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Senators to discuss final Student group raises questions
resolutions of school year about quality of Tufts dormitories
by

Ben Gittleson

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Community Union senators plan to deliberate on their last
six resolutions of the school year
during this Sunday’s meeting.
One resolution deals with student input on the Task Force on
Freedom of Expression, another
suggests improving dormitory
common rooms, a third lobbies for
extending the fall reading period,
and the final resolution seeks to
resolve the recent disagreements
between the Advisory Committee
on Shareholder Responsibility and
the Board of Trustees.
Sophomore Xavier Malina,
a senator who co-chairs the
Senate’s Administration and Policy
Committee, plans to submit two
more resolutions before the meeting. The first will suggest that the
administration look into implementing universal fob access to
dormitories. The second will call for
a technical change to the Senate’s
constitution.
If passed, the non-binding
resolutions will serve as policy
recommendations to administrators and other relevant
parties.
Senator Elton Sykes, a junior,
and freshman Ryan Heman, the
community representative for the
Queer Straight Alliance, submitted a resolution last night lobbying the Task Force on Freedom of

Expression to consider student
views on free speech in its development of a policy recommendation.
“We’re hoping that our recommendations will be in that report
to provide a student perspective,”
Sykes said. “Right now they’re not
really getting students; they’re getting faculty.”
Heman and Sykes think that
their resolution will receive some
debate because it has to do with
the controversial subject of free
speech. “We’re expecting the other
senators will have a lot of input on
it,” Heman said. “But I don’t think
anyone’s inherently against what
we’re looking for here.”
The resolution’s recommendations are based on the findings of
a survey conducted by the Senate
Committee on Community Values,
which Sykes chairs. The survey asked students to define free
expression, among other things.
University President Lawrence
Bacow established a Task Force on
Freedom of Expression in January.
The president has assembled a
team of exclusively faculty and
staff members to draft a suggested
official university policy on free
speech.
Senator Chas Morrison, a freshman, has submitted his own resolution, which advocates for the
improvement of residence hall
common rooms.

Twelve-page report outlines complaints with common rooms

see SENATE, page 2

see DORMITORIES, page 2

by

Alex Bloom

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Students for the
Improvement of Residential
Life, a group of undergraduates lobbying for the improvement of campus dormitories, released a report evaluating dorm common areas
on Monday.
“Simply put, if Tufts were
judged solely on the quality
of its residences and residential community, it would not
long hold its position among
the nation’s elite universities,” the 12-page report says.
The report outlines problems with dormitory common
rooms and makes comparisons to similar spaces at other
Boston-area universities and
offers recommendations.
“We’re not saying that
any one person or office is
to blame. We just think the
university as a whole should
be doing more to improve
residential life,” said freshman Chas Morrison, a Tufts
Community Union ( TCU)
senator. Morrison sits on
the Senate’s Administration
and Policy Committee and
has submitted a resolution
for Sunday’s Senate meeting to endorse the report in

Rebekah Sokol/Tufts Daily

In a report that will be presented to the TCU Senate this Sunday, Tufts Students
for the Improvement of Residential Facilities argue that common rooms in
Tufts’ dorms are inferior to those at nearby peer institutions.
its entirety.
The group, started by
Morrison and fellow freshmen
Shabazz
Stuart,
Brian Morganelli and Alli
Lawrence, among others,
has held two general meetings. Members also visited
four Boston-area universities
on March 7 to observe dormitory common areas, stopping at Harvard, Boston and
Northeastern Universities and

Two juniors honored with national Truman Scholarships
by

Gillian Javetski

Daily Editorial Board

Juniors Jennifer Bailey and Sofia Nelson
have won 2008 Truman Scholarships,
earning spots on a list of 65 college
juniors nationwide to receive the prestigious award.
Bailey serves as the chair of the Tufts
Community Union Senate’s Culture,
Ethnicity and Community Affairs
Committee. She is a Tisch Scholar and
serves as the president of the Emerging
Black Leaders student organization.
Nelson has advocated for the queer
community at Tufts, working at the LGBT
Center and with political figures. She is
also a member of the Tufts Democrats
and testified during last year’s Primary
Source scandal.
In a phone interview, Dean of
Undergraduate Education James Glaser
had praise for Bailey and Nelson. “Jen
Bailey is a very exciting and enthusiastic bridge builder who is going to make
a very big difference one day,” Glaser
said. “Nelson has been a very vigorous
advocate of LGBT issues on campus and
externally. She’s also a force to be reckoned with, and I think that the interview
committee must have recognized that
within her.”
The scholarship, named in honor of
former U.S. President Harry Truman,
is given to students who have shown
promising leadership and a commitment
to making a difference through public
service.
Calling it the “Rhodes Scholarship

Aalok Kanani/Tufts daily

Juniors Jennifer Bailey and Sofia Nelson were recognized for their accomplishments in
leadership and public service with 2008 Truman Scholarships. Bailey is the president of the
Emerging Black Leaders organization, and Nelson has worked with the Tufts LGBT Center.
of leadership and public service,”
Glaser said the Truman Scholarship is
a very prestigious award that emphasizes qualities many Tufts students see
as important.
“The Truman is the external scholarship that Tufts should be continually competitive in because we have some really
terrific students who should be attractive to the [Harry S. Truman Scholarship]

Inside this issue

Foundation. They are looking for people
whose future aspirations all tie together.”
This is the second time that two Tufts
students have been selected for the award
in the same year. In the past four years,
four Tufts students have been awarded
the national honor, a marked increase
from the five Tufts winners between 1977

To avoid putting on the
pounds as they party, some
students eat less beforehand — with potentially
harmful results.

The Daily catches up
with two of the main
forces behind tommorow’s release “21.”

see FEATURES, page 3

see WEEKENDER, page 7

Alumni Association
to give Senior Awards
this weekend
The Tufts University Alumni
Association (TUAA) will bestow 11
seniors with its annual Senior Awards
during a ceremony on Saturday.
President Lawrence Bacow will
deliver a congratulatory speech, and
winners will receive certificates of recognition. This year, for the first time in
the awards’ 53-year history, recipients
will also get an additional award component — a surprise that the TUAA
will unveil at Saturday’s event.
The Senior Awards recognize soonto-be alumni who have excelled academically while serving as leaders on
campus or in their own communities. The TUAA designed the awards
to build relationships with potential
alumni leaders and encourage them to
stay in contact with the university.
The TUAA’s Awards Committee
selects the winners. “What they look
for [in nominees] is potential alumni
leadership” as well as achievements at
Tufts, Director of Alumni Relations Tim
Brooks told the Daily.
The following seniors will receive
awards this year: Rebecca Abbott,
Catherine Beck, Jennifer Bokoff,
Daniel Freeman, Bruni Hirsch, Lynn
Jeudy, Michelle Paison, Kimberly Petko,
Amanda Richardson, Nathan Scott and
Brittany Sommer.
—by Giovanni Russonello

see TRUMAN, page 2
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the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.
“The basic question that
kept coming up was why we
should have to deal with ...
facilities that aren’t up to
standards at peer institutions,” Lawrence said.
The report focused specifically on common areas,
although the group would
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Students want to work with Facilities on long-term dorm renovation plan
DORMITORIES

continued from page 1

also like to address other issues of residential life.
“As the living room is the center of
a house, common spaces and lounges
are the center of Residential Life,” the
report stated.
The report points out that many common areas at Tufts lack entertainment
like pool tables and large televisions
and have poor lighting and aesthetics.
Additionally, Stuart noted that residential life is dealt with by two offices, the
Department of Facilities and the Office
of Residential Life and Learning, that
have poor communication.
“I think it’s the equivalent of running the T in Boston with one person in
charge of the trains and one person in
charge of the tunnels and not collaborating with each other,” Stuart said.
Recommendations in the report call
for an immediate evaluation of each
common room, the installment of new
furniture and the addition of televisions

and gaming tables, among other actions.
One of the most sweeping recommendations calls for the appointment of a new
position solely responsible for residential
life as well as the formation of a student
advisory committee to give recommendations on dormitory development.
Lawrence said that the Facilities staff
on campus is unresponsive, in addition
to other problems. Lawrence lives in
Lewis and had to report a problem with
mold in a bathroom multiple times,
she said.
After repeated phone calls did not
produce repairs, Lawrence called the
Somerville Board of Health. The board
said that the university was in violation of seven health codes. After
Lawrence scheduled a health inspection by the board, Facilities responded
and fixed the issue the next day, before
Somerville could step in.
Lawrence said that Facilities did not
completely fix the problem. “It made it
a better environment but that’s kind of
what you have to do to get something

done here,” Lawrence said.
Director of Facilities Ron Esposito
did not respond to repeated phone
calls from the Daily.
Morrison said that the administration has been open with members of the
committee. Morrison and fellow Senator
Elton Sykes, a junior, met with Esposito
to discuss the state of common areas.
“The university knows this is a problem, and they have been very proactive,” Morrison said.
Morrison said that Facilities has a
long-term plan of improving two or
three dorms each year for the next nine
years. Wren and Haskell will have common areas renovated in the near future.
Stuart sees the group as a vehicle
for helping to address many different
problems with facilities at Tufts. He
said that improved facilities, as well as
four years of guaranteed housing from
ResLife, could help improve students’
experiences and make undergraduates
more likely to donate to the endowment in the future.

