture, or something.
Yeah. “We had a lot of fun then.” (laughs)
(laughs) That makes me so sad. You’ve ruined
step dance for me.

Good.
Did you?

That’s the way to get outside of Tufts. I
think the typical Tufts student, like, stays
within the institution a lot.
It kind of weirds me out sometimes. I’ll be
like, “Did you know …” – I went hiking in
the Fells the other day, it’s literally like, it’s
like half a mile away. Like a big wilderness
you can hike!
I’ve never been there.
It’s awesome.
Yeah? I’ve heard about it.
It’s like, it’s neat! It’s just a bunch of trees!
And they’re so accessible.
I mean more socially than geographically.

Sorry, I knew you were really close to L----- M----.

Yeah, no, I guess you’re right. I’ve been
lucky to work at BUR. I think that’s helped
me. Cause they’d send me on assignment.

(laughs) She’s doing an interview, I think! I

Yeah.

Ummm.
(long pause)
(in background – woman in other room describing Odysseus as “very alone”)
I’m sorry. Who is this lady?
This lady? (gestures to other room)
Yeah. All I heard was the phrase “isolation in
the company of others.”
“He is in isolation even though he is in the
company of others.”
Someone’s writing this! Um. Okay. Do you
feel like you’re a part of a particular group
at Tufts?
Um, yes.
Do you think this is good or bad? And also, if
you want to tell me, to what group?
I would say I’m amongst the … an alternative group of students at Tufts who still hold
some bourgeois values. Um. And uh, I …
wait was the question if I liked that?
Mhm.
Yeah, like, being a part of a group. I mean
it’s not an ideal group; I don’t think I would
ever say that. But it is a good group.
What would be an ideal group?

No, we can strike that from the record.
(laughs)

Okay.

(laughs)

It’s just …

(laughs) The best thing about Tufts is a secret! Do you have a worst thing?

No, it’s good.

(sigh) Probably, but I don’t know.
That’s fine.
That, yeah. I mean there are of course things
I dislike a lot, but I don’t know if I could say
them.
Okay, so, let’s shift gears. I’m still gonna record because I, like I said I think this part is
interesting. How do you want … this to look?
Because this is an imagistic, like, project,
and, if you want it just A-B-A-B …

Good. Um, (sigh) alright. Open-ended, now.
We just went through all of those? Every
question?
We – there are some, but I don’t care about
them.
(laughs)
Do you want me to – I’ll do the ones we
haven’t done!

Okay. That would be awesome though.
(laugh) It’s a little too classical.

Um, I don’t want to answer that.

So, there are a lot of different ways we can
do this. We can say – and I doubt this …
well maybe. Maybe it will be. You can just
cede all creative power to me, and I’ll just do
something, and then I’ll send it back to you in
pdf form and you can say “change all these
things,” that’s a way that it can be done.

Okay, fine, see? Um, describe a strange moment at Tufts.

(laughs) That is another bias that I have! Alright. So those are all of the questions.

Okay

(long pause)
No, I don’t – uh, hm. No.
(laughs) Okay. The other two are “Describe a
happy moment at Tufts,” “Describe a sad moment at Tufts.” Do you want to describe either
of those?

Some of these are inane. What’s the best
thing about Tufts? It’s one I got all the time
as a tour guide.
What?

I’ll cede all power to you with one condition.

I said that’s what I got all the time as a tour
guide so I’m curious of other people’s responses.

Yeah.

I don’t – I don’t know if I understand the way
Tufts advertises itself. Ourselves?

Well, you’ll send it to me, but

(laughs) Right.

Uh … I’m gonna say the echo circle in the
middle of the day when, like, no one is
around. Because people don’t walk that sort
of back path.

Of course.

Ourselves. Because I haven’t seen the advertising in a while, and I wasn’t critical of it
when I was a senior in high school. Um, but
it, I mean they’re obviously very, very, um,
considerate in the way they do it and take a
lot of time and effort to make it a certain way,
which makes it very, like, clean. Um. But also
I do remember they were, in their marketing,
a little bit subversive, or at least ironic. There
was a little bit of like, “We’re also funny!” that’s

(directly to recorder) And people shouldn’t
walk that back path! So that I can stay –

No.

(Beat) No. I’ll say another bias you have is
that you don’t think I’m going to talk to you at
all (laughs).

(laughs)

That’s a good answer.

Is there something you wish I’d asked?

Um, if Tufts were going to profile you, what
would they highlight, and what would it sound
like, what would it look like?

I don’t want any, I don’t want A-B-A-B.

(beat)

Yeah.

Um. I think your bias is to do it untraditionally
and to leave in certain aspects of interviewing
that are usually left out. Um, you might have a
bias to show the underbelly, as we discussed
before. (beat) That’s all.

All right.

(sigh)

Yeah.

Um, do you think I have any biases in conducting this survey? And if so, what do you
think those biases are?

And is there a way I should have conducted
this that I should have not? Besides maybe
not being such of a spazz.

Or if you have any … any ideas – like Garrett,
for example, wants me to cartoon him cause
he read the thing and it’s all about my, like,
anxieties with cartooning and stereotypes
and all that – and he said “cartoon me the
most offensively, as offensively as you can.”
And I was like “I can’t!” (pained face) It was
awful!

I don’t know.

wrapped up in having Jumbo as a mascot and
just like, being almost on the level of an Ivy
but, like, slightly off in terms of demeanor.

(beat) No.
Not particularly. See, I skipped the bad ones
on purpose.

Okay. We did it.
We did it. Um, is there something – you said
you would reflect? Would you like to answer
the big questions? Or …
Yeah let’s answer the big questions.
Okay.
What time is it, by the way?
Uh, it’s 11:45.
Okay. Can you remind me of the big questions?

more radical or far-left or activist modes, that
like, aren’t advertised at Tufts that much, I
guess. It’s possible to – there’s a culture I’ve
noticed recently that I haven’t tapped into
for a bunch of my time here, but I’ve seen
it more and more in terms of people pushing for Africana Studies, which was mostly an
underground movement, and Occupy, and,
um, like, there’s a little bit of it in Group of Six
houses. It’s like we advocate for these things
and sometimes we do it through Tufts institutions and the administration, but sometimes
it’s done, you know, quietly outside of that.
So that’s an interesting part of Tufts that, like,
Tufts can’t represent, because it’s non- or anti-Tufts, but it’s still a part of the, of life here.
I personally perceive Tufts as like, like a big
bourgeois institution that has administrators
and teachers and stuff to try and keep it in a
bureaucracy and, like, maintain a certain level. And for me the typical Tufts student buys
into that a lot, and like, recognizes it and will
participate in it. And then also by necessity
there is a group that refuses to participate in
it, and they’ll live off campus, even if it’s only
barely off campus. It’s like getting outside of
institutionalized Tufts. But pushing back at
the administration in a big way. Verbally and
non-verbally.
Um … and then the second question, if you
want to answer it, is “What do you want people to know about you at Tufts?” Because this
is your profile.
Okay. Um … (beat) Given what I just said,
I’m not necessarily a part of that pushback. I
don’t know. Um. (beat) And … “What I want
people to know about”
Mhm
(long pause. Lady still speaking in background)

Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?

Yes. What do you want people to know about
Tufts, and –

(laughs) I’m gonna put this text in the background, I want to take notes so I can Google
it later. Keep going. (unzips pen bag)

Um.

No.

Stop there.

Um. You think she’s reading?

Um.

How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?

Okay.

Yeah, I think she’s reading. (long pause) Oh,
it’s The Odyssey.

Also just aesthetically, I think I would like it if
there were little to no – few to no images. And
just, like, white background, black text.
Yeah, I was gonna format it something like
that.
Kay.

You were right.

Okay.
That’s a big one.
Um … well, recently in my time at Tufts I’ve
seen more of the non-Tufts or anti-Tufts sentiment within students, which I think is important to know when you’re coming here that,
maybe … this is for sort of admissions, right?
Mhm.
To know that maybe as an upperclassperson – junior, senior, not like upper-class – as
a junior or senior, there’s a good chance that
you could if you wanted to get involved with

I don’t know how to answer this question.
It’s, it’s a doozy.
Would you mind giving me a sub-question?
Let me see. I mean, a lot of it is just about
kind of what we talked about, which is just
how you want yourself represented. It’s kind
of the point of the question. Um. I guess it’s
… If Tufts targeted you as someone they
wanted to sell to other students
Okay

But you had full creative control. But you
couldn’t say no. Besides the fact that you
couldn’t say no. What would you like that to
be?
Mm. Um. (beat) I wouldn’t want it to be ironic
or attempting some kind of comedy, because
I think a lot of Tufts students sort of already
get away with doing that. And often times
it’s done poorly, and I just wouldn’t want to
be associated with that. But um, I would …
I would want it to … I guess just reflect that
I have accepted some of the typical Tufts
student things we talked about, I’ve denied
other aspects of them, or simply by viewing
them from the outside haven’t been a part of
them fully. And I think that’s probably the way
most Tufts students operate, is not being part
of every aspect of like, the typical Tufts experience, but having one or two things that like,
place them outside of that. Um. Whether that
be like, race, gender, socioecomomic status,
like something that puts them outside of the
norm. And then maybe some mindset that allows them to see that they’re outside of the
norm and, like, rejoice in that a little bit. But
I also just wouldn’t really want that to be the
norm, that you’re outside of the norm. I get
– I often am unsettled by or get angry about
people who are like “It’s okay to be weird because everyone’s weird.” Like, well, yeah, but
then it’s normal to be weird, and that’s just,
like, a paradox. And there are some normal
people who stay just pretty strictly normal.
So are they the weird ones because normal
is weird? No, they’re the normal ones. So,
yes, they must be more normal with, like, one
or two weird factors … And then there are
some actual outliers whom you’ve probably
never met in your life, who are like really really really weird, and like, those are actually
the weird people and everybody else is just
pretty normal with, like, a couple weird things
about them. And so … (laughs) Tufts
(laughs)
Tufts catches all of those, but it’s obviously, it’s like a lot of normal people and then,
even more – I would say that the majority of
people are normal people that have some
weird factors, which they think make them
weird. But these people need to realize that
they are actually normal; they just have weird
factors. And then there are a few very, very
weird people that Tufts catches, but they’re
outliers. They are the true outliers, and their
outlier-ship is defined by their weirdness,
and their weirdness is defined by their outliership. So.
Thank you so much. I’m going to stop recording now.
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So I’ll just take a year off, and apply again.
Which is probably good. I’ll work for the radio
and stuff. But it’s not the most fun. Okay.
Oh, you want to get started, okay.
No, it’s okay. I just have to leave at like, 3:15.
Oh wait, not 3:15, sorry it’s 3:00 now. 3:40.
Okay. haha I was gonna say, 3:15 is pretty
short.
Haha yeah, sorry I’m being a spazz. So this is
how this works. Basically, we have a conversation – did you see the project, did you see –
Yeah I took a look at the PDF.
Awesome. Good. Some people do and some
people don’t, and I feel like the ones who do,
like, know, what’s going on, more. Usually what
goes down is we chat for a bit, then we talk
about how you want it to look, and if you care,
then that’s awesome, and if not, then I’ll just
send you what I do and then you can see if you
like it.
Okay.
Um, but basically the two questions we are
trying to answer – the big picture questions –
are What do you want people to know about
Tufts, and then What do you want people to

know about you at Tufts. Or, we could just go
through all the questions that I sent to everyone.

the discrepancy between how people
view them or whatever and how they
actually view themselves.

Um…

Yeah I saw that the other day and I was
like “that’s so relevant to what I’m doing!” haha

Or I don’t know if there’s one in particular you
wanted to answer.
Maybe that’s an easier starting point.
Okay. Like if there’s something you want to
know, or something you want to start with…
What do I want people to know at Tufts.
Like, why are you doing this? Besides helping
out, which is awesome.
I don’t know, cause I like talking? Hahaha
Good! Me too.
I guess. I feel weird talking about myself,
though.
I know it’s weird.
It’s like, uh
Just pretend you’re a celebrity.
I’ll prepare myself for –
For paparazzi, they’re about to come in
For ten years down the line, when, you know,
because of my Tufts education I become, you
know, rich and famous and all that. (laughing) that’s wht I want people to know. No im
jst kidding.
So one thing to think about, kind of as a starting point, I guess, is how do you think Tufts
would profile you? like, if Tufts were to do a
profile of you.
This is kind of interesting because there’s that
um … have you seen that thing on the stairs,
that’s like “Here’s what people think of me /
Here’s what I really am”?
Mmh yeah
Some of those are really weird and some of
those you think okay yeah I can see that.
Yeah
Like people being annoyed or whatever by

Hahah you should collaborate with
those people, or whatever.
I want to talk to them; it’s very cool.
Talk to them, yeah. They got quite a,
quite a span of people.
Mhm.
Um, anyway. What do I think Tufts
would profile me as?

Mhm.
Um… well. To be fair there are like, this
is more the norm, but as a ChineseAmerican, as someone from the Bay
Area, I mean I got profiled like this
when I was home, I feel like. Um. But
as the, you know, spanning all the Asian
Stereotypes as being good at math, you
know, being, uh, lacking in social skills
You do not lack in social skills!
Being academically oriented, to the
point of grades are the most important thing, you know, willing to study,
you know, any time all the time, and, I
mean… you know me, that’s simply not
true.
Hahah
I mean, the stereotype is very true, and
I mean my high school being 70% Asian
Wow.

I didn’t know that. Where do you teach?
And what do you teach.

the street, you know. “There’s that guy, he’s
Asian,” you know – and then everything
that goes along with that. that package of
details that fits with the stereotype. So. I
mean. You know, there’s… I’ve never been
seriously offended by, you know, racial
identity type questions, I mean. My friends
make fun of me for being Asian, and I,
you know, go along with it because… you
know, I know that they know better, and
I know that they know me and they, you
know – that the stereotype is something
to play off of for humor’s sake rather than,
you know, hurting. But. I don’t know, I feel
like that is, I don’t know, kind of a – say
you were a Tufts admissions officer and you
were opening up my, uh, my profile, that’s
what you see, first off. I mean, presumably
they’ve seen people “like me” – air quotes
“like me” – from my area, with my kind of
background. So I guess at a first glance hat
would be what I would say someone, admissions or otherwise, would profile me as.

I’m teaching citizenship to Salvadorian immigrants.
Brian Lim! I didn’t know that!
Yeah we went over the Bill of Rights yesterday!
Hah
Well we went over the first amendment,
we went over the first amendment, we read
this article about the Westborough Baptist
church trying to like, uh, protest at a funeral of a dead marine in Massachusetts.
And then how a bunch of veterans, some
motorcycle gang of veterans came and protected the funeral from the Westborough
Baptist Church. It was pretty cool. But – so
there’s two hours of citizenship… I tutor
twice a week for like an hour, and then I
do STOMP which is like, science and engineering… it’s really more engineering, because everyone else who does it is an engineer. And I’m like “What about scienceee?
You can’t do engineering if you don’t have
science!” So I do that, too. And Iv’e been
doing that for, shit, five years? Or no, five
semesters now?

Okay. That’s all great. So, describe yourself.
Who are you, what do you do at Tufts.

Was largely that way. There were many Well, I’m Brian.
of those people. some of my friends
were that way. But, I mean… I’m…not
Hi Brian.
Do you ever get construed that way at
Tufts?

Um… I am a double-major in Biology and
Cognitive and Brain Sciences. I guess I also
– getting back to the mis-attributed, misI mean, no one actively ever says that to profiled kind of thing – I feel like when I
my face, but like, I can tell. I you know I tell people the biology cognitive brain scijust I get that, I mean there aren’t many ence is my major and they’re like “Oh, you
people who are like me. I mean, fine, must be a science-y guy! Ohoooo” and
yeah, im a weird person, I have an inter- there’s a certain – I don’t know if stigma is
esting personality, fine.
the right word, but something along those
lines as far as, okay well that means that
Haha
you do this and you like this and you think
about this and then this is what you do on
But like, being fourth generation. Speak- a regular basis. Some of which is founded
ing better Chinese than my parents after but some of which is unfounded.
two weeks of Chinese. Uhhh… eating
rice, but never with Chinese food, eating Mhm.
it with like, steak. Or, with like, chicken
cacciatore or whatever, you know. I’m, Yeah. I mean, I still think that – I mean one
I mean, about as whitewashed as you of the reasons I came to Tufts was because I
could say that there is, I mean. So. You felt like these programs that I am doing are
know? So whether it’s Asians here at strong and I would enjoy doing them. But
Tufts or Asians at home, people who, I also was drawn to the IR side of things,
you know, might know better. Might. y’know, like everyone here seems to be.
Or just regular, you know, white people,
black people, Latino people, whatever. Haha.
I mean I don’t feel like, because my
situation’s nowhere near the norm, it And I could still see myself being a damn
doesn’t even come into consideration good IR major. Now, really the extent of it
when someone sees me walking down is, I mean, I take an Excollege class here or

For who….m?
STOMP – Student Tutor Outreach Mentorship Program? It’s out of the Center for
Engineering Education and Outreach.
Haha
Alphabet soup.
That’s awesome.
Yeah. So that’s cool.
And you have a food blog.
I have a food blog. I have a photo blog, I
have a regular blog too.
there, I’ve gone to the EPIIC symposium every
year, it’s kind of like a crash course in IR for
the non-IR major, but you know. So, I try to
be balanced. I pride myself on being balanced
and you know multi-faceted and all that. While
I’ve done a lot of science things and you know
whatever, I also teach – I’m currently teaching
five hours a week.

Yeah! Yeah I mean I have – so I guess
that’s another thing that I’m doing is
I have cooking, um, when I started
cooking I guess my elementary school
was one of those hippie dippie schools
where everything is hands-on. It’s uh.
It’s very fun.

cissism on one side with the rest of the people,
my friends who are like “oh my god I wish I
knew how to cook can you teach me how to
cook” and I’m like “okay, well…”

Haha

Well… it’s true.

But one of those things was cooking,
so I guess ive been cooking for a long
time. and I guess also boy scouts, too,
I’ve been cooking from that.

That’s awesome.

Mhm
I didn’t really start cooking for myself
until I guess summer after freshman
year, when I was living in Berkeley for
the summer. But then
What’d you do in Berkeley? I didn’t know
you went to Berkeley.

So there’s that. Also, photography, I started getting into… I mean I have been taking pictures
of my food, taking pictures of things, people,
um. I’m currently for this year doing a 366 project – taking a picture every day. so I may want
to take a picture of you or something afterward.
That would be fine. It’s only fair.
Hahah
I mean

I was taking the equivalent of Bio 14, so
I wouldn’t have to take it here (laughter)

You’re stealing all of my words, I’m just stealing
your soul.

Oohh. I see your game.

Hahahhaha

Yeah. Yeah. So but I mean I guess things
really started picking up two summers
ago, summer after sophomore year,
when I was living here by myself, for
the first time. and with access to my
own kitchen. Which has really accelerated things. And now I mean… I guess
at elast for my friends, they know me as
the guy who cooks things all the time.

I mean isn’t that what they say, there’s tribes or
whatever, cultures who have been unexposed to
photography or whatever?

I was gonna say, you –
And then posts photos about it. Haha.
Hahah
I always feel wary, you know? Because
there is a sort of, you know, narcissism
with running a blog of any type.
(laughter)

So – this is a bracket, because I want to try
to think about what the page is gonna look
like – can I maybe use some of your photos?

But especially a food blog. Because
that’s so pretentious. And everyone’s
like, a wannabee foodie or whatever!

Oh yeah, yeah.

But you’re like, a damn good cook, Brian!
I’ve eaten you’re food and it’s, it’s good.

Okay, cool, cause I’d like to give them a forum.

There you go, teaching and cooking. Two things
that you do.

Yeah, I know. But see, I balance the nar-

And Mennonites, too. In the present-day. The
Amish.
That’s true, true. So I feel like that’s a fair trade.
Oh yeah, definitely.
Words for soul.
(Laughter)
(Laughter) Um, so… I mean I’m still very amateur about it, but at the EPIIC Symposium… I
am getting paid ten bucks an hour for what I
did at the EPIIC Symposium, so I guess I’m no
longer an amateur
(Laughs) Now you’re officially a professional
photographer!
I have received, or will receive, payment for my
photographic services.
That’s such a good feeling. The first time I got paid
for comix I was like “Seriously? I’m not a professional cartoonist?!” Haha

I was like, “I’m gonna be there, I’m
gonna take photos, I might as well get
PAID for it.”

get into a dance unless you know the choreographers. Which is like ridiculous. It
should not be that way.

Hahaah

I agree! It’s supposed to be democratic and
communist and all this great stuff.

Also the IGL has ridiculous cameras.
Like – for part of the session, I was
walking around with $4,000 around my
neck. Like, the camera’s 25 hundred,
the lens was like 15 hundred… no big
deal, it’s like, fine.
Woah.
So I guess I’m, I don’t know, EPIIC has
helped me. I’m ascending the heights in
photography as well.
Did you do EPIIC?
No. That’s another thing that I wish I
had done.
You wish you’d done EPIIC? I’m glad I
did not.
There are so many things that I wish I
had done.
What do you wish you had done?
(Laughs)
(Laughs) List all your regrets. Now!
All of my regrets. Well I really wish I
had. I don’t know if they accept nonIR people, like cause you know it’s very
high demand and it’s like, okay well it’d
be really cool to have this other guy’s
perspective on things maybe, but it
also means another IR kid who could
use this maybe a lot better, would, you
know, benefit from it. And I think I
could, you know,
Hold you own.
Hold my own, yeah. But, you know,
that’s – that ship has sailed. Um… I
guess I regret not doing, I don’t know,
TDC or dancing things more.
Yeah ‘cause TDC is, in fact, the shit.
Yeah. Well, I mean back in freshman
year, sophomore year it was like, you
know it was like, cool, but now it’s like,
really cool. And I’m like – you cannot

(Laughs)
I’ve been saying that I’ve been doing
all these other things that are not science things, but I am a scientist; I guess
the bulk of my coursework has been
science-related somehow – psych, bio,
you know. Chem. whatever. I have actually gotten a lot of research experience,
which is good. Um, and, I mean, I guess
part of the reason that I came to Tufts
– (laughs) it was funny because I could
have either gone to Berkeley or Tufts.

Yeah I mean there are limits and whatever,
fine. But. Having done TDC I realized, you
know, I’m not a great dancer right now but
I’m good, and that could have been an outlet I pursued, whether it was SOC or doing
more aas far as TDC is concerned, I think
that’s something that I could have done. i…
uh… regret not doing more in the way of
journalism?

Really?
Everything else waitlisted me, or… I
think I got denied from MIT and Stanford, but –

Mhm.
Cause that was something that I did in high
school that I liked and I was good at, and I
don’t jnow, I guess freshman year first semester, second semester I was like, kind of
like “blah blah blah, I like everything, I’m
interested in everything!” You know it’s
that thing
Freshman syndrome?

But for some people, it’s like, you know,
they start out wanting to do everything,
and then by sophomore year they realize
they cant do everything so they narrow,
and then they stay narrow until the very
end, you know, they bottleneck. And now
I’m like “oh I could have done EPIIC!”
whatever.
No, you don’t want to do that. Hyomi did
that.
So I guess that’s my theory.
I like that theory. I like it. Um… there are
so many questions. Should I just pick one at

random?
Ummm I don’t know.
Before we go to like, the big one?
I mean is there anything else you wanted to
say? I said what I think they’d profile me as,
right

Yeah, yeeep. That was good.
Umm, and what I actually think I am.
Yeah.
Okay, I guess I should also say that I am a
scientist. (laughs)

So when… when we were applying, it was
about half the cost of a private tuition for
comprehensive costs for a year. It has since
closed… I don’t know what the actual numbers are, but it’s close to at least two-thirds
of the cost, three-quarters of the cost.
Only going up.

We’re collapsing! (laughter)

Haha

That’s the sad thing, because on everything
else I can say, I love California, California’s
the best. Except for … out government.

Those are two very different schools.

Yeah I like this theory. Run with it. We’ll
draw a diagram.

Right.

Yeah, I know.

But I guess that’s the admissions officer’s, uh, oyu know, method for weeding through the lot or whatever. But, so
it was Berkeley or Tufts and it was kind
of a –

Where the pinch happens is like, different
for different people, I think? This is my new
theory.

I mean I guess, in retrospect, I mean I feel
somewhat vindicated, because of all the tuition hikes and all that?

And only going up, exactly. Cause California is completely cash-strapped, and

They’re a bitch.

That actually makes a lot of sense.

Berkeley’s huge.

Many people – that happens to many
people.

But everything else I was like “Eh, I don’t
know, we’ll see if the rest of our class fills
up, but waitlists are really annoying”

Freshman syndrome, yeah, you think you
can do everything and then it narrows and
then – I feel like I’m at the place where I
want to do everything again. You know, it’s
like an hourglass shape.

Tufts. I like it I guess better than Berkeley,
because Berkeley’s huge

I mean I applied to the UCs and you
know, I have a significant legacy at
Berkeley – legacy doesn’t count for very
much in the UCs, I guess, but I mean,
my mom went there, my aunt went
there, my grandpa went there, three of
my mom’s cousins went there… I mean,
it would have been easy. I mean, but. I
don’t know I didn’t feel like – also my
high school sends 60 kids there every
year. Um. So, I don’t know. I mean I got
my letter or whatever from Tufts and I
was like, “Yeah I think so.”
Yeah.
I mean that was even before – I didn’t
figure to get in to everywhere, but, you
know, I figured, Tufts… you know, I like

Right on (high fives)
So… I knew I wanted something smaller
than the public university class sizes, I
wanted to, I don’t know, Berkeley’s an hour
from my house… not so much the “want
to chart my own legacy” thing, but I guess
that did kind of figure into it a little bit. So I
came to Tufts.
So, can we talk about – let’s talk about Tufts
for a sec.
Okay. Sure.
So, how do you – now, you’ve been here four
years – what’s your read on Tufts? How do
you feel about Tufts? What’s the best thing,
what’s the worst thing…
Um,
Things you would change, things you really
really like
Well, let’s see. That’s a big question.
It’s a big question. It’s a big one.
I mean it’s definitely not what I thought it
was. But I think I would say that regardless

of where I went.

And he says it’s like, maybe 75 people, I think?

How so, though? How so?

That’s crazy!

I think Tufts really pushes the small school feel, or well, they
push the “we’re the good combination of a small school with,
you know, tools and resources of a research university.” And I
mean I guess it depends on what you do. But I feel like, I don’t
know the small school aspect they push it a little bit more than
it really exists. Like for example my brother is a freshman this
year; he’s going to McAllister College, which is a legit liberal
arts college.

Which is

Yeah.
You know, fifteen hundred to two thousand people. Class sizes
of actually ten.
(Whistles)
Ten, twelve. Professors – he was telling me his professor has
actually, it’s easy with a class of twelve people, but has penciled
a student in every week for dinner. To come over to his house,
and just talk.
That’s cool.
And that’s – what I wanted? I mean I guess I only applied to
Pomona, which was like
There’s so much crossover between Tufts and Pomona!
I mean, yeah.
So much crossover! I feel like I missed the boat on that one. ‘Cause
I did not apply to Pomona.
I mean, Pomona waitlisted me so it’s not like I would have
found out anyway. Although that was the only school that I
applied to that I did not visit.
Huh.
Because I was so sold on it. Which is strange. Um, but. You
know. So those – there are certain elements of the liberal arts
college experience that maybe Tufts did a good sell job, or maybe I had misguided expectations, or whatever, but I thought
they were gonna be here and they haven’t shown up, at least as
much as I thought they were going to. So I mean it’s still, definitely, I mean, I’ve had a seminar, I’ve had seminars with fifteen
people, ten people. But…I mean, it’s like, one is 225 people
with two sessions
I was gonna say, it might be the nature of your majors…
Yeah well I mean part of it is majors, but I still feel like, you
know, there – I mean, my brother for example took econ, or is
taking general econ.
Yeah.

Not very big, for Econ.
Yeah, not very big for Econ. I mean, it’s general
Not at all! I’ve taken English classes that were 75! (Laughs)
Yeah and then I mean they have section, and they have all of that stuff.
So I mean even still, I think there’s definitely something that, you
know. I mean it’s not all class sizes I mean it’s things like I said with
professors inviting students over to their houses or, you know, having, I
don’t know, more of a tighter-knit sense of community, maybe? I don’t
know exactly. Because I’ve never been to a liberal arts college, exactly,
so I don’t actually know for real. But those things, you know, didn’t all
show up in the same ways that I wanted them to. That said, I mean, I’m
currently doing a thesis downtown, at the Sachlar School. I’m in a lab
with three other grad students and three post-docs, er, four post-docs,
and me. I mean that wouldn’t happen at, you know,
At Berkeley.
At Berkeley. Well, you know, it might
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Berkeley’s really strong in science, yeah.
But it wouldn’t happen at like, a liberal arts college. And actually at
Berkley, you might have undergrads, you might actually have more
undergrads than here but you might also have them doing, you know,
shittier things, less involved in the sciences. At least that’s what I assume. I mean, I haven’t, you know, there’s – I mean, I’ve also taken
advantage of everything that goes on at Fletcher. Again, this is always
– freshman year I lived in Houston, and every time there was a talk
or whatever, you know, some lecture on foreign affairs or whatever I
would just pop around the corner and go see it. Which is definitely
something that might not happen at a smaller university. So I think,
I mean, there definitely is a good balance, between the small school
feel and the big school feel, you know. That definitely is there. I guess I
would – maybe this is just, revised expectations, having been here for
four years, you know, like, and maybe because I’m seeing my brother
at a liberal arts college, but sometimes I wish that there was more of
that – not to say that this is bad, but. Just, I don’t know. And I guess it’s
hard to accurately convey that.
Right.
Which, you know. Even the people who work in admissions and are
paid to do that cant get a full handle on it. So
Okay, cool. Um, let’s see. Okay so do you want to look at these? Is there
anything you want to talk about, because I don’t know what to ask. I
don’t want to just go through the whole list, it seems like it wouldn’t work.
Um…. “Do you feel like there’s a typical Tufts student?”
Oh I like that one, yeah!

Ingredients:
6 red peppers, whole
Olive oil
Sugar
2 medium yellow onions, peeled and diced
2 garlic cloves, chopped
2 large Yukon Gold potatoes, diced
3 C chicken stock
2 C heavy whipping cream
Butter
Salt and pepper to taste
1 T ground chipotle pepper
Cilantro, chopped
Parmesan cheese

Though it’s been relatively mild for this time of year here
in New England, a nice warm bowl of soup is always a
sure ticket to happiness. And let’s face it, I’m a soup guy;
soup is just a nice platform for solubilizing a multitude
of flavors. I’m always on the lookout for new soup ideas,
especially ones involving blended vegetables, that I can
spice up. For example, roasted red pepper soup is good,
but making it creamy and adding the smoky essence of
chipotle? Killer.
Place the whole peppers on the foil and brush lightly with
olive oil. Broil on high until blackened on all sides. Peel off
the skins, remove the top, membranes, and seeds, and
coarsely chop the peppers.
In a large pot, cook the garlic and onions with olive oil
and a pinch of sugar for about a minute. Then add the
potatoes and roasted peppers and continue to cook for
about 2 to 3 minutes.
Add chicken stock and bring the mixture to a boil. Then
simmer for about 15 to 20 minutes, stirring occasionally.
Puree the soup in a blender, working in batches if necessary. Return the soup to the pot on low heat and stir in
the heavy whipping cream. Melt in a small bit of butter,
and add the salt, pepper and chipotle powder. Serve warm
topped with cilantro and parmesan cheese.

Ehh… no I don’t think so.

Facial structures, and stuff?

Yeah?

Yeah. So I feel like that’s like, pretty cool
but I also don’t think you could really
do that, at Tufts. Cause, I mean, obviously people are more than what they
look like.

I mean I feel like, you could do one of
those things where it’s like, you know
like a composite of everyone, kind
of thing? You know what I’m talking
about? Like a face-morphing thing, you
know, right?
Hahaha yeah.
National Geographic did this, you
know, like what is the average-looking
person. And so they like took a picture of like a bunch of different people
and then like, weighted it according to,
you know “there are so many Chinese
people in the world,” you know, “black
people in the world,” you know, “Whatever.”
Woah, that’s weird.
Yeah so I mean, for
each pixel, there’s a value, right
Uh huh
And then it’s weighted
by different races and
different, you know,
eyebrow positions and

Mhm.
Um, but. I don’t know, I mean. There
are a lot of Jews. There are a lot of people who are doing IR.
Hahahah
There are a lot of people who do TDC.
But I mean like, I don’t know. There are

definitely people who I have not ever intereacted
with. Never met. Like, I met someone at the Hundred Day’s celebration and I was like, “I have never
even seen you before”
Woah weird.
Like, “do you exist on this campus?” I mean, it’s a
weird time to meet people, a hundred days until
graduation, but you know, that seems to me to indicate there are people who have their own separate
circles, and you know that’s fine. It doesn’t necessarily mean that thet are their own little circle and
don’t talk to anyone, just that our circles have never
overlapped for whatever reason. We’ve never done
the same TDC dance, we’ve never been in the same
classes, you know, whatever. So. I guess… no? No
there is not? Do I feel like I’m a part of a particular
group at Tufts? Uh… no? I mean I don’t really assign myself group membership, period. Like I was
saying earlier, I mean… Jews I guess? I live with the
music director of Shir Appeal and the Hillel President.
I didn’t know that.
So… (laughs). I guess, Jews.
(Laughs)
I mean, I’ve gone to Shabbat dinner probably at leat

25 times over my four years here.

(Laughs) Yeah. Or talk show.

Hahahah

That’s quite a record!

But they are very select group.

Which is more than most Jews can say.
(Laughing) Um, but you know just like, it’s
Friday night, what do you want to do for dinner, oh, they’re all going to Shabbat, okay, I’ll
go too I guess. I kind of like to look to see if
there are any other Asians at Shabbat dinner,
or at like a Shir Appeal concert, and there
usually aren’t any, so (laughs) I don’t know.
But. That’s the only group that I – I definitely
would not consider myself a Jew, but I know
those people through… my friends, I guess?
Is this good or bad… it’s fine.

Yes, oh yes.

That’s very strange. Every time I’ve told
someone about that, they’re just like “…”

Um… a strange moment at Tufts. Oh I don’t
know I have lots of strange moments.
Hahaha
Uh…
(Laughing) “Every day is strange when you’re
me!”

Haha that
is the only
consistant
answer
I
feel like for
all of these
questions;
ever yone’s
like, “Is it
good
or
bad? Eh!”

Yeah. What’s that Doors song? “Everything’s
Strange When You’re A Stranger”?

T h a t ’s
30
minutes a day
for seven
days. And
I feel like
that’s very
strange.
Because
ever yone
that
I’ve
told it to
is just like,
(laughing)
“ W h a t ’s
wrong with
you? Why
would you do that?” and I’m like “It’s for
SCIENCE!”

Mmm. Mhm.

What are you testing?

It’s so great!
It’s so fascinating.

It’s so great.
I just like, I like talking to people!

Okay so there’s a tube, that’s like, maybe
that big in diameter, and you just like –
well they don’t like to go right into the
tube so you have to put them in a bag that’s
like, you cut a corner and then the tube
is at one end and you just like, crumple
the bag so they have nowhere to go except
for inside the tube… and then they have
a cap, like a
wire mesh
cap, so they
can breathe
Hahahah
that’s very
stressful

(Laughs)
This
just
must be so
funny for
you.

I kind of
want to do
this,
just
like, not for a thesis, just like, talk to people.

(Laughing) What do you do to stress out
mice?

Um, yeah. I don’t know, I’ve been caught by
Tomorrow, I have like seven interviews slated TUPD going up Wilson House while pumpone after the other at Starbucks, and I’m just kining…
gonna sit at Starbucks and chat with people
for like, all day. So great. And then I have to (Gasps) You were caught pumpkining?
transcribe them all, which sucks.
Yeah. They just took my ID and, you know,
Right. You also can’t get paid for that, which wrote it down.
kind of sucks.
Haha
You can to get paid for that! it’s called “radio.”
Um… I stress out mice by sticking them into
Or being a talk show host. (Laughs)
plastic tubes; that’s my thesis.

How stress effects, um, biochemical stuff
in the brain and behavioral… stuff.
Ha. Biochemical behavioral stuff. Right.
(laughs) I could have figured that out.
You should write this! I tell people that I
scare mice shitless. And that’s like, the literal truth.
Right. I was going to say, I used to have a
pet mouse, and when they’re stressed out,
that’s pretty much what they do.

They’ll like, shit like crazy! And they pee all
over themselves and sweat. So I have to like,
clean out the tubes and stuff after I stress
them. So it’s like a little, it’s like a little weird.

Yeah, but I have full creative control.

You need to title your thesis “Scaring Mice
Shitless.”

Yeah.

And I’m actually going to start doing that
for nine days in a row, starting tomorrow.
So… that’s definitely a strange moment. Uh,
happy moment… (pause) oh great now it’s
going to seem like I’m not a happy person!
(laughs)
No no! It’s just there are too many to choose!
(laughs)

Tortellini with Marsala/White Wine Mushroom Cream Sauce
Ingredients:
1 package of tortellini
10 or so mushrooms (button or cremini), sliced
½ C marsala
2 garlic cloves, minced
½ medium onion, diced
2 T unsalted butter
½ C dry white wine
1 C heavy whipping cream
10 leaves fresh basil, chopped
½ tsp oregano
Salt and pepper
Parsley
Parmesan cheese

Ah, pasta and pasta sauce, the staple of many a college
diet. I hear people bemoaning their basic pasta dinner all
the time, but it’s really fairly easy to do it up a bit. Sure, the
cream and butter make for a slightly less healthy option,
but given the choice between a good red sauce and a good
white sauce, I’d pick white every time. Especially when
it’s a wonderfully wine-y mushroom cream sauce. Mmm
nomtastic.
Dry saute the mushrooms until they begin to release their
moisture and are slightly browned. Deglaze with marsala
and boil down to a glaze, scraping up any browned bits.
Add the garlic and onions with butter and saute for a few
minutes. Deglaze again, this time with white wine, and
scrape up any browned bits.
Stir in the half of the cream and let the sauce reduce for
about 5 minutes. Add basil and oregano and stir in the
rest of the cream. Season to taste with salt and pepper.
Pour sauce over pasta and sprinkle in parmesan and
parsley.

I know. Um, doing the Pokemon dance was
definitely one of the coolest things I have
done at Tufts. Um, and just like, the roar of
the audience when we like, finished, at the
end of the night, was like actually the loudest thing that I’ve ever heard. It was like, fantastic. That’s definitely something that I’m
proud about.
It was an awesome dance.
I don’t know, times that I’ve, cooked really
good meals. (laughs) Are definitely happy
times. Good meals where I can share them
with people. Cook for people. I actually
kind of wrote about this for my first of my
essays. The shared sense of community that’s
brought about by food.
Ah! Love it.
It’s very hippie-dippie, but
It’s true.
It’s true, yeah. Like, what the fuck else is
there to do in life? Besides

Sad moments… well, last semester was
kind of rough.

The (name witheld) thing, the not feeling
like I could do anything with my research
kind of thing. It was like very, very much
stalled for a while. The, uh, you know.
Well I applied for the Fullbright but now
what the hell am I gonna do, as far as figuring out my post-grad plans. All that
kind of came together, like, all at once. So
that was kind of a bad time.
That happens! I’ve noticed.
Yeah. Yeah.
That whole kind of “when it rains, it pours”
Yeah, they all kind of converge.
It SUCKS.
Well yeah! Like, I’m a better person than
this, I don’t deserve this…
Right! And you are.
Um, but you know. I guess I’m happy now,
I’ve been “in rhythm” – this is my new
philosophy.
I like this.
Of being “in rhythm.” And it’s not, I don’t
know, can I philosophize for a second?
Yes please. I was gonna ask a followup. I
like this. I like this phrase.

Oh my gosh! We should put a recipe in your
viewbook!

Yeah, which is funny, ironic I guess, cause
I’m not very good at keeping the beat
(laughs). But um – oh that’s another thing
I do, I play ukelele…

Oh I could do that.

That’s quite the resumé, sir.

Could you do that?

Yes. No but, “in rhythm,” it’s this new
thing I’ve kind of come up with, it’s more
than… it’s like being happy with like the
pace of life and the things that you are doing in life.

I mean I have a food blog. Whatever you feel
like.
Perfect. Although it’s really whatever you feel
like, is the point.
Yeah, sure.

Okay.
Kind of thing. I don’t know. Like, I guess

part of it is kind of like, from a logistical point of view, like, tomorrow I’m going to
wake up and I’m going to run, and then I’m going to go immediately to work, then I’m
gonna go to a talk, then I’m gonna stress out mice for half an hour…
Haha
And I have an hour between talk one at 10:00 and talk two at, you know, 12:00, and
so during the 11:00 hour is actually the perfect amount of time to do the stress I have
to do, including going to the animal facility and setting up and stressing and coming
back. So I don’t know I guess it’s like, blocking things together is part of it, you know.
Having things, like, getting to the crosswalk right as like, the light turns on, and you
live on a busy street. But the past few weeks I’ve been like walking up, like, right as
the light is about to change, so I just keep on walking through. I don’t know. I’m, you
know, happy with what I’m doing; I’ve, you know, seized on a couple things that I’m
doing, photography, ukulele, whatever – the past few week I haven’t been going in to
work as much because I haven’t had things to do, but I’ve been productive in the time
that I, you know, well. Sometimes productive and sometimes lazy, but you know, it
works for me
Yes.
So I guess it’s just you know confidence in what you’re doing, but not just that, cause
there is something more to it than…
I really like that.
Yeah, so it’s like, I don’t know. I mean I’m not stressed out,
Just stressing out mice.

Name: Charissa
Year: 2012
Major: American Studies
Hometown/Region: New York City (complete with
all of the liberal urban pretention that comes along
with it)
Age: 21
Race: Asian American
Height: 5’5”
Sex: Human
Gender: Female
Sexuality: Straight
Religion: Agnostic
Average Parental Yearly Income: Enough for my parents to pay my absurd Tufts tuition bills and consider
the money well spent for my “personal growth.”
Scholarship/Financial Aid: See above.
Eyes: Brown
Hair: Black
Interests: Sarcasm
Activities: Dreaming
(because sometimes it’s
easier to be a dreamer
than it is to face reality
and all the baggage that
comes with it.)
Political Views: Liberal

If Tufts were going to do a
profile of you, what would
they highlight? What would it
sound like?
In the eyes of Tufts, I am the
quintessential liberal arts
student: an American studies major interested in the
plight of race relations in the
U.S.; a Communications and
Media studies minor who
enjoys talking to professors
and cab drivers alike; a privileged enough student to study
abroad through Tufts in Paris
for a year knowing full well
that French isn’t the most useful of languages today.
Is there a typical Tufts student?
I don’t think there is such a
thing as a typical Tufts student, but I do believe that the
one characteristic that ties us
all together is our quirkiness.
More than just the generic
idea of individuality, every
single Tufts student I have
crossed paths with these past
four years is quirky in some
way or other, and that’s what
I love most.

I’m not under-stressed. I mean, there’s a moderate level of stress, which I think is
good. I don’t know I’m… coming back from my injury, I’m coming off my sickness,
it’s, you know

Do you feel like you’ re part of a particular
group at Tufts?

You got injured?

T3: Tilton 3rd floor, class of 2012.

I have – I’m running the marathon, that’s another thing that I’m doing.

Is this good or bad?

Haha.

Seeing as how many of my closest friends
are from my freshmen floor – as is the case
with a good number of Tufts students – I’d
like to think that we as humans are capable
of forming relationships and/or friendships
with just about anyone as long as we put
aside our preconceived notions and give
them the time of day.

I’m doing too many things, see. See but this is the thing: when you’re in rhythm, you
might be doing too many things but they fit together, right? So, you know, I’m also trying to learn Spanish. But, you know, I haven’t done too much of that recently, but you
know I’m doing other things that I’m okay with so, you know... adjust, right? So I’m in
rhythm. So this is my term. Um. But I injured my foot when I was running, training
for the marathon. Like a month ago.
Ah.
And I’m coming back now and, stronger than ever, I guess. You know.
I like that.

Describe a strange moment at Tufts.
During a Freshmen Orientation panel discussing diversity, one of the moderators
asked: “For how many of you freshmen is
this the most diverse room you have ever
been in?” I laughed aloud when he asked the
question. Looking around the room, I’d say
90% of the room was white. This was easily one of the least diverse rooms I’d ever
been in my entire life. Turning to the guy
next to me, who happened to be a black
student from the Bronx, we both smirked at
how ridiculous the question sounded. And
then, something crazy happened: 75% of the
150 or so students in the room raised their

hands. I was floored. It was at this very moment
that I realized how naïve I had been about Tufts.
Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
Late night conversations with my friends where
everyone weighs in on the topic at hand differently depending on what their major is. Within a
single conversation among an American studies,
a Women studies, a Community health and an
International relations major, we all take on a different perspective that just goes to show how interconnected and interrelated the world truly is.

Name: Mike Lacy
Year: 2012
Major: Biochemistry
Hometown/Region: West Chester PA (Philadelphia
suburbs)
Age: 22
Race: white
Height: 6’1”
Sex: M
Gender: M
Sexuality: heterosexual
Religion: raised Catholic. not much anymore.
Average Parental Yearly Income: $250k
Scholarship/Financial Aid: none
Eyes: brown
Hair: brown
Interests: science, being outside,
biking, hiking, playing music,
listening to music
Activities: research in a chemistry lab, play trumpet in Tufts jazz
big band, used to teach/mentor

Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
Every bias incident, past and present. Beyond that, the dismissal and insensitive
reactions to such bias incidents.
Where is your home at Tufts?
My friends.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
The quirky, unpretentious nature of the
students. The different forms of intelligent
Tufts students possess.
What is the worst thing?
The lack of diversity. Pretending to be a
diverse school that is accepting of all when
in reality this couldn’t be farther from the
truth.
How do you feel about Tufts?

local Somerville Public
School kids on trumpet.
Political Views: not particularly strong political
opinions; somewhat
liberal Democrat if
anything

Bittersweet. Although I think in the end
I have more reasons to love Tufts than to
hate it.
What do you wish you had known before
coming to Tufts?
Diversity is merely a word tossed around
to make our school look good.
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?

Do you feel differently about Tufts now
than you did at the start?

How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?

To separate the way Tufts views its student
body from how we, as real Tufts students,
view ourselves. It’s a journey of self-discovery and possibly a form of written/
creative therapy (I know my American
studies project definitely is for me!)
Do you think I have biases in conducting
this survey?

If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what would they highlight?
What would it sound like?
The fact that I am doing research as an undergrad. It would probably
portray me as an excited, young scientist and highlight how wonderful
Tufts’ opportunities are for research and how it’s been a wonderful
learning experience for me (they would probably not mention that I
joined the largest lab in the Chemistry department, after three other
professors told me they did not have space for another student to join
or wanted somebody better-qualified. A Tufts viewbook would probably also not mention that my advisor is a brilliant-but-somewhat-arrogant guy who I don’t actually get to interact with much).
Is there a typical Tufts student?
I think there are many types, but the most common is probably the political science/IR major who is over-zealous and thinks they can solve
the world’s problems. The typical student thinks a lot more of themself than they probably should. Also a lot of pre-med students who
are more concerned with boosting their resume
than they are about actually knowing things.
Both of these types strike me as somewhat fake
and self-aggrandized.

I have a small group of close friends. I feel loosely connected to several groups but often feel like
I am not an integral part of most of them, and I
feel I’m definitely not part of the majority.

Absolutely.

Why do you think I’m doing this?

I am interested in and like doing lots of things. I plan to go on in a
career in scientific research and am curious and get excited about science. I suppose that makes me a bit of a nerd but I don’t like images
and placing people in a frame. Sometimes I feel like I don’t have a
very strong identity and instead I just do things and have some opinions and make judgments based on what people do and just want
other people to judge me on what I do too.

Do you feel like you’re part of a particular group
at Tufts?

No.

I think much of it is a ploy. Having said
that, Tufts advertises itself just like every
other top university in the country – a diverse, open-minded student body – so this
is fundamentally an institutional problem
with advertising in academia rather than
specific to Tufts.

Describe yourself. Who are you? What do you do?

Is this good or bad?
Both.

Yes, but who doesn’t?
If so, what do you think my biases are?
Let’s be real, you’re an American Studies major.
You know what’s up, Chase!
Why are you involved in this project?
Because this is one of the few times in my Tufts
career where I feel like my voice might actually
mean something more than just a statistic. And
what better way to convey that than with a few
funny/clever comics?

Do you hope to gain something from participating in
this project?
Yes.
If so, what do you hope to gain?
Maybe some peace of mind. And a cool drawing or
two.
Do you have reservations about participating in this
project?
Nope.

Describe a strange moment at
Tufts.
I heard a story of a private meeting
where a professor explicitly supported selecting one student over
another based on her race above
any other considerations. In this
case it was “I want her because
she’s black… just take her, it will
look better” (something along
those words). I didn’t really know
what to think of this. It hit me and

was one of the first times I distinctly felt awkward about racial
diversity, thinking whether it is a thing people do honestly or
if it is something forced, as well as having to question my own
whiteness and feeling a bit guilty about opportunities I’ve had
based on my environment and up-bringing.
For another take on the meaning of a ‘strange’ (and also lending to a ‘happy’) moment, a group of friends went on an outing hiking around the woods in winter once (side note: I never
thought people would be so excited about seeing a real live
deer in the woods, this is pretty normal where I come from…).
We were running around on a frozen reservoir and hacked and
dug a hole in the ice to see how thick it was. At the end of
the day we were walking back through the woods and saw a
downed tree. We thought it would be fun to take this tree back
out onto the reservoir and plant it in the middle of the ice in
our hole we had dug. It was just a great, strange, fun moment
propping this tree up in the middle of the ice.
Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
As I look back, most of the ‘happy moments’ I would think of
really have don’t have much to do with being at Tufts. They
happened here but were due to people I’ve been with so I suppose that’s a product of being at Tufts. In that case I guess
the happiest thing for me has been meeting people that I can
connect with and identify with and enjoy being with.
Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
Most of my best friends were gone abroad junior year and I
didn’t have a lot of people to enjoy being with.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
There’s a wide range of people and of things to do. I don’t feel
forced to be in a group I don’t want but there are also enough
opportunities to find the kinds of people and things I want.
What is the worst thing?
The feeling of over-sensitivity toward political correctness –
sometimes to a point of stifling, or contrived reverse- or anti___-ism. I think there is also a difference between the idealized typical image and the range of experiences people do
have.
Sometimes (a lot of times) I feel like the world (and Tufts)
would work a lot better if people were just more real and honest and truthful and sincere
How do you feel about Tufts?
Ambivalent. I am happy that I have had some good experiences but also I dislike the ‘typical’ student and am glad to
consider myself not one of them. I think I pick and choose the
parts of Tufts that I associate with. It’s been good but I am
ready to graduate and leave.

What do you wish you had known before coming to Tufts?
In a way I am happy that I didn’t know a lot of things before coming to Tufts; I’ve been able to form ideas as I go along and define
my own perspective. I realize the way I think about a lot of things
has changed since I came here and I think that change was
good for me.
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
No.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at the start?
Yes.
If so, what is different?
I felt much more excited and optimistic about things as a freshman. Now I feel like I’ve learned and grown up a bit and want
something else.
I think Tufts and a lot of the people here try too hard to present
an image and I want something more real.
How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?
idealized
Why do you think I’m doing this?
To be realistic and honest and get away from this idealized image people might have
Why are you involved in this project?
think I am not the ‘typical’ student, and also I don’t consider
myself to be the way Tufts would probably try to present me.
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this project?
yes
If so, what do you
hope to gain?
Thinking about
these things myself and seeing
what other people really have to
say about their
experiences
in
such an honest
setting.

Good.

That’s fine!

We can tell the difference

Okay. SHIT!

Okay.

Good!

Paraphrase whatever you want. I mean if you’re going to
write it down it’s paraphrasing. I’m going to stop saying
theory.

Okay. I just have to, I just have to remember. We
said that I was thinking of all these groups that I
could put Garrett in, but like the groups that I would
put him in, it would even be really true, um, and
to make, like I’d have to show him doing something
instead of, or saying something instead of just being
something or like, being an image, and then – I’ll
remember what all this means Hahaha – and then,
um, we also concluded that for me, because Garrett
and I are kind of coming from, like, similar theoretical positions and even like, um, not always but uh,
like, raced positions or something

No, SHIT!

Okay, now it’s recording, FUCK! FUCK FUCK

No! Okay. So, hold on (picks up and speaks into recorder)
Audio notes: we talked about how I would caricature Garrett, we… concluded

It didn’t get recorded. Good! We’re starting off with loss.

That was a really good conversation!

Fuck!

Yeah it was a really great conversation, that’s why I’m really upset! Okay, we – we thought we were recording

It didn’t get recorded and I’m happy.

It’s good, though, it’s good! It’s good that we started with
that. I asked you if it was recording and you said yes.
Ughh this is so terrible. This is great. Alright well I’m
gonna ask permission to paraphrase that last bit

Draw a, draw a comic of us talking about it. Because that
could be, how
I will

Social identities
Social identities, that it’d be very difficult for me to
like, mock Garrett, ever, because… you’ll remember
why, and you’ll articulate it later, and then we discovered that it wasn’t recording also we talked about
Jason Leach a lot. OKAY! (under her breath) fuuuck.

Name: Garrett Gilmore
Year: 2012
Major: English/Philosophy
Hometown/Region: Chapel Hill, NC
Age: 21
Race: White
Height: 6’4”
Sex: Male
Gender: Cis
Sexuality: Heterosexual
Religion: Atheist w. Baptist Upbringings
Average Parental Yearly Income:
$250,000+?
Scholarship/Financial Aid: $500/yr from
National Merit Scholarship Foundation
Eyes: Blue
Hair: I say Blond but the state says Brown
Interests: Hah
Activities: Hah
Political Views: Hah
Right. So if Tufts was going to do a profile of me

can give to the school.
Hahaha Okay.
Cause it would be – it would be … taking values
that you learn in class and trying to apply them to
the way you live in a way that isn’t, like, blatantly
obvious. Like, not in terms of like, taking a class on
American politics and then getting an internship
on a campaign, but like, taking a class that’s like,
like an English class
Hahaha
Then like, radically changing the way you see the
world. Like – it seems like that’s the sort of impact
that like, academia should have on people? But often doesn’t, I don’t think?
Mhm.
And yeah. I think they wouldn’t talk about that.
They would – the way it would go would be like,
“interested in Women’s Studies, and also is like active at the Women’s Center!”
Hahaha Yeah.

Right.

Like, “Look at this man who’s presumably straight
who like, does feminism at Tufts!”

What would they highlight.

Yeah, yeah.

Yes.
They would highlight… my, my origin? They would…
y’know. I think that would be one of the things that would
mark me for inclusion but not something they would play
up, y’know. If they had like, a group of candidates they’d
think, “huh! Geographical diversity.” Which is fine, I don’t
care about that. Um (long pause) there’s (sigh) I might do
something that I wrote today, which was really exciting, or
that I read, and then wrote about, but – um. (clicks tongue)
what would they highlight? Okay. So they would talk about
… maybe what I would like them to, say
Okay.
I’m going to think about myself in the most positive spin I

They’d be like “Garrett also is the like, blog editor
for the radio station!”
Hahaha
Which gets in the fact that there is a radio station at
the school, and that there’s like, blogs at the school
and people are like, tech-savvy. Um. And then, and
then they would show there are on-campus jobs by
talking about the fact that I work at the Rez, which
is student-owned and run organization, which
they would be happy about too, um. And then…
yeah that would be it I guess.
Mhm. That’s good. I think that’s accurate. Having
worked for Admissions.
I’m trying to think of what else I do on campus that
they would care about. they wouldn’t talk about
Jumbo Janitor Alliance. They would not talk about
labor activism.
Hahaha
Yeah. I think that’s what they would do.
Okay. um. Yeah okay we’re going to have to go back
to how I’m gonna structure this now. So, I think
what I’m gonna do – I just have to tell myself right
now – god I’m so caffeinated – so, so well do it with
a transcription – it’s going to have to start off with
a text transcription of us losing the tape, verbatim,
and then go into a straight – yours might be the only
straight comic, I’ll just do it like, a panel
My whole interview’s going to be a comic?
No no no, the paraphrase part is going to be a huge
comic.
Okay

Um, and then we’ll go into – if I want to use a transcription I’ll use that transcription.
Do you know, um, “Get your war on?”
You showed it to me! It’s hilarious.
Yeah I imagine it being a lot like that, just like two
stock images of us like, shot-reverse-shot Hahaha
(Hahaha That would be awesome. I might have to do
that. Though it would be… stifling.
Anyway.
Anyway, just had to bracket, because I had the thought.
Do you want me to keep going?

Hahaha So no, so your answer to “is
there a typical Tufts student?” is “’typical
Tufts student’ cannot be predicated, and
therefore, the question, under extreme
nominal” –
No it can be! No. Ordinary language allows us to predicate things of generalities like that.
Oh, okay.
That doesn’t mean there’s a concrete or
like, singular, one.
Right.

Yes.

It means, you know. There could be a
mean, I mean, a median Tufts student.

Is there a typical Tufts student?

Hahaha

(long pause)

But. That would be statistics and I
don’t… do math. Um. This is a … wait.
Let the record show that this wall is really cool? Because it looks like wood,
because it has like wood patterning?
Cause it’s brown.

We talked about this question in my metaphysics class
today.
Really?
We talked about the category mistake of using terms
like “average” or “typical,” right? As a way of refuting
this stupid school of thought called “extreme nominalism”? It says that there are no such thing as properties? That like there are only like concrete particular
substances, and like, redness is like not a universal
thing, that to like, say it is is like, wrong. Which is like
probably realytrue, to some extent. But, but if it’s the
way that ordinary language works, it isn’t true, at all.
Um, and one of the things is like, one of the arguments
is like, you cant like, predicate something of the adjective, because that means it’s like, true, so like, that
exists. For the statement about the adjective, for the
quality to be true, it would have to exist. So it would
be like, the redness is – red is a color, right? This is true
but nominalists would say that’s false, because red is
not a thing that can be predicated, of.

It’s made of wood.

Right.

You should be.

Like things can’t be predicated of red.

It’s also – I thought you were gonna
point out that the room is oddly shaped.
In that it does not, it does not only have
three corners.

Right, yeah. Okay.
And, one of the counterarguments we did was like, a
sentence that was like “the average American woman
has 1.7 kids.” Right? Like the average American woman is not like, a concrete, particular thing but that’s
like, that sentence is still like, true.
Right.

Is it?

Yeah? I lived in Houston, but not big
time. let’s see…

Yeah.

I think that, you friend Audrey, I think
I killed her in Assassins.

(Laugh) Okay I thought it wasn’t. It’s
got tiny holes in it.

Really?! I forget who killed me in Assassins; I was out early.

Yeah the acoustics in this room is perfect
to not record in.

I got her in the dining hall, I threw the
sock at her and it landed in her soup.

(beat)

I remember this!

Hah!

And then I threw another one at her
and it hit her.

I’m angry at myself.

Hahaha It is an oddly shaped room. No,
a typical Tufts student? Typical?
Yeah.

Hahaha She was not pleased!
I was in the final three.

Okay I’m gonna see what I say and then
you’re gonna fact-check my answers?
Yes I am.
So I think that I operate in a circle that
is sort of like, straddling, uh…
Don’t look at my face (laughs, hides behind sketchbook)

Ohmigod that’s the word.

I don’t know who that is.

That Jason said?

Me neither.

He he he had almost that exact same description. He said “alternative with lots
of bourgeois values.”

I didn’t know you lived in Houston!

Yeah.

Right, because – um Hahaha I wanted to, show off a
little bit.

Oh yeah. Big time.

Will you please?

Yeah. Ooo.

Yeah.

Nick.

I got lazy. I got careless.

Not a thing.

But that is a potentially true statement.

He expanded?

Who got you?

Really?

So like, the average Tufts student is like

Hahaha Right.

Hahaha He did.

The more conventional Tufts student.
Uh, you know. Your more like, middleof-the-road white students? Uh. But
then also on the outside of that, in
terms of values and the way that they
live. I think my friends are much more
alternative…

If I can make this text reference itself, to
something that’s already outside of the
text based on the failure of our technology, I would agree with Jason’s description that that is the, if not typical, ideal
Tufts experience. I. Something along
those lines. You know, maybe they had
a Haskell suite, maybe that’s just Jason
idealizing Houston because he lived in
Haskell and me idealizing Haskell because I lived in Houston.

Or like that statistic is probably not true

Did Jason not?

(laughter) Jason answered this one so
I want to know if you have similar answers. Do you feel like you’re part of a
particular group at Tufts?
Yes.
Uh, do you want to expand on that?

Yeah. That’s right. Cause we’re not like
Crafts Center people. We’re not even
really, like… (sigh). I feel a deep affinity
with Arts Haus, except I feel like people
from Arts Haus are way more out of
control than I am and my friends are, if
that makes sense.

dle class of of of Tufts students that we
sort of fall under.
The petty bourgeois of Tufts.
Exactly.
Hahaha I want to put those – I’ll send
you an email, verbatim, of what he said,
and what you said. Because they’re very
very similar. And my next question is, is
it good or bad? That you feel that you’re
part of a group.
Is it good that I feel it or is the group
good?
Both. He answered “is the group good”; I
meant it “do you feel.”
The group’s fine.
Hahaha
The group that I operate in to me is
like, the target audience of Portlandia.
To put it that way. (beat) Also I think if
you like – I’m gonna think about this in
terms of NBC shows. Comedy Thursday shows.
Good. I hope I’m Tina Fey.
I’m gonna put this on a scale of The Office to Community.
Okay.
Right? Where Parks and Rec is in the
middle. And we’re disregarding 30
Rock because it’s sort of gotten out of
hand at this point.

It does, it does.

Hahaha

Um. I think there’s sort of a large mid-

Most people at Tufts are The Office.

No no no no I feel like I’ve gotten – the
classes that I’ve taken, and the people
that I’ve met, have forced me to critically
engage in ways I had not done in high
school. And I think that’s the best thing
about Tufts. Which is kind of the people,
but “the people” to me seems like kind of
a cop out answer and everyone is saying
“the people”!

Right? Had a good run, but, you know.
Hahaha
Not most people. There are some people at Tufts who
are The Office. There are some people who are Community. Which is a great show, but a little off-the-wall
sometimes. Right? But then there’s Parks and Rec,
which is like, the sweet center of, of that. Right? That
like, that travels both the worlds of The Office and
Parks and Rec, or, and and Community, right?
Haha This analogy is so perfect for me but I’m not sure –

Nice.
And we covered “Flavor of the Week” by… I can’t
remember who it’s by. You know what I’m talking
about? “Her boyfriend, he don’t know anything
about her / He’s too stoned / He’s too stoned / I wish
that I could make her see / She’s just the flavor of
the week”?
I’ve – I mean, I know what you’re referencing.
Anyway so we played that, song, it’s a fun song.

Hahaha Well done.

Yeah.

That answer was different than Jason’s. Who said “It’s a
good group but it’s not ideal.” End statement.

Yeah. Yeah.

Alright, these ones are really dumb, and he rejected all
of them. Describe a strange moment at Tufts.

Thaaat’s weird.
Right? Well I was singing it too so I just started
screaming into the microphone. Well I changed some
of the lyrics to be about consent, and getting consent,
and then at the bridge part where he goes into falsetto
in the original I just screamed it, and the room pretty
much cleared out it was awesome it was like, so powerful.

A lot of people can identify with Parks and Rec from
both the worlds of The Office and people who watch
Community because it’s likem sort of like subversive
in a way for network television, um. But I identify with
that Parks and Rec group. And is it good, to identify
with that? Maybe. It’s easy to.

Ha.

“Creep” and that made me really angry,

And like all these dudes that were there were like
freaking out, and like, loving it! And I was like “I
associate this song as it’s like written about people…
like you. Right?

And the fact that you identify so strongly with this,
it – (laughing) or that I’m reading you as identifying
so strongly with this, like

It was good. I was also really drunk and I fell over
twice, immediately afterwards
Less great.
Yeah, so. That was fun! That was a weird expericne.
The other two are “describe a happy moment” and “describe a sad moment.” They’re really dumb questions.
Some of them are pretty good =
That was a happy and sad moment.

What does it mean? What does “the
people” mean? Cause it’s not selfidentification. Cause when you say “the
people,” you’re saying not me. Are you?
That’s a bold statement.
Well, no, because you’re a people at
Tufts.

Yeah. Almost every one.
But then if the people are the best thing,
then they’re also the worst thing. And
I’m gonna let that sink in. No, I think
that… whatever is good about Tufts
is also good about American society
in general, and whatever is bad about
Tufts is also bad about American society in general. Uh. Maybe we… have
more time to think about things that
make people into better people. Which
is nice. There’s a level of comfort in
being provided for that gives you the
space to like, not be an asshole. Um.
So excited to graduate!
What does that mean?

(Laughing) Number twelve is “how do
you feel about Tufts?” which I should really just strike from the record.
Yeah.
But sometimes it gets me good responses.
You don’t have to answer that one, because that’s what we’re kind of talking
about.
I feel ready to leave.
Yeah? That’s good; that’s where you’re
supposed to be.

Right, right. Alma Mater.

Also fun fact, almost every single interview I’ve done so far has had the word
“narcissism” in it.

Hahaha That’s right. Hm. Yeah! Um,
okay.

Not to take… stupid analytic philosophy classes. Hahaha

Also … (sigh) this is gonna be weird.
This thing happens to me a lot where,
where lights switch from being on or
off when I walk underneath them? And
that makes me really uncomfortable all
the time and makes me feel threatened.

You should do one of these for Jackson
College Hahaha

Hahaha

Yeah. There’s one in particular by Curtis.

Um, no. But yeah. What do I wish I
knew! I wish I knew how to dress myself better freshman year.

Yeah. There’s – there’s like four or five
lights that I could like, walk to right
now and point to and say this one does
it every time. um. And it just like… that
makes me feel unsafe. But that’s… for a
while I thought it had to do with something like electromagnetic interference,
or something. Like, my brainwaves
were like at a certain like, a certain frequency, that triggered the machines. Or
something. (Starts laughing) But I don’t
think brainwaves work that way.

Good! That’s awesome.

Hahaha. Kay.
Um… (long pause) it’s not one thing
that I wish I knew before coming
to Tufts, but I learned to like eggs
at Tufts, and I wish I had liked
them my whole life because they are
amazing.

Most of my memories are both of those things.

I’m really glad that I made it through
Tufts without getting a gluten intolerance!

Yeah that was weird!

I did. I think on like, a different emotional, register.
Right?

That means you’re paying attention. Um. Where is your
home at Tufts? See some of these are like, admissions
questions.

Hahaha I hope that guy’s still at large.

One that goes beyond pure joy or like, you know?

Yeah.

(sound of Chase playing the song off youtube)

And I also wonder what he does about other schools.
“I’m from Wesleyan.” “You’re okay.”

The weirdest part was that this one dude was wearing like, a Dirk Navinsky jersey and like an arm
sleeve, and that was his costume, was just like, wearing a basketball jersey and I was just like.

Um, a strange moment that I’ve experienced at Tufts?
(beat) A strange… Tufts story… Let me think of some
of the more surreal moments that I’ve experienced.
Better.
(long pause)
One of them was when my band played at the Zeta
Psi Halloween party? It was very surreal. Okay I’m
gonna distil this into the – so we were onstage wearing
nothing but briefs, playing, with fake blood all over
out bodies.

Hahaha
He was like, going nuts though and he loved it and
it was just like, so weird, and like, what do I do here
that’s like different than everyone like, how does the
same environment produce such wildly different experiecens?
mmm. (beat) That is a strange moment.
Also people were making out when we played

(affecting valley girl accent) “Ohmigod the best thing
is the people….”
Hahaha people have said that!
I said it like that, but I also meant it.
So many people say that!
Right, I mean like, what else is there to say? If you say
the food is better than the people here, then you’re an
asshole!
I don’t know, I think the capacity to critically think that
I’ve garnered at Tufts has been the best thing about
Tufts.
Hahaha Your personal capacity is the best thing at
Tufts?!

Yeah.

Hahaha Number thirteen! What do you
wish you had known before coming to
Tufts?

speaks to like the way that I engage with music at
like, a different level, or like, a different way, right?

Hahaha What is the best thing about Tufts? And what’s
the worst thing?

Ech.

That means like, the comfort that we feel
being provided for is soon to go away.

A strange moment at Tufts. Uh (long pause) one
strange moment was like, that time (laughing) that
guy got punched in the face? Somebody asked him he
was a Tufts student, and he got punched in the face?

Yeah, yeah.

Um, yeah. Yes. A few times like, I don’t
know. Like people that yelled stuff at
me. Sometimes from windows, mostly
fraternities.

Right, it’s either profoundly narcissitic
or it’s avoiding looking narcissitic by
saying everybody else. Which is then
sort of plays back into it.

That’s a pretty good answer. I learned
I was allergic to eggs at Tufts. So sad.

Mhm. (beat). Where is your home? At Tufts?

Um. Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
And if yes, when?

Yeah not like unsafe but just like, really
uncomfortable.

Yeah, I was gonna say, you kind of answered it.

That’s a weird moment at Tufts that wouldn’t get into
the regular viewbook. Hahaha

Yeah like, I am actually thankful that
that didn’t happen.

I feel like I’m ready to leave but I also
don’t want to leave. I feel like I want to
leave but I’m also not ready to leave.
Hahaha

Hahahaha

Hahaaha; you said “level.”

A lot of people – that happens to a lot
of people!

(Cracks up again) I don’t think so. I’m
not even sure what you mean by “brainwaves”!
Hahaha – I took “Big Bang to Mankind,” we didn’t get that far. Did you
know that this class right now is called
“Physics for Humanists?”!

I really wanted to take that! That was
something I wanted to take when I was
like, applying to Tufts. I was like, “Oh
they have this? I’m going to take this.”

yes.

For humanists!

Mhm.

I never did, I was like, “dammit!”

Um, my place in the world. (Long
pause). I guess.

Why not just call it “For Nonmajors.”
I’m not a humanist.
It’s just, so awesome. My friend thinks
that that phenomenon is – she calls them
“burglar lights,” and they’re just the opposite of like, those motion-sensitive
lights that are supposed to prevent burglaries, and they just made like, a big
mistake and reversed it accidentally,
and Tufts was like “oh we’ll get these for
cheap, they turn off when people walk
by! They’re no money, because they’re
fucked up lights” and so that’s why.

My answer is yes. I think I feel like, different about myself?

How do you feel about the way Tufts
advertises itself? For example, this.
(Throws Garrett a Tufts pamphlet
I feel – (leafing through pamphlet)
Basically the question is, do my work for
me.
I mostly feel sad about it.
Yeah?

