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NATO Airstrikes Evoke Support from New NATO
Members, Skepticism in Bulgaria and Romania

Polls conducted in the wake of NATQO’s initial airstrikes show that publics in new NATO members — the
Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland — support the recent allied action, but prefer that their own troops
remain uninvolved.

Poles, Czechs and Hungarians Tend to Support Air Attacks
In a Pentor survey during the first week of airstrikes, 59 percent of Poles were in favor of NATO’s

intervention in the FRY, 34 percent were opposed, and 7 percent undecided (broadcast on Wiadomosci on
March 26). A CBOS poll from March 26-29 found that a plurality (48%) regarded NATO’s intervention as
“justified;” 36 percent said it was unjustified, 16 percent were undecided. Despite this hedging support of
NATO actions, a PBS survey from March 27-28 shows that half (52%) of Poles disapproved of the inclusion
of Polish troops in a ground force in the FRY (35% approved, 13% no opinion). The CBOS survey also finds
a slight majority (54%) opposed Polish involvement in NATO ground forces in Yugoslavia (32% support).

Czechs are also divided over NATO action in the FRY. A STEM survey from March 31 shows that equal
shares approved (40%) and disapproved (41%) of NATO air strikes in Yugoslavia (20 percent do not know),
but also that support had risen S percent compared to one week earlier. This survey also found that a sizable
minority (38%) of Czechs supported increasing their country’s participation beyond sending a field hospital
to the region.

Sharing a border with Serbia, Hungarians are particularly concerned about ongoing events. In a Gallup poll
of Budapest residents conducted on March 25, more than half (54%) expressed the fear that the conflict
could spillover into Hungary, with women (67%) more concerned than men (37%). Six in ten (60%)
supported the NATO mission (31% opposed), with men (72%) more supportive than women (52%).

Romanians Prefer To Remain Neutral, Bulgarians Sympathize With Serbs

Media sources report a poll conducted in Romania on March 26 found that 71 percent of Romanians thought
their country should be neutral in the Kosovo conflict. A plurality (46%) believed that NATO’s air campaign
will not resolve the conflict in Kosovo (22% don’t know). Bulgarians appear to take a harder line; RFE/RL
(March 30) reported that several surveys published March 29 show a majority of the Bulgarian public opposes
NATO strikes. FBIS reports a Gallup International poll (published March 26) in which a plurality (47%)
declared support for Serbia in the current conflict. A late-March survey from the Fakt institute shows that
71 percent of Bulgarians fear the conflict will spread to their own country.
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