“We’re trying to elevate [residential
facilities] to be equal to the other attributes of Tufts University,” Stuart said.
The organization has a Facebook.
com group called “Tufts Students for
the Improvement of Residential Life
and Community.” The group had 264
members at press time.
“I think it is a steep battle because
there’s only so much money to go
around to the different priorities of the
university,” said freshman Sam Wallis,
a TCU senator. “I think that with some
student push we could boost up residential life ... boost it up on the priority
list” for funding.
Both Morrison and Stuart emphasized that the group does not seek a
confrontational or combative relationship with Facilities.
“To their credit they have been very
cooperative, and they’re working on
securing more of the budget to be
allocated to renovating and fixing the
dorms,” Morrison said. “We really are
working with them.”

Zahran looks to extend fall reading period

Students honored for activism

SENATE

TRUMAN

continued from page 1

Among the proposed legislation’s suggestions are combining the Department of Facilities
and the Office of Residential Life
and Learning, hiring an interior
designer to work on the aesthetics
of common rooms and increasing
the amount of student involvement in renovations and other
projects, Morrison said.
The proposed legislation is
meant to build on recommendations from a report written
by freshman Shabazz Stuart, a
founder of Tufts Students for the
Improvement of Residential Life
and Community.
“My resolution is basically
encouraging the administration
to adopt the recommendations
of that report and implement it
fully,” Morrison said.
On March 7, senators and students from Stuart’s group visited
other schools in the Boston area,
including Harvard, Northeastern
and Boston Universities and
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, according to
Morrison.
“They basically went around,
saw what these schools were doing
well in these common rooms
— things they were doing differently from Tufts — and they just
wanted to see how the common
areas contributed generally to the
atmosphere,” Morrison said.
A third resolution, submitted
by Senator Samia Zahran, a freshman, supports adding an extra
day to the fall semester reading
period. It currently lasts two days
while the spring’s lasts three.
“I originally thought the [fall]
reading period lasted three days,
but it’s only three days in the
spring,” Zahran told the Daily last

month. “I wondered why we didn’t
have three days in the fall.”
The proposal has the support of Dean of Undergraduate
Education James Glaser, but there
might be some inherent problems
with moving forward, Zahran
said.
“Extending the fall reading
period by one day ... conflicts with
scheduling a little bit, so typically
that would keep us here for an
extra day before winter break,”
she said.
Zahran said that even though
lengthening the period every year
might be impossible, having the
Senate’s backing would send a
strong message to those involved
with scheduling. “Faculty members vote on the scheduling, so if
we had a resolution we could take
it to the faculty members,” Zahran
said.
A final resolution will address
the Advisory Committee on
Shareholder Responsibility and its
recent conflicts with the administration and the Board of Trustees.
Committee members believe
that the Board has gone back on
its word in recently decreasing the
size of the group. Board members
say they have always been clear
that the committee would have to
be small and would not be allowed
to contain non-undergraduates.
Sophomore Gabe Frumkin,
who chairs the committee and
submitted the resolution, hopes
action from the Senate supporting the committee’s original goals
will help the committee’s cause.
“We understand that the Board
of Trustees and the administration
take resolutions very seriously,”
Frumkin said.
The committee’s primary aim is
to encourage responsible investment practices by preventing

the university from supporting
companies that mishandle global
issues such as climate change or
the crisis in Darfur, according to
Frumkin.
“We resolve that we want to
see the Advisory Committee
on Shareholder Responsibility
expanded, and we want it resolved
that [the Board of Trustees should]
work with us more and give us
more reports in endowment
transparency,” Frumkin said.
Malina, who has been working on extending fob access for
undergraduates, will propose a
resolution on giving all students
the ability to enter every dormitory with their fob devices. His
legislation will ask the administration to consider allowing universal access, he said.
“The resolution is just going to
ask the administration to … support looking into the universal fob
option,” he said. He hopes that “if
it’s deemed by public safety and
the administration involved [that]
all the security issues are resolved,”
then it will be implemented on a
step-by-step basis. This will most
likely involve first giving every
freshman access to all-freshman
dorms, Malina added.
In another resolution, Malina
plans to change the role of the
Senate historian in determining
whether senators’ absences from
meetings are unexcused.
After an amendment to the
body’s constitution last year, he
said, such decisions were transferred from the entire Senate executive board to solely the historian,
putting added pressure on that
officer.
Molina said his resolution will
suggest bringing the entire executive board back into that decisionmaking process.

continued from page 1

and 2004.
Glaser attributed Tufts’ recent
success to the university’s
emphasis on citizenship and
public service. “A lot of [our success] has to do with the excitement on campus around civic
engagement and the attraction
to the university [of ] students
who are civically engaged.
I think that this is what drew
[Bailey and Nelson] to Tufts, and
we are graced by their presence,”
he said.
Each of the nation’s 65 winners
is given a $30,000 scholarship
for graduate school and receives
internship opportunities within
the federal government.
Ten Tufts students applied
for the Truman Scholarship,
but the foundation’s rules
demand that each university only nominate four to the
national pool, which consists
of about 600 students.
Three of the four students
Tufts nominated were named
finalists. Morissa Sobelson,
a junior whom Glaser called a
“promising leader and special
person,” was a finalist but did
not win a scholarship.
Each nominee submits an
application and attends an interview with a foundation representative. Tufts assisted the four
nominees to prepare, helping
them with their applications and
conducting mock interviews.
Bailey cites her religion as a
motivation to help others. “My
faith has been a huge role in
inspiring me to do public service,” she said. “From a young
age in church, I was always doing
service projects. It was just central to what I was taught.”

After graduating, Bailey plans
on pursuing a joint master’s
degree in public policy and
divinity and eventually becoming a public policy advocate for
education. She also plans on
becoming an ordained minister
and eventually a pastor.
Being named a Truman
Scholar “is a huge honor, and
I’m humbled,” Bailey said. “I’ve
literally been screaming about it
for two days.”
Like Bailey, Nelson was
shocked when she received a call
from President Lawrence Bacow
on Monday telling her she had
won.
“It’s kind of nuts, I didn’t
expect to win,” she said. “I think
it has just kind of reaffirmed
that other people think what I’m
doing is worthwhile.”
Once she graduates, Nelson
plans on taking a year off before
attending law school to either
work with the New York City
Hunger Coalition or do community
outreach
through
Americorps. She then plans
on becoming an advocate for
underprivileged communities or
going into public policy.
Nelson credits the people at
Tufts with helping her find her
love for social justice. “I’ve been
so fortunate to find certain people here,” she said. “I might have
learned most from my classmates while here.”
Bailey echoed Nelson’s thankfulness to other students. “I was
fortunate to have many senior
and junior mentors my freshman year who were able to push
me to be the best I could be,”
she said. “The only reason that
I am doing what I am doing is
because I had older kids pushing
me my freshman year.”