I’ve –

I feel bad that we work so hard to make
this image, right?

I don’t think that’s right though.

Yeah

I did some research into it, um – I forget like, what the, there’s a name for
it. There’s an official name that people
have done – by “people” I mean “paranormal investigators”

That like isn’t really accurate, right? Or,
like. Oh it’s Noah! Hah. Right? Like,
what are these pictures? What is that?
That’s creepy.

Hahaha
Have done research into. Some of those
people work at Duke! Duke actually has
like, a center for paranormal research
Hahaha Duke’s getting more and more
appealing.
It’s actually something I’m interested in
doing there.
Uh huh.
And … for about fifteen minutes last
year, I considered trying to compose
a Summer Scholars project to research
that.
Really?
Yeah.
That’s awesome.
To research it as like phenomenon and
also to like, find like where on campus
it happens. And like, map it. And like,
get interviews and data and stuff. But I
didn’t have like (laughing) the methodological tools to do that –
(Laughing) How would you standardize
this?
I didn’t.
That’s awesome. Okay. That’s really funny. Do you feel differently about Tufts
now than you did at the start? If so, what
is different? Because most people answer

(Long pause)
Look the poster in the background says
“BYOB”
Hahaha! That’s funny.
Right, like, like this is a very glossy
thing – oh, Lilly! I mean like, I mean
higher education is such a market,
right, its such an industry that I understand why it happens but it makes
me feel really… (long pause) this also
makes me feel like I didn’t do enough,
to take advantage of Tufts resources,
or something. Right? When in reality
it’s impossible to even know what that
would even look like. Um. People, people like, touch a lot, in these pictures.
Much more than they do in real life.
That’s one thing that’s sort of, I don’t
know, that. They’re very close. (leafs
through) Hahaha I guess there’s only
one picture where people are touching!
Haha
And that’s more than in real life.
So, so – when I was applying to schools,
they had these panels, that I went to,
where these people who were first-semester, like, come back from school and talk
about their experience
Yeah
And the girl who went to BU, she was
the only one who went to the East Coast,
and she was like ‘You guys,” – she’s like
this, blonde, surfer chick – “No one hugs.
No one hugs back there, there are no

hugs.” Hahaha People were like, freaked
out.
It’s weird, that’s like, different than my
experience here.
Yeah!

Sweet!
Let the record show we are good!
Hahaha Um. Yeah. They’re like, totally
different questions. He was like “let’s do
that,” and I was like “yeah okay”

Me and my friends are very like, Hahaha physically intimate? Which – I don’t
know if that’s like, the norm here?

Can we do a game right now?

I have not found that people don’t hug,
at Tufts.

I’m gonna read the majors, and we’re
gonna say if we know people in the
majors.

But I go home and like… I like, can’t
like, touch my friends (cracks up)
which seems like, so weird to say! But
I can’t! Like, I hold hands with my
friends here and stuff like that! And I
couldn’t do that at home! It’s not something to get like, worked up about but
it’s like, sometimes it’s nice to just like,
hold someone’s hand when you’re like –
Agreed.
Um. I don’t know. What question are
we even answering? Right

Sure!

Inside the what?
Apparently there are eight Inside the Actor’s Studio questions? That are just like,
“What’s your favorite word,” “What’s
your least favorite word”…
I’m good.

Yeah. Like if you have equal rating for
each sport’s uh, um, like how far you
get in the post season. So that’s like,
that’s interesting. I guess they won lacrosse that year.

I’m interested in your thoughts. I’m
looking to further think about things
I’m interested in, and this gives me a
way to do it.

That’s okay. I don’t know the epigraphs.
It’s fine.

If they start burning books, that’ll be
your book.

Do you know this?

Yeah. That – can we talk about Farinheight 451?

Oh, yeah.
And I think that softball and field hockey also go to nationals or something

Do you know it all the way?

It’s a good closing – it’s a good way to
close off my time at Tufts. Not an end,
but a closure, if you will. (Burps) Excuse me. Let the record show.

I don’t think so.

Anthropology.

Hooray!

Um, I want to get a pdf copy of this.

Yes.

“It is the only college mascot found in
Webster’s dictionary!”

(Pause) Okay.

Applied Physics. No.
Yes.

No.
Archeology.
Yes.
Gavin.
Kevin McDonald.
Don’t know him. Oh yeah wait I know
him! Architechtual Studies – yes.
[WE DO THIS FOR EVERY MAJOR
AND IT TAKES HALF AN HOUR]
Why is there a minor in “Roman Archeology”?
I don’t think that’s – that cannot be true!
Anyway so we just, blew the lid offa
this!
That was a fun game.
(looking through pamphlet) Woah, really?
What?
Tufts varsity athletics program placed
sixth among 310 Division Three
schools in the 2009-2010 Sports directors bracket.
I did not know that.
That’s exciting! For me. That means like

That is a tour guide fact! It’s a great fact.
Haha “both vegetarians and meat-lovers alike will love the menu at our oncampus dinging venues”
Hahaha “I’d describe myself as a ‘meatlover’” Hahaha Okay. We have like, a
few more questions if you want to, like
keep doing this.
Yeah! Can we get into more meta-discussion?
Yeah, that’s my favorite part. I mean, the
questions that are coming up are actually a little more meta, so.
Good.
Uh, so. Why do you think I’m going this?
Um (beat) Narcissism.
You are correct sir! Do you think I have
biases in conducting this survey?
Yes.
If so, what do you think my biases are?
You’re trying to atone for your past,
something that’s impossible to do.
Hahaha Catholic guilt. Um, why are you
involved in this project?
Why am I involved in this project?
Yes.
Because it gives me an hour that I have
to talk for, and get recorded, which is
fun. Hahaha
Hahaha That’s what most people are
saying! “I like to talk…”

Yeah.

Cool.

Hahaha Yeah.

Really? I thought he had Engineering.

Hahaha Were we on point? That’s really
fine. Um. Like, legit I did one interview
where the guy was like “I don’t want to
do the questions, I want to do the Inside
the Actor’s Studio questions” and then
we did that for an hour.

(Laughing)

“Sporting News and Sports Illustrated
rank Jumbo as one of the country’s
most unique mascots!”

You answered it quite well; that was
thorough.

If, if that were – well, I’m looking at this
from an academic philosophy standpoint – if that were the truth, we would
not have a philosophy department.
There certainly would not be… friggin… comp theory stuff. (Beat) So sick
of theory. Anyway. Anyway! Hahaha
Gettin off point.

Really?

American Studies.

Ben Yu! And Sawyer.

(under breath) False!

And then I think about it as I’m like,
waking up.

This is kind of the same question, but do
you hope to gain something from this
project? And if so, what do you hope to
gain?

Right.

“Tufts was never cut off from the real
world. I was touched by a school that
shared my desire to connect with the
world, not become estranged from it”

(Clears throat) Ahem. I don’t, I don’t
think I know the epigraphs.

Field hockey did something, yeah.

Sawyer?

Oh my project is going to have so many
disembodied quotes.

I like, I like to push you, (cracks up) on
things

Okay!

Tufts advertising.

What are these like, disembodied
quotes from?

we had like the sixth best overall, like,
athletic department.

(Pause filled with laughter)
Um, I don’t know.
Monetary compensation…?
I do hope to get a pdf copy of this.
I hope to be able to provide one.
[TANGENT]
Um, do you have reservations about
participating in this project? Because we
have established that you are invincible
in terms of

Okay. How much do you know?
I’m going to try to figure it out, I’m going
to mouth along with you!
“Let us go then, you and I / when the
evening is spread out against the sky/”
(laughing) “like a patient etherized
upon a table / let us go, through certain half-deserted streets / muttering
retreats / restless nights of one-night
cheap hotels / in sawdust restaurants
with oyster shells / streets that follow
like a tedious argument / of insidious
intent / to lead you to an overwhelming question: / oh do not ask, what is it
/ let us go and make our visit. / In the
room, the women come and go / talking of Michelangelo / The yellow fog
that rubs its back upon the windowpanes / the yellow smoke that rubs its
muzzle on the window-panes / licked
its tongue into the corner of the evening ./ lingered upon pools that stand
in drains / let fall upon its back the soot
that falls from chimineys / slipped by
the terrace, made a sudden leap / and
seeing that it was a soft October night
/ curled once about the house, and fell
asleep.” And… no.

Yeah, Sure.
It’s stupid!
Okay yeah, but, so, for ten-year-old
Chase, who really liked dystopian science fiction, it was awesome.
Right, but – the thing to me is that I
fundamentally disagree with, um, well
okay. two things. One sort of leads
the other one chronologically but it’s
much more pertinent.
Okay.
Ray Bradbury said, recently = is he
dead?
No he’s just really old.
He said
Isn’t he like – what’s his politics, ‘cause
He’s like really conservative! He said
That makes me SO SAD.

Kind of.

You’ve gotten to the part that’s just familiar now.

He said his message was like “people
read that story wrong.” He’s like “I
wasn’t saying that like, like conservative people ar going to like kil culture
– I think people who are like, too, like,
libaeral and tolerant and want big government will sort of like, defeat these
like, great works because like, not everyone would have produced them.

Hahaha

“And indeed there will be time…” um.

Yeah, he’s – Farenheight 451 really is –

No but really. “No,” is that your answer?
I answered for you. Do you have reservations?

Um… ahh….

I think he blamed it specifically on gay
people, too.

I’m invincible. I’m above the project.
Hahaha

I mean I have reservations about like.
Well like, I – going into this I was going to hold myself to a high standard
of commentary, like, to give good answers? Uh, I don’t know if I’ve quite
done that. I don’t know if I’m – was as
snarky as I wanted to be, maybe. But
maybe I was.
There was a fair amount of snark…

No, “And indeed there will be time / for
the yellow smoke that slides along the
street / rubbing its back along the window-panes / there will be time, there
will be time to prepare a face for the
faces that you meet / there will be time
to murder and create / time … time for
all the… time for all the days and works
of hands / that lift and drop a question
on your plate. / a time for you and a
time for me … That’s as far as I know.

Can I – can I = can I tell you how much
of, uh, The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock I’ve memorized?

That’s pretty damn good. And all of
that’s… sounds right to me. You got past
the part that I know and went into the
part that I just like, know

You can.

Vaguely

Alright. Ready?

Right, but can’t access. That was pretty
good!

I’m ready!

Yeah. I wake up and then I read a line.

Yeah he’s like, he’s like a dick.
Yeah.
Yeah he wants that’s story to be about
– but it won’t be like that, for me! It’s
about censorship! But he wants it to be
about losing the cannon.
Right to like, television, or like populist
Right like, populist culture. And I am
so against … the cannon.. . that like –
cause Chris and I have had huge discussions about the cannon, actually, and
like, the value of the cannon. And like,
what it means to make a cannon and
like, Harold Bloom, like, I realy don’t
like Harold Bloom. But. Like, Bradbury
is talking about that. but his book is
talking about the value of literature and

how it’ll save the world. (sigh)
It’s not. Because it doesn’t even become literature. It just becomes people who
are like, privileged. Right? Like one person knowing all of like Don Quixote like,
doesn’t accomplish anything.
It does if Don Quixote doesn’t exist anywhere else.
Why?
Because, that’s a story that teaches people about a certain way of being a human.
That’s valuable. It makes you think in different ways, just like theory makes you
think in different ways.
Yeah but one person knowing it doesn’t do anything!
But the whole point is that one person tells a whole bunch of other people, isn’t
it? Don’t they all establish like a whole oral history library thing and these people
just like
No! The idea is that one person lives, sort of like, the memory of the book!
That’s dumb.
Yeah it’s stupid. He’s also the one who wrote that other fucking short story that
like, even bothered me in 8th grade when we read it. It’s about like a society
where everyone has to be equal, right, and so what they do if you’re above normal, like, strength or whatever is they like, weigh you down with like, weights
and stuff so that everyone has to like, move and do stuff at the same pace and
like, there’s this one – so the story – there’s this one dude who’s really smart and
really strong and stuff and he has like, chains around his legs and stuff and he has
a thing, he has like a chip in his head which if he like, thinks to fast or gets like,
too … too like, smart, right, it like, zaps him and he loses his thought
Mmm.
And he’s like, watching TV, or something, and it’s like, a ballet, or something,
and there’s this woman dancing and he has like the most hideous mask on and
so he thinks “oh she has this ugly mask on she must be like the most beautiful,
woman, ever.” And it’s just like about him, and like.
Hmm.
It’s stupid.
Now look what you’ve done.
Yeah.
It sucks when things you valued as a kid turn out to be evil.
Yeah.
(sigh) But yeah.
The next line of Prufrock that I get to do is like, “time for decisions that, like…”
Is “coffee spoons” soon?
No that’s later. Can we look it up?
Yeah. (checks computer) Ah! No! no we cant!
Is it dead?
Fuck! No, we can’t we cannot. Although, we’ve been recording for like, 55 minutes.
I actually need to go.
Okay. Cool.

Name: Kristen (Anne, if you want my middle
name) Davenport
Year: 2012
Major: Biochemistry
Hometown/Region: Ancramdale, NY (upstate
NY)
Age: 21
Race: Caucasian
Height: 5’ .25” (the quarter inch counts)
Sex: F
Gender: Female? Is that a gender? This all
confuses me.
Sexuality: Heterosexual
Religion: Methodist, technically. But I go to Reformed (Jewish) services at Hillel every Friday.
:) I consider that more of a pasttime.
Average Parental Yearly Income: ~$80,000
Scholarship/Financial Aid: ~$25,000/year
Eyes: Two (just kidding, they are brown)
Hair: Blond (strawberry, to be precise)
Interests: Oh geez... agriculture, infectious
disease, global health, SCIENCE, cows, dairy
products, public speaking, volleyball, piccolo
Activities: JumboCast, Admissions Senior
Intern, Student Ambassador (interview alumni),
work for alumni relations, tutor through LCS,
intramural volleyball on and off, pep band...
that’s about it
Political Views: very moderate, but probably on
the democrat side (definitely for this election
cycle...)
There are lots of ways it could – like, do you know Garrett
Gilmore? Yesterday we were doing an interview and we
talked for like an hour and a half and we had like, a super interesting discussion, and then a half hour into it we
realized we weren’t even recording any of it and I was like
“dammit!” So I’m just going to paraphrase it. So you’ve seen
these Viewbooks.
Yeah.
So it’s basically the model we’re working with. But it’s kind of
no holds barred. So it’s whatever, um, working within that
style to kind of rethink a lot of stuff, which is kind of the deal.
So what I’m telling everyone – what I think is helpful, for
what I’m trying to accomplish here – is that the two big questions we are trying to answer are “What do you want people
to know about Tufts?” and “What do you want people to
know about you at Tufts?” So those are our two big questions. So, if you want to just talk, we can do that… some
people like when I just go through the questions and we do it
that way, if there’s a particular thing you want to talk about,
or a story you want to tell… however you want to frame
it. Another way to kind of think about maybe is like, “how
would Tufts profile me.” And you’ve kind of, like
Been there.
Been there, right, so if you wanted to work with that.
Okay. I think it’s going to be interesting trying to turn off

the tour guide.
Right, right. And you don’t necessarily have to – I mean this whole project is about different
ways of representing.
Okay, so let’s see. The first thing I want people to know about Tufts is – hm, I’m going to
interview an alumn later, which is why I’m wearing this sweatshirt, by the way, this was
not themed for you –
Hahaha that’s awesome.
But I think that people need to know what Tufts is and they need to be that Tufts kind of
person in order to, like, fit in here? And I guess that encompasses a lot of people but if you
want to be at a football game and paint your face, this is not the place for you. And I – it’s
so hard because so many people who go to Tufts love Tufts and I love Tufts so much that
we forget that it’s not for everybody and I think people need to realize what it is they’re
getting themselves into. And so if you’re up for super diverse with a lowercase “d,” like,
lots of different kinds of people from different backgrounds, um, you need to – you can
fit in for sure, but you have to, like, know what kind of social scene you’re getting yourself
into I guess. And I think that being a senior I’m getting fed up with the Diversity with
a capital “D.” And the insistence on the like, you know, a kid – we accept a kid from, I
don’t know, we pick a state where I don’t know anybody from, I dunno, North Dakota,
because “oh, we gotta get that state covered!” and I’m like, “If there are ten more deserving kids in Weston, let ‘em in!” That – I’m just getting very fed up with that sort of aspect
of it, especially being so involved in the admissions world. So I think it’s important that
students bring what it takes to get by at Tufts, like, the
academic abilities, and the willingness to be passionate
about something and get involved, and less important
that they bring things that will help our viewbook have
a longer list of states, or whatever other attributes. Yeah
that was kind of jumbled.
No, that made sense.
And I think …what I want people to know about me
at Tufts… I think I come from a unique background
in that I’m from somewhere really rural. And I hope I
didn’t get into Tufts for that, but who knows, I probably
did. So it’s been interesting to me getting to know people from really different backgrounds. And for me, the
really different people are the people that everybody
else thinks is exactly the same. So, for me, the kids from
Westchester County –
*Laughter* I was going to say Westchester County!
Right. And the kids from right around here – you
know, the Belmont, you know, those kids – they went
to high school, and I have friends from the suburbs of
Philly, I have friends who went to high schools there
that I can’t even imagine. My high school offered five
APs, that was it; I took them all, ten of us went to college, two of us went to private college, like – and out of
a class of 150. That’s it.
Where are you from?
Upstate New York.
Okay.
So, like, for me to come here and have people from a
high school that didn’t rank, because the students were
so competitive? That’s just like, unreal to me. And to
see that and to see, like, normal people come out of
that is amazing. Like, I feel – I’m grounded but I have

to be because I was raised, like, there’s no way
I could have been not grounded. I don’t know.
But these people who lived in like, that fake,
bubbly world, it’s just amazing that they can
spit out normal, wonderful people who like,
understand that not everybody they encounter
in their entire lives will be the kids that they
happened to grow up with and happened to go
to college with. So I think me at Tufts is someone who’s been totally made aware that there
are so many ways to get a person who’s, like,
functional, and – and even similar to me! Like
some of my friends are very similar to me and
none of them grew up with cows and grew up,
like, in this high school that was a nightmare,
and I don’t know, it’s just really cool to me to
know that there are so many different ways to
get here. Whether here is Tufts or here is, you
know, “functional adult,” or whatever.

than reeled. Then like, photoed. Yeah, I like, the
cartoon. I don’t really – I should admit that I
don’t really read cartoons. I’ll read this!
It’s cool.
But I don’t know, I think it’s cool, and I think
your – the ability to draw caricatures of people
is a much better ability than the ability to like,
take of a photo of them, because that’s not like
you’re creative, that’s like, a lens. Anyway, I… I
don’t know. I think I am, I mean the university
has used me … the admissions office hasn’t, but
the latest deluge that the university has been on
is using me, because I’m a financial aid recipient –
Uh huh.

So they’ve been like, “oh, so you want to talk to
So now I’m curious, though: have you seen the some donors? And tell them your story?” So I
opposite? Are there people here who you’ve seen don’t know if this is how I want to be portrayed
who you’re like, “Really?”
or how I usually am, but it’s like, “she came from
this weird…” like, “has a pet goat!”, you know?
Yeah I think – there are definitely – one of the I think it’s pretty much like a “country mouse
things that does frustrate me (ha, I feel like a comes to the city” type of portrayal, which is
typical senior, like “harrumph, these are the not really that accurate, um, like I grew up a
things I’m sick of!”) one of the things that I have couple hours from New York City, and my famhad enough of at Tufts is the students taking on ily goes like every couple months to see a play
a cause just to have a cause. I mean you know – like, I’ve done the city thing, like it’s not like I
that there are a thousand examples of that. And really was, like, came in my overalls. But at the
that just drives me nuts. And that’s one of the same time, I was, you know, milking cows after
times when I just want to slap people and be school. That is pretty country mouse. So I think
like, “Guys. Real life here.” And – but I don’t that’s how I tend to be portrayed, and I’m comknow if that’s more a function of background or fortable with that. Like, it’s not inaccurate. But I
just what people “want to be.” And they want to think I’m usually like the “look at the opportube these activists, and so they’re gonna be an ac- nities Tufts has given her,” I’m usually that, you
tivist about a poor frickin... mechanic, walking know, “she grew up under a rock, under a large
down the street with a wrench. Like, not even cow-shaped rock, and now she has this world
the right wrench – I just love that on those signs of opportunities” and I think higher education
they depicted the wrong kind of wrench. Like, was going to give me that regardless of where
that to me is the exact kind of problem. Like, I went, but I think that’s been how Tufts, like,
these kids have never touched a wrench, which “Look, donors, you should give more to kids, so
is fine – like, I think you should know how to they can be like this…little…farmer!” So.
use a wrench, but then –
Right, and in a way you agreeing to be that kid
Hahahah.
just makes it so that more people will, like – that’s
what’s kind of complicated. I was talking to anJust, like, the fact that – it was such a head shak- other one of my very close friends who’s on finaning moment. And I have those every now and cial aid and he said “yeah, I have to write these
then and I just – but, I don’t know as long as it letters!” he had to write these letters to donors to
doesn’t… that doesn’t color my experience, it’s tell them how he was doing and he goes, during
just like, it just makes me shake my head.
the interview, “sometimes it’s a pain and it feels
really fake because I have to box myself,” and then
Okay, all this is great. Let’s see. Another thing I do he goes “but at the same time, the more letters I
in these interviews is because it’s so much about, write, the more financial aid there is available!”
uh, what I want it to be about is kind of a greater
transparency of production. So my next question Yeah it’s such a strange – the whole buttering up
– and it’s going to get kind of meta here because donors thing is –
I will transcribe this – is what do you want this
to look like? Because right now I am assuming I It seems like a lot of like, stroking.
have full creative license, but I don’t want that,
really, I kind of want this to be more collabora- Yeah, because it’s like, I am totally benefittive. So if you have any ideas – like, do you want ing from this. And if I were the donor, I don’t
me to cartoon you, would that be okay…?
think I would appreciate the buttering, I think
I would rather just do it, but maybe not, maybe
Yeah you can do – I would rather be cartooned in forty years when I’m independently wealthy

ask me.
Haha.
But I think, I don’t know, why would I say no? If
Tufts can use me as a pitch, then why would I say
no to that, I guess? I’ve certainly been helped here,
so I’m okay with however they want to portray me.
Right, right. Okay, great. So back to – can I just do
this, however I want?

Yeah if you need anything from me, feel free to ask, like if you want a
picture, I can find you one, but I would rather you just do what you want
to do.

That, and I feel like I’m so used to being asked to talk about Tufts – I mean,
next week, I’m meeting with a woman in advancement who’s writing a publication that they send to all the annual fund donors. And it’s like “here’s
why you should give more money!” So, I have to - I’m kind of doing this
all anyway, and it’s really cool to like, for me to be able to like, do it for a
creative reason instead of a, like, economic, like, Tufts fiscal plan reason.
And it just seems cool. And I like cartoons. And I have a few friends who
are doing a senior project, so it’s cool to – I’m not doing one, so it’s cool to
help, I guess.

Yeah! Okay, cool. Grand. I like it when people say that.

I appreciate it.

Much easier for me.

I think that the feeling differently about Tufts now than at the beginning, I
think that happens to everybody, and I see that a lot with tour guides especially, because they drop like flies – we’re down to like, not very many tour
guides because people like, we come in and – and Tufts is a wonderful place,
and I think people come and they’re so in their own little heaven and it’s
just so wonderful and they want to do everything, and then I think people
kind of come back down to
earth, a little bit, over time,

Yes. I would like you to be the creative one, because I am the biochemistry major and I – if you need any organic molecules designed I will
happily do that, but I
Now I really want you to do that!

Good, good. Do any of these questions strike your fancy? Oh! Oh wait so I
have another question. Why are you doing this for me?
Good question. I think partially I feel like I owe you, for like, years of
like “Hey, you want to give a
tour tomorrow? Morning? At
eight?”
I was such a flakey tour guide,
don’t even!
No but you were the kind
of flakey tour guide that if I
called on Friday night you’d
give the Saturday tour.
The guiltable one. Because she’s
so flakey. Hahaha.

and I don’t know – did you go abroad?

Yeah, it’s been very full-circle. Eiigh.

No, I’m already abroad here.

Eiigihh. Hahaha.

Haha yeah. So I went abroad last spring, and
I don’t think that was really it because I was
starting to feel a little bit the same way, but I
feel like I’m ready to leave now, which is not
how I felt pretty recently. And I don’t know if
that’s like, I have a plan for next year, or that
I’m just tired of, like, writing a lab report until
two thirty last morning, uh, yesterday morning, this morning.

Yeah I think that’s a reason it appealed to me,
like, unconsciously. Oh! “How do I feel about
the way Tufts advertises itself?”

Hooboy.

Yeah! Were you – aware … What went down
there? Can you tell me? Because I read that and
I thought like, “this is so relevant to my project!”
I wanted the transcript but they don’t have one.
But what have you heard about this?

Yeah, not intentional, but I was on a role and
I didn’t want to stop!
Hahaha.
So I don’t know what it is exactly. But freshman year if you’d said like, “so, how are you
going to feel in March of senior year?” I
would have been like “bllaaahhh I don’t want
to leave it’s so scary!” and now I’m just like,
ready which I think is exactly what’s supposed to happen.
Yeah I think you’re in exactly the right place.
I was talking with another friend, really early this year – and this is great because you’re
wearing your Tufts sweater – s and she said,
“you know, Chase, Tufts is like an old sweater,
and it’s a little too small…”
Haha
“And I love that sweater, and I will always appreciate the great times I had with my sweater,
but it is time to not wear the sweater anymore,
cause it’s getting grody and it’s a sleeping sweater now.” So that’s good.
Just come back here every night.
Hahaha yeah, my metaphor just kind of lost
it’s, it’s punch. But I think that’s more or less
accurate.
Yeah I think that’s true. And you know I’ll
miss the people, and I’ll miss all that stuff,
but. The environment is perfect for four
years, that’s something that I think. It’s time
to do something else.
Hell yeah. I applied to like four jobs last night.
Yay! Yeah that’s the other thing is that I talk
to alumni, as like, a job. And I’ve also interviewed a bunch of students for Tufts applicants. So I have really done a lot of interviewing regarding Tufts lately. So it’s kind of
interesting that way.
Kind of on both sides of the equation, to. The
front and back end.

Yeah, yeah.
Well I think the student body lately has been
more aware of how Tufts advertises itself because the Senate has been suddenly caring

So basically all I’ve heard is that- a friend of
mine had a Facebook status that was like “Do
you think the Tufts option essay ‘celebrate
your nerdy side’ is good or bad for Tufts?” That
was his question.
Haha I saw that question and I was like “I want
to come here!”
Right so I thought that was an interesting –
more interesting than a typical status, whatever. So that was Sunday night, and then I
see all these Facebook posts (I’m friends with
a bunch of Tufts senators, and I hate Tufts
senate, that’s something that has come to me
eventually). Basically the senators were all
up in arms about this and argued for an hour
about whether they should write a resolution
telling admissions that basically they don’t like
it.
That “they don’t like it”? What is the argument?
Well the argument is – well, I actually don’t
love that prompt. I think that it does alienate
people who don’t really consider themselves
nerdy. Like one of the other interns, he’s in
Zeta Psi, he’s running the marathon, he should
be an athlete but he’s not – he’s very much like
that side of Tufts, and I think they’re a very
underrepresented side, which is annoying, because there’s no reason that they shouldn’t be.
Right, and if everyone’s a nerd, no one is, really.
Right, everyone’s a nerd, no one’s a nerd…
As a genuine nerd, I know.
And so we had a lot of conversations about it,
because you know, in the admissions department – constant abuse of the word “quirky”
and “Tufts-y.” And it’s nuts! Right? Because
“quirky” is not necessarily a good thing, right?
If I were talking to my dad and told him that
I thought somebody was quirky, he’d be like,
“euhhgll.” Right? And it doesn’t have a positive

connotation to a lot of people! And I don’t think it’s
fair to box Tufts students into one definition at all,
even if that’s “nerdy” or “quirky” or whatever. And so
the argument is, like, “oh it’s an optional essay, people
don’t have to write it.” But for somebody who’s kind
of on the fence, and didn’t, you know, visit Tufts, went
on the tour and they didn’t love their tour guide, and
they didn’t really meet anyone else, and then they see
“celebrate your nerdy side” and they’re like, “okay,
forget it. They have eight frats, obviously this is like
MIT but worse –“
BAHAHAHA
They don’t even party, they’re just a bunch of like
That needs to be our new tagline. Instead of “Pax et
Lux”, just: “Tufts: Like MIT, but worse.”
You know what I mean? I feel like that impression
can easily be, like, can trickle through
Well in the same way that UChicago’s like, aggressively
self-deprecating admissions policy can turn people off. I
mean I was between Tufts and UChicago because Tufts
and UChicago were kind of doing the same thing; Tufts
just does it, and they laugh. At UChicago it’s like “no,
but we actually are all miserable here.” And you’re like
“eeehhhhmm…” you know?
Yeah and I appreciate that Tufts does take this all
lightly, but I don’t know. I think that somebody sitting in their room kind of on the fence seeing this
enormously long supplement, feeling like they have
to write the optional essay, even though they don’t. I
don’t want us to be losing people who should be here
and can add that lowercase “diversity,” that makes me
nervous.
Well cause you can be a sharp kid and not be nerdy.
Yeah or you can be nerdy and be turned off by the
term “nerdy,” and not want to acknowledge that
you’re nerdy. I wouldn’t describe myself as nerdy, but
I’d describe myself as maybe… “bookish”? Maybe?
Hahaha “Celebrate your bookish side.”
I feel like that would really confuse the international
students, like, they’d draw themselves as like, a book.
Haha
But I don’t consider myself... I don’t even know what
stereotypically nerdy things are. Like I’ve literally
never played a video game in my entire life, like, I
don’t read comics
Not all of us are awesome.
Right, like, I don’t consider myself a nerd. I didn’t
write the optional essays, that’s not one of the options I considered when I applied, and I don’t think
it would have phased me, but I think there are kids
who would get freaked out by that, and may have that
idea in the back of their minds anyway, that Tufts is a
bunch of socially inept – like, cause one definition of

nerd is like, socially inept, secluded…

Did you see, um

That’s a great line.

…Mouth breather…

You could probably get your hands on that, as a matter of fact. If you were.

Right like, you don’t want to do to
school with those people! So, I don’t
know. I think you don’t want to go to
school at a place where you can fit everybody into one adjective.

It sounds fascinating because – I don’t know if you read the pdf – but it samples
from this one document in the beginning, it’s an official Tufts document, you’ve
seen this, Visual Identity Guide?

You know how it is, you create a bunch of lines and the ones that work
– yeah so I think that we were the ones who were the overachievers in
high school but we were the ones who were just kind of, doing it, we’re
the ones who just did it because we were bored, and wanted to do it. I
think that is who we are. The less annoying over-achievers from high
school.

Well done; good formulation. That’s going to be your pullout quote.

So you’ve seen here, where they have all these words about what Tufts is.

Thanks. Haha. But what concerns me
is that people read that and they think,
“oh shit I’m not nerdy, never mind.”
And like, on the other hand I’m not
worried, because they’re going to rewrite all the prompts this year, they
always do. No great loss, right?
Hahahaha this one year will be slightly
nerdier than all the other years.
Yeah, haha zero athletes, and the frats
and sororities wont recruit anyone that
year. No but I am worried because admissions does create this brand, and
there are a couple new admissions officers – they’ve totally latched on to
this “nerdy, quirky, Tufts-y” thing,
and whenever they say “quirky” Luke
makes this like, audible growling
sound because they need to just like,
lay off the quirky Tufts-y stuff. Because
it’s cute, but it’s also like, cute.
So many people say quirky, when I ask
them this question. “Quirky!” What does
that even, fuckin’… mean?
Exactly! And what I want to know is
if they actually think it’s quirky – like
if they had never interacted with the
Tufts admissions department and
their branding, would they say Tufts I
s quirky? I don’t think they would! Because you don’t use quirky to describe
things you like.
It’s … there’s lots of eclectic personalities
at Tufts, even.
But it’s so interesting. We did a little
poll of tour guides to get words that
describe Tufts, and words that don’t
describe Tufts
Ooo
Because one of the admissions officers
was doing a project on it or something.
And you wouldn’t believe how many
people said quirky! And I intentionally,
I put it as a word that did not describe
Tufts.

Yeah, I used this.

Really? I always only look at the logo.
Yeah. So it – this is like, these are what we are trying to reject. And quirky’s
not on there.
Which is comforting. I think the admissions office has this thing, because if
you tell – like I don’t think the med school wants itself described as “quirky.”
“Surprise! We gave you four toes! Quirky surgeon!”
Hahaha, exactly. So I don’t know what you’ve heard about Jumbo Days, the
April Open House.
Not so much.
It is kind of circus-themed, because it’s called Jumbo Days and it’s, Barnum,
and stuff. Luckily there are people who are saying “we don’t want this to turn
into too much of a circus,” but like, there’s going to be a big top, there’s talk
of popcorn and cotton candy, it’s – I don’t know, the “quirky circus school”
is not who we are. I really don’t think it is. And this makes me nervous and
I’m trying to –
Okay so wait so last question. Who are we, then?
We can’t define ourselves by one adjective! It drives me nuts. And I understand that there are people in the world who do branding, and they have to.
Like that list, the visual identities list, that seems a lot more, like, reasonable
to me.
There were more words in it.
There were more words, yeah. I mean I think “engaging” is true, I think “passionate” is true, and I’m always wary of that because I think passionate can
also be interpreted as like “we are insane!” and like
Haha that’s on the list. “Insane” is on the list.
Yeah people are passionate about certain things but they don’t force it down
each other’s throats. And I think that is unique in an environment where
people are so passionate about… like, I’m passionate about things that probably aren’t important to people. Like, cows. I’m passionate about cows. That’s
probably not that important in terms of, you know, the world. But there are
people who are passionate about like, child trafficking, and even they don’t
feel obligated to like, force it down other people’s throats. And that, to me,
is huge. They’re confident that people will be attracted to their cause even
though they don’t force feed it, I think? And so the passionate thing – I think
if I had to choose one word, that would be it, but I’d have to qualify it with
that.
Ah, I like it. Passionate but not obsessive?
Right. Passionate but in a good way. And I tell people on tours – I’m feeling obligated to tell you that I tell the people on tours, cause these answers
are very canned – but I think people at Tufts are the overachievers in high
school, but not the ones that you couldn’t stand.

Haha that’s pretty good. That’s pretty good. And pretty damn true.
You get a couple of the annoying ones.
Yeah! Yeah. People say that it’s just the numbers, and like, numbers count,
but I do think Tufts does a good job of thinking “is this person going to fit?”
Right. I mean it’s committee right now, and they’re taking all those
middle people – there are people who they say “okay, they’re not academically up for it.” And that’s honestly, like – I’ve always looked at is
as “they’re not good enough to get into Tufts,” but really they wouldn’t
make it at Tufts, like that’s really the point. If we accepted them it would
be a disservice to them, because they would be screwed. Which I actually just read a really interesting article about – affirmative action and
that whole thing. But that’s okay. And then we take the top kids that’s
just like, easy, you have to admit these people. And then all the people
in the middle go to committee and get talked about. Like, that’s crazy!
I like that it happens.
Yeah they talk about recommendations and they talk about letters and
they talk about interview transcripts and like, that’s wild. To me that’s
like, it’s such a massive amount of work.
Well it’s such a personal thing, for each… each on the fence applicant it
seems like such a personal thing.
Yeah.

Name: Kate
Year: 2012
Major: English
Hometown/Region: 1/2 Silicon Valley, 1/2 suburban
Maryland
Age: 20
Race: uncertain—my racial and ethnic background is
partially obscured by adoption. As a child people sometimes asked if I was Native American on first sight, but
for the most part I have been unilaterally perceived and
treated as white. Of course, the privileges of ‘whiteness’ were extended to Italian Americans (see surname)
somewhat selectively until the 1930s. Robert Orsi and
Andrea Dottolo are more eloquent on the complexities
of the subject.
Height: almost 6’
Sex: female
Gender: constructed
Sexuality: none of your concern
Religion: no affiliation
Average Parental Yearly Income: none of my concern
Scholarship/Financial Aid:
Eyes: greenish
Hair: brown
Interests: Classical music/singing, motorcycles, pistachios, Sherlock Holmes, dance, everything horses,
snowboarding, travel, rock operas, archery, boxing,
very large libraries, ethical philosophy/just war theory,
trampolines, books, poetry, crisismapping, horizontal
organization, practical jokes, disaster response, dogs,
ink painting, Taoism, apple cider, learning
Activities: many
Political Views: I do not view politics, I live it. My voice,
words, silences, movements, thinking, body, and being
are all political. And yes, it gets tiresome.
So we’re recording. Just so you know. I did an interview with Garrett yesterday and we talked for like half an hour and we realized
it wasn’t recording
Oh no!
It was stupid! So the opening transcript’s gonna be “Oh no!” and
then Garret goes “Yay, we’re starting with loss” (laughs) Yeah.
It’s perfect.

Those are the two big, big discussion questions. But those are really intimidating, so I don’t know how much you’ve thought about what you want to
say, or whatever, but… we could also go through these, we could talk about
one of these, and that could be the interview, we could also talk about – I do
want to talk about how we want this to look, this profile to look particularly
with you. So you said you had art, so maybe we could start there, and look
at that.
Okay! um, I did this for my photography class, which is taught by an MFA
professor, so he has pretty much no criterion for grading us. And half of what
we do is field trips.
Nice! Hahaha.
It’s a really great second-semester senior class.
Sounds awesome.
And the assignment was to use appropriated images to portray something or a concept that both attracts and repels you.
Oh! That sounds really cool.
So… so if you can find my disc drive… it’s
“TeddyR.jpeg”

Right
I think that they’re cute when I look at a photo
…I like the blocks in the background…
(laughs) But if it’s a real baby, I want it as far
away from me as humanly possible?
Haha!
Like, I want to be able to hand it off to somebody like a football.

They were talking about, I don’t know, it
was… it was really twisted and at the same
time really hilarious.
Wooow.
So that’s how I got the idea of stuffing this
silhouette of a woman full of babies. Um, and
I didn’t put a whole lot of thought into anything further than that. but then, I realized
that what was actually attractive and compelling ot me was this idea of, um, I guess,
motherhood and femininity, like, together.
Yeah. I’m just looking at some of your quotes
here.
And that’s the birth control panel.

Badass motherfuckers?
Yeah
I can do that.
Right?
And if you’re interested in what all this other
stuff is – the Arabic quote is graffiti on a wall,
and it says “Heaven is under the mother’s
feet,” which is attributed to the prophet Mohammed, but it’s not official, so it’s just become a saying.

Oh, woah!

So that’s the repulsion factor.

Way out of my scope.

So, um.

This is the second interview where babies
has come up as a point.

I realized yesterday – this is also a tangent
– cause I was watching the Daily Show, and
I looked over at my friend Audrey, and I said
“Audrey, man, it’s just been a bad week for
women!” and then I was like “It’s been a bad
month for women” and then I thought, “No…
,shit! It’s WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH.” Look
at how we’ve started out! We only get one
month!

Well, a more loose translation would be like
“Mommys are the second heaven.”

I was reading this article in the Times or
something, but there’s this woman who’s
like, “Recent politics have made me question
whether or not I count as a human being.”

And I was looking for this graffiti partially because the first project in this class had been
about street art.

Imma take this. (laughs)
So I basically stole images from a photographer named Evan Kafka
Okay.
So I made it my mission to find as many pictures of his as I could find on the internet
Okay. why?
Um, he’s a very well-known photographer, and what he mainly does is
Can you write his name down for me?
Just so I remember
E-V-A-N, and then, “Kafka,” like…
Kafka.

It was, it was so good. It was a long interview, too, it was my second-longest interview. (laughing) It was like two hours long, we
were just pontificating about shit. Okay. So. There are a couple
ways we could do this.

So what he does is he photographs
babies for whatever companies, and
stuff, and what he does is he makes
them look a whole lot more vivid and
full-personalitied than some other
photographers?

Okay.

And so I was just initially starting off with this,
this idea, that, y’know, I’m programmed to
like babies, we all are

Oh my god –

“The fact that we are all trained to be mothers from our infancy on means that we are all
trained to devote our lives to men, whether
they are sons or not; that we are all trained
to force other women to exemplify the lack
of qualities which characterizes the cultural construct of femininity.” BAMF. She’s a
BAMF. She’s insane, but she’s also a badass
motherfucker. …Which has interesting connotations in this context!

Ah! Mm. Okay, I realized yesterday

Oh, Evan. Okay. Sorry.

Uh, usually what I do is I tell – I show people the viewbook, and
then I say… the two questions that we are trying to answer today
are, uh, What do you want people to know about Tufts, and what
do you want people to know about you at Tufts.

Mm.

like, they mention a hundred years of menses, and how that could possibly be attractive to anyone waking up –

Yeah?

Garrett makes everything so much better.

Uh huh.

That baby, I believe. What I wanted to do really was to get a lot of range of emotion, to
counterbalance the blank space where the
woman’s face would be?

So all these babies are his babies?
Well, that one is. Um, this one.
Aw.

Oh, I’m going to talk a lot about babies, if you
don’t mind.
No, go ahead. Alright so continue, please.
So then I started thinking, like, if I’m going
to show this woman overrun by babies, uh
which is partly because I did a research project on Sleeping Beauty last semester
Oohhh. Yeah yeah yeah
And I came across a very disturbing retelling where, instead of just getting raped once
while she’s asleep – Sleeping Beauty gets
raped by the prince, by the way, in the original
story –

It’s, it’s insane. It’s so medieval.

Yeah, yeah, I knew that, yeah

That’s true.

Instead of getting raped once, during the
hundred years, she is raped many times, and
she wakes up and she finds that there are
adult children… babies like crawling all over
her… dead ones… and she’s just like, surrounded by a mass of progeny

So yeah I got way beyond my scope, and
what happened during the critique was that
my entire class spent the whole time arguing
about whether this was pro-choice or pro-life.

Ahhggghh gross (laughing) ugh I like the
phrase “surrounded by a mass of progeny”

And, this is a pro-choice protest and this is
a pro-life protest. And I just used them as
like the backdrop of all of these, I guess
they’re thoughts running through this woman’s head. Um, you should read the Dworkin
quote, by the way, if you can see it. (Laughs)
Cause that’s something that really resonated
with me.

There’s this one book that retells Sleeping
Beauty as a nightmare that she’s having
while she’s asleep, over and over, and it’s in
the library – I don’t think anyone’s ever read
it, but. And there’s another one where she

It’s kind of funny, because it’s like, “You’re
now starting to question whether people
think youre human?”

Wow.

Okay. I’m trying to figure out what that even
means.

Okay. That’s what I figured.
It’s like, there’s God, and then there’s mothers. Very slightly below.
Right.

Oh!
And, uh, people putting on art exhibits where
they maybe weren’t legally allowed to.
I dig it.
So that was a little nod to something that
happened earlier.
Uh huh.
So, at the end of this long discussion about
whether or not this could count as pro-life
or pro-choice propaganda, with one person
seeming to hinge her entire viewpoint on the
fact that this woman looks too pregnant to
have an abortion, and is therefore out of the
conversation –
Oh.
Because she’s going to have a baby, she has
no room for thinking or speaking about the

politics surrounding reproduction –
That’s (laughing) interesting.
I got really frustrated and I pointed at this
woman and I said “What I’m trying to say
is there is no neutral space!”

ture camp, you know? Like they did things like
hiking, camping… some of them had never
seen a forest before; they were from inner-city
DC, and they didn’t understand that their Crocs
were not gonna cut it, out there… (laughing)
Yeahhh.

Yeah.

So that was pretty funny.

There is no neutral ground, because
whether you’re talking about faces or
ovaries or uteruses, it’s a political battlefield and there’s no speech or art that I
can make that’s truthful to my experience
about, you know, having people tell me
that because I don’t want children I’m
not a woman… that won’t be political. You
know?

Crocs are for when you’re like, a marine science counselor, like I am, and you go down to
like the tide pools. That is when Crocs are appropriate.

Yeah.
Because there are some people who truly
believe that this is destiny, being able to
bear children means it is your destiny to
bear children. Um. So that’s where I’m
coming from. Most of what I’ve gotten
paid for in my life has been childcare.
Really?
Yeah. Despite the fact that I’m repelled by
infants.

Yeah the first time that a kid sees a bug bigger
than their fist is like, the best moment ever.
Sorry, I’m making sure it’s still recording. I’m
paranoid now.
What I’ve set myself up for, though, is a life as
a teacher. And it bugs me, because I want to
do conflict resolution, and humanitarian crisis
response, with my life.
Right. But these are just the things that you’ve
fallen into
I can’t even identify all the factors that have
steered me into this resume I’ve got.
Yeah. That’s very interesting.

Hahaaha

Do you want to talk about questions, or…

When they’re near me.

Sure, yeah! Um. So, we have to find a segewey
I guess. Or, we don’t have to. Um.

(laughing) “Katef: Repelled by Infants!”
hahahah
Fun facts. That’s great. This is great. Totally going to use this.
I mean I started babysitting when I was
like, seven, eight. And then when I was
14 I started volunteering with autistic children, like ages five and up, doing theraputic horseback riding. And it was a huge
amount of fun, but it was also a lot of
contact with kids! And I didn’t realize this
was pigeonholing me until after freshman
year, and the job that I was qualified for
was at an adventure camp. In a national
forest. Teaching archery. To eight-yearolds. Which is absolutely terrifying, giving
eight-year-olds a weapon –
Hahaha
And teaching them not to kill each other
with it.
Yeah, and the kind of kids who would do
archery are like –
Actually it was like an all-around adven-

I guess just from the gender question?
Yeah, yeah.
Name, class, gender…
Did you fill this out? I don’t remember.
No, I will.
Good, because everyone – this is just the, the
only thing that’s consistent in every profile. And
it’s that way on purpose. Cause some people
do it snarky, and some people don’t. and it’s
also supposed to prime you, get you thinking
about all these things, because I’m thinking
about all these things. So. And how to represent… those things. And a lot of the things
that I might have missed. There are – a lot of
people identify like, with a lot of things that I
might not have listed. I don’t know. Sssso. Um.
And also – like, yeah. So this is our template.
Our viewbook.
I’m really excited to see how you string that. if I
ever, get a chance.
Oh no it’s gonna be – it’ll be good. Everyone

who participated gets a PDF of it.
Oh, cool!
Um, and I don’t know how it’s gonna be – I
want to publish a couple copies but I don’t
know. Um, so… and I don’t – did you see the
PDF?
Yes! I read the thing as soon as I got it and I
couldn’t put it down.
Oh, cool! Aw. Um. So – are there questions here
that stand out to you that you’d like to answer?
Um
Or, I guess another question that I ask a lot of
people is: if Tufts were to profile you – a good
way to think about this, to start thinking about
this – if Tufts were to profile you

Also I’ve been in the Belly Dance Club for four
years

And then, of course, Occupy has taken over
my life.

So I wrote a letter to President Monaco that
kind of went viral

Ah!

Yep, yep yep yep

I saw that letter!

Oh man.

People… people like that combination for some
reason, opera singer and belly dancer.

Completely. In a huge way. And that’s probably a reason that Tufts wouldn’t profile me,
is because I helped plan the Black Solidarity Day occupation of Ballou, because, you
know, I sent an open letter to President Monaco at the beginning of the year teling him
that since he was meeting with the mayor
and the governor, the morning after the largest mass arrest within the past forty years in
Boston, where I’m pretty sure a Tufts student
was arrested

And, uh

Well, Aliza was arrested.

But basically I demanded of this new president that he better bring this issue of politce brutality against students and veterans,
that was still being hashed out and photos
and videos were starting to roll onto the
internet, up, and he said that he did, and
what the government basically said to him
was “we don’t really know what the heck is
going on in Occupy Boston”

How do you think they would sell you, and then
how is that different than what you – maybe
it’s the same

Hahaha

Yeah, they probably… wouldn’t profile me, but if
they did it would be, um

(Laughing) Because it makes very little sense.
And… I don’t know if they’d be willing to inclue
this but also there’s the activist side of things.

Because?

Right.

Because I only have like, two leadership roles in
clubs and stuff. I have been focused on things
that don’t necessarily give me titles, or awards.

Um, I started off being extremely vocal about
LGBT rights and things like that
Right on.

No, that was later –

But if they did they would probably be interested in the fact that I was in the opera, at Tufts…

And so what I came to Tufts, I was like, “I’m
going to be so involved with the LGBT house,
they’re not even gonna know it!”

Oh oh not in that year, okay

Mmm!

Hahaha

Because that word makes people think “Ohh,
this is an interesting school, and people are
creative!”

Um, and that didn’t really develop until, you
know, sophomore year, and this eyar I guess.

Right, right.

Hahaha yeah. “That’s quirky and different!”

Mhm

I think there was a student who was arrested
who was not willin o be public about it. Um,
he was in one of my classes. And he wasn’t
interested in joining the students coalition,
but when he went down that night he told
me “Yeah, I’m gonna be in the new encampment.” And everyone there got picked up. So.
Yikes.

Could I perhaps include that letter?
Yeah, if you want to. It’s kind of long.
Well, it’s fine.
You can take an excerpt out if you want.
I’ll do that.

(laughs)
Although they seem to know enough to arrest them. And they’re like “If the students

Monday November 7, 2011
Dean J. Berger-Sweeney Ballou Hall
Tufts University Medford, MA 02155
Attention: President Anthony Monaco; Dean John Barker; Provost ad interim Peggy Newell
Dear Dean Berger-Sweeney,
We hope this message finds you well and rested within the fall season. As Dean of Arts and Sciences, it is to you we
write this letter expressing our deep concern and a call for immediate action and change on the Hill. Since the beginning of your
position as Dean of Arts and Sciences, you have made a conscious effort to listen to the concerns of students on all of the Tufts
campuses, intending to put their needs and concerns on your agenda. While we have been in continuous dialogue with you, we
grow concerned that this dialogue has turned into a one- sided conversation.
We, members of the Tufts community, are writing to convey our concerns with what we perceive as a lack of academic
equity and balance within our curriculum. Namely, the lack of an Africana Studies Department.
As you undoubtedly know, the movement to create an Africana Studies Department has a long history here at Tufts. Students and
faculty at the university began asking for the creation of an Africana Studies Department in the 1960s. While Tufts has enjoyed
success in improving surface-level diversity, it has yet to make academic diversity an apparent priority.
After more than 40 years, there is still no Africana Studies Department at Tufts. As reported and detailed in the recently
released 2011 Task Force Report on Africana Studies,Tufts continues to remain several steps behind its peer institutions in building
and constructing a sustainable institutional foundation for Africana Studies. Worse, this deficiency helps keep
the history of the African diaspora and experience on the margins of academia at a university that prides itself on its global approach to education. Last year’s Africana Studies Task Force seemed to be a step towards remedying these problems at last, but
after the release of your letter in September of this year, we are concerned that over 40 years of student struggle, student sacrifice,
and student concerns will be compartmentalized and ignored by five decisions that do not serve as alternatives to the problem.
Your five initiatives of increasing diversity in sports, creating an Office of Intercultural and Social Identities, bringing
a new cohort of diverse faculty, creating a program focusing on the comparative analysis of identities and culture, and creating a
research center focusing on race in the U.S. and around the world appear to be great ideas that will help the university advance
in terms of diversity in numerous ways. While these initiatives appear sound, they do not begin to resolve the issue of an Africana
Studies Department. As concerned students, we cannot accept this form of complacency nor appeasement.
In moving forward, we propose and demand 5 actions that would move this dialogue in the right direction of transparency and true academic equity. Since you very recently released the 2011 Task Force Report, we ask that you also release the External Review Report, in its original form, to the Tufts Community, as promised in the creation of the Task Force and the External
Review Board. Without public distribution of this report, there is no way for university stakeholders to have an informed voice in
the discussion of Africana Studies. We ask that this report be released immediately so that the Tufts community can begin to fully
contextualize
the basis of your decisions. Additionally we advocate equal student representation and equal student input in the working group to
implement the new comparative identities academic program as well as in the planning and creation of the research center focusing
on race. This will be a monumental step for Tufts in the direction of President Monaco’s vision for increased transparency.
To clarify, a program focused on the comparative analysis of identities and cultures
is not a valid alternative to an Africana Studies Department. Its inception, while potentially academically useful to the university,
would quickly go to waste without adequate support, the likes of which can only be provided by an academic department and
adequate institutional backing. For this exact reason, and for our recognition of the dire need for tenured faculty and strong institutional financial support, we have continuously demanded a department, and not a program. While we recognize that this program
will come to fruition, we will be fully involved in its implementation. We see the guarantee of tenured and full-time faculty and
administrative support in this program as essential to its creation. As we plan to be involved in your efforts for this program, we
will continue to actively demand for an Africana Studies Department, as we have for over 40 years.
Finally, with respect to the five initiatives you articulated in your letter ‘Moving Ahead on Africana Studies’ on September
14, 2011, we demand a detailed timeline and clear outline to be produced by both you and your administration. Such an outline of
what we can expect to see in the future shall be made public and released to the Tufts community no later than February 1, 2012.
We are certain that students are more than willing to aid in this process. The completion of these five actions do not mean that
this dialogue is over, but that it is just beginning.
As a group of students, encompassing almost every level of diversity in multiple definitions of the term, we have come
together to express our concerns with the progress that has been made in addressing Africana Studies. We look forward to working
with you and your administration to pursue action. Together, we can change over 40 years of unfulfilled promises and 159 years of
a Eurocentric education into a truly global education.
Respectfully yours,
Concerned Students of Tufts University

would lke to talk to us and explain things, we’d be very glad
to meet with them, if they could
like, write us a letter.” Which the
group ultimately decided was
not the direction they wanted to
go in, because we felt like eventually we’d be asked to speak
for the entire Occupy Boston
movement, no matter how often we presented ourselves as
just a group of Tufts students
who are only speaking for ourselves, because that’s how media coverage was going in those
days. Cause like, they’d find the
most cracked-out drug addict
they could in Zuccati Park and
be like “This man is the leader!”
(laughter). This is how things
were back in October. So that
was October 11th, a night that
will live in infamy.
Ha.
Um, yeah I really don’t think
that they’re going to profile
me, any time soon. I’m probably going to get kicked out of
the Alumni Association. I have
plans.
Oh? Secret plans?
[REDACTED SECRET PLANS]
Okay, so my second question
then, is: say Tufts was going to
profile you, and you didn’t have
a say in the matter. You had full

creative control, however.

works.

soring?

Haha

Talk to me! This is a forum.

You just could not say no.

Yeah, I mean. I think I’d probably just give in and give them
the generic profile they wanted.

Okay. So like this.

Aw

Yeah.

Rather than try and hijack the
whole process. because people
get really confused when I talk
about how… how much I want
things that are pushed into the
corner to come into the light, on
campus discussion. You know?

(long pause)
but if I hadn’t agreed.
Yeah. If I’m forcing you to. What
do I do? How do I cast you? I’m
working for Admissions now.
But whatever you say I have
to write in the viewbook. It’s a
double-bind for us. You have to
participate, but I have to take
you at your word.
(long pause)
Or we can just talk in generalities about Tufts, which also

Like what?
People – people get really confused when I talk about the
sexual assault policy and rape
culture on college campuses,
and I get really vehement about
everything that the university
could be doing, and all the conversations they should be spon-

But – but – people get so confused because they’re like “So you
hate… Tufts? So you… you’re miserable here? You wish you hadn’t
come?” Like, my mom was like,
“Oh, are you glad you’re going back
to Tufts? I mean, I know you’ve had
um, some, um, dissatisfaction, um,
this year” (laughter)
Haha
And I was like, “You don’t understand, I wouldn’t try and change
anything if I didn’t care enough to
invest my time!”
Right, right.
Seriously, I had a commuter roommate freshman year, who was just
gone on the weekends. She didn’t
form any ties to the Tufts community because she cared about…
shoes! And her high school
friends. And she… you know,
she didn’t have the energy to
translate Creole to English with
a Tufts team who were mapping
the Haiti earthquake. She just
couldn’t be bothered to even
join in that. and I’m not saying
she’s a terrible person, she just

was interested in her own life, that she
had going on elsewhere.
Yeah.
And she didn’t want to get sucked into all
the stuff I was doing. And that’s because,
unfortunately, I fell in love, completely
and helplessly, about a month after I got
here. I had never visited Tufts, whatever,
I had no idea what I was getting myself
into.
Wow.
Yeah. ‘Cause I was a little too prideful to
stay on the waitlist at Reed. And I … like
my male friends a little too much to go to
Simmons, and those were my two other
choices.
(laughs) Oh for sure. For sure. So but
okay so – I am not Tufts.
So that’s why I’m here.
Yeah so talk to me about… what you want
people to hear.
Um, I’d like people to know that the graduation rate for black students at Tufts is
going down, while everyone else’s is going up. I’d like them to know that the university does not report on sexual assault
in the same way that they do on any other
kind of crime, and that the Tufts Daily has
absolutely no interest in getting some
sensitivity training that they direly need.
I’m having a meeting with Dean Reitman
about this again today, uh, that is technically confidential, but I don’t really care.
Hahah! It’ll be published way later.
Yeah. About whether or not Tufts should
take a public stand on transforming rape
culture.

comes up whenever you’re talking about
how rape jokes are not okay is that people
are like, “free speech.” Without any consideration for how misogynistic speech silences
people in a much more powerful way.

They mean well, but. That’s just as damaging as, you know, people
running off at the mouth is.

of being attacked over something they had written. So I had my personal email on other articles I’d written published on people’s blogs
and stuff, and I had to email all these people and tell them, I might be
subject to, you know, stalking and/or aggressive sexual harassment on
my blog, because I wrote about this! (laughing) “Can you please take
down my photo and my email?”

Yeah.

Wow

People don’t understand how saying “oh
man, this party my roommate had totally
raped my apartment,” they don’t understand how that’s… bad. How that’s hurtful.
And they don’t understand how shutting
someone up is equivalent to hate speech, in
many ways. I mean they’re just like “oh, your
feelings are hurt, boo hoo. I’m not going to
go around trying to defend anyone, blah blah
blah blah blah, I’m going to say it the way it
is, blah blah blah blah blah” – you get a lot of
people who get up on a little soapbox.

Have you read anything about K.O. Barstool?

And that was something which I just never had to do.

Um, yeah I went to the protest, thing.

Jesus Christ.

Okay. Have you been reading about it since?

I really hated getting all these sympathetic replies. “Ohh, that’s so
bad!” I was like, jeez. So yeah that’s why I’m expecting the worst. But
I think that right now there’s some will in the administration. I hope it
doesn’t go away.

Why do you think that is? Because I’ve actually heard people… in other interviews… say
that the problem with Tufts is that people
are like

Is whether or not Tufts will send an open letter to other Boston-area
schools teling them not to be silent on the issue of Barstool parties.

Okay.
Later this afternoon. But basically, what

Yes

(Laughs) I’m sorry. Why the fuck would we not do that? I’m still – you
have to tell me how this meeting goes because I don’t – understand…
There hasn’t been a consensus reached, yet. It’s still in the planning
stages.

Too focused on language?

Okay.

Yeah! So I’m wondering about this, this um,
I’m trying to work out, this uh, this hostility
to… that.

It seems like the Office of Equal Opportunity is totally behind it; it
seems like the administration is completely behind it – I don’t expect
there will be a huge resistance

Well there’s an interesting little rule that
just passed through this committee, I forget
what they’re called, but I know that (name
witheld) is one of the co-chairs – they basically make all the guidelines for students.

Okay, okay.
But I’m anticipating one anyway. Because I expect the worst. I mean,
let’s be honest.
As an activist should.

Okay.

Haha I was thinking more as like, someone who writes about sexism,
but.

And they recently discussed the boundaries
of acceptable speech at Tufts, last year?

And this was kind of outside their regular
purview, because they actually were talking
about, you know, the need for civility versus
the need for open discourse, which doesn’t
seem like they should be in conflict, but apparently they are –

Mmm, well I need to see how the discussion plays out

Uh, so, the matter under discussion at the confidential discussion
that I’m not suppose to tell you about –

“Too PC,” yeah. So

Yes.

Who’s opposed to this? Is it just like, is
it just that if Tufts takes a public stand
against rape culture, people will think
that rape happens more at Tufts?

No! What happened?

Too PC?

Okay. okay.

Because it’s really all about the money;
let’s be honest. It’s admissions season-

Yeahhh.

I mean there’s a difference between free
speech and hate speech.

Whether or not we should?

That baffles me. That that is a question.

stolen. You know?

Haha!
Yeah. I’ll email you about this, because I
cant remember all the details. But yeah it
really troubles me that this is the defense
people kind of fall back on. It shows a pretty
superficial understanding of the structures,
yeah. Pretty much everything that’s at stake.
And the way language is tied to power. (long

Yeah.

pause) Or like, how – how it’s – it makes me
angry when people say this! Um.
Yeah I mean the analogies that always come
up are property crimes, as well. Which bothers me too. Because when people are trying to
explain how silencing… these kind of assumptions of innocence, and how all these things
are – uh, you get somebody who’s well-meaning, and trying to get people to understand the
trauma and everything involved in not being
able to speak, and so on and so forth
Yes.
And they talk about someone’s wallet being

It’s really interesting, like, the minutes I wrote an op-ed about rape
culture, I had people trying to, to find personal details about me online? And stalk me. (Beat) Nothing I’ve written before has gotten that
kind of response.
Wait like, what were some of the responses?
People, people on online forums were like posting my name, and…
you know, trying to find photos of me. And, you know, other people
who have written about Barstool have had their addresses and stuff
posted online; someone had to take the number off of their mailbox,
uh, one of the people you probably know had to get TUPD to come
to a club meeting, because she was published online as one of the
leaders, and so people started – well, they say they were joking, but
they started saying “oh, if you want to go and … some sense into
this, bleep bleep bleep, here’s where she’s gonna be.” And they had
TUPD, at a student meeting, at Tufts! Because of that, you know, fear

(long pause)
So there’s a project I’d like to see come out of this, which is an open
letter and a concrete response. Um the way I’m thinking we might hold
universities responsible for signing on to this letter or creating a statement of their own to send around to other universities, is to, you know,
make this seem like a good PR move, and put it out there, online, like
“These universities have signed on, these have not given a response.”
And, you know, we can email universities a week after they get the letter and say “if you don’t sign on, or something, you’ll be listed with your
name in like, bright red on this website,” and that’s why that turned
into a huge idea, for compiling a website that had a list of like, sources
and student experiences and all of these things so that
A whole network
So that people have a way to evaluate universities on the way, on the
efforts that they take to make their campuses a safe place for women. Because we can evaluate, like, how many people at a university
smoke pot… how many people at a university spend Friday night in the
library… there are lists, and like, websites, to give students an idea of
this. But they don’t have a, a website that lets them, you know, see
how interested universities are in preventing sexualized violence. And
this would be a huge project, but. I think I’m going to make it happen.
A very worthwhile one.
Yeah. I want to get in touch with people and see about it. Because
this is the obvious next step, is that once a university is like, “we have
signed on to this letter” is to be like, “well now what.”
Right.
“Here are all the other things universities have and you lack – get to it!”
That would be great. Like a kind of, like – because, because once
universities knew that that data would be published, and there’s a
system by which they’ll be graded – you could, you could even assign
them letter grades.
Yeah! I expected the media would pick up on this.
Oh for sure.
In a big way. I was thinking more like, percentage out of a hundred
might be a better way, you know? But still. it could turn into a bombshell.
I like this.

I’m really excited.
Okay, give me two seconds, I have to tell
this guy something (checks phone)
I’m sorry I was half an hour late.
It’s okay!
I feel like I’ve been rambling. Should we
stick to… questions?
This is great.
Are you sure?
Yeah, uh. This is what I want this to be, is
kind of like
Rambling?
Well not rambling per se, but like, just a…
a forum where people can say what they
want to say and then, want to read if they
can.
Yeah, this is something that I want to be
remembered at Tufts for working on.
Yeah.
The bellydancing not so much.
Ha!
I mean, I like, I love dancing with different
groups, and I’m excited about our show
in April, but it’s not… what I want to do to
make my mark here.
Your legacy, yeah. Um. This is awesome.

Um. Okay. So I would like to get for your… bit
– cause I think this, that, we can just make
that – that was really powerful stuff.

movement for Africana Studies.

write with like, tiny bits of chalk –

Oo!

Haha

Really?

Which I think is great, because the university
now seems adamant on ignoring that there has
been a student movement for the past forty
years. They had a press release, recently, if you
read it

Um, it was a really good discussion group.
It’s kind of fallen off this semester, although
we did have a retreat, um, at the same time
as the Women’s Center retreat. So the whole
thing kind of fell apart at the last minute. But

I saw it.

That was the Loj one, right?

Where they’re like, “Tufts is stepping up! We are
forming a new program” –

Yeah.

Yeah unless there’s something else you want
to say. About… about anything. I think that’s
a really good
Can we talk about Black Solidarity Day? and
Africana Studies?
Yes! Tell me about that, please! Please, yes?
I’m just trying to think of images we can include, because I do have to fill these with images as well. I don’t have to actually, there
are a couple interviews I’m doing where
they’re just like “make it straight text!”
I have a photo of the occupation in Ballou, if
you would like.
If you could send me photos, if you … want…
like I would love Occupy photos, I would
love… um, anything you got! Throw it at me.
The more the better. It’s just material. Alright
tell me the story of Black Solidarity Day, and
the fight for, for the Africana Studies Department and/or this new cultural, cross-cultural
thing that we have.
There’s not a fight for it. There’s a fight over
it.
Over it. Okay. Fight over it.
Um, I was actually talking to a grad student
about this yesterday, she’s actually writing
her senior project, or I guess, final project
for her masters in education on the student

It’s been going on for so fucking long.
And it’s so funny! Because there’s not a single
word in there about how they had to be forced
into it kicking and screaming.
Yeah. I mean I did a – sophomore I did an oral
history with uh, ***, about the Lewis Hall occupation
Yeah
That was in 1974!
Yeah, we had, Tufts Occupiers had a branched
off discussion group specifically about race and
oppression
Yeah, yeah
Where we were dissecting, like, different education-related issues, um, the first one was Eurocentric curricula, how it manifests, how it effects
people, how we might change it, how it is perpetuated, stuff like that. Um. We had the board
like, split into four, and we were like, trying to

Ha I heard so many stories about that retreat.
Haha what’s come out of that though is a
pretty strong network, I think.
Yeah.
Um, of people who are both interested in
Tufts Occupiers and interested in, uh, being a little more radical than the Pan-African
alliance can, as an official student group.
Because everything they do reflects on the
Africana Center, so.
Right, yeah.
So, um, I joined this discussion group after
Tufts Occupiers had a discussion specifically
about race and institutionalized racism. And
the question – it seemed like a simple question – What’s your name, what’s your class,
major, and when did you realize that institutionalized racism existed? This turned into
a like three-hour shit show where everyone
was crying, and like, narrating…. And it was
not that productive but it was a good starting point, I think, to just get things out in the
open and work through some stuff and give
people a little vocabulary, for those people
who were just saying like “Um… I’m upper
middle-class, white…”
Hahahahahahaha

it became more an more obvious that – shit,
Africana Studies is like, the redheaded stepchild of Tufts University (laughs)
Ha!

rupt this… do we wait till after…” and I was, I
ended up making sure that the doors of Ballou were not closed on the students, and we
had a police laion, in case they tried to arrest
us all, to like, stall for time

It’s been abandoned! And left in the, like,
the darkest corner of the G-Level of the library. Um. And we had a former professor at
Tufts, he spoke at the Black Solidarity rally,
and he’s also a former Black Panther, and
he came in, he was like “let me tell you what
I used to teach in my classes.” And he just,
like, he stole the floor in this discussion.

Haha

Oh, yeah.

Uh, we were thinking about setting up a tent
outside… but I, I made a halfhearted effort for
somebody to hack the Tuftslife page so that
there was a pop-up saying “there is an occupation going up right now,” you know, but that
fell through because I was busy writing the letter. But. (laughs) We had a lot of discussion
about the logistics that didn’t show up in the
very easy march into Ballou

We were just like, hanging on to his every
word. He was telling us, “This is what students were doing in my day, this is what I
was doing when I was a student, these are
the people I know, and these are the people
you won’t hear about in the Black civil rights
movement – who I knew, I hung out with
them. And they were all like, all kind of leaders, but they won’t make it into the history
books, and most of them were women, and
here are their names, and here’s what they
did…” and he just like, he had so much to
tell! And he was, like, he just wandered into
the East Hall basement, at nine o’clock on a
Sunday night! For our discussion group! And
it was so incredible because he was saying,
you know, you have to make sure that these
stories don’t get lost, and make sure that
what these people are fighting for doesn’t…
collect dust, anymore.
Right.
And that was where I completely, like, decided that I wasn’t just going to sit around
and talk. Uh, so I started going to the Black
Solidarity planning stuff, and I helped draft
the letter that was presented to Monaco,
Peggy Neual, and Dean Berger-Sweeny, uh,
the night before Black Solidarity Day, and I
got to know, pretty much…

You know those people. so I think it was, it
was really good. There was a freshman who
had never talked about race before, and
he made a lot of unintentional slip-ups. He
was taking notes on the discussion group,
and instead of writing “people of color” he
accidentally wrote “colored people” and he
posted it on Facebook, and someone had
to remind him “Duckie…this is a bad term,
use ‘people of color,’” and he was like “Oh!
I didn’t realize” (laughs) but it’s a good, like
place to learn.

Can I get a copy of that letter?

Yeah, yeah

Haha right.

And we were teaching ourselves a lot, and
we were really interested in finding the work
of students in the past couple decades, and

Um, and there was a Board of Trustees
meeting apparently scheduled for the same
day, so we were thinking like “Can we inter-

Yeah. Uh, I got to know pretty much everybody in Pan-African Alliance through this as
well; I was really glad I got the chance to do
that. um, and we also had a very elaborate
tactical plan for the day of, which included
like, shadowing Dean Berger-Sweeny to
make sure we knew where she was, all the
time, so she couldn’t just disappear and be
like “Ah, I was getting lunch! You were in my
office?”

We were talking about whether or not to
bring sleeping bags and pillows, and make it
look like we would stay there indefinitely, you
know?
Right.