Corrections
In yesterday’s news article “Dance Marathon registration concludes; Senate making final plans,” the
Daily reported that the TCU Senate’s Dance Marathon
event will take place on April 4 from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
In fact, the event will run from 6 p.m. on April 4 to 6
a.m. on April 5.
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16.69

The March 11 news article “DiBiase looks to reconcile
transparency committee’s goals with Board’s positions” referred to a group called the the “Advisory
Committee on Shareholder Diversity.” The committee
in question is actually the Advisory Committee on
Shareholder Responsibility.
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The March 13 news article “Mouse infestations plague
campus dorm buildings” included quotes attributed
to senior Jessie Laws. The quotes actually came from
Jessie Waters, who is also a senior. Laws was not interviewed for the article and was in no way involved.
.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“If Tufts were judged
solely on the quality of
its residences ... it would
not long hold its position among the nation’s
elite universities.”
Tufts Students for the
Improvement of Residential Life
see front page
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Kate Peck | the traveling lush

A piña colada a day
keeps graduation away

I

t’s a delicate art, arranging a successful
spring break in Puerto Rico. One must
get the rental car, find the right hotel

that offers both hot water and beach proximity on a student budget, and plan the lazy
days on the beach with a head to estimate the
coconut-to-rum ratio.

Timothy Straub/Tufts Daily

Students are altering their eating habits in order to drink more or less alcohol.

For students looking to keep thin, calorie counting
and cocktails make for a dangerous, unhealthy mix
By Robin Carol
Daily Editorial Board

A can of Budweiser contains 145 calories,
about half as many as a slice of pizza. A
shot of vodka? 65 calories, equivalent to the
amount in a fresh Gala apple.
These types of calculations are becoming
increasingly common due to the growth of a
trend that a New York Times article recently
dubbed “drunkorexia” — the altering of eating habits for the purpose of consuming
alcohol.
Because of a concern with weight or
calorie consumption, students, particularly
women, are watching what they eat before
they head out to a bar or a party.
“I’ve noticed that girlfriends will compensate calorie-wise. They know the calories in what they’re drinking, so they eat less
food, so they don’t have to feel guilty,” senior
Eve Young said.
Young also has noticed that males generally eat more in order to consume as much
alcohol as possible later in the night.
“With guy friends, they want to make
sure they eat so they can hold their liquor,
and they don’t look silly,” she said. “For guys,
it’s to be able to compete in terms of being
able to hold alcohol.”
Whether it is eating more or less, students generally alter their eating habits to
some extent when they plan to drink.

“I’ve noticed some people will say ‘I have
to eat a big meal,’ so they don’t get sick, but
others say, ‘I am not eating tonight so I can
get drunk quicker and not have to drink as
much but still be drunk,” freshman Becky
Achey said. “I would say that the majority of
students do one or the other.”
“I have definitely heard of people, especially females, eating less because of the
calories, but for me, I try to eat more, so I’ll
try to have a full stomach and try not to get
sick,” senior Vanessa Weekly said.
Young felt that avoiding sickness is typically a secondary concern.
“I think they probably know that it’s not
healthy, but the number one concern for
girls is to watch their calories and their
weight,” she said.
Director of Health Education Ian Wong
pointed out that these habits are potentially
very dangerous.
“If someone says, ‘I’ll lower my calorie
count today because I’m going to make it
up on the back end,’ alcohol is not the way
to make up calories,” Wong said. “If you take
the food away, especially with taking shots
or funneling a lot of alcohol in a short period of time, it will be absorbed faster. You’re
already putting your body under stress if
you’re not eating, and then you’re also putting stress on your liver.”
Wong explained that the type of alcohol students choose to drink can also

make a difference.
“One of my concerns is sometimes I
hear from women that they don’t want to
drink beer because of the calories, so they
drink hard liquor,” he said. “With the rate
of absorption, it’s not a good idea to go out
drinking on an empty stomach, but it’s an
even worse idea to drink hard alcohol on an
empty stomach.”
The addition of intoxication to already
unhealthy decisions can also compound
the problems.
“The tricky thing about trying to cut calories is that, because you’re on an empty
stomach, you’re getting drunk faster,” Wong
said. “Even though your plan was ‘I’m only
going to have one drink,’ you might say, ‘I’ll
have one more.’ Alcohol is intoxicating and
one can lead to two, two can lead to three,
and three leads to problems.”
Wong explained that both substance
abuse issues and eating disorders can stem
from this type of behavior.
“If somebody is planning their night of
drinking or how to get drunk, something is
up,” he said.
Eating disorders and substance abuse
issues also tend to go hand in hand,
Wong said.
“From what I understand, the two are
linked together. Fifty percent of people with
see DRUNKOREXICS, page 5

Recession may make jobs more scarce for Jumbos upon graduation
by

Luke Burns

Daily Editorial Board

With room and board provided and an
abundance of opportunities for working oncampus, Jumbos would seem to be mostly
sheltered from larger problems within the
economy.
But a recent economic downturn and fears
of a recession may make it more difficult for
college students looking for jobs once they
graduate.
Lecturer of Economics John Straub said
in an e-mail to the Daily that it was not completely clear yet if the United States is heading
for a recession. According to Straub, the textbook definition of a recession is two quarters
of negative economic growth. Preliminary
estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Economic
Analysis have suggested that the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew at an
annual rate of 0.6 percent in the fourth quarter of 2007.
Still, Straub said this figure is cause for
concern.
“This rate of growth is very close to zero,”
Straub said. “Because it is also a preliminary
estimate, some analysts like to emphasize
the possibility that the U.S. GDP might actu-

ally have shrunk in the last quarter of 2007.
Of course, it is also possible that GDP growth
was bigger than 0.6 percent.”
Straub said that the government is acting to head off further economic problems
by using policies that had success in the
past — the buyout of Bear Stearns being one
example.
“The U.S. government’s involvement in
the ongoing buyout of Bear Stearns by J.P.
Morgan is very much in the spirit of the
successful 1990’s policies,” Straub said. “The
fear is that, if Bear Stearns were allowed to
go bankrupt, then clients at other financial
institutions might anticipate a similar collapse and withdraw their funds, which would
indeed cause the collapse of other institutions leading to a vicious cycle in which no
one would be willing to invest with anyone,
and the whole financial system would cease
to function.”
According to Straub, given the nature of
the current economic problems, it may be
harder for seniors to find work, particularly
in the financial sector.
“The first thing that occurs to me when I
think specifically about Tufts students and
Tufts graduates is the fact that many of my
own advisees tend to look for work in the

financial sector,” Straub said. “The root of the
current crisis lies in this sector of the economy. The collapse of Bear Stearns provides a
dramatic example. So it seems all but certain
that it may be more difficult for Tufts graduates to find jobs in that sector of the economy
in 2008.”
Straub, however, added that a recession, or
the fear of a coming recession, would make it
more difficult to find a job in any field — not
simply finance.
“Jobs of all kinds are always harder to find
when the economy is in, or almost in, a recession,” Straub said. “When consumers and
businesses have trouble getting credit they
undertake fewer spending projects, which
means less work for whomever would have
otherwise got their business … It’s a vicious
cycle with many unpleasant consequences,
including fewer job opportunities for college
students and recent college graduates.”
Junior Jeff Lindsay says that he feels protected from adverse economic conditions
because of his choice of career. “In a way I
feel like my intended profession has been
insulated from the crisis,” Lindsay said. “I
intend to be a public school teacher at the
see JOBS, page 5