Right.
Because there was one police car parked outside, and I was able to just walk in after my
class, and join the occupation. It was pretty
chill, I think, because they didn’t want to
turn it into a media frenzy. Cause there was
a reporter from the New York Times on the
phone with one of the students who helped
plan this as well, and, like, they were saying
“Well, what’s happening? We want to know.”
(laughs) And I think what the administration
did was very calculated so as not to get a lot
of press.
Not to stir, yeah.
Yeah. Um, but it was more or less a success,
because we got those three points of agreement signed, and although to the best of my
knowledge the students who are supposed
to meet with the working group have not actually met with the working group, they have
not been to any of the meetings because they
were not deemed important enough for students to pretend,
Hmm…
or relevant, or something like that.
Hm?
Which was not the original tenant of the agreement. There are student representatives.
Right.
And hopefully they’ll have some sort of role
in shaping the program. Um, if we have to demand a greater role, I’m fine with helping plan
that occupation.

Yeah,

I have lots of plans for April Open House.

I’m concerned that they’ll wait four years again…
‘cause what’s hard is that these people can be
here for a long time, the students leave after
four years.

Ha.

Yes. Yeah.
So it seems to me that they, they like
We made sure to get a freshman on the student
representative… thing.
Good! Good.
And a sophomore.
Okay good.
There’s one senior, but, you know what? There
are three underclassmen. I’m also concerned
that at the last open meeting to update people
on the working group’s progress that the students had not attended, that they did not set a
date for the next meeting. So we might have to
put pressure on that as well.
Mm.
Possibly during April Open House! We’ll see.
Intriguing.

I figure I should go out with a bang, right?
And it’s also a little troubling that – here this
is something that you won’t hear elsewhere.
Dean Berger-Sweeny initially made some
little weird move about how she was gonna
vet the student representatives? She was
going to say “Okay, the senate can propose
four people and I will choose who goes onto
the student represntative – like, the working
group.”
Okay.
And we never gave her permission for this!
Right.

how things have gone so far; the teach-in was
a huge success. Did you go to that?
The first one?
The Africana Studies teach in?
Yeah, yeah!
Yeah so I think that was the most public follow-up to the Black Solidarity Rally. And the
turnout was really huge, I think there was a
really big constituency for another teach-in
Well you’re doing the… Asian-American…
thing.
Yeah. But if we could get a little more specific
about, talking about, let’s say, just the concept of intersectionality in Identity Studies?

We had to ask the head of the Africana Center to write her a quick email being like “No!
This is not what you signed on to. Get that
right in your head!” you know? Because she
just was like “I’m gonna… do this my way, instead of the way I agreed to.” Right in the
middle of the process of selection.

Yeah.

Yeah.

They’re going. A little.

And that was a very disturbing move.

Yeah. Right, right.

Yes.

It’s something.

Because we – the whole point of student representatives is that the administration does
not vet them.

Right. The fact that you’re being met with
resistance and then that resistance is more
public than it’s ever been, at least is something, you know what I mean?

Right, right.
And that they are elected
(laughing) They are truly representatives.
And then once they are elected, they are
student representatives. And that’s it! Uh,
so. That was, there was a little bit of panic
over that. um, I’m really hoping that people
don’t let the ball drop on this one next year.
Because I won’t be here. Yeah that’s kind of

Um, maybe as way of reflecting on Dr. West’s
talk? I think that the ground is ripe for that.
Yeah it seems like things are, not to jinx it,
going in the right direction.

There are definitely fifty or sixty students
who are committed to making sure that this
resistance does not, like, stop things in their
tracks. So, I’m hopeful. Cautiously. Optimistic.
Well all this stuff is fantastic. Um. I don’t want
to keep you – I think Zoë’s going to come
soon, and
Oh she’s right over there.
What?! Zoë’s been here?!
I didn’t know that she was here to talk
to you
When did she come?
I thought she was just here to get a drink!
Oh fuck! Yeah she was supposed to do
an interview at one. Oh no! I thought she
was just late. Okay, I’m going to have to
kick you out.
Okay.

Name: Zoë Barth-Werb
Year: 2012
Major: History & Women’s Studies
Hometown/Region: Nyack, New York
Age: 22
Race: white
Height: 5’5”
Sex: Female
Gender: Female-identified
Religion: Jewish
Average Parental Yearly Income:
Scholarship/Financial Aid:
Eyes: Brown
Hair: Blonde and a little purple
Interests: Power (Politics, Sexuality, Religion), Feminism, Anti-Racism, Troublemaking, Sexual Health & Reproductive Justice,
Atrocious Television, Talking Constantly
Activities: SAGE (Students Acting for Gender Equality), SAFER (Students Active for
Ending Rape)
Political Views: unaffiliated voter—voted
for Obama in 2008, absolutely will not in
2012

Alright so I’m recording right now
Okay
If that’s okay.
Yes.
Okay. alright. So. This is how we begin.
One! (pulls out viewbook)
The Tufts Viewbook.
This is what we’re working with. This is
our template.
Okay.
So
Ah, I haven’t seen one of these in a
long time.
I know, right? So there are two questions, the two big questions that we’re
trying to answer are… what do you want
people to know about Tufts, and what
do you want people to know about you
at Tufts? Um. So we can do this any
way you want. So I could ask you these
questions… I don’t know if there was
a certain question that like, stood out?
You could tell me a story, you could tell
me about yourself; we could just talk
about the way you want to be represented imagistically, because I love
meta-discussions like that, like a lot
of them just devolve into meta-discussions like that…
Uh huh.
Yeah. Some people just kind of, pontificate vaguely about what they think
Tufts is, and then other people are like,
(pounding table) “No, I want to tell you
the story of this time that happened to
me…” There’s another, like – Coorain’s
was really interesting, it’s an interesting way of framing it, which is like: if
Tufts was going to do a profile of you,
how do you think they would represent
you?
I’ve thought about that a little bit.
Yeah, so that question I think is a, is, is
a valuable, uh, springboard. Because
then you’re like “But! This is not…” You
can say, “they represent me as this,

and this is why, and this is why that
would be weird.”
Uh huh.
And then you can go from there. And
that might be a helpful way to, uh, kind
of answer the conversation cause it’s
really…
Yeah. See, I’ve been told that I never
actually answer questions, that I just
criticize them

Great!
Um, but Tufts would actually never
represent me in a viewbook. Ever.
(Laughs)
Literally never.
Why?
And it’s because if you depoliticize
my whole Tufts experience, there is
nothing interesting left. like, maybe
study abroad…maybe…? Like I don’t
even know what they would write
about – I’m a Women’s Studies major, you know what I mean? Like,
there’s nothing – there’s nothing
there that is left. Um, so I’ve thought
about that a little bit, and I’ve
thought a lot about how, um, how Admissions uses the concept of ‘active
citizenship,’ um, and how that very
much doesn’t
cover,
um,
campus activism. Very explicitly doesn’t
cover campus
activism. And
I don’t know if
they talk about
that, I have no
idea, I would
like to be a fly

on the wall in a conversation like that,
definitely! But it’s really interesting, and
um, I think partially it’s really interesting
because like, we use that to our advantage like, all the time, right, that Tufts
doesn’t want this to get out because
this would be bad PR, so in some ways
it’s good that Admissions doesn’t want
to talk about it, right?
Haha.
Um, so like, for example, we wanted to
change the sexual assault policies. This
girl – I didn’t really approve of this at the
time, because I thought it was a little, I
don’t know, extreme – she started this
blog called “Raped at Tufts”
I… used to follow that Twitter, and then I
was like “This is too…sad”
It was really, it was really sad.

It was a lot.
Yeah. Um, so… right. And she is anonymous
to the internet but of course everyone, you
know, a lot of the administrators and people
who knew her knew who it is, and uh, right,
so she had to leave Tufts because… of, like,
in her opinion the way the administration
handled her sexual assault on campus. Um.
So, incredibly sad stuff, but at the same time
her blog – which she wrote mostly when she
was off campus – got the administration so
nervous about the PR possibilities, right, of
people talking about rape at Tufts.
Mhm.
Um, so in some ways I love that Admissions
doesn’t want to talk about it, right? On the
other hand, um, I’m kind of proud of some
of the outcomes. I think that campus has
changed a lot, right? Um, like the new sexual assault policy is awesome, like I’d love to

see that in a viewbook – it would never
be, literally never!
(laughs)
Um, it’s ridiculous.
I used to talk about it on my tours.
Yeah? Hahahaah. Wait that’s so awesome!
Yeah cause the question you get is like,
“What’s the best thing about Tufts” and
“What’s the worst thing about Tufts,” always. And I used to say, “the worst thing
about Tufts used to be – one of the worst
things used to be that we had a really
crappy sexual assault policy, and now we
don’t.” and that was my answer. And it
was kind of like “Yes, parents! What?”
Hahahaah that’s actually amazing.
Anyway.
Um yeah and whenever they, like
Wait I love this song!
What is this song?
“Iko Iko”
Oh yeah, this Starbucks is such a like –
yeah I’m not even gonna comment on
that. that can be a conversation in and
of itself. it’s not even technically on campus, but it is in Davis, so. Anyway, regardless. Um… what was I talking about…
rape… something… oh, the Group of Six!
I was talking about this the other day,
um, about how like, the way they like to
portray the Group of Six is like “Oh look,
we have a culture show!” I’m like, “That’s
great…” and like, that’s fabulous, like, go
ahead and have a culture show, but like,
that doesn’t even really apply to like, two
out of the six – the LGBT Center and the
Women’s Center – and they’re starting
thing, um, this program called – what is
it called – “Intercultural and Social Identities Program”? what the fuck is that?
that’s the worst name ever! What kind
of culture does, does gender and sexuality… I mean, you could, you could say that
there is, like, a gay white male culture,
right? But it just not – that’s not really a
thing. Could you say there is a women’s
culture? You definitely could, I wouldn’t,

cause just like, uehhhh, that name just
makes me like, shiver –
It’s so like, it’s so lesbian separatist
(laughs)
That would definitely be a culture. (Gasps) I
should propose to ISIP that we do an event
on lesbian separatism. Apparently there’s
um, a, I haven’t met her, an SMFA student
who, um, is like a Women’s Studies major
or minor, dual-degree, and she was raised
in a lesbian separatist commune. Isn’t that
awesome?!

involved in their kid’s college life, because my parents are just so like – I
mean, I’m also one of five, so like, you
know they just don’t have the hours in
the day! (laughs) But… yeah. That. Oh,
yeah, topic, huh. Um. Chores… I don’t
know. Oh, yeah, ***. I told you about
her, right? She says you guys have met,
because you’re facebook friends.
Probably…
Sure. She’s great. But anyways she
gives tours

That’s sick.

Yeah

I was like – I haven’t even met her, I’ve just
heard of her – I’m like “I want to know you
so badly, you have no idea!” Um… yeah.
The Group of Six. Ridiculous. I don’t know.
So yeah so in some ways it perplexes me
like why they don’t want to talk about it
– or like, we have gender neutral housing now! Like, that’s awesome. They will
never tell parents that because they are
freaked out that they’re gonna, like, flip.
Um, which is interesting too. I always find
it so interesting the way that parents are

And she was telling me about the other
day she got a question about whether
Tufts – and it wasn’t from a parent, actually, I assumed it was from a parent,
but it wasn’t – about whether Tufts was
an anti-Semitic environment and she
just laughed and she was like, “You’re
gonna be okay.”
Let the record show that I am making
a weird face.

Hahaha
That’s funny. That’s funny.
Yeah and it’s great too cause today in my class I had to assert that like, anti-Semitism is a thing that exists in the world,
because I don’t know someone said – we were talking about
Israel-Palestine and all sorts of things, and someone said that,
yeah. And I was like “no… it’s alive and well.”

I know! And clearly it was targeted to like, this group of like,
young women.

last, um, law schools to admit women…
they’re actually terrible.

I’m very… upset… over this whole thing.

This is great! Cause I, because

It’s very upsetting! Oh man, I – you haven’t read the BarnardColumbia stuff yet, have you?

Hahahaha

No.

Because I’ve been looking for reasons to
justify my gut dislike of Columbia!

It’s a thing! Yeah.

(Laughing) Don’t.

Yes! That.

Ugh. I met the worst man on the T the other day. the worst. He
came up to my group of like, mostly female friends – and like,
***.

Okay.

Cause I like, went on tour and I was like
“I hate this! And I don’t know why!” Other
schools I could say why I hated, but Columbia I was like “I don’t know why I hate
this but I hate it.”

I like ***! He’s a good person.
He is such a good person! And I love that this, like, white male
from the Boston suburbs who is going to work in the fed, like,
next year, he told me that my political views are, quote, “sensible.” I almost died. I was like “you have to be kidding!” Like, I
don’t even know. He’s the best.
(Laughs)
Anyway we’re in the T and some guy comes up and starts talking to us about how he doesn’t want to pay for women’s lifestyle
choices, the whole insurance and birth control thing
Hissss

Barnard, um, got Obama as their commencement speaker –
probably… and Columbia didn’t… probably because Obama did
not like Columbia, they apparently treated him horribly. And
some of the Columbia students went wild, and they said the
most misogynistic things. Yeah. It’s really awful, I’m not gonna,
even, like, go there, but yeah.
I knew I didn’t like Columbia.
Ha! But it’s just… yeah. Cause my friend who goes to Columbia
was just all on Facebook, she was juust like “I can’t even” –
(laughing) she just like didn’t know what to do! She was just
like “you guys have to be kidding,” and they created a petition
that was like, from the women of Barnard and Columbia, just
like “there are women who go to Columbia,” like, what? And
that I just like – although Columbia’s the worst; they were one
of the last – I don’t know how I know this – they were one of the

Yeah.
Good!
It’s because – well partially, my thing is
because, I don’t know if you saw the billboards in New York, and this was all – oh
man I have a question for you also!
Yeah?
I saw that picture of Facebook on you on
those escalators? Where was that?
Macy’s.
I knew it! (Laughing) I was there, like,
over the summer!
My mom was just like, “These escalators
are so old!”
(Laughing) I was like “Why would Chase
go to Macy’s?”
We had to buy my parents luggage. It
was not a fun day at Macy’s. but the only
thing that made Macy’s cool was that
the escalators were really old! But yeah.
Yes. Good job. We were… saying something else.
Oh right back to the really awful man I
met on the T.
Right!
And he started talking to us and it was
clearly very directed to this group of like,
young women, right? Because probably
only young women are sluts, right? And
he was just ranting and saying this…

This was all totally unsolicited?
Yes! I don’t know. At first he seemed a little
off-balance, like I wasn’t sure if there was
some sort of like, mental illness involved…
Right
But then he was really articulate, so I don’t
know.
So he was just an asshole.
I like, couldn’t talk at all! Yeah, I was just,
like – and it was just too funny that he was
telling that to me, like right at that moment
– it was just too much! And… oh and he
was referencing this article in some, like,
local rag, about Scott Brown and how Scott
Brown, um, doesn’t like birth control. Surprise. And the newspaper was like, making
fun of them? And then ash like, gets off the
T at Porter, he makes like an anti-Semitic
comment about like, about the New York
Times
(Long breath out)
I know, and I was like, “you are actually
just like, an awful person!” Yeah, okay, way
to offend me on so many different levels!
(Laughs)

I’m not gonna be like, “Hey, Internet… bummer.” Unless I’m mad about
something! I have angry tweets; angry
tweets are OK. Bummer tweets… no
self-pity tweets.
Yeah, that sounds good. And people
are weird on the Internet, too. People
are mean and hateful on the Internet.
Yeah.
I was also this morning – talking about
anti-Semitism… I don’t know why I’m
talking to you about this, being really,
lengthy…
No, it’s fine! We can always edit.
No, no, I know. I was reading Mother
Jones, the blog.
Yep.
And there were like, anti-Semitic comments and I was like “This is Mother
Jones!” like, who – wha – what?
That blows my mind.

Hahaha

I know! It was ridiculous. I guess also
cause it was just Purim, which is not
a holiday I usually celebrate, but it’s
supposed to be fun, I guess, I don’t
know. I don’t normally do Purim. I do
like, Passover and like, maybe Hanukkah and that’s about the extent
(laughs) oh yeah. But yeah, anyway.
So sometimes are mean in person,
too, not just on the internet.

(Laughing) “Do your thing.” Like, you
know? Man! Wow.

Yeah, what – the moral of the story
is…

Yeah I tweeted about it and then someone
favorited it! And I was like, you literally have
to be kidding m right now.

Yeah.

You just can’t… do anything… with it.
I know!
You just have to be like “Okay.”

Some people just don’t have my “no sad
tweets” – I have a “no bummer tweets”
rule, generally
Aw, I like that.
Because like, if things are a bummer I’m
not gonna like – I’m gonna call a friend,
and be like “Can I… be a bummer?”
Yes, yes!

Yeah, no, I thinking about this one thing, the other day. When
we went to the rape protest, or whatever. And people were yelling stuff.

the time and we love it!

Oh, this is the Barstool one?

It’s great. But, yeah. So I obviously don’t want to do that at
all, but like, whatever. There are some ways in which outright
misogyny is just way more socially acceptable than outright racism

Barstool, yeah. And I came back and I was like – they were like
“How was it?” and I was like, “Well, I’ve never been more sure
that I was on the correct side of an issue.”
Hahaha
And then I said, “But at the same time, like, it kind of blows my
mind that – cause you’re taught, you’re taught in school that
like, racism – okay, first you’re taught, “okay racists are these
terrible, KKK people, and they’re crazies, blah blah blah.” I’m
using race as a blanket for all… isms. All anti-whatevers. And
then you’re taught “oh no, racism’s much subtler than that, it’s
all institutional and there’s all these structures and stuff, and
it’s very subtle now.”
Uh huh.
“It’s not a ‘post racial society’ and all that, lalala.” And then
you’re like “okay, well that’s the kind of racism we are fighting.” Or sexism or whatever – “Sexism” is better in this context,
because that’s what we were actually fighting in the protest, I
guess. I’m just dissociating and using race because I have lots
of internalized misogyny.
Hahahahaha

It’s great! It’s great. Useful term.

Mhm

Which is also how I am, and how I came to
like, feminism, as like, “We can do anything
the boys do! And we’ll do it better! And…”
and fuck all the girly stuff, which is a really
problematic way to be, I understand, but
that’s… so that’s my mom.
Mhm.

And it’s just, it’s mind-boggling.

So bracket all that. she was originally, her
job, she was like “My goal is to be president
of IBM.”

It’s weird! It’s weird.

Wow

And it’s just, I feel privileged in so so so many ways, and it’s
like, women don’t live in ghettos because they’re women, like,
that’s not a thing!

And so, she worked at IBM, and she was up
for a promotion with one other guy, and she
was the senior sales member, and … and uh,
the guy got the promotion, and she walked
in and said “look, I’m clearly – (laughing) I’ve
made more sales, and I’ve made the company more money. The numbers say that I’m a
better salesperson, why did this person get
a raise” and the boss told her, “His wife just
had a baby, and he is the caregiver, and he
has to, like, provide for his family, so I’m going to give him the raise, even though you’re
a better worker.”

(laughs)
However, like, I don’t know. And I really like the, the critical…
ahhh blah de dad a dah what is it called, the … “microagression” term, I think that that’s a
Yeah that’s a really useful term.
Yeah it’s not really used in relation to sexism like, that that
much, at least in feminist circles. But I was thinking about it
and in some ways that’s like, the perfect term. Cause that’s
like, everything, that’s a lot of it.

Yeah.

Yeah.

No, that’s like – my mom tells this story all the time

Right.

And you’re like “Wait! No! You guys are supposed to be more
sophisticated!”

No, I’m exited.

But it was like, that’s the story she tells. I
don’t know. AGH NONE OF THIS IS ON TOPIC

Hahahahahhaha! That’s amazing.

It’s the best term!

And my mom’s an interesting kind of feminist, in that she identifies as a feminist, and she always has, and she made sure I
had female doctors and females, and she had a female lawyer,
and like, that the people that we hired to do stuff and interact
with were female so that I know that I could be a lawyer when I
grew up, or that I could be a doctor when I grew up, you know,
she did that like on purpose which I didn’t know, was a thing.

Is that like, “my oppression is greater than, than yours?”

Yeah.

Mhm!

But also she has this weird kind of feminism where, like, she
just wants to join the boys club.

Yes. And it’s interesting, because in certain ways, I don’t like
the whole – have you heard the term “oppression Olympics”?
No.

That’s a great term.
It’s used on the… the “feminist blogosphere,” as we call it, all

Mmhmm.

Mhm.

But… he answered, I was like, “Okay,
why do you think I’m doing this?” and
he said “Well I think you just really like
the idea of like, muckraking.”

I don’t know. Although I guess I don’t really mind rambling, but (laughing) some
people are more selective, I guess! I
don’t know. Um. Yeah. Clearly since we
talked about the escalator in Macy’s

Hahahaha
And I was like “I do,” you know, that’s
the like… but yeah. So, so sorry but I
was like “yeah, there’s a muckraking
impulse, and that’s was so sexy about
it to me, but I don’t want it to be about
that I want it to be about the muddiness inherent in any representation,
or whatever.
Yeah.
So you can use it as a forum to vent,
or you can use it as an exploration of
what it means to be profiled, or both,
which is idea.
Yeah, yeah.

I dunno I thought a little bit about
what your biases are, because I think
that’s an interesting question.

And that was her moment when she was
like, “Yeah… no.” Which is weird, because
it’s already kind of a privileged environment,
like that’s not like, that oppressive.

Right? Like, I don’t even know how to deal with someone who’s
blatantly sexist.

Hahah

Anything?

Yeah.

Hahaha shouldn’t it be a little more covert?

also how people self-represent, I guess.

Yeah.

So that’s the kind of sexism we’re fighting, so we say “okay,
we’re fighting systems of oppressive sexism.” And then you go
to a rally, and people yell stuff at you

Yeah my mom’s like, “Chase, this is when I became a feminist.”
I’m like “Yes, do tell, do tell mom!”

I know I love him too. So much.

Hahahhah! No it really isn’t, is it? I’m so
sorry. We’re going to have to do another interview.
That’s okay. A lot of this is really good. A lot
of this is really, really good. Um, do any of
these questions strike your fancy?
Hmmm…
Because, you can do this in a lot of different
ways
Yeah
One of them is – part of what… this came
out in my discussions with Jason, actually
I love him!

(Cracks up) I’ll keep all that in. No what
will probably happen is I’ll send you a
transcript and then we can review and
you can be like, “this probably doesn’t
need to go in” or “I’d like to add some
stuff”… if that’s okay with you.
Yeah, yeah. Totally, whatever you want.
Yeah. Yeah, so I don’t know! I, my, my
policy is, anyone who signs up and
schedules as interview before spring
break gets an interview and is in the
book.
Okay.
Yeah so and also, with that comes I’m
not… uh, for the most part uh, it’s not a
tokenist – I’m not tokening, I’m not recruiting people. Besides the Facebook
invite, which is to 140 people.
Wow.

Yeah! Yeah.

So like… if dull people

And honestly… I don’t know if you’ve
interviewed any dull people yet. But I
wonder how you would like, deal with
that exactly? Because on one hand it’s
like – I feel like there’s a big impulse
to make people more interesting than
they are. Like, even when I’m talking
to people I want to make people more
interesting than they are.

Hahahaahah!

Wow. That’s so good, I like that.
Yeah. I don’t know. Maybe that’s just
because that’s what I do when I’m
interviewing people! There’d be like
this one person and I’d be like “I’m
not getting anything, they just might
have no personality and I don’t know
what to do” um. I don’t know what you
do with that. especially because with
muckraking there is such an impulse
to… I don’t know, pick and choose the
aspects that are compelling? Which is

And there are a couple people, there
are a couple people who I have not yet
interviewed who I suspect will perhaps
be dull!
Hahahaha
Um, and that would be good too. there
are some people who are like, very party-line, Tufts-is-great, best-thing-aboutTufts-is-the-people, supporting the institution…
Oh I do think that’s interesting.
So, um, I don’t know if you’ll find this –
you might, I think this is an interesting
question, too, people – among people
who do campus activism, um, some
people really love Tufts and like it and
still have very positive feelings about it

– which I do, actually. Um, you know. I’ve gone through as
much, like, bullshit as the next person, but like, whatever,
might as well have a good attitude at the end of the day,
like, we’re graduating, so we should be like, nostalgic, like,
whatever.
Yeah.
Other people… not so much! (Laughs) and I think that’s
super interesting, too. like that kind of divide. Cause like,
I think there’s really something to be said for like, “Oh, we
love America, that’s why we…” and then there are other
people who are like “Bullshit, I just got dropped here,” you
know, “I’m just trying to make t hest of it.”
Yeah.
So, I don’t know.
No, I agree. I was explaining this to Dan Grayson, actually, he was like “Why are you do nervous about telling
me about this book?” and I was like “well…” and I thought
about it and I was like “actually you know I’m actually not…
nervous…. Because it’s not – what this is going to end up
being is a huge, in a way, a big love letter to Tufts.”
Mhm.
And then I was like, “But love is so fraught.”
Hahahaha! “Love is so fraught.” That should be like, the
subtitle.
You know? So. We’ll see what it… becomes. But yeah I
want to be in touch more because I want to talk more,
with you.
Yes. Yes. I totally get it.
Because I also feel like I monopolized a lot of that conversation.
Hahaha.

Reading that transcript makes me feel that what you’re
making is less of a view book and more of a time capsule. Permission granted.
I guess I have one thing to add. During the interview, you
said that your mother’s kind of feminism is about joining the boy’s club. It got me thinking: what is my kind of
feminism? And I think that a big part of my feminism is
not getting constantly wrapped up in what feminism is
and what it is not and what part of it I most identify with
and what is problematic etc.
For example, we’re planning this event about intersectionality (mostly race, gender and sexuality) and rape
culture, and we were talking about how we would frame
the conversation. The Director of the Women’s Center
wanted to have a section on what feminism is and who
it serves, and knowing her, she meant this in the most
critical way possible. I suggested instead that we talk
about how we practice intersectionality and work in coalitions around issues relating to rape culture. It’s important to have conversations about how feminism has historically, and continues to, marginalize certain groups.
However, it is more
important to decide what we, here, now, are going to do
about it.
Sometimes there is this controlling idea around social
justice issues on campus that goes like this: these issues are just really
complicated and we should continue to have more
conversation about it. And sometimes, these issues
are legitimately complex, but other times they are really simple. For example, we don’t have a real Queer
Studies program at Tufts because the administration
doesn’t want to pay for it. (By the way, SAGE is having
a Queer Studies Teach-in next Saturday and you should
come.) It’s a controlling idea that allows the administration to do nothing but create endless working groups
and steering committees and external reviews while still
getting the credit for being attuned to diversity. ISIP’s
first initiative in the
fall is to have focus groups. I have to say I give them
credit for coming up with another term to add to the long
list of same old, same old, but seriously? Focus groups?
You have to be kidding me.
And now I realize that I wrote a long email that was
more about ideology than identity, but I guess I’d just
rather talk about what I believe and what I have experienced than who I am or something.

Name: Rebecca
Year: 2012
Major: psychology
Hometown/Region: boston suburbs
Age: 22
Race: guess... i know you’re wondering
Height: tall
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: straight
Religion: nope
Average Parental Yearly Income: they won’t
tell me, but see the next answer
Scholarship/Financial Aid: none
Eyes: brown
Hair: black
Interests: everything
Activities: anything to avoid being bored
Political Views: don’t be an asshat [note: I
mean that my political view is that people
shouldn’t be asshats
to each other, not that
you’re an asshat for
asking about political
views, in case that
wasn’t clear, haha]

(Speaking to computer) This is Rebecca! She’s doing her project on race essentialism versus race
as a social construction and we were just chatting about it before our interview, but now we’re
making it the interview! Yes. Okay, go.
Okay, so race as a social construction, or, yeah, race as biologically based – that question is
kind of… up to genetics, that’s not my project. My project is how people form one idea or
the other.
Right, yeah. Better – better construction of concept.
Yeah, sorry.
My bad.
Um, and then – I mean that is what race essentialism is, but. so I’m looking at how people
come o endorse one view or the other.
Okay so this is fascinating already.
Okay cool! (Laughs) I’m glad you think so.
Start.
So, there’s all this literature already on whether people believe one or the other, and then
what the consequences of that are
Okay.
So, people who believe that race is biologically based – one of the studies that really got
me interested in this topic and really inspired me was that people who believe that race is
biologically based are much less willing to like, cross racial boundaries? Um, in terms of
like, interactions, in terms of friendship, things like that. and like, this measure as separate
from prejudice, so it’s like, t’ not that you necessarily – they are, they do tend to correlated
in people’s belief systems (laughing) I have my own judgments as to why…
(laughs)
But anyway, thy are like, separate categories. So you can believe that race is a completely social construction, but still you could hate Yankees fans, like you don’t actually believe there’s
a genetic basis to whether you like the Red Sox or the Yankees.
Right, right. Hahaha
And likewise, you can believe there’s a biological difference between groups,
But you believe both groups are equal…
Right like –you believe men and women are biologically different, but it’s, I mean, you don’t
hate one or the other.
Right, right.
So, the theory behind the motivation to cross racial boundaries is kind of like, “We don’t
dislike people in other groups, they’re just maybe, like, not as relevant to you, they’re somehow fundamentally different than you…” it’s like, “so there’s no real reason to interact with
them!”
Hahhahaha
Which is like, you know, alright whatever. So, like I’m reading all this stuff about that, and
I’m like, well these, these – whichever one you believe, your like, lay theories, like, people’s
beliefs about how the world works based on who knows what, but it’s not like, a scientific
theory, it’s just like, your ideas about it.
Right.

Um, is having a huge impact on how we interact with each other – so, like,
how are you forming them, one way or the other. so in these studies they
manipulated it by having people read this, like, scientific article, or they
told them it was a scientific article, and it was like “scientists discover race
gene!” in one condition and then in the other condition was like “scientists
discover there is no genetic basis race!” and then they would measure, like,
your behavior, based on which viewpoint you have been led to believe is
true.
Okay.
But I was like, “That’s not how people form those views in the real world…”
Right.
Nobody ever talks about this, ever, like nobody knows that’s a thing, um…
you know, people know that like, prejudice is a thing but they don’t know
that like, thinking race is biologically based is a thing, so they don’t like
– obviously they are coming up with these ideas somehow and it’s not
because people are telling them what to think.
Right.
And so I wanted to know, like, how are they doing that, um, and this is
the really interesting thing is that no one is
talking about it and so people don’t know
it’s a thing, and people have totally different
views, and they like, don’t even realize the
other view is even a possibility, and people
will be like – I’ll, so I’ll explain what I just
explained to you, and people will be like,
I’ll like, “So race essentialism is you believe
this about race” and they’re like, “People

think that?!” and that’s some people, and then some people, I’ll tell them
that, and they’ll be like, “Uh huh!” and then I’ll tell them “Well social construction is like this,” and they’ll be like “People believe that?!”
Hahaha So now I’m curious, now: so, for the people you’ve talked to, what do
you say in either case? Or like, who is it that – not them specifically, but like,
(laughing) have you noticed a problem?
Um, so I was just talking about my thesis to this one guy, who was just
like, to the, I was just like “oh well race is a social construction, like, racial groups are kind of social categories, created for different motivation,
maybe like, political in the past, or like, for social reasons now, a sense of
community, whatever” and he was like “What?” like, “People think that it’s
not biologically based?” and I was just like, “Well… no (laughing) maybe
not…” and I tried to like, come up – because like, my own personal views
on this are like, not really relevant to the project, like they’re what inspired
me to do the project but it’s like, not
Remain distant. Critically distant, from the project.
Exactly. (Laughing) but as he was like, saying this stuff I was like, “eeeeeii”
(laughs) you know?
(Laughing) Yeah, yeah.

So I tried to like, come up with things, like
“Oh, well , you know, like you know like, the
‘one drop rule,’ like, what does that mean,
like, if three of your grandparents were white
and one was black, would you be considered
white, because it’s like a majority, or would it
be like, black, because that’s what you really
were…” and he was like, “I’ve never heard
of that.” (Laughs) I was like, “Did you go to
school in the U.S.?”
Hahaha
But basically, yeah, he was just like, to him,
it was like, since no one ever talks about this,
people tend to have these ideas, and they
don’t ever question it at all. And he was just
like, “Why would it not be? Of course race is
biological!” And I was like, “Really it’s not!
It’s really really not!
Hahaha
And I was trying to come up with things like
that, where I was like, “Oh, in some countries, they have like mixed race as like, more
of a category, whereas in the U.S., like that’s
like kind of ignored, and, like, you know…”
Not just that, but, but um, look at like, uh
– there are court cases where they decided
whether a certain – like there’s one court case
where there’s like a Serbian couple, and they
come to the U.S., they’re immigrants from Serbia,
Sorry, I’m going to write this down.
No, no, please do! Anyway there’s this couple
from – I think they’re from Serbia, and at the
time the U.S. had a white-only immigration
law.
Mhm.
And so, they’re not allowed to get their green
cards and they sue, and they say “We’re white.”
And the judge has to say, um, “Oh yeah, we
decided now, Serbia counts as white.”
Hahaha! Okay.
Yeah so there are all these different things like,
there are interesting court cases about, like,
Eastern European Jews, it was like “Anglo
Jews are white, but then if you’re like, Jewish
but you’re from Eastern Europe, you’re kind of
on the edge, and then if you’re Greek or Irish
you’re not…”
Hahah
And then like, later, Irish became policemen,
so like then they were white, so like… (laughs)
Yeah, no. it’s like… yeah.

It’s weird, and the fact that you have to have actual
documented law cases determining everything, I
don’t know.

guess which race they are.

Yeah, that’s – I’m definitely going to look that up.

Yes.

I’ll just email it to you.

This isn’t going to be published until late April… if
it’s going to be published at all, but I don’t want to
give away your study.

Yeah so that’s the kind of thing that I try to bring
up, and I was like “Well…” and I was citing like
how in the U.S., “Hispanic” is like your ethnicity,
for like, “Hispanic or Non-Hispanic,” and then
race is like, another thing, but is “Hispanic” your
race? Like, some people would say, “Your race is
Hispanic,” and then other people would be like
“No your ethnicity is Hispanic and your race is
white, or your race is black,” and it’s like, what if
one person white, and one person is black, and
they both say they’re Hispanic, are they both the
same race, or are they different races?” and this
kid was just like, “…”
Hahahaa
Like his face was just like, “What?”
Mind-splosion. That’s always a fun moment.
So yeah that was interesting. And usually when
people go the other way and they’re like, “People
believe that, like, people believe that race is biological?!” are usually people who study this kind
of like, social-justice-y thing…
“You mean eugenics?! We still do that?!” “It’s not
exactly eugenics, it’s just a misconception…”
Exactly.
I mean, I’m definitely one of those people. Who’s
like, “Really?” (laughs)
Yeah. So then, I’ll be like, “Yeah people think
that all the time, and it’s horrible, but. You know.
That’s why I’m studying it.”
So what exactly are you – what have you studied?
Right. So that’s the background and then my
studies that I’m – I’ve been doing studies like,
all year, but the ones that I’m writing up for my
thesis are on… so my first thought is like, how
do people formulate ideas if not through explicit
mention of like, biology and genes? And so, my
first study is about appearance – which, like, it
makes… your genes affect your appearance, so
people draw conclusions from that. So the design
is there are two conditions, and in both conditions you view faces of black and white people.
And it’s like a “memory test,” so you’re supposed
to pay attention to the faces, but, you know. Psychologists lie all the time.

I have a question.

[So in here I cut out the part where I describe my
study design. if you want to understand it you can
of course go back to your original notes and read it
again, but I just cut it out to take it off the table in
terms of you publishing it. If you have any questions
about it, or want to describe it generally, just let me
know and we can figure it out! - RG]
So when you see these two social groups and you
see that they’re socially distinct, people are then
going back on that and saying, “There must be a
reason that there’s this social distinction, and I
think that it’s genes.”
Okay that’s fascinating.
Really interesting! Especially because there’s all
these negative consequences of race essentialism.
So it’s like, if we’re trying to celebrate multiculturalism, and diversity, you know – colorblindness is
like, on its way out, as a thing to do (laughs)
(Laughs)
One would hope, although, you know. Ideally it
would be on its way out, as a thing to do. Um, but
it’s kind of like, we’re still drawing these distinctions and like, what conclusions are people making?
Yeah.
Which is sort of complicating, for me, as someone
who – you know, if you think that like, you know,
you should be, you know you want to like, hold on
ot your culture! But then, kind of, there’s all these
unanticipated consequences of that.
Right.
So that’s my thesis! (Laughs)
Wooooow.
So I’m working on writing it up, right now, and
in writing it up I’m like, talking about it to a lot
of people, and a lot are like “Really?!” and then it’s
like “Oohhh, awkward!”
That’s so funny. So – so can we put this in the context
of Tufts, somehow?

Hahaha.

Yeah.

But you know, you look at the faces, and in one
condition they’re very… all the faces you can like,

Um, like… I guess I’m just curious, I guess I’m just
curious, like… how do you think this, your findings,

or like, you thinking about this, do you view,
like – through this lens, because you’re – I know,
when you’re writing a thesis,
Yes (laughs)
You kind of get in the mode of like, looking, this
way, of looking, and trying to figure out these
things kind of all the time, almost?
Yeah.
Do you notice things related to your thesis at
Tufts in terms of how people think about race?
That’s kind of a big question, but.
Yeah, I mean Tufts has like, ever since we’ve
been here, I mean like, freshman year there
was that whole thing with KSA, and like, Tufts
has had a – I don’t know if it’s a Tufts problem
or like a – I don’t go to any other schools, so I
don’t know what it’s like there, but
Right, right.
But to me Tufts is a place where like people in
a white majority just don’t like to talk about
race. And I read your thing, and I remember
you said you were in a class that like, talked
about critical race theory, and everyone was
like “What the fuck”
Hahahaaha
And like, because we all went to these schools
that are like, really wealthy, really white – and
you know, you don’t… you kind of talk about
slavery as like, a period in history, and everyone was like “Well that isn’t me!”
“Don’t blame me” haha
And it’s really easy to like, point to other groups
and like, “Oh, those Southerners did this thing,
but in the North…” or like “My family wasn’t
even in the U.S., like, we didn’t even do it.”
Which is cool, but (Laughs)
You still participate in this society.
You still reap the benefits of that kind of system…
Yes, and also, that.
Yeah.
I mean not only are you participating in this
society, you are getting a lot out of it and you
don’t necessarily realize that, and I think that
Tufts doesn’t really do a lot to like, prepare
people to have this kind of discussion. Without reverting to whatever they thought in high
school, without becoming really defensive…
without…

Yeah, defensive, this is a big thing that Tufts
does, yes (laughs). Well, when you tell people
you’re doing a thesis and they’re like “What’s
it about?” and you’re like “Race.” And then…
they don’t like that. So.

get why they’re so defensive. But at the same time, it’s a really big problem.
I have this whole line of research thing where I want to like, basically
research like, why do people find discussions of race so uncomfortable,
like, what do we do to make people feel less uncomfortable, to the point
where we can actually discuss it? Which I’m like, also kind of torn about,
because that research would focus on like, white students, and how to
make them feel less defensive, but like, again, focusing all that research,
more focus on white people, like I don’t know how I feel about that…

Okay, so I want more of that. Or, I want to know
– does that happen a lot?

Well, there’s something to be said – I like that, but only because I think a lot
of the time (laughing) racism is like, not a white person problem.

Well, I don’t know, certainly there are things
where people hear about my thesis and they’re
like, “That’s a thing? Why would you not think
that” and then, like, also people who like,
“Wow psychology, so cool, what’s it about?”
and then I’m like “Oh, like, racial groups!” and
then you can see their eyes glaze over, and like
they just don’t, they just don’t want to hear
about it and they’re like “Oh, that’s cool.” And
then they like, you know.

Right right right.

Ha, yeah, defensive.

(laughing) Like it’s, it’s like, or if anything it’s – the people who are supposed
to be speaking about racism, or race – not even racism, just race – cause
white people have this thing where like
“I don’t have a race.”
Right. Or, most white people, you could say – well, unless you’re like “white
trash,” right, or like, lower-income, or like – like I think Jersey Shore’s a really
racializing show, actually…

Hahaha!. Mm. So I asked this to a couple people:
I’m trying to work out… one of the really interesting things that’s come up in these interviews.
Uh. I’m trying to think, and it’s hard to not spot
patterns in certain –

Hmmm.
There are, I mean, there are ways in which people are like… forget it. But
anyway most white people… don’t have to be white. They can just be, like,
“Average!”

Yeah.
And one of the things that people say is that I ask
people what is the worst thing about Tufts, and
multiple people have said, “We’re too P.C. here.”
Okay, see that’s like, a thing.
(Laughs)
Yeah, that’s definitely something that I think
people say a lot and it really bothers me, because they’re like “Stop talking about race,
already!” Especially that, like, wrench… gun
thing, and it was just like, really? You think
that we talk about race too much? Because we
don’t ever talk about it, and you think that anyone even trying to steer a conversation even
vaguely towards race is too much, and like, I
guess I feel kind of like, like in high school, I
was one of those kids who was like, like my
grandparents didn’t even do it, like, half my
family is white, like – and I’ve done a complete
180 since then, not just in the things I study –
Social Psychology – but like, coming from that
background, I can kind of empathize with that.
Yeah.
And then also coming on the other side, where
it’s like… and I mean, my high school was like,
probably like 70% white, 30% Asian. And so
I never felt like I was in a minority. And once
I came to Tufts I felt like more of a minority,
in many ways, because like, I hung out with a
lot of people freshman year who were into like,
Asian-American type stuff, and it was never
even something that I’d even considered be-

Right. So, kind of sidebar, but still pretty relevant: so, in class, we’re reading
Maus.
Mhm.
So you’re familiar with – have you read Maus?
It’s that comic.
It’s a comic, yeah. So basically what Spiegleman does is he draws all these different racial and/or national groups, it’s really unclear, as different animals.
Right.

And so, forcing white people to confront that might be interesting.

Yeah, yeah.

No, I mean, I think it’s – I think that’s why it’s so uncomfortable is that
you’re pointing out, like – because talking about racism or racial prejudice requires saying that someone is a majority group and then like, being forced to identify as your racial group is something that most white
people have never had to deal with before, and it sucks, and so, having to
do that, they don’t want to have that conversation if they don’t want to.

You know, so it’s a really complicated book – like, the Americans are dogs, but
black Americans are black dogs, like, um… so he messes with the metaphor
constantly.

(Laughs)
So, so anyway I kind of like, I’m looking at a lot of the ideas and like, does

(Laughs) Right! And I felt very, like, caught between
that because like, I know exactly where they’re coming from and while I don’t agree with that, I like, I

Yeah, exactly! And so maybe thinking that they’re more a social construction would make people more comfortable about it. I don’t know. But I
really think that – I mean to me, Tufts really does have a huge problem
with it, and it could just be a problem that everyone has, and I just happen
to be at Tufts, noticing it.

Right. I mean that’s the whole thing, is like

And like, for poeople who aren’t white, it’s like, you’re always being forced
to be seen as that identity, so having the conversation is proabbyl not that
much more uncomfortable than just living.

“Yeah… white people.” (laughs)

It’s kind of like fatalist

So like the Brits are, are like, fishes, and the Jews are mice, which is weird,
because that’s not the same – like, British people and like, an ethnic-slashreligious identity are different

Right.

fore. Because like, my mom is like, ethnically Chinese, but she grew up in Connecticut. So my family
is not… we don’t, we speak English at home, we, you
know… I was raised completely white American. So,
like, and that stuff started coming up and people,
like, look at me and I kind of like, look kind of Asian,
and it’s like, they’ll say all these things about white
people, and I’m like, “What?”

thinking that race is completely a social construction make white people
more willing to talk about it? Because maybe talking about social categories is less uncomfortable – because if you think race is biologically based,
there’s nothing you can do to like, if racial groups are completely separate,
you’re always going to have to deal –

Yeah.
Like the like the, like the mice have pet cats, but the Germans are also cats,
and like, it gets really confused. And he does that on purpose I think, because
it’s about – it’s mocking the idea of racial essentialism.
Yeah.
As like, “different species,” you know.
Yeah, definitely.

And what’s so interesting is that
we were talking about this in
class, and some people in class
were like “I don’t like that he
does this because it is racial essentialism.” Um.
Oh! They have heard of this.
Yeah! And, uh, my professor’s
like, “No no no, he’s” – and then
we pointed out all the ways in
which he kind of like, messes
with that idea.
Right.
And uh, and there was still
some resistance and she goes,
“Well okay, well we’ll talk about
this for a second. We’ll talk
about why he’s still a mouse
even though Art Spiegelman is
an American.”
Right.
Um, which is actually really
interesting, because you think
about it and you’re like “Wait,
yeah, why is he still a mouse?”
and uh, “He should be a dog!”
His parents can be mice, because they were brought up in
like, Europe, but he for all intents and purposes should be a
dog because he can pass as an
American, and for a book that’s
supposed to be about identities – we talked about, there’s a
scene where, um, there’s a scene
where they meet – his Holocaust
survivor dad refuses to pick up
a black man in a car, because
he’s racist against blacks.
Right.
And Spiegelman’s wife is like “I
can’t believe you just did that;
you were in the Holocaust!”
(Laughs) Yeah.
“Think about it!” and he’s like
(grumbling sounds) and it’s a
really awkward scene. And so
Spiegelman includes it to show
that racism exists, whatever.
Yeah.
And we’re talking about the
scene, and Professor Sharpe
goes, “You know, originally the
idea for Maus was gonna be

about Klu Klux Kats, and the
mice were going to be American blacks.”
Ohhh
But Spiegelman thought that
he wasn’t qualified to tell that
story, so he changed it. And
then she goes “But this is weird,
because the KKK is also incredibly anti-Semitic.”
Yeah. So how would they –
So why would they… why
would he… that, you know…
this was totally going to go
somewhere, shit.

to like, go with whatever their, like, subconscious preference is.
Right.

(laughing) No it’s really interesting anyway!
No so she was talking about
how – oh! Okay okay wait I got
it. Mnahh. Okay so she goes,
so she goes, “So he wrote this
article about how he doesn’t
know about segregation in
America, he just knows about
segregation in Holocaust Germany, because those are the
stories that he grows up with.”
And she says, “But this is just
– this is just him denying his
own racial category,” which is
interesting because he wrote a
whole book about racial categories. She points out this one
scene, where they’re at this – the
scene directly afterwards, they
go to a resort in the Catskills.
And they’re hanging out in the
Catskills, and everyone there
is Jewish. And she goes – and
this was a book written in the
70s – she goes, “Why are they
in the Catskills?” and everyone’s
like “They’re on vacation!” and
she’s like “Yeah… but why is
everyone at the resort Jewish?”
and we’re like “I dunno!” and
and the she goes, “It’s because”
– and I knew because I had discussed this with her before, she’s
like “It’s because at that time
and kind of still today, country
clubs, elite country clubs, would
not let in Jews.” And so that’s a
segregated resort that they are
at at that point. Which is why
they’re hanging out there. And
then one guy who’s Jewish was
like “No no no, it’s never been
like that, Jews have never been”
Really?

So like, yeah, having something else like, “Well they just want to be together!” – if that’s easier for you to believe, you’re going to kind of cling
to that, and yeah. (Laughing) It’s hard for people to be ripped away from
that!
The whole “self-segregation” argument, you’re like, “Yeah, okay.”
Yeahhh, to a certain extent, like, if you are sort of like always the token
student, and you’re a minority, and sometimes you just like – if you think
about why white students don’t want to talk about race, it’s because they
don’t ever have to think about it. If you’re hanging out with all white people, you don’t have to think about race. But if you’re like, the one person
who’s not white, than you do!
“In America…” yeah was very resistant to the idea of being put in that, kind of like,
position? And he was like “No, no, we just” – he goes, “It’s just because they’re culturally… culturally, peple want to be together, Jews want to be together.” And she’s like
“Maybe today, but you have to historicize this,” like, there are laws that said that you
couldn’t go to a country club if you were like, not like, a WASP.
Yeah.
And he just got really, like was not… cool with it! Yeah. Which was a very interesting
moment I thought. A really interesting moment.
I think, yeah. Like in psychology literature too, like it’s kind of a self-preservation
thing, like you kind of, if it’s at all ambiguous like you don’t want to believe that
people hate you based on your category membership. So if it’s possible for you
to – and it goes both ways, too, like, if it’s possible for you to say it’s based on
something else, you will, and if… which is also funny that people are like, “You
make everything about race!” it’s like, “No, I don’t really want to believe that you
think that!” (laughs) but anyway.
(laughs)
And then the other way too is like, if you… are like, trying to decide two job candidates, if you’re trying to decide if you should pick up the dog, on the side of the
road, person. If you can make a decision – if there’s something else there that will
let you make the decision for you, that you can point to, you’re like, “Yeah, that.”
So like, if you have two job candidates and someone tells you to decide between
them and like, one’s white and one’s black and everything else is equal, probably,
like, a white boss is going to choose the black candidate, because like “I don’t
want to seem racist…” whatever, but if one little thing is different that they can
like, point to then they’ll choose the other person and be like “Well it’s because of
this!” And giving them that out, kind of, like makes them way more comfortable

Right.
And so like, sometimes you don’t want to! Because sometimes it sucks!
And so if you want to hang out with people who are your same race because you don’t have to think about race! And it’s kind of like to put that
blame on minorities for doing it is like, “Well that’s what you do all the
time, when you hang out with white people!”
That’s what I mean, yeah.
How can you not see that that’s beneficial, you know? That, sometimes,
you know. So. It’s just very…I feel like, I don’t know. I thought the common reading book should have been Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting
Together in the Cafeteria…
Mmm!
And they chose the… whatever that book was.
The Blue Death?
No! That was terrible. For this year, they chose – have you read Why Are
All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?
No; it sounds great!
You should definitely read it. Um. It’s really interesting, she even makes
the argument too that’s like, well, like, you want to be with your own racial group beuacse you don’t, you know, and you shouldn’t be putting the
blame on the minorities because they don’t want to sit together, you know.
Anyway I think she does a really good job about making things accessible
to popele ithout making them defensive. And trying to explain, like, “This
is why we’re uncomfortable, this is why it’d be better to just talk about it”

and like, anyway I thought that in- and they sent it to everyone who like,
coming Tufts freshman should read voted for or nominated Why Are All
that book.
the Black Kids Sitting Together and
they were like, “We think this is reWhat did we choose?
ally important, but, it seems like it’s
kind of outdated, and we’re just waitUm, it was this book about New Or- ing for a better book about this” and
leans after Katrina…
I was like, really mad about that
email, and they were like, “We chose
Oh, Zantoun?
this book Zeitoun,” and they’re like
“This deals with issues of race too,”
Yeah, Zeitoun. Which is like, a good and I’m like, no. Because Why Are
book! it’s really good, I read it be- All the Black Kids Sitting Together
cause I taught freshman, and it’s in the Cafeteria is designed as a tool
great! But they sent me this email to make sure people are prepared to

talk about race, which incoming Tufts students are not.

It’s like, “oh.” No it wasn’t a water shortage it was just, the tap –

Yep.

You couldn’t drink it. Like, “Oh, awkward, we knew that was going to
happen!”

And Zeitoun is a book that it’s easy to point to the South, and be like, “Oh
my god, they’re so racist! We’re so elite!” like, “We’re so enlightened here
at Tufts! No one is ever racist! Oh my god, why would you ever go to the
South, that’s terrible” and like, to point to these other people doing these
things and like, be like “Well that’s terrible, to like, profile people on race!”
like “Oh my god, I would never do that, that’s so terrible!” – that’s not
productive, like, you know, I just…
(laughing)
It made me really angry that they thought that was an appropriate substitute in some way, and I’m sure that
You don’t have that email, do you?
I do have it, actually.
Could you forward it to me?
Sure. And it is valid to choose a book, and that book has plenty of great
merits, and it’s a really great book, it’s valid to choose that book. But to
make it sound like you’re addressing these issues that need to be addressed
on campus with this book is just not true.
Yep.
And it frustrated me a lot. And this year, they were like “Oh we need nominations” and they were like, “Please make a book about the environment.”
And I was just like “oooohkay.”
Apparently – I used to have a theory… I don’t anymore because of Zeitoun…
but I used to have a theory that the book that they chose was always to just
like, give us a common enemy.
Hahaha
To like, unite around. Because apparently, like, the year before us, the book
was about literally a serial killer in Boston…
What?! Welcome to Boston! Are you serious?
Yeah! And so now – and so our book was water is the common enemy –
Haha! That’s terrifying! Poor freshmen!
I know!
Oh my gosh.
I don’t even know. Our book at least you could just make jokes about cholera
for four years.
Yes! Yeah that was a terrible choice on their part – I mean, Zeitoun was
way better than that!
Also considering that, uh, that we read that book and then we had the water
shortage that year.
Yeah! Was that the same year?
Yeah.
Oh my gosh.

A weird, it was a weird time.
That was a very strange way to be introduced to Tufts. I mean, I don’t
know. Anyway I thought they should have used that opportunity to like,
do something. And they’re always like “we love diversity!” and I’m like,
“Nope, you don’t! You’re terrible at like, ever talking about it.” And even
– like I was just talking about this to someone else, how people should be
required to take some kind of class on diversity, like, critical race theory or
some things in social psychology, like, kind of, but like, it had to be more
focused and it’s just like, you need to be equipped to deal with the fact
that people are different and that you’re gonna have to discuss it and you
can’t like, freak out and be like “It’s not my problem, don’t talk to me abut
it!” And I thought this would be a really good opportunity to do something about that, especially since this book I thought was really… she’s
way more eloquent than I could be, in trying to explain this to people.

Yeah, and that’s kind of what people need to like, get
over, kind of? Like, it could be the very first step to being like, you know.
Um, okay, I have to ask a meta-question before we go
– this is all fantastic. Um. Hang on I have to check this
(checks phone) Yes! Come to me Jimmy! Send text…
okay… done. Arrckk! Overwhelming.
(Laughs)
We have to have a meta-discussion now about how the
images are going to look in this.
Okay.
Um, so. Uh. Anything you want to give me would be
great. I would love the email response to Zantoon. I
could love – because of the research-sensitive stuff, I’ll
type all this out

And you said it – and I mean, I haven’t read it – but you said it prevents
people from being defensive, in that it presents the information in a way
that’s non-threatening.

Okay

Yeah I think –s and by more eloquent I mean like, she’s very, she like
describes things and it’s very like, she anticipates a lot of… cause it’s easy
to hear those kind of arguments and be like, “It’s not my problem,” and I
think she anticipates a lot of those, I feel like eloquently and it’s something
that I can’t do – I mean, because she has written a book! And so… and I, I
think like, anything that would just be any kind of preparation for assessing anything like this, I think they should teach that in high school too!
but… Tufts had it’s chance,

Okay

Right.

Oh, yeah, sure! Do it.

Basically, to do something like this, and they completely threw it away,
which really frustrated me. And this whole like “Office of Social Identities” thing, it like… eieghgh. I don’t think it’s really a thing that the Tufts
administration does well, basically.

Ok, I actually have to go, sorry.

Right, well, because a lot of people on the Tufts administration – I have been
learning – apparently have the same reaction, which is, “It’s not our problem,” or “We don’t want to hear about it…” but like, the way to make things
less uncomfortable is to go through that discomfort!
I agree, and then also this summer I was doing psych research and I was
working with a professor who is basically trying – she wrote this book
that is kind of halfway between… it’s like for college coursework, but it’s
not for like, psychology, so they’re not like, journal articles, but they’re a
little more academic than like, pop-science books, but it’s called Doing
Race, and it’s basically about the same issues about how race effects all
of us, all the time, whether you’re white, whether you’re not, and it’s just
a collection of essays from different disciplines, like, talking about that.
And she was trying to write a book that was like, more pop-science-y,
about those kind of issues, basically to be like a – because really Beverly
Tatum’s book is old, um, and so she’s trying to kind of make a more updated version of that, because her research is all, like, cross-cultural psch,
and I was like, “You need to do this! You need to write this and then Tufts
should make it a required reading book.” I… yeah. And I, I don’t know. It’s
just like – I think it’s something that needs to happen, and people are like,
either so focused on like, “Don’t be racist, that’s terrible,” and then like, it
sort of translates to “Don’t talk about race.”
Right, that’s what I was gonna say: there’s a way in which talking about race
is racism, which is not…

And I’ll send it to you?

And I’ll highlight things that I’d like to include, and then
if you’re like “eh, actually, that would compromise my
study” then I will just not include them.
Okay, yeah, sure! I actually have to answer this (checks
phone)

Okay, no, this is great. I’ll be in touch.

Sorry, I said I would send this to you after we talked! but here it is now!
The email that the Common Reading Book Committee sent after they
chose Zeitoun as the common reading book for 2011.
Most interestingly, they said this (and I actually forgot they said this in the
email until I looked it up now):
“In advance, we have decided to dedicate the Common Reading Program of
2012 to focus on education of issues of diversity, power and privilege, and
in related programming, address these issues on campus. This would be a
collaborative process, working throughout the year on a planning process,
engaging faculty, staff, and students interested in taking leadership roles in
designing this program for students entering Tufts in 2012. We are open to
creating a “reader” created for this purpose composed of chapters of books
such as Dr. Tatum’s and articles. We will also advocate for more time to be
allotted than usual for the Common Reading Book during and after Orientation to allow for sustained dialogue.”
...except actually they didnt’t!? wtf?
They sent this to everyone back in December of this year, in reference to
the common book for 2012 (I think I mentioned this to you, that they
were going to have the focus be on the environment):
“The theme for this year’s Common Reading Book will be a focus on the
environment.
You can read more about the goals of the program and the criteria for
the book selection at our website: http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/commonbook). If you have an idea for a book that meets the criteria (including
a focus on the environment), complete the submission form athttp://
activecitizen.tufts.edu/commonbook . The deadline for submitting book
suggestions is Friday, February 17, 2012.”

*Author’s Note: The court case I was trying to reference
in this interview was Dow v. United States, in which two
Syrian (not Serbian) immigrants sued after being denied
naturalization status on the grounds of non-whiteness.
The court determined that “in the words of Circuit Judge
Woods, on “the generally received opinion . . . that the inhabitants of a portion of Asia, including Syria, [are] to be
classed as white persons”. I include this because it’s important, and also because Zeitoun, the Dave Eggars book selected over Professor Tatum’s, is about a Syrian immigrant.

Name: J.Z.
Year: 2012
Major: (Social) Psychology
Hometown/Region: Redwood City,
CA
Age: 21
Ethnicity: Nicaraguan
Height: 5’9”
Sex: Male
Gender: Guy
Sexuality: Gay
Religion: Culturally Catholic
Average Parental Yearly Income:
Scholarship/Financial Aid: Yup
(thanks Bill Gates + Tufts!!!!)
Interests: education, social justice,
photography, music, etc
Okay, I’m recording! So now this is on the record
unless you tell me it’s not. So…so, first, I don’t
know how much you know about the project, so
I like to like, prime people, a little bit. Did you…
read the PDF at all? Or the thing that I sent out
I think I read it a really long time ago.
Okay.
When I first got it. But I didn’t respond until
later.
Okay. this thing – did you see thing?
Yeah.
This is like basically… ish what’s going on. This
is what the framework is.
Oh is this your rendition?
Yeah – oh, yeah, yeah! This is, so this is the
template we’re working with. The thing that I’m
making.
Yeah you’re making like a new viewbook.

barred, you know –
Ha!
And, what do you want people to know about you
at Tufts? So those are the two profile… things. And
then the other goal of this project is like; I don’t
want to format it like a this is like “the authentic
Tufts viewbook,” right, becusae that’s bullshit; what
I want it to be is more like, thinking about, like,
transparency and like, how things are produced.
So the interview is like, not really that – and we’re
going to have to have a meta-conversation about
what your profile’s going to look like, and things
like that. if that’s okay.

I – freshman year, I was so excited about going on Senate, and bringing diversity to a pretty
homogenous body, and, like, advocating for
students who are on financial aid. Cause like, I
experience a lot of problems with that, and uh

Haha Yeah that’s not a trivial amount!
Yeah, like “You need to figure stuff out.” And it
was just really, it’s scary to talk to these big bad
admissions officers and financial aid officers –
and admissions officers, because I didn’t know
them at the time.
Yeah.
And they’re really awesome, but… so I made it
my mission to increase visibility and make things
more friendly and have open houses, and meet
your counselor

scholarships that are associated with specific donor’s names, and if you get one of
those in your financial aid package, you’re
asked to write a thank you letter. So whenever I write these thank you letters I want
them to be very authentic, but also to be
eye-opening to some people who – bless
their hearts for donating – probably aren’t
familiar with a lot of the things that I represent.
They’re in a position to donate.

So I think that’s kind of what they sell me on, like
the fact that I am showing the value that diversity
brings to schools and how I help other students of
“diversity,” quotations.
Right.

(Laughs)

“Describe you?”

But… what would I sell myself as?

Not describe you, the second one: “If Tufts were
going to describe you – if Tufts admissions were to
profile you, how would they sell you?” uh.

Yeah.

That would be horrible! I hope someone
would stop my letter if they knew that the
person that I was writing to was a bigot.
(Laughs) But it’s just like, really awkward,
you know?

Yeah yeah yeah!
Okay. Um, so I don’t know if you just want to talk
at me, or if you want me to ask you some of these
questions, or if you looked over these questions, or
if some stand out to you as interesting…? Um, one
way that’s – tell me if you want to talk about any
of those, but one – this is probably the easiest to
get people started kind of thinking about things…

Ha! Haha
And then maybe, what’s maybe different about
how you would sell yourself. Not sell your – HA!
Ha!
(Laughing) How you would like, tell your own…
thing.
Yeah that makes sense.
Um, if that’s helpful. If not, pick one, or do nothing…

The rendition, right. So this is like, kind of the
frame – this is my profile.
Haha!

I interviewed another one of those today!

Um, everyone’s going to have the black box…
uh, which I’m gonna ask for your stats, like,
probably at the end

Yeah, so. Um, I’ve been thinking about that a lot
recently.

But otherwise – mine is just about, almost exclusively about me doing comics for Tufts and
then me quitting doing comics for Tufts, basically. Um. But… the idea is kind of like, the two
questions that we’re trying to answer – metaquestions – are like, What do you want people to know about Tufts, and then – no holds

Yes please.

I was like “That’s not a...”

Yeah they’re in a position to donate, they
don’t know what it is like to – I mean it’s
not like I’m from the ghetto of some, like,
an urban city, but I’m also not wealthy, I’m
not white, I’m also not straight, I’m all these
other things. So I always write these letters and think, I want to show them what
they’re doing, but I also don’t want to tell
them that I’m gay and have them cut off all
relations to the university

Well I always think it’s funny when I think about
what got me in and how they would sell me, and
like, I actually just got chosen to be in this scholarship viewbook for donors…

Sweet.

value them, you know, I think they help me see
things in the world and see things at Tufts very
differently, and I’ve always, um, prided myself
in giving a voice to people who aren’t highlighted, or whose voices aren’t privileged. So to give
you a concrete example

Yeah.
And…. I mean I think like, in a very simple way,
um, I like, (laughing) fulfill a lot of diversity quotas? Like, I’m Latino, I’m from the working class,
I’m from a single-parent household, I’m gay, I’m
a charter school student… um, I don’t know, I’m
interested in education… the list goes on. Um,
and I think those are all true and those are all
important identities, that I value, yeah I really do

(laughs) Speak to me!
Well I have this really generous scholarship,
and Tufts miscalculated my aid the summer
before my freshman year, and the price I was
supposed to pay fluctuated by $14,000.
Shit.

Uh huh.

Well, I think, I don’t know – (laughing) I don’t
want to get really serious!
No you can get really serious! It’s whatever – it’s
whatever you’re comfortable with.
Um. I think it’s a little problematic when they sell
my story. Um… but, if it’s for the good of the institution, or not just the institution but the students coming here, then I’m all for that.
This is what I’m hearing from actually people who
– I’ve talked to three people now who are in a similar situation. Um. In that they’ve been chosen to
kind of, like, stroke donors a little bit.
Yeah.
And they all said the same thing which is like,
“Yeah, I’m being used, but the cause is such that
it makes it okay,” like, “It makes it easier for people
like me to get into schools, so like, why wouldn’t I
do that?”
Yeah.
And then the other thing is that like, “It also makes
it so that I get more financial aid, so why wouldn’t
I do that?” and that’s like, yeah. It makes sense. It’s
just interesting – it’s interesting.
Yeah, it’s a difficult position I think to be in.
Yeah, yeah.
And sometimes the financial aid office will contact people who get specific – there are specific

Yeah, yeah.
Um… and, I’m trying to think of another
example… What else, what else is interesting about that… um, I mean. What’s the
follow-up question?
Um.
What would you like it to say?
Yeah, basically. What… so that this is a concern I have not heard. Maybe because the
other two students that I interviewed were
like “from rural areas!” and like, but they
were like white. But the idea that your letter
might have negative consequences has not
come up, for me, before, in these interviews.
So that actually I find very fascinating.
Yeah.
This kind of self-censorship – or, this wariness is really interesting.
Yeah I remember I wrote a letter last spring,
when I was really starting to, like, explore
my social identities, as Tufts students really
like doing
(Laughs) We do! That’s what this is!
So um, I was writing this thank you letter,
and I was like “Oh, I know what the financial aid office wants me to write, I’m just go-

ing to like, rattle off all these, like, cards that, um, you
know, fill diversity quotas, you know?”
The little black box, right.
Like all these social identities, and stuff, like, “Oh,
someone from a working class background, blah
blah blah…” All these things. And I was like “Should
I write that I’m gay? I’m not sure about that.”
Mmm.
And I ended up just doing it. Cause I was like, “Well,
if I’m gonna be getting donors to donate, I don’t want

bigots to be supporting this school, so it doesn’t really matter to me. And
if the financial aid office doesn’t like that, then they don’t need my thank
you letter.”

to just talk to the Board of Trustees about – we like, had lunch.

That’s brave.

And we were like, talking to like – trustees, right, they were the Board of
Trustees, they were old white guys. And so, we’re talking to them, and I was
like “This is weird,” and then one of them at the very end goes “Oh we’ve
been talking so much about why Tufts is good, what’s wrong with Tufts?”
And it’s me, and then, one other girl who will remain anonymous, who
is also in our grade, and then this grad student.” The grad student says,
“There’s no open bar for grad students at Tufts.” That’s what he says is the
worst thing about Tufts. Yeah, and then this other girls says, “There’s nothing bad about Tufts.” And then I said, “Well… a lot of people have been
talking about an Africana Studies department” and the guy looks at me and
says, “Oh yeah, I heard a lot of people are kind of lobbying for that,” he goes,
“Why is that important – is it because of Obama?”

Yeah.
(Laughing) I stamp that “Ethical Decision.” For what it’s worth. I don’t have
any authority on that, but that fits in to my personal ethics! (Laughing) You
should be proud of that.
(Laughs) Thanks!
Not that what I think matters.
I just got invited to speak at a donor event like, two days before graduation, on May 17th, to like 250 donors apparently are being invited, and
I’m really excited, I think public speaking and that opportunity will be
really cool. But I am asking myself, “Am I going to stop myself from saying
things that are controversial?” I don’t really think so. (Laughs) So.
It’s weird, it’s weird. Cause it’s not like there’s not stuff at stake, you know?
(Laughs) Yeah, there’s stuff at stake. A lot of money at stake.
Yeah, there’s a lot of money at stake. You’ve got to be careful.
But I – yeah. I trust that they’re all good people. Just cause they’re wealthy
doesn’t mean they’re bad people.
Yeah. I was at a donor meeting – a Board of Trustees thing, where it was like
“Here are the students you funded for research!” Right? So I was supposed

Yeah.

Ha!
And I was like, “Yeah, I gotta go.” I mean, yes. It is. If that’s what sells you…
yeah.
I don’t know if this should be off the record or not – maybe not, it doesn’t
matter.
You’ll get the transcript, and you can read it over.
Thank you. So, I often wonder, like, who are the alums who are becoming alumni? And I think, maybe now it’s changing, but I think for a long
time, like the people who are coming from pretty well-to-do families to
begin with, who are active frat brothers –
(Laughs)

I’m imagining like the brothers of DU, like the
few who get really amazing jobs, lucrative jobs,
like, becoming trustees because that’s what you
do when you have a lot of money and you’re
proud of your school. And I don’t really want
you to make important decisions! You know?
I feel like there should be more qualifications
than just donating a lot of money.
Right, yeah. Yeah. It’s a weird system.
Anyways let’s move on to something more
lighthearted!
Sure, yeah!
Actually can I check my phone? Sorry.
Please, do. Okay, um… let’s see. Really any of
these.
Um. Is there one about like, how I came to decide here?
Oh! Yeah, talk to me about that. People – that’s
not one of my questions, but people talk about
that a lot, so I’m interested.
So I had a lot of reasons why I wanted to,
like, visit Tufts – I didn’t know what Tufts
was until an admissions officer visited my
high school.
Where are you from?
Outside of San Francisco.
Okay. Oh, I knew that! Yeah, okay.

And this admissions officer who’s like, really
really awesome came, and I totally fell in love
with the school from what he told me, and
he used Telescope to get me to visit. I visited,
I loved it, and then in November when I first
was in, and there was another Telescope in the
spring, and I remember I was so pumped! I
was like, “I’m in, this school is so great. I really want to figure out if this school’s for me…”
So I fly to Boston, and… I’m a pretty outgoing
person, so the whole day it’s accepted students
and like, these are my future classmates. I need
to mingle, I need to figure this out, see what
people are like.
Yeah.
So I’m introducing myself to people, left and
right – (laughs) the funny thing about me that a
lot of my close friends know is I have a problem
with me nose, I have like, a really really sensitive nose, and I get nosebleeds all the time from
humidity or dryness, or from, um, pressure if

someone gently hits my nose--it’s very delicate.
Okay. (Laughs)
It’s a weird thing.
That’s a bizarre quirk!
It’s a bizarre quirk. But um, I just remember, the
air was really dry when I came and visited, and
I was trying to introduce myself, and I literally
got ten nosebleeds in one day. like every time
I would try to introduce myself to a group of
people I would be like, “Hi how are you?” and
then I’d be like “Ahhh sorry I have to go”
(Laughing) I shouldn’t be laughing at this problem; I’m sorry.
I just remember at one point I was really really distraught. And I had taken some time to
stay in my host’s room, and I was really upset,
and I was walking around campus, and I was
thinking like, “You know, I don’t really know
what’s going on with me, I’m a pretty outgoing
person, I’m easy to get along
with, I don’t know why I’m
not making any connections
with anyone today, this is really hard, maybe Tufts
isn’t for me, maybe the
east coast isn’t for me,
maybe I should just go
to a school near home.
Where it’s comfortable.”
Mhm.
And I remember
very very vividly, I
walked to the hill-

side next to the Memorial Steps, right on the
other side of Miner Hall, there’s this tree that I
still pass by all the time, and I sat underneath
the tree and was really upset with myself, and
thinking that I was out of place, and I made
this pros and cons list of all the schools that I
was seriously considering, and I just remember the biggest pro on Tufts – I mean there
were a lot of pros for Tufts, like, I think it’s an
amazing place – but the most compelling pro
was to come here and to go so far away from
my family would be such a challenge, but such
an exciting opportunity, to become independent and to learn, and to see a new part of the
United States, just all that jazz. And that really
really excited me. And then I thought about
it a little bit more, about what was happening
that day, and I realized like, maybe my nose is
inhibiting these social interactions?
(Laughs)
And it was! Because, you know, I decided to
come to Tufts, and I’ve never regretted that
decision. I love Tufts, and I’m so happy I didn’t
let my nosebleeds get in the way. I mean, I’ve
made so many friends, and I’m not out of
place, and it’s just really silly that I almost
didn’t come here because of my nose!
Yeah I had the same like – cause I’m from
L.A. – and I didn’t go abroad, and people are
like, “Why didn’t you go abroad?” and I’m like,
“Like, I’m abroad here.”
Yeah seriously!
Like, it’s weird enough here! (Laughing) Come
on. Yeah. I don’t know. Because when you do
it that way, you’re learning all the time, you
know? If you go somewhere far away, every
day you’re learning something new, even when
you’re not in class.
Yeah. My mom would always, used to always
say whenever I was sick, “Oh, I’m sorry that
you’re not closer to home, I wish you had chosen to come to a university nearby, I could
bring you chicken soup whenever you’re sick,
we could have lunch once a week…”
(Laughs)
I was like, “No, that’s like, really not what I
want.”
(Laughs)
That’s really not why I came to Tufts.
(Laughs) “Yeah, I feel better now!”
Yeah, “I feel better, don’t worry about it.” Um.
And… I’m thinking… do you just want memories, or should we just use these questions?
Happy moment at Tufts?

Um, whatever you want to do. I haven’t gotten
many concrete – some people just like, pontificate about Tufts and that’s useful, but like…
yeah, if you have like, moments.
Yeah. So I went to a charter high school that
chose all of my classes for me, and they were
all really great classes, everyone just took the
same course load. I remember when I first
came to Tufts and I had gone through orientation and they’d given me that huuuge course
listing, it’s this old, dry book that doesn’t look
that interesting, but I was mesmerized.
Mhm!
I remember I set aside some time one afternoon and went through every single page with
a highlighter, and just highlighted every class
that sounded interesting. Because my OLs, my
Orientation Leaders, had told me to choose
some classes I was interested in, and also to
have some backups because you don’t always
get your first choice, so when I finished going
through the book I had like fifty options!
Haha!
I just thought, “This isn’t really going to happen this semester, maybe not my entire time
at Tufts, but it’s just, it’s awesome that we have
so many choices.”
Yeah. I agree. I agree. Um, that’s a good one.
Um. (Long pause)
Um…
Yeah so I can be more helpful if you want. I
find that sometimes the best way is just to let
people pick their own questions. Or I can just go
through the list and you can be like, “Eh, no!”
or “Eh, yes! I’ll answer that one.” I did that with
one guy, he made me go through the whole list.
Kind of a sadistic action.
Um
These are like, it gets more meta like, here. If
you want to talk about – like we can talk about
the project, we can talk about… I’ve been doing
a lot of that today. I’d rather talk about Tufts.
Like…

Collective, I did Tufts Ballroom, I ran for Senate and I
got a position, I… went to a few Latino meetings, like
a few Latino center meetings. I went to Queer Straight
Alliance, did a bunch of different things. And then
over my four years, I started a group called the Financial Aid Student Advisory Board, that gives constructive feedback to the Financial Aid Office, it’s like
a focus group.
Mmm.
I’ve been on programming board, I’ve been involved
with the – right now I’m really involved with the new
office, the ISIP.
Yeah yeah yeah yeah
Involved with those “diversity” issues. Uh… I feel like
I’m selling myself short. I interned at a local charter
school… oh I worked for the admissions office! And
was a tour guide and a greeter. And… and so those
are probably the most memorable things?
Those are… many things.
(Laughs) Okay, good!
No, no, that’s quite a lot!
Okay.
And it’s also like, scope of involvement – I feel like you
are very dedicated, like, I don’t know you that well, but
like, from what I’ve heard, you do a lot.

Yeah. So I remember, I really like meeting people, and so during orientation I just would go up to people and ask them who they are and start
small talk, and like –
Like my roommate.
Who’s your roommate?
Sigourney Norman.
Oh yeah!
Literally – I always tell people – the first day we were all together, she went,
literally knocked door to door, and brought me with her, and I was like,
so freaked out because I was not – I’m much more extroverted now, but
when I was a freshman I was like “eiighnnnuuh what are you doing” and
she’d just do this thing like, (extends hand) “Hello, my name’s Sigourney
Norman, this is Chase” –

Yeah. And that’s kind of their selling point, they’re always like, you know, “a
title will get you a meeting with so-and-so,” and I’ve found that to not… be
true at all.
(Laughs)
So, that’s misinformation, and I think all they do is waste people’s time, and
I think it’s unfortunate that the president defers to them for information
and feedback and student opinion, when they’re not representative of the
student body. (Laughs) I have a lot of issues with senate.
(Laughs)

(Laughs) Oh my gosh!

Quite the impression!

They have this thing called “G and W,” I think it’s like, Good and Wellness,
where it’s like a closed-door meeting, and they – excuse my language – just
like, shit all over everyone. I think they’ve changed it since my freshman
year, but it’s like circle check-in, and no one’s allowed to say anything to anyone, you’re just supposed to hear what people think, so people can be like,
“I hated that person who came in today and asked me for money,” or “and
asked the senate for money.” As if it’s their own money.

So, so, so what have you – what – like on the senate,
for example?

Yeah. There are a couple people like that. It’s a rare breed, I think.

Right.

Well, so I wanted to keep meeting people, and actually ask them about
themselves. and so when I was running for senate – this is like, tooting
my own horn – but I didn’t chalk, I didn’t… you’re given three pieces of
chalk and 75 posters…

(Laughs) Um, so anyways I decided I wasn’t going to run again. I always
make it a point to call them out when they’re doing bad things. Not sure if
this is what the viewbook wants, but –

I hate senate.
Talk to me about senate!

It’s so funny it was the most surreal experience; it was the first day of Tufts!
It was really cute, but.

Haha I didn’t know you were given finite pieces of chalk!

Uh huh.

Mhm.

Yeah what do you do?

And we don’t believe in privileging one student’s
voice over another.

And I didn’t write up fake promises, I just said, this is my perspective,
this is who I am.

Um, well I don’t do much anymore.

Okay.

Yeah.

Well what have you done?

And when I got to Tufts, I was so excited because it’s
a bigger school, like, you can’t have this kind of direct
democracy at Tufts that I had at a 400 student charter
school.

These are the principles that will guide my decisions. And I got on and
I was really happy, but I quickly realized that eight hours of meetings a
week was useless, and not productive, and… everyone on the board was
really self-absorbed and self-important. And senate as a body does nothing, like I think individuals do a lot of things, but I don’t think…, I, for
example, I started the student advisory board, and met with the director

But I used to be so involved. I remember my
first semester I did the freshman thing and
went to the student activities fair, and signed
up for like a jillion e-lists, I did Tufts Dance

Do you think it’s kind of like, “I have extra clout because I can call myself a senator,” and then when you get into meetings there’s nothing that really gets done?

Thanks! I think it’s been this evolution of trying to figure out everything, like, get it all… because I wanted
to be a part of Tufts and help it be a better place for
everyone. And I think I have accomplished that, in
some ways. There are some limitations to what one
student can do, but, um.

Um, so I – my high school also did not allow student
government, and they didn’t allow superlatives in the
yearbook, because we don’t believe in popularity contests.

I can talk about, being over-involved, I can
talk about…

of financial aid, but I had the initiative to do it all myself.

That’s tiny!

Yeah. And I used none of those. I just, a lot of people already knew me,
so I just kept talking to people.

No I mean it’s not – this is the point. This is fine.
This is the point? Good.
I mean it’s – yeah. Like, it’s – the idea is to create a forum for this kind of stuff.
That people might not know.
I think the best thing senate has taught me is: well, the senate has taught
me that a) I can do things by myself, b) that we are all student leaders if we
want to be, and c) a title should not privilege you to anything. (Laughs) The
only power that’s really useful is their power to distribute, er, allocate the
student activities fee, but I don’t think that should be in their power – so
many of them have conflicts of interest. But another really important thing
that they’ve taught me is that it’s just a popularity contest, if you just put
your name out there enough, you get voted in, and I think that’s ridiculous. I
think that when they get voted in by like, fifty people, in the school, because
so few people actually vote, it’s a travesty to actually call them representatives, it’s a travesty for them to say they’re representing constituents, (laughing) that’s not what they are.

Right.
They’re not that important. So… yeah. If I ever run a school – and I do
want to run a school some day – there’s going to be no student government.
Haha!
If you want to have your voice heard, I will listen for your voice, individually, or as a group, but not through some bureaucratic organization.
I see, I see. That’s – yeah. Um. Let’s see.
Maybe… I’m trying to think of other really informative Tufts experiences.

That’s the thing for me, at least, is like – vocabulary becomes so important!
And like, you don’t have it! Or like, I didn’t have it – people have it, but like, I
didn’t have it.
Yeah.
And so you’re like, “Oh, hm, something seems – I dunno!” but you can’t, like,
there’s no way to articulate it, you have to learn it! It’s like, it’s, it You have to
engage, and it has to be, like, really uncomfortable
You have to try!
You have to try, and it’s hard, and it’s like, gah, you have to work!
Hahaha!

Yeah.

You know? I don’t know. I’m still working it out.

Um, well I think, I think my experience with the financial aid office is
really really important, also.

Yeah, I am too! and it’s my, you know, second semester senior year

Yeah.
So like I said, I had trouble with financial aid before I got to Tufts my
freshman year, and I would get so angry at home, and my mom would
see me so frustrated, and I remember telling her one day, I’m going to
infiltrate this entire office! I actually said words like that.
Yeah, yeah.

I know, yeah
And I’m just starting to find the words to talk about these things with people, and you know, have conversations, not really like, changing anyone’s
mind – well, they might change some people’s minds, but I’m not, I’m not – I
know I’m not the most articulate about it. But I know that I’m getting better.
Mhm.

So that’s what I did! But I did it in a much, like friendlier way.

And I wish I had started sooner, because there are a lot of resources on campus to support these kinds of dialogues.

Well, yeah, that’s kind of, from what I can tell, how you operate!

Yeah. No, it’s a weird thing, kind of trying and not really knowing, what –

And I realized the moment I stepped into the office and met with everyone how nice of people they are. And how intimidating these people
can seem behind their titles – admissions officer, financial aid counselor,
president of Tufts University – they’re people, like, they’re good people,
actually, usually most of the time, if they’re involved with this sort of
thing. It’s really taught me to not let myself be intimidated by these titles
and to not stop me from saying something.

Mhm.

Right.
I just feel like it’s the same way with admissions officers – like, you stereotype admissions officers to be like, these scary people who will find
any reason to reject you – but that’s not what Dan Grayson is, that’s not
what Matt Hyde is, that’s not what any of these people are.
Right. Ah! Okay. So you’re a senior – is there anything you kind of wish
you had known when you were a freshman, that you’ve learned? Do you
feel differently now?
Um… I think, I think that… that’s a really hard question.
I know. We don’t have to answer it. I can think of something else.
I’ve never really thought about it, or articulated it – it’s something that’s
been in the back of my head. So a lot of the issues of race and sexuality
and gender and other social identities on campus that Tufts students
struggle with all the time – for a really long time, I wasn’t comfortable
speaking up. And I was more interested in making my friends who felt
attacked feel comfortable. And justifying things for them. And I really
wish that I had made it a more productive learning experience for everyone. I don’t think I had the words or the knowledge to really work it out,
for anyone else, let alone myself, but I wish I had tried sooner.

And then also, like – I was talking with someone, and they’re like, “Yeah, sometimes I get really angry, and sometimes I want to discuss things, but then I’m
like, ‘Yeah but I don’t want to ruin some person’s day!’” (Laughs) Like, “I don’t
want to be a bummer!”
Yeah, but then I’m like, “Okay, well we can just continue to put down the
nonstandard voice.”
Yeah, right?
Like “That’s fine, I’m used to it.”
(Laughs) Yeah.
(Laughs) It’s unfortunate.
Yeah. It’s a problem.
I also wish I had taken more English classes at Tufts.
Hell yeah! That’s what I do.
There are some really great professors.
Which English classes did you take?
I’ve taken some with Ammons.
I like Ammons.
Yeah I like Ammons. And I took Shakespeare…

With Haber?
Yeah! I thought she was hilarious!
Flying elbows Haber?
Yeah she’s so great! I love her. I remember the last day of class we had our
final exam, and then afterwards I had to talk to her about my final paper,
and I just remember after we finished talking I was like, “I just want to let
you know I think you’re fantastic.” And she was like, “Jimmy, that’s so sweet
of you, I also want you to know that I think you’re fantastic!” Yeah so I wish
I had had time to take more of those classes. Except I’m probably going to
grad school here next year.
Oh! Really? Congrats!
Thanks! I just need to get in.
Yeah, well, you will.
Thanks.
Um, that’s really cool. Oh we have a – for education?
Yeah.

Um, what do you prefer?
Aw! Um. I guess I prefer a combination. Really what I prefer is that you
just shoot as many images that you want associated with you at me.
Shoot images of myself or things that are important to me?
Anything! Images of yourself or images that are important to you… things
that you think, that you want people to associate with you. just that would
be – or that you think are indicative in some way of like, your Tufts experience.
Will you just put them in like a collage, or…?
What I’ll do with them is I’ll put them all… I’ll see what kind of happens
in my brain, and then I’ll make something, a PDF something, usually like
a, probably like a collage, if it’s just still-lifes or whatever, with some comics usually thrown in. Most of them are going to have comics. I’ve had a
few people be like, “no just use plain text” or “don’t use my name,” a lot of,
you know, different – there’s one guy who’s doing it all as a script, like, like
from a play, like
That’s cool.

Yeah.

Yeah so like if you have any ideas as to like, how you want it presented,
throw them my way – if not I will do something – I’ll hand you the transcript, I’ll give you the pdf of it, just yours, your chapter, and then you can
just go to hell on it. And then we can go from there! If that helps.

Okay. Uh…

Yeah.

Is there anything else that I can help you with?

And then – if you want to be done with this, that’s also cool. But I’d love it
if I could like, dialogue, a little bit.

Oh that’s killer.

Uh so just, yeah, so just really briefly, um – so, are there, like, is there a way
you want this presented? Like you could give me maybe a picture, like a campy
photo of you, or something, or like, I could just cartoon you, that is a thing that
I can do. Cause what I do is comics, so the default is that I just… comic you.

Yeah! I’d love to.
Ah fabulous! Thank you. Okay I’ll let you go; this has been fantastic.

Name: I don’t like that my last name is French (if I ever publish in the Anglophone
world, it will be under a pseudonym). But I like my first and middle names a lot.
Year: It’s 2012 CE and I still get a little thrill revolting against my upbringing by not using AD. (But I hate BCE because it takes too damn long to write, and it’s unbalanced,
unlike AD/BC.)
Major: I’m a theologian who parades around as a student of literature but I really, really just want to be a writer, don’t put me in a box, Chesterton did it, right? But I really
really just want to be Gandhi, or John Woolman, or Dorothy Day. I want to rewrite the
entire Bible into actual, legitimate Modern English, with lots and lots of fucks and
swears and theologically incorrect statements. I don’t know if my majors are helping
me do that.
Hometown/Region: Weymouth, Massachusetts, but every time I mention that I picture
Jess Callahan telling me I’m not, because she did tell me that, the one time she heard
me say I was from Weymouth, and I get that, because she is, she’s lived there her
whole life, whereas I moved to Middleboro when I was seven, though I insist that that
town never is nor ever will be my home – I even live more in Bridgewater than I live in
Middleboro even when I’m in Middleboro – and second, the religio-spiritual connections I have to Weymouth and Hingham and the South Shore (which Middleboro isn’t)
shouldn’t be so stupefyingly opaque for someone who I knew K-9 through co-attending
South Shore Christian Academy (though even there, she was a lifer and I wasn’t).
In any case I have an emotional connection to the South Shore that I still don’t understand, but shit is powerful.
Age: Billions and billions of years, if we use the Neil deGrasse Tyson system of reckoning. =D Infinite or 21 if we use Augustine’s. (Augustine is problematic.) Less old than
this sentence, if we’re being Zen about it.
Race: I once punched Justin Duval in the face. Also, when I was 8, I wrote him a letter
of truce, saying that despite what his people (the English) had done to my people (THE
IRISH), I still wanted to be friends. (The first event is unrelated.) I refuse to come to
terms with my Quebecois last name. (The fact we both had French last names means
nothing to me.) My great-great-great-great paternal grandmother was Hawaiian. My
great-great maternal grandmother was one Ninny McBean (which is Scottish but I
pretend it’s Irish).
Height: Too fucking short.
Sex: Ascetically frequent.
Gender: Part of me is aware of how incredibly feminine I act. The rest of me is adamant this is masculinity, because I refuse to surrender that term to anyone. Carly Nuttall may have said to me that she sometimes forgets I’m a boy, and Allie Katz maybe
said I don’t even have a penis, and I might be a neurotic hypocrite with this combative
masculinity when I’m pouring all my thesis work into understanding asexual agendered spaces.
Sexuality: I get asked, a lot, about that. Only Cady Hrasky didn’t have to have me spell
it out for her, but she still didn’t get it, because she said: “You’re not gay, so you

Describe yourself. Who are you? What do you
do?
When they asked me this question last time
I referenced Maimonides and said I would
only describe myself apophatically and then
spent the remaining 170 words talking about
things I never do or care about. And then
they let me into this school anyway. Why.
If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what
would they highlight? What would it sound
like?
They’d probably mention this TCF bullshit,
but I hope that’s handled by the time I’m out
of here. You could get a lot of quotes about
how I know quote-unquote everybody. People like me, it’s nice! “The Joel Greenberg of
your year,” I’ve been called by Joel Greenberg.
Jei Moon came to visit me and said “How the
fuck does everyone on this campus wave to
you?” I used to write down things like that,
to keep my spirits up when I was down. This
is slightly different from Allison Cohen’s
“Narcissist Scrapbook” of all the nice things
I say about myself (though I’m not sure it really it exists, even though it should).
Is there a typical Tufts student?
Yes, but that doesn’t mean they actually exist.
IR Major, crazy overinvolved in everything.
Do you feel like you’ re part of a particular
group at Tufts?
No, if “yes” means “to the exclusion of any
other group.” I like to flit. Like a butterfly.
Is this good or bad?
It’s difficult. But I like it.

can’t be like a gay best friend… so I guess that makes you my asexual
friend?” And then this week someone told me I wasn’t gay but I was
“close enough” and Sullivan has told me so many times it’s a compliment,
people have such high opinions of gay people, but really, when a date is
not a date because it turns out they thought you were gay – even though
they wished you were straight! – it’s – it’s something. It made me a terrible sexist for a while, but fucking Tupac reacted the exact same way, and
that is literally the first and only thing that got me to like him. Go. Tupac.
You are the shit.
Sometimes I tell people I’m celibate, which is the most complicated lie I
tend to tell.
Religion: Oh my god, yes: I’m a monotheistic panentheist with a high Christology, an agnostic eschatology (favoring preterism), I think I subscribe
to ancestral sin (personal and systemic), but I’m highly sympathetic to
Pelagius and Origen and they sure didn’t like ancestral sin. I’m adamantly
opposed to the idea that orthodoxy can somehow be expressed without
orthopraxy because that is the entire book of James no shit, which is why
my evangelic outlook is dictated by la teología de la liberación. I would
steal back the meaning of evangelicalism from the evangelicals if I could
(I like calling them “soterians” now that that’s a thing, but that just makes
me participate in the same fractious discourse that has torn Protestantism
to pieces for half a millennium. Worse, it’s just a narcissistic fantasy of
rescuing the fundies from the fundies). I’m still a Protestant because the
Anabaptist/Malki-Tzedek abolition of laity is still incredibly appealing to
me. I want to be implacably anarcho-pacifist, I would become a Quaker or
a Mennonite to do it if I could ever, ever bring myself to accept belonging
to a “sect.” (That’s like – it’s like standing up and going “I made the wrong
decision! These people don’t have a monopoly on truth, but I’ll join them
anyway!” Why would you do that?) I like to be as strictly apophatic in theological descriptions as I can without becoming insufferably opaque, but
I’m very much a Tillichian and that involves some cataphasis (even though
I’ve never actually read Tillich). I have a troubled relationship to askesis,
theosis, and monism an account of the self-mortifying relationship they
necessitate between divinity and selfhood; they seem irreconciliable with
Athanasius’ arguments in De incartione, which I treat non-negotiably. Or
maybe I just don’t understand them right.
Also, I like Zen. Anne Gardiner reminded me that I once called Buddhism
the most heartless religion, though, which I still feel bad about, especially
for going out of my way to make Sam Bartlett feel terrible about liking
Buddhism. (I was an awful, awful dick.) I’ve developed a penitent attitude
toward Sunni Islam; I’m already indebted to Sufism. I don’t have any opinions on Shi’a.
Average Parental Yearly Income: I told Jake Zakarian about my family’s
income in the third grade and my mother chewed me out for it. It’s been
hard to talk to them about finances since, which was very upsetting during
the college application process.
Scholarship/Financial Aid: Not enough! Motherfuckers.
Eyes: Like tree trunks, Allie once told me.

Where is your home at Tufts?
I still think fondly of Houston and Patrick’s room.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
That I have friends here. The hell is the best thing about
any other place besides that? But actually, I’m dead serious.
What is the worst thing?
It’s north of Boston and Medford/Somerville are just,
like, not… pretty. This bothers me much more than
it should.
How do you feel about Tufts?
The institution? They could do a lot more for student
debt, as could the overwhelming majority of colleges.
“Tufts” as I know it, the places, the people? I love it as
much as i love them, obviously.
What do you wish you had known before coming to
Tufts?
To pick Japanese over Russian and to have dropped
Comp Sci immediately in favor of Arabic, HOWEVER,
if not for Comp Sci I wouldn’t have done Child Development because Slonim made me do it which is what
I did instead of Arabic so this is not so simple after all.
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
I almost fell down the stairs, shit was terrifying. I wrote
a haiku about it and submitted it to the lit mag, not
even joking.
If yes, when?
On the way down the stairs. Otherwise no.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at
the start?
Yes.
If so, what is different?

The day Osama bin Laden died, I heard someone scream: “HEY MUSLIMS!
GUESS WHAT? WE KILLED YOUR POPE!”

I have a better understanding of *what* this place is
and *how* it operates, both administratively and by
the student body. I guess that’s good? I have a weird
sense of nostalgia for places on campus that remind me
of freshman year that I pass less often. It’s odd.

Describe a happy moment at Tufts.

How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?

Showing up at college. Really.

Comical, my New England boarding school was more
diverse than this place. I don’t give credit to lip service,
any more than I think blowing kisses is like making
out.

Describe a strange moment at Tufts.

Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
The RezQuad closing. ;_; But actually, I was such a fan of that place.

Why do you think I’m doing this?

Hair: Кудрявые. This is a much better word than
chino (it’s sort of onomatopoetic if you think about
it, koo-drrya-vee-yih, “drryaa” as in cat), which is
what Gabriela calls me, though I have no idea how
why chino curly and chino Chinese are the same
word.
Interests: Zoology, astronomy, mathematics. I
never read about or study them but they absolutely
fascinate me.
Activities: Many. I talk people down at 3 in the
morning, I discuss church history at 4, I made Matt
Shrago toast at 2 AM that one time. For going with
Matt to get Alex in time for Erik’s party (I was so
tired). FOR MEETING GRAYSON. For dragging Annie
to Hingham so I could see Ian because fuck no I
was not going to keep not seeing Ian. For sobbing
into Erik’s couch. Those are activities that I care
about.
Political Views: “Take no thought of the harvest,
only of proper sewing.” I fear the neo-liberal elite
of education (now that I’ve had Bakunin put words
to my discomfort so I can actually articulate why I
don’t trust education to better people), because it’s
not only that everyone needs it but that almost no
one can have it.
I put that T.S. Eliot bit as my senior quote, I was
that goddamn arrogant.
			
ing question as strictly yes/no. This is so
What?
annoying.
You are
all the
maxims
marking

violating
Gricean
by not
the lead-

n, def. But I think
that’s happening anyway!

I have no idea, I didn’t read the viewbook before doing this, I didn’t even
think about it, I was just like “Chase wants help? Help Chase I shall.”
But I’ve read it now, and I will take it as an opportunity, in a very tiny way, to
get at what the American Studies class did for you.
Do you think I have biases in conducting this survey?
Insofar as one cannot be purely objective, yes. How this could be biased, I am
not sure. Perhaps the questions you *don’t* ask are revealing?
If so, what do you think my biases are?
I have no idea.
Why are you involved in this project?
Because you asked!
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this project?
The hedonistic pleasure of thought.
If so, what do you hope to gain?
A pony. Jk, the first thing. I should start realizing each of these questions has
a follow-up.
Do you have reservations about participating in this project?
Yes! Shit’s got ethics violations all up ins. All up.
If so, what are those reservations?
It makes a big difference, for example, that Cady Hrasky thought of me emasculated, and not Sullivan Cohen. That at least gives the illusion of handles
that one could follow up with and interview. To say “some friend” gives a
misleading sense of arbitrariness. Whether or not it is arbitrary, my psychological reality refuses to recognize it as such.
What are questions you would like to see answered in a Viewbook?
Religious identification. The degree to which people struggle (and don’t) with
that fascinates me.
Is there something you wish I’d asked?
Political beliefs! I
will do it myself:
Cynical.

Name: Lorrayne Shen
Year: 2012
Major: American Studies, Political
Science
Hometown/Region: New Jersey
Age: 22
Race: Asian American
Height: 5’3’’
Sex: is good for you
Gender: Female
Sexuality: Str8
Religion: None
Average Parental Yearly Income:
$150,000+
Scholarship/Financial Aid: Nope
Eyes: Brown
Hair: Black
Interests: Graduating
Activities: Derping

Okay, so this looks good…
Cool.
Okay! So. So I was going over – you kind of know the spiel, a little bit.
Yeah, yeah.

And, it comes out to like $1.30 per
thingy. But those were not in color. Well,
only some of the pages were in color. So
it would probably be like, $2 for a book?
Okay. Bookmobile?
Yeah.

And you’ve seen – did you see the thing that I’ve sent out, did you se the thing that
I’ve done so far? The book and stuff?

I like that. okay. I will keep that in mind.

No. Sorry.

Yeah, do it. I’ll send you the stuff.

Oh! No that’s okay.

This – what?

I looked at the questions. Is that the same thing? Woah! Okay yeah I did see this.

I’ll send you like, the information, or
whatever.

You saw this?
Yeah this is amazing.
Okay cool so yeah, this is what, um, the project has been so far. This is – I told you
about this, right, I found a cool, I found a thing that’s basically just all the tools for
marketing Tufts –
Oh shit!
It’s online, it’s public, I’ll send it to you, it’s so crazy. It’s called Visual Identity Systems so the whole first chapter, like, is just exclusively quotes from the Visual Identity
Guide, so these are like, typefaces, things you cant do to the logo,
Haha!
Really interesting. And then I did like a section that’s like, some history and images of
Tufts. Um, this really racist song that I found, some protest things…

Yes please! So this is, like, the third chapter is like, again quoting the viewbook –
this is like, this is language that you’re
supposed to use, when you’re talking
about Tufts.
Yeah.
So this is like, this is for any official Tufts
publication. Um… talking about how I
would not do that that way, different –
this is really interesting if you read it in
the context of race. Professor Sharpe did
when I showed her this – but this is like,
correct color pairings, um
Oh my god!

Mine’s pretty done, pretty straight. But
everyone else has been playing with it a
lot, which is really fun. And then… campy
photo if you want, like a – mine is just
about, uh… why I quit.

And…

way or like, like there’s a huge, I think
in admissions, there’s a huge tokenism,
like part of admissions is like “we want to
get this kid” or “we want to get that kid,”
“we want to get that kid” all of these different perspectives, but really just like,
people, I think, become like “the kid from
a rural area” and that’s like, who they
are.

Quit what?

Yeah.

Admissions.

So the idea is to like, kind of push back
against that, and expose that, and also
just make it, like, really transparent, in
the process of the interview. So the transcripts, a lot of the transcripts talk about,
like, for example, image and the process
of the interview, and stuff like that. So it
gets kind of meta.

This is the shit.

Yeah.
Um, and then all the anxiety I was going
through, last year… and then, uh, stuff
like that!
Beautiful! What are you using, uh, InDesign?
InDesign, yeah. So I’m learning InDesign, doing this project, it’s fun. Yeah so
that’s just so you get like a Framework,
and stuff. And kind of what I’m doing
with these interviews is I’m interviewing people – the longest one has been
Seth’s, which was, like, two and a half
hours, but that’s because we were also
catching up – the shortest one’s been
seventeen minutes, so it’s really just me
shooting the shit with people

That’s awesome. This is the coolest thing
I’ve ever seen in my life.
So that’s the plan.
Okay, cool.
And it’s also supposed to be like a forum!
Yeah.

And then transcribing, and then, I don’t
know how involved you want to get, but

So, so. Cause. So like I said earlier, I
guess, um, at lunch: what do you want
people to know about Tufts, and what
do you want people to know about you
at Tufts. And then we have all these
questions, and I don’t – you looked over
these.

I’m all here for you!

Yeah, yeah yeah yeah yeah.

Yeah

You… are you going to get this printed?

Color accents, things like that. Things
like “Brown and black make very good
color accents, but should never overpower the whole page” (laughs) stuff like
that.

Yeah, I hope so.

Oh my gooood! That’s ridiculous!

Okay!

So if any one strikes your fancy…

Yeah.

Um.

Yeah, so, this is my student profile, just
so you get an idea of, like, what it will
look like.

I will buy this.

Yeah.

Okay! Um, cool. Okay you ask me the
ones that you like, I think, like later
on, because, yeah. I’m just sort of like,
“Blahhh!”. I can’t make a lot of decisions
right now.

Well I don’t – hm. I don’t know in what capacity it’s going to get printed but I really
want it to get printed and like, disseminated, a little bit.

But the little, like, stats thing? I need
from everyone.

If you get it printed you could go to Bookmobile.

Okay!

What is it?

Uh, so eventually I need like, that. and
that you can like, play with, or whatever.

Yay racism!
Yeah.

Sweet.

It’s like, we used it for Voices last year
Yeah?

Sure.

Cause the more stuff I get, then the better… uh, the easier it is for me to create
something that is like, a collaborative
thing.
Yeah, yeah.
Cause the idea with this project is to really just talk about how, like – the problem with any kind of representation. And
kind of working through, like, my anxieties with, like, representing other people,
and like the ethics of that… Also like, profiling them, like, selling them in a certain

Okay.
Um, but… the first one. “Describe…”
What do I want people to know about
me, right?
Yeah. (Coughs)
(Pause) (Laughs) I kinda… here. This is
all fair game! Uh…

(Laughs)

Oh! You know what? Can I ask you
something, actually?

Like, people – cause you can’t be the
asshole who’s like, “Oh,” like, “I have too
much on my plate and I can’t be happy for
you right now.” So I’ve been trying to be
happy for like the past, like, three days.
Um. But I am not in a place where I can be
doing that because I am super stressed.
And, um, that is something that guess
people don’t know? And it’s not just like,
stress, like, “Oh, normal student stress!”,
I’m talking like, I went to counseling, like,
today, and they were like “Is it urgent?”
and I was like – like I was on the phone,
because I as like, crying in Statistics, but
no one knew, right, because that’s like,

Yeah.
You talked to me about this today: that
there’s “what people think of me” Lorrayne, and there’s “what I would like
people to think of me” Lorrayne, and
there’s one other one. How you actually are, or something.
Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah.
Maybe that?
Okay!

Oh really? That’s great!

weird. So I left Statistics, right, and I’m
in the bathroom like, “Cool… in the math
building, crying… like a normal person…
cool…” and, I call counseling, who I have
listed in my phone, right, I don’t have like
the phone numbers of like – I think my
mom changed her cell phone number,
oh well! No I’m kidding. But I called them
and they were like “We’re booked until after Spring Break,” which is crazy, it just
goes to show – they have like, ten counselors on call, you know what I’m saying?

No it’s weird! Thank you for doing this.

Yeah, yeah.

No! Dude. Like my birthday’s been going on for – okay maybe this is a good
way to transition. My birthday’s been
going on for like four days.

You know, people are going nuts. And
they were like, you know, “We can see
you if it’s urgent.” And I was like, “Well
I’m not going to kill myself… is it urgent?”
and then I was like, “Okay, whatever.” So
I was like, it’s not urgent, someone needs
it more than me.

Because that was really interesting to
me. You can also just talk.
Yeah yeah yeah. So I’m just – so feel
free to include this, but. So it’s my
birthday. And, um, today –
This is the second birthday interview
I’ve done.

Kay.
Cause, it started on like, Friday. Cause
people were like “Oh my god! Surprise!” and that’s like, amazing, I feel
like, loved and blessed, but it’s like,
exhausting, you know?

Errmmmm.
So then, I was crying more in the bathroom, and then I went back to Statistics,

and I was like, “I can’t do anything.” I
have no idea what we talked about in
Statistics, I think we drew some squiggly
lines? That was cool. Uh…
You’re a senior; you don’t need Statistics.
Yeah, right? Yeah. And I’ve taken it before. So I’m just like, “You know what?
I’m just gonna go… go there, and ask
her in person what does urgent mean.”
(Laughs) So I went, I was like “Heeeey!”
and she was like “Hi,” and I was like
“What does ‘urgent’ mean?” and she’s
like, “Here are some forms…” (Laughs)
and it was all good. So I went there, and
you know, so I was like, crying, and talking about my life, and, um. Yeah so I just,
I feel like I don’t really… and this is, maybe it’s a weird day, but I have been feeling like this for like, months, or for years,
even, you know, because I often feel like
this. I just feel like I don’t have a handle
on things, and I don’t get what I’m supposed to get out of Tufts. But, you know,
I’m like, alive, I have friends, I’m like,
generally a happy person, you know, so

ple… don’t take me very seriously,
and I don’t – I don’t really know
how I want people to see me, because I guess the way I act is the
way I want people to see me? Um.
But yeah I don’t – I think people
want me to go to them when I
have, like, problems, um, but I do
it in a way where I’m like laughing
about it, or like
You’re – um, sorry, finish.
No, please. You’ve been there.
Well… cause I do the same…
thing.
Yeah.
Is that, you – there’s a defense
mechanism, thing
Yeah.
Where you like, want to tell people
your problems but if you do it in a
performative way…

You are very loved.

Yeah.

Yes, and I am so loved, you know! And
like, how can I = and that is something

So then, so that it is a release to
do that
Yes
To perform your problems, but
at the same time, it’s like. Well,
like. This is actually causing me a
problem.
Yeah, or yeah
I don’t know, I don’t want to speak
for you, obviously

that, like, that’s pretty great, you know,
going to college and getting those things.
But do I have, like, a good GPA? Do I have
like, you know, the like, scholarly recognition? Do I have experitise? Not friggin
really! If that’s - I don’t have those things
at all! And, um, people don’t really know
that, I think. I’m trying to answer the
questions in ways that like – we talked
about this, in counseling today. Um. Peo-

Yeah no that’s exactly what it is, is
you’re just like, “Oh no! Ahahahdaas!” Right, and like, and and I
don’t – and I think maybe everyone is like that, so an extent, so
like, who am I to say, like, “You
don’t understand me, world!”
(Laughs)
Like, the world understands me
pretty good, like… it’s just, at
some point, it’s like, not enough.
So… um, yeah. So I think people

see me as like, I think people, they see me as someone somehow they feel like they can
trust, and they feel like they can talk to, and that, like, I’m generally going to be in a good
mood, and I’m like, you know, free-spirited or whatever, and like, I really care about the
things that I care about. And, um, and…. Is that the way I see myself? Like, yeah, like I think
that I can be trustworthy, like you know but like at the end of the day, I also think that I can’t
do any of those things that people see me as, because I don’t have my own back, ever. You
know? And I feel like, you know we’re here to be students. If I can’t be a good student, how
can I be a good friend, how can I be a good, like, you know, mentor – honestly, how am I
supposed to be a good mentor when I don’t have my shit together? Like, I can’t be a good
girlfriend, I can’t, like, I can’t even plan my own life really well, you know, so it all comes back
to this. So like I haven’t really worked it all out yet, that’s why I’m going to counseling tomorrow again at nine a.m,, um. Yeah. But like, all of that together kinda means like, I don’t really
think Tufts would ever want to profile me, you know? Like ever. Cause like, I’m one of those,

like, liability kids, you know, like – and I feel like there’s gonna be a lot of us! Like I was saying this today, earlier, like, there are
things that we don’t talk about at Tufts. Right? Like, we don’t talk about money. We don’t talk about race – yeah, sure, people like,
talk about the fact that we don’t talk about these things, so okay, so that’s kind of talking about it. One thing we definitely don’t talk
about like at all is like, you know, academic failure. Or just failure in general! Or like, you know, you know, mental and emotional
health. You know what I’m talking about, yeah. Because, because – and being a good person, we don’t talk about morality, and
these are things that I feel like follow you around for the rest of your damn life! You know? Like. So does your race. So that one is
also important, we don’t talk about that, but like, you know, I don’t know! It’s just crazy. And I feel like that, that is why I don’t think
they would ever profile me. The only time the administration has really tried to reach out to me was when I – I like to talk to my
dean pretty often, because it’s always like, “Hey Lorrayne!” you know, “Looks like you didn’t hand in a paper!” like, “Should probably meet with a dean!” So I go meet with a dean, and the dean’s like, “Who are you again?” and I’m like “Uhhh it’s cool, like, I’m
really sorry that we’re like, spending this time because I don’t really know what you’re supposed to do for me” and she’s like, “well
you know, are you gonna get this done?” and I’m like, what am I supposed to say, like, “no”? Why would I say that? “Yes”! And so,
you know, maybe I’ll pass, and then we’ll bump into each other again maybe a year later, when I have yet again screwed up my life,
so that’s just – I think I just rambled a lot, I don’t really know if any of that was usable.
It’s cool.
I don’t know if I, uh, answered those questions. And how do I want people to see me? I guess it’s pretty damn good if people think
that I’m trustworthy and all that stuff, so. And people have also come to see me as someone who’s reliable, so. But am I? Don’t
think I am. So it’s okay. It’s okay.

Iiii dunno, I don’t think you’re that bad.

‘Kay.

“Why the fuck is my Brita empty!?”

(Long pause)

I… am an American Studies and Political
Science major, um… Asiain-American, female – I don’t know if my voice conveys
that right now, and, um

(Laughs)

Okay! Um –
This went deep fast, yo.
Yeah, no, no, this is great, this is great.
So… I dunno, Lorrayne. I’m trying to
figure out how to go with this, because
there are so many parts of you that I
want to capture, but I don’t know if I
should do that or if we should just focus
on one thing…
No, we can go with everything!
Cool. Uh,
I’ve been here for four years, you know,
so there’s, like, a lot of other stuff.
There’s a lot of stuff, yeah. Um. Do you
want to – do you want to peruse these,
and maybe if anything – I know this is
kind of a lot to throw at you – I find that…
we could just go down the list, like, I
could do that too. Would that be nice?
Yeah sure, yeah.
We wouldn’t have to think, then.
Okay.
You can just say “No I don’t want to answer that” or just keep talking.
Okay!
So. Number one: describe yourself! Who
are you and what do you do?
Um, my name’s Lorrayne.

(Laughs)
Yeah, uh, that is a thing that I do. Being
female.
(Laughs)
(Laughs) and, um. I’ve been an R.A. for
three years, I used to work at the Rez
Quad, but then I got laid off, because it
closed. So then I worked at the Tisch Media Center, but then I got fired, because I
didn’t really go. So that was fun. Not really. But it was actually really nice, because
like, you know, you know my boss was really cool about it. And he was like, “Listen,
you’re probably not a bad person, but you
probably should come to work.” And I was
like, “I probably should do that,” So, you
know. It’s was one of those things. I’m
also vice president of the Asian-American
Alliance, which surprisingly takes up quite
a bit of time…
It sounds like it would.
It’s uh, we’re supposed to be like a political organization for Asian-Americans and
Pacific Islanders, but we also do community service, and we … drink a lot. So, that
is a thing. And, I, have friends, that’s another thing. And I have a boyfriend, whose
name is Shaheen, he plays the cello.
He’s cool. He’s pretty cool,
I’m kind of mad at him because he drank
all my water this morning, and I was like

Like, “Whyyyy!” like, what the hell?! Maybe if my Brita was full I wouldn’t have
gone to counseling! I’m just kidding, I’m
not going to blame him, it’s fine, he’s
great. Um. Yeah. Um, and I think that’s
it. I have a mom and dad and they live
in New Jersey, where I also used to live,
and I have a little brother, and he also
lives in New Jersey, but he’s gonna live
in New York City next year because he
got into Columbia!
Woah, good for him!
What a smart kid, right?
Yeah. Smart cookie. That’s awesome.
Okay. Now we already did number two.
Yeah.
Is there a typical Tufts student? I like
this question because some people
give different answers.
In reality, uh… no. But everybody… but
“yes” in concept.
(Coughing)
I think that if you ask me to think of a
typical Tufts student, I have that image
in my mind, but it’s a fake image. It’s
kind of like a hipster. Hipsters don’t exist.
Right.
Hipsters aren’t really things, right, because everyone hates a hipster, like,
you go up to a hipster and you’re just

like, “Yeah it’s a guy…” I’m like, dating one, right? But he’s like
a real person, and anybody, you’re just like, “I hate hipsters,
they’re so snobby, and they can’t, you know, they wear vintage
clothing, and, you know, all that terrible stuff. But then you talk
to them and you’re like, “No, you’re just a kid that like, didn’t
make it on the baseball team.” No, I’m just kidding. Or like, you
know, x y z, and you’re fine, and

(Laughs)

Yeah, so. But. I think it’s great.

(Laughs)

And she was the bomb.

So why are you doing this?

Yaaay! I also slept in the common room!

Because I love you.

Oh I mean also the architecture kinda
doesn’t match; that pisses me off sometimes.

That was a thing, but you also let me sleep in your room.

Aw.

(Laughs)

So describe Fake Tufts Kid.

Okay, that was also a thing!

Um, you know. Girl or a boy, white,

So it’s okay.

…Brunette, glasses…

Yeah, um. Yes. Uh. Yeah. So it’s a very it’s an actually diverse
group. I mean, kind of diverse, you know? Like maybe if I wasn’t
an R.A. I never would have met, like, a Muslim student at Tufts.
And I think – I do remember the first year we were R.A.s, like,
I was an R.A. and we did a weird privilege line, thingy, and it
was like, “Who’s Muslim?” and like, no one was Muslim, and
then like next year we had, like, four, and I was like, “Okay,”
like, “Let’s not pretend that was not a thing! But like, it’s cool,
I’m down.

And, that one time that I was in one of
your, like “day in the life of Chase Gregory” comics, was like, the highlight of my
world, so like, I mean, it’s totally selfish,
right?

But, um. But. I mean that only pissed me off
freshman year. But yeah! Like… some people
kind of suck! And that is … and they cause…
and I’m sure I’ve been one of those people,
at some point, because we’re all growing
up in college, you know, and like, this is a
traumatic experience for everybody, I don’t
want to hear that it’s not for anybody, like,
you’re being like ripped out of your home
and plopped into this place where you’re
supposed to be happy, but what if you’re
not? It brings out the best and the worst in
people, you know, and it depends on when
you collide with people. So. You collide with
them at their worst, bad things can happen.
You collide with them at their best, then they
can you know, help you out and shit. Um. I
guess the… all of this compounded, the best
is when, you know, I see like organic student,
um, like organization and like, commitment,
like I think is really cool. You know? Um.
Whether or not it actually ever does anything, who knows? But it’s really cool. And
then the worst is when this energy is kind
of, like, used for evil, you know? And that’s
usually through, I think, institutionalized organizations, um. I mean, because they have
name and they have clout. And I’ve like, had
bad experiences with institutions on campus, the IGL, not to – I mean I did EPIIC my
freshman year, and that was like a bad experience, and I know a lot of people did EPIIC
and loved it, so I don’t want to like completely shit on it, but I don’t think it was even just
EPIIC, I think it was like kind of the people,
you know? And like, a lot of people love it
because of the people, you know? But like, if
EPIIC didn’t exist and existed as like, like the
way it does, right, like this prestigious thing
where we’re going to examine this thing in
the world and get involved, and like work ourselves really really hard, and like all compete
for recognition, and like, time with scholars,
and like, doing all this, like, logistics for this
conference, which is like, not something you
need to learn… I mean it’s pretty, like, like do
I need to learn that? Like, I don’t. And like I
wouldn’t have had that experience. But then
again, like, I bought into it, you know, so I’m
also part of it, you know? Like it’s all, it’s all
there. Like a lot of people have issues with
senate, a lot of people have a similar expe-

(Laughs) Um… you know, came in… you know, cheery-looking,
not too good-looking but good-looking enough to be, like, really – like, good-looking when they smile, and it’s sunny. Yeah
it has to be sunny. And like, you know, wears a backpack. Has
a Tufts sweatshirt. Probably was an IR major when they came
into Tufts and, like, thought Talia Farrow was too scary…
Probably got rejected from Brown?
Yeah. But like, is okay with it.
Yeah.

(Laughs)
Yeah, so the R.A.s are cool. Uh. Okay. Omigod there are so
many. Uhhhh

(Laughs)
I want to be a part of this.
Cool.
Yeah and I don’t think I’d ever get profiled
in a real lookbook, so let’s be real! This’ll
be my first and last chance.
(Laughs)_ Ugh. Okay. Awesome. So let’s…
do you want to do best thing, worst thing?
Could you even answer that question?

And like, comes, did Wilderness, you know, and then… like,
does like, too many things, but is like, really happy, and like,
eventually finds their way and finds something that they’re really interested in. Interns somewhere. Maybe they’re Jewish.

You can just pick, like. If you don’t like something – Okay I’ll
do this, just cause you know me really well. Or, you know me.
Yeah.

Okay, what’s the best thing about Tufts?

Haha.

People who know me, I’m asking, like – because this project
is about transparency

Um, the people, right? The great people
here.

Right

That is the one consistent answer.

Why do you think I’m doing this?

Yeah.

Um, because you’re good at it?

Yeah.

I am good at it.

The students, as people. It’s just the shit.
And I’ve thought about this, before, you
know – Tufts could like, our mission statement could be like… cause no one reads
the fucking mission statement before you
go to a school, you’re just like, oh it’s a
good school! I mean, maybe some people
do. But if our mission statement was like,
you know, you know, “I hope the entire
world goes to hell in a handbasket,” but
like, kinda coded, so it sounded like “Yay,
global leadership!” You know, we would
still get really great kids because that’s
what happens with – actually you know
what I don’t even friggin’ know. Maybe admissions people just like, do a really good
job, but like, people… here…. are fun. And
the worst thing is also the people, right?

No but you know, they’re not Jewish! Their dad is Jewish.
Hahahaha
And being at Tufts makes them want to be more Jewish, and
it’s cool. And it’s a thing. And they go to Birthright. And they
come back. And they’re kind of into it. But then Israel Apartheid week happened and they’re just like, “The FUCK?!” … It’s
all good.
Hahahaha! That’s fantastic. Um, do you feel like you’re a part
of a particular group at Tufts? And if you do, or if you don’t, is
this good or bad?
Yeah I feel like I’m a part of a lot of different groups, you know,
um.., being an R.A., the R.A. groups are pretty friggin’ awesome, you know, very underloved, hated almost, very… pretty
used, but like, they somehow picked really great kids, you
know, kids that like, you know, aside from me, like really got
their shit together.
Self-deprecation!
Like, you know, grades-wise. They’re good students…
For the record, the interviewer’s R.A. was Lorrayne.

Uh, Yeah that’s why anybody should do anything, right? And
you like it, right? So like, you get to draw a comic, and… it’s a
fucking awesome idea, so if you don’t do it, who’s gonna do it,
you know? And I think you’re exposing something that everyone feels about Tufts, this whole, like, brand and image, we
really talk about it, but has anyone actually done the research
as to like, how Tufts is branded? Fuck no! That’s awesome,
this is like, really necessary, you know? That’s why I want this
shit to get disseminated, or at least like put on the internet.
Because like, people need to know! Like. You need to know!
That’s all I have to say. It’s kind of like, the anti of your admissions work. But sort of the same thing. Like, you’re still doing
all the same actions, but with a different, uh, you know, motive, or framework.
Framework, yeah. That’s the idea!

Probably not, but we can talk about it. Try.

rience with like, Tisch Scholars… so a
lot of these institutionalized things are
like kind of what I said as like, it’s sort
of like the institutionalized version of
what is good. Because like, students
getting together, and they like, want
to achieve something, and they like,
“come from different walks of life!
La da da!” but then it becomes this,
like, cyclical, like, energy spender, that
like, doesn’t give a lot. And like, I cry
every single time – like, I cried last
year when one of my residents, uh,
joined a fraternity? Uh. I didn’t really
know him very well, but I like, cried.
I was just like, your life is gonna be
shit for the next, like, three months!
And you’re gonna come home, and be
like, you’re probably going to fail all
your classes, you’re gonna ask who
you are, like, you’re probably going to
have to be hospitalized, because you…
some fucked up shit happened to you!
And like, you’re never gonna be able
to talk to me about it or anybody that’s
not going through the same thing you
are. That’s some fucked shit! Hazing is
bad. And that’s an institution at Tufts!
Like, we endorse that! Yeah. Yeah.
Yeah.
Um. This next one is kind of dumb. It’s
“How do you feel about Tufts?”
Um.
So we’ve kind of been talking about it.
I like it, I guess?
What do you – is there anything you
wish you had known before coming to
Tufts?
Ummmm, I wish that I had racial knowing before I came to Tufts. And that
doesn’t have anything to do with Tufts,
that’s just like, I wish that’s something
I knew. Uh, cause that would have
helped me out a lot. Uh, and I wish I
knew… that’s about it. I mean. I was
kind of already at eighteen, in high
school, being a girl, and like, thinking
you’re smart… you kinda get the feminist thing, a little bit, and then if you
don’t, you can figure it out kind of organically.
Right. Right. Because shit happens to
you, sexist shit. And then, ostensibly –

well, for me, because I’m white, racist
shit doesn’t usually happen directly to
me, so – race isn’t thrown at you.

ing to tell what happened, because now
you’ll have it on record!

Yeah, yeah.

Perfect! Go. Because this term “Bias Incident” has come up a couple times.

Right, and then the feminist thing just
kind of has to happen to you, if you’re
a girl.

Hahaha

Yeah, yeah. So it was in Lewis Hall, and
it was a Wednesday night, and this kid,
like, like the Korean Student Association
was practicing their like, male dance,
and like, you know, this kid comes up
to them and, you know, he’s drunk, and
he has like, a friend, and maybe his girlfriend, I don’t remember, and he’s like,
“Teach me your dance!” and they’re like,
“No, we have a performance tomorrow,”
like, “GTFO,” and he’s like – and then he
just gets mad, and he like, he calls them
gay, and chinks, and tells them to go
back to China… I think he spits on them
at some point…I think he, like, um, you
know, tells them he’s gonna kill them all,
and like…(laughs)

“Hey…wait…”

Little stuff.

Yeah! Yeah.
When you’re just like, “Really?”
Right! Cause like, little boys at that
time will say stupid shit to you, and
then you can be like “hahahaha” or
you can be like “Whaaat?” or you can
be like “Stop” you know, like
Haaha – “Stop…”

“Wait…please stop… thanks…” Um,
but like, I’m Asian. And that’s the
whole like Asian-American construct,
right, like… racist shit is thrown at me
too, I just have like no racial knowing. Like, (affecting valley girl accent)
“Whaaaat?” like, “That’s not racist!”
like, “What’s going on?” and like, so, if
I had that, beforehand…
(enter Gavin)
Hey Gavin (high fives)
>>See you in five minutes
What? (Pause) That’s like ten minutes!
Freaked me out!
>>I don’t know.
Um, I have a radio exec meeting in ten
minutes, which is why Gavin is here.
Oh.
UM. Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts,
and if yes when?
Um, yeah, I … I felt unsafe after freshman year, when the bias incident,
when the hate incident happened. It
happened in my dorm, against the Korean Student Association. Um. I’m go-

the next day, the kid lawyered up, this
is something I learned later – um, and,
uh, were like, you know, “This is what we
want, and this is what’s going to happen.” And like, he was put on, like, leave
for like a year, and took some like, anger management classes, and like, yeah.
That’s a thing that happened. I met him!
He seems... nice. Like no, personal, you
know I never knew the kid! So yeah for a
couple days after that I didn’t really feel
safe. I’ve never been to the frat that like,
he was pledging, ever since. Not that I
think that all of them are, like, going to
tell me to die, but like. (pause) I mean,
let’s be real, like, he… hiiiiii
(enter person who used to live in our hall)
Oh my god it’s like a reunion!
>> What’re you’re doing?
We’re having, we’re doing an interview.
>>Oh.

Just drunk stuff. You know. Drunk stuff.
When I’m drunk, I always tell racist
things to random people.
When I’m drunk I tell people I love them!
Random people. I’ll just be like “YOU
GUYS ARE SO CUTE! I LOVE YOU!” But it
was a Wednesday night, and that’s not
something I do on Wednesday nights.
Usually. So, then he – so I guess he
might have pushed one of them, and they
might have pushed back… and there was
a little race kerfuffle (laughs)

What did they say? How did it come up?
Do you remember…?

(Laughs) That’s the technical term.

(Laughs)
And, uh, yeah. And then, the next day,
members in the Korean Student Association, uh, like, made, went public
with it, yeah, and you know gave a detailed account of what they thought happened, and, people were like, oh. Like, I
first learned about it on Facebook, and

(Laughs)
And then you know, all the articles in the Daily, and like, the comments that came afterwards, were like, really really terrible. Sooo
People keep referencing Daily articles and I get so excited because I like, get to put
them on the page
No they’re just like, really awful, like, really bad. And i… I didn’t really like sit there and
scroll through all of them, like, “Oh my god, I really like reading racist things” but like,
they’re just like, there, and I didn’t feel like – I didn’t feel like, physically unsafe on campus, but like, I just felt like, visible. And I felt like, um, I felt like anything could happen
at any time. like, cause like this shit doesn’t happen, you know?!
Yeah.
Like these kids were just doing something normal and then this kid like, goes and says
this shit to them, so then I was like, “What the fuckkk” and, yeah. Um. I got sexually
assaulted sophomore year. but I think you know about that, right?
I kind of do yeah.

Yeah, so that was another time I kind of felt unsafe. While it as happening, ha ha. Yay!
I’ll talk to you later! (Turns back to conver- No but it’s fine, like – cause people are like, “Oh my gosh are you all right,” or like
sation) Yeah so I mean like let’s be real, “dude, like how do you cope?” and I’m like, like, “I talked to the kid,” like, “I’m pretty
you know that he went to the house afterwards and you know, he talked about
what happened and that it happened
with Asian people, and that they had
some sort of buff about Asian people,
and like, I’m not going to go in there, like,
I’m not going to go into your house! Um.
Which is fine, because like, why would I
do that. And… walking around campus, I
just like, felt very visible? Um. I had like,
pledge brothers living on my hall, and
like, we like, talked about it? You know?
And like, it was kind of awkward, and i….

Just little things, you know! Drunk things
–

Yes. And yeah, I think they had him in
like, a stranglehold and he was like “I
can’t breathe!” and then like, the R.A.
shows up, or something, and is like, “Uh,
the fuck?”

other time I was like, walking through the dining hall, and then this same kid was like,
kind of like, gesticulating and yelling about it, and we made eye contact, and it was
like one of those movies where we made eye contact and it was like “FREEZE FRAME!”

maybe a day or two later there was an email
from Larry Bacow, being like, “Something
happened. And I think it was bad because
violence is bad, but we don’t know, like, who
started it, so we’re acting like, you know, everyone’s going to deal with it, and…” yeah.
So that is as much as I knew freshman year,
and I don’t remember the administration
saying anything ever actually, but apparently
they did. and like, these two groups came to
like, a reconciliation, um, where like they sat
at a table – with their lawyers! Um, because

Well I like, I was friends with the girls who
lived next door to me, so I was like, “This
is bad.” And they were like, “Yes, this is
bad.” And like, and… he was like, he lived
across the hall and his dorm was open,
so I was like, “Hey! Is this bad?” and
he was like, “Well, let’s like, talk about
like, whether or not…” and he was just
like, you know, “They attacked him,” like,
“This kid’s like a really little kid, like, people do things when they’re drunk” and I
was like, “Okay…” you know, and then I
realized that not everybody was on the
same page of outrage. Um. And then an-

okay with that,” you know? And… yeah.
And I was drunk. And he was drunk. And
he was just stronger than I was. And I
guess was, thought that no meant yes.
But it didn’t! It meant no. Uh. And like,
you know. He didn’t like, have sex with
me… or I didn’t have sex with him… but
there was definitely some inappropriate
touching happening, and I was just like
“Okay! This is not right.” But I think that’s
about it! So yeah, covering the two different kinds of hate incidents that could
happen to me, you know.
Um. (Long pause) We’re running out of
time.
Is it almost eight?
It’s almost eight. I can be a little late,
though. Uh.
Pick – you can just pick one that you like
the best.
Oh. Well we’ve done a lot of them!
Kay.
I guess can we talk a little bit about how
this is going to look? Like on the page?
What the page will like actually look like.

Very few people do that.

Oh how I want it to look?

Yeah. It’s true. Fallen soldiers, you know.

How you want it to look.

Well, this is fantastic. Seriously, is there anything you want to talk about? like in a free
forum.

Oh how I want it to look, oh I want you to
decide how it looks.
Okay, cool. Cause some people want
their hand in it, but if you give me full
creative license I will do that.
Yeah, full creative license. I mean, you
know me pretty well, so. I think if this was
an actual, like, Tufts lookbook I would be
a) a very disturbed person would profile
me, but maybe not? I’m like, pretty chill,
right?
You are. You’re pretty stable. Despite
what you say about yourself.
Thank you. I’m gonna graduate in four
years, right? Like, damn!

Uh… don’t get into a relationship freshman year… um, don’t do EPIIC freshman year…
um… don’t, like, don’t buy into any ideas of prestige, because it doesn’t exist. Take
“Race in America.” Take a class – it doesn’t even have to be “Race in America”; take a
class that, if this kid was like, “I really want to, like, learn how to dance!” but like, was
like, “I can’t take a dance class, that’s so frivolous!”, take the freaking dance class!
It’s gonna be awesome! Like, you know? And, um, yeah. Don’t… drink and smoke
weed at the same time, unless you’re into that. But I would say, do not do that. It can
have bad effects.
(Pause)
Yeah.
(Pause) Thank you so much.
Yeah. Yeah.
Ohmygod, this is great. Do you want the transcript?

Yeah!

Yeah, sure.

That’s pretty good stability, right there.

Okay.

Name: MJ Murphy
Year: 2012
Major: International Relations / Pre-Med
Hometown/Region: Outside of NYC “I live
upstate”
Age: 21
Race: Ambiguous
Height: 5’9”
Sex: Girl
Gender: Girl
Sexuality: Straight but I’m interested in
Women
Religion: I believe in girls.
Average Parental Yearly Income: -------------Scholarship/Financial Aid: Full
Eyes: You can get lost in them
Hair: Luscious
Interests: I really like musicals. and oreos.
Yea, musicals and oreos.
Activities: I do stuff.
Political Views: Being correct is relative

Okay so I’m going to record, if that’s okay.
No that’s okay! I’m raspy though, my voice
–
No that’s okay. Doesn’t matter. This is just
so I can transcribe it later.
Sounds good!

This song…a lot of protests that happened that
we also don’t talk about… like Fletcher was
bombed
What?!
Yeah! In 1971, like, this is when Fletcher was
bombed. So that’s that stuff.

Okay. so I don’t know if you, like, looked
over the interview questions, or…

What the hell!? (Points at anti-Apartheid
photo) I’ve seen this photo before, it’s up
there.

Briefly.

Yeah.

Briefly, okay. So – and did you see what it is
so far? Like, what the project is so far?

“How come we don’t talk about any of this
stuff?”

Sort of, but.
Sort of okay.
It was very long ago.
(Laughs) Right. Um, so basically – I don’t
know if you’ve seen like, the viewbooks that
they give out to all the kids, like at admissions, um but they kind of look like this, but
this is my project, so far; you can look at it.
Oh, okay.
But like…
This is cool.
Yeah. So it’s kind of
like, using that framework as a
template? Like, to…
This is very close to what Tufts’
looks like.
Yeah! You know why? Cause I
found this crazy thing online
that’s like, all the fonts you’re allowed to use – this actually all
quoting from that – so like, all
the fonts you’re allowed to use, at
you’re allowed to do and not allowed to do with the logo, like…
Yeah I heard someone like,
curved it, and they like, flipped
out.
Yeah. Um, so like. All this stuff. So
there are all these different rules
for how you’re supposed to like,
market Tufts, and then what gets
really interesting … and here’s
some like, historical stuff… this
is like, weird stuff that happened,
that people don’t talk about…
Jumbo… Barnum…
That’s crazy.

Oh okay.
Or like, for… you know for things that are just – let’s see, mine is really
straight, like done realy straight. But then there are some that are like, activities or interests, like, I have one kid who just put for activities, interests, and
political views just put “Ha Ha Ha.” I had someone else who aws like – you
know Coorain.
Yeah.
So Coorain, Coorain was like, uh, “I’m not going to put in sexuality or race
or gender because I think they’re constructs, but don’t delete them, just leave
them blank and just put that I think they’re constructs.”

what do you want people to know at Tufts, and what do you want to know
about you at Tufts.
I like it!
So, cool. So kind of like, no-hold-barred.
Mhm. (hugs Chase)
Thank you.
You’re welcome.

Constructs!

So you can just… talk – Let the record state that MJ gives the best hugs on
campus.

And I’m like, okay Coorain.

Ohmygod, stop it! It was the most awkward sideways hug!

And then – so this is really interesting – so this
is also in the Visual Identity Systems thing that
I found, but this is like, all the like, buzzwords
that we’re supposed to use when we’re marketing Tufts?

(Laughing) That’s nice. I like that.

That was a really bad hug, I will say, that was a really bad hug.

So, yeah.

(Laughs) I give awkward sideways hugs

Hometown/Region – “Right outside of New York City.”

But on average, you give really good hugs.

“Pioneering, entreprenureal…”

Yeah! Stuff like that.

Thank you.

So like this is directly quoting this book.

(Laughs) “I’m from Chicago, but not really Chicago. I’m really from the
outside of Chicago.”

Um, so we could just like work down the list and see how many we could
kick off in… an hour?

Someone actually put that!

Okay!

I know! It’s weird.

Really?

This is really awkward.

They were like, “If I say that I’m from Chicago, people from Chicago get mad
at me, because I’m not actually from – but then if I’m from this place then no
one…” like some people, some people, like, I had one kid, where like, this part
too up three pages, because each thing was like a paragraph.

Or, we could – if there’s something that appeals to you in particular, we could
talk about that – a lot of people seem to like question two, like to get themselves thinking in this kind of mode?

Yes! “We are global in our perspective!” Yeah!
I’ve read that somewhere before.

Right. So like, here’s me being like, “Ah, I don’t
know! This is kind of weird!”… stuff about cartooning and race…
Yeah.
…And then, so this is my profile.
Nice. “I love attention, I love Tufts, so…”
(Laughs) So basically the thing that’s gonna be
the same for every profile is this little black box
Okay.
Which is… this little black box is, the stats box
is, it was in the interview questions at the very
beginning.
Yeah.
But people have been, like, being kind of snarky
with it, which is awesome. Like people will be
like, uh, I don’t even know. There have been a
ton of different things. Like some people have
been like – for example, for this one they’ll be
like “not enough.”
For what?
Like for financial aid, they’ll be like, “Not
enough.”

Jesus.
I know! And I was like, “Maaan” But it ended up being perfect because he’s
like, a really verbose guy, and kind of all over the place…. Um. But yeah.
This is the only continuous thing. So basically, so mine, this is mine… this is
about like why I quit doing my comics… so yeah. So that’s it so far. That’s the
framework in which we’re working.
Okay.
Basically the two questions that we need to answer in this interview are:

Okay.
So if there’s something that like, stuck out to you, or whatever, you can look
them over, and tell me what you think.
Um, I’m going to … uh, do number nine. “Where is your home at Tufts?”
Mmm.
My home at Tufts is definitely Capen. Of course, right? I feel like I wake up
in the morning, and I go to class, and then I go there, and then I go to class,
and then I go there, and then I go to class, and I go there, and it’s not until
I have to go to the library or like, go to bed when I actually go home. Like,
um, it’s like – you know how people come to the campus center in between

classes? Like, it’s my place to go in between classes. So, um… it’s literally been my home; I’ve lived
there. Um, it continues to be my home, because
I do work there, I watch TV there, I go to meetings there, I sleep there sometimes. And it’s very
family-like and I feel like it’s become, like, well at
least because in our class we have no black males,
a female sorority, almost? (Laughs) So it’s like,
anyone’s welcome to join, but you know, if you’re
in it, you’re down for the struggle. (Laughs)
(Laughs)
So Capen is definitely my home at Tufts. And
when I think of, like, an address at Tufts, like, 8
Professor’s Row always comes to mind. Like, I
live at ****, but like, if I need after graduation to
have something sent here, or like, anything, like,
that will be the address that I use. Um, I don’t
know. I guess that’s my
home at Tufts.
I guess… was it always like
that?
Has it always been like
that?
Yeah has like, it always been
like that, or like….

Um, I guess, freshman year not so much. Towards the end of freshman year, definitely.
And then, yes, ever since then. Pretty much,
yeah. (laughs) Um… do I feel differently
about Tufts now than I did…? – I’m skipping
all over the place.

…Like bluezones?

No, that’s perfect.

Um, I guess the best thing about Tufts is, um…
oh that’s a really good question. My mind goes
straight to food. I think of like, smoothies.
(Laughs) It’s really bad that that’s where my mind
goes, but. um. I don’t know I think the best thing
about Tufts is the way that it’s like, a campus, and
the way that, like, people try to leave the bubble
but they never do.

“What is the best thing about Tufts?” um, the
best thing about Tufts is… um… I was gonna
say, like, the calzones, like, ordering calzones,
but that has nothing to do with Tufts University.
(Laughs) Like Helen’s calzones?
(Laughs) Yes!

Like the bluezone! Exactly! (Laughs) Like the
bluezone in particular!
Yes.

Haha!
You know? Like, it’s, it’s the best thing and the

worst thing about Tufts. Because it’s a campus and
it’s very small. So that’s the best thing about Tufts
is that it’s very small, and so you get to know people, and so you run into people all the time that
you wouldn’t realy get t know, and especially, like,
at other universities, people make friends within
their course or within their major, and in their
classes, but I feel like a lot of the times outside of
my classess is where I make my best friends, you
know? So yeah. That’s a good thing about Tufts…
uh… where am I? What is the worst thing? That
it’s too small.
(Laughs)
“How do you feel about Tufts?” Um… it’s so bittersweet, like, my relationship is so bittersweet.
Like, I hate it. I hate it so much. Like, ninety percent of the time.
Why?
Okay. I hate the fact that I always have homework. I always have homework. Like, there’s not
a night where I have not had work, and if there
is, I don’t know what to do with myself, because I
don’t have homework. And that’s the worst thing
about Tufts. Because I have to start to question,
“Oh, I get to watch TV now?” I don’t know what
that feels like! And when I go home on winter
breaks and like, spring breaks and stuff, I’m bored
because I’m not challenges. And it’s weird.
That’s weird.
It is weird! Because like, I feel like sometimes I
work myself so much, I overwork myself so much
during the school year that when I’m on break I
don’t know how to take a break. And that’s Tufts’s
fault. Because I used to know how to take breaks.
Woah.
So yeah! “How do I feel about Tufts?” “Me no likee,” I guess.
Cause of the homework?
Yes.

Um, “What do you wish you had known before
coming to Tufts?” Um (long pause) I guess…
um…these are really hard questions, Chase.
Wow. Um, what I wish I had known about Tufts
before coming here? Um. (pause) I would probably be, um… um… I wish I had known, like,
more about the departments, and about the majors, and stuff. Because I knew nothing about the
majors. I was like, “I’m gonna be a bio major, do
do do, equals pre-med, equals do do do do,” you
know? And so I just, like, I know nothing about
any other, like, majors, or whatever. So I wish I
had known more about like, the faculty. Like
thinking about majoring in something I wish I
would have known more about the faculty and
what that actually meant before I got here. Because, like, when I went to London, they – each
department accepts you, it’s not the university.
Oh.
So like, if you apply to the university you can apply to like, Chemistry, and French. And like, the
French department can reject you and the Chemistry department can accept you and you’re accepted into the university. But you meet, like, all
the faculty members. I think I wish it was like, a
little more… I would have known that I wouldn’t
know all the faculty as well. You know?
Yeah.
Like I wish I had, before I got here, been more in
tune with like, with the department. You know?
Yeah.
“Have you ever felt unsafe?” Yes! Um, “If yes,
when?” Great, next question!
(Laughs)
Um… um, yes I’ve felt unsafe at Tufts when walking from Davis, that’s one. Um, two: yeah I guess
just like, walking places sometimes I’ve felt unsafe.
Like at night?

And I’m also pre-med.

Yeah, yeah. Um… “Do you feel differently about
Tufts…” Yeah I think we all do, you know? And
then the next question is “how,” right? Oh, “If so,
what is different?” Um, well, I guess, um. When I
first got here I was like, you know, “Everybody is
so accepting of everybody!” but at the same time
everyone, that’s not… true? Um, like people get
into their own little groups. And I was looking today at the ISIP program – they have, like, “Wear a
button to remind you to say ‘hello’ to other people.” I was like, “We need that campaign? That’s
so sad!”

Ohhhkay.

(Laughs)

Like, I just have like, a lot. All the time.

That’s really sad! Seriously, that’s like, a campaign
that we need? That’s really sad! Um… so I guess
I was more, like, I had… I’m not going to say I

Is it, like – cause I feel like I don’t have that much
homework, or, I feel like I can slack off…
Yeah. I have a lot of homework, all the time.
I’m sorry.
No, it’s fine. I’m an IR major.
Okay.