Okay, so maybe it’s not so difficult, but
it still felt like an art. It takes a lot of careful
choreography to get me to the point where
I can finally take a moment to forget about
my thesis and fuzzy plans for the future (not
to mention the soon-to-be-defunct lease on
my apartment).
First off, my laptop has to be about 2000
miles away, all of my textbooks have to be
replaced by dog-eared works of fiction, including at least one Truman Capote book, and I
must obtain at least one well-mixed piña colada per afternoon. Only then is it a vacation.
Since every waking moment of my life from
now until graduation is scheduled to the hilt,
I tried to keep the itinerary low-stress and
those piña coladas in easy reach. Most of my
days were spent reading on the sand covered
in SPF 50, and most of my nights were spent
enjoying Puerto Rico’s finest cheapest beer —
Medalla. We never made it to the Bacardi factory for a tour, but the Lush is a firm believer
that rum drinks are best enjoyed on the beach
anyway. It was relaxing, and meeting up with
a large group of Jumbos on the western side of
the island halfway through the trip kept things
interesting and provided an instant crew with
whom to navigate the local beach bars.
But I did have one complaint: the iguanas.
The green-striped, sunbathing monsters are
to Puerto Rico what squirrels are to Boston.
Don’t appreciate my contempt for these terrifying reptiles? Try having a four-foot monster
play chicken with your rental car some day.
They’d do a lot more damage than a squirrel, I’d imagine. Aside from the lizards, the
island was delightful — I don’t think it dipped
below 80 degrees Fahrenheit, even during the
occasional rainstorm.
The highlight of the trip was on the final
night, but it was also the part of the trip that
was the most stressful. Starting on St. Patrick’s
Day, the shores were experiencing some of the
biggest swells the island has ever seen. Waves
three stories tall were breaking just hundreds
of yards from the shore, and people were
coming from all around the island to gather
on Rincon’s beaches and film the impressive display. Alas, I’d booked a sunset sailing
cruise for us Jumbos that Tuesday. The sailing
crew called me and had to postpone the trip,
advising against setting out in conditions that
rivaled “The Perfect Storm.” Every day we
tried to reschedule, but we were constantly
thwarted by the ever-increasing waves and
then by a rainstorm.
Thankfully, we were able to arrange a
moonlit cruise for Saturday evening — everyone’s last night on the island. For a modest
sum, 14 of us had a two and a half hour ride
around the bay and unlimited rum drinks.
And the Jumbos bid a gleeful “adiós” to that
Puerto Rican PBR, Medalla — with the skipper’s neon-green beer snorkel — scuba certification required, of course.
Once out on the water, countless phone
calls, rescheduling and cancellations drifted
away like so many pages of an academic
thesis. The Lush lounged under a full moon
on the trampoline netting of the 32-foot catamaran and later watched the fins of dolphins
— yeah, like Flipper — as they swam in our
wake. It was the perfectly planned night.
Until someone told me iguanas can swim.
Kate Peck is a senior majoring in English. She
can be reached at Katherine.Peck@tufts.edu.
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AMERICAN STUDIES
TED SHAPIRO MEMORIAL AWARDS FOR 2008
Eight American Studies majors were selected to receive a Ted Shapiro Memorial Award for 2008. They will be honored
at an awards ceremony on March 27, 2008. Welcoming remarks will be made by Dean Jim Glaser. Mr. and Mrs. Aaron
Shapiro will be present, and Aaron Shapiro will speak about their son, Ted, who was a 1982 graduate of Tufts.
Kyle Halle-Erby, a sophomore, plans to work with his personal friend and mentor, Professor Beverly Bickel, at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, on digital story telling. He will be assisting her in building the curriculum for her class, Digital
Stories@UMBC, which is conducted online with schools in Cuba, and other Latin American countries. This experience of
photography, video, anti-racism, Spanish language and culture will hopefully help Kyle develop his senior honors thesis.
Jesslyn Jamison, is a sophomore double majoring in American Studies and Community Health. Her Ted Shapiro project will take
place in Wellington, New Zealand, at the Ministry of Health, working with the Maori Health directorate. The Maori
indigenous population has a life expectancy ten years lower than the white population and Jesslyn hopes to contribute to the
research that is ongoing on this disparity and other related issues.
Jenny Lau, a sophomore American Studies major, is very interested in evaluating the asthma education initiative at the Floating
Hospital for Children, the full-service children's hospital of Tufts Medical Center and the principal teaching hospital of Tufts
University School of Medicine. She hopes to combine her work at the clinic with learning more about the Chinatown
community where Floating Hospital is located in downtown Boston. Her ultimate goal is to become a pediatrician and work in
an urban, minority community, focusing on Asian American health .
Kimberly Moynihan, a junior in American Studies, hopes to produce a documentary film profiling the Tufts athlete. Her specific
area would be the Division III athlete, which, as a member of the very successful Tufts women’s basketball team which was
selected for the first time to play in the NCAA Tournament, Kimberly already has a firm understanding of what it means to be a
Jumbo athlete.
Morissa Sobelson, a junior majoring in Community Health and American Studies, who already has an impressive background in
the field of public health, will use her experience for her Ted Shapiro project of researching the history and contemporary
relevance of the community health movement in Boston, which will result in a research paper. She hopes her findings will
provide the basis for her senior honors thesis next year.
Emily Stone, presently a junior studying this semester in Chile, is a double major in American Studies and Community Health. She
will use her Ted Shapiro award to discover the social attitudes towards AIDS potentially through socioeconomic status and
race by the gay community by interviewing gay individuals in San Francisco. She has also made arrangements to work with
public health groups who are trying to develop prevention and treatment programs. Emily hopes to publish the results of this
research in a newspaper, magazine or journal.
Brittney Taylor is a junior majoring in American Studies. She plans to use her Ted Shapiro to look at the news, sports and certain
television series that depict a negative black image. She also wants to add an art component that she will create herself. This will
take place in Mount Vernon, NY, and NYC. The final product will be a series of artworks based on the black image in
television media and a written piece on her art and how it represents her conclusions about black idols and black enemies in
television media.
Lily Zhang, a sophomore majoring in Sociology and American Studies, is presently interning at the Chinese Progressive
Association (CPA) in Boston’s Chinatown. She hopes to study Asian Americans in urban areas and conduct extensive research
on how nonprofits impact their life. This summer’s investigation will add greatly to her senior thesis on a similar topic.
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Drinking on empty stomach
causes health complications
DRUNKOREXICS

continued from page 3

eating disorders also have substance abuse problem,” Wong said.
Wong encouraged students who
are struggling with these issues, or
who have noticed these behaviors
in friends, to seek support from
the counseling center and other
Tufts resources.
“I want to push roommates and
friends who will recognize it quicker than the student. They should
feel free to come to the counseling center,” Wong said. “With
substance abuse, you never know
when someone will seek help, and
another person will see that they

need help beforehand.”
Even though eating concerns
may prompt students to change
what they eat, Wong reinforced that
faster alcohol absorption makes
any situation more dangerous.
“A lot of things can happen when
people drink more than they want
when they have an empty stomach. The absorption rate is higher,”
he said. “If the calories are higher,
at least you’re in control of yourself.
It’s not like the choice between the
salad with dressing or the salad
without dressing; a lot of times
people lose control with alcohol,
and that’s the concern with substance abuse.”

Tufts students not concerned
with economic recession — yet
JOBS

continued from page 3

high school level.”
Jessica Sites, a sophomore, said
that because she currently has a job
with a biotech company, she has not
been overly worried about the economy. She added that, as a college
student, she feels somewhat disconnected from economic issues.
“Being in college, I’m in my own
bubble,” Sites said. “As long as my
parents can afford to send me
to college, I don’t think it should
affect me.”
Sites, however, acknowledged
that she has become more aware
of the economic situation and
will worry more as graduation
approaches. “I think I’ve gotten
more concerned by the state of the
economy, and I’m hoping it’ll get
better by 2010,” Sites said. “But, if I
was a senior, I’d be worried.”

Lindsay agreed that he would
also start to feel more anxious if economic troubles persist. “I will start
worrying about my ability to pay
back student loans,” Lindsay said.
“And I guess housing will be a problem in the near future, but it’s not
something I’m worried about now.”
Ultimately, according to Straub,
students should not let their search
for a job be dictated by the economic situation. “When you’re trying to decide what to do with the
rest of your life, it is much more
important to look ‘in’ than it is to
look ‘out,’” Straub said. “Recession
or no recession, you need to put
yourself into long-term situations in which you are going to
thrive. You need to get out of bed
every day and go do something. If
it’s something that you find stimulating, you’re going to thrive. If it
isn’t, you’re going to stagnate.”

Career Opportunity for Class of 2008

Dutko Fellowship
Innovative 10-Month Public Policy fellowship in
Washington, D.C., for graduating seniors. Students will
have the opportunity to propose their own fellowship
based on personal passions and goals.

Applications due: March 28, 2008 by 5:00 PM.
Contact gary.vandeurse@tufts.edu or visit
activecitizen.tufts.edu for more information and
application instructions.

For more information visit activecitizen.tufts.edu
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2008 Birger Lecture Series

“Educating People to Produce
Economic Growth:
The New View”

presented by:

Caroline M. Hoxby
Scott and Donya Bommer
Professor in Economics
Stanford University

Thursday, April 3, 2008
4:30—6:00 p.m.
Barnum Rm. 008
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An updated list of reported incidents of intolerance
can be accessed by logging in to WebCenter:
http://webcenter.studentservices.tufts.edu/login.aspx
------------------------------------------------------------------------------APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED
to April 1, 2008

Committed to diversity?
Interested in making a
difference on campus?
The Bias Initiative at Tufts (Dean of Student Affairs Office) is recruiting new
members for the Bias Education and Awareness Team (BEATBias)
BEATBias members will have an impact on individuals and the larger
community through program initiatives and the development of dialogue
opportunities. Team members will advise and assist residential staff,
student groups, and student leaders in developing outreach and educational
initiatives.