That makes sense.

had high hopes, because that’s false. But like,
I thought that Tufts would be… like, more in
tune with the medical school. Like, more in
tune with the Grafton vet school. Or like, the
community would be more, like, in tune with
each other, I guess. Because like, you have so
many, like, groups doing the same thing –
Yeah.
And then not collaborating, because they
don’t know about each other. You know? Like
that kind of stuff. Um. And then people are
wondering why things don’t get done. Um.
But at the same time I think, I think that Tufts
has really impressed me in terms of other

um. Yes, don’t tell the administration anything that I just said cause I definitely work for them.

I didn’t know that.

Okay. We can actually – I can, like, strike your name.

Yeah. What do I do. I just try to live every day, man, I just try to live every
day.

Oh no! Don’t I get a little, like, box thing?

(Laughs)

You do! But the box thing… well yeah, so you put anything you feel comfortable putting in the box thing.

That’s pretty much it. Try to take advantage of every opportunity that got
in my way and just try to live every day. Um… “If Tufts were going to do
a profile of you, what would they highlight? What would it sound like?” If
Tufts were to do a profile of me, it would sound like this: Studied abroad
in Tufts in London, active member of the Tufts Africana Center, diverse.

Okay! Is it 6:30 already?
Yeah, but whatever, she’s late. Oh actually it’s like, ten minutes to six… thirty. Which would be six twenty, Chase, good job. Um. (Laughs) No one says
“ten to six thirty!”
No they don’t.
things. So like, at the beginning I was like,
“This is an institution and a school and I’m going to come here and I’m going to do this.” But
like, it’s really impressed me with the variety of
opportunities that they have, uh, for different
things. Uh… “How do feel about the way Tufts
advertises itself?” Um. Oh yeah! Something
else I feel differently about Tufts – I don’t mean
to make this all sad or anything, but like
Some have gotten – just so you know – some
have gotten quite sad.
It’s just like – this isn’t that sad, I guess – that
some students can go here for four years, and
like, people in the administration will not
know who they are. And it’s crazy. Because like,
I went into the admissions building the other
day and I was working in Dowling, and then,
they brought me into Bendetson, and I was
like, pushing a cart, and I was wearing these
big hoop earrings, and this lady who worked
in Admissions, she came out of the bathroom
and she was like, “Oh can you remember to restock the paper towels?” And I was like, “I’m a
student.” And she was like, “Oh I’m so sorry!”
(Laughs) And it was so awkward! And I was
like, “I go here!”
That’s… a lot.
Like, I go here! Like, what the hell?! Like if this
had happened to anyone else, like, it would
have been like a big deal, you know what I
mean? Or like, I was in – I work in Dowling,
and like, the dean had, one of the deans he was
talking about – he was talking to somebody
else about me, someone who was just hired.
And she, like, worked for Admissions, she had
been hired at the end of the year. And like, he
was talking about how I had been in the earthquake in Haiti, and how I like, came back, and
the first day I was back on campus I got stuck
in the Dowling elevator and they had to like,
call the fire department, and like
I didn’t know that!

Yeah! And so he’s telling her that, and then she
responded, and she was like, “Wow that’s crazy! I
mean, here she is, she’s coming back to civilization
which is supposed to be safe, and she gets stuck in
the elevator!” And I just, like… blank stare.

Hahahaha

Hahahaha! I’m sorry, I don’t mean to laugh, it’s just
absurd.

(Laughs)

No, and I mean like, blank stare, right?
Yeah.
Just like, how does this – so I’m the maid, and I’m
uncivil, like, I don’t understand. Like you know
what I mean? And I thought it would be just a little
bit, more in touch with reality, with Boston… um….
But yeah. How do I feel about the way Tufts advertises itself? I think it’s very, like, standard.
Yeah.
They don’t show everything. And… it’s very, like. I
don’t know as a student who goes here and I look at
it and I learn things, when, Tufts advertises things in
their magazine, and I’m like, “I go here, how do I not
know these things?” You know?
(Laughs) There was this one kid who was like, my
friend Garrett, I don’t know if you know Garrett
Yeah.
Yeah so he’s looking through the viewbook and he’s
like, “This makes me feel like I didn’t take advantage
of all the opportunities at Tufts.” (Laughs)
Yeah, right?! It’s like, “How come I don’t know about
this stuff? I go here!” You know what I mean? And
just like looking at the booklet that they gave the
prefrosh when I was hosting, I was just like, “Wow
this is really interesting! Cool!”
(Laughs)
(Laughing) And she was like, “You should know
this! Don’t you go here?” and I was like, “I guess!”

So I guess it’s misleading, I don’t know. (Pause)
Why do I think you’re doing this? Because you
have similar sentiments? Yeah.

Um. “Do you think I have biases conducting
this survey?” Yeah, because you’re a senior and
not a freshman.
It’s true.
That’s your bias. You already know the problems; you’ve seen them for yourself, and if
you’re a freshman coming in and doing this
you’d be a total blank slate. But, um. Yeah.
Why am I involved in this project? Because I
love you.

No. (Laughs)
Um… were there questions you’d like to see answered? No.
No we have one girl whose story was very sad who’s she’s like, “I don’t want
this to… be… I want to be totally anonymous.” And I was like, “Okay, what
do you want me to do, cause it’s like, an image thing, like the whole viewbook?” So she made up a fake name, and then she was like, “Draw me as
an animal,” so I was like, “Okay” (laughing) so we took a “Spirit Animal”
quiz online.
Nice.
Yeah and she was like, a wolverine. Which is hilarious because the story was
about being in a sorority and not liking it, so I get to draw all these comix of
like, a wolverine interfacing with like, sorority girls. It’s great. It’s fun.
Um… Describe myself… “Who are you, what do you do?” Um, my name
is MJ! Murphy. I probably should have done this in the beginning.
Whatever. (Laughs)

I like that answer!

Who am I? I am a loud, semi-obnoxious…

Slash I think it’s a really good idea. And this
is really nifty, this whole, like, fake brochure.

Charmingly.

I want to like, disseminate it somehow but I
don’t know how.
You should!
I really want to. Um, and people seem on board,
so like, if people are on board, like.
I’m down.
Let’s do it.
I’m down for the cause.
Yeah we’ll see.
What do I hope to gain from… I don’t know I
hope it helps you in some way.
Thank you.
And, um, “do you have any reservations”…

Very forthcoming, senior. Here at Tufts. Um… I like Words with Friends,
even though I suck at it.
I thought you – I think you beat me first time we played Words with Friends!
Did I? Hm. But, I like Words with Friends. I really like musicals.

(Laughs) “Diverse,” period.
No! I’m not kidding like one day four of us were standing outside Capen,
and then this girl from across the street took a photo. And I was like, and
***, she was looking, she was like, “Is that girl taking a picture?” And she
just like, went like this and then she stopped and she took another one and
she like, turned around. And *** was like, “Watch, that’ll be on the cover
of some diversity magazine.” The next day, it was in the Tufts Daily. And it
the picture was there, and it said “Diversity at Tufts.” And I was like, I hate
being a poster child. Like, I hate that.
They didn’t ask your permission?
Oh no! She just took it.
That’s shitty journalism.
Isn’t it?
Yes.
And I was like, even if you’re supposed to take the picture of Capen, you
could have waited until we moved. You know what I mean? But it was
definitely in the Tufts Daily because I saw the copy and I brought it and
showed it to all of them. Just like, “really?” And she was like, “Diversity at
Tufts” as the caption.
So many people are citing Daily articles, I’m just going to go through the
archives and publish all of these articles, because
Please do! It’s called “Diversity at Tufts.” Just type that in.
There are so many problematic Daily articles that, that like, I want to get.
Oh my god.
“Is there a typical Tufts student?” Hm. Is it wrong that I’m going to say a
white, Jewish, person from, like, New Jersey?

A lot of people have said that.
That’s like, pretty much what it is.
(Laughs) “From, like, New Jersey.”
Like, New Jersey… Connecticut…
Westchester.
“The New York area.” Westchester actually comes up a lot.
You know? Is that bad?
No, it’s not bad. I was talking to Lorrayne yesterday, and asked her what
was the typical Tufts student, and she
started describing the typical Tufts student and I felt so bad cause it was like,
“Well they, they probably have glasses…”
(Laughs)
“They’re a brunette, they’re white, they’re
from like, they’re, you know, upper-middle-class, they have a backpack…”
That’s Chase!
I was like, “ARRGH”
That’s you!
No, which is like, why I prosper at Tufts!
I understand that.
Isn’t that crazy?
Yeah!
Like, you are the embodiment of the
typical Tufts student.
Right!
Are you Jewish?
No.
If you were Jewish.
Right. Lots of Jewish friends.
Yeah.
But, no. I mean, I’m unique in that I’m
from Los Angeles, I think.
Yes.
But like, half the kids here are from California, so whatever. If I were to –
Yeah but if I saw you at Tufts – well, I
do see you at Tufts – but if I were an
outsider coming to Tufts

I look like a typical Tufts student,
yeah.

there. Nothing, like – as terrible as
it sounds, nothing is special about
them. Like, if you –

Right, “I should interview them!”
or like, “Do they go here?” You
know what I mean?

Hahahahahaha

Yeah.

No, I mean – dude. I was a sophomore, and my mom came back for
Parent’s Weekend, and she’s talking
to me, and like, at this point I’m going through all this bad stuff about
how like, I’ve realized that I’m like,
a typical Tufts student, and it’s like,
kinda bumming me out, because
there are a lot of people who like,
don’t look like me on campus, and
I was like, “Why am I being used to
represent Tufts” – just all the shit I
was going through over admissions.
And she was like, “I met a prefrosh
that knows you! She reads your
comics, she’s staying at my hotel!

Like, I’m sure they have great personalities.

Like, it’s terrible. It’s terrible.

Oh, cool!

(Laughing)

And I’m like, “Oh that’s neat,” and
she’s like, “Yeah! You can totally
tell she’s a Tufts student. She wears
chunky glasses, and she’s got brown
hair…” (laughing) She literally says
that! And I’m like, “Mom…”

Or like, “Ah, I bet they have stories!”
You know? Like, there’s something,
you know?

I’m the maid, apparently (laughing).

No it’s true though! It’s true.
It’s funny. It’s sad.
And it’s weird because that’s what
the school portrays, unless it’s the
diversity magazine. And then if
you flip through it, you’ll know everyone in it. (Laughs)
I have heard that, too.

No, I love it, I love it.
You know what I mean?
Right. Right.
Like, if you walked in, and you saw
a table with three Black students, or
three Hispanic students, or a mixture, whatever, Asian, or whatever,
you’d see that table and you’d be like,
“Wow, that table’s really diverse.”
(Laughs)

Haha like, “I should interview them!”

Yeah.
“Describe a strange moment at
Tufts…” Every moment. Um.
“Describe a happy moment at
Tufts…”
Haha Garrett’s strange moment at
Tufts was, “Remember when that
guy got punched in the face?”
(Laughs) “You go to Tufts –
POW!”
“No – no – I’m from Wesleyan –
no!”

Awkward. Awkward.

and then he decided if he wanted to answer it or not. So he’d just – he’d give
like, one word answers or he’d be like, “I don’t want to answer that one.” I’d be
like “Okay… next one.” It was a fantastic interview. It was hilarious, and like,
super interesting, because when he did answer it was like, he had something
to say – but the whole time it was just like, “ahhhh.” So thank you for talking,
and being so loud.

That was the one time they asked our opinion and it failed.

Abso-fuckin-lutely. But yeah!

And it failed. Um… happy moment at Tufts. I was really happy when
Tony Monaco got inducted as new president.

I’m … actually no! A few more questions.

I really feel like it’s a strange moment when… you do a survey for Spring
Fling, and none of them get picked.
Yeah that was weird!

Yeah.
As corny as that sounds.
No!
I was really happy. And I don’t know why. Because like, all of the professors had on their robes, and it felt so official, and real. And I was like, “I’m
really happy.”
It’s so Harry Potter, too, when they wear their robes.

So um… so there are a lot of options. Like, you can just cede full creative
potential to me, and like, I’ll make this into a comic and you could, we can
do it that way… or like, do you have an idea of like, what images you want,
or like –
Can I be a squirrel?

Yeah.

I forgot about that.

If that fits in?

Yeah I know, it’s really one of those obscure things, but I was just like, all
that money is not worth it, like, I’m not going to go to the Loj, ever.

Dude, yeah!

It was on my bucket list and now I don’t really care that much, so.
Yeah. And it was just like, like with all the things that we could do – like
we have that flat screen TV upstairs, the touch screen, the big-ass campus
center thing that no one uses.
There’s a touch screen?
A giant touch screen! Outside of the campus center booth! Chase have
you never seen it?!

That’s kind of like the “home” one,
I guess.

What do you do with it?

It, like you said, it highlights it. So
it’s like – for example, like those
three, like, white students over

Okay.

I know! Um. “Describe a sad moment at Tufts.” Um…hm. I don’t know
about everybody else, but when the Student Activities Fee, the recovery
funds, went to the Loj, I was really sad.

I’ve seen it! I just didn’t know – I thought it as just a TV.

That’s a big difference.

So, the cool, also the cool thing about this project for me is that it gets really
meta, in that we… like at the end of the interview I have to talk about, like,
how you want it to look?

Strange moments at Tufts happen all the time.

It’s sad. Um…. “Do you feel like
you are part of a particular group
at Tufts?” Um…

Yeah. I mean, yeah. I think so. I
mean like, everybody is, though.
I feel like because my particular
group of friends consist of a group
of people who are from a similar
background – or who are what I
would perceive as not my particular background, but what other
people would perceive as my particular background

Okay.

No it’s a touch screen!

You touch it! But like everyone comes up to the booth and asks them
when the next Joey is anyway, even though the Joey tracker is right there,
like, the schedule is on the thing. Everyone just comes up to the person.
And then… yeah. I don’t know, is that it
I think… yeah is there something else you want to say? Should I have asked
something else? This was a great interview, I didn’t even have to anything! I
just sat, and gave you questions.
(Laughs)
Some people are, like –
Needy.
Ohmygod, no. This one kid, he made me, he was like – cause he’s like a very
intimidating kid, he’s very quiet. And so he made me read each question,

Yes!

But I just want to be a squirrel. Whatever you do, make me a squirrel.
Done. Like a cute squirrel, like Chip and Dale – or, I guess, they’re chipmunks.
Like, um.
Like, I mean you
can make me a little
round squirrel.
Okay, yeah. Done.
Done! Yes.
That can be my
representation.
Okay. I love it.
Because they run the
world.
Do they?
Have you seen the
photo?
I’ve seen the photo – I
don’t understand it.
SQUIRRELS.
(Laughs)
I love squirrels.
They’re awesome.

Name: Anya Gelernt
Year: 2013
Major: Political Science
Hometown/Region: Mooarestown,
NJ/ Southern New Jersey
Age: 20
Race: White
Height: 5'4"
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: Straight
Religion: Judaism
Average Parental Yearly Income:
A lot? I dunno... my dad's a very
busy Cardiologist (I can find out,
but I don't think my parents would
want it published)
Scholarship/Financial Aid: N/A
Eyes: brown
Hair: red curly
huge poofball
Interests: politics, gender,
religion
Activities: tour
guiding, hillel
board, TDC
Political Views:
moderately
liberal

Okay cool. Um, so this’ll take as long or as
short as you want.

you in terms of what you want to talk about
at Tufts?

Okay!

Okay!

Um, thanks for agreeing to do it.

Basically, um, the two big kind of questions
that we’re trying to answer that aren’t on
this are what do you want people to know
about Tufts, and then, what do you want
people to know about you at Tufts?

Not a problem!
Uh, so I don’t know if you’ve looked over
the questions, or like…
I did when I first got them.
Okay.
And now they’re kind of blurring into my
head along with, you know.
Okay. Um, so just so you know, so this is
kind of the… what, what I’m doing. Um.
So this is like, it’s kind of like a parody of
the Tufts viewbook, yeah?
Yeah.
So, this is what it looks like so far. A lot
of like, framing stuff, some of my comics.
And then this is like, so this is I guess like
a student profile or whatever.
Yeah.
Everyone’s gonna have this little box,
which is like, the stats box, so I’ll send you
that separately.

Okay.
Um, so either of those.
(Laughs)
I guess. Another thing that helps, like, get
people thinking, I guess? Is, uh, number
two, so um if Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what would they highlight? Like,
what would it look like.
Hm, that’s a good question, ‘cause –
And then maybe how it would be different
than like – I mean some people are like,
“Tufts would never profile me.”
Um… I don’t know there are times when I
definitely feel like Tufts would never profile
me, because… like, I feel like at times, I’m
definitely the stereotypical… like very stereotypically Tufts?
What do you mean?

Um. But then, like, it’s kind of whatever
you want it to be? Um, so we can talk
about that at the end and if you want to
just like cede all… creativity to me, then
I’ll just make something, like if…

Like, in that… I come from a relatively wellto-do family, I, you know, I’m from New
Jersey… I am Jewish, I am a white girl, I am
a Political Science major, I’m on Hillel programming board, I’m a tour guide… like, I
do all of the things that like, individually,
so do a lot of other people on this campus.

Yeah!

Mm.

If you have an idea of what you want…

I guess, maybe what makes me more
unique? If – I don’t think that grammatically is right, but you know.

Okay.

Okay!
So just like, keep that in the back of your
mind, I guess.
Okay.
Cool! Um… so here are the questions.
Uh, I could just ask them straight but
kind of what I like to do is, is kind of see
if there’s anything that like, sticks out to

(Laughs)
Is the fact that, like, I do all of it. Like, the
fact that, you know, I – there are a good
number of tour guides on Hillel board,
there are a good number of Hillel members in the Political Science majors, there…
what else do I do on campus? Oh goodness.
Um... You know, TDC draws from every-

one (laughs). The student fund committee, there are like six of us,
I think two or three of them are poly-sci majors, I’m the only one
that’s on Hillel board but like, the amalgamation of all of those
things, I think, is maybe what like – individually, it’s like, “Oh well
at Tufts you would do that, of course” but it’s like, all together, it’s a
little more unique than the Typical Tufts student.
Um. That’s funny because like, the third question is “is there a
typical Tufts student?” Do you think.
Well I don’t know, like, that’s the thing is that I’m describing this
and then I think about my friend ***, who is an African American
girl, who’s an engineer, who’s in SQ, who’s involved with I think the
Pan African Alliance, she went to a Catholic school before coming
here… like, she’s clearly, it’s not that she’s like, super atypical, but
like if we’re using the standard of me as the “typical Tufts student,”
then she wouldn’t be. I think it’s more that like, there are different
– there are different types of typical. Like, really involved in something. Whatever it is you choose to be involved with, I think that’s
the typical Tufts student. I think a typical Tufts student doesn’t
just go to class and then go home and do their homework. There’s
more to a Tufts student than that. And whatever it is that makes
them kinda geek out, I feel like every Tufts student kind of has that
thing that they just love being nerdy or geeky or whatever word
TCU senate has said we can use, they love – love to talk about it.
So. I don’t know that like, there are really specific parameters, but
I think that every Tufts student has something more to them than
just, “I’m really smart.”
Right. Um. This is all great. Uh… do you wanna look at this, or
should I just go down the list?
Um… I was gonna say, whatever like, you feel like would be helpful for me to answer…
Let’s see. Um… so I have a question that’s kind of not on this, because you’re a tour guide. I was a tour guide.
Okay.
Um, my question is, do you ever get questions from parents or students that you… you have an answer that you give, but then there
might be another answer that you’d give, if no holds were barred?
If you weren’t a tour guide, say?
Hahaahah! Um, I mean at times there have definitely been things.

Like, if I’m – if, if I’m like really stressed, and like, pissed off at my
professors ‘cause I have like, sooo much homework, and parents are
like, “What’s you least favorite thing about Tufts?” My stock answer
is always that there aren’t enough washing machines in the dorms.
But, like, there are times when I’m just like, “The professors here
assign way too much work, they think that because we go to Tufts,
we can do everything, and it’s like, no I can’t do everything! I cannot function on no sleep three nights in a row because you’re giving
me so much work!” But I don’t want to say that to a prospective
student, because what prospective student hearing that’s gonna go
“Wow! I want to go to Tufts!”
(Laughs) Right.
Right, so they hear about the fact that Carmichael, for the entire
building, only has, like, six dryers and six washers.
(Laughs)
Which is really not enough! Like, it’s a problem, that they should
fix. But I don’t live in a dorm anymore so I don’t really care that
much. So yeah I um, I’ve definitely have my moments. I remember
figuring out housing for junior year, you know, my best friend and I
ended up having trouble, we ended up not living together for junior
year – we’re living together for senior year, but I remember it was so
hard to figure out housing, because off-campus housing, you know,
it’s a pain in the ass.
Yeah.
But when people are like, “What’s it like finding off-campus housing?” No, like, technically we were able to each find a house, relatively easily, but like it wasn’t the outcome we wanted but it was
still like, my answer had to be like, “It’s not hard to find housing off
campus.” Like, I didn’t go into the fact that like “Well, I live like a fifteen minute walk from the person I want to go visit every day.” So.
Um, let’s see. So you’re a junior?
Yep.
So do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at the start?
Yes.
How so?

I feel like, two and a half years ago, I definitely romanticized this
place, because of, you know, two and a half years ago it was midterms freshman year, and I was taking Intro to American Politics, Intro Econ, Feminist Philosophy, and a Prospectives class. Is
– I never remember – I always get Prospectives and Explorations
classes mixed up though – I took the one without movies.
Okay.
And I’m like, um… sorry. My midterms were kind of a little bit
of… I wouldn’t say a joke, but like, I knew a ton about American
Politics coming in – I didn’t place out because my school didn’t offer AP Gov, but like, the idea that I had to write a seven page paper
about the presidential debates was just kind of like, I’ve written
like, memos about congressional debates on a campaign that were
like, longer than this, like this is not, like, a challenge. It was interesting, and it required work, but it didn’t require – it didn’t feel so
stressful. It didn’t feel so anxiety-inducing.
Right.
It didn’t feel like I had to put blood, sweat, and tears into getting

an A minus. And now it’s like, second semester junior year, I’m taking upper-level classes, I’m taking classes in other departments that
I’m interested in, but they’re Tufts classes, they’re difficult, so now
it’s like, okay, like I’m up until 3:30 in the morning, doing a solid
outline of a midterm.
Um… what’s the best thing about Tufts?
I would definitely say like, hm. I think the opportunities from like
the school and from like, you know, peers. Um… because, and I
think it’s mostly peers, because, like, the only – I’m sure like, you
know, when you surround yourself with the wrong versus the right
people like there’s peer pressure in negative ways, but my friends,
the peer pressure I get is, “Ohmygod you have to take this class!
It’s so interesting! It’s so good! Oh my god!” Or like, you know, “I
need you to read my paper! I need you to edit this for me!” You
know, it’s like, the academic like, “Oh, this is really interesting, you
should learn more about it…” um, or the “Oh, the group is really
cool, you should come to our meeting.” Or it’s like, “Be involved!
Stay involved! Get involved…” whatever you choose to be involved
with, like, at least for me, like my friends support me. Um. You
know, I, at Hillel I run the Jewish Women’s Collective and we’re

having a henna event the Monday night after
spring break, a guy’s coming in to like, teach
us about like the Jewish tradition of henna,
and to do henna on like, a bunch of people’s
hands… it should be awesome, but like, a
bunch of my friends – and I was like, “Oh
we’re gonna be doing henna, would you be
interested in coming? I’ll send you an email,
and you can sign up…” and all of my friends
were like, “Oh that sounds cool; I’ll send it
out to all of my friends,” where it’s like, that’s
really cool. A lot of people would just be
like, “Okay yeah that sounds cool I’ll sign
up” which is kind of the response we were
expecting, but like, the idea of like, we’ll help
other people get it out too.
Right, yeah. I like that. Um… (coughs) okay.
Uh… let’s see. So – so a lot of people I’m interviewing are doing this cause like, they’re
like, close friends of mine, or like, they just
want to help me out, or whatever. So why are
you doing this?
(Laughs) Um… I think it’s a little bit of like,
what I said before where it’s like, “I’m a Tufts
student, oh someone needs information for
her paper, sure! I’ll help out!” Um, I mean I
do I mean I think it’s interesting because like,
talking – like I’ve gotten very good at like,
talking about Tufts.
Yeah.
Where it’s like, “Okay,” like, “I can do that!”
Like, between the idea that I’m helping out,
the fact that I’m talking about something I
know I can talk about easily and I’m good at
talking about, and the fact that like, it forces
me to take a break from writing papers.
Yeah.

perused it at all, but what do you think about
the viewbook?
I mean, it’s clearly, in my mind it’s like, it’s
clearly an ad campaign for Tufts. Like, Tufts
campus is absolutely gorgeous, but like, the
campus is not always September 22, when it’s
62 degrees and the leaves are changing, and
everyone’s sitting outside… like, that’s not
always Tufts. Like, the viewbook is Tufts on
its very best days. Um. And it makes sense! I
mean you’re trying to get kids to come here,
and honestly if you showed a picture of the
reading room full at 5:30 in the morning
and said, “This is Tufts!” … if I’d have seen
that, I would have been like, “Thanks, but no
thanks! I’m going back to a different school!”
I mean it makes sense that it’s an advertising
campaign. Um… I think it’s a very good advertising campaign; it certainly got me! Um,
I remember looking at it when I went on my
tour and being like – I came over the summer and I was like (yawns) – oh, excuse me
– I was like, “Oh, it gets really pretty here! I
could do this!” You know I didn’t think about
the fact that like, it rains at times. Like, the
hills get really slippery. They don’t put that
in the viewbook. Of course they don’t. They
shouldn’t! It’d be stupid. Because, you know,
as a current Tufts student yeah, you know,
at a very selfish level, I want the application
rates to rise, because apparently according
to, you know, statistics and economics and
you know – I don’t understand any of it – the
more people that apply, you know, the lower the admit rate, which somehow or other
makes our degrees more valuable…because
our ranking goes up… and I’m not sure why
the hell any of that is true, but, I want my degree to be more valuable, so yeah! Advertise
the school well.

Alright. Um, okay so we’re almost done, I
It… forces me to stop studying. It… it lets guess.
me kind of focus on something I know I can
do, and I know I can do it easily, and it’s not Okay.
going to touch my GPA… is kind of nice.
Uh, some questions about how this is going
It’s true. Um, so – so do you remember like to look. Because every kinda – the way I’m
the Tufts viewbooks and stuff? Like those, going this is this a big project, right, every
like – they’re in the Admissions office.
profile’s different, so I want – and I want the
images to reflect who you are. So if you had
Yes.
any, like, ideas, as to like – like I like these.
(headphones)
So that’s like the template we’re working off
of.
Hahaha!
Okay.

Anything you want included at all?

Um… do you, what, I don’t know if you’ve Jeez.

I know it’s like a big question.
No I’m just I’m trying to think, like…
Cause usually what I’ll do is I’ll transcribe
this interview, the transcription will be up
there and then, um, some of it will translate
into comics, some if this will just be prose –
it’s almost like a collage-y type thing.
Um… I’m trying to think. Like, I’m trying
to think of the things that I… like, is it, you
know, “the things that I own that most de-

fine me,” type things?
Yeah, something like that.
Um, I mean… cause I’ve definitely thought about this before, because I had to do a picture like this for high school…
Yeah yeah yeah
So I’m trying to figure out what I ended up wearing. Cause it was like, one of those where it was like – ‘cause I worked on a congressional
campaign my senior year of high school, and like, that kind of like, started me off on the whole, you know, political science…I was interested in it already, but. And one of the posters for it got messed up, so it’s like, I have an “Anya for Congress” poster. Um… that’s one of
my like, more defining possessions. Um. Let’s see, um… this is terrible that I like, can’t think of anything.
No, it’s a big question. And also like, we can be in touch.
Okay.
If you like, think of stuff, if you want to like, scan stuff, pictures for me, like that is great.
Yeah I was gonna say I can definitely take pictures, like I have a mezuzah on my door, I guess.
Yeah! Stuff like that. That would be really cool, to have those images.
Yeah! I can definitely do that.
Okay! Gonna stop recording…

Name: Jonny Hendrickson / Shimmer / Eddie (It is rude not to introduce
all of your personalities)
Year: Senior / Drop-out / Uneducated
Major: Drama / Realness / What?
Hometown/Region: Boxford, MA / Your pants / Italy
Age: 22 / It is RUDE to ask a lady her age / Simultaneously 35 and 4
Race: White / White / White
Height: 5’11 / 6’5 / 5’10
Sex: M / F / I don’t know what that means
Gender: M / F / I don’t know what that means
Sexuality: Gay / Yes please / Asexual
Religion: Atheist / Glitter / I like the sky
Average Parental Yearly Income: Do not know / My mama can WERK /
Orphan
Scholarship/Financial Aid: None / Only when you stick bills in my thong /
Hello!
Eyes: Brown / Brown / Brown
Hair: Dark Brown / Black / I’m not sure
Interests: Physical Theatre, Food, Circus / Glitter, Vogueing, Creating new
sexual positions / Toy trucks
Activities: Mime, Circus Arts, Theatre /
Being a celebrity / I also like legos.
Political Views: Liberal / I prayed the
Santorum away / La la la la!
If you want to talk about it, I will talk about it with
you. But okay I’m gonna record on my phone, because…
On Steve number two?
This is actually, his name is actually, uh, Kilgore.
(Laughing) Kilgore!
Aallll the appliances. Okay what the fuck is going
on with my computer.
This experience has been given, um, high
recommendations from Kevin McDonald.
(Gasps) Kevin!
He said he had quite a joy.
Oh good! We sat in that booth
over there, and we talked for
like an hour and a half, and
twenty minutes of the interview
was a big tangent about the
Brooklyn Bridge!

Well, it is, because all my crap is on here too.
You’re giving me poor conditions of interview.
Okay, well my computer is now, is broken. So… hopefully I’ve
memorized the questions, and… backed up my shit correctly!
(Laughs)
Um… but okay! So basically what happens is we talk for, like,
however long, and then I’m going to transcribe the interview,
and then, basic basic, like, the transcription goes on the profile, and then, like, we figure out some way to like, make it
interesting. Um…so I could like, just grill you, and you could
talk to me, or like… you’re also a very wonderful, creative,
like, directoral person, so like, if you had any ideas for like
how you want this to look, um, a lot of the times some of the
most interesting interviews I’ve done are like, they get very
meta-critical, so they talk about, you know, how you want the
profile to look or how we could kind of do it.
Mhmm.
Um, but one question that I guess – okay so the other thing
is, I’m all scattered now, but one thing is, the two things
we’re trying to answer in a profile are What do you want
people to know about Tufts
Mmm! Oh.
Right, and then What do you want people to know about you
at Tufts. And then the meta-questions are, How can you ever
represent anything or yourself?

Good.

Oh god.

Which will definitely be in there.

Right? So those are the big ones.

Fantastic.

I should have read those questions.

There’s a part where we just
decide it’s going to be a giant
dong, like, on one page. So I
get to do that. It’s just really,
it’s fantastic. (Clicking on computer) I’m really sorry that this
isn’t working.

But…

It’s unacceptable.

(Laughs)
Those are like, too much, so one thing that kind of gets people thinking along those topics – (checks phone) check that
I’m still…recording… we did one interview where we weren’t
recording and I’m so paranoid now – and then another, another part of this is like – oh! One of the questions that gets

people, I’ve found, that gets people thinking in the
right direction is if Tufts were to profile you - like, the
university, officially

(Laughing) But I wanted to theatre abroad!

In Italy. In a villa in Italy.

Right. Okay.

Mhm. Yeah.

And I found this physical theatre program in Italy,
and I was like, “Oh! I’m a mime.” (Laughs) Um,
and Italy is fabulous. And this place is in a villa.
And so I went there. (Laughs)

And so I found myself circus classes! (Laughs) As one
is wont to do.

How would they do it? And how would that be different, perhaps – perhaps not – than the way you
would profile
Than the way I would profile myself…
Yeah. And if that doesn’t appeal to you I’ll think of
something else.
I think… this is coming out of… I don’t know what’s
going to come out.

(Laughs)
Um, and. I didn’t get credit for it; I took personal
leave, because Tufts wouldn’t give me credit.
Fools.
Um.

Kay.

That’s dumb!

If Tufts were to profile me… I think that they would
(pause) What would they do? Hmm.

Because it was twelve and a half weeks, not thirteen weeks.

While you think about it, I’m going to try and make
my computer work.

That was their reason?

I think… I mean I’m sure that they would… I can’t
decide if this is something that they would do differently than what I would do myself, but they would
definitely latch on to me as, like, (in a high singsong
voice) “Physical Theatre… blah blah blahhh” because
I did Hamletmachine, and because I’m in Hype, and
because… I went abroad for physical theatre and because… I take acrobatics classes…

And the office was like, not interested in the fact
that I was in class, like, eight hours a day, they
were just interested in the fact that it was not thirteen weeks.
That seems nitpicky.

Uh, I feel like, I like, self-categorize, uh, self…

But… I had enough APs that I could take personal
leave, or whatever, so I took a semester off and I
went. And then I was obsessed with it, and it was
like mask acting, and commedia dell’arte, and a
little bit of acrobatics and like, group movement,
and weird voice…

Self-tokenize? Yeah.

Everything in Italian?

I have like a… you know what I mean? Like, “oh we
have this kid who does weird things.”

No! No it was in English. It was set up to be an
abroad program. And so we had an Italian class,
and then one of our teachers was quite Italian and
so when he was tired he would just start teaching
in Italian, but none of us really knew much Italian
so that was a very physical process. (Laughs)

(Laughs)

Haha yeah.
Um. And I think if they were to viewbook me, that
would be… Should I be worried at all about saying
sentences well? Good. I’m not. (Laughs)
No. We can edit the shit outta this later.
Fabulous. Um. I think they’d do that because, like,
it’s something that I developed here. I didn’t come
here as that. I came here and then – okay, well this
is weird, because I didn’t really get it from them, but
I like, I went abroad…
So what happened? Like, how did you get into it?
I, so… how did I get into it. I… auditioned for Hype,
because I love Hype shows. And I got in. um, and then
when I was looking where to go abroad… and I have
been doing theatre before, blah blah blah. And when
I was looking to go abroad, I didn’t want to go where
anyone else was going, for some reason, I just didn’t,
I felt like being not with people that I know (laughs)
(Laughs) Okay. As we all do, occasionally.
And I found a physica—and I also didn’t want to go to
England. Or Russia.
(Laughs)

(Laughs) “When he got tired.” I love that.
And so that kind of like (exaggerated gravelly
voice) “Lit my fire.”
Indeed.
I guess that was only a year ago. Wow. Um, and
so when I came back – and like, I had been interested in physical theatre before then, like, but I
didn’t know what I was doing and I didn’t, I don’t
know. I was like “Oh that sounds interesting,” but
I never did it myself.
It seems like it was, before it was like a subset, of
what you were doing, or what you did
Yeah. It was something that I liked watching
Mhm
But never thought I could do it myself, ‘cause I was
not a Russian gymnast. (Laughs) So I came back
and I had this, like, major withdrawl, because I
was back in Somerville working at Pinkberry instead of, like, moving in yoga pants. All day long.

Hahaha
And I started taking Arial Silks and Partner Acrobatics. And then, um… and then school restarted and I
was in a show, and it wasn’t a particularly – it was Oedipus and Antigone – and it wasn’t itself a like, physical show, but I found that once I was back in like, a
traditional rehearsal process, like, my whole process
had been changed by going abroad and like, everything I did was so much more physically…. I mean I
just had a whole different approach that I didn’t even
realize I had developed, but I like, did, and I was like
(whispering) “Oh my god, this is gold!”
That’s exciting, yeah.
And so I continued to be obsessed (laughs). And then
I went over winter break and I studied, and i… and so
out of that obsession I proposed Hamletmachine to
the three P’s membership and that got voted in, and
I was like “Okay… ahhhh! I have to …do …something”
(laughs). And then over winter break I studied with
this fabulous physical theatre company in western
Mass called Double Edge, which does like crazy…
Growtowski stuff, where they spend like three years
creating a show out of just like, moving together and
training together and doing awesome stuff, and it’s
really fabulous.

this, like, very specific like, I want to use – the quote on my website, which is those parts.
not published yet, is that “there’s more wisdom in your body than in your deepest philosophy.”
Hahahah!
Ooo.

Anyway, sorry. I like that quote. I like that quote. It’s interesting that –

Which Nietzsche said.

It’s posted on my website but it’s interesting, I feel like what I – and so I feel like
that would be, like, how I’d be whatevered, is like, I’m a drama major, moving to
New York and trying to do things. And so that’s probably how I would be profiled.
But I think to me, like, externally everyone’s like, “Oh, Jonny does all his, like, cool
weird shit that we don’t do at Tufts,” because Tufts acting classes aren’t the same
like weird physical devised – Sheriden’s fabulous, and she loves physical stuff,
but. There’s not the same physically devised – most Tufts actors don’t spend a
semester, like, moving in space.

I love Nietzsche. Except for the anti-Semitic and hating-women parts.
Well, you know.
It’s so sad!
(Laughs)

(Laughs) Or, exclusively moving in space.
Because you’re reading and you’re like “I friggin’… love you!” and then you turn
Exclusively moving in space, and like, doing… handstands. And so I feel like I am
the page and you’re like “Alll right.”
viewed – this is becoming very theatre-y!
(Laughs)
It’s okay!
Like there are parts of this, of this, I forget which book it is. I read him sophomore year and there are parts of his book, this like, Nietzsche reader that I This is the other thing that irritates me, is I’m so – I’m such a self-fulfilling… I’m
have, that are just like literally just like crossed out.
president of Three P’s, I direct shows, everything I do is theatre, everything on my
Hahah
I’m like, “Just ignore,” like I literally write out, like, “IGNORE THIS
PART.”
Haha – “I don’t like… all of this.”
So just in case anyone’s, you know, perusing the bookshelf, ever,

Ooo.

Mhm

And they… and then I came back and like, out of a
lot of things that I learned from them and some stuff
that I learned abroad, I did Hamletmachine, and now
I’m… this. And so now I’m, now I’m suddenly, a year
later I suddenly have this definition of like, “I am the
physical theatre person.” When like, a year - when
I went abroad a year ago, I was like, (Mickey Mouse
voice) “This sounds fun!” you know.

Cause people will do that, eventually,
they will come to my house and they will
look at my bookshelf and they will judge
me, for the things…

Right, right. It seems like it got really intense really
fast, and then like, you did a lot of shit
Right, it exploded. Yeah. And. I like, did something
and then refused to stop.
Yeah. Are you like adrift, now, in like, the week after
Hamletmachine?
I am so adrift. I am so adrift. Every night at seven
o’clock. I’m like, “Why am I not in the hanger, why am
I not in yoga pants, what is going on,” (laughs) “Why
am I not angry about something in the world” – well I
still am angry. But like, (laughing) “Why do I not have
Heiner Müller’s words to convey that for me?”
(Laughing) “I have to do this myself?!”
And so I’m very adrift. And so my solution to being
adrift is that I’ve signed up for all these classes over
March break where Sunday, I’m taking another acrobatic class; Monday, I’m doing a workshop with
Double Edge again; Tuesday, I have silks; Wednesday
I have off right now, but we’ll see; Thursday, I have
Birkram. (Laughs) So I’m coping, with my body.
Right.
So I think because I like, came to Tufts just like,
vaguely interested in theatre and then leaving with

Haha
And when they pull out Nietzsche
they’ll know that I only support

transcript this year starts with “DR”…
(Laughs)
(Laughs) Um. And that’s something that like, irritates
me– I, I go back and forth. Being too… what’s the
point if I’m so isolated, and not being in conversation? But. That’s the next discussion.
It’s funny, because one of my questions is “Do you
feel like you’re part of a particular group at Tufts?”
Yeah.
And then, “is it good or bad?” is the next question.
Yeah, well I go back and forth all the time about how…
um… like I have close friends outside of theatre, but
my life is constantly in Aiedekman. And, on one degree like, that’s what I’m really passionate about and
how I – that’s my language of articulation?
Mhm.
Um. At one point last semeseter Sheriden made us
write “Why We Act.” Um. And I think I figured out
that like, I don’t feel… it’s very rare that I feel correct about how I’ve articulated anything about being
human in non-theatrical ways, and it’s like through
making something that I feel like I can articulate
things. Oh! And this is bringing me back to another
point I wanted to make earlier! (Laughs)
Excellent! That’s great.
So! Um. What was I saying. Oh I’ll do the isolated part
next, don’t let me forget that.
Okay.
Um (Laughs). So. Because I like, I do all these weird
things and like, I do arial silks and stuff I feel like I’m
viewed with this like, “Oh Jonny has all these exciting
physical tools and that’s fun, and like, he does cool
…tricks and he has fun processes of making things.”
And to me that is like, very – oh I’m discovering this
right now!

in love with, like, physical, devised processes and
didn’t really know why. And then… um… but I like,
started to understand something about, like… it
was the first time that I really felt like I was creating things and that I felt like I was doing something important. And I like, didn’t know why I felt
so important, like, doing a Commedia character
that like – know what I mean?

what about theatre was justifiable because, like, I enjoyed it so much but I didn’t know why I was doing it.
Um. And just the answer that “There is political theatre in the world” didn’t satisfy me, or that, like “Theatre is the reason human beings were created to…”
whatever.

Right, right.

Um. It hadn’t satisfied me yet, but like, creating that
was one of the most emotional processes of my life,
and it was one of the most – moving that much,
and like, finding honest meaning in my body, and it
dredged up all of this stuff about, like, like… about being human and about creating something and about
being alone and about failing and about … and it was
all these things that in a week’s time I don’t think that
performance communicates that to an audience, and
I think the people that were there with me, like, we all
saw the importance in each other’s work but it’s not
changing anything. Yet. But it was the first time that
I really understood the… (long pause) somehow that
like, degree of physicality brought out an anger in me
and made me, make sense, or like, not make sense in
such a true way that I felt like so empowered to, like,
want to change things or want to not change things or
want to say things or want to do things. And it was the
perfect way for me to come back to Hamletmachine
with

But it somehow felt like a lot less frivolous than,
like, my previous (weird voice) “I like theatre!”
that I’ve always subconsciously struggled with.
In Italy it started to make more sense that like,
this is what I should be doing and there is a good
reason for me to be doing this, I just didn’t have
a good enough reason. And then, at Double Edge
– so what Double Edge was was for a week, we
would get up every day, and we would spend like
nine hours in a barn, doing training, which is literally like two to three hour sessions at a time,
where everyone is barefoot in this barn, running
around, and you don’t stop moving for like two
to three hours… you don’t stop moving and you
just do like, these repetitive actions and you like,
find meaning… very… very… physical theatre-y
(Laughs)
I dig it, though! (Laughing) I dig it.
Um, and after six days of that, I had a fifteen second piece, where I was in a… cow feeder, which
is like, if I go like this you can almost touch both
sides, and it’s a circle, and it’s like, this tall and
it’s on it’s side, it’s a big circular...
Okay.
It’s three bars. It’s three… it’s made of pipe and
it’s three things, and it can go on it’s side – it’s
kind of like a gym wheel? Um.
I’ll – it’s gonna be – they’ll be a – we’ll footnote
to Google that.
It’s kind of like a big gym wheel thing

Good, good! Moment!

Okay

I’m discovering my opinions on myself. Fabulous.
Um. Who knows if I’ll agree with this tomorrow.

That you can hold this way and roll around in

Kay.
But it can go, and we’ll see. But to me it’s like a weird
conflictory – like I have the same opinion about myself, like oo these tricks are so fun, like, this is what I
love to do – but, um, I think what is conflictory to me
is that physical things are so spectacularly engaging,
and so much of what people… and I think anyone
that came to Hamletmachine also was not purely,
like, “Oh look, they can move,”
(Laughs) It’s true.
But, in terms of what I do in general, because like,
because like almost everything I do has this, like,
physical bent to it, and like, I can mime, and I can do
whatever – um, I feel like that is different from the
reason I started doing it in the first place, and the
reason I started doing it in the first place – I mean,
the reason I started doing it in the first place was
like, (cranky voice) “Oh, I don’t want to go to London!”
But, once I really figured out – I think I, in Italy, I fell

Woah. Okay.
But for me it was on the side.
Okay.
And so it was like, cylinder, about this tall, with
three pipes with like, these handles on it and
all I did was – my culmination of a whole week
of all-day working – was that… how did it start.
I was… it began with me, like, hanging on one
side. And I was like, climbing up it and like bouncing to another side, and then climbing up it, and
bouncing to the other side, and then I like slowly
became faster and faster on my bounding to the
other sides, until I was spinning in the middle. And
then I was just spinning in the middle and then I
got dizzy and fell into the sides and then I walked
around on the middle bar. (In a grandiose voice)
And that was my culmination of a week of work.
And (long pause) Without being there, it sounds
so masturbatory, and it sounds like so much why
I couldn’t figure out why, why I couldn’t figure out

Right.

Yeah.
Because before I was like, “Oh my god, this piece is
awesome!” like, “I want to do this; I don’t really know
how, but I know I want to do this.” And I had done all,
like, this research about what he means by different
things, and what it used to reference, and like, what
it might reference now… and like, but then I came
back with this knowledge that like, at least for myself,
sometimes when I move for three hours and I reach
that point of ridiculousness that there’s such an honesty and a humanity in that that it like, enables me to
attempt to say things? And enables me to attempt to
articulate, articulate things?
What do you think is different between the like, like
were you able to articulate anger after moving, or was
it like, the movement was the articulation…?
It was somehow through it. Yeah. And it was more of
a discovery. Because I don’t think – I mean me being
alone in a farm… wasn’t articulating anything. But I
feel like I learned so many things about myself, and I
learned so many things about…what I was struggling
with, I learned so many things about what I was, what
I thought sucked about myself and what I thought was
stupid, what… it was the first time that like, in such a
short process, I learned so many things about myself
and I had so many revelations about myself that I realized, like, if I can find out this much about myself in
one week of doing this, like, this has to be such a tool
for, for people and people groups to explore and figure
out shit. And so I came back to Hamletmachine with
this, like, “This is going to be such a tool. We have
this, and we have the text and we’re going to put them
together and be some sort of, like, people are going
to be thinking about something.” (Laughs) And… um,
and I hope that was successful. It was a short process,
and so it was very fast, but I think, but it was the first
time I… I had directed things before, not on the same
scale, but I had directed a one-act and I had directed a
workshop and I had directed a student-written… thing.
And it was the first time in directing something with
my actors that I felt like they became so empowered
and so autonomous and so, like, impassioned about

what they wanted to say to the audience and what they wanted the audience to
feel and that they wanted… I feel like I found a language for how I want, for how
I think – and not that this is the only way that humans can communicate or that
humans can learn, but I feel like it’s the way that I can figure out that I can communicate and learn? And… um. But I think that that is what, that’s the disconnect
between… me exteriorly and me interiorly, is that I now at this point where I do
all this physical stuff all the time and I train all the time, and I like, go on silks
because I have this dream that like “One day, I can find a soul!” but like, but that
I… for me, I’ve found that that’s the deepest way that I’ve ever been able to understand things in myself, and I have this new obsession with like, oh my god, if I can
find this many thing about myself, and if in six weeks we can make a Hamletmachine where people, where they actors like pull apart shit that much, and get that
impassioned about it, and the audience can be that, like, reactive to something,
then that’s why I do – that’s why I do this stuff and I want to do it because I want
to, like – I want to do it because I found the language of communicating, and I’ve
found a language of pulling apart things that I don’t understand

something I enjoy, that’s satisfying, whatever, blah blah blah. America tells you
you can be whatever you want to be, like, follow your dreams and have a life you
enjoy, and you’ll be happy.
(Laughs)
(Blows raspberry). But. (Pause) I feel like I… like that’s what really makes me
excited, is that some person who, like, these non-theatre family members
were like (whispering excitedly) “Oh my god. The Madonna. What’s going on.”
(Laughs) “This makes me feel guilty!”
Right? Ha. Oops.

And that’s worthwhile!

And so I feel like that’s – I don’t know how to articulate it – but that’s my, like,
the disconnect between “I found all these fun things!” and “I do weird, physical,
things, that are fun!” where for me it’s like, “Oh I want to communicate things
with people, and I’m really bad at doing it with… words” (Laughs) Or I’m really,
like, I’ve never – like I’m slowly finding a language.

Yeah.

Right. Right.

Yeah.

Um. And a language for like, really saying things. Which is exciting.

And … and so I think that’s the disconnect, is that, exteriorly, and even how I por- That is exciting.
tray myself, I think, I, I have this range of like “Look this is so fun! I can, like, put
my leg behind my head,” or whatever, and “Man I’m gonna keep doing it more!” (Laughs)
(Laughs)

(Sigh). Oh my gosh.

But I think that’s the part that I… because I’m goofy, or whatever. I don’t think
necessarily people connect me as that like, I do it because … not even that I fully
understand it yet, but there’s something that I’ve figured out, like I’m chewing
on a bone, and like, somewhere in that bone is like a really amazing way to, like,
encounter the world and to, like, cause people to think about things and cause
people – make people angry or make people happy or make people… whatever.
Which was like the original reason I came to theatre in the first place, but like…
I was swimming around in like (floaty voice) “Oh I like to act” and now I’m like
(Gnashing teeth) “Grrr! Rrr rooaorr rrroorrrr rrrrearerr!”

So that’s my very complicated answer that I arrived at (Laughs).

Well you want to, you want to move people.

And I’m realizing that, on a, on one level, like… I’m just like wrapping myself up
in art, and not anywhere else.

Yeah!

No, it’s fantastic.
But I also think that’s my – that relates ton my little, like, theatre isolation thing,
too, is that I’m here on this end, obsessing and spending all my time in Aiedekman, trying to communicate things.
(Laughs)

Mmm.
And that’s – I mean, like, that’s the word that I keep thinking of and then I’m like,
oh, but that’s confusing because it’s like movement, but like, Hamletmachine But I think it’s funky because it’s coming from a place of, like, I want to (grandiwas fuckin’ moving, like… I dunno.
ose voice) “Talk to the wooorld”
And it’s the first time, like. I come from a very nonartistic family (Laughs)

Right.

Mhm?

So the combination is very funny (Laughs). And they’re really supportive, and they
love coming to things, and they rarely understand them (Laughs). My parents like
to sit in different sections of Balch, because then they feel like they can make intelligent comments on the play because then they’re like, “From the other side…”

And … and when I see things in, like, my life, as a human, not as a theatre
person, and I want to talk about them but the way that I have figured out to talk
about them is to go into a rehearsal room and like figure it out and then, like,
put on a show (laughs). And so, that’s the other thing I think that is the misconception of me, is that, because I, I spend so much time in Aiedekman that
I think I, community-wise, kind of isolated myself, because all my non-theatre
friends are coincidental (laughs). Or are from before, when I was so wrapped
up. But I think what’s happened is I’ve gotten so obsessed with – it’s kind of
been at the same time, that like I figured out that I, it was kind of like junior year
that I figured out I was like, “Rrrrr! Blood and gore!”

(Laughs)

(Laughs)

But I feel like what I’m really excited about is that: my uncle and my parents came
to the play on the same night, and – they do not get along well, which is not the
point, but – um, and after the show they were like, polite, and like “Oh you did
a good job,” and then we went our separate ways. Um. but two and a half hours
later, um, my uncle texted me and was like “Are you free from the tyranny of your
parents?” and I was like “Not getting into a family fight. But, yes.” And he called
me – he was with my aunt and my cousin, who had also come with him – and they
were like, “Wehaveallthesequestions!”

Is the same time that I started spending all my time in Aidekman. And it’s like,
coming from this place of wanting to do this (spreads arms) that I’m, that I’m
there. And so I think that’s important, I don’t know. That’s a thing.

I come from like a hockey family, and a church family. (Laughs)
Hockey and church.

Haahaha

No, this is. Okay. So I have another question. This is fantastic, all of this is
fantastic, but because we’re talking about how, like, your mode of expression
– your language is going to be inherently outside of my text. Because my mode
of expression is this. And this is what I’ve found after my junior year of (makes
loud tortured depressed noise), right? Like, this is me doing what you’re doing
right now.

“We’ve been talking about this for three hours!” And it’s so much more, like – Mhm! Eieiiii
like on one level, it’s like, yay, I love theatre, I want to enjoy my life, so let me do

(Laughs) So like – so like – BUT this is your profile, so I want, I wanna like, the Mmm. “Hahaha! Scholarly chuckle! Ahahaha.”
idea is for everyone who speaks to like, have this kind of forum. And for it to be
poly, uh, my word is “poly-vocal”
(Still in pompous accent) “You know. Oh yes, him. He’s French, right? French,
vaguely Semitic, one of those philosophers…” But anyway! Roland Barthes talks
Ha!
about film stills, um, and like “obtuse meaning,” have you heard about this? So
there’s this thing called “obtuse meaning,” which sounds like what you feel when
(Laughing) Which, which Kevin totally was like “PFftt!” He like, guffawed when you do physical theatre. Which is this… he talked about like, interpretive meaning
I said it, and I was like, “Yeah you know, like, whatever!” Um. But like, but for or like, what the words, like, say…
you, like, I don’t know – could you write me stage directions? Like could I give
you, could I give you this transcript and could you, like, write me funky weird Mhm.
stage directions? Or something? How would we incorporate… what, cause I
know nothing about physical theatre, other than I’ve seen it, so how do we But then he talked about this third thing, which he doesn’t know how to describe,
incorporate… your mode of expression as much as we can into my mode of because you can’t put it into words, called obtuse meaning, and he says, “I get
expression?
it when I look at film stills, and I get it when I read comics,” and it’s something
that’s blunt, and, um, kind of, uh, carnivalesque, and it’s kind of like, people don’t
Uh, ooo! You’re totally going to send me into Aideckman 75 and I’m going to really like it, but like, it’s very important…” so, when you said film stills it’s really
play with objects (Laughs).
interesting that that’s what Barthes talks about.
That’s just – we don’t have to answer that now, that’s just what I’m thinking Mhm. Yeah.
about after that whole big long monologue. Is what I’m thinking. Because this,
this excites me, and I want to like – I feel like just talking about it is not enough. And he talks about it with… he mentions – I was interested in it because he menI want to add some you to this, this is about me talking to you.
tions comic books, like, in passing, he’s like, “Oh yeah, comics have it too” and
I’m like, “Nooo! Your’re the only theorist who ever talks about this! Come back!”
Yeah, yeah. I’m – no, no. No this is a long discussion.
(Laughs) (Make high-pitched desperate sounds)
I don’t care!
And he doesn’t know, like, its value’s in its value-less-ness, kind of. In that it can’t
Well, well, wait I have multiple answers. I think one thing that – well, mmm. I’m be like, articulated, and it’s kind of like a weird thing. But. Film stills reminded
trying to figure out like which of these is like, really… stupid.
me of obtuse meaning. So. That was not… related to what you were going to say,
though.
(Laughs) Probably none of them.
No, that’s cool.
Because there is such a thing as really stupid physical theatre. (Laughs) And
I’ve seen it. And I think I’ve made it sometimes.
I don’t know, I don’t know!
(Laughs)

Um, I’m trying to think. So another, so – I’ll see if this ends up somewhere, I promise this is trying to end up where your question began. Um. I keep talking about
Um… First, I think movement is captured much better – this is not an answer Hamletmachine. But that’s because in the past week I miss it so much! (Laughs)
to your question.
Whatever! Yeah, no. I wanna talk about Hamletmachine! I really liked HamletThat’s okay.
machine!
Movement is captured much better on still photography than on film. Hamletmachine had a DVD but I’m like so much more excited about the photo call than
the DVD, because there’s something about the movement that is so about...
the actual movement is so related to it and that they’re close to you or they’re
far from you and that like, the air moves, and like, the space is like where you
begin.
Yeah.
And so I think DVDs kill it.

Weeee. One of the… one of the… one of my… theories…
Mhm?
Or, opinions. And obviously this depends on – this isn’t to say that I’ll never do
realism again; I think realism is really interesting. But! Um… one of my thoughts
on movement and, and like, movement and meaning.
Yeah.

Is that I think there’s a really interesting degree of abstraction that allows something – and what I mean by that is um, tons of the – I think the best example of
this is the suicide women dance. Um. And … I’ll try to say it and then I’ll try to
However I’m very excited to watch Pena. (Pause) But that’s not answering the explain it and then it’ll make sense.
question.
Okay.
Photo stills.
In that I think that there’s a kind of magical area where something has a base,
Yeah. Why did I say that? I could … I don’t know!
has a seed within it of where it came from in the performer that is then just
abstracted enough that the audience member can lay themself onto it, and it
I don’t know either. Later. Think about it. I did photo stills, or, I talked about doesn’t – a mistake that gets made all the time in theatre is that people don’t acthem in my thesis, because my thesis is about comics, and
knowedge the fact that the audience is bringing 90% of the play in with them, and
like, in the room – Balch fits 220 people, and so that’s 220 people that like, got
Is about Commis?
up this morning, and didn’t eat breakfast, or did eat breakfast, and then like, had
an experience with some person where they, like, felt like they insulted someone,
Comics. Comics. I do comix.
and then, like, they… whatever! They read in the newspaper that… that… Tufts
doesn’t have racism. For instance.
Oh! I thought you said “Commis.” I was like, (in upper class English accent) “Is
that a person that I know? A reference, you know…”
That would never happen! Who would ever write that article? No one would ever
write that article. They’d have to be a shithead.
(reciprocating in kind) “Oh yes, yes, Commis, you know, him, you’re familiar…?”
No, comix. Comix.
The point is in order to be successful in this process you have to know what’s going to happen, what the audience is going to walk in as. You know who they are.
Mm.

Kind of. Um. and the general world that you live in.
but like, every person has a specific – the specifics
of the world they live in are always different, and I
think theatre always fails when it doesn’t leave room
for those specifics to be part of the performance, because I think performance needs to be a conversation between audience and performer. What my aim
is is always to leave enough room that like, none of
that daily stuff, and none of that personal history,
is absent from the viewer’s experience. And so with
that woman act, like, all of those, each of their movement solos came out of … well it was a weird process.
It started with –
I’m so glad you’re talking about this. Can I, can I
say, while I was watching that scene, I was going “I
wonder” I was wondering how you got to those movements.
Oo! Here we go. (Laughs)
Okay, because I was telling Scott, like, because that
was my favorite – part. Of Hamletmachine. Was that,
part. The way it dealt with gender was the best part.
That and the, uh, uh, um, “Somewhere people are
torn apart so that I can be alone with my shit,” that
part. Those were my two favorite parts. But I wanted
to know the process of how they picked out those
movements because
So. They each, they each are “the woman with whatever.”
Yeah.
“The woman hanging from rope.” Um, and I wanted
to give them a physical vocabulary first. So the first
thing I did is that they had pictures of their instrument of suicide. I didn’t want to talk about suicide
itself, at the beginning, um I didn’t want to talk about
the act of suicide, I didn’t want to talk about why they
committed suicide, I didn’t want to talk about if they
committed suicide, because “yesterday they stopped
killing themselves,” but, um, and at various points
we also talked about the act from a theoretical perspective, and that like it opens and then, like, the
women – and then they refuse to participate. But. in
terms of the movement itself – they began with images of their instrument. And so they began with ropes
or they began with knives or they begin with, gas.
(Visibly affected) Okay.
And so… out of the texture of rope, not even the rope
as a instrument to kill, but just the texture of rope,
I had them create short physical sequences of like,
“Rope looks rough,” and “Rope is twisted,” like, physical – neutral, physical sequences. Um. and then I did
a process with them that I had done abroad where if
you had a set sequence, then you break it down into
its essential components. So like, if you go like this,
what is this really doing; it’s doing this movement,
and stuff. Where I took all these sequences they’d
created and made them very essential, but then in
doing that making them very flexible, so that they
had like a huge range of volume, tone, and rhythm
in this set sequence. Um. And … and when we had
that point, where we had these sets of like extremely
flexible movement sequences, that’s when I, that’s
when we had our longest discussion about what the
act meant to them, what the act, like, what types of
structures of oppression they see in the world, either
in themselves or in the world or that they pass by on
the subway, or, whatever. And what reading that act
makes them think of, in terms of body image and in

terms of anything. Um. And then I asked them each
to, with their sequence, tell a story of one of those
structures that we talked about. And so tell a story
about – about… Rush Limbaugh, whatever.
(Laughs) There are lots of stories to tell, right now.
Yeah. Um, and , then I hgave them three, three
things. First they had to, um, display the structure of
oppression, then they had to escape it, then they had
to destroy it. Um, and initially, the one initial problem
t m fabulous mentor said was that the displaying part
was, there was no, wasn’t , wasn’t about the transistion, it was just really sad. And so I kind of gave them
the power to like, to show that it was a protest and
like, displaying this is, like a protest of it, and then
escaping it is a protest of it, and destroying it is a
complete abolition of it. Um. And so, so for each of
them their solo was very specific, and had a very specific meaning behind it. But. If it was articulated – I
mean *** had one thing that was kind of literally…
I don’t know you caught it but there was one kind of
like vomiting action, but other than that there was
very little literal interpretation. Um. And… what I’m
interested in is that the actors have a very specific
grounding and a very specific meaning for it, but the
audience doesn’t need to have the same meaning.
It doesn’t need to be like, “Oh, that is a, like, thirty
second piece about…whatever.” Because the audience, male or female, has a relationship with gender
structures, whether they know it or not.
(Laughs quietly)
And, um. And that’s what I love about it because after it Ryan comes in and totally messes up. But.
It’s fuckin’ great. I’m sorry. It was fuckin’ great.
(Laughs) Um. But, what I’m – I’m sorry I don’t remember why I was telling this story. But what I’m
really into is that area where like, it’s so specifically
grounded for each of them, and they each have a
very specific reason why they were doing that dance
Yeah
And each, there was a lot of specificity in the motion itself and it was abstracted just enough that the
audience knows the genre of reaction that they’re
supposed to have, or that they can have, but the audience has the freedom to see their own life in the
dance, and see their own –
Almost act their own specificities into it.
Yeah! Yeah. And so they’re not forced to be like, “Oh,
well I’ve never dealt with that specific issue, and so
I agree, but I’m…sitting…here.” And that like, I’m really interested in that level of abstraction that is, like,
from a very specific place but abstracted just enough
that the audience is then is filling in all the details
and is filling in what it actually means. Because then
that becomes so much more of a powerful and useful, like – what is the use of me for watching something that I have no relationship with? It’s a learning
experience, and it’s a, it’s an informative experience,
um… which has value. I now take back the part
where I say that it has no value.

Well because because then it’s not just a learning
experience, it’s an applicable experience.
Yeah. Yeah. And you walk out of there having had
an experience with something in your life.
Yeah. Ahhhh.
And like, that line is really delicate, but I think
when it happens it’s totally magical, because you
walk into a play and everyone can walk out having
had an experience with their life, not with like, (in
a bored voice) “I saw… Yesse… doing something…
and she did it great.” Um, I can’t remember why I
started answering that question.
We were trying to figure out how to make this,
um…
Oh! So, so that was – so that was supposed to
bring me to something about how I want to frame
my—how I communicate, leaving the viewer
(Laughs)
…able to… insert themselves into what I create…
fuck. (Laughs)
(Laughing) It’s good! All this is, it’s super fascinating for me! I’m not sure I’ll be able to use any of it,
but it’s great! We’ll use it all! We’ll just, we’ll use
it all! Doesn’t even matter! We don’t even have to
talk about Tufts!
This is why I always go on for so long, because
I’m always trying to rephrase – no this is a perfect example! I’ll say the same thing like eighteen
times because I’m like, “Words! Words! I need to
rephrase it the way I want to! And somehow if I go
like this…like, I don’t need to rephrase it! Because
I went like this. (Laughs) And, and that’s my current battle right now, is that when I go like this, I
know that I said it for myself the way I want to and
like, now my current, like, challenge to myself is
like, how moving forward in life do I go like this,
and it says something to the person I’m doing it
at. (Laughs) And that’s the challenge. That’s what
I was trying to say for the first question. (Laughing) Is what I’m trying to do with my language.
It’d be hilarious – we won’t do it this way, but it’d
be hilarious – if it was just the pure transcript,
and all we had was no imagery so it’d just be
you being like, “When I go like this,” and then,
you know, “…”, and then having to communicate
“this”…
(Laughs)
And then everyone’d be like, “What!”
And a picture of me like (pose) (Laughs) And because I’m coming out of Hamletmachine, I keep
phrasing it in terms of things with mildly political or like, political – I hate the word “political,”
‘cause it’s limited to like, politics. In a way. You
know what I mean though.
Yeah, in a… uh…

(Laughs)

But I feel like even joy is the same thing.

But, but I’m really interested in the value that can
come when, like, I can put my life into the experience
the actor is portraying, and have that

No uh, you know, like… expression.
Like, like, it’s –Yeah! And, and because I’m com-

ing out of like, an angry piece that is like, (growly
voice) “This is what’s wrong with the world and I
have all these – dr—rawweerr!”

and never have stood up.

(Laughs)

I’m like, “Oh, that’s an interesting thought.”
(Laughs) But I never have actually stood up when
a book has told me to stand up. And I’ve stood up
when people have told me to stand up. But like, the
way I learn from books is so different than the way
I – this is another thing! I feel like the way I learn
things from others when it’s in a book form is so
different than the way that I have felt satisfied expressing myself, ‘cause this isn’t to say that I never
get anything out of other modes of communication

Um, I’m phrasing a lot of this in that way, but it’s
also true of how I want to express, like, happiness!
(Laughs)
Right, right
Somehow it makes sense to me. But it’s like, a constant wrestling because I feel like I’ve seen so many
things that – and this isn’t to criticize them, but it’s
not what I want to do – I’ve seen so many things
with movement and dance and with theatre and
general that are beautiful, and they’re gorgeous,
and are… beautiful and gorgeous.
Unrelatable?
And like, the language that I’ve figured out for me
for processing things is one that is like a huge wrestling match to make sure I’m saying something to
someone, not like, being beautiful and gorgeous
and interesting. So that’s another thing (laughs).
But that’s my like, moving forward problem.
No, that makes sense. Yeah.
Because now that I’ve found my language I’m trying
to learn to speak it to other people.
(Laughs) Right, right. Well you’re trying to – I mean
– “language” is the key, right? Because “language”
implies that you are, like, communicating something beyond, like…
Right. Because if I’m communicating to myself then
I’m like, in a farm in Western Massachusetts, spinning.
Right.
Which is how I found things, but like, that didn’t say
anything to anyone.
Right.
It says something to me, and then it’s like, “Oh, now
I can say things to other people!”
Right. It’s a stepping stone, it seems like. Or not a
stepping stone, but…
But I need to keep going on the stepping stones.

Yeah. It didn’t work. It’d have to

Right, right, right
Like, I get tons of – I love books. (Laughs) Like, I
love people that can like, express things with words
really interestingly. And this isn’t to say that I can’t…
use…. words, either. But. (Laughs)
“I love word – people – expression.”
I’m just contradictory.
It’s okay.
“Nothing is anything!”
You can be bilingual.
Yes. Yes!
(Laughing) It’s okay.
But I’m trying to figure out like, how – the like the
really amazing moments I’ve had reading something or like, looking at pictures or, whatever looking
at… comics (Laughing)
Thanks.
(Long pause). On one level like, yes, I’ve found my
creative… calling or whatever.
Hm.
Um. But that’s not the only way I learn things and
that’s not the only way I receive things. And like, this
tongue I found only works in… in the context that it
works in. It’s like “How do I write something?” You
know what I mean? And not just obey like, what is
writing something supposed to be like.
Yeah.

Yeah.

Like how do I… how do I, like, use this way of whatevering to like…. Shhh! (motion) (Laughs)

(Laughs)

Ah!

(Sighs)

Which is the first question you asked me. And I
haven’t answered it yet.

(Fast-paced tapping)
So. In terms of the viewbook… Oh I’m sorry I’m giving you something impossible.
No, it’s fantastic!
Um. I mean there’s a part of me that wants to give
steps to the reader that’s like, “Get up.” (Laughs)
“Do your thing.” But, I’d have to think about how
that would work because I’ve read things like that,

Answer it.
How should I portray myself? In the viewbook? You
ask good questions.
Thank you!
Normally I’m not good at interviews. (Laughs)
These are good, they’re great! No I mean it’s, it’s,

it’s great. The interviews take really different tracks.
Some of them are very, like, “I’m going to tell you a
story about a time at Tufts.” And some of them are
very, like, “I’m gonna talk about… me” and then
some of them are like, “I wanna talk about, like, art”
and then this one is making me think a lot about my
own modes of expression and like, my own process.
It’s interesting okay so can I show you this? This is
not an IRB certified thing, because I wrote the IRB
people and they told me I didn’t need certification
That’s the survey thing, right?
Yeah for survey thing. And – shoot, where’s the
email? I wish I could – but the email says, I’m gonna
include the email in the viewbook because I think it’s
funny. Because they’re like “Oh, by this description,
you project is not… the stuff you’re doing isn’t research because it’s not applicable to general knowledge” is how they, is how they phrase it, because it’s
not generalizable.
Mmm. Like how Tufts makes dance classes write
dance papers!
(Laughs) What?!
(Laughing) It’s an administration requirement that
dance majors have to write a paper, so you write a
paper about African Dance.
That seems contrary to dance.
Next I think we should dance about architecture.
Which I actually like to do. (Laughs). I’m gonna hum
a ditty about math.
(Laughing) That’s all I can do about math!
But that’s hilarious. I don’t know! Because on one
level, like, I could get in a room and I could read
my transcript and I could be like, “What does this
mean?” and I could move. And then like, take pictures of it.
I might send you – instead of giving you the transcript, I might

(suppressed laugh)
or not.
That’s interesting.
People at Tufts masturbate quite a lot.
(Weird sound) (Laughter)
That’s different, though, that’s a different thing.
My struggle now though is like, how would I move to this or whatever in a way
that’s not illustrating me moving, but is actually…
Yeah.

Mmm.

Because all the things that I naturally think of are like, would be like, “See
appendix item A, like, ‘Jonny in a room moving.’ And it’s not me… saying something to someone in… know what I mean? That’s what I mean by masturbatory.

This is all that does anything. This (gestures elsewhere) oh no… like, “I’ve been
sitting in chairs my whole life and I’ve been writing intelligent things and taking
the SATs and now I’m in college and like, this is what…” like, we’re so focused
on correctly communicating with stupid like, types that we like don’t… we don’t
acknowlege everything else and so everything else is very frozen. And we’re
very scared of, like... getting in there.

(Sighs) Yeah. I was just thinking of – this is totally off the wall and it probably
won’t… but I was thinking of like, even when you’re reading a – cause like, you
won’t get someone to stand up. But they will want to like, turn a page. Could
you at least give them thoughts to think while turning a page?
Oh my god after turning a page, I can be like, “What did your hand just do?”
Yeah! Like, like – cause that way, like – they’re gonna turn the page, hopefully,
it’s a good enough viewbook! So like, could we talk about that motion?
Are they for sale, can I have them?
They’re not for sale, but I’m going to try to have them published. Definitely
(laughs) at least they’re’ll be a pdf online, but there won’t be a page to turn!

But like, these are the bodies that we inhabit. Like,
of course I’m centered in this because this is the one
that I wake up in.
(Laughs) And/or masturbatory. Has also come up.
Multiple times. About like, what people do at Tufts

(Squirming in seat) God, you’re making me conscious, now!
Cause like, people don’t feel comfortable performing those things unless it is
inherently sexual. Unless they’re playing something that is, like, “SEX!” then,
like, like, then it doesn’t concern my hips. But our hips and like all of our sexual
areas are like the base, our center of gravity – that’s not the right word, center
of –
Balance?
They’re our center (Laughs).

Yeah but I can print it (Laughs).

(Laughs) I’m thinking of charkas now.

Um, yeah. There will be a physical copy of it.

They are our… if you watch when – this is how I reduced the solos, actually.

I could ask questions, like, “Where is your pelvis right now?”

Oh yeah, yeah.

Yeah, questions like… like that

Because I made them do the whole thing and I said, “You can only, like, the only
motions that matter are what your core and, maybe, what your pelvis is doing.”
So like, if you’re going like this, like, my arm is a giant piece of frosting. It’s like
a giant… giant… what’s the word. Decoration.

That’s a great question.

And – which is true, like, I admit that this is a narcissistic project!

(Laughs)

Conveying something!

I might send you the audio. I think that might be better for this one. So I’m going to send you this.

(Laughs)

Our bodies are, like, very interesting and can do lots of things. Like, it is not that
hard to get off the ground. But it takes us, like, forever to get off the ground. So
first, that’s my first pet peeve. Chairs. Have killed out ability to get off the floor.
So you have to retrain actors how to get on and off the floor. (Pause) Secondly.
We’re scared of being sexual. (Pause) (Sigh)

You know what I mean?

(Laughs)

This project! (Exhasperated) Also, can I just say, okay.
Okay, that’s better. Because so many people – “narcissistic” has come up in almost every single interview, literally almost every single one, either in reference to the person who’s being interviewed or myself

(Laughs)

The… our direction of motion, the way that someone is going, in a space, is…
is visible based on where their, like, sex is facing. (Laughs) And… we, especially
Tufts people, because we’re smart, we… (gestures to head)

But I don’t know, I don’t know if that

But I’m trying to figure out how to do that in a way
that’s not masturbatory. Not – not – that’s the wrong
word. That’s not… so obvious.

to be on chairs or standing that we literally do not know how to get on the floor.
Like if someone is sitting on – it’s whenever, whenever you have a crowd of
people sitting on the floor in a room, and then watch them get up to leave, it’s
this whole, like, like, this should not be too hard!

(Laughs)
It’s like a pickup line.
I love doing that to actors because they’re always so (Pause) In America,
(laughs)
Let me give you my pet peeves about what our society has done to our bodies.

Okay.
Still not the right word, but.
Embellishment?
It’s a giant embellishment! And like, what’s happening is like I’m going like this.
Ooo.

Now I feel bad that we’re sitting in chairs!

But like, I go like this and I show that. But like, the problem is that we’ve gotten so up here, and we think that like, nothing is sexual unless it’s sexual and
because sex is (uncomfortable noise) we don’t have sex, like, the motion has
become this, and like, you’re not doing it with your whole body and it’s not –
ehgugh! Those are my two big beefs with… our bodies. (Laughs) And the third
one is that we don’t need to understand everything! We don’t… this is more of
a problem with smart actors, which is… actors at Tufts.

It’s a comedy watching humans try to get on the floor.

Good, ‘cause we’re talking about Tufts.

(Laughs)

Is that, they’re do a motion – and the thing I had to, like, train – I loved this part,
and my actors were so wonderful, like I wish, they were so wonderful, like who
am I kidding, saying yes to my crazy – um. But and so it didn’t take me to long.
But it’s a process to get them to stop having a reason to do everything. Like,

Please!
First, chairs. Chairs are horrible. Chairs have – no one knows how to get on the
floor anymore. Tell a human to get on the floor. It’s, it’s a comedy.

You have to like, retrain actors how to lie down, because they don’t –like, the
floor is so far away from us, and we’re so trained to be on chairs and so trained

rather than like feeling that like just following and impulse and like feeling that
they should go like this, and then like gradually finding a way to figure it out, like,
and no one can – like, we have this impulse that we can’t go like this unless
we have thought through a thesis and some supporting arguments about why
my chest should move forwards. And like, specifically grounded in logic. Those
are my three things. (Laughs) Like, sometimes this comes before the logic, and
sometimes the logic comes out of this and you like, figure out why you were doing this, because like, your body is a lot smarter than you sometimes.

(Laughs)

(Hold up ginger latte) This was also delicious.

(Laughs)

I’m so glad. It made me thirstier. Do you think
there’s – there’s probably caffeine in it, right, it’s
probably espresso and gingerbread.

Like the Nietzsche quote.

(Laughs)

Yeah! All comes full circle. I feel like every time I talk, it gets more and more
difficult to make my… section… (Laughs)

Because you’ll, like, learn things about yourself.

No! No what’s happening, which is weird, is that we’ve been saying the same
thing, but it’s getting tighter and tighter. And like, it’s very interesting. It’s like
we started out going like this, and now we’re going like this.
(Laughs) Yeah.
Is really what it’s like. (Breath out) I don’t even want to ask you any of these
questions! Cause like, this is far more interesting discussion. Um, you can look
at them, if you want. These are questions other people answered. But the – the
smart actor thing is really interesting to me, if we’re going to start characterizing Tufts. That’s a really interesting – the like, head focus versus the body
focus, I mean like, that…
Cause we all worked so hard with our heads to get in here! That… that we need
everything we do to be justified by a reason.

(In sinister voice) “Sit at your laptop and type! With your chair!”
Yeah. Don’t use your head. Do something crazy! And then use your head. And
then figure out what you did.

Right.

I know. Okay. We’ve been talking for an hour –

Mmm yeah.

(Laughs) Fuck!

Like it goes from zero to sixty really fast, and I quit
once before…

I… have an interview with Amanda Yepez but I don’t know where she is… so…
I dunno! What do you think? What do you think are you satisfied with what we
have done? Because I thought this was fantastic conversation. And this is not
– we’re not done, here.
Oh, good. (Laughs)
Okay. Because this is like –

And we need – like, that’s a thing with acting that like, whatever we’re like, very
in our heads and we’re very scared of acting impulsively and then figuring out
what happens in order to it’s this process but I feel like it’s that way in general,
like, we’re very scared of not understanding why we do what we’re doing. And
we’re very scared of not having a reason. And we’re very scared of not having
a reason afterwards.

(Gasps) Good!

As am I.
But, like, we’ve just become, like, heads walking around that don’t… I’m fascinated by what happens when you have these brilliant heads, and you stick
them in bodies (Laughs) and you stick them in situations where they don’t understand what they’re doing, and then after they’ve done something where
they don’t understand what they’re doing then they figure it out. Because their
heads are brilliant, your heads can come up with fabulous things. Like some
of the best parts of Hamletmachine were things that I had no clue what to do
and I would just make them do things, and I would just be like, “Okay what’s
going on here?” Like, “I don’t know what to do with this line.” And they’ll be like,
“Oh, well, (mumbling noises, explaining noises)” And so, like, we have heads,
we’re smarties.

So we can hang out every day.
Good cause I want to pick your brain and and and just like, figure out how we’re
gonna do this because this one’s a challenge! This one’s a challenging one.
Some of them, some of them are like, not – well. Cause they’re just like, “Just
comic book me in, or whatever.” And I’m like…
(Laughs)
No but this one’s gonna be, gonna be good. Yeah. One kid is writing an accompanying essay to our conversation, he’s like, a philosophy major, so he’s like,
really into like – he does a lot of things that I do, and we’re both in literary theory together, and so he’s gonna like (Laughing) deconstruct, like, our – when
it’s finished I’m giving him the pdf and he’s gonna deconstruct it and then like
write all over it, and then he’s also adding footnotes to another person’s interview with his permission, and there’s like, that whole thing going on…
Oh I’m so excited about this! I’m so excited about it.
Oh it’s gonna be really neat. It’s gonna be really neat. Um…
Look at my new cowboy boots.
Lemme see. Ohh!!
I got them at Buffalo Exchange.

(Laughs)

I love Buffalo Exchange! Those are great. Those are really good.

But it’s so much more interesting what happens when you put those heads on,
on us doing what we don’t understand and doing what we haven’t planned out,
and then watch yourself make meaning out of what you didn’t plan out, like it’s
so much more – I feel like I’ve seen so many more innovative things come out
of that. Even outside of theatre; I cant think of an example, but. Yeah. I just hate
when people get trapped in always knowing… cause then there’s no innovation,
there’s no…

They’re already broken in, and they’re cheap – everything you want out of cowboy boots.

Well if you know everything that what are you gonna – learn, what are you
gonna make…
Go sit in a room and write a book!

No! Why would you do that?
Because when I drink caffeine, it’s like, eight cups
of coffee a day.

I’m only in three classes now…

Because we did our document-based questions in AP Whatever History to get
in here, and the most important thing is that we had a thesis. And the most
important thing in all of our classes is that we can back up our arguments with
arguments. And so, that’s great, like, that is really important and I’m glad that
we have thoughts (Laughs) but –

That’s fine, ‘cause I’ve had a killer headache for
four days. Like, fuck that, I’m not gonna give up
caffeine.

And about whatever anyone else did, I don’t know. You know.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Probably.

Ugh.
(Laughs)
Love it.
Fabulous, already-broken-in, way less than cowboy boots normally are.
(Laughs) I have like, a box…

I’m worried about the finances of caffeine as I graduate college.
That too! Yeah.
Because I realized – when I was a bratty child, who
did not believe in Starbucks, and my dad has a big
Starbucks addiction. I, in my snotty, obnoxious way,
calculated how much my family spends on Starbucks every year…
Nooooo no no no no no
(whispering) And it was like two thousand dollars!
Yeah! No! It’s like
I don’t have that kind of money! (Laughs) Maybe I’ll
ask my parents, “Just get me Starbucks gift cards,
that’s how you can support them.”
Well it reminds me of – have you read A Tree Grows
in Brooklyn?
No but I want to!
So, there’s this one scene in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn where – they’re like, dirt poor, right – where the
girl, like – I read it a long time ago, I don’t remember her name – really likes the smell of coffee but
doesn’t drink coffee. And she’s, like, eight. And
her whole family drinks coffee and she always,
like, brews coffee and smells it and then throws
it away. And then the mom is like, “What the fuck
are you doing, we have no money, you can’t – you
can’t do that, you have to either drink your coffee
or not brew coffee. And she’s like – and, and her
dad, who’s like, this tragic figure, kind of, in A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn, in that he’s like, really unreliable but like, she loves him anyway because he’s
like, a dreamer or whatever…
Mhmm.
And he’s like, a sleeze, like he’s like, not a good
guy or whatever, he’s like, I dunno. So he like gets
really mad at the mom and says, “Look, we’re not
allowed any luxury at all. So this is her luxury. Is
that she gets to smell coffee. Everyone gets one
luxury, and that’s her luxury!”
Mhm.

And it’s like a really moving scene, but like, maybe that can be mine.
(Bursts out laughing)
And I’ll drink it!
I love the desperation with which you grab that!
I want to drink it, I won’t just want to smell it, I’ll
just, yeah. I don’t know. (Sigh) I don’t know. Let
me text Amanda really fast, if that’s okay.
(In Brooklyn accent) Of cawse.
(reciprocating) Okay cool. Thank you so much
this was great! Okay. So, yeah, this part you’re
gonna have to answer because this is the little
black box.

fortune cookie for me – “It is rude not”… what did it
say? “It is impolite not to introduce all of your personalities.”
Ahhhh!
So. Me…
Hahahaha
Shimmer…
Hahaha
I have a clown personality named Eddie (Laughs)
That’s a good name! (Laughing)
He’s like a 30-year-old six-year-old.

Oh my god parental yearly income.

Alright. Okay.

It’s the same, it’s the, okay.

Um… I feel like there’s another one. Those are the
main three.

Do you have this weird thing with your parents –
so, I don’t know.
A lot of people say that, actually. That’s more
common than you think. A lot of people are like,
“My parents won’t tell me.”

(Laughs) If you think of any more, let me – (seeing
Amanda) Hi, I’m so sorry! That I didn’t go up and say…
>>No it was supposed to be at 4:30 but then I got out
of class, like, super early, so, holla.

My parents won’t tell me, they – all my parents
will tell me, is that “you should never…” like, my
parents have this obsession with me not feeling
like I need to worry about money.

Sit! We’re just wrapping up, I guess.

Yeah.

Ahh this is such a physical – I did this so much! I want
to like… I did this so much! I have to remember, like,
what you did. Yeah so everyone has – I’m going to send
you this, probably… oh actually I’ll send you the whole
form! Or you have the form, probably, somewhere. Um.

And I’m like (frustrated motion) I have to fill this
out on forms all the time!
Yeah I know. This is, this is like why this questions
there. The idea is like, this is gonna be…
I mean I assume, certain – like I don’t get financial aid, so I assume
Right. Yeah.
I saw the house that I grew up in.
Yeah.

(Looks at coffee holder, which is now in pieces) I have
shredded…

Do I? (Laughs)
Well… maybe not.
Well, is it in the same email as the viewbook?
Yeah!
Oh okay, then that’s the one that I forgot to open.
(Laughs)

The idea for this is twofold: one, it’s supposed to
kind of prime you for the interview, in that you
start thinking about like identity and stuff, and
like, all the different ways that you’re coded, and
then like, also people have lots of fun with this.
Like one guy’s, this is three pages long.

But if you could just send me back this, everyone is
sending me this bit, just for continuity’s sake and also
cause it’s just really funny. Because some people just
do it straight and don’t know they can like, fuck with
it, and some people – God damn it, Stephen! (glares
at computer) – And then some people, like, uh… like
I said, they, they have fun. So. If you want to have fun
with it, please. Please do.

(Laughs)

I will do my best to have fun with it.

And then some people are like, “I’m not going
to answer any of these.” And then some people,
like, make up stuff, like, you can lie on any of
these, you can like, lie…

Maybe fill it out three times! One for Shimmer, one for
Eddie, and one for Jonny Hendrickson.

I got a fortune cookie once – this is totally unrelated to the other things I was saying

Okay, um… so I’ll be in touch?

(Laughs)

Tell me! Still recording.
That said… um… “It is rude” – this is the perfect

Haha! That would be the best.

Fabulous. Yes.
Yay.
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Eyes: Brown
Hair: Brown
Interests: Dance, softball, reading books
on my Kindle
Activities: Spirit of Color Dance Troupe,
Intramural Softball
Political Views: Democrat
Is it the same thing you sent in the email?

Sweet!
Um, but like the first thing that comes out of
it is a transcription, basically.
Mhm.
Uh… so that’s what we’re doing now. Um.
The two big huge questions that we’re doing with this profile are – and I don’t know
if… you’ve seen, you’ve seen the… so are, uh,
“What do you want people to know about
Tufts,” and “What do you want people to
know about you at Tufts?”
Two very different questions.
Two – yes! So those are the two big different –
big, uh, big meta-questions. And then the big
meta-question is like, “how do you represent
anything?” Which is also like, representation
of people, and what it means to like, profile
yourself, and like, kind of teasing out the interview process and stuff like that. In the context of Admissions. So.
Sweet.

That’s – that’s the pitch! Um. So there are a
Yes.
lot of different ways that the interviews have
been going? Like, sometimes like Jonny would
I could open up the email on my computer?
just like talk about one thing for like, the
whole time, or like, like one kid just made me,
Yes! Please. Yay! Okay I’m recording, P.S., too, by the like, go through every question, and that was
way.
helpful… um, a lot of the time, uh, like – also
like fun meta-discussions happen, where like,
No, yes. No worries.
we’ll talk about, like, how we want the text
to look…
Yay!
Mhm.

I’m pretty positive it’s working… turn on! Okay,
yes.
Uh. Which could be interesting. Um. But if
you want to, I guess if you want to just like
Jonny and I didn’t talk about any of the questions.
start out looking at these questions and if
something, like I don’t know if anything like
(Laughs)
struck your fancy in particular?

And she, like, as much as I in my head think, like,
“Oh! I know what my profile would be,” after I
talked with her, I’m like, I know what Tuft’s profile
of me would be.
Okay.
After talking to her.
Please tell me. (Laughs)
‘Cause I love Tufts, but this would be their profile:
“I am a poor, Hispanic, first-generation, woman.”
That’s like, eighty million things in one (Laughs)
Right?
(Laughs) Aw!
Like, I win on all levels. “Who, through the help of,

(Laughs)
Oh, public school. I didn’t put that in there.

Yeah it sounds weird though.

Public school, what up!

It left, like, a sour taste in my mouth afterwards.
And then to see her next interviewee, who like I
know, and I was like, in my head all I could do was
like, “Shaking my head…” like “I know what she’s
going to ask you.” So. Yeah. Poor. Minority. Urban.
Urban-dwelling.

Yeah that’s another, level. Uh, um, cause, cause
like – obviously, I know what I am, here?
Right.
I just wasn’t expecting her to, like, talk to me
like that. (Laughs) Like, it wasn’t unpleasant, it
was just like, “Oh my god.”
What, what were the questions? Were they just
like, “What challenges have you overcome?” Or
like…
Yeah or like, “Tell me more about your family
back at home,” like, “are you first generation,
what are your siblings doing… What are your
parents’ occupations?” You know… she didn’t
ask me explicit income questions but, like,
Weird, coded, yeah.
I could feel – I could feel like she wanted me to
say that. So I was like, you know what, whatever…
(Laughs)

Haha. Sorry.
Yeah?

(Laughs)

Let’s start. Because I just had an interview
with donor relations.

‘Cause I feel like they, that’s what they want to
hear! Like, they want to, that makes the feel
good. It makes them feel good, I don’t know if
they read my letter, I don’t know.

The other thing that might be good is a lot of
(Checking computer) (in sing-song voice) Chase people seem to really like #2. In terms of getGregory! Uh… “Senior Project Help”… (singing) ting them thinking about these ideas.
“Suddenly I see you…” BAM. It’s all you.

Mhm.

(Laughs) Mhm.

derstand, but…this is awkward! We’re focusing
on my past. And not on Tufts. What’s going on?
I thought you wanted to talk to me about my college experience.” And, like, there were some questions about that, but mostly it was more like, (same
donor relations voice) “Tell me more about your
background… so we can show the donors how
far you’ve come.” And I’m just like, “Oh my god,
because it’s impossible? I don’t know what you’re
saying…” I don’t know, it just kinda rubbed me
the wrong way. She was really nice, it was pleasant, but…

you know… donors… and” we were the first,
er, last class with the need-blind admissions,
so (affecting a condescending donor relations
lady voice) “With the help of donors and Tufts
grants has been able to make it through four
years in school, majoring in Sociology and Entrepreneurial Leadership, hoping to give back
to her community all that Tufts has been able
to instill her with.” (Laughing) That’s how my
profile would be.

Cause like, they always ask you to write the
like, thank you emails, like, the letters to the
donors every year? And I mean I feed into that
like it’s nobody’s business. Because I’m like, you
know what, they ask me this once a year; you
did give me money, these are facts, thank you,
all that stuff. But at the same time I like, like
to just (laughs) overdo it. Like, overdo it more
than I would normally? Like make it more of a
sobstory?

We just went on a rant! We talked about physical Mhm.
theatre for an hour. It’s okay, it’s gonna be great.

(Gasp) Yay! (whispering) You’re wonderful. Okay.
Great. (Scrolling on Amanda’s computer) Oh I hate
these funky new ones where going like this makes it
go up. Um. It always throws me off. Okay! So. Before we begin. Basically – or, we have begun, but.
Basically what happen, uh, in these interviews is I,
um, we talk for like however long, um, and then I’ll
transcribe it and then we make something out of it.

(effecting pompous voice) Of my “named scholarship”

Oo!
Uh, so… and she like, asked me a certain set
of questions to send to my donor

And you can either be involved in the making of it, if Yes
you want to, I’d love it, if you would be.

(Laughs)
When she was interviewing me, it was like she
wanted to make it into a sobstory. And I was
like, “This is awkward! Like, okay, yeah, I un-

Hahah “urban-dwelling.”
Public-school -having, poor – again - person.
Woman.
Mm.
Women.
How far you’ve come, Amanda Yepez. (Laughs)
I’ve come so far! From the mean streets of East
Harlem. Which a lot of people like if I call it “Spanish Harlem,” because it sounds more minoritysounding, which I find hilarious.
(Laughs)
But, yeah, whatever, Spanish Harlem, I’m from
there.
Um – so then, okay. So. Profile yourself, now.
Okay. See, (laughs) this is the hard part. I mean,
everything they think I am, I am.
Right.
So it’s like, you’re not lying, when you say these
things, it’s just like, it makes it seems so harsh.
Like, okay, yeah, I’ve grown up broke, but I’ve had
food every day, a lot of it, like, I’ve never gone hungry, I’ve always lived in a place, somewhere, like.
I don’t know. I’d be more toned down. I’d be like,
you know – and I represent, too! Like, I represent
for low-income, public school, people. In general.
Before I would say like public school, Latino stuff.
But it wasn’t until I came to Tufts I realized, “Oh,”
you know, “other people can be broke, too! Not
just, like, Latinos and black people,” like I’ve always
thought my whole life. So. My profile would be,
“Low-income, Hispanic woman, Latino woman,
from New York City, who now goes to Tufts.” That’s
it! That’s all you need to know!

(Laughs)
Like, there are so many other facets but that’s
not, like, a lot of it made me who I was, yeah,
but it’s like, I’m in a different place now, so it’s
like completely different – like I’m on the other
end of the stick now. So I have all these opportunities and resources now that I can’t – I’m not
in the same position I was in four years ago. I
didn’t have any of these things four years ago.
I’m still broke. Yeah, facts. (Laughing) But I’m
like, I’m broke with an education now. Yeah. Different person. My profile would be very simple
– oh I like to dance! That’d be in my profile. I
forget about these fun things! Um, I dance, I play

softball…

Haha “Breakfast Time.”

Really? You play softball?
Yeah, not for real. Intramural.

(Looks around) None of them are here,
good. They took it a little too seriously, but
– you know, you know Garrett Gilmore?

Ah! Right on.

Yeah!

Team Chimichurri, like the sauce?

He was on the team.

Yeah. I mean, I just realized I like, don’t do much.
Like, I just spend most of my time dancing, like, I
just realized this.

(Laughs) I like it.

Aw!

You dance a lot, though.

Yeah it’s a great team! We almost won the championship this year.

He was one of the ones I actually enjoyed.
(Laughs)

I dance a LOT, yes. But really I don’t do anything
else, but I am a frequent supporter. So I go to everything.

But some of them were just way to serious,

That’s good!

(Laughs)
We lost in the championship by a point.
Aw!
A point, bases loaded,
like, typical baseball,
like, nailbiting ending. Agh! It was great.
So awesome.
And the other team
was ind of, like, cocky.
They were called
“Breakfast Time.”

it was hilarious. I was like, “Guys it’s intramural
softball, like, we, like, throw the ball underhand,
like, stoooop.”
That’s awesome though.

I love it. I do Relay for Life. I will
go to your show, I will go to your
play. I will go to this, I will go to
that – I’ve actually gone to sporting events, this year.
Really?!
I’ve gone to like, three basketball
games this semester alone.

Ooo I’ve never been to one of those.

Yeah!

Ohmygod they’re so cool.

Okay.

Where are they, do they happen in the gym?

“Where is your home at Tufts?” Oh I like that
question!

Yeah they’re in Jackson. They don’t have home
matches very often.
Oh.
I think I went to –

Wow. I… can’t claim that.

Is it a large team?

Fan the fire!

No. No. Yeah.

I went to…. a fencing match. And I
think that’s it.

Okay ‘cause I’ll see them sometimes, I’ll go into
Jackson and they’ll be near the water fountain,
and they have their gear on and I’ll be like,
“Ohmygod that’s so cool.”
(Laughs) Um... Cool. Okay this is a good start.
I dance. That’s all I do.
Okay so here’s another thing, so for like, every person I like, want to incorporate – so like, dance is
like, your expression, and like – like I was telling
Jonny, physical theatre is his expression…
Mhm.
Comics are my expression, and this viewbook is
part of like, what I do, and emphasizing what I
do. But what I want is like, how do we incorporate
dance into this profile?
(Gasp) That’s a good question.
That’s my question. So think about that, while we
do this interview. And like, if you have any ideas,
just shoot them my way. I don’t know – it’s difficult, again, because it’s such a physical thing… but
that’s, like, something we could work with, I think.
Right? I’m so excited.
Okay. Ummm, so I just – do you want to look at
the list, or, or…

Okay.
Because, um, like from freshman year I always felt
uncomfortable calling this place my home, and
like, (uncomfortable sound). So people would
be like, “Oh, I’m going home!” and I’d be like,
“Where?” “Oh I’m going to my room!” “Oh you’re
going to your room, okay, that’s what I thought
you said.”
(Laughs)
And like, whenever like I was going back I was
like, “I’m going to my room, guys!” never like,
“I’m going home.” Like when I was going home I
was going like, home home. Like family. Until this
year. I live in the Latino culture house.
It’s awesome. It’s called La Casa.
Yeah, yeah.
La Casa Latina. It’s also called “Miln House;” I
don’t know why.
(kind of grossed out) “Miln”?

it. But this year it just happened that we are all
Latino, minus, like, MJ. But even MJ’s Haitian,
so it’s like, she’s still Caribbean.
Yeah.
Um. I don’t know if it has to do with that, but
it’s like just such a great… group dynamic?
And then on top of that it’s like the first time
I’ve lived in like a house. Like, it’s technically
still campus housing, like, they still come and,
like clean.
That’s nice.
Yeah but it’s a house! House! But um, I don’t
know what’s different, but I one time I was just
like, “Oh guys I’m going – ” and I caught myself, but ahhh! I kind of like it – I caught myself going, “Okay guys I’m going home now!”
and then people were like, “”What?” and I was
like, “I’m going home! You know, La Casa?”
and they were like, “Oh, I thought you meant
New York!” and I was like, “No! I mean La
Casa!” (Laughs) And it’s just like, such a great
group of people. It’s so beautiful. Like, we just
get along so well it blows mind, it really blows
my mind. I mean granted, we quarrel, over
things like the dishes.
Ermmm.

“Miln.” Right? It just has a nasty taste to it! It’s like,
“Why are we called that?”

Although (laughing) one of our housemates
is in a frat, so he makes his pledges do our
dishes, sometimes! So they came yesterday! It
was hilarious.

It makes your mouth, like…

Oh, that’s awful and wonderful at same time.

Do this weird pucker! “Milllnnnn.”

It’s, it’s horrible. But then I was like “Psh! Dishes…” (Laughs) Whatever.

“Millln.” (Laughs)
(Laughs) That’s fun.
But, um, it wasn’t until this year. And I don’t know
what it has t do with it, because like, the Latino
culture house is open to everyone, like, anyone
can live there, and you just have to show an interest in like, Latino culture, and like, like Latino
issues and stuff like that. And like, getting to know

Hahaha “This is bad, right? No…”
Yeah, so.
That’s funny.
It’s just like, and it’s the friends ho make it. Because I’ve always kind of made it, like, a mission to not live with my friends, cause like, I

hang out with you… I don’t really want to live
with you.
Right.
And that can turn bad really fast.
True. That’s true.
And that’s why I was really afriad of like, applying to the culture house, too. I was like, ugh,
like I know a lot of people will be living there,
a lot of them are my really close friends… like,
this could be bad. Bad news bears. And it ended up being so fricking fabulous, that like, I’m
so sad to leave!
Ughhhh
Leave, as in, like, complete the year. That
doesn’t necessarily mean the g-word.
Okay.
It just means completing the year. I’m upset to
move out, period.
Right.
Like, winter break I went through like, withdrawal. Like it was that serious. Like I Skyped
with them the night I got home.
Mhm.
And like, a lot of them were still there. I Skyped
with them for like an hour anad a half and literally they just ut the computer like I was sitting
there.

I miss about on-campus housing!
Mhm
Is that, like, you don’t have to pay for heat! And
now we’re out of oil, on both my floors, and I
manage the oil companies so I have to call oil
company, so it’s like, oh my gaaaawwd.
Oh no!
Oil!
Before winter break our house was like, really cold. And I called my mom, my mom was
so upset! She was like, “Amanda, what are we
paying all this money for!” and by money she
means like, “What are they using all this money they gave you for?”
(Laughs)
“If you’re not gonna have heat, you gotta call,
you gotta complain…” My mom is very, like,
she has no shame in her game. So she will
complain about anything. Like, don’t get her
started.
(Laughs)
Don’t get her started. Like, I’m afraid of her.
Don’t get in an argument with her. So I was
like, “Okay okay okay, I’ll call.” And then after winter break and like, we put up the heat
again, and it was warm! So, I never had to
complain!
Yesss

Right, right (laughs).

I hate complaining, I hate being that person!
Unless I need to, then I will be.

It was hilarious.

It’s a good way to be.

That’s funny! That’s cool though.

No, I – But I try to avoid it as much as possible. Just confrontation. It makes me – eeihh.
It makes me shiver. Then you also have to like,
think of a comeback in your head, so it’s like,
requires too much thinking! (Laughs) Let’s see
what else. Mmm…I have felt unsafe at Tufts!

I just love them so much. They’re great people.
And it’s just like, open – not open, but like, a lot
of people, like, come over and like – half the – I
don’t leave my house on the weekends, practically. Like, I don’t like going out anymore. But I
like inviting people over.
Yeah.
People are always at our house. It’s just great.
Ah! I love it. “Ah! I love it.” Don’t want to leave.
Ugh, don’t.
So that’s my home.
That’s a good answer.
It’s beautiful. We have good heat. (Laughs)
I know, that’s one thing, that’s the one thing that

Yeah.
And a lot of people like, think I’m stupid for
saying that. And they’re like (high-pitched
voice) “Oh, you live in the city; that’s so dangerous!” And I’m like, no, see that’s the thing.
(whispering) It’s just quiet here! And it’s dark.
Oh my god you should have seen me freshman year, cause like, I think I was just hanging out with, like you know those friends who

that I’ve ever been in, you know? It was beautiful!

Well in New York they like, shine lights on the buildings, at night.

Mhm! I said that to some people.

No, yeah, and it’s just like, I feel like there should be lights, like, everywhere.

For a really long time. like, people were angry – like, justly angry! – for a really
long time.

(Laughs)

Yeah, justly angry!

And not like, blinding lights, but like – the fact that I walk past a lightpost
and it goes off? Like, that doesn’t make any sense.

And fought really hard, for a really long time. And we kind of grew up with –
ha, “grew up,” (Laughs)

(Laughing) Garrett – Garrett talked about that in his interview too!

(Laughs)

We’re the same person. I really want to be his friend, but don’t tell him.

When we were freshmen, that was there.

Oh my god, no, everyone feels that way about Garrett.

Mhm.

Okay good! He was at our ALAS meeting last night – the Association of
Latin American Students – um, because we were talking about the “No
one here is racist” op-ed.

So we were aware of “Oh at Tufts, nobody talks about race. At Tufts… lalala.”
So I think we… were allowed to not be phased by that, and just be like, “Oh, if
this is how it is, then we’re just going to do things.”

(makes face)

Yeah.

Right?!

And I think that… eh… that we may have made a little progress, actually.

He – I’m so upset! I helped edit that article, the response, and it wasn’t in the
Daily and it won’t be in on Friday because they don’t do op-eds on Friday
so it’s gonna wait a whole –

No we have!

Yeah yeah yeah yeah yeah.

Especially in like the younger classes.

Gonna have to wait all spring break! He sent it in, though; it’s gonna go in,
right?

Yeah, yeah! And it’s like, pretty fucked up that like it took so long, but like,
now…

Garrett?

Yeah this junior class like Tobias, Jameelah, Brianna… they’ve been making
moves, it’s like, the sophomore class is a great class of intellectuals, the freshmen – we were talking to a freshman yesterday who was like, a little like,
disheartened by the discussion… not disheartened but like, I mean they’re
freshmen, this is the first like big race thing they’ve had to encounter so far?

Is it going to, do you know?
I don’t know, ‘cause last night we were going to, um, it was like, a lot of
Occupiers were there – um, Occupiers, PAA, and Asian-American Alliance. And then, like, whoever else, we just told the world, like, we were
gonna talk about it. It was one of the most tame, productive discussions
I’ve ever had at Tufts – I updated my Facebook status after it.
I saw that! I was heartened by that.

When?
Just like, walking. Like, mostly just walking
the streets at night. I don’t know why, but this
place scares me more than like, home.

better. Like, even on like these little streets, like, behind Carmichael and
those side streets, like, immediately off it where a lot of people live, like
even like – I feel like it’s not even very well lit. You know, there’s not like,
lights and stuff.

you’re not really friends with any more because you
met them in orientation week?
Yep! Yep. Back when like everyone is like, best friends
with you?
Yeah, yeah! So we were just hanging out and I was
like, “Oh my god. It is so dark.”
(Laughs)
And people were like, looking at e like I was crazy.
But it was like, I don’t know. Especially like, cause
I don’t go off campus much late at night, I know

It was beautiful. I mean I’ve been going here – ha, “I’ve been going here
for a long time” – we’ve been going here for a while and it’s like, there’s
always like, that one or two a year like big racial-centered things?
Yeah.
That like, blow up. And like, this would be one of them, I would classify
it is. But like in the past, it’s always been very, like, angry…? And like, I’m
cool with, like, sitting there and like, hearing you be angry, but there was
something so different about this one. That, and I’m so used to seeing the
same faces being angry and talking about it and trying to “fix” things all
the time, you know?

Yeah I feel like, I feel like, the past four years – so like, our year, the way our
year talks about race especially, was primed by a lot of really angry people

In, in four years. Which is cool!

Yeah.
And she’s like, from Puerto Rico, so she’s like, an international student on
top of that?
Oh boy.
So she’s just like, “Is this how it is?” and all this stuff and like, but like, we
had to, like, me and Lisnerva and other seniors had to explain to her, like,
you know, “This… sucks. Period. But like, let’s show you what would have
happened if we were freshman. If we were freshman.” And we just need to
show her the progress. And like, Lisnerva was saying just like, now it’s up to
you guys! Cause we’re graduating.
Yeah.
Like as much as this matters to us, we’re graduating. So it’s like, trying to
instill –

Yeah.

And we all know that Tufts is “not the real world”!

This time it was like, with Tufts Occupiers, and a whole bunch of other
people, it was just like, the most, like, diverse meeting about this topic

Yeah.

And so…

And like, (in dramatic voice) kill people.

they expect you to be outside, waiting for them?

Safety alerts, yeah. They scare the bejeesus outta me.

Yeah. But it was just such a productive conversation! Everyone shared their interactions, it was nice to see, like, other types of
people. Supporting something.

(Laughs)

Yeah.

Like, they don’t teach it to you outright, but like,
the whole point behind it –

Which I don’t think is very safe!

That happened – you know the girl got assaulted right across the street from
my house.

Yeah.

If you need to terminate the threat, you can.

Publicly, I should say. Because you know, we
don’t have many people who are not in ALAS
come to the Latino center. We don’t. So it was
like, to see all those people 1) in the Latino
center and 2) to talk about that, it was just
– it was moving. It was nice. It was genuine,
genuine support. It was beautiful. (Pause) I
don’t even know what the question was. Oh
yeah, so sometimes I feel unsafe at Tufts!

Yeah! Like the whole point behind it is to like,
hurt someone enough to get away.

(Laughs) Oh yeah, the light thing! We went
from the light thing to Garrett.

So, I mean like, worst comes to worst, we know
some moves that like – actually, we haven’t
learned them yet

The light thing, and also I think the blue light
system is a little faulty. ‘Cause like, you’re
supposed to see one blue light from the other
one!

Right.
Not like, once they’re down, like, keep kicking
them.
Right.

(Laughs)

That’s not true of all of them!

But we have simulation, we have simulation
coming up in like, two weeks, and they didn’t
want to teach us the moves before that because
they didn’t want people using it in simulation and
really hurting someone.

No.

Oh. Hahaha

And even some TUPD officers admit that.
‘Cause like, two of them are my RAD professors, and they bring it up because – Rape
Aggression Defense, right

Isn’t that crazy?

Yeah.

Right right right
So we’re thinking about these things.
How is that class? I wanted to take that class.
It is so good. I’m in Advanced RAD now, they
teach you how to like, disarm, like, people
Shit.

That’s awesome! That’s awesome. That’s awesome.
I know how to break someone’s neck!
Shiiit!
Not that I’m going to use it, any time, but. But yes
I do feel unsafe sometimes.
Mmm.
That, and TUPD is a give and take. I love TUPD,
I’ve gotten to know some of it’s officers very well,
but… sometimes they take a long time. that and

(Laughs)
Like, obviously I’m calling you for a reason. I don’t
feel safe being outside or walking home by myself,
obviously; that’s why I’m calling the escort service.
And sometimes, sometimes they come right away.
Right.
But sometimes I’ve waited like 45 minutes for an escort, and they expect you to wait outside…
Yeah.
It’s not like, and one time I waited outside, in South,
to go back to Houston, and the guy like, called me,
and he was like, “Your supposed to be outside, blah
blah blah” and I was like, first of all, I didn’t know.
Second of all, that doesn’t make any sense, to me!
Yeah, no, that doesn’t make sense.
So their escort service gets a lot of complaints. That
and sometimes they judge you! When it’s like, more
than one person?
I’ve heard that! If you’re like, not in a group.
Yeah.
Or if you’re in a group, they’ll get mad.
Cause they’re all like, “Safety in numbers, bleehh!”
And it’s like, “We understand, but still.”
Right.
One gun, we’re all like, “Sorry! You can have whatever you want!” But. Then all the – what’s that
called? Alerts?
Safety alerts

Shut up.
Like, I woke up to her screaming, and I like went out on the porch to look
and I was like, oh okay there are a lot of other people there so it’s probably
– it’s good.
Shut. Up.
But yeah I didn’t know what was going on. At first I was like, “Drunk kids!”
but then I was like, “Wait… know… that’s not a good sound.” And then I
went online and I saw the email and was like, “Oh, shit! There’s an assailant… right down the street.”
I was walking home with two of my housemates, from I don’t know
where. I think we were coming from Moe’s actually. Something. But um,
a TUPD car turns the corner and like, flashes its lights, and like, I didn’t
know what to think of it, and no one else did, so I was like, “Oh, whatever.” In my head I was like, “Oh, maybe Officer Smith was in the car, maybe
that was his way of saying ‘hi’” I don’t know. So I keep walking and my
housemate’s like, “Yo, I think they’re looking for somebody!” and I’m like
“No!” Next thing you know, like, a couple hours later we got the safety
alert that’s like, it was like right on like, Conwell or something. Which is
like, if you think about it like, right by my house.
Ughhhhhhhhhh
And like we were in the streets when something happened. Like the time
was the exact same time. It’s crazy! It’s just like, I love being a part of the
community, but like, it’s a little shady, sometimes – That, and I have a
friend – my friend Mark is the president of ZBT, or, not anymore, I’m not
sure how the system works.
Yeah.
And like, it was TDC after party. And these townies tried to get in. And
he was like, “No.” And they just like, started – like, he had to get his nose
put back in place, because they just like, started beating him up right on
the porch!
Ahhhhh
Like, that’s scary! I’m just thinking in my head, like. Granted all these
people are drunk. But like, all these people are around and he still got
beat up by these townies? On his front porch?
Yeah that’s weird.
Yeah it’s things like that that make me go “ughh.” But I guess compared to,
like, the “real world.” Which Tufts “isn’t.”
(Messing with computer) Ah! What did I do?!
Oh I have it set up to do weird things with the corners. It makes everyone
upset except me.
That’s… Okay.
(Laughs) Um, I kind of already answered what is the worst thing about
Tufts…Race, issues, if you call it that.
Yes.

We just don’t take the right approach! And like, even now, with the ISIP,
what is it, the “Internal…”
I don’t know it’s got some kind of long name.
Something with “Identity”… something about identity and social, things.
But like I don’t know these like, back road ways of addressing an issue is
just like, like very upsetting. Like, to know that the administration isnt like,
trying their 100% all the time, is just like, like ‘cause with Africana Studies, I feel like this ISIP thing is almost like, a cover up? Like to kind of like,
distract or make people forget that they’re working on it, you know? It’s just
like, “Oh, but now we have this thing that encompasses everyone, not just
Africana Studies!” and it’s like – it’s great. Great steps, but like, at the same
time you’re like, avoiding our issue right now. I don’t know. There are a lot
of these things. And like, they have the new diversity council that came out
of that, like, Monnaco’s the chair of, or whatever. And there’s three students
on it. Um, I just… how do they go about picking the students? I mean, and
in my head I’m like “Amanda you’re graduating, stop putting your, like, mess
in everybody’s business.” But, like, how did you choose these students? I’m
confused.
Yeah.
I’m confused. So Tufts… Tufts administration isn’t the most… progressive,
revolutionary thing that I thought it would be, considering this is Tufts. And
that’s what I thought Tufts was, when I came in. Like this place that’s like,
“Yeah! Moving forward!”
Yeah.
I was just talking to this kid in my class before coming here! Um. Cause he
came to Tufts thinking, like, “Oh Tufts is very accepting, you know, like,
‘Gays! Yay!’”
(Laughs)
But like, underneath all that, like, brochure stuff, yeah it’s a little more than
that! It’s like, I was just – (Laughs) I have all these little segues –
No, it’s great!
I was just sitting like, outside the Africana Center
Yeah
Like, two days ago. Like, they have grass outside their thing and we were
just sitting there, like, me and a couple of friends, doing homework, which
means just talking…
(Laughs)
And someone passed by and like, it’s like a little inside joke between anyone
of like – not anyone of color, because obviously not everyone of color is
included in this “people of color” community, but someone walked by and
was like, “Well doesn’t this look like a little brochure picture!” And we were
like, “Duh!” Cause we had like, you know, the like blatantly Latino looking
girl, there were like three black girls, and then there was me, who can swing
like so many different ways sometimes, it’s ridiculous.
Ha!
But then it’s like, and one time I was standing outside the Africana Center –
MJ told this story.
Ohmygod, right?!

Yeah, yeah. “Diversity at Tufts?” Yeah. I found
it online yesterday, I’m gonna put it in the
viewbook. If it’s okay with you.

You should probably check that out. They’ll
send you an email.

It’s hilarious! Our friend Sarah was there, and
she was like, “Is that girl taking pictures?”
And then we look and we’re like, “This chick
is taking pictures!” And we’re like, I’m sure
no one takes pictures of the Africana Center, what’s going on? Especially with all of us
standing outside it. We were, like, a pretty
rainbow. You know? It was me, MJ, who is
all types of racially ambiguous as well, Sarah,
who’s blatantly a black woman, and somebody else, I forget who else. And everybody
was like, “What is going on?” Come to find
the next friggin day, in the op-ed, addressing diversity at Tufts, there was our friggin
picture! (Laughing) I was dying! Because we
guessed it, we guessed it, and we were like,
watch us come up in something. Watch. And
the next day – we didn’t just show up somewhere, we showed up on “Addressing Diversity at Tufts.” Cha-ching! We won. Like, we
guessed that right on the head. It was crazy!
But, I don’t even know what my point was.

They’ll send you a reminder, yeah. Okay, so
like, Tufts displays itself – I did like the Telescope program, a.k.a. Voices, but like, in the
fall, when it wasn’t cool, because everyone
came in the spring when everyone was accepted and everyone knows each other – I’m
not hating.

Um, the way Tufts is portrayed…

Right.

Versus what it is.

I mean, I guess, if Tori doesn’t show up. I’m
here until senior dinner, so.

And I don’t – I’m not one to say they don’t.
But: it is not what I hoped it would be. When
it comes to things like issues surrounding
racism, or bias incidents of sorts, or when it
comes to, like me coming here and thinking
it was super diverse and being like, “Oh my
god! There’s a lot of white people…” Which
like, okay, that’s cool, a of higher education
places are like this, I can accept that. But then
it’s like on top of that, it’s not very socioeconomically diverse, at all. It’s even worse in
that arena than it is racially and ethnically.
So just –

Holla!

And now we’re not even need-blind.

Right. (Cory Faragon says hi) Hi! I’m doing
interviews right now.
>>Oh! Sorry.
That’s okay.
>> Can I still do the interview?

Are you doing senior dinner tonight?
No I did the last one, it was awesome.
>>I forgot when I signed up, I should probably check that out.

Ha!
But, um. And it’s like, just the way that they
paint it – they paint it as such a diverse place,
and not just racially and ethnically but, like,
socioeconomically, intellectually…
Haha (in pompous academic voice) “Intellectually diverse, yes.”
Or religion-wise. Like, all these things, and
I was like, “Oh my god, this place has everything!” Um. And like, they were just very
open and accepting of just difference.

It makes me so upset. And now – Dan Grayson was talking about this in our senior dinner, he was our senior dinner…
I heard! I was like, “Props to you, Dan.” Yeah.

It was so – he gave such a good little speil!
He’s a good guy.
Um, ‘cause he was like, you know, pushing the whole
“give back after you graduate” angle
I initially was afraid, when he found out I was doing
this project he would like, disown me. But he was like,
“Oh, it sounds really good” and I was like “Really?”
He keeps it real. I like him.
Anyway. Yay Dan! He’s gonna read this eventually.
Yay Dan! Get it Dan Grayson. Um, and he remembered my name!
Hahahaha! Yay.

of places.

Um, but it’s even less socioeconomically diverse.
When it comes to people’s view, people are – people
think differently, but like, after sifting through all
these like, different thinkings, like everyone thinks
the same. Like they’re – I could put them in clusters.

Okay well tell me, just tell me – sorry. Not to, I don’t want to, sorry. Tell me
your clusters of Tufts students.
Well too geographically, Tufts is (affected voice) “We have people from all
50 states, plus this.” But when I talk to people it’s like, (valley girl accent)
“I’m from California!”

And like, doesn’t wear shoes every now and then…um, they are on Wilderness Staff, usually…they do these weird things in like the dining halls where
they ask each other out to prom, they’re not afraid to embarrass themselves,
um, they go to the Loj like, every day…
(Laughs)

Oh oh oh can we answer, can we answer, um… (makes
weird noise) number three?

Hahah that’s a pretty good accent!

Um, they like, get organic food because they like, you know, think it’s cool.
Um. Those are the wilderness kids. They’re… they’re different. They’re different.

Oh a “typical Tufts student…”!

Or “Uh, I’m from Texas,”

(Laughs)

Yeah.

Hahah!

Tufts Wilderness, Tufts Mountain Club, people.

Depends which one you want me to describe!

Right.

Well maybe there are more. So lay it, lay it down!

Or… not even Florida, I don’t know anyone from Florida! Or, “I’m from
New York.” “Oh, where in New York?” “I mean, I’m like, right outside
New York.”

Laying it down.

(Laughs)

Okay. I love, I love how people answer this question. I
love it. (Laughing) Lorrayne Shen

Or people are like, “I’m from Boston!” “Oh where?” “I’m from the greater
Boston area!”

Oh my god, Lorrayne!

(Cracking up) I did an interview where a kid was like, “I’m from the New
York area, you know, like, Connecticut” (Laughing)

Basically described me and then was like, “Shit!” We
were both totally laughing. She was like, “You know,
like, brunette, they’re like…” The only thing was that
I was from L.A. and not, like, Westchester County!
(Laughs)

Yeah like, “Oh yeah I’m from right outside New York, you know, like,
Stamford. Connecticut? You know? Like 45 minutes? On the train?” Ha
and you’re like, “Yeah.” So, geographically… that or they’re international
of sorts.

Oh yeah everyone’s either from… here are the clusers

Yeah.
Those are the clusters. And internationals are just international.
Yeah.
And then like, everyone’s either blonde or brunette. We don’t – we don’t
have many redheads. We don’t. Select few.
Well, to be fair, neither does the world.
Neither does the world, these are facts. Statistically, the same. In ratios.
But, you have those people – Ooohhh! Tufts Wilderness People (Laughs).
That’s one student. You know, the one who like, you know, walks on that
rope that they tie on the trees, and climbs trees…
(Laughs)

Who I think are the same people. Then you have the, like, “I’m from a cool,
like, city, but I’m like, posh” Tufts people, the ones who like, sit on the lawn
and like – I actually saw someone have a picnic on the lawn one time.
Hahahaaha
Not just like, a regular picnic, but like, they had teacups, they had a – they
had a, what are those things called, crumpets?
(Cracking up) I think I’ve done that! Hahaha. Yeah. Yeah yeah.
It’s beautiful, it’s cute, but it happens way too often, way more often than I
thought it would.
It’s silly.
The first time I saw it I was like, “Oh, that is different. I want to do that.” But
then I realize it, people do it on a regular occurrence, yeah. And then like
there are those people who like – ooh! Those Tufts student who like, refuse
to believe it’s winter. Who like, they like just wear like, or like refuse to believe that, like, the weather changes. Like, if it’s raining outside, I expect you
to have an umbrella. Like, I don’t know I’ve never seen people who did not
believe in umbrellas, before coming here! Like my mom would kill me if I
didn’t have an umbrella when it was raining. Yet people are walking around
in these jackets – and I’m like, “That’s not an umbrella.”
Hahahaha
It’s just not – ohh here’s another one! I’m sorry this is just like, this is typical,
Northeastern – this is a girl; this doesn’t apply to boys. I realize a lot of this
applies to girls, because – oh we’ll get to, we’ll get to the boys.

Ha!

But I don’t see anybody blaming them for
self-segregation!

But the, like, Ugg-wearing, skinny-jeans-in-theUgg, ten bucks says they have a black Northface
fleece… ten bucks says they also wear a headband,
and their hair sometimes in a sloppy ponytail, and
ten bucks they also have a Longchamps bag to go
with it.

(Laughs)

HA! Oh, that’s kind of too good.
It’s it’s perfection. It’s perfection. Like, I’ve been
studying this for a while. It’s perfection.

I have no clue! But then you have the jocks,
who – I feel like everyone here plays a sport!
I don’t know why I feel that way. They play a
sport or an instrument of sorts.

Ohhh my goodness okay.

A sport or an instrument.

There’s not too many, like, types of guys. Guys are
different. Guys are either like, a jock, a frat boy, a
jock and a frat boy – which means you don’t wear
jeans because you think it’s perfectly excusable because you play a sport to wear sweatpants or basketball shorts all the time, and some shirt that says
something related to a sport.

Mhm.

Tufts Lacrosse.
Yeah, you know? “Tufts Athletics.” Um, ten bucks
says they have drove or have driven in a truck of
sorts?
(Laughs)
While blasting specifically hip-hop or rap music.
Yes!
Or, the other trend is country.
Ooo, country. Haven’t seen that.
123? When they have those “let’s sit on the porch,
we’re bros, it’s hot outside” moments? They blast
country.
Country rock?
No, country.
Like… like banjos?
Yes.
That is unexpected.
Yes it is, and it annoys me. But, I mean, that’s also
personal preference in music tied into that. I mean,
it annoys me that they blast music, period. What
other types of Tufts stuents are there? There… there
are the people who just do sports. Like, the trackies.
That they have their own area in the dining halls,
uh, you feel like you only see them with their sport
– rightfully so, I mean they spend a lot of friggin’
time together.
Right.

Anyways, um. But I love them.
“Why are all the swimmers sitting together in
the cafeteria?”

I – okay. That’s fair.
You know, guitar, ukulele… I’ve met a lot of
ukulele players!
There are a lot of ukulele players at Tufts!
It blows my mind.
I specifically don’t play ukulele for that reason
I think.
I mean I’m not gonna lie, it’s kinda cool, I
kinda want to play!
It is really cool! I play the banjo, so.
Yeah and the other, like, students just – drift.
And then there’s those students who stand
out as like… almost like “activist” of sorts.
I think – may I?
Yes.
I think we have two types of quote “activists”
unquote. We have the “active citizenship” activists…
Oh, that’s different.
Right?
And then we have the people who would
identify as like, “Leftist activists”

described say hi to her)

and Hyomi, so I can’t not go.

with me, as opposed to Tufts, as an institution…

Hi!

Oohh which name are you going to choose?

Yeah.

>>Oh sorry are we interrupting?

Sigourney. Come on.

No it’s cool it’s her project!

Yeah. Sigourney’s also a director, I didn’t know that until today.

I, like, I came into school knowing a certain type of profile of a person. Um,
‘cause that’s like, all I grew up with, that’s all I knew. So I was like, “Oh, okay,
I’ll go with this.”

Yeah no it’s just an interview this isn’t for like, a
job or anything. Not a high-pressure situation.

Yeah, no, she’s been working on it for a long time.

So it kind of like, when you –

They’ve been working on it all year.

So I knew Hispanics and blacks. And we were all broke, so it wasn’t a big
deal. And… we all went to the same schools. We all knew each other’s business. Like, I just knew that type of person. That’s all I knew. So then I came
here and I was like, “Oh crap. My roommate’s from Ohio!” Like –

Okay, I like your bags! (they leave) Longchamps.
Spotted.
(Laughs) So funny!
NO but they you have your active citizenship
activists – I don’t want to name names, so I’ll
just keep quiet –
Fine. You can name names and I’ll just strike
them from the record, if you want.
Ooo! Okay lemme think. Um… this is harder
than I thought. It’s all the people who use the
term “active citizenship.”
Right.
Like, the real active citizens don’t use the term
“active citizenship.” That – people just throw
that term around like it’s so easy! It’s just like,
“Guys, come on, we go to Tufts, like, we’re active
citizens…”
(Laughs)
“We volunteer once a week at that school, you
know? We’re active citizens.” It’s like, people.
Stop. Yeah but everyone else just floats. You
know? There are those select people who like,
stand out because they have awesome talent of
sorts, maybe? Like, “Oh my god, you’re the girl
from that!” or, “Oh my god!” – like we all have,
like the people in bands. Like we have – what’s
that one? The Seoul one?
“Symphony of Seoul”?
Yeah that one they’re sooo good!
Hyomi’s band! Housemate. Housemate. Pride.
Shoutout! Also director of LUX. Word.

Mhm.

When is LUX?

So like, you know, Tobias and Jameelah and
Garrett, to an extent, and Kate Perino, with
Occupy, and all these different

Also a tae kwon do baller!

Oh I like her, I met her, yesterday.

She’s just fucking badass. Hyomi Carty: badass.
I wish I were profiling her but she doesn’t have
time. She lives in my house, and I never see her!

Right? She’s great. She’s great. She did an interview.

Hyomiiiiii. LUX is April 12, Thursday. Tickets
are on sale!

(three girls dressed almost exactly as Amanda

I have to go! I have to go because it’s Sigourney

Yeah.
I’ve never seen it this… I’ve never, like, maybe I’ve never paid attention,
but I’ve never noticed how much work goes in.
No, it’s like a big project.
Yeah I’m going for the first time. I’m so excited!
Yeah, it’s cool. It’s kinda cute. It’s like – like, she wouldn’t like it if I called it
cute, but you know, it’s like, “That’s nice.”
(Laughs) I think I’ve covered a good amount… and then there’re those
people, I don’t know why they’re a separate group of people, but those
people who play Frisbee.
Haha! It’s not Frisbee, it’s “disc golf.” Amanda. Disc golf.
Really?
Yeah they get mad if you call it “Frisbee,” it’s disc; you have to call it disc.

Oh yeah! I forgot.
Yaaay I just saw her earlier! But like, I came here and I never – every time I
say it, it sounds weird, so I can only imagine how some people take it when
I say it – I have never encountered so many white people in my life. Ever.
Yeah.
Ever! (Laughing) Ever. Like even living in New York City, like obviously I
passed them in the streets and stuff while walking to school, but I’ve never had to like, share a space. Like, manditorial – (Laughs) I was gonna say
“mandatorially” – share a space with that much people. So it just shocked the
shit outta me. And, like, and I came in here being upset with other people,
because I was like “How could you be so close-minded about like, people of
color” – specifically Hispanics – but um
Wait wait wait so like, what instances of that?

I didn’t know that, actually. But, um.

I was just amazed that like, people didn’t want to get to know other people
who were different form them!

It’s Frisbee though.

Yeah. Okay.

Maybe it’s just me, because I don’t know anyone from before here that
like, besides like throwing it and sucking, like actually engages in Frisbee.
So maybe that’s just my personal point of view – and there’s so many of
them, and they take it so seriously. I mean that and our team is pretty
good. Um. But it’s like, it blows my mind. They’re like their own little
crew.

And then like, I got so upset!

(Laughs)
They walk around wearing orange jumpsuits, sometimes. It’s different. I,
I think I like it, but it’s different.
Mhm.
Like every time I see them I’m like, “Do I like this? I’m not sure.”
Hahaha
Okay, that’s all I can think of right now.
Those are good Typical Tufts Students. Um… yeah all this. Anything you
want.
Let’s see. Mmmm….
Oh also let me check to see if Tori emailed me.
Um… do I feel differently about Tufts now than I did at the start? That’s
a good question. Yes I do. Yes I – I don’t know if it’s… and it all had to do

Yeah.
But then I realized, I was doing the same exact thing, just the opposite way.
Like I honestly, I didn’t want to intentionally in my head, but I ended up
hanging out with groups of students of color, and things like that, and it
wasn’t until like, after freshman year, really, that I became like more accepting of getting – I don’t know like, I came in with my own prejudgements,
like I just got mad that other people had these prejudgements about like,
Hispanics or low-income students and this that and the other, and I was just
like, so upset! But then I realized, like, “Woah. Woah. I’m doing the exact
same thing. I have the same” – I mean, I don’t have the same prejudgements
but I have prejudgements, I judge people fully, based on what I think they
are. So when I first came into Tufts I was just like, “Ah! Ah! I don’t want to
hang out with anyone who’s not like me!” And so then I found that everyone
who looks like me, isn’t like me, and that’s also something I’d never experienced, because everyone at home looked like me – I mean, granted we
were all different shades, and we were aware of that, but everyone was broke.
Everyone went to the same school. So it’s like, whatever!
Right.
Everyone did the same exact thing, so it didn’t phase any of us. So then I
came here and I was like, “Oh my god, there are like” – this sounds weird,
but – “There are successful, well-off Latino and Black people in this world!
There are!”
(Laughs)

It sounds weird. Like, besides Opera. And like, looking back on it now
it seems so weird that I felt that way. But um, and so it took a while, and
like, my roommate really helped because she’s white from Ohio. Has a
dog, lives on a col-de-sac. You know?

people don’t know, and then they’re – they don’t want to know. Right? That’s
when it gets to be like, alright. No. that’s not ethical.

(Cracking up) “Has a dog and lives on a col-de-sac!” That’s awesome.

Yeah! Yeah, like, willful ignorance is another thing. But I think that’s kind
of a cool perspective to have is like, “Okay, fine, I’ll explain things.” Kind of
pat you on the head. You know, you know why? Because I feel like I came
in feeling like I didn’t know a lot of shit, and like, people have been really
kind to me

She’s like, completely different from me!
Yeah yeah.

Alright, you’re just ignorant.

And she really helped me as like a segue, almost, like, my own personal
segue into like, being more open, like with both myself and with getting
to know others.

Yeah!

Mhm.

Well, yeah. In my mind –

Because I didn’t like talking about anything about myself. And then I
got into Soc. And in Soc classes, like, I’d just get so upset having people
sit there, and like, people talk about all these things they learned, about
things, and I’m like, “Okay, it’s great that you learned it, hey, it’s my life,
can I talk?”

People were like, just like, I feel like people for me when I’d say something
that was like, super stupid, would be like, “No honey, that’s not… No.”

Right.
And like, I took it as an opportunity as like, to educate people. And then
from then on I’ve just been on this mission to just get to know as many
people as possible. Cause then Cornel West came to talk –
Mhm!
And he was like, “You have to be multicultural and multicontextual, if
you want to be an active citizen in this democracy.” And then I was like,
“Ohmygod, he’s so right!” Like I’ve been doing all the right things! Well,
after – not counting freshman year.
Whatever, no one did anything – another thing I’m learning from all these
interviews: no one did anything write freshman year! No one! no one did
anything right! It’s great.
Academically, or socially, or both!
Right! And you’re just like, “What was I thinking!? I wasn’t.”
Right and I came in here being like, down, and like, “Tufts doesn’t support me…” cause like, I was struggling academically, and all these things,
and like, (Laughing a little) socially I was awkward, so I was like, ohmygod. I’ve never said I hated this school cause I have never hated this
school. But I just – I felt a little uncomfortable, in many circles. That’s all. I
don’t know why or how my concept changed – I don’t know if it’s because
I started taking Sociology classes from that second semester freshman
year, but it’s like, I’ve come to learn that like, Tufts is the real world.
(Laughs)
And at home, like I’ve been stuck in this little bubble… that, and – I was
talking about this yesterday with my housemates! Like, I hadn’t noticed
this but I just realized, like, pertaining to myself and others, some people
are blatant and do things deliberately, but some people just don’t know.
That’s just the honest truth. Most people just don’t know. Just like I didn’t
know how to interact with white people. Like, I can’t blame them for not
knowing how to interact with me! Or my friends. Or my, like, social circle. So it’s like, some people just don’t…know. So I took it to mean, “Well
that just means I have to do something about it. I need to let you know.
And I want to ask you about yourself because I want to know.”
Good. The frustrating thing is when people don’t – I think, for me – when

In like, I’ve been able to learn a little bit, you know?

group, if you will, like, asking questions. This is what got me, a lot of
the time, is they were like, shut
down for not knowing.

that. In the past I feel like people
have gotten mad at that.

Right.

And it’s like, that’s what was also
so fucking great about this friggin
meeting. People were just so willing to be like, “Hey, this is what it is,
now you know, so now let’s do something about it.”

Heart! (draws heart on notebook) It
looks like a butt.

I mean that’s what you… right. I was
talking about this with my housemate
the other day, yesterday, and I was just
like, “If he – this could be a great opportunity for this kid.”

(Laughs) It looks like a butt!

Mhm.

BUTT. HEART.

Like

(Tori is here)

That’s hilarious.

Come sit, come sit. We’re just – this
is great. Nine more minutes?

We’re gonna put this in the viewbook. We’ll just scan it.

I work with him! At Ginn! I just
found that out!

>> Yeah no I was just gonna say I
could go upstairs and you could
just, like, get me.

Yes…

And I’m just like, “But they don’t
know!” Like, just let them ask the
question. Like, a girl yesterday,
she seemed very nervous to ask
this question, this white girl at our
meeting, a freshman. But she raised
her hand and she was like, “I read
the article, and, I mean… I wasn’t
very affected by it.” So, she honestly
asked, like “I just…”
“Why is everyone so angry?”

No yeah, anything that’s related to race, like at these past meetings when it
comes to like these outburts or something

Yeah. “Everyone keeps saying ‘hate,
hate’ ‘hate speech,’ this that and the
other… and I just want to know,
when writing this, was he hateful?”
Like, she just – and it was like, she’s
just asking an honest question.

Yeah?

Yeah.

It’s always been really angry when it like it wasn’t some part of the affected

And it’s like, you can’t get mad at

No yeah like these –
And that was nice!

Right.

Well all my, I can’t leave my stuff.
>> No I could just go upstairs and
then you could just, text me or
something.
Okay! Thank you! It won’t be very
long. I mean, unless – I don’t know
how long it will be.

It’s okay! No worries. Conversations exist! And sometimes longer
than an hour.

Buttheart. Anyway I’m sorry. Yeah.
What did they – but people were
like, nice, to her?

was right, but –

Ahhhh
I know! He’s so cool. Like I had such
weird feelings after I found out it was
him.
Yeah?

Yeah people were just like, willing
– like in the past I’ve just seen people be angry. And like, I mean, you
have a right to be angry; people
have a right to be angry.

Yeah.

Understabably, yeah.

Yeah. No.

But.. I realized that’s what made me
uncomfortable in most of those situations, so I was just like, “Ugh everyone’s so angry, it’s just like – but
some people just” – I had already
been through my, like, “but some
people just don’t know” phase.

And he like, sat down for coffee with
my housemate.

Ah
So I was like, why can’t you just,
like, I dunno. It’s our role to be an
educator. Just like it’s your role to
educate me, if I have questions. I
mean, it’s Tufts. This is a higher ed
institution, period. I would hope
that if I asked you a question, you
would answer it. In a respectful
manner. So that I can learn from
it. As opposed to screaming at
me, because I don’t learn anything
from screaming.
Yeah.
So it’s just like, the meeting was
just beautiful. Because everyone
was just answering questions and
being very like, calm and saying,
you know being very like, “Do you
get the point?” and like, people acknowledged that they could like,
they know where he came from,
and like, they understood the point
he was trying to make, but didn’t
quite make. Like, it doesn’t mean it

Were you like, “Oh no!” (Laughs)
He’s so nice he’s so cool! Ah!

Really?
Yeah she was just like, “Let’s get some
tea, I want to talk to you about this
article” and she sat down with him
was just like, “I want to know where
you’re coming from.”
Yeah.
And when he explained himself, I
think they both realized that what he
wrote wasn’t what he wanted to say,
and granted it probably still would
have made people upset, honestly.
Honestly the worst thing about this
article was the headline. Like, like he
just needs – like that headline’s just
laughable.
That, and organization?
That – that – let’s say, okay. (Laughing) Headline is number one, I would
put at number two: quoting Morgan
Freeman.
Hahaha It’s like, ‘cause you start with
the memes, you go into neo-Nazis,
you go on to racism, and then you go
on to Morgan Freeman. I was confuzzled!

All of this is really great, it doesn’t
matter!

I did. I did.

can’t, like, restrict myself to a group
of people. Because like, I’m a huge
networking, like – I want to call
myself a networking guru. Like, me
and Kelli, my friend Kelli

I was like “I like youuuu”

Kelli I know Kelli!

Yes, yes.

She was at our meeting yesterday.

Yeah Kelli and this other girl whose
a sophomore here, Naomi.

That’s another reason I realized I
cannot restrict myself to a certain
group of people. I mean, coming
from a selfish standpoint, if that’s
what you want to call it, I knew
that my peers – like, I just need
to network as much as possible.
Cause that’s how you’re ever gonna
get anything, in life.

Did you see that Aliza posted that
Woody Allen clip?

Mm. Of course she was.
There were so many people yesterday. But yeah. These questions.
Tufts, something about Tufts. How
it’s different than how I felt at the
start. Oh yeah, like I’m more accepting of it… now… I want to
say? Cause like before I was just
like, not “fuck this school,” because
that’s harsh, I’ve actually never felt
that way. I was just like, cause the
people make this school. So I was
just like, I don’t know the classes
before us were a little shakey. But
like, the classes ahead of us now,
like I’ve had such a more pleasant
experience this year with the classes below us, and I think it has to do
with them.
Yeah. They’re stellar kids. Stellar
kids.
They are. And it makes me upset.
Because now I’m like, “Now I’m
graduating and I’m not gonna be
here?”
It’s because they had such good
mentors! Duh. Duh.

Naomi! I know Naomi.
Yeah, we’re all in this networking
program at home.
Yeah.
Um, and… like that’s so, since junior year of high school we’ve been
like, drilled with this networking,
networking, networking foundation. Because they’re supposed to,
like, provide us with all the tools,
and things, that can help us access
a better future that we wouldn’t
otherwise because of our like, environments and stuff.
Yeah. Well people, like – people born
in certain places have that set up, I
feel like.
Yeah, like they don’t even have to
try!
Like, I have that set up. I’ve seen
– I’ve witnessed networking being
done for me.
Yeah!

No, but actually.

Which is like, crazy.

No it’s true! It’s true.

That’s all I’ve – how I’ve ever had a
job. That’s the reason. And like, and
then I realized coming here that
some people never have to try, like
that’s just their lives, growing up
around these types of people? Like,
uh, I was in Entrepenurial Leadership and there’s a girl in my group
who just talks so easily to the professor and it’s like, the people we
were working with, like, from another company so easily, and like,
I felt like it was very forced on my
part, because I felt like I was trying,
but – and then I was like, “How
does it come so naturally to her?”
and in my head I was like, “Oh, her
mom does this, her dad does this,
she goes to these business suares,
she goes to functions, she goes to
this…” She’s been primed for it.
But. I forgot my point! Argh!

But like now it’s just… I’m more
accepting of difference.
Mhm.
As I hoped Tufts would be. And
just like I’m, quite frankly, I mean,
using Tufts for all it’s worth. I mean
I don’t pay to go here.
Haha!
And to like, not use everything you
have. So I use all the resources I
can. I use all the access I can. Like,
you want to have a networking
event? Sure, I’ll go.
Right, yeah! Social capital, man.
And that’s like, why I also realized I

Oh yeah! And then I realized, because I’m a networking guru…

Oh yeah. For sure.
And, I mean, obvious we all go to
Tufts. Everyone’s gonna do something amazing and successful with
their lives. Granted, right?
Right.
Everyone’s gonna be somebody,
and if they’re not somebody, they’re
gonna know somebody who is.
Hm.
So it’s like, I – like from a networking standpoint I was like, “I need to
get to know as many people as possible. One, for their friendship –
(Laughs)
And two, because you never know
who people know.
Yep.
And it’s like, that was another reason. I mean that wasn’t like, the
reason. I genuinely wanted to get
to know more people.
No, but like, but that’s – yeah.
And now I go home and it’s like,
so different. Because like, I know
all these types of people now, and
like, everyone at home still knows
the same people.
Mmm.
And it’s like, ah, it’s awkward! It’s
so awkward. And I show them my
pictures on Facebook and they’re
like, “Who are these white people
you’re hanging out with?” and I’m
like, (in kid voice) “They’re my
friends!”

(Laughs)
“This is Chase, she’s from Manhattan
Beach, California… this is Niki, she’s
from Long Island… this is Katie, she’s
from Connecticut… this is Kelli,
she’s from Brooklyn…” I dunno. But,
I love Tufts. Ohmygod.
Ohmygod, we’re leaving!
I really do. And I love when they
have the outreach program people
here, like you know the little, the
little kids walking around? I feel like
they get younger and younger, every
time I see a group.
Because they do. That’s the only explanation. We’re not getting older.
I love it though! Cause like, I didn’t
know much about college until I had
to apply! Um. And I’d go – I go back
to my elementary school and talk
to these kids in the AVID program,
which is like, “Advancement Via Individual Determination” – where,
they’re in sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade, and I get to talk to them about
college. It’s crazy!

Name: Tori Elliott
Year: Senior, 2012?
Major: IR and Pscyh
Hometown/Region: Aurora, Colorado
Age: 22
Race: White
Height: 5’4.5 but I like to round up, especially for the sake of volleyball
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: Straight
Religion: None? On my facebook, it says
“brunch,” because that’s the only thing I
do religiously every Sunday, with my best
friend.
Average Parental Yearly Income: Enough
to pay for Tufts and not enough for many
other things after that
Scholarship/Financial Aid: None
Eyes: Dark Brown
Hair: Dark Brown
Interests: lotsa things
Activities: Tufts
Historical Review,
Tufts Daily, The
Roosevelt Institute,
Drama, Men’s Club
Volleyball, Exposure
Political Views:
Liberal

Okay we’re recording…now. If that’s alright.
So this is Tori Elliot – um, okay. Ready?
Yes.
So, the way this works. The way this has
been working is I’ll just talk with you for
however long – half an hour, forty minutes – and then I’ll transcribe it, and then
we will work from there, if you want to be
like, more involved in like, how it looks, and
images, and stuff like that. Um, and I don’t
know if you’ve seen the project so far, or like,
how it looks
Yeah I have!
You have?
Yeah we talked about this on Kevin’s birthday!
Oh yeah you have. Okay. Um, okay. So…
I don’t know how much I have to prime it
because it’s just like, some people don’t know
anything about the project, some people
have followed it from its infancy, like you.
Yay!

how would they do it? What would they
highlight, what would it look like, and how
might that be different than how you’d profile yourself?
Um… well they kind of already did.
Okay.
I kind of have just ignored their emails.
(Laughs) Um…
Talk to me.
Cause I was an IR research scholar, which
I think is probably the only thing they’d really highlight is like, (weird voice) “Look!
We gave her money! And she went and
did things in a foreign country! Isn’t she
so global?”
(Laughing)
And…yeah. So they emailed me about
that, and they were like “Hey, can you give
us a profile of your project, and like, a picture?” and I was like, “No, I can’t give you
pictures of the people I worked with; that
violates their confidentiality!” That’s why I
had to get IRB approval.

Me too.

Uh, so the two big questions that we’re trying to answer today are what do you want
people to know about Tufts, and what do
you want – I know, they’re big – and what
do you want people to know about you at
Tufts? Those are the two huge ones, but! We
have broken them down into little tiny questions, so I can just grill you, if you want, or
I can –

I’d like to see more of me at Tufts.

That’s fine.

Okay.

We would all like to see more of you at
Tufts! You’re a wonderful person!

I don’t know if you’ve –

Um… and, I mean, cause I guess that’s what
fits into the image of success and things,
and – I don’t know, like, I’ve struggled a lot
with like, this environment where there is
so much quantifying of the qualitative, if
that makes sense.

It is crazy.
But it’s beautiful! Like, it’s progress.
Yeah.
You know? I hope. I hope it’s progress.

I’d like to see a lot more people at
Tufts who aren’t… overrepresented.
Or very much represented at all.

Yeah.
I don’t know if you’ve – that’s good?

Okay.

Yeah, I don’t really have prepared answers.

Woo! Dan.

Okay cool. Um so I’ll just, I guess I’ll go
down the list, and then we can just see
where it takes us. Um. So yeah, alright, let’s
see here, let me pull this up – great. So! Um,
we’re gonna skip to number two because
I think it’s more interesting than number
one. Number one’s just “describe yourself,”
number two’s, um, kind of related to that.
So. And this gets a lot of people talking, so.
If Tufts were going to do a profile of you,

(Laughs)
This is Amanda, Dan.
We have to wrap up because I have to
be at senior dinner at six and I want to
interview Tori.
Yes, yes, of course, senior dinner was
the bomb.

(Laughs)
(Laughing) And um… so I feel like if
Tufts were going to do a profile of me,
they would probably do that, or probably
talk about the Historical Review, because
they like academic journals and they make
them look good and fluffy and real.

Yeah. Yeah yeah.
So like, I don’t really know how I would
want myself to be portrayed, but like, not
like that, you know? Like, it’s funny because like when I was applying for the IR
research scholars grant, I went and looked
and like, mini-stalked the Linked Ins of
people who had since graduated and gotten it, and see what they did with their
lives, and it’s still like, big and untouchable

and it’s weird to come back – it was weird
especially in the fall and people to be like,
“Oh my god, you got that grant! That’s so
cool, you got that grant!” and I was like,
“Guys it was like, stressful, and terrible, and
it’s hellish, and… like, that’s not…” – like,
while it’s been pretty defining of like my
academic experience for the past year, like,
that is not who I feel I am. And I think the
negative part about Tufts is that I feel like it’s
becoming more and more of who I am, because like, the bigger the project’s gotten the
more people have been involved, and the
more like, professors and shit are invested in
it, and then it suddenly becomes like more
than just something I’m working on, it starts
being owned by the university?
Mhm.
And so like I don’t feel like it’s my project
anymore, I feel like I have to like, if I wanted
to stop it I couldn’t because I have to like,
finish it for someone else, now. Because
someone else is invested in me.
Right.
And… when I came back from doing my
research I honestly really did think that I
should drop down to a Senior Project because of just… coming back from the stress.
I’ve been working with this awesome, awesome, awesome graduate student on my
thesis, and I was telling her how I’ve had
really adverse responses to stress since coming back from Ghana…

always been kind of more of a “ten, nine,
eight – PLAN!” kind of person.
Right, right.
And since coming back, my stress levels
have kind of been at like, “curl up and
hide” or like “frantic, frantic, frantic, can’t
focus on anything!” and like, that seems
like really unhealthy to me?
Right.
Which is part of the reason that I’m not
doing grad school next year and part of
the reason that I don’t really know what
jobs I want to be working in next year, because I am clearly not at a point where I
can, where I have healed from that? And
I was talking to this graduate student and
she was like, “I was the same way after I,
like, got back from Sierra-Leonne after my
first job, like, internship working abroad,
and like it happens, and you will be okay.”
But like, no one in my field – none of my
advisors, none of my, like, no one I had
talked to about this situation – like, said
anything like, “Oh, when I spent a year
doing research in fucking, Angola, like, I
came back minorly traumatized myself!”
Why do you think that is? Like, do they give
reasons?
No! It’s just like, maybe they’re so old they
don’t remember.

Mm.

Yeah but I think why do you think you came
back minorly traumatized?

That I’m either at like, baseline, or if anything happens above, like, the normal level
of like, “You have a midterm,” um, then
I just kind of retreat into kind of “snuggle
in a ball until it goes away” or like, flip-out
mode, which hasn’t ever really been me; I’ve

Cause I was living under three months of
intense levels of stress, four hours of sleep
a night, in a refugee camp, with the everpresent fear of not getting my research
done correctly, and having a lot of money
from the university that i felt I was unwor-

thy of on my back. Um, so that was pretty
scary, just in general, and then like crazy
stuff with the director of the NGO, who
like, threatened the American Volunteer,
and just like, lots of stuff, where it was just
like – and like also just generally being like,
being in another culture without anyone to
decompress with, that kind of feeling of like,
constant vigilance, like, just always having
– even when you’re like, comfortable with
someone, always having to police how you
act around them because you have to make
sure that you’re like, interacting with them
on a level that’s culturally appropriate, and,
um, and that’s tiring, and really stressful,
and it was hard to go there and see things
that I knew were going to exist, but to such
kind of such an extreme degree, that like it
kind of eroded the things that I thought I
wanted to be working for, and like, if there
are all these flaws, like, where is my place?

what you’re doing, it’s very…” and I keep getting that all the time:
“It’s very important what you’re doing; it’s very important what
you’ve found, you’ve done, your research is doing something that
no one else is really talking about right now!” But it doesn’t, like,
matter that it causes me to have, like, minor panic attacks every
now and then. (Laughs) You know, like it’s more about me doing it because it’s important for the field, or it’s important for the
school, or it’s important for my advisor, and… you know, when I
first came back she was, like I was like, “I don’t know if I can do
this,” and she was like, “I think…” – she basically told me in a very
kind way that it would be irresponsible of me to not write a thesis.
And, like, I’m doing it, and it’s almost done, and it’s easier all the
time, but I don’t know – I’m glad I had that experience because
it’s really changed what I think I want to do, and I almost kind of
wish I had had it earlier, so I wouldn’t have, like, more than just
nine months to restructure everything to make myself qualified
for opportunities that I think would fit my moralities now? Um,
so I’m glad, I’m glad it happened, it’s just been a really rough recovery period, and I feel like the fact that it’s been really brutal on
me has kind of been lost because what the project is is apparently
important to someone else.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Cause I’ve done out of my way to make sure my social life doesn’t
revolve around like, one activity because I can feel antsy and limited
if I’m only around certain people – I like people a lot, but I get really, really nervous about intimacy when I feel like there’s only one
or two people that I can be really close with, so I kind of like have to
spread it all out to make sure like, if this like, one part of it falls that’s
fine because these two people don’t know each other and I’m close to
them both and I can just go to this person for a while.

And like, should I even be majoring in International Relations? Should I even be like,
medeling in other people’s countries when
I come back here and like, three weeks in
Guatemala qualifies you for a job but a year
of working with poor kids in downtown
Boston makes you, like, a bleeding heart liberal who doesn’t have any prospects? Like,
I’m done with that.

So that’s probably what they would talk about, in a profile of me.

(Laughs) Um. Cool. Describe a strange moment at Tufts.

(Laughs)

(Pause)

They would talk about the researching, or the whatever thing…
and every time people would ask me about it I would say, “Listen,
you should do your research in Spain, on classical guitar music,
because you will have a wonderful time!” (Laughs)

You can just say “No,” too. Like, “pass.”

Yeah.
And it made me reevaluate a lot of my past
values, and so like, the stress plus like, the
moral implications were just kind of ugly,
and… and still are. Um. And, like, none of
my academic advisors or any of the people
that I talked to really got that, sort of like,
“We respect that you had this kind of, like,
negative experience, we, um, now need you
to have a solution for this and we need these
pages turned in, and it’s very important

Aw. Uh, okay. (Sigh) That stuff was – that was a lot. That was good.
That was good. Do you want me to look through this list, and pick
out ones you want, or do you want me to just go down?

Not really. I made kind of a conscious effort to not be. Like I guess
the people I live with this year would be like, my group, but like I
don’t – I don’t really feel… and that’s like I feel like especially with
housing at Tufts, it’s kind of like you mark your territory, like you
pick who you live with and you are declaring that these are your
social group.
(Laughs)
And, so like, yes I guess in that way, because of like how the living
situation is, that would be my group, but in terms of like, it relating
to any one particular activity or anything on campus, no.
Mkay.

Yeah I can’t really think of one!
If you think of one later. These are just some of them.
And I’m sure that there are some that I’ll think of later but I don’t
know if I want them necessarily recorded in your project.

You can just go, and if I’m feeling silly I can pick.

That is totally fine. Um, describe a happy moment at Tufts.

Okay! Um… is there a typical Tufts student?

Um…

No. But I think – I had a really wonderful answer to this in the
thing that I didn’t send you, but I can send it to you.

The next question is “sad.” If you have a sad moment at Tufts, you can
tell me that, too.

Oh, please!
But just like, I think that in trying to define a typical Tufts student,
we make stereotypes of ourselves that can be kind of ugly. Um, but
I also think that there is kind of general patterns of behavior that
people become more prone to when they see it.

(Laughs) Happy moment at Tufts – um, I don’t know, sophomore
year, a lot, we would… it was me, Nicole, Kevin, ***, this girl ***,
who is an MFA student, ***, um… we all lived in Hogeden together, and like, we would just kind of like, generally congregate in my
room, because it was the biggest one because I was an RA, and like.
Shit like that.

Okay, yeah. That makes sense.

Yeah.

And that are enforced by like, the institutions and how they’re
run.

Happy moments. Like, there – I don’t think there’s one, like, specific
moment but it was just like, that. Knowing that like, at the end of the
night, somehow we would all end up together in that room, that was
a nice feeling.

Sorry, someone’s texting me. (Talking out text while typing) “Yeah”…
send. “At six, question mark?” Send. Okay. Um. (Pause) Alright – do
you feel like you’re part of a particular group at Tufts?

That is a good feeling. I agree. Um – where is your home at Tufts? We
kind of already answered that.

I mean, I guess, 21 Packard. Like, those
people are about as close as I get to family?

when people say like, Oh there are no class differences,” just like,
it drives me up a wall, because like, yeah, I have more than most,
and I am incredibly grateful for that. Um, and, so to hear the level
of privilege and the level of things people take for granted and
things people don’t have to worry about just… it blows my mind.
And that – you know, like, I was at an Anthropology conference
on Friday, and this girl had written her paper about like, some
event that had happened at Wheaton where, like, they had a big
dance and not everyone could get in, and people “Stormed the
keep!” and broke into this dance, and someone in the audience
asked her if there was like, a class difference between the people
that like were part of this kind of riotous heap, and people that
weren’t, and she was like, “Well, you know, I feel like, you know,
people come from different classes, but, um, once they get to college it kind of just, like, evens out, and like, class differences don’t

Mhm.
Given by how much I get annoyed by them
and how much I like, would not trade them
for anything.
Right. Um, what’s the best thing about Tufts?
I think a lot of the best things about Tufts
have been things that I’ve found almost
in spite of Tufts, and I know administrators really resent when you say that because they’re like, “We provide the structure, and we picked you to be here, and
memememe!” But it’s like, you know.

Mhm.
Um… so I think, like, the awesome people
would be the best thing about Tufts.
Cool.
Definitely the awesome people. I’m sure it
all averages out to be about normal.
What’s – okay, so the next question, obviously, is what’s the worst part about Tufts?

Just like, the fact that we don’t talk about
it, the fact that there’s this like, assumption
that like

It was! And, like, and it’s statements like that that bother me, like
that idea that, like, somehow because we’re all being educated that
now the playing field is even. Like, “you’re in my class which means
you have the same opportunities, meaning you have the same education…” it’s like, it’s not true anymore! Unpaid internships, and
low-paying jobs…
Oh! English major that I am I just realized the class/class thing. Like
you said “you’re in my class” – “you’re in my class” might not necessarily mean that you are also in… my class.

No that’s, that’s – yeah. You’re not the first
person to talk about that.

Um, but I don’t know I guess I’ve met some
of the best people I’ve ever known at Tufts
and I’ve met some of the absolute shittiest
people I’ve ever known at Tufts.

Wooo classism!

That seems wrong to me.

Yeah.

Whatever, this is not an administrationfunded… well, I guess it is.

Oh, god. People also. I think people could
be the answer to almost everything? Like,
people can be the best and the worst thing
about everything? Um… this is gonna
sound so, especially with that article yesterday that came out, but this is going to
sound so snippy but: the privilege the privilege the privilege the privilege and classism.

really exist…” and I was like, (pounds on table)

And if you talk about race it’s racism.
Yeah.
Guhhh.

Well if you talk about it, you know, that’s
class warfare.

Well, and like… like, the fact that there’s like
an expectation that people, like, we were
talking over this weekend, and Blake was
like, “I don’t think there’s classism at Tufts.”
And… it’s like…

Yeah.

Boy...

And so Nicole and I tried to explain to
him, “Class isn’t always attached to race.”
And like, you might only see it when it’s
attached to race, but like if you ask someone to go to an expensive concert and they
say, “Oh no, I’m busy” that could translate
to “Oh no I’m busy” or it could translate
to “I don’t have the money for that, and
I don’t know how to tell you that, so it’s
easier to just be busy.” Which, now it’s kind
of the reverse thing, lawls. Um… and so,
like, coming from that, where I’ve always
been very aware of that, and then hearing,

Like, I was talking to someone I know,
and she was telling me about her trip to
Chichen Itza, that’s going to occur over
Spring Break. And she was saying that
like, she plans on tripping acid and just
wandering around Chichen Itza, and I was
like, “That’s cool, you’re going to bring acid
with you from the U.S. to a foreign country – super illegal, most of the time in foreign countries they don’t really like when
U.S. citizens violate their laws, because
they find that kind of insulting, seeing as
we, like, deport them and shit all the time,
and you’re going to wander around beautiful ancient ruins that, like, most people
would love to see, and would pay, like, so
much fucking money to see… um, like,
they would pay so much fucking money to
see, like, I would – I would die to go there.
And, your, your plan for when you’re there
is to trip balls? And wander around? And
I’m just like – because it’s not beautiful
enough? Because it’s not big enough? Because it’s not inspiring enough? Because
it’s not grand and wonderful and a testament to human achievement enough, you
have to trip acid to appreciate it? Ugh!”
(Laughs) (Beat) So what do you wish you
had known before coming to Tufts?
(Laughs) Um, well, I – I’ve talked to you
about this.
Yeah.
But I came to Tufts with this stupid expectation that I was going to come here
and meet my intellectual equals, and then
I was gonna find people with similar val-

ues – and I totally have, like, I’ve met
you, and I’ve met like a bunch of people
that really do share my values… I’ve also
met a lot of people that like, really don’t.
And… especially with my living situation freshman year, I wish that I’d known
how hellish all freshman dorms could
be? Because then I would have actually
requested to be transferred. And I think,
you know, senior year of high school me
was like, “Oh my god! Obsessed with
Tufts! Must get in, must get in, must
get in!” and… I totally bought that line
about everything that they were, and everything they sold, because, you know, I
was like the liberal kid in Colorado and
I wanted people that shared my values –
even like, my close friends who I love to
death and who are wonderful human beings, like, great guys, not terribly conservative… you know, they weren’t coming
to protests with me, they weren’t interested in the things I was interested in, like,
they were “accepting” but not necessarily
active.
(Laughs) Right.
And I wanted that! And I came here,
and… suddenly, everything that was altruistic involved and application, and if
your parents hadn’t been shipping you
to Slovakia to work with orphans for one
week a year since you were twelve, you
were unqualified, and… like… so everything that I wanted to be a part of felt
like it was out of reach, because I hadn’t
come in with all this prior experience,
and… everything that I didn’t want to be
a part of was what I was living around,
and so I was like, “Well, maybe I’m not
good enough to be with people who are
as motivated as me or as smart as me, or
have my, like, same interests. And so I’m
here with all of these other people who
don’t want to be around me, because I’m
clearly not into their interests either. And
I kind of wish that I had known coming in that just because I was gonna be
with smart people didn’t mean that they
were going to be smart people in the way
that I had always come to envision smart
people? Like, I came from a high school
where the dumb people drank, and partied, and the smart people didn’t, and
like…
That’s what blew my mind when I came
here.

Yeah.

And…

What.

Like, I was like, “Wait – you guys are nerds
– no, wait, no, you’re my people, not their
people, wait, no, those guys were mean!”

You can ignore it.
Yeah.

Yuupp. I have to pay taxes, probably several hundred dollars which
I don’t have, because my grant was forty five hundred dollars. So
I’m getting taxed on the grant that they used to send me to Ghana.

Right?

Can I also say: this year?

That’s weird.

Right, yeah, and then you go through this
whole like, “Oh shit, I have some baggage!”
Thing.

YES. It is a political year.

And it’s pissing me off.

Politically, yeah. You feel – I’ve felt personally, uh, far more threatened because of my gender than ever before.

I don’t like that.

Yeah! Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah, I’m still working through that! Yeah.

And not just threatened – dehumanized.

And, like, that was I guess incredibly closeminded of me.

So first off, fuck that.
(Laughs)

Yeah.

Second off, there are some few stellar people – professors and administrators – at Tufts, and I would never want

Yeah. I mean, for me, too.

In a very scary way, that I’ve never felt before.

Professors especially, I feel like.

To think that you couldn’t be nerdy and also,
like, a raging, like, idiot sometimes, or be
like, ragingly drunk, or have like, an incredibly indiscriminate sex life – that was stupid
of me to think that you couldn’t be intelligent and still do those things, because I’d
always sort of linked intelligence with like,
safe or good or whatever decision making.

And I think a large part of that was because of the hookup culture,
um, was kinda that like dehumanizing way that I saw men and
women treat each other, and sort of the level of interest people
maintained if you were not into that. And, um, so like, while I don’t
remember a time where I have personally felt really unsafe because
of my gender, it was the first time that I thought that my gender
could be a reason for me being unsafe. (Pause)

Yeah and I would never want to like, shit on them. And I know
some really wonderful administrators as well. I feel like there are
some really solid people at Tufts, but I feel like somewhere along
the line there’s this disconnect, where I feel like individuals support me, but the school doesn’t. If that makes sense.

Um. How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself? And then
we’re going to get into the meta-questions, and then I have to go to
senior dinner.

Um. Like, where I feel like, you know, this whole idea of unity and
blah blah blah, you know “Tufts cares about you…” Tufts doesn’t
give a fuck about you, unless you’re boosting its image. And that’s
kind of what I have felt with this IR scholars thing, is that like, suddenly professors who like, were really wonderful to me, but like,
not super over-wonderful, suddenly now they’re like, “why don’t
you tell us about what you’re doing, why don’t you do this, why
don’t you do that?” and I’m just like, I was always capable of these
things.

Yeah.
And I wish I’d known… that. That like, just
because I was going to be meeting smart
people didn’t mean that those smart people
weren’t going to be exactly like the dumb
people I knew in high school, except with
better grades.

Vomit. Vomit. I fucking hate the way Tufts advertises itself. Well
‘cause you know what, I wish Tufts would just stop trying to be
a shit version of an Ivy League, and start being a good version
of what it is, which is a small university with damn good liberal
arts. But no, we can’t have damn good liberal arts because that’s
what the big guys have, and we have to funnel all our money into
this stupid shit that I don’t know – I don’t know what the fuck our
money’s going into!

Um… hold on, sorry. Ahhhh running out of
time. Uh, okay. Have you ever felt unsafe at
Tufts? And if yes, when?
I don’t think ive ever felt, like, unsafe, but
I have felt, like, uncomfortable, like, I am
aware that I am generally on the privileged
side of things, aside from having female
genitalia.
Yup.
Um, so like, I’m sure that my level of notsafeness is probably pretty low compared to
being African American, and, you know, Latina, and people that I know. Um… so no I
don’t I don’t ever really feel like I felt unsafe,
but I think Tufts was the first time that I had
ever conceptualized the idea of being unsafe
because of my gender.

Not toward need blind admissions!

Okay. Yeah. That makes sense.
I had never seen it as a thing in high school,
because all my friends were boys, and I was
kind of a tomboy…
Yeah.
And I hung out with all the nerdy boys, who
are like the least threatening people…
Right.

No, like literally when I was freaking out in Ghana, I was like –
cause my mom, my mom, bless her heart, called me every fucking
day, because I was like, sobbing, like, every day, being like, “Mom
I’m a failure, I don’t know what I’m doing, like, I’m failing at my
research, I’m failing at everything” – crisis! And I was like, “Mom,
what if I, like, fail at my research and I get back to Tufts and they
ask me for all of this money back? This forty-five hundred dollars
that they give me?” and she goes, “Tori, how much do I pay for
your tuition a year?” and I was like, “50 thousand.” And she was
like, “I think they pay 45 hundred dollars for you to be Africa.”

Yeah, that makes sense.

Mhm.
You know, just because it’s showing off now doesn’t mean that it’s
more valuable. And I think Tufts is not, like, I don’t like the fact
that it advertises all those things, but when it comes down to it, I
feel like it doesn’t really encourage you to do things in a way that
might be more beneficial to you, but might also be a more convoluted path that they can’t track and that they can’t sell, you know?
Right. Yeah. Um, okay. So now we’re going to do the meta questions
and then I have to run, I’m so sorry.
No it’s okay, you’re dining with the Monaco.
Speaking of administrators, yes.

(Laughs)

I like him.

(Laughs) I was like, “Thanks mom.” And that was really nice of her.
But seriously that grant that they gave me? I getting taxed on now?
Thanks, Tufts!

I like him too. Um, do you think I have biases in conducting this
survey? Like, why am I doing this?
I mean, you told me why you’re doing this.

Well tell me. I told you why – I told you, but tell me why you think
I am.
Well first of all, you like comics.
I do love comics
And you have lot of pent up frustration and guilt
So much guilt! (Dramatic sigh)
About your position in society, and the things that you have, and
the things that other people don’t have… and the fact that you go
here, and the fact that this institution that you are a part of is disadvantaging people who you care about and who you spend most of
your classes learning about, and you still pay them money and you
still benefit from that system, and I feel like this is your way of saying, “Even though I’ve benefited from this, this is what my education has given me and this is how I’m going to use it to fight back.”
Yay! What a positive, lovely formulation of what I’m doing. Yes.
You’re right. (Laughs) I mean, you can’t be right on a question like
that, but. That’s how I formulate it. That was just a pop quiz, I’m not
putting it in. Alright, uh… why are you doing this?
Um, because when I was in Ghana this summer I thought about
the fact that there – I think cultural narratives are really important,
and I was talking to ***, because she was talking about the importance of John Hughes films and how it like, shaped the idea of the
American Teenager?
Yeah, yeah.
And I realized that we have cultural narratives for almost every part
of our lives, with media or books or whatever, like, you know, we
know what young childhood is supposed to look like from things
like Nickelodeon, we know what teenagerhood is supposed to look
like through, you know, teen flicks and High School Musical, you
know, even though it’s terribly inaccurate, like, there is some level
or archetype that allows people who are not of that age group, like
if you’re younger, you know what to expect going in, kind of?
A model, yeah.
And if you’re older you know what to empathize with, and you
know what to look for, and basic behavioral patterns. And you
know we have this whole like, rom-com young adult kind of thing,
of like, young professional, here’s how you survive in the world,
silly things, and then like older people things, On Golden Pond,
whatever.
Right, right, right.
But I don’t think there’s a narrative for college.
Animal House! What’re you talking about?
Yeah, Animal House. I feel like it’s all “hint, hint, wink, wink,
nudge, nudge” by the people who went there, like, “Oh, we know

what you’re doing!” and I feel like there’s this huge cultural gap
between like, “High school, everything’s wonderful, guy ends up
with girl, oh, we got into Stanford, woo!” Between that and “Oh
now I’m a young professional working in New York and, while I’m
struggling to make ends meet, I have a wonderful group of tightknit friends!”
And we all go to bars and drink martinis!
Yeah, yeah. I feel like there’s a huge gap between, like, eighteen, and
that 27-year-old narrative, where we’re all just supposed to figure
it out. And everyone, kind of, everyone who’s been through it kind
of impresses the idea of their own experiences onto what you’re
going through, there’s no baseline cultural narrative to prepare you
coming in – cause that’s kind of what I felt coming into college like
I had no idea what to expect, I had no idea what type of people I
would meet, and I think that was hard as well, because it wasn’t like
I was like, “Alright I’ve seen this and I know how to deal maybe
with this archetype of a person,” it was all just like, “SHIT!” and
there was very little empathy on the part of older people, because
they remember their college experience very selectively and therefore very fondly (Laughs) and… and it was always like, “You’re
having a great time, aren’t you? You’re going to get a job, aren’t
you?” Like, the expectations – they had no clue what it was like
to be going through this and there was no narrative, there was no
cultural narrative saying, “This is what it looks like now, these are
the types of people you encounter, this is the type of issue you face,
and that’s okay because we’re talking about it.” Like, the fact that
it’s out there – even if it’s uncomfortable, even if it’s stupid, even
if it’s stereotypical, the fact that it’s out there means it exists and it
somehow validates it. And I don’t feel like there’s anything like that
for our age group. And so I kind of came back from Ghana being
like, “I want to collect people’s stories.” But then I was too busy being hyperventilating about my own PTSD story about the summer,
so, you’re doing it, which is why we started talking about this in the
beginning when I told you this, and so if I can’t be doing it, I think
what you’re doing is wonderful, and I want to be a part of it.
I’m so glad you are. Okay, I’m gonna wrap up.
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Year: 2012
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Sex: female
Gender: female
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Eyes: Chinese
Hair: Irish
Interests: Sailing, studying and eating
cheese, hula dancing, reading good books
Activities: Sailing, studying and eating
cheese, hula dancing, reading
good books
Political Views: generally liberal, always
informed

Okay so this is Alyson Yee, we are in her Sogo
suite, eating cookies that we just made.
We didn’t have brown sugar, so they’re molasses
cookies.
They’re molasses cookies. And I’m looking at a
Women’s Studies book and drinking milk also
drinking tea out of a Strand mug. Just to… set
the scene.
(Laughs)
So! Alyson Yee. So I didn’t explain the project to
you! Because, um.
It’s supposed to be a secret.
No! It’s not supposed to be. The whole point is
that it’s not a secret, is that the, the framework is
very transparent, and people, like, know what it
is, and the interview process is really transparent,
so can I pull it up on your computer, and show
you kind of like, what I have so far?
Perfect!
We can close the cookie recipe, now that we have
succeeded.

So this, the first part, the first chapter is called “Visual Identity Systems” and it’s – I don’t know how
much I’ve told you, but I found this, uh, PDF online. That is literally, it’s a public document, and it
is all of the things that you’re supposed to do when
you’re branding Tufts. So –
Oh yeah, you did tell me about this!
Yeah so this is quoting all of that. So this is just,
you know, how to use the logo, typefaces, all of
this is taken directly from that.

freshman year, they took out?

Yay! Everybody’s profiles, or just mine?

Mhm.

Yeah. And, and you’re going to get to see the rough draft of your profile,
as well.

Why was that?
I was told it was because people were, thought we were only an IR school.
Mhm.
And wouldn’t come here for other things. So they wanted to take the focus
off of that a little bit.

Okay.
So, yeah. It’s however involved you want to be, that’s how involved you
will be.
Okay (Laughs).

That’s awesome. Is that supposed to be public?

Mm.

It’s public! I don’t know if I can quote it as extensively as I do, but I do. Um, I cite it, so. It’s basically
the whole thing (Laughs) and then… uh, then,
like, some historical images… Tufts used to be,
like, on slave grounds, we don’t talk about that…
also, some cool abolitionist stuff…

Um, so yeah, stuff. Um, color palettes. Super anxieties I have about race
cartooning.

So. Okay. So the – so now we can start. Um, so the, the, the two things that
I’m like, big picture kind of answering with each profile is, for you, is What
do you want people to know about Tufts, and What do you want people
to know about you at Tufts? Um, those are really super big questions, so I
have broken it down into lots of little tiny questions

Yeah.

(Laughs) Okay.

Um. And then like more, rules.

Wait they used to have a T stop?

Then this is my profile! So this is where the student profiles start. Um, so basic
profile: everyone is gonna have this little box, which I am gonna send you.
Um… this is the “stats” box?

And if you want to just go with those, we can do that; do you want to do
that?

Yeah I don’t know why, I don’t know what this is…
so yeah. All these cool things that I found on the
archives. These are all – this is an old dorm, isn’t
it beautiful?

Okay.

Why don’t we start with those, and if we deviate from the script it’s fine.
Okay cool! Yes. Okay good. Um, so, the first one is, “Describe yourself. Who
are you and what do you do.” But! I kind of like the second one—

Where?

And the point of the stats box is to like, one, get you thinking about all the different ways you could be coded at Tufts

I dunno. It just says it’s from 1940.

Yeah.

Oh.

But then, also like, people have been like, super fucking with this.

(Chews) I’m a fan.

Barnum… Story of Jumbo…

Really?

(Laughing) I know, I know! It’s a lot! I kind of like this one better, in terms
of starting, and in terms of this project. It’s one of my favorite questions so
far, because in all these interviews, this is the one that gets the best responses. If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what would they highlight?
What would it look like? If Tufts were going to profile you. And you’re a
tour guide, so like –

Good.

True, clearly not, but.

I still think the green ones taste a little weird.

Super racist song I found…

So yeah, so like, the instructions are, fill out as much as you want, if you don’t
fill something out, I’ll delete it, um, and you can lie. So you can make up a
name, you can…

Yeah. If Tufts were going to profile me… I don’t know. I feel like they’re
always singling me out as like, “Here’s an undergraduate who does research!”

Aw. (Pause) Just close your eyes. Have you ever
done a test where you close your eyes?

(Laughs)

Right.

Mhm.

From like, a Tufts, like, Glee Club book. And
then here’s some, like, these are like, protests that
happened, this is when Fletcher was bombed in
1971…

One guy’s is like, three pages long.

“And interacts with grad students! And professors! In big ways.” And I
guess the fact that I’ve been involved in extracurricular (laughing) academic activities like that, or that I spend all my time in a lab, whatever,
um, is sort of a selling point? Um, they might also like the double-major
thing. So, I’m Biology and French, which like, encompasses everything!

Yay!
Mmmm. Yum.(Whispering) What’s the verdict
on the cookies?

Mhm. I can’t tell.
(Laughs) You can’t tell!
Yeah if I’m like eating M & M’s in a dark movie
theatre, mhm definitely I have no idea that it’s
green.
Hahaha!
(Pause, chewing)
Okay! So… it’s gonna take a while. So, the idea
is – you know those, like, Tufts viewbooks? The
idea is that that’s our template, so. This is what it
looks like so far.
Oo! That looks, um, like a viewbook.
Thank you!
(Laughs) That’s awesome.

What? I’ve never heard of any of this!

Oh wow.
Yeah, don’t to do that, because that’s going to be a pain to format (Laughs) but
like… I’m keeping it in, but it’s like, a pain.

I know right? Archives! More… stuff… okay so
then, then there’s the Visual Identity Systems Reprise, which is me… um, and so this part of the
Tufts Branding Strategy, which is also in the PDF
that I found, is like, buzzwords, um, what we
want to be thought of, stuff like that. So this is me
kind of like, grappling with that… thinking about
how, if I were to do something like “subversive” or
whatever, what it would look like, like would it
look like a zine…

Yeah.

So, wait, I have a question.
Yeah.

So that’s the framework! (Laughs)

So, you know how Admissions made us stop being global-focused and something…like, one of the
big tour guide buzzwords they told us to use a lot

Ahh! (Makes terrified face) (Laughing) That’s not little!

Mhm! (Continues eating cookie) Cool. Okay. Mmm! Okay. Um, number
three. Is there a typical Tufts student?

But that’s like, verbose is kind of how the guy is, so that’s okay. So then like if
you want like a campy photo or whatever. Mine is basically about… you have
this on your Desktop now, so you can read it if you want… but mine is about,
um…it’s just a transcription of a fake interview, it’s an interview of myself, and
it’s why I quit comics. Um. For Admissions. So all this like, angst-y shit… and
then, yeah. So that’s my profile!

So, when I came to Tufts and visited it for the first time, I came from a
super-nerdy, pretty homogenous, high school, where everyone was either Asian or white and everybody asked each other out on calculators,
and…

Mhm.

I’m not making that up, I got asked out on a calculator program! Um
(Laughs) and everyone –

Do I get to see the finished product?
Yes! You do.

(Laughs)

Did you say yes? I would have!
(Laughs) Yes, I did.
That’s cute.

Um. But so it was just extremely nerdy and extremely
cookie cutter, in a lot of ways. Which I didn’t really realize at the time, but.
Mhm.
It was kind of sheltered. And when I came to Tufts to
visit it, I stayed with a girl that I had done a French
summer immersion program with
Oh, cool!
Um, a couple years before. And she didn’t go to my high
school. And on the summer immersion program, she
had been quiet, reserved, sort of a mama’s girl kind of…
figure. So, I get off the Joey – she had given me instructions saying get off the Joey at Olin, because she lived in
Hill – and her hair is… blue.
Hahaha!

Just to kind of fulfill that little joke. So
I, okay. (Laughing) Getting back to the
original question, I think that my – so my
stereotype of Tufts was: really alternative,
and fun, and out there, but people who
just loved Tufts. Because everyone I talked
to absolutely loved the school, and, um,
super enthusiastic about everything they
studied, and even though it was coming
up on finals and people were stressed, they
were just excited to be there. Um. Then I
came to Tufts and became part of the sailing team and I got exposed to the more
preppy, Greenwich Village, “I grew up at
a Yacht Club” side of Tufts (Laughs) so… I
think that give then diversity of those two
experiences, I can’t pinpoint a typical Tufts

student.
Mmm.
And actually I think that as time has gone on,
I don’t know if people are homogenizing in my
view, a little bit, or what…
(Laughs)
There are definitely stereotypes and there are
definitely the same type of people who keep
popping up in my classes, or keep being in my
way on the escalator at the T who make me a
little bit frustrated sometimes…
(Laughs)

So I do see patterns, but I don’t think that there’s
any one… I think that Tufts kids are similar only
in that they have really diverse interests, and
they have something that makes them tick. But.
They’re all over the map.

know how like, someone had hung up little berries on the library doors? It was supposed to be,
it was supposed to be mistletoe. But it was holly.

Do you feel like you’re a part of a particular group
at Tufts?
Um… I think I’m a chameleon.

Yeah so some random person I’ve never seen before in my life holds the door open for me and
then, like, points at the mistletoe and was like,
“…” (Laughing) and… I just… Ahh!

Mhm.

(Laughs)

I think I can blend in – sort of, not 100%, but
sort of – with some of the sailors, frat-party-goer
type… that sort of crowd. Um, I also am equally
at home with, um, people who… drink wine and
stay up having intellectual conversations!

That’s so weird! I’ve never even seen you before!

(Laughs) And bake cookies on a Thursday night!

And she has lots of tattoos and lots of piercings and her
friends were awesome. Um. At least half of them were
gay. At least half of them partied really hard and did
terrible drugs.

And bake cookies! Um, and so, I think that’s a
difficult – I’ve sort of prided myself on not falling into a single group that will be restrictive.
I had bad experiences in middle school with
groups and drama and so… (Laughs)

(Laughs)

Who doesn’t, who doesn’t!

And the other half, like, didn’t drink at all, and we baked
cookies all night, and we went to the library, and I heard
the library voice for the only time in my Tufts career.

Exactly.

What!?

And so since then I’ve sort of taken the approach
that I have friends that I do this with, and friends
that I do that with, and friends from lots of different backgrounds and that if I ever get sick of
one group I can find a safe haven elsewhere.

Ever. As a freshman, er, as a prefrosh, because they went
to the library at… 12:30.
(Laughs)
And stayed until 1:30.
(Laughs) That’s great.
And I was so outside of my comfort zone, I was completely, just, had never been exposed to… people who
were just really fun, and were talking about how addictive piercings are, and
HAHAHA
I was really shocked and a little bit scared! And I went
home and this was the running joke between me and
my parents was that I was gonna go to Tufts and I was
going to come back inked and pierced.
(Laughs)
And so, I didn’t get my ears pierced until sophomore
year of college, and I did it right before Thanksgiving
Uh huh.
And I went home and I also did a temporary tattoo on
my neck.
(Laughing) Oh! That’s cute.

Oh my goodness yes.

Okay, yeah; I think I saw that.

That’s weird! I don’t like that!
I wonder if he planted the holly, or… I think I
gave him a really, really cutting look and just
said, “That’s holly.”
Hahahaha!
That’s not even the right plant! I’m a biology major, come on!
Hahaha! That’s awesome. “That’s holly.”
“That’s holly. You’re not gonna get some with
that. Thanks for holding the door open, but, no.”
So that was strange. Um…
(Laughing) That’s really – that is a strange moment!
Um. But there are definitely moments when I’m
just like, “Wow, go to Tufts.” I’m trying to think
what those are.

Describe a strange moment at Tufts.

Hm. We can come back to it if you want.

Oh my.

Okay. I will think about it.

There are three like this, just so you know.

Where is your home at Tufts?

Okay.

(Pause) Hm.

One is “describe a happy moment” and one is “describe a sad moment,” so you can pick any of those.

I feel like you’re at home in many places.

Okay. Um…
Or you can just be like, “Nah, I don’t want to do
those three.”
No, there are just a lot of strange moments at
Tufts! (Laughs)
Right? Every waking moment is strange.
Mmm. There was a… mmm. Hmm. I was going
into Tisch during late night study – not during
late night study, but later at night.
Mhm.
Right before finals last semester. And – do you

Thank you.
It’s a deserved compliment.
Um, I… (suitemate walks in) Hey!
>> Those are giant cookies.
Aren’t they?
You can have some. They are too big (laughs).
They expanded. (Turns back to conversation)
Um… well, sadly, there are certain times of year
where I keep my toothbrush in the library.
(Laughs) Oh no!
>> Alyson, you’re embarrassing.

I know. It’s mainly because of my obsession with
brushing my teeth, not because I spend, like, that
much time in the library. But I cant go more than
like, three hours without brushing my teeth.
(Has coughing fit)
Are you okay?
Yeah.
Let’s see. Up until recently, it was Barnum, but
my lab got moved, and now I’m at Harvard. Can
I live on the Joey? The Joey sounds fun.

ology class and, um, we’ve been talking about
something. And so, I’m obviously a biology
major, I believe in science, and I believe in evolution, and I’ve never had an incompatibility
between the scientific breakthroughs and recent discoveries and my own personal beliefs.
Um. But it’s very hard for me to make any sort
of defense that will (laughs) impress a biologist.

Um. Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?

was intense. And, uh, somehow we were talking about something religious, and the reaction in the room immediately was just, like,
dismissive of anything religious or any sort
of belief in something irrational. And, I remember thinking, like, “This is my chance to
say something in defense!” but at that point,
I just felt really attacked and just didn’t say
anything. And it wasn’t intentional by anyone!
You know, they didn’t know that like

(Pause) Like, walking around campus, or…

Oh, yeah yeah yeah, no, I get it.

So a lot of the time I don’t bother.

A lot of people just say, like, “Yeah sometimes I feel
creeped out when I’m walking around campus.”

Mhm.

Yeah. Or, just like, in a conversation?

They didn’t know that anyone in the room –
(Laughs) they didn’t imagine that a biologist
might have beliefs that weren’t scientifically
based, or something!

Uncomfortable is, yeah. That’s fair. Um, do you
feel differently about Tufts now than you did

cific to Tufts and more specific to college. I came to
college a very different person, and I had been very
sheltered all my life, and (laughs) I mean part of that
was intentionally, just by the choices that I made in
high school, but I wasn’t used to there being a party
scene and I wasn’t used to hook up culture, and a lot
of things that just caught me off-guard. Which are
not specific to Tufts, but.

Yeah, yeah. (Laughs) A mobile home.

That’s really awesome.

Okay.

Yeah. Anything.

Mhm.

(Laughs)

“This is why it’s worth it to spend so much money!”

Um… but I think (sigh) I don’t really know how to
pinpoint this, or how I could improve it…

And so that’s happened to me in a couple of
instances when I’ve been in an upper-level bi-

(Laughs)

Mhm.

Um, so that’s cool. That’s inspiring, that you
can get that sort of relationship with professors.
Um the other thing that I love about Tufts is
the people, and this is super cliché, but it really
is incredibly to be that everyone here has such,
like, a passion, and they’re not – so, the kids at
my high school were extremely competitive, and
they would all be up in your face about all their
crazy accomplishments, and here, the girl I lived
with sophomore year, it took me a year and a half
of being friends with her to pry out of her that
she had done microfinance research in her spare
time in India –

But people are always talking about how active citizen-y they are, and how many cool extracurriculars they do, and I don’t know if I was really making
any sort of macro-difference in the clubs that I was
in in high school or anything, but with those, when
I did community service I felt like I saw a day-today difference. The club meetings that I’ve gone to
at Tufts have really great-sounding names – I went
to like, “New Initiative for Middle Eastern Peace”
or whatever.

So the one thing that I will say is that I was raised
not super-religiously, but my religion was something that was very important to me. It continues
to be important to me, but it’s played varying roles
in my life. And I remember freshman year… freshman year?... no, sophomore fall, I was taking a class
and it was a seminar class, so people were very vocal. And it was a biology class, and so everyone there

What – what is the best thing about Tufts? And
I want you to give your tour guide answer –because I know you get asked this – and I want
you to give, if it’s different, a different answer.
Okay. Um… my tour guide answer… well, I
think my tour guide answer’s pretty genuine.
Good.
I have like, two, I have two favorite things
about Tufts, and I swap back and forth depending on my mood.
(Laughs) Uh huh.
So there are days when I wonder about the
$50,000 price tag.
(someone else walks in)

HA!

>> Can I have a cookie?

And that she had gone on this, like, junior G8
summit, and talked to President Bush and Tony
Blair, like one on one

Yes! Have multiple.

My god.

>> No.

Like, all these things. But she’s super modest
about all of it! And I didn’t even know, even when
living with her for a long time. Um. So everyone
just has a really cool story, and everyone here is
really smart and really talented, but they’re not
overbearing about it, either.

(Laughs)
>> But nice try.
Um, there are days when I wonder about the
$50,000 price tag and then there are days
when this big shot professor who’s won all
these crazy awards and who also happens to
have an earring and ride a motorcyle and have
a British accent and be awesome –
Oh my goodness.
But, he’ll sit down with me on a bench elbowto-elbow and spend like three hours of his day
dissecting caterpillars with me. So that happened sophomore year and I was like, “I love
Tufts! This is awesome!”

Yeah. At first I was frustrated because literally everyone has said “the people,” um, but then I was
like, “Oh no actually, it’s kind of great, because this
project is actually about the people.”
Right. (Laughs)
So like, it’s like, oh! Well. Okay! (Pause) What’s the
worst thing about Tufts?
The worst thing about Tufts. So my tour guide
answer is “the weather,” or “the hill.”

(Laughs) That’s a really Tuftsy club name.
Right! (Laughs) Right? And I don’t want to bash on
that particular club.
(Laughs)
But the clubs that I’ve gone to, they don’t seem efficient. A lot of them are sitting there, discussing
nothing. Or, they’ll spend an hour, like, deciding
whether or not they should… have another meeting! (Laughs) I just, I think that people, for all
the… they talk a big game, but then a lot of the
activities that are supposed to like get people involved or are supposed to do something are just
sort of disorganized and don’t have a driving purpose and they don’t accomplish much. And that’s
frustrating, because I came to Tufts assuming that
we would accomplish a lot, because you have all
these motivated, bright people… and, it’s kind of
fallen short. So instead, I do sailing and TDC!
(Laughs)
Things that are not trying to serve a higher moral
purpose, but are really fun.
(Laughing) What – what do you wish you had
known before coming to Tufts?
(Pause) Um… a lot of things. But that’s less spe-

Right, right.

I don’t know if that’s unsafe, or uncomfortable,
or…

from the start? And if so, what’s different.
I do! I think that I am still extremely rose-colored glasses and happy about
Tufts. I’ve had overwhelmingly positive experiences here. Um… obviously
I think with anything that’s no longer new, you know some of the ins and
outs, you know some of the disillusions, you no longer focus in Tisch…
(Laughs)
And you’re ready for new experiences and new challenges and I think that
if I hadn’t been meeting new people and trying new things, year after year,
it would start to get stale? Um so yeah I think I look at it a little less naively,
but definitely lovingly.
Like an old sweater. How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?
Now we’re getting into the – the next questions are meta-questions.
Yeah.
Just so you know. Shifting gears.
How does Tufts advertise itself… Well I think like doing the tour guide
thing for a while, I really, well I’m no longer doing tour guiding, and that
was more of a scheduling thing than anything, but I was getting burnt out
on doing it as much as I was at the beginning. And the reason that I liked
it so much at the beginning I think is that I loved Tufts, and could spend
forever talking about how much I liked Tufts, and nobody at Tufts wanted
to listen to me anymore!
(Laughs) Mhm.
Whereas, the further I got from being in a high school senior’s shoes, and
having to make that decision, the less I had in common with them and the
less I felt like I had to offer them. Um, but it does get, I mean, artificial and
scripted and I think that it’s interesting that Tufts tries really hard to have
these buzzwords, like that you were talking about. I think those emails that
we get from the President being like “I just founded a committee on diversity!” I never read those! Because I feel as though they’re not that genuine,
and I don’t know what the committee will do, (laughing) because I think
that it’ll just sit around at an hour-long meeting, deciding that we’re going
to meet again!
(Laughs) Hm, kind of like the Tufts clubs!
I know! (Laughs)
This is good. Alright. Um, why do you think that I’m doing this project?
(Pause) Knowing you, or just like, “why would anyone do this project?”
Knowing me, knowing me.
Um –
These next ones are incredibly narcissistic, so.
Okay! Um, I think, that… well, from what I’ve heard from your experience,
you started out loving Tufts and being like, Tuft’s biggest fan ever! (Laughing) And then I don’t know what jaded you
HAHAHAAHA

it’s sort of like, when you get too involved in any one thing, it’s like seeing
sausage being made, and then you’re like – (shocked face)

But um – no. I haven’t like, thought through, who’s
gonna see this viewbook

HA!

Hahaha! I think you have not said anything damning! Unless that poor, uh, initiative for the middle east
club… hears (laughs) hears about this…

So I think you got, like, too into Admissions and too into knowing how
Tufts is branded, and that, somehow….
(Laughs) Now I’m doing this!
(Laughing) Now you’re making a subversive viewbook!
Hahaha. Ohhh boy.
No but you like, saw the sausage being made, and how any university to
exist it has to be artificial and sell itself as something – it’s a little bit like
prostitution
Hahahaha!
(Laughing) Tufts is kind of whoring itself out! Like, to try to get students to
come here and stuff. And so I think you’ve done research into things and
found things that are a little unsettling, and want to… but I think it’s admirable that you’re interviewing a bunch of people and trying to get a bunch
of perspectives, you’re not just taking out your own… anger. (Laughs)
(Laughs) Thank you! Okay, uh… why are you doing this?
Because I love you.
Yay! (Laughing) Dude I’ve gotten that answer like four times I love that answer so much! It’s like, (Fanning self to avoid blushing) “Thanks, thanks! Ahh
I love you too!”

That, or the President’s diversity committee!
No no no no. They don’t care! Um, so this is good. So
that’s the end of the questions… now we should have a
conversation, if you want – just briefly, and then I’m
gonna go home and give people cookies I think, cause
I’m sleepy
Okay
Um, um, what do you want it to look like? Do you
want to give me full creative license or do you have images you want to include about like, what you do or
like, who you are? Like, I dunno. Like for example, we
have some kids who are drama, who are, I’m writing it
out as a script.
Ooo.
Um, so whatever. And you don’t have to answer that
now.
Okay. I will think about it, and you can think about
it…

(Laughing) Yay!

I’ll think about it too. I’m thinking something, like,
cause – cause I would like to incorporate how sciencey
you are, I think that’s really cool.

Yay! It’s true. I’m so glad you’re doing an interview, this is good.

Do you have any other athletes? You should ask some.

Yeah. But also because I think it’s a really cool idea, and I’m interested in
like, your big project. Because you’re one of those people who gets really
excited about one thing and I want to hear all about it! It seems really interesting. So, uh, I wanted to get more involved with it, and be a part of it.

Um and then also sailing, yeah cause I don’t – I don’t
have many athletes.

Hooray!

Right just, nature of the beast I think.

And it’s, it’s cool. It’s like, it makes me think about… myself. (Laughs) And
Tufts. And my relationship to Tufts. Which I’ve been thinking about lately
a lot, because I keep getting stuff from like, the alumni association?

(Laughs)

Right.

(Laughing)

Because I didn’t – I didn’t wanna, like, go out and like,
ask people, uh, like I didn’t want to like specifically –
cause this is what admissions does is like, specifically
find an athlete, or find a… so I’m glad, but yeah. Um.
So yeah if you wanna like, if there are images or things
that you wanna send in there… like, photographs are
always great.

“Tufts have done a lot of great things for me, but I don’t have any money!”

Okay.

(Laughs) “But get me money is not one of those things – yet.” Um, do you have
any reservations about participating in this project?

Some people don’t really want photos, but like, uh…
and I’ll, I’ll… what I’m gonna do this break is listen to
the interviews, transcribe all the interviews, and then
kind of map out each one. It’s gonna be a lot of work.

Oh yeah.
And I was like, “Am I really gonna give you money when I’m 22?”

(Laughs) No, and I think you still have positive experiences at Tufts.

(Long pause) Not really. I mean, it’s different talking to you with this thing
recording than I think I might talk to you, if it wasn’t like, “Okay! We are
done eating cookies, and now we’re gonna have to have an interview!”

I do, I do love Tufts.

Yeah, sorry. There’s a certain, like, formality that comes with the, with the…

And I think that you still really love Tufts. But I think that you… got…

Exactly. Which I think is appropriate and professionally, whatever. (Laughs)

Yeah.
But… I’ll map it out and then the week following
spring break the plan is to, like, inDesign it all, so you’ll
be getting a PDF of that and then, yeah. Probably dur-

ing that time I’ll probably be like “give me ideas!”
Like during spring break, you might get a call,
even though you’ll be in the woods, that’s like,
“I had this idea!” and like, “Can we do this.” So
yeah if there’s anything like, textual or imagistic
that you can think of that’s like… what’s also cool
about you is that you – if I may.
No, go ahead.
You do so many different things, and they’re all
so cool. Like, you do TDC…like it reminds me of
that quilt, actually.
Yes!
Like I wish we could, like, scan the quilt, like,
that’s such a cool thing.
(Laughs)
Um. So like, getting all of that in there, the collage
of a human being that you are, would be so cool.
The viewbook is all about the collage of a
school! At Tufts!
It is! It is.
(Laughs)
Um..,. okay. Gonna stop recording.
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Done by, like, the week after spring break. Okay! Brilliant. Um, so…
I’m gonna give you like the spiel beforehand.
Alright.
So, basically – I don’t know if you – did you see the PDF, too?
Yes. I liked it; it was cool.
Cool! Thanks. So that’s the framework, that we’re working in. We’re
kind of trying to like, this is the template that we’re using.
Right. It looks similar.
To mine?
Yes.
Thank you. That’s the goal! (Laughs)
I like it.
So… the two, like, big questions that we’re trying to answer with every
interview, um, is What do you want people to know about Tufts, and
What do you want people to know about you at Tufts? Um, so those are
like our big picture ideas.
Right.
So – you’ve seen the questions, you’re pretty primed. So, I’m… like, I’m
game for however you want to do this, like, is there something in particular you’d like to talk about, one that particularly stuck your fancy,
or…?
Um…
Or do you want me to just go down the list and I can just…?
We could do that.
Okay.
I – it doesn’t, it’s – I guess it goes to which do you find more important, getting each question answered, or like, the whole…
(Laughs) Um, getting each question answered is very at the bottom of
my list of goals.
Right.
Um, some people are just like, “Fuck the questions!” like, “Let’s just do
this instead!” Like this one kid, we just talked about physical theatre
the entire time. So I’m like, “Alright that’s cool! Great!” So like whatever
you want to do. Um.
Well I mean like is the point like, to get like a profile or is the point
to get, like, a… I guess like a final, columnated, resposnse? That you
could put into like one, section?
No. The point is to get a profile of Graham Starr.

Okay.
Yes.
Okay.
Um, the point is… yeah. Is to just kind of
show, like…(loses voice) (clears throat)
and it’s also to like, provide a forum for
like, whatever you want to say about the
school, basically.
Okay.
Um, so… I mean I guess I’ll just, I’ll just
go down the list and then if we, like if
something comes up, we can chat about
it. Okay. So. Describe yourself! Who are
you, and what do you do?
Uh, I’m – well, the stats part covers, like
– that stuff.
Right, right.
So, I’m… very into music. Very, very
much so. I don’t know if you saw – Edward Sharpe just posted a new track…

I saw! I saw you put it online, I didn’t listen
to it. I’m going to.
Yes. And the thing, the thing that I’m very
happy about is I am – other than the NJ
Underground, which is like a very, like,
low-key, not very followed, like, music blog
– I am the first music blog to post about it.
Wow.
Which is a big deal.
That’s a big deal!
That’s like, that’s like a big deal.
(Laughs)
So like, Underground posted it like, twelve
minutes before I did, so like, even though
they were first, they’re less… followed than
my blog.

Yeah so like music’s a big deal, for me. Politics
is a big deal, for me, specifically like, global
politics and foreign policy politics, so. That’s a
big deal. Science. I’m really into science. And
math. And stuff. And, I think, I think for me,
it’s like, I try to do everything because I want to
do everything. And I like… stuff.
And you’re pretty good at stuff.
I like, I like to think so.
(Laughs)
And I hope, I hope so.
Okay, no, it’s good. Also, think in your mind –
ha, “think in your mind, where else would you
think?” – um, but like, (coughs) another big part
of this project is like, how you’re represented.
Right.

Right, right.

So, like, so, if you have any ideas as to how to
incorporate all of that cool stuff, like.

So like, it’s good.

Right. Are you – do you

(Laughs)

So let’s talk about that, if you want.

I want to. I’m usually represented by – like, else was just like, “Write stuff!” and they much environmental stuff at Tufts, but envilike the way, I guess the caricature that you were like, “You can write or draw it,” and ronmental stuff elsewhere?
could develop of me
I’m like, “I’m gonna draw!”
Mhm.
Yeah
(Laughs)
Because like, I have, did I tell you about
Is sort of like, a guy with like, twelve arms And so I just like, I drew a mustache and a MEVO?
or whatever, trying to do everything at top hat, and then, they’re like, “You’re the
once, you know?
only one that drew something!” and I’m It was on your answering machine, but…
like, “I… that’s all right.”
Yes, yes it is! (Laughs)
(Laughs)
(Laughs) Um, okay. Uh, so if Tufts were goUm. Sort of bouncing off the walls, kind of, ing to do a profile of you, what would they What is it?
excited, eccentric… you know. Very, very highlight, you think?
So back in 2008, I helped found what is now a
much into everything at the same time.
Which has its perks, but like, also has it’s Um…probably the, if it’s specific to Tufts, 1,500 member non-profit!
downfalls. But like, yeah, I guess that’s like, probably the things that I am involved in.
Damn!
the caricature.
Mhm.
So, we do environmental stuff all around New
Uh huh.
So, uh, EPIIC…. the IGL, lots of the IGL… Jersey and New York City, and, um, usually
That many people, represent me as.
WMFO, which is really awesome –
about like, three events a month or so, uh…
back in 2009, we were Do Something’s Organization of the Year or something along those
(Laughs) I like that, I like that. You were also Yeah it is! (Laughs)
lines… and, then we just got another $500
part of, um, that thing that was on the like,
in the campus center? That thing that was It’s so cool, it’s like the greatest thing ever… grant, six months ago. So, that’s MEVO. And
um, other IGL stuff, probably… not so so I’m really involved in environmental stuff
like, “How do you see yourand I like environmentalism.
self / how do others see you?”
Yeah, yeah! I just drew a
mustache.
(Laughing) I saw that, that
was awesome!
I was the only one that drew
a picture! Cause everyone

That’s really cool!
And I’m into, like, activism,
and community service, and
helping clean up the planet,
and making a difference.

Super rad.
Yeah, that’d probably be in my profile.

Mhm. Um, okay so the next question’s like,
“Is this good or bad?” Which is kind of –

Yeah, I’ll say. Alright, um – is there a typi- Um, I think, I think what’s interesting is
cal Tufts student?
there aren’t – or at least, very, uh, established cliques. Like, you don’t have that. So
Um… I wouldn’t say there’s a typical Tufts even if there are groups, it’s not so much
student, but there is a typical, typical that they are exclusive, independent type
Tufts, like, I guess, mantra.
groups. So even if there are, I guess, that
kind of system, it’s not, it’s not bad by any
Uh huh?
means. I wouldn’t say it’s the greatest thing
ever, but I don’t think it’s bad.
Of, um… from my experience, you don’t
really find people who aren’t passionate So these next three, I find in the course of
about certain things?
these interviews it’s been strange, asking one
after the other after the other, so if you could
Right.
just describe either a sad or a strange or a
happy moment at Tufts, or all three…
Like, it’s not like, oh, the typical Tufts
student is, you know, the socially respon- I have a hilarious moment!
sible person who’s, you know, like, (affecting strong ‘valley girl’ voice) “I think that Oh, please tell me.
what you’re doing is like, indicative of the
patriarchy inherent in the system…”
And uh, I, I hope that the people this concerns are not here.
(Laughs)
Me too…? (Laughs)
Like, that person exists, but it’s not the
typical Tufts student.
But.
Mhm.

Okay.

Like, you have… you have stereotypes of,
of the IR major, of, you know, physics,
you have the stereotypes of, like, the majors and the educational personalities and
like, the archetypes but they’re not standard. The only thing that’s underlying it I
think is passion. About these things.

It’s like, it’s like a, it’s like a, it’s it’s, okay. So
this was about three weeks ago, this was
the strangest moment and also the funniest moment I’ve ever had at Tufts.

Uh… I, I’ve never liked labels.

And that was the strangest moment I’ve
had at Tufts.

Okay.

[REDACTED]
Do you feel like you’re a part of a particular group at Tufts?
That’s a very strange moment.

Mhm.

God! (Laughs) I don’t know if we can inBut, if there is, I think the IGL group. clude any of that!
Because you have, like, those kids, which
I think may lump me into it. But, um. I (Laughs) Probably not! But that was the
don’t know. I feel like, I mean this was strangest moment I’ve had at Tufts.
true even before Tufts, but like, trying
to… I feel like I’m a member of a bunch That’s amazing. Okay!
of different groups?
Um. (Laughs)
Mhm.
(Laughs)
So, uh, I don’t know. I mean, maybe. But,
I’m not sure if there is one.
Let’s see. Happy, sad moment… um. I don’t

know if I’ve particularly had a sad moment.
That’s good.
Um, I’ve had like, sad moments but not like,
saaaad moments, you know.
Right. Not equal in sadness to the strangeness,
per se, of that strange event.
Right, no moments of like, extreme happiness
or extreme saddness.
Right.

I’m generally happy on campus, usually. If I’m like, not feeling
happy I’ll just listen to “Janglin” by Edward Sharpe, and just like
walk around campus like that, like, “I’m happy now!”
(Laughs)
Um… I was happy when like, I got into EPIIC, and when I got
music director. Those were I was happy when you got music director too.
I was too. But, yeah. (Laughs)
(Laughs) Where is your home at Tufts? That’s kind of the same thing
as group, but they could be different.
Um… the IGL office.
Yeah.
Yeah. Cause like if anything’s – they kind of like, built a community, and I can just like, stop by, and like hang out there. It’s just
really nice.
(Yawns) Alright. Best thing about Tufts?
Um, no competition between students. Like, at all. Like, in my
high school, it wasn’t, like, a very prestigious high school at all,
and like, there – it was like, 250 students or whatever, but the like,
top ten percent was incredibly competitive, and I absolutely hated
it. And like, it got to the point where, um, like I was going to apply for like this summer internship or whatever, junior year, and
the kid who was first in the class told everybody who wanted to
apply for the internship also the wrong dates for the deadlines, so
that they couldn’t get it in. I ended up figuring out the right date,
and getting it in a day, like, an hour before, like the day it was
due. But like, that’s the kind of competition that my school had,
and like, this other girl in my class who, even though she got in
early decision to, uh, her top choice – my school has a thing where
if Ivy Leauges accept anybody, they only accept one person, and
like, that’s the quota for me school, so what she did was that even
though, like, she got in early decision she also applied to all of the
other schools so that other people wouldn’t get in and she’d end
up at the best school out of anybody in our grade. And like, I get
here, and like, nobody cares how anybody’s doing, and like, it’s
like, if you tell somebody your grades or whatever it’s like “Oh,
that’s great!” or “Oh, would you like some help?” or like
(Laughs)
(Laughs) Everybody wants everyone else to succeed, and like, I
haven’t had any situation with any competition whatsoever, and
it’s fantastic! And that’s my favorite thing about campus.
Um, what’s the worst thing about Tufts?
Um… hm. You have… hm. (Pause) It’s less of like, academically
it’s fine, but it’s more of I think a social standpoint that makes it…
you have a lot of bipolarity on campus, uh, for different, for different things. So like, you end up with – this sort of relates to, like,

the article that was posted a couple days ago, like, the like, “There is
no Racism at Tufts”
Yeah.
Um. But like, you end up having a lot of self-segregation on campus.
Mmm.
Like, what on paper seems like a lot of diversity, seems like a melting
pot or whatever, really isn’t. And you end up with situations of either
you have, like, the really really wealthy prep school kids all hang out
together, and like the not-so-wealthy public school kids all hang out
together, and there’s not really any integration whatsoever. So, um,
despite the fact – like, in order to actually have it you need to have,
like, some sort of community group or whatever that identifies with
like, theatre, or like, all doing the NEC, or something like that, and
that’s, that’s really the only way you’ll be able to hang out and like,
actually be friends with people who aren’t in your hall or that aren’t
like, in this specific social structure, sort of. Which I think is, I’m not
a fan of that.
Mhm. Um… “How do you feel about Tufts?” is the dumbest question
that I’ve ever asked. But if you want to answer it, you can.
How do I feel about Tufts?
Yep.
I like it. Um, there are certain things that Tufts could do better,
with, I think? Academically speaking. I think that there is not really – there’s a lot of push towards summer internships, and towards,
uh, career options and hooking people up with stuff, but there isn’t
really so much a push towards getting people connected with, like,
grad schools, or like, very specific grad schools, or getting people
with – there’s a big push on Fulbright, but not a big push on Marshall
Scholars, or on Rhodes, or on any of the other things. So anything
that could probably like help students it’s really being focused on.
Hmm.
And, um, a lot of the departments are still very much still in their
antiquated ways? Even in like, the strength of the IR department, the
strength of the IR department comes from the, in my opinion the
connection with Fletcher more than it comes from the IR department here. Because the Political Science and International Relations
departments here are still in their old, cold-war mentality. So it’s –
there are a lot of realists, which isn’t like, a problem, but it’s, the fact
that it’s still being taught as the old white man’s school of thought,
and not as the, um, 21st century statecraft.
Um, what do you wish you had known before coming to Tufts… a year
ago?
Um… hm. Probably that it would be a bad idea to only take Poly-Sci
classes first semester?
(Laughing) Oh my god! You did?
It was terrible! It was absolutely horrible. Because the whole time I

was planning on doing a double major in
like, Physics and International Relations.
So I was like, “Alright, first two years, I’ll
only do International Relations! And the
second two years, I’ll do Physics!”
(Laughs) That’s not how you do it!
And then I realized at the end of first semester, when I had like, three books and
three papers to do in a day, I was like,
“This is not working at all!”
Variation.
Yeah, so that’s why this semester I’m taking, like, half math and science, half polysci and language. So that’s, that’s like a
good – yeah so I wish I knew that. And
I also wish, like, I knew… like one of the
main problems I have is just the really terrible Physics and Astronomy department,
which is not focused at all on like, actual
science. Cause I ended up actually applying for Astrophysics
Ooo!
Because I was like, I like astrophysics and
international relations, those are the two
things I applied for, when I got here, I was
just like, “Okay, actually the department
here sucks, but at least I can still do IR…”
and then I got more into compsci anyway,
so it’s just like, hey, I like that more than
physics anyway.
Mhm.
So it ended up being okay, but like. I
wish I knew that the Physics department
wasn’t that good before coming here.
Ummm okay fourteen: “Have you ever felt
unsafe at Tufts?”
Uh, no.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now
than you did at the start? And if so, what
is different?
Uh, I feel more comfortable, with it?
Mmm.
Or it’s the same as like, coming to school,
and then you get like, “Oh! Starry-eyed!
I see everything’s new!” and now it’s just
like, I’m – I mean like, it’s comfortable.

Good. That’s how it should be. Um….(sings
song to herself) How do you feel about the
way Tufts advertises itself? For inspiration,
here’s this viewbook.
Um… hm! I think it’s very artistic. I think
it advertises it way more as a research university, which is good, because almost everybody I know is doing research of some
sort. Even I’m doing research of some sort!
Yay!
And I like the way it’s (looking in viewbook) – oh hey it’s Professor ***! – I like
the way it advertises itself, like this. Um…
sometimes I wish it didn’t focus as much
on sports as it does. And sort of, accept the
fact that it doesn’t have good sports?
(Laughs)
Cause like, a lot of – it just seems like,
“Tufts football!” and then like you go to the
games and there’s like, three people there
and they’re all like, parents of football players. Or like – nobody at Tufts cares about
sports, and like, I just wish that the school
– or like, very few people do, care about the
Tufts sports teams themselves, and like, I
think that either the school should accept
that and realize, like, okay, put more focus
into academics instead of, like, I dunno,
promoting the sports team –
Yeah.
Or, like work on getting the sports teams
better, for like, school spirit, or something.
Like, either do one or the other.
(Laughs)
Don’t be like, “We’re gonna put a lot of the
effort into the sports team but then only
advertise their academics!” like, if you’re
going to do one thing, do one and stick
with it. But yeah.

of along the same lines, you’re pretty much the
spokesperson for Tufts, or have been, for an
extended period of time. And like, you do art
and comics stuff, so this is sort of like the way
to merge them together.
Um… let’s see. Do you think I have biases in
conducting this survey? And if so, what do you
think those are?
Um…
And then tell me why you’re involved in this
project.
I think, I think that the second question answers the first one.
(Laughs)
I’m involved in this project because you have a
bias. You wouldn’t have involved in this project if – I mean I think like a lot of people, I
mean like, you’re not gonna ask people who,
you know, you’ve never spoken to before and
who you don’t really know, to be in the project. Which makes sense. But um… I think if
the whole project is to advertise Tufts, then
the bias of “we’re trying to advertise Tufts” fits
into the exactly what you want to do, so I don’t
think the bias in this situation hurts at all?
Mhm.
If you’re just trying to say, “Alright, I want to
put together this booklet, about, Tufts experience, good and bad…” getting in, might get
people who – I don’t know if you chose people
who were like, don’t like this school, like specifically.
Basically what I did was I sent out a call to everyone, and whoever said yes, I, I’m doing it.
Yeah.
That’s what it seems like. And a lot of people
aren’t gonna want to do this unless they have
strong feelings either way.

(Whistles a tune) Okay. Now the meta-questions! Okay. Why do you think I’m doing
this?

(Laughs) That’s – one other person was like, “I
think this book is gonna be biased, in that there
won’t be any boring people in it.”

Um, senior project?

Yeah!

It’s true.

And I was like, “Yeah, probably.”

And, um… since, I think, sophomore year,
you’ve been really involved with admissions, or something? And like, this is sort

Yeah, you’re not gonna have people who are
just like…

(Shrugs) “Eh!” (Laughs)
“I’ll totally do it, and tell you how much I don’t really care.” You’re either going to have people who like, really want to get the word out
negatively or positively, and not a lot of people who are just like, “It’s alright.” So I think that’s a bias, but not something that bad.
Mhm. Um… okay. Do you want to gain something from this project?
A PDF of the final product?
You will get a PDF of the final product.
Good. (Laughs)
And… uh…aahhhh okay the last few questions are like, are there any questions you would ask in a viewbook, or is there something I should
have asked, or like, another way I should have conducted this – this is kinda leading the way into like a meta discussion of like, like can I…
like, cartoon you, kind of how I want? Or are there images you want me to include, like, is there a way I could, like, include a music thing, or
like?
Make me look more attractive.
Okay.
Um…
Hard to do, Graham; hard to do.
Ah! (affected pompous voice) Ahaha! You’re too kind! (Laughs)

Name: Hyomi Carty
Year: Senior
Major: International Relations/ Peace and Justice
Studies
Hometown/Region: Keene, New Hampshire
Age: 21
Race: Japanese/Irish
Height: 5’10”
Sex: F
Gender: F
Sexuality: Straight
Religion: Unificationist
Average Parental Yearly Income: Not enough
Scholarship/Financial Aid: A good amount
Eyes: Brown
Hair: Brown
Interests: Tae Kwon Do, singing, fashion modeling,
human rights, international politics, learning about
other cultures
Activities: Singer for a funk/soul band, Tae Kwon
Do, fashion modeling
Political Views: Independent

(Laughs)

Describe yourself. Who are you? What do you do?

No but uh… I dunno. I think for the purposes of what you’re trying to do you didn’t really leave anything out. Um… yeah should I include
the like, eye color, hair color, whatever… I mean like that’s gonna be sent to you, after.

I am a hopelessly overstretched, overcommitted workaholic who likes to have my
hands in everything, much like an octopus. I am fiercely passionate about the
things I believe in, love the people in my life, and will never stop singing to the
tune of my own music.

Yes please.
Okay.
That’s the one thing that’s continuous on every profile, actually. It’s going to be like a little black box with a – and some people are like, super
fucking with that, like there’s one that’s like (laughing) three pages long, of stats.
Really?
Yeah.
Of like, just stats?
Yeah, just answering those questions. Like each one, like, they write like, a paragraph, and then there’s like – like some people, like, it’s fun.
Garrett’s last three for like, activities, political views, interests, whatever are just “Ha, Ha, Ha.”
(Laughs) That’s funny.
Well rad, thank you!

If Tufts were going to do a profile of you, what would they highlight? What would
it sound like?
Tufts would likely profile me as a student who wears many hats, as a Tae Kwon
Do martial artist, director of a fashion show, researcher on interreligious conflict,
mentor and tutor, worship music leader, funk/soul performer, etc. I love being
involved in a vast array of activities.
Is there a typical Tufts student?
I like to think that thez typical tufts student is one that strives to apply what they
learn at school to a career involving service for the greater good. I also like to
think that Tufts students are friendly, and more collaborative with one another
than competitive.
Do you feel like you’re part of a particular group at Tufts?

This is – I really hope everything goes well, and now you have all your tape, right?

I have friends in a variety of different groups and circles, so I would not be able
to contain myself in one, no.

Yeah.

Describe a strange moment at Tufts.
The day my Mormon professor served my underage class alcohol in broad daylight as Tufts tour groups walked by.

Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
The day of my birthday two years ago when all of
my residents threw me a surprise birthday party in
Houston Hall.
Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
The day I realized I wouldn’t be able to fit salsa, ballroom, and Essence into my extracurricular schedule, along with the other things I do.
Where is your home at Tufts?
The campus center.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
My friends. The spirit of excitement and passion for
learning.
What is the worst thing?
The level of ignorance about issues surrounding
race, class, and gender, and the perpetuation of
negative cultural stereotypes.
How do you feel about Tufts?
I love it. It’s helped mold me into who I am today.
What do you wish you had known before coming to
Tufts?
About Tisch and Synaptic scholars, and all the opportunities available through the Institute of Global
leadership. Tufts has way more resources and opportunities available than I’ll ever have the chance
to tap into now that I’m a senior, which I wish I had
been more vigilant about accessing when I was a
freshman.
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
Nope. I’m the one to bring the pain. I’m a bodyguard
out for hire.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did
at the start?
I still appreciate it for its diverse student body and
the incredible skills and perspectives that people
bring to the table, but I do find myself disappointed
by some of the students who call themselves tufts
students.

Name: Sigourney Akuah Norman
Year: 2012
Major: Political Science
Hometown/Region: Trumbull, CT
Age: 21
Race: Bi-racial, Ghanaian and White
American
Height: 5 ft 6
Sex: Female
Gender: Woman
Sexuality: Heterosexual
Religion: Christian, Protestant
Average Parental Yearly Income:
Scholarship/Financial Aid: yes. 2/3 is
paid by Tufts
Eyes: Light Brown
Hair: Beautiful and Curly
Interests: Politics, Fashion, Dance, Running, Ghana, Modeling, Meeting New
People, Leadership
Activities: (see interview question)
Political Views: Democratic, Liberal,
Progressive

…and all this because, these are weird and
formal.
Oh it’s fine.
Hello, testing…
Can we check to make sure?
Yeah we should.
How about I hold it next to my face? (holds
phone an inch away from her face)
Okay. Yeah that actually’ll be good. Yeah
that’s actually a good idea.
Cause if I go like – yeah if I go like this, and
then…
It’ll be good, it’s fine. It’s quiet enough here
that it’ll be fine.
(speaking into phone at different pitches)
Woah. Wooaoooa! Woooahhh. (Laughs)
(Laughs) All (laughs) all of this is going in.
Okay
Alright.
So I’m going to go through and ask you all
of these questions Okay. Cool.
And then if we get on a tangent, which I’m
pretty sure we will
I’m pretty – yeah, I know we will, we absolutely will, it’s not even a question.
Like, I’m really afraid that this interview’s
gonna be too long but like, I really kinda
want to make it long, but I want to finish
the book…
I mean, you can also… well, we both have
work to do, so we’ll just kind of like – we’ll
just see. We’ll see how much material you
have, when you’re through like, some of
the questions…
Let’s, let’s go through all the questions, and
then I can cut them out. I can, I can do it.
You’re worth it.
Oh, stop.
Okay. So: we’re in Tisch – I like to set the
scene, usually…
Oh also, how do I check to make sure this
is still working?
As long as it says “recording” on the top.

Okay. Cool.
Okay. (Coughs). So!
Mhm?
Number one. Describe yourself.
(Laughs)
Who are you and what do you do?
How would I describe myself? Awesome.
Um… I mean… that may sound ridiculous, but (Laughs) I honestly do think, that
(Laughing) No, I honestly do think that – I
don’t want to say, “Oh I’m an incredible person versus other people…”
Hahahaha
I think lots of people are incredible! At this
school. I honestly do think that. In fact, I
think everyone I’m friends with is incredible, because if I didn’t think that, I probably wouldn’t be friends with you. So. I think
that along with them I am also an incredible person. That’s also probably because
like, I just finished writing a cover letter…
(Laughs)
And you kind of have to get in that mindset where you’re like, “I’m the shit! And you
should probably hire me.” (Laughs)
(Laughs)
So that’s probably part of it. (Laughing)
Wait, wait. No. So, some basics of who I
am, there are so many ways you can define
that –
Oh, also, sorry. Also, there are, in the beginning there’s going to be this (points at
STATS) so you don’t have to go through all
that stuff, if you don’t want to. You can, you
don’t have to – but you can do some of this,
this stats thing.
I’ll just give some – I mean, I just think in
terms of who I am, you know, I would say,
well, you know, I’m powerful, I’m intelligent, I’m extremely ambitious, I’m experienced and practical, I’m gorgeous, I’m
friendly, I’m outgoing, I’m very caring…
those are the things I would use to describe
myself. I also think that the world sees me
and is like, “woman of color…” depending
on that person’s race, they’ll either identify
me just as a person of color or that I’m also
biracial. And then I think that, then, seeing
me as a person of color alters all of those
previous adjectives, like, “Oh, she’s really
powerful,” which is either, may be expected
or unexpected, for a woman of color, or
“She’s intelligent,” which may be expected

or unexpected, you know, “She’s outgoing,” which might be expected
or unexpected, you know? And, like, “She’s gorgeous,” which can be
defined in a variety of ways, where I may not fit for some people with
their opinions of women of color. So, I think that definitely – I think
to other people, that adjective is something that they notice first, and
then place upon me with everything else I’d use to desecibe myself,
whereas like from my own body, like, I just see myself as a person, and
all of those things just as any other person would.
(Pause) Hang on. (Fiddles with computer) Hang on. Next question is –
Do you need the plug from that thing?
No, it’s just freaking out.
Okay.
Actually, I could just access my email on that laptop.

Okay.
Next question – oh also what do you do?
What do I do? (Sigh) What do I do. So, um, Tufts I co-founded and coran a chapter of the Roosevelt Institute. Um. And the Roosevelt Institute campus network is a network of student think tanks at different
universities across the country, we’re actually 85 chapters across
the country, and what we do is we write policy and get published
nationally through our national headquarters, and the network empowers students to promote their own policies and also implement
them on the local, state, and at times even National Level. Um, I just
directed a charity fashion show, which raised money literally to save
Chinese orphan’s lives. Like, that is actually what the charity does.
Um, and we raised nearly 5,000 dollars, which was pretty awesome.
Um, and it involved managing 27 models, probably 20 people were
involved in production, different guest acts, um, different, oh, coordinating with like eight different designers, and also working with

three other co-directors, so, that was incredible and overwhelming and awesome. And, uh, I’m a mentor for the Africana Center,
so I have seven freshman who I mentor throughout the year… um,
throughout the year I’ve had a couple of internships, so first I was
interning with the Massachusetts Commission against discrimination, and then this semester with the governor’s internship program,
in the Scheduling and Advance Office with Governor Deval Patrick,
uh… oh and I have a work study job at the Fletcher library… um… Oh,
I love African dance, I also do that! I’m in the Kinewe African Dance
and Drumming Ensemble… I’m also in burlesque this semester –
don’t worry, I keep it classy. Mmmm… I’m pretty sure that’s it.
That was a lot of stuff.
(Laughs)
Hold on, I’m so sorry, I’m actually a mess with this computer.
That’s okay. Are you absolutely sure it’s recording?
You’re freaking me out – yes.
Can we check to see if it’s loud enough?
You’ll be fine. I’ve kept it on the floor and it’s worked.
Oh okay. Okay cool.
So the next questions are up. If Tufts were going to profile you, how
would it look?
If Tufts were going to profile me, they would be like, “This girl does
all this impressive stuff! And she’s black! (in high singsong voice) Oh
my Gooood this is amazing!”
(mirroring voice) I wish I could convey your tone of voice right
noooowwww!
(Laughs) Yeah so, I mean, actually I have been on Tufts April Open
House panels, and the panels are definitely like, strategically chosen. So, there was one panel where there was me – and I’m this girl
who’s like, clearly a woman of color, but I’ve also, you know, like,
co-founded this student policy organization, which I run, on campus,
that’s like the main thing that – well, one of the main things that I’m
going to talk about, because it just so happens that that experience
was motivated by a senior at Tufts who inspired me to get involved,
who herself was inspired to get involved in Roosevelt by a Tufts
alumni named Simon Rosenberg, and so it’s like, “Look at what
Tufts does for you! Oh my God! And she’s black! Isn’t that crazy?!”
And then, like, otherwise, they’ll have – like, they have to have some
normal, like, white straight guy, and some like, random white girls
who like, are Jewish, and they can like, talk about Hillel, because
like, parents really like when you talk about that… and then there’s
always like, you know, someone who’s like, Latino, and they’re, you
know… someone who’s gay… gotta balance, so everyone is safe at
Tufts. And, you know, to be honest I feel like, on the one hand it’s
like, I’m glad that they do try to represent different people because
it’s like, if I was a prefrosh and I went to one of those panels and
I saw just like, six white kids sitting up there I’d be like, “Really?
There’s something about this, and I’m really excited, but…” I don’t
know if that would really work for me. But on the other hand, whenever you’re doing something for Tufts, you… you… on the one hand,
you get to empower, like, individual students by them seeing you
and knowing that. Like, I can come here and I can be successful and
I can enjoy myself,” but at the same time, you are being used by the
university because they are choosing you because you have positive
things to say. They’re not choosing other people who have also done

***Attached are a picture that is with me and Hyomi,
but can you please cartoon me the way I am in that picture, as in dress style and hair? Just by myself, and with
a strong stance, with hands on hips, and have the dress
be grey, not solid black because that will probably come
out better in a cartoon.*** - SN
very impressive things here, but have negative things to say about the
university. So, yeah one of the panels, I was actually speaking while
there was a student protest going on where students either wore shirts
that said, “Ask me what it’s like to be a person of color at Tufts,” or
“Ask me what it’s like to have white privilege at Tufts.” And, you know
– that was a very small group of students because, you know – I ended
up learning that they kept it small just in order to kind of make sure
that the idea of it happening wasn’t going to be leaked by somebody
accidentally, which was like, totally cool – but it was definitely strange
to be like a person of color and then see this happen. Um, very strange.
Because I definitely felt caught between two worlds, and I think arguably it’s like, being a successful person of color is in itself a protest
against white privilege. But at the same time, when you don’t have the
opportunity to acknowledge the role of white privilege in your own life,
that’s also somehow disempowering to you. And I also did something
else for Tufts; I was on their “Many Stories, One Community” panel,
which was a thing where they have people of all different backgrounds
talk about how they found themselves at Tufts, and the freshmen are
like, “Oh my God! I’m gonna find myself too!” and it’s like, “Oh my God
I’m so inspired right now!”
(Laughs) I was inspired!
But like, when I saw it I actually became really inspired, seriously. I actually, in fact, as a freshman, dreamed of being on the “Many Stories,
One Community,” panel one day, after I so-called “found myself,” and
I actually got to be on it! Which was crazy! So, that was an experience
where I got to talk about being biracial, what that means to me, and
how, how I was able to come to a point of self-assurance within that
identity that does definitely, you know, straddle two worlds, and sit in
between groups, so to speak. So, um, that’s a type of thing where, you
know, it’s another one of those situations where Tufts is kind of using
you? But, I was actually kind of impressed with their choices, at least
this past year, because they did include people – not on my panel, but
on other panels, which they also had – where people didn’t necessarily
have positive things to say at Tufts, and a lot of people said, you know,
“My experience being Latina on this campus was really difficult, hearing students talk about the help they had in their house, and like, my
mother is a housekeeper, which made it difficult for me to adjust to…”
um, you know. So I felt like on that situation they were a little more wiling to show what Tufts was like, but also the people there have already
decided to come here, they already have their tuition for this year, like,
they’re not leaving. Tufts isn’t losing. So, it’s to their advantage to show
different sides. So. Yeah I guess that’s how those things have been.
(Checks list) Hm! Is there a typical Tufts student?
Woah.
Yeah.
Woah, is there – woohahh,, big question. You know, I would say that
the… hm… stereotypical Tufts student is involved in like, five different
things all the fucking time. And like, doesn’t sleep, and is just like, you
know, on the treadmill, like, doing their reading and then, like, going

to run some sort of dance practice while doing like, Econ homework at
the same exact time – not really, but. And I think – I think there genuinely are – I remembering being a freshman and being so impressed
by all the people who got accepted to Tufts! Like, all the things they did
in high school, all their different backgrounds and world views – because my town is so homogeneously white, and just… the same type of
mentality that like, even with al the white privilege that any person at
Tufts can have, just the fact that every person is from a different part
of the country and had different, um, and was like, actively interested
in some sort of academic pursuit, in some way, was a very different
thing from my high school. You know. I think they really do accept intelligent people; they really do accept very capable people, people who
have acacemic – some level of academic curiosity, and people who are
ambitious, and passionate and do a lot of different things. Um, with
that said, I think for the people at Tufts who don’t do five things, who
do one or two, I’m sure that is really overwhelming. I think I always felt
at home here because in high school I was like, that overachieving girl,
and it was like, “Oh she’s really nice and cool, but that’s kind of annoying that she does so many things! And gets As! Like, shut the fuck up,
couldn’t you just stop?!”

harder when you’re a person of color and you don’t know other types of
people. Cause it just like, there’s like, what, seventy black people in my
grade? So if that’s, like, the main group that you know, it’s just going
to be harder to do things. Um, but yeah that’s how I would describe the
whole group thing.
Um, number five is “is this good or bad,” which you already said. Uh, sixteen: describe a – these next three, like, don’t ever get good answers,
but I’m going to ask them anyway –
Okay.
Describe a strange moment at Tufts.

(Laughs)

Ooo. Strange moment. The first thing that came to my mind was freshman year when this kid was like, “Sigourney, you’re so cool, because
I’ve never had black friends before, so you’re my favorite black friend.”
And like, we weren’t actually really friends; he just like, kind of knew
me because we both lived in Houston Hall, and he was like, so excited
to know a black person, it was like, “Oh my God, awesome, you’re the
millionth white person I’ve met in my life. So cool!” And then, um, it was
like one of those micro-aggressions where it was like, totally intended
as this like, complimentary thing but it’s actually like, you are making
me feel like I’m so different from everybody else because you’re making the fact that I’m black like this huge fucking deal, and it shouldn’t
be! And then, after that all these like, white kids, literally four people
proceeded to put their separate hands on my hair, because they were
really excited –

Which is also kind of weird, but for me –

Wait that was the same night?!

You thrive. (Laughing) You thrive in that though.

Yes. Because they were really excited to touch my black hair. Um, my
hair’s actually really fucking awesome, but that does not mean I want,
like, four different people, like, touching it! Um, and, while this like…
white kid I was interested in is like, watching me being petted by other
white people? It was like, they actually made me feel like an alien,
which was very strange. Yes. I don’t know what’s stranger! Like, I don’t
know if it’s stranger for me feeling like an alien, or if it’s – I think the
strangest part is like, they thought that that was normal! And acceptable! (Laughing) Like, when is it ever acceptable to just like, put your
hand –

(Laughs)
But then here it was like, oh everyone’s just like that so it’s not weird,
it’s just like – it’s almost like a competitive, like, “Oh I’m so stressed!”
“OhmyGod I’m more stressed!”

For me it’s been nice because it’s like, oh, it’s acceptable, normal, and
encouraged to be doing other things. And I’ve never thought that it was
openly competitive the way that other schools seem. Kind of a healthy
level of competition, in terms of “Oh, this person is looking into that
opportunity; I didn’t even know that existed, so I should probably look
into that too,” versus like, “Oh my God, that person got a 95 and I got
a 94 and now I want to kill myself,” you know? But yeah I’m sure for
like people who only want to do one or two things, it’s probably really
overwhelming.
Number four: do you feel like you’re a part of a particular group at Tufts?
No. I do not think I am part of a particular group at Tufts. I have never
been – I think that that can be, on an individual level, and on a societal
level. So, I’ve never been a cliquey girl, ever. That’s a thing that girls do,
but I don’t do that. So, I’ve always had different groups of friends. So,
I would say, probably have at least like four different groups of friends
that I see and like, seek out on a regular basis. And I would say, on a
societal level, being biracial, I would not categorize myself in one specific group, because I have a unique heritage. My father’s from Ghana,
my mother’s white, and like, every biracial person can be – biracial or
multiracial – can have any combination of racial backgrounds, from
many different ethnicities. So it’s not even like, that group of people
– we have similar experiences, but it’s not like we literally have the
same culture, cause it’s just, so much has to do with how you’re raised
and where your parents are from, what part of the country you’re from.
Um. And so I would say I probably have, you know, different groups
of friends with regard to our interest, and what we like to do for fun,
and at the same time I also have different group of friends in terms
of, like, I have different cliques of white friends, different cliques of
black friends, different cliques of Asian friends and of Latino friends.
Um, which I think I’m very blessed to have – I think there are a lot of
white people who don’t have that, which is sad, and I think there are a
lot of black people who don’t have that, which is sadder, because it’s

(Trying to keep a straight face) I don’t know, when I know someone only
tangentially – not well, but like, a minor acquaintance –
(Cracking up) Mhm?
I find it helpful to just, you know, reach out…
(Laughing) And touch their hair? Like, when is it acceptable to put your,
like – they were literally people I don’t know, like touching my hair – to
put your hand on someone else’s body?! Like, on their head? Like I
don’t – anyway I think that was the strangest part, and the that that kid
thought it was normal and acceptable to tell me that he was excited
that I was his first and best black friend. Like, I guess, if you have no
others, than I would be the best one.
(Laughs)
Like, the fact that they thought that was normal is actually the strangest thing, to me.
(Laughs) Desribe a happy moment at Tufts.
Oh, a happy moment at Tufts! That’s so hard, because I actually feel
like there are a lot!

are people like this? Oh yeah… there are people like this, but I’m
just not friends with them.” Um, and I have a lot of friends, so
that also does say something. Like, I know so many people at this
school, and so many of them are honestly like, amazing people,
so I’d have to say that, yeah.

It’s not hard! It’s when you met your roommate.
Oh, right. When I first met my roommate,
Chase, obviously.

What’s the worst thing about Tufts?

Right.
No but there are so many – there are obviously so many happy moments at Tufts.
Um. Hm… (sigh) uh, oh man. I don’t know!
Cause I feel like there’s, you know, there’s
academic happy moments where you’re
just like, “My GPA was so awesome” and
it’s kind of like, “Oh! I’m so excited!” but
it’s also like, you kind of died to make that
happen, and so, yeah you’re happy but it’s
also kind of like, relief at the same time?
And then there are the, like, silly, you
know, partying type of moments where
you’re all tired, and just a little drunk, but
you’ve had a great time going out and a
really amazing time with your friends….
And then there are just like, the random
laughing at two in the morning times,
when you’re just so stressed that everything is just hilarious, and those are some
of your like, most fond memories with
your friends. And like, I guess on that note
I’ll have to say – nearly all, this semester,
nearly all the planning meetings with the
other LUX directors, because we would be
planning until like – we would be planning
and we would be doing things for like, two
or three hours a night, and we would just
be so silly. Um, and it was three girls and
one guy involved, and the directors. And
poor John had to deal with so many girl
conversations that – I have to say, that
could be a source of some of the happiest
moments at Tufts. But that doesn’t even
incorporate all of them.
Hm. Uh… describe a sad moment at Tufts.
(Sigh) Hooo. A sad moment at Tufts.
Hmmm. Well… Hm. Hm Hm Hm Hm. Hm.
I think… one of the saddest moments for
me at Tufts was – the semester after I
came back from abroad, I had a variety
of things to balance in my life, so, um… I
was recovering from having experienced
a traumatic event, and in addition to that,
coming back to Tufts I was having some financial issues, so there was just like, one
day where I didn’t have – like I didn’t have
enough money to buy more notebooks.
Cause I was just like – I knew I would have
money, but I was just like, waiting for it, so
I had like one notebook that I was using
for all my classes. And I knew that after
the second week, it was going to be okay,
but then, um, and then like one of my
professors said he would put a book on
reserve and he didn’t. And as it happened,

like, I ended up getting money like the
week after I thought I was going to, and
so I just kind of like broke down and just
like, cried to my mom because I was so
upset! Because it was one of those things
where I was like, this is a moment that
is clearly going to pass, but there are just
so many things happening in my personal
life, and then to financially feel like I can’t
even just do the basic work that I’m supposed t be doing right now, even though I
want to, and then like, struggling to have
that – Like I work so hard to have the energy to, like, focus on this right now, and
I can’t even do it, because my professor
who said he was going to put something
that I need on reserve isn’t? I think like,
that was like a passing moment but it was
like the epitome of the most stress a person can have while being a student. So,
that was probably a sad moment at Tufts.
Where is your home at Tufts?
Hoo! I think… jokingly, my home… I think
I have multiple homes. One home is literally Tisch library, like, it actually is because I come here in between my classes,
I come here after my club meetings, like,
I stay here until late at night…um last semester I would actually be here until three
on a semi-regular basis. Um, so… and I
genuinely have friends who I’ve become
friends with through the library. Like, we
would see each other studying a lot and
then, and decide to hang out outside of
Tisch. That’s actually it. I’ve literally been
hit on and hit on people in the library, so
clearly like, that’s also, you know, another
dimension that also exists in the library.
Um, so, like jokingly, but kind of seriously, I might as well pay rent to Tisch. Um.
Then, also, I would say… that when I actually am in my house, that I’m supposed
to live in, and like, everyone’s there – not
just when I’m there, like when I’m there
by myself it’s just a place where I sleep,
but when all of my housemates are there,
especially when I’ve known most of them
since freshman year – is also a second
home. And then, I’d also say that Africana

Center, like Capen House, is a second home,
because it’s like, there’s a center, and then
it’s literally a house. So there’s a kitchn
there, and a refridgerator there, and there’s
like, there’s just always people there, so you
can always just stop by, garenteed there’ll
be someone for you to chill with. Plus there’s
study rooms, so you can just like – you
can go and study, and like, separate yourself from society, and then come out into
the kitchen, make some tea, and see your
friends, and like, go back. And so those are
probably the three places I spend the most
of my time on campus.
What is the best thing about Tufts?
Oh my God, what is the best thing about
Tufts.
It’s kind of a bad question.
(Sigh) No, I think that’s definitely a question
they would ask you! Like, what, like, parents
would ask you. I don’t know what the best
thing about Tufts is! Um, especially since I’m
about to graduate, it’s like I haven’t really
even considered the best thing about Tufts,
but I think what I’d have said when I was
younger, you know, is the people. There are
honestly, so many amazing individuals that
I’ve had the opportunity to meet at Tufts,
and even the people who I literally think are
far less than amazing have also been people
who have… uh… helped me to learn a variety
of things about myself through my interactions with them. And one thing I’ve actually
– like, senior year, you just kind of surround
yourself with all the people you’re close to,
so I’ve actually forgotten that there are like,
people who are kind of shitty here.
(Laughs)
Like I literally forgot they existed, cause I just
don’t interact with them. Like I’m sure I speak
to them in passing, but I don’t talk to them
about their political views or their like, racial
views, so it’s like I just don’t even realize that
they’re around, and then sometimes I’m forced
to interact with them and I’m like, “Wait, there

The worst … thing … about… Tufts. You know, I don’t know, because I feel like a lot of people will say, “Ugh,” you know, “There’s
all this awfulness with like, white privilege,” and like, “Dadadadada, people are racist,” and you know, people are racist! And
there are also racist people in the world, and like, to me Tufts
is just a microcosm of the world, future workplaces, like, future
everything. Um, and I think one great thing about Tufts is that
we do have really great avenues for addressing issues, so even
if certain people on campus won’t admit that something is an
issue, other people honestly will believe it is. And that – when
it comes to race that’s true; as a woman, when it comes to, um,
like your personal security, safety, violence against women, that’s
also very true, um, and as a student you have access to different…
like, the Women’s Center, any of the culture centers, you have
access to Health Services, you have access to, um, counseling,
you have access to all these different things that help to support
you through the negative things that just can happen as a result
of people, who are outside of your control. And, uh, furthermore,
you know, some administrators suck, but some administrators
really do have your back, and I feel like I’ve always been able to
find a group of administrators who were looking out for me, and
as a result I’ve never felt like … I couldn’t, like I couldn’t overcome
any barriers to resources that I may… be more likely to have. So
I don’t know if anything – if like the worst thing about… I don’t
think there’s anything that’s so bad about Tufts that doesn’t exist
anywhere else.
Um, how do you feel about Tufts? That’s a dumb question.
Oh, I forgot to add: one of the worst things about Tufts – this is
a joke, because it’s just funny – is that people are so awkward!
It’s so weird. Like, I’m not an awkward person, but – or like, if – I
don’t know I feel like some things in life may be more likely to
be awkward, but the people here actually like (laughing) do their
best to increase the level of awkwardness?
(Laughs)
And I don’t know why, but um, that may be like – as a joke, like
on a non-serious level, the worst thing about Tufts (laughing) Also
the fact that people –
(Cracking up) That “people don’t casually date?” You say that a lot
No! …People don’t really dress themselves? (Laughs)

Hahahaha
Like, no people are honestly, it’s like, we study so hard that some people
just don’t really care, and that’s fine, but then, at the same time, like, I
don’t – like, people do this thing where they complain about how the opposite sex, like, isnt that attractive, or doesn’t dress themselves very well,
and that’s kind of like, I’m sure if everyone put in, like, two more minutes
into considering what they look like before they left the door, both sides
would probably improve their opinion of that the other side, like, looks
like. So that’s not a serious thing, but just on like a joking level, that’s
actually something (laughing) very noticeable about our school. (Laughs)
I don’t know what you’re talking about. I am *oozing* style right now.
(Laughing) No but you do have style cause it’s like –
(Snort laughs)
No no no you have a style that fits your personality! And like, you think
about what you’re going, you think about what you’re going to wear to
make it fit with who you are, other people just, like they literally just
lack that as a capability. Which is surprising, because if you can analyze
all these other things, I feel like you can analyze, like, things outside of
sweatpants.
(Laughs)
But I’m apparently wrong. (Laughs)
(Beat)
(Laughing) … We’re just gonna pretend that was your answer for “how do
you feel about Tufts.”
Hahaha
What do you wish you had known before coming to Tufts?
Ooo! What do I wish I had known before coming. … (Sighing) Hummm!
I think I … hmmmm. Hm. Hm. I don’t, I don’t know what I wish I knew! I
think – (short sigh). This is gonna sound – maybe this sounds dumb, but
I actually like wish I knew what the, um, the time set is for you to start
like looking for internships and doing that kind of thing. Cause when I
was a freshman like, I didn’t start thinking about that until many, uh,
all the paid opportunities and deadlines had already passed. So I pretty
much like, couldn’t do those cause I just like, can’t afford to do something that’s not paid. And whereas there are people who their like, private
schools – cough. Cough. – set them up with internships their senior year
of high school, so like they already knew how that worked, and I just
didn’t, so that – it was just weird, to be like, I’m coming in and there are
people who are like, already have had a real internship. Like, how did
you do that? Oh, you went to a pricate school, well, fuck you. So, I kind of
wish that I knew that? I think compensating for that definitely took some

work. Um. So I guess if I just realized that a little bit more, but I don’t
know if there’s like one specific thing I would say I wish I knew before
I came here.

Have you ever felt unsafe, at Tufts. Um… yeah I have. Um, I would say
that at Tufts I have felt unsafe when interacting with a very low number,
but still existent, individuals who are male. In their interactions towards
me. I definitely think people think that in a school that talks about,
like, quality of women, and feminism, and dadadadada, that sexual
assault probably doesn’t happen here, but I’ve definitely been in situations where I have felt unsafe and where situations easily could have,
um, been more dangerous for me than they even were. So. And just for
the fact that, like, bad things do happen to girls at Tufts, and so, like,
you can be in a situation where, like, being sober, you know like, “Okay
I actually need to, like, get out of here, now.” Um, and onviously I don’t
think that when a girl is under the influence, it’s her fault, like, I don’t
believe that whatsoever. But it’s also kind of like, just a situation where
I know, “Wow, if I was in that situation in a slightly different state, at a
slightly different time, in a slightly different location, like, I don’t know
how it would have ended up, or even just being at a party and having
someone approach you in a way that is like, inappropriate, just is really
scary. So, that has happened here.

to see, um, I’m more likely to understand, um, how subtle forms
of racism work, and the fact that they exist really in al institutions,
really in our lovely one, such as Tufts. And I think in addition to that
I’ve also definitely, like, screened – like, as I mentioned, like I forget
that there are people who just, like, have kind of shitty views about
the world, because I just don’t interact with them. So it’s like, in a
meaningful way, yes I work with them in class and I say hi to them
and I go to parties with them, because I don’t know what everybody
thinks. But the people who are all at some level of closeness with
me get it. And because I know how to articulate myself, it’s like, as
I’m forming friendships, I tend to form friendships with people of all
different colors who also can articulate those views. Um, and I tend
to kind of move away from the people of all different colors who
disagree with those views actively. Or who are just somehow resistant to listening to what I have to say. Cause I never felt like, “Oh my
gosh, white people should know what my experience is like.” They’re
obviously not going to know that shit; they’re white. But like, I can’t
be around people who will invalidate my experience, or just be like,
unwilling to listen to it. And be open to their implicit spot as a person
of privilege, um, and most people are privileged in their identity in
some way. And I cant really be around people who arent preared
to do that. because I’m willing to accept, like, my place of privilege
versus others, whether it’s like, in terms of, I don’t know, like, sexual
identity or gender identity or socioeconomically, or in nationality,

actually do that. So, I think, you know, active citizenship, they advertise it in a way
that makes them look awesome, but I think
everyone here actually does, like, have that
active citizenship within them and stands
up for what they believe in, whether they believe in something that makes the university
look good, or something that points out the
flaws in the university.

Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at the start?

How do you feel about how Tufts advertises itself?

I obviously feel different, because I’m a senior, and it’s just like – I don’t
even think about – it’s just so different, because so much of my mind
is focused on getting a job, like, I think my mind is divided into the following categories: getting a job, doing enough school to maintain my
GPA and nothing more, and spending time with the people who matter
before I leave. That’s literally the only thing I think about, so… um, I
mean I think that… hm. How, how has my opinion changed. I think that
when I first came in, I was just like, literally just astounded by the number of different people who were here that I met, and I’m extremely
outgoing, so like, throughout all of Tufts I’ve had the opportunity to
just keep meeting so many amazing people; I think as a freshman that
was probably the most astounding thing, because when you’re in high
school you’ve spent from possibly middle school to elementary school,
and high school with the same group of people, so then like, always
being around new people and new ideas is like, a very exciting thing.
Um. But I think that over time, I think I have definitely, as I’ve become
more racially aware of myself, I’ve definitely been able to place myself
more in relation to others and how – especially being a person of color
on this campus, now it’s like I have the vocabulary to like, to articulate
the different forms of racism I experience. And when I was younger, I
didn’t – I knew what was happening, I just didn’t – I literally lacked the
words to validate my experience to others. Like, I didn’t know how to
explain what was happening. And when people who are doing something racist to you are ignorant of what they’re doing, or like, they kind
of know, or like, they know, but they actually think what they’re doing
is okay – like, you don’t have the vocabulary to tell them, “No, this is
why you’re wrong, this is why you should probably shut the fuck up,”
then it’s like, you’re just – you can try to defend yourself, and you do,
but at the same time, you’re always wishing you said more because
you know that person still doesn’t understand what you’re trying to say.
And when you have the vocabulary for it, you really can fully explain
yourself, and someone can choose to reject that or not, but if they reject that then you know it’s because of their denial of themselves, not
because, like, you are wrong. Or you’re invalid, or you don’t know what
you’re talking about. So, I think having that lens has definitely made
me more likely to see Tufts differently, because I’m just more likely

You know I think the whole active citizenship thing, it’s super corny,
but I actually do think it’s true. I don’t know if its cause we’re all like,
drinking the water or if it’s like, it attracts people who like, eat that
stuff up before they come here, so even if they like, think that it’s
bullcrap they still are like, people who care about the world and do
active things.

(Smirking) I think, I think Chase has a little
bit of white guilt. Um, but I don’t think, I don’t
think it’s just like, “Oh God, I’m white and I
feel so guilty and ahhh oh my God!” I think
Chase is doing this because, um, you know,
she represented the Admissions department for a while, and drew comics for them,
and there’s actually a video of me and her,
and it’s like…

Okay, number fourteen. Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?

***Capitalize “G” in God for Sigourney when spelled out in

Yeah.
So I’d say, like, you know Tufts likes to advertise, like, active citizenship as like, “Oh my God! I graduated from Tufts and now I do the
Peace Corps!” or like, “I graduated from Tufts and I work in Somerville, and I’ve improved the lives of all these local people!” and like,
that’s really patronizing and dumb. But! Or, you know, like, “I’m an
active citizen and I did this this and this!” But at the same time, like
– okay, so, I co-founded and ran a student policy organization, which
is like, clearly an active thing, like, being very politically active. Like,
there are still, you know, even like the greek life here, they actually
really do try very hard to do fundraising for important causes, like,
um, the different religious groups, like TCF and Hillel also do a lot
to do a lot of work within the local community, there’s like, the tisch
college of active citizenship, which like, has Tisch scholars, which
has like, internship programs… um, and, you know, there are people
who are active citizens because they are, you know, like, engineers
who do research over the summer and it’s like, they’re near-geniuses, coming up with all these really cool things that can be used in
the future to help people. And then there are people who are active citizens because they protest the adminstration, because the
administration is not having an Africana Studies major, or they’re
not doing this or not doing that, and you know, I have like, one of
my friends personally is responsible for changing Tufts’s sexual assault policy. Cause it used to be really shitty, and she lead a group
of students who actually like, fought against Bruce Reightman, like,
the dean of students, to change, like, to re-write our legal policy!
And she did that when she was between her sophomore and junior
year, when she was nineteen and twenty?! Like, that’s something
that Tufts isn’t going to advertise, like, (affecting authority voice) “Oh, Tufts had a really
shitty sexual assault policy, and then a student
comic*** - SN
had to change it!” Awkward! But like, students

Okay, now – the next like, ten are like really
meta.
Mmm.
So just so you know. Number nineteen! Why
do you think I’m doing this?
Why do I think Chase is doing this. Well… I
think Chase – do you have a little bit of white
guilt?
(Chase indicates a very small amount with
her finger and thumb) Poquito.

And it’s adorable!
And it’s actually really cute, and like, everyone sees it, people, like, know – there are
random freshmen who like, know who we
are from that video who we don’t know! Crazy! Actually just today, one of my, one of the
freshman I know from, like, one of the black
freshmen I know from being a peer advisor
was like, “Oh, do you still live with that girl?”
Hahahahaah
And I was like, “Yeah I do!” And she was
like, “Her name’s Chase, right?” and I was
like, “Yeah,” and she’s like, “Is she from
California?” and I was like, “Yeah!” and she
was like, “Oh yeah I see her at the airport!”
(Laughs)
I think I waved to her! She’s in my class this
semester, yeah.
Emani?
Oh actually I don’t think that’s her.
She’s black and she has braids? She’s really
pretty? Her mom came up to you and was
like, “Aren’t you in the video?”
OH MY GOD THAT WAS HER MOM?!

(Laughs) Yes.
That made my whole life!
(Laughs)
(Laughing) Like actually that was the best thing
ever. She told me I was going to be famous.
(Laughs) That’s so cute!
Yeah she was like, “You’re gonna be famous, I
can tell! I work for Hollywood.” And I’m like, “I
LOVE YOU. And now I feel famous.” (Laughing)
Anyway.
Yeah, so people who know that, and I’m sure
that video is like, “Oh look at this black girl and
this white girl getting along! Oh my God it’s so
cool they’re so friends ahhhh” Like, I’m sure
that, that was also a thing that totally appealed
to Tufts, it’s like, “Racial harmonyyy, ohmiGod!”
Um and it’s like, “Well, that’s only because
Chase is totally down and like, gets it – there
are a lot of white people who I probably would
be like, ‘Please stop,’ like, ‘I don’t want to live
with you.’” So, we didn’t get to say that in the
video.
Ha!
Cause like, you know. But – so, Chase did all
this stuff for Tufts to advertise it and make it
seem like an amazing place. And we were living together sophomore year, when she was
taking – was it “Race in America?”
It was “(Un)Making American Identities,” which
is like, the same.

She was taking “(Un)Making American Identities,” and there were times when Chase
would come home from class – and you can
erase this, if you want to not tell people
No it’s fine!
– and cry, because she felt like, you know,
“I’ve loved this school so much and there are
other people who hate it here, there are other people who are suffering here, and like,
I’ve been able to enjoy this school because
of who I am and where I’m from and the privileges I’ve had, and other people just from,
who they happen to be or where they happen
to be from or the resources they have, have
had a horrible experience.” Well, how do you
reconcile that? Like, I don’t think people – I
think any time you’re in a place of privilege,
it’s not like, oh, you need to apologize for the
fact that you belong to the majority or like,
the group in power, when that’s where you
are.” I think that the best thing you can do
is acknowledge other people’s experiences,
and validate them, even if it implicates you
within this group that has done, like, persecution in the past. Like, not that you personally do it. But you’re a part of a group that
does. Or like, you’re part of a system which
just like implicitly makes things easier for
you than another person, so if you just, like,
acknowledge that, that’s like the most important thing that, in terms of race, that any
white person can do. And um, like from my
perspective, because I’m biracial, and because of my particular, like, ethnic mix, I’ve
phenotypically become, like a light-skinned
woman of color with quote-unquote “good
hair,” aka hair that like, looks more white

than black, or is like, discernably has like a white-ish texture to
it? And as a result, like, I’m treated differently by white people
than darker-skinned black people, and I’m treated differently by
black people than, like, as a light-skinned person, than as a darker-skinned person. And, like, when that is relevant to any certain
experience, like, I feel the need to acknowledge that, because
I’m not gonna pretend, like, “Oh, this is how it’s been for me, and
it should be the same for this other person.” Like, no, my life is
different, and like, even as a person of color, I have – just – I just
have privileges that other people just don’t always have. Um, and
I feel like this project is a way for Chase to like, similarly do that
acknowledgement. I just think she’s doing it on a bigger scale,
because she did so much work for Tufts in the beginning.
(Cory Faragon enters)
This is the second interview you’ve walked in on! You’re going to
make two appearances in my viewbook!
>>Oh, sorry
No it’s great! It’s gonna be really good. So. (In fake sobby but also
kind of sincere voice) Thank you for putting that so beautifully!
Now I feel like a good person.
Oh! You are a good person. Chase is a good person, can we just
like –
You’re a good person.
Can we – can we just like, put that, oh my gosh, we’re totally just
like, dorking out, like “Oh my gosh you’re so cool!” “Ohmigosh,
YOU’RE so cool!” like we did in “Many Stories, One Community”?
It was so corny and so awesome.
It was so cute.
OH MY GOOOOD (Laughs)
(Laughs) Ahhh okay. (Coughs) Twenty. (Coughs) Do you think I
have biases in conducting this survey?
Does Chase have biases?
(Laughs) Particularly with you, I guess.
I mean, Chase obviously thinks I’m awesome, because we’re
friends.
It’s true.
I mean, you think all your friends are awesome, so like, let’s be
real, she obviously thinks I’m cool.
(Laughs) As we stated in the “Describe yourself…”
(Laughs)
That is not an inaccurate, viewpoint. Because from a truly objective, distanced standpoint Sigourney is, above all, just awesome.
(Cracking up) Right. Yeah. Um…
Okay.
Yeah but okay what would her biases be? I guess like the only
thing you could call – well I mean I guess Chase is, I don’t know

if you’d call it prepared, or biased, in the sense that she’s an
American Studies major, um, who also has a very, like, strong
background in queer theory, so she really has like, this whole understanding of, like, this whole academic background which explores and validates and theorizes about the experiences of, like…
currently disadvantaged and previously persecuted or arguably
currently persecuted populations, so I think that makes her more
prepared to do this study, but at the same time, like, I’m sure that
there are very conservative people at this school who would just
be like, “Oh my God, you just want to say everything’s racist,” and
like, “I’m a white male, and I’m not, like, hanging you, so shut
the fuck up.” But, you know. Those people are themselves, and if
people – I don’t know. I feel like those people might argue that it’s
a bias, but I don’t know if you can conduct this study and make it
meaningful unless you have that background.

but at the same time, I think like I think that that just kind of
like is a burden that you do have, like you always have the burden of explaining your situation, because not everyone knows
what it’s like, because you’re a minority. That’s the whole point
of being a minority, is that your experience is, like, a limited
number of people have your experience and know what it is.
And I feel like this is a forum that, like, hopefully will be reprinted and read by various people, and as a result, like, I would
want to contribute to it so that I can, you know, contribute to
the multifaceted opinion of what Tufts is like.

Why are you involved in this project?

Done. (Laughs) Do you have reservations about participating
in this project?

I’m involved in this project because, um – part of it is because it’s
like, Chase, so obviously I’m gonna, like, help her out, and like,
contribute to the people that she’s interviewing, but I’m also doing
this because I’m a person of color at our school and I feel like it’s,
you know, I feel like it is important to share your experience as a
person of color and I don’t really want to necessarily feel that I
need to, like, be burdened by explaining my situation to the world,

Do you personally hope to gain something from participating in
this project? And if so, what do you hope to gain?
I hope to gain a really great cartoon of myself.

(Gasp) Oh my God, yes! You can totally put pictures from the LUX Fashion
Show and put them on my page! Yeah, you should also have something
like, I don’t know, super-political-y…
Yeah cause I’m just thinking of like, images we can use.
Cause, also I feel like Roosevelt itself, there are a lot of –
Is there like a logo…
Yeah Roosevelt has a logo, you can – it’s like, if you go to, the website is
like www.rooseveltcampusnetwork.org? You can take, like, the Roosevelt
logo. Because that’s also like a huge thing, in my life. Yeah.
Brilliant, Ms. Norman!
Yeah? That was shorter than I thought it was gonna be.

Do I have reservations – no? (Laughs)

Really? Because it was one of the longest interviews I’ve done.

(Laughs) Sigourney’s like, “Do I EVER have reservations?”

Oh really? (Laughs)

Come on! I do have – yeah, sometimes. I sometimes have reservations.
I’m just teasing you. What are questions you would like to see
answered in a viewbook?
Uh…like, of the ones that I said?
Like, like if you were to design a viewbook… is there anything I
should have asked, basically.
Oh is there anything that Chase should have asked? Mm, can’t
think of it right now. (Laughs)
Kay, good! The other ones are just like, “Is there a way I could
have conducted this…” etc. And then also like, are you cool with
me just cartooning you, and … pull quoting things…
Yeah! All I want Chase to do in my cartoon is to have me be really fabulous, in the cartoon…
Okay! Can I can I take some pictures from the LUX Fashion
Show to use in my profile?

Name: Chase Paulina Gregory
Year: 2012
Major: English, American Studies
Hometown/Region: Manhattan Beach, California
Age: 21
Race: White
Ethnicity: Irish, Greek, Oakie, Pilgrim
Height: 5’5”
Sex: Female
Gender: I can’t even. Gender’s weird for me.
Sexuality: Bisexual, some kind of queer, something, whatever. “Straight” doesn’t sound or feel right so I don’t use it.
Smart people, people with problems, nerds who like literature, badasses. Often Jewish? Very often gay. My specific
sexual preference is weird.
Religion: I think a lot about stuff, and sometimes I pray.
Average Parental Yearly Income: When I showed my mom
the original iteration of this interview, she corrected me; it’s
four times the amount I originally specified, maybe more.
Then she said to probably not put that in.
Scholarship/Financial Aid: None
Eyes: Green
Hair: Brown. Wavy, kind of thin. Usually pinned nowadays.
Interests: Theory
Activities: Walking places, Twitter,
guitar, TDC, radio, music, comics,
coffee
Political Views: Left

Hi. So I’m going to interview you again, now.
Okay.
But this time after you’ve done everyone.
Yeah.
Okay let’s get to it. Though I think we’ve pretty much
memorized the questions at this point. (Hits computer)
Ugh, come on!
Seriously? Your computer’s malfunctioning? Even…
here?
Sorry, hold on. Okay.Describe yourself. Who are you?
What do you do?
I am a 21-year-old white senior at Tufts. I am really interested in theory, um, I am an English and American
Studies major, I like music and I play guitar and collect
books and records. I draw comics, uh, and I work for
public radio kind of as an on-and-off intern. I’m from
Los Angeles. I really love Boston. I’m female. Also kinda of queer and a nerd but still working out the first
part, and trying not to be appropriative or whatever.
Sometimes manic, sometimes depressive. Uh, graduating this year. I really like art, I believe in art…
Okay that’s quite enough. Um, if Tufts were going to do
a profile of you, what would they highlight? What would
it sound like? “Sound” is dumb, this should say “look”…
I guess that’s cause we’re audio-oriented.
Yeah but obviously we’re also quite visually oriented. I
mean, image-oriented.
I’m really interested in it, yeah.
So, viewbook.
If Tufts were going to profile me, their profile of me
would be very similar to how I would profile me, but
without all the parts where I get upset. I’d be like,
“nerdy, excitable, Jumbo-and-lit-loving English major
with a good heart and a lot of cool friends,” or something. That’s how they see me. Which is really nice and
makes me feel good about me.
Is there a typical Tufts student?
When I asked people about this, they usually said “No,”
but then proceeded to tell me one anyway. So I guess
if you mean is there a stereotypical Tufts student, yes,
there’s definitely one out there.
Can you introduce us to it?
Yes. He or she is white, brunette, and may or may not
be that Jewish (definitely their Jewish-ness is the mix

for some reason), um, maybe they have glasses. They are an active citizen who doesn’t dress well and is kind of awkward, but
also very impressive, because they do a lot of things or they have
some kind of hidden amazing talent or activity. They are probably
from somewhere “outside of New York City.” They definitely do
TDC. Also he or she is slightly quirkier than someone from, say,
Colgate.

Here. This house. I love this porch especially.
We did do a good job decorating, huh? I like the stripes.
Yeah. Also in class. English classes that I like. And when I’m with
people who I love.

Do you think this is true?

What is the best thing about Tufts?

I think a lot of people said more or less that, which definitely
makes me think it’s in our cultural imagination. I think I’ve met a
lot of those at Tufts, and I am a lot of those things. I kind of wish
that when asked about a typical Tufts student most people had
been like, “There isn’t one; we are so heterogeneous that I have
literally no idea how to answer that question,” but that isn’t really
how branding works at college. Even if there was no student at
Tufts that was exactly like that, that’s how Tufts brands itself.

The people.

Do you feel like you’re a part of a particular group at Tufts?
I’ve been blessed in this regard. No.
Is this good or bad?
Really good. I have a lot of friends from a lot of different groups.
Describe a strange moment at Tufts.
Lots of them. It was strange when I had to explain to Dan about
what I was doing for my senior project. It was strange, also, being
a cartoon for Tufts. There were a lot of like, “WTF” moments, too,
hearing about or seeing what my fellow students had experienced
campus, and what things on campus were perpetrated by my fellow students. Those were strange moments, I guess? But in a different way.
Describe a happy moment at Tufts.
The days both of my advisors agreed to be my advisors were kind
of great. Um. I actually have had just lots of really happy nerd moments at Tufts. Like, learning moments where being in class felt
really ridiculously good, or hearing a crazy mind-blowing lecture,
or reading something fantastic. All of Summer Scholars. Um. That
time President Bacow kissed me on the cheek while I was DJing
on the quad, that was silly. Also just low-key happy moments of
playing guitar or being with people I love.
Describe a sad moment at Tufts.
Junior year was very hard for me, in general.
That’s not a moment, though.
Yeah I know. Um, that one time sophomore year when everyone
in class went around in a circle and talked about how they felt
about the class and how they were positioned in the class, and
most of us were crying and I felt really shitty about working for
Tufts and liking Tufts.
Where is your home at Tufts?

What is the worst thing?
Not knowing what to do with all the stuff you start learning about
the problematics of your position, the benefits you reap because of
a racist/classist/sexist/heterosexist system, and feeling really hopeless and overwhelmed. Then that compounded with real resistance
or defensiveness on behalf of people at Tufts, who don’t want to
talk about it or say you’re making too big a deal out of things. I
hate that.
How do you feel about Tufts?
I feel lucky about Tufts. And I really like the people and everything
I’ve done academically here. And I love the city and the radio and
everything. But I also don’t have any idea how to feel about it. I’m
starting to try to understand that an ethics of “how to feel” is pretty
dumb, though, so like, fuck that.
What do you wish you had known before coming to Tufts?
A lot. How to correctly react to people who are going through
bad times, or experiencing bad things, and do the least amount of
harm? The language to discuss things and not sound like an ass.
Also how to not make people feel like you’re pressuring them into
doing anything, and also I wish I had known that sometimes it’s
okay to go to parties and drink or whatever.
Well we have a lot of nerd baggage, and that makes us a square.
Yeah, but it’s lame. Also I wish I had known to get into campus
activism sooner, like Jason said.
Have you ever felt unsafe at Tufts?
Sometimes I get creeped out and jumpy walking home when it’s
dark, but that’s just me, and that’s just anywhere. It’s funny that two
people mentioned the “lights going off ” thing, because that definitely happens.
Do you feel differently about Tufts now than you did at the start?
Yes.
What is different?
I know now that the way I feel is a result of my position. I have a totally different vocabulary now that’s really helpful and that changes
how I see and think about Tufts. I also don’t think Tufts is 100% the

best all the time, which is pretty how I was at the start.
How do you feel about the way Tufts advertises itself?
Come on, that’s what this whole thing is about. Seriously.
Fine. Why do you think I’m doing this?
Why you’re interviewing me, or like, why do I think I’m doing
this? Cause you -

come to this viewbook and read about someone’s story uncensored and maybe that would strike a chord with them. And then
they’d feel more validated. I feel validated every day by the Tufts
literature and dominant Tufts narrative - more validated than I
did in the dominant narrative of, say, my home town. So Tufts was
the perfect place for me. That feeling is important to me. Getting
as many people to feel validated as possible is important to me.
Why?

And so I’ve been thinking a lot about who this book is for, who
the audience of this book is. Cause it’s for me; I mean, it’s for me
to work stuff out. Which isn’t that helpful to… not... me. Like, if
that’s the only project of the book then nobody else could read it
and take away anything or it wouldn’t help anything. And that’s
stupid, so like, I think there’s another, other reasons and audiences
for this book. Like, if that’s the case, then IRB was right and it’s not
“generalizable knowledge” or whatever.

A lot of people I know don’t feel validated by the “typical Tufts student” narrative, or by dominant narratives in general. If no one is
confirming your own experience, you don’t feel capable, and you
are more likely to hurt yourself or be depressed. It’s more interesting and good for me if stories that are counter-dominant-narrative
have validation, because when people feel like they’ll be listened
to, like there’s a receptive audience, they produce really good, interesting, worthwhile, artistic shit. My friends are brilliant and
they have experiences that I don’t have. Ethically, no one should
feel invalidated, and personally, I don’t want people I love feeling
like they don’t matter, and I care about whether people around me
feel validated. But also, on a really selfish level, I like it better when
everyone’s producing brilliant interesting shit. It just seems better.
My tastes are towards the heterogeneous. And I don’t want to live
and think in a space where one voice is talking over all these other
voices and silencing people and committing violence and erasure.
That perpetuates traumas, that’s oppressive and repressive. And I
don’t want to be a part of that. I hate that.

So who else? Who do you think this book is for? Er, “for whom”?

Do you think I have biases in conducting this survey?

Well, I think it could be valuable in a couple ways. Or, I want it
to be valuable in a couple of ways. I want it to make people think
about Tufts admissions, but also about “visual identity systems”
and the politics of representation in general, and I want people to
read the book and then maybe be more aware of the messiness of
it, of the process it takes. And so maybe you’ll read the book and it
will shift things so that you have a new angle of approach to, like,
a Tufts admissions document. So that a person will read this, and
then read a real viewbook, and then while they’re reading they’ll
be aware that (just as in this viewbook) each sentence was chosen
specifically, that the person was edited, that interviewers are present, that designers are picking images, etc.

Uh.

Okay, that sounds cool. But I think there’s another part, too.

Yeah also because it’s imaginary.

Yeah, yeah. So that’s number one. Or, number two, depending on if
you count the first one, the narcissistic one that’s just like, “Chase’s
gotta make something and talk to people and draw and produce
and get praised in her defense* hopefully because it makes her
feel better about drawing other people and also about being part
of the admissions process for so long.” So number three / number
two, the next reason, is that I want it to be a way for people who
don’t get to talk about Tufts honestly to talk about Tufts honestly.

Why are you involved in this project?

Why?

See a couple panels previous.

One, so that they can feel validated and heard, which is important.
I like, really think that’s important. But also so that if someone
doesn’t see their experience of college anywhere, they can maybe

Do you have reservations about participating in this project?

Right, I know. Um, the latter. Why are we doing this?
The goal of the project has changed in the course of it. A few
days ago I watched Traces of the Trade in Harvard with Professor
Sharpe and six other kids from class, and one of her questions at
dinner was, “Who do you think this film is for?”
Yeah, I remember.

If so, what do you think my biases are?
Everything everyone’s said. Bias towards seniors, “interesting person” bias. A bias to give close friends more pages and/or detailed
illustrations. A huge anxiety surrounding representing people
who are different from me, who aren’t from my same racial background, especially, that might lead to me taking more time on
their surveys.
Oh this one should be a snap, then.

I wanted to do another interview at the end to kind of wrap things
up and reflect. Kind of an analysis for all of this observation,
though I’ve kind of been analyzing as I go, I think, in the interviews. I feel like I owe you all some analysis.
Do you hope to gain something from participating in this project?

Yes. I was in class the other day

What class?
African American Theatre and Film.
Okay.
And someone got up and gave a presentation about this performer
named Anna Deavere Smith. She does a strange journalistic-dramatic practice where she goes and interviews all sorts of people, and
then she takes their words, and verbatim preforms them, as those
characters, with accents and everything. And many of cheer characters, many of these performances - er, I don’t know if I can call them
characters because they are actual people? But anyway these people,
she does their words verbatim and they are all sorts of different people, like a lot of them are very different than she is. We watched a clip
of her doing a female Korean immigrant, right after the LA riots, the
Rodney King riots. Like, this really heavy accent, and stuff.
Okay.
And we had a big debate about whether or not it was ethical, right,
to portray other people like this. Like, for a black woman to play a
Korean woman. And a lot of people were like, “It’s good, because
she’s giving all these people a voice,” and a lot of people were like, “It’s
problematic, because it’s still her voice, she’s just speaking through
them, appropriating their words and affect, etc.” And then we were
also talking about how it reads way differently if it’s a white person
doing this, and like, why that is. And so the whole time during that
conversation I was thinking, like, “This is what I’m doing in the
viewbook, only it’s a different medium!” And I got all freaked out.
But it was really interesting.
What do you mean? How is it the same?
I just mean that like - originally with this method I thought I had gotten around the problem of my representations denying people voice,
because in this comic I use other people’s words that they speak/
write/edit themselves. But this discussion made me think, like, even
though I’m giving people a lot of control over the project, and some
people got really involved with how they were profiled, I still like,
am drawing them, am presenting them, like Smith is presenting
other people and other people’s words through her performance. As
the creative controller of this project, I’m still just performing their
words. And there’s inevitably going to be a question there.
What are questions you would like to see answered in a Viewbook?
I designed the questions in this one kind of based on what I wanted
to see answered, or at least spoken about. But I don’t know. I was
thinking hypothetically today, like, “What if Tufts adopted *this*
book as their viewbook? Would I let them? And I was like, “No, that’s
not the point; the point is that the use of this viewbook is different
than the admissions project.” I guess. This is about processing and
not about advertising. So I don’t want to think of this as like, “This is
what a viewbook should be.” The viewbook is just a template.
Is there something you wish I’d asked?
Yeah, it would be nice if you asked, “Given your reservations, do you
regret doing this project?”

Given your reservations, do you regret going this project?
No. This has been an incredibly great thing for me. No regrets,
not at all. The opposite. Everyone should do one of these.
I’m not even sure why you had me ask that.
Because I felt like I needed to say it.
s there a way I should have conducted this?
In terms of the interview? I mean, asking me isn’t really going
to help. I designed it. I wouldn’t really do anything differently
in terms of the interview, though. I do like that we did it on my
screened-in porch.
Me too.
Well, duh.
Anything else you’d like to add?
There’s a glossary of terms in the back of the book. You should
read that too before you read the interviews, or while you read
them.
Thank you.
Thank *you*.

Glossary of Terms

A Guide to Some of the Language in this Text

diversity /diˈvərsitē/
noun.
1.
a variety of things; the quality of being diverse.

active citizen /ˈaktiv ˈsitizən/
noun.
1.
a buzzword, often associated with students at Tufts, connoting involvement in the community at large.
(NOTE: often parodic when used in student conversation; known administrative cliché)

“We work with the President and Provost, as well as Deans, Vice-Presidents and Managers across divisions and schools, to infuse the campus community with an understanding of the centrality, importance and complexity of diversity and inclusion within all aspects of University life. Our outreach and programmatic efforts underscore historical and emerging scholarship and research related to race, ethnicity,
culture, gender and sex, disability, sexual identity, gender identity, educational and socioeconomic status, age, religion and national origin.”
(Office of Institutional Diversity website)

“An active citizen is a person who understands the obligation and undertakes the responsibility to improve community conditions, build
healthier communities, and address social problems. He or she understands and believes in the democratic ideals of participation and the
need to incorporate the voice, perspective, and contributions of every member of the community.” (Tisch College website)

DU /dē yo͞o/
noun.
1.
Delta Upsilon fraternity (the football fraternity at Tufts)

bias incident /bīəs ˈinsidənt/
noun.
1.
Any act directed against a person or property that includes the use of slurs or epithets expressing bias on the basis of race,
color, national or ethnic origin, age, religion, disability, gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity and expression. (Tufts University
website)

“My orientation leader told us to not DU alone if you are a freshman girl.”

“The attack on KSA students was determined to be a bias incident during the Spring 2009 school year.”
2.
(colloquial, problematic) Something that is not a bias incident on University terms, that typically inconveniences the speaker.
Phrase employed for intended comedic effect.
“You didn’t do the dishes? Woah, man. Bias incident.”
3.
(colloquial, problematic) A racist, sexist, or otherwise discriminating comment. Phrase typically employed as a joke upon witnessing such a comment, to both draw attention to the offending incident and simultaneously excusing the person or persons involved
by making light of it.
bro / brō /
noun.
1.
“18-25 year old white upper middle class males who attend universities, and are usually members of fraternities. During free
time they enjoy playing sports such as ultimate frisbee, lacross, flag football, fishing, and beach volleyball. They are knowledgeable
about most spectator sports and attend sporting events regularly. Bros are often actively envolved in fantasy football, and will form
leagues with other bros. They enjoy attending suburban house parties and frat parties, and are skilled at most drinking games. They also
have a fairly refined taste for good beer, and can afford to drink it more often than others their age, but still must resort to cheap beer
at times. Bros enjoy the presence of attractive women, but are also content with simply “broing out”. Favorite clothing brands include
polo, vinyard vines, jcrew, and lacoste. Shorts include brightly colored, madras, crittered, seer-suckers and the classic khakis. Footwear
comprises mostly of sperry topsiders, flip flops, and asics runners. Hats with pre-frayed brims are popular, as are Costa Del Mar sunglasses with crokies. Bro bands include Dave Matthews, OAR, Incubus, Jack Johnson, Dispatch, and Sister Hazel. Bros drive SUVs and
trucks, and contrary to popular belief, do not always lift them, and when they do, the lift rarely exceeds 4 inches. Upper-end colleges in
the South contain the most bros. These schools include Vanderbilt, University of Virginia, Southern Methodist University, and Duke.”
(Urban Dictionary)
“I didn’t think at Tufts there would be any bros.”
comment /ˈkäment/
verb.
1.
to respond to a post on Facebook.
“I commented on your cat video post.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)

Facebook /fās bo͝ok/
noun.
1.
A social networking site launched in 2004
“Did you see the link to the cat video I posted on Facebook? Twelve people liked it.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
FAFSA /faf sə/
noun.
1.
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
“I know my parent’s annual income, because I fill out the FAFSA every year.”
fuckin /ˈfəkiNG/
adverb.
1. emphatic signifier
“That was a fuckin crazy-ass cat video.”
(SEE ALSO: friggin, frickin, ____-ass (“ass” as a suffix), Millennial Generation)
high rising terminal /hī ˈrīziNG ˈtərmənl/
noun.
1.
A vocal phenomenon in which the end of statements have a rising intonation in the final utterance. Associated with Southern
California, the Pacific Northwest, and college students.
“Chase was very unsure of how to punctuate many sentences in these interviews, because they ended with a high rising terminal, although
they were not questions, and she felt adding a question mark to the end of them connoted a disdain for the pattern of speech, and a regionalist/sexist/ageist dismissal of dialect.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
Hillel /hil el/
noun.
1. A cultural, social, and spiritual foundation committed to Jewish identity at Tufts.
“Hillel at Tufts University is guided by a vision and a set of core values that have emerged over the years of our history.” (Tufts Hillel Foundation website)

hipster /ˈhipstər/
noun.
1.
“Hipster is a term frequently used to refer to a subculture of young, recently settled urban middle class adults and older
teenagers. Usage of the term reappeared in the 1990s and persists to the present. The subculture is associated with independent music,
a varied non-mainstream fashion sensibility, and alternative lifestyles. Christian Lorentzen of Time Out New York argues that “hipsterism fetishizes the authentic” elements of all of the “fringe movements of the postwar era—beat, hippie, punk, even grunge,” and
draws on the “cultural stores of every unmelted ethnicity,” and “regurgitates it with a winking inauthenticity.”[3] Others, like Arsel and
Thompson, argue that hipster signifies a cultural mythology, a crystallization of a mass-mediated stereotype generated to understand,
categorize, and marketize indie consumer culture, rather than an objectified group of people. (Wikipedia)
“I don’t even know what a hipster is anymore.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
IGL /ī jē el/
noun.
1.
The Institute for Global Leadership at Tufts University
“Students learn through intensive engagement in classes, global research, internships, workshops, simulations and international symposia all involving national and international leaders from the public and private sectors. Among its more than 16 programs are EPIIC, Inquiry,
the China Cross-Cultural Leadership Program, and EXPOSURE, and it offers many opportunities for global research and internships. IGL
activities stress critical and normative thinking, written and oral communication skills, problem-solving, and multidisciplinary approaches.”
(IGL website)
IR / ī är/
noun.
1.
International Relations. The most popular major at Tufts.
“I started out as IR, but now I am History and Computer Science.”
ISIP / ī es ī pē /
noun.
1. The Intercultural and Social Identities Program. A newly created discipline at Tufts University, whose existence is largely due to student protests surrounding the lack of an Africana Studies major at Tufts.
“Students have mixed feelings about the ISIP.”
Kilgore /kil gôr/
noun.
1. Chase’s iPhone. Named for Kurt Vonnegut’s most frequently occuring character, out-of-work science fiction writer Kilgore Trout.
“Stephen isn’t working, so we’ll use Kilgore to record instead.”
KSA /kē es ā/
noun.
1.
The Korean Student Association at Tufts University.
“The KSA members are preparing for their upcoming culture show.”
lawls /lôls/
noun (plural)
1.
LOL, internet slang for “laugh out loud.”
“Oh man, that was a hilarious cat video. Lawls.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
liberal arts /ˈlib(ə)rəl arts/
noun, adjective (as in “liberal arts education”)
1.
“Those subjects which in classical antiquity were considered essential for a free citizen to study” (Wikipedia)
“Tufts is concerned with the liberal arts.”

like /līk/
unclassified
1.
an empty signifier or verbal tic, used as filler
“My computer is, like, really slow today.”
(SEE ALSO: um, uh, y’know, Millennial Generation)
“like” /līk/
verb.
1.
To approve of a comment or post on the popular social networking site Facebook.
“I saw that cat video and ‘liked’ it.”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
(was) like, (was all) like /līk/
verb.
1.
to say
“He was like, ‘Oh my god!’ and she was all like, ‘I know!’”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)
literally /ˈlitərəlē/
adverb.
1.
emphatic signifier
“This is literally the best cat video.”
(SEE ALSO: figuratively)
mental masturbation /ˈmentl mastərbāSHən/
noun.
1.
thinking as an end in itself (often pejorative)
“Theory is just mental masturbation.”
Millennial Generation / məˈlenēal jenəˈrāSHən /
noun.
1.
People between 18 and 29 in the current moment (2012).
“Everyone in this viewbook is part of the Millennial Generation.”
NESCAC / nes kak /
noun.
1.
The New England Small College Athletic Consortium
“Tufts has the best mascot in all of NESCAC.”
NQR / en kyo͞o är /
noun.
1.
Naked Quad Run. Recently canceled Tufts tradition in which students run naked around the quad in December.
“I thought I knew what cold was, and then I ran NQR.”
Occupy /ˈäkyəˌpī/
noun.
1.
Short for “Occupy Wall Street” and/or “Occupy Boston,” a recent social movement begun in September 2011. Characterized by
its young base, collective and non-heirarchical power structure, sit-in strategy, and opposition to the “top one percent.”
“Did you go to the Occupy meeting in East Hall?”
(SEE ALSO: Millennial Generation)

quirky / ˈkwərkē /
adjective.
1.
a buzzword, often associated with students at Tufts, connoting positive difference or uniqueness.

TDC / tē dē cē /
noun.
1.
Tufts Dance Collective, an un-auditioned dance troupe at Tufts. The largest student group on campus.

“All Jumbos are fun and quirky.”

“This semester, Chase helped choreograph a dance based on the Internet for TDC.”

2.

Tufts Daily / təfts ˈdālē /
noun.
1.
The Tufts independent student newspaper.

a pejorative term used to describe someone who is abnormal.

“He seemed a little off… kind of a quirky guy.”
Race in America / rās in əˈmerikə /
noun.
1.
an American Studies course at Tufts on critical race theory
“Everyone should take Race in America.”
SAGE / sāj /
noun.
1.
Students Acting for Gender Equality. An activist group at Tufts.
“At the latest SAGE meeting, we celebrated the new gender neutral housing.”
senior dinner / ˈsēnyər ˈdinər/
noun.
1.
An event held at Tufts every year at the president’s house in order to mark the end of seniors’ Tufts career.
“The guest speakers at senior dinner stressed me out, but I got their business cards anyway.”
shit / SHit /
noun.
1.
stuff (non-perjorative)
“Chase says ‘shit’ a lot, but usually she means ‘art’ or ‘things’ or something like that.”
SJP / es jā pē /
noun.
1.
Students for Justice in Palestine. An activist group at Tufts.
“SJP is protesting and bringing in speakers for Israeli Aparthied Week.”
SOC / es ō sē /
noun.
1.
Spirit of Color, a auditioned student dance group at Tufts.
“The SOC show this weekend was rad.”
status update / ˈstātəs ˌəpˈdāt /
noun.
1.
a post on Facebook, the popular social networking site
“I saw your status update about the cat video!”
Stephen / stē fen /
noun.
1.
Chase’s Macbook Pro. Named for Stephen Colbert, Stephen Hawking, and Steve Martin.
“Stephen’s acting up again, so we’ll record on Kilgore.”

“The Tufts Daily wrote about the cat videos on Facebook.”
VOX / väks /
noun.
1.
An affiliate group of Planned Parenthood in Massachusetts. An activist group at Tufts.
“The latest VOX meeting discussed the all-male contraception panel in Congress.”
WASP / wäsp /
noun.
1.
White Anglo-Saxon Protestant, usually associated with the New England
“Let’s go to Harvard and look at the WASPs.”
WMFO / ˈdəbəl yo͞o em ef ō /
noun.
1.
Tufts student/community radio station.
“WMFO is broadcasting six straight hours of cat video soundtracks.”
Words with Friends / wərds wiT͟H frends /
noun.
1.
a smartphone and Internet application similar to Scrabble
“Words With Friends is distracting me from actual friends.”

EPILOGUE
In the weeks following these interviews, 29 of the students
profiled graduated Tufts University on May 20, 2012. I did
too, with an English and American Studies degree.
At the end of that year, due to the persistant efforts of some
of the students profiled here, as well as many other dedicated student leaders who weren’t involved with this book
(their time, quite understandably, was being put towards
other campus activism), Tufts announced the creation of a
new Africana Studies major and minor, as well as an Asian
American Studies minor. Their accomplishment is a testament to the power of students speaking out.
This book was released for viewing on the Internet on May
16, 2012. The stories went public after gaining approval
from all the people featured here.
The next few pages are blank so that if you feel like writing
something you can. Clearly there’s no way to fully profile a
school.