Students interested in making this two-semester commitment
(Fall 2008-Spring 2009) are encouraged to apply.

Online applications are available at
http://studentservices.tufts.edu/dos/bias/bias.htm
Questions? Contact
Marisel Perez, Associate Dean of Student Affairs
617-627-3158 - marisel.perez@tufts.edu
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of engineering with MIT blackjack player Jeffrey Ma
J
by

Matthew DiGirolamo

Question: Did you ever think the book
was going to be this successful?
Ben Mezrich: I would definitely say no.
When I handed this book in, it was a
12,000 first printing. It was this little book.
Cards weren’t really on TV yet, and people
said, “No one is going to read a book
about cards.” So we had no idea it was
going to be anything like this. Then the
book took off, and this is a whole other
level with the movie. It’s pretty crazy. We
had no idea actually.
Jeff Ma: Yeah, I would say that I had no
idea it was going to do so well. When Ben
and I talked about it he said, “It’ll kind of
be an interesting book, and it won’t be a
big deal.” And [Mezrich’s] publisher didn’t
think it would do well.
BM: About two months before the book
came out, I was sitting at home. I had
written an article for Wired Magazine, and
the phone rang. It was a guy named Dana
Brunetti who said, “I have Kevin Spacey
on the line; he wants to talk to you,” and
I said, “No you don’t, not really,” so I took
his phone number and hung up on him.
I called my mom and said “Kevin Spacey
is trying to call me,” and she said, “No, it’s
MIT students prank calling you again.”
So I Googled the name Dana Brunetti,
and it turns out he really did work with
Kevin Spacey. Actually, they found me
by Googling me after reading my article
in Wired. Kevin said he wanted to make
this into a movie, and that was the first
inkling I got that we were on to something
that was kinda cool. Then I got the Today
Show… After that, it just went crazy. The
book went No. 1 on Amazon and sold
out.
Q: How much of the film is true to your
story?
JM: I always tell people about 75 percent
because the reality is Ben and I sat down
for three weeks, every day for about two
or three hours, and I told him every story
from the times in Vegas. So he took that
and turned it into a book. Now when you
do that, there’s going to be little details
and things that don’t quite make sense
when bridging the gap from one story to
the next. There are some instances where
he did take liberties, but in general, it’s
dead-on. The thing is if we played the
game of “did this happen, did that happen,” I bet you wouldn’t actually be able
to guess because the cliché “the truth is
stranger than fiction” definitely holds true
in this case.
BM: The MIT blackjack team has been in
existence for 25 years. Groups of students
passed it down to groups of students. So I
combined some stories with Jeff’s stories.
There’s a lot in the book that’s true that
didn’t necessarily happen to Jeff. I’d say
more than 90 percent of the book is true
to the story of the MIT blackjack team.
JM: Well, you wrote it. I only lived it. You

wrote it!
BM: But the idea was to compress a time
period into a readable narrative thriller,
and [it] was also to compress certain
characters and protect [them] — at the
time, none of these guys wanted anybody
to know who they were, so I had to change
things about where he was from and what
he looked like and … subtract characters
that would give away who the people
were. You didn’t want anybody to know
who you were.
JM: That’s a really good point Ben makes;
that when the book came out and when
the book was being researched, really
nobody on the team wanted to come out.
[Ben] wanted to talk to everyone, but now
these people that are coming out and saying this or that was inaccurate, they never
were there at the beginning when the
book was nothing. The only reason they
came out now is because it’s successful.
Q: If you were so intent on keeping your
anonymity, how did [Ben] find out about
the team?
BM: I was actually at a party with the
Jill character from the book [played by
Kate Bosworth in the movie]. She, unbeknownst to me, was a Harvard girl, and
I had no idea she did this on the side. So
she invited me to a party and said that
I had to meet this guy Jeff. So I met Jeff,
and he basically had these great stories; at
parties you hear that a lot. But Jeff immediately started telling me stories, and he
had all this money in $100 bills, and you
never see $100 bills in Boston, ever. So
I actually ended up going to Vegas with
him, and I saw the whole thing in action.
It was spectacular, and I searched to see if
anybody had written about it. Turns out
there was only one article in the Hartford
Courant, and that was it. I was shocked.
So I convinced him, and it took some
work to convince him that I could make
a big book out of this, and we just started
sitting down and talking.
JM: My recollection about it is a little bit
different. I thought it was a great story,
and Ben was like “whatever.”
BM: Well, you were just like some kid…
JM: You were just happy I was talking to
you. But when I took you to Vegas, it all
changed.
BM: Yeah, when I saw Jeff in Vegas — he’s
like a rock star. When you think of it, you
might think he’s a geeky MIT student, but
as you can see, he’s not that geeky.
Q: How did you both feel about the
movie?
BM: I actually love it. It took five years,
but it’s great. I really enjoyed it, and
it captures such a feel from the book.
Obviously it goes off in Hollywood, you
know. Lawrence Fishburne’s character,

Kate Bosworth and the rest of the MIT
guys … but I think they did a really good
job. I liked it a lot.
JM: Yeah, I think the movie is awesome.
I think what it does is it really captures
the spirit of what we did and what we felt
… If you’ve ever been to Vegas, it’s very
crazy. On the flight out there, everyone is
so excited; everyone is drinking or playing
cards and hitting on the flight attendants
and stuff like that. On the flight home,
everyone is depressed; they lost, they’re
sad and they’re hung over or whatever.
But we never were. We were always happy;
we were still riding a high because we
won, and there are not many people that
did that. So I wanted everyone that saw
the movie to have that same kind of feeling where they come away feeling like
they beat Vegas. I think the movie does
that, and you leave feeling like you won.

J
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Eagerly awaiting the release of the new movie “21,” The Daily sat down
with author Ben Mezrich and MIT blackjack player Jeffrey Ma to talk
about Mezrich’s book “Bringing Down the House” (2003). Ma was the
main focus of Mezrich’s book as a leading player on the now infamous
MIT blackjack team. The book was the basis for the movie, which is
scheduled for release tomorrow.
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Daily Staff Writer

going on … I mean, back in those days
you didn’t need an ID, and certainly if you
were betting a lot of money, they didn’t
want to insult you.
BM: Plus you could walk onto an airplane
with a big bulky coat full of money. You
can’t do that now. You’d have to take off
the coat.
Q: How long did it take you to master the
art of card counting?
JM: I’d say, like, six months of solid practicing. You get to different levels, and you
get better at different things, and all in
all, it took me that long.
Q: Was Kevin Spacey’s character as
conniving in real life as he was in the
movie?

BM: And I think Boston has never looked
better in a movie. You see a lot of movies
like “The Departed” (2006) or “Gone Baby
Gone” (2007), and Boston looks like the
ghetto. But you see Boston in this movie,
and it looks spectacular, especially that
massive shot they took on the Mass. Ave.
bridge with the helicopter.

JM: Well, he is really a composite of a few
different people, but the people that the
character is based off of [Micky Rosa]
were more like him at the beginning of
the movie, rather than toward the end.
There are definitely bits of him; as with
other characters, there are bits of the
actual person, which is eerie when you
think about it.

Q: How did you balance your schoolwork
because you were Course 2, right?

Q: How did you get involved with the
team?

JM: That’s mechanical engineering, for
those of you keeping track at home.
However, a lot of the blackjack stuff happened after we got out of school. When we
were in school, it was just something we
did. We went on weekends, and we had
the spare time to go to casinos or whatever. It’s just like anything you do. I mean,
at MIT, people play sports, and they find a
way to balance that too.

JM: Actually, for me it was my friends, to
be honest. You know how the whole MIT
[blackjack team] is around, it’s like a legend, and you kind of hear about it. And it
was friends of friends of friends that were
doing it first. Then it became friends
of friends, then friends, then actually
my roommates were doing it. They were
leaving every weekend, and I was like,
“Where the heck are you guys going?”
And they were like, “We go to Vegas every
weekend.” And I joked, “Can I just go and
hang out? Because that sounds like fun.”
They’re like, “You can if you learn this
system.” I felt weird about it because it
seemed like a weird thing to do at first.
You know the whole scene where Ben
Campbell’s like, “No, I’m not interested?”
That really happened. I was like, “No, this
isn’t for me.” The idea of being a professional gambler just didn’t seem right.

Q: Do you think the movie is going to
spark a big blackjack trend?
BM: I have a feeling it’s going to spark a lot
more college kids doing it. I have gotten
letters since the book has come out about
people who want to start teams. But, you
know, it’s much harder than it looks. To
pull it off and make some real money, you
need to have financing and hours and
hours of practice over a period of months,
and then you have to play perfectly. Most
that will try will probably fail, but I bet
there will be people doing it. But the casinos know what they’re looking for.
JM: I think it can be done today on a small
scale. On the scale that we were doing it,
I don’t think that it can be done because
you have to bet so much money, and they
immediately notice you.
BM: Yeah, if you bet $10,000 at a casino
now, they know everything about you.
Plus there are a lot more forms to fill out
when you cash in the money, which they
didn’t have to do.
JM: With all the 9/11 stuff that’s been

Q: How did your parents feel about finding out about all of this?
JM: They’re having so much fun with it
now. They really are. It took them a while
to get used to the idea.
BM: I remember when I sat down with
Jeff to write the book; he hadn’t really
told his parents. And he’s like, “Before
the book comes out, can I show it to my
parents?” And that’s what he did. He let
them read it.
JM: I actually tried to tell my parents the
whole story, but it’s really hard to tell
someone the story unless they’re there.
It’s kind of unbelievable.
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Album Review

Robin Alberts-Marigza | Bostonista

The Matches burn the genre barrier with ‘A Band in Hope’
by Joshua

Zeidel

Daily StaffWriter

It’s not every day that a band manages to
title an album in such a way that captures
with precision not only a striking duality of

A Band in Hope
The Matches
Epitaph Records
themes on their record, but also the band’s
current position in their career. The title of
The Matches’ third studio album, “A Band
in Hope,” accomplishes this feat with the
punk rock irreverence that their fans have
come to expect.
Looking at the words alone, the optimism present in this latest effort shines
through. With their third album for
Epitaph, The Matches have a new shot
at regaining critical acclaim, and enough
experience from their past studio albums,
“E. Von Dahl Killed The Locals” (2004)
and “Decomposer” (2006), to have done
a truly remarkable job. But if one reads
the title quickly (“abandon hope”), the
disappointment that The Matches must
have felt when “Decomposer” received
mixed reviews and sub-par sales becomes
readily apparent. In fact, “A Band In Hope”
was originally slated to be titled “The Mad
Silentist” with a release date shortly fol-

lowing Decomposer, but was scrapped
and rewritten due to the prior album’s lessthan-enthusiastic reception.
But let’s let the past fade into history. The
indie-pop-punk boys from Oakland, Calif.
are back, and they are ready to rock in a
unique way. The album kicks off with “AM
Tilts,” an infectiously catchy pop-rocker
about the dawn after a questionable onenight stand. It dissolves at the end into a
thrashing punk breakdown, as if to let the
listener know that although their opening
song sounds like it could crack a Top-40
list. The Matches have not lost their edge.
To reinforce this point, the next track,
“Their City,” sounds like a more traditionally grim punk manifesto against conformity: “The highway’s already alive/ With
the khakis teeming with caffeine/ To coax
the cursor ‘cross the screen.” With a driving ’80s-punk-style rhythm and spiraling
vocals and guitars, the song simultaneously oozes Queen and Rancid.
The album continues in a similar vein of
duality, contrasting the indie-pop with the
punk-rock, and optimistic or light-hearted
lyrics with more pessimistic, embittered
themes. Hearing songs such as “Wake
The Sun,” “We Are One,” “Yankee in a
Chip Shop,” and “Point Me Toward The
Morning,” the listener cannot help but feel
uplifted by the confluence of upbeat melodies and encouragingly penned words.
The Matches still know how to work
a mood, however, and they prove it with

myspace.com

The guy on the right fails to understand
how kites work.
more ominous or cynical numbers, such
as “Darkness Rising,” “From 24C,” and the
sharply critical “To Build a Mountain,”
which goes, “Maybe a saint is just a dead
prick with a good publicist … / And maybe
ethanol is just methadone for oil addiction/ Maybe we’ll all go green in desert
shades of camouflage/ Go ask the bloodhounds ‘til they find the mirage.”
“A Band in Hope” does have its weak
spots, however. The wistful, acoustic
“Clouds Crash” represents a notable departure in style, both musically and lyrically,
from most of the rest of the album and
may have been better left off the final cut.
Similarly, the bubble-gum-pop-sounding
“If I Were You” comes off as a vapid love
see MATCHES, page 10

Interview | Jim Sturgess

Jim Sturgess gambles on an interview with the Daily
by

Matt DiGirolamo
Daily Staff Writer

After talking with Ben Mezrich and
Jeff Ma, the Daily got a chance to interview the star of “21,” Jim Sturgess, as
he recalled the energetic feel on the
set, the crazy math of card counting, and his compatibility with fellow
actors.
Question: Are you happy with the
final results of the film?
Jim Sturgess: Yeah, definitely. I saw it
a while ago. When you’re making the
film you have no concept of how kind
of visual it’s going to look. Especially
in the scenes when we’re playing
cards and all that kind of stuff. While
we were shooting those scenes, it was
fairly kind of tedious kind of work:
pushing chips and flipping cards and
all that kind of stuff. And then when
you see the film, you see how dramatic it looks. It was a shock to all of us,
I think. The director [Robert Luketic]
kept saying just trust me, trust me,
it’s going to look great … stuff that
you kind of don’t like doing as much.
Actually you want to do the kind of
big shouting scenes or all the meaty
scenes or whatever. But we kind of
stuck with it, and I think it paid off.
Q: Did you actually understand the
math concepts in it?
JS: Not at all. No. Couldn’t get my
head ‘round it at all. I mean, we tried.
On the weekends I had to play basic
strategy blackjack, which is pretty
much all you can do unless … you’re
a mathematical genius, which is why I
think it’s so specific to these people’s
story. It’s just not something everyday
people can do.
Q: What drew you to the movie?
JS: The story, I think. I was kind of
approached. I was shooting another
film called ‘The Other Boleyn Girl,’
[2008] at the time, and I just got a call
saying that Robert Luketic, the director, wanted to meet me about this
film that he’s making … I guess the
idea of these … everyday people just
going against the system like that and
coming out on top, which is always a
nice take on life. It was just a feel good
movie that was exciting to read as a
script and I think exciting to watch as
a film. And I got to go to Vegas. And I
got to wear designer suits that I had
never worn before.

imdb.com

Jim Sturgess dons one of his Vegas-ready designer suits.
Q: Were you worried about doing an
American accent since you’re British?
JS: Yeah, definitely. It’s always a challenge. I enjoy a challenge that I’ve
never done before. Anyone from
England always thinks they can do
an alright American accent. And you
quickly learn once you’re put in a
room with a dialect coach that you
can’t … I think I had maybe two weeks
to learn how to do it before we started
shooting, so it was pretty rushed. I

was nervous about it.
Q: What was it like filming in Vegas
with all the craziness still going on
around you?
JS: It was insane. It was the only
time ever a film set seemed inconspicuous. I remember I went to the
toilet in the casino and I remember
I came back, and I couldn’t find the
film set. It’s like, it’s in here somesee STURGESS, page 13
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Cheap fills
pring break has sadly come and
gone. If your week was anything
like mine, you’ve returned to

Tufts with fond memories (or perhaps a
lack of memories), a spectacular tan and
completely penniless.
After a $20-$30 cab ride each way, an
average of $30 for good meal with good
wine, a $10 cover anywhere on a Friday
night, and however many Sapphire tonics and Patron gimlets it takes to make
you forget you’re no longer on a beach
in paradise, a foray into Boston can get
pricey. But a savvy bostonist or bostonista knows there is a Boston to be had on
a budget.
This week is all about cheap fills —
frugal, yet fine, dining on a post-break
means.
The mecca of cheap eats for me has
always been Border Café. Once you have
experienced its boundless chips and
salsa, crispy empanadas, fried catfish
tacos and seafood burritos — all for less
than $10, you will never settle for the
fairer, inferior Tex-Mex chains closer to
Tufts. Border Café sets the standard for
inexpensive dining in Boston because
the first rule of eating cheaply is that
cheap should only mean it’s a bargain,
not mediocre.
Pub grub is a sure bet for an inexpensive meal. But the problem with pub
grub is that, more often than not, it’s the
same conventional fare and too greasy
to be tasty. Charlie’s Kitchen in Harvard
Square is the exception and is probably
as economical as it gets. A burger, tuna
melt or lobster roll and fries will set you
back about $5 to $7.
But if you really want a value meal, the
only place to go for a burger and fries
is Mr. Bartley’s. Bartley’s is a Harvard
Square institution. Burgers have political namesakes, and the sandwiches are
dubbed for local colleges. Yup, you can
order The Tufts — grilled chicken teriyaki
and pineapple with a creamy milkshake
or root beer float. The portions are as
big as your head, so you will get your
money’s worth in leftovers.
If you don’t want to spring for the
$1.70 T ride into Harvard, there are plenty of cheap fills close to home. Redbones
pretty much makes every one of my lists,
and with first-time diner and student
discounts, this is no exception.
Just a ten minute stroll from Davis on
Mass Ave. is Thai restaurant Sugar and
Spice. Sugar and Spice has colorful, modern décor with comfy booths that look
out on Mass Ave. and excellent friendly
service. The menu is typical — pad thai,
fried rice and spring rolls. But unlike
other small Thai restaurants I’ve tried,
the food at Sugar and Spice is always
fresh and not too greasy or MSG. And
with the days (hopefully) warming up,
smoothies at Sugar and Spice are a must.
I usually get melon, lychee or green tea
bubble tea!
Although Diva seems to be the popular
spot in the area for Indian, the prices
make it a little out of a poor college student’s culinary league. When I need my
fix of naan and samosas, I like to walk
down to Passage to India in Porter. An
appetizer, entrée and naan split with my
dinner companion is only about $10!
Lastly, I’m not sure if this counts as
“ethnic,” but Mike’s in Davis is where I
head for a big comforting bowl of carbs
and nice cold tap beer. The counter style
service means you save on tip, and it’s
practical for dining in large groups or
when you are too cheap to pay for your
date. With the instillation of a full bar,
you can start and end your night at
Mike’s, and a free ride home on the Joey
is just a stumble away.
Robin Alberts-Marigza is a senior majoring
in psychology. She can be reached at Robin.
Alberts_Marigza@tufts.edu.
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Concert Preview

Expect dual-degree students to shine at this year’s senior recital
by

Naomi Bryant

Daily Editorial Board

A unique group of students
plans to jazz things up in
Distler Hall tomorrow night.
Members of the five-year dual
degree program enrolled at
both Tufts and the New England
Conservatory (NEC) will perform a variety of musical styles
ranging from classical singing
to contemporary improvisation and original jazz pieces.
Last fall saw the first-ever
dual degree concert to be performed on the Tufts campus.
It was widely attended and
well-received by students, and
members of the dual degree
program viewed the first concert as a huge success. The
upcoming concert, however,
will be more than a carbon
copy of its predecessor.
Junior jazz pianist Jason
Yeager cites different musicians and new music as two of
the biggest changes since the
first concert. “It’s a somewhat
different crew, and we’re bringing a couple of friends from
NEC,” he said. “The repertoire
is going to be totally different, but it’s all original music
again.”
S o p h o m o re
vocalist
Katharine Schimmer noted
that the students are better
prepared for the concert this
time around. “Now we have a
better idea of what needs to
happen as far as setup goes,”
she said. “I think it’s going
to run a little more smoothly
because know how to allocate

our resources. It should be a
more balanced representation
of the program.”
The show will be divided into
two parts, each lasting an hour.
The first half showcases classical music, vocal performances,
and contemporary improvisation, a style which draws on
all types of music and which
Yeager calls “the blank slate” of
improvisation. This half will be
distinguished by the diversity
of its performers, who include
a cellist, two violinists, and
vocalists in addition to others.
The second half features the
jazz ensemble, a five-member
group that will perform original compositions. Two out of
the six or seven pieces that
the ensemble plans to perform
were written by a newly added
bassist. His pieces are heavily influenced by Israeli folk
and pop music, contributing
to what Yeager calls a “variety
in terms of world music” that
is central to the show.
Students in the dual degree
program hope that the concert
will become something of a
tradition on campus as they
get the chance to perform in
Distler Hall for their friends at
Tufts and are also able to hear
each other’s music.
“It gives dual degree students a chance to do things we
never get to do,” Yeager said.
“Before the [concert] last year
we had never heard each other
play. Secondly, we get to share
our music with the Tufts students, which we rarely get to
do.”

Rebekah Sokol/TUFTS DAILY

Sophomore vocal performance major Katharine Schimmer puts on her game face.
“We’re a pretty tight-knit
group of people,” Schimmer
added. “There are only about
13 of us, but we don’t get to
spend much time together. The
concert is just kind of a coming together. It strengthens
our feeling of friendship and
closeness.”
Both Schimmer and Yeager
said the high quality of performance is another reason
to continue the dual degree
concert. They hope the con-

cert will bring the dual degree
students closer to the music
faculty here at Tufts.
“Becoming integrated and
making it a tradition would
open lines of communication
between us and music department and the great musicians
at Tufts,” Schimmer said.
For many dual degree students, performing on campus
is rewarding on a personal
level too.
“It’s a lot of fun for us and

a lot of fun for our audience,”
Schimmer said. “Tufts is
really where we’re half from,
and when you’re in your first
couple of years, where your
main social group is. I find that
music reveals a side of me and
many other performers that
our friends don’t usually get
to see.”
The dual degree concert will
be held in Distler Performance
Hall tomorrow at 8 p.m.
Admission is free.

from the office of the
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Dear Clarissa Darling
(Melissa Joan Hart),

myspace.com

The matches go 19th century-style on their latest effort, “A Band in Hope”

The Matches climb out of
anonymity with latest effort
MATCHES

continued from page 9

song despite its layered arrangement and complex anthem-rock
progressions. Romantic themes in
a modern world are more successfully explored on the punkneurotic “Future Tense,” which
attempts to theorize about the
future of a budding relationship.
Weighing in at 14 tracks, “A Band
In Hope” could definitely have
benefited from dropping some of
the deadweight songs.
All the same, The Matches have
packed a lot of solid material into

their third album. Drawing on a
diversity of talents from such influential bands as 311, Goldfinger
and Rancid for production duties
paid off, as far as individual songs
go. The choice to use so many different producers instead of just
one ultimately detracted from the
unity of the album. As a result, The
Matches have struck a tenuous
but appealing balance between
the negative and the positive and
between pop, indie and punk.
With a little luck, “A Band in Hope”
could launch the comeback story
its title implies.

Where have you gone when we
need you most? It’s been nearly
15 years since your show was on
the airwaves (yes, it’s really been
that long, and we’re really that
old), and we still need so much
explained.
We’ve also heard that you’ve
recently popped out a baby of your
own. How is this possible? Wasn’t
one of the many lessons we learned
from your inanely waspy parents that sex (even in wedlock) is
an abominable and despicable act
that should be reserved for rabbits
and other minorities? Or perhaps
that was the O’Reilly Factor. I get
the two so easily confused.
Remember that time you wanted to go to a concert, but your
parents thought it was imperative that you stay for some family function? You snuck out and
went anyway because you’re just
such the rebel, but when your parents found out, they condoned it
anyway because your father had
done the same as a youth to go
to a Vanilla Fudge concert. In the
end, the Darling family learned
a valuable lesson: let the kids do
whatever they want without reperMySpace.com
cussions.
And who could forget your love-to-hate-him brother Ferguson Darling? If that kid doesn’t get all
kinds of tail these days, I don’t know who does. Eat your heart out, Bill Gates.
Looking back, your show was actually rather tame. If Clarissa had to “Explain It All” nowadays,
she’d be explaining how she got preggers, and Sam would be all, “it ain’t mine,” but we would know
it is. Then in the end, you’d get caught with heroin, but Dad would explain that it’s OK because
you’ve learned your lesson, and withdrawal would be punishment enough.
The real question I’d like answered is why I was so much more attracted to you when you were
15 than I am now. Explain that.

Yours,
The Daily Arts Department
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THE CENTER FOR THE HUMANITIES AT TUFTS announces its
INAUGAURAL ALUMNAE LECTURE AND SYMPOSIUM

Fashion and Its
Discontents
March 27-28, 2008
Thursday, March 27, 5:30-6:30PM, Sophia Gordon Hall
JILL HUDSON NEAL, J’91 Tufts grad and Washington journalist
"Fashion on the Campaign Trail.”

Introduction by JENNIFER GERSON

Associate Editor jezebel.com

Join us for the reception following!

Friday, March 28, 10:00AM-12:00PM,Tisch Library, Room 304
Panel presentations & discussion with:

PROFESSOR RADICLANI CLYTUS
"But They Don’t Wear Breeches.”

PROFESSOR LECIA ROSENTHAL
" 'I hate my clothes': Virginia Woolf and the things we say when we talk
about fashion."

KATE WHEELER

" 'Co-opt Me!' Fiction Writing Ex-Nun Enjoys Thirty minutes of Dubious
Fashion Fame.”

PROFESSOR ADRIANA ZAVALA

"The Enormous Vogue for Things 'Kahlo’."

Moderated by Professor Joseph Litvak

Co-sponsored by the Office of Alumnae Relations

For more information, go to: http://ase.tufts.edu/chat/
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Active Citizenship Summer
Applications due This Week March 28!
The Tisch Active Citizen Summer Fellows
(ACS) program is an opportunity through
Tisch College that provides placements,
stipends and staff support to Tufts students
engaged in summer active citizenship work.
There are several ACS Fellows program
options.

ACS Fellows: Somerville
ACS Fellows: Conference of Mayors
ACS Fellows: DC Alumni Network
ACS Fellows: International
Each program has a specific application process which is
detailed on our website.
Visit http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/?pid=30 for more information
about placements and applications or contact Gary Van Deurse
at 617-627-4845 or gary.vandeurse@tufts.edu.
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The Daily wants to hear from YOU.
Have a problem with our coverage? Upset
about something happening at Tufts or in the
community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and
complaints from all readers — have your
voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 800-1200 words, to
oped@tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to
editor@tuftsdaily.com.
Top Ten | Characters Who Should Have Been in ‘Brawl’
Last week saw the release of
the long-awaited “Super Smash
Bros: Brawl” for the Nintendo
Wii, resulting in a 30 percent
decrease in male social activity on college campuses across
the United States. While we
here at the Daily are grateful
for the massive expansion of
fighters that appear in this edition, there are a few neglected
characters we feel should have
been included.
(Warning: this list contains
nerd vocabulary that may not be
suitable for n00bs and liberal arts
majors. If you need help understanding something, please consult an engineer friend.)

a blunt instrument in his hand
that’s way more powerful than
Mr. Game and Watch’s stupid
frying pan. And his super smash
move would be a no-brainer:
star power, anyone?

10. Natalie Portman: Does
this even need explanation?
Her taunt would be to threaten
to star in another “Star Wars”
prequel, or perhaps to shave
her head again. The real killer
would be her smash attack,
which would involve cantaloupe, a pelican and industrial
strength epoxy.

3. Aunt Jemima: She has quietly graced the tables of so many
thankless American families,
providing them with her syrupy
sweetness morning after morning only to be thrown out with
the trash when she has nothing
more to give. Now her rage of
countless years will be loosed
upon the virtual world. Havoc
has never tasted so sweet.

9. Lord Xenu: As Scientologists
know well, when anyone with
a Thetan level below six selects
Lord Xenu as their character,
the Wii immediately melts into a
liquid goo and digests itself.

Q: Did you get a chance to
speak with some of the original MIT team members before
or during shooting?
JS: They were a big part of the
whole process. They were on
set a lot. We hung out a lot, we
went out on the weekends; we
gambled with them a lot.
Q: Did you see any similarities
between your character in the

Q: What was it like working
with Kevin Spacey?
JS: It was cool. He’s an amazing
actor, a great guy, fun guy and
a very intense guy … I remember he phoned me when I first
got the part and I was back in
London, and I just got a phone
call, and it was an anonymous
number, and I answered it
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JS: On the weekends, we did.
A lot of times we shot six-day
weeks, and we only got one day
off. I remember we did a scene
where on the weekend we’d all
been out and partied and did
all this crazy stuff that you do
in Vegas, and then we woke up
and pretty much the next day of
filming was acting what we had
just done the night before. The
line between reality and work
was slowly blurring. Vegas, it’s
easy to kind of get into trouble
over there. Not trouble, but fun,
which we definitely did.
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Q: Did you have a lot of free
time when you were filming,
especially in Vegas?

n.c

—compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

JS: Yes, certainly. I think the fact
that he needs a sort of push or
kick-start to think outside the
box and not live in a kind of
safe environment, which is just
so easy for all of us to do. And I
think I could see a lot of myself
in that. I think acting really
is one — the only reason that
stops me from being like that.
You’re often kind of thrown into
these difficult situations which
make you have to think and
behave different[ly] … Other
than that, he’s a very intellectual human being, which I am
not.

sto

5. The Guitar Hero: Consider
the appeal of combining two of
the most popular video game
franchises ever. So what if he’s
not used to combat? He’s got

where. That’s how crazy it is
… We were kind of sectioned
off in areas of the casino. We
couldn’t shut down the whole
place. So of course the everyday life and the machines
and all that were all going on
whilst we were kind of playing,
which helped the atmosphere
of the film, I think. Somebody
would be doing a scene when
some [machine] would be like,
“Wheel of Fortune!” and we’d
have to cut and wait for that
to finish.

and said, “Hello.” And he said,
“Hello, this is Kevin Spacey.”
But then we went out, and
we had lunch back in London
because he lives in London. I
went to see his play that he was
doing at the Old Vic … then we
just hung out then, and it was
cool. He just felt like a kind of
friend.

ebo

6. Harry Potter: Avada Kedavra!
Yeah, beat that, Jigglypuff.

1. Godzilla: Who better for
a game called “Super Smash
Bros.” than a character that
does nothing but smash? Now
that he’s got large buildings
and entire cities under his belt,
you think an electric rat or a
little monkey can stop him?
Sorry, Yoshi. Make way for a
real dragon.

movie and yourself?

continued from page 9

2
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7. Lolcats: I IZ IN UR SUPER
SMASH HITTIN UR DOODZ. NOM
NOM NOM I EATED UR MANZ!
INVIZIBLE KITTEH GRAB!

2. The dog from “Duck Hunt”:
Honestly, who wouldn’t want to
beat this guy up? All he does is
snicker when you miss a duck,
and as soon as you shoot one,
his saliva’s already all over it.
His taunt can be his signature
laugh as he cowers behind the
grass, impervious to all the times
we’ve tried to shoot him with
the gun instead of the ducks.
Many have suspected that this
frustration is the cause of much
animal mistreatment, both dogs
and ducks.

STURGESS

ww

8. Quailman: Doug’s superhero alter-ego never got enough
attention for all the good work
he did, so he deserves a chance
to show us what he can actually do. We’ve always wondered
— if he wears his underpants
on the outside, does he have
another pair on the inside?

4. Oregon Trail family: Their
hunting skills have been honed
to perfection in their journey
across the states; they don’t
brawl so much as they shoot the
other characters like so many
buffalo. Weaknesses include
caulking the wagon and floating
it and severe bouts of dysentery.
You shot 1400 pounds of meat
but are only able to carry 200 to
the next level, sorry.

British heartthrob Sturgess talks about making
‘21’ and the experience of filming in Vegas
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EDITORIAL

Democrats are only hurting themselves
According to a Gallup poll released
yesterday, a sizable proportion of
Democratic voters would vote for Sen.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) in November if
their preferred candidate were denied
the Democratic nomination. While supporters of Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.)
profess to be ready to desert the party
in greater numbers, with 28 percent
saying that they would vote Republican
if Clinton were not nominated, the
19 percent figure backing Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Ill.) is also disturbingly large.
Coming on the heels of a rather
nasty turn in the primary battle, these
numbers should be very troubling to
Democratic Party officials — in particular, to the famed superdelegates who
will most likely select the nominee.
But before party officials start sweating through their sport coats, here is
something to consider: How many Mitt
Romney supporters (including Mitt
Romney) swore up and down that they
could never support McCain? And how
many of those (including Mitt Romney)
turned around and supported the senator from Arizona once it became clear
that their boy had a fork in him? What
about the supporters of John Edwards,
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee or
Rudy Giuliani? Eventually, they all
came around.

In 2004, when Sen. John Kerry
(D-Mass.) defeated Howard Dean, their
styles could not have been more different. But the Dean supporters turned
out in force for Kerry in November,
leading to one of the highest voter
turnouts in recent political history.
Supporters of whichever candidate
does not win this year’s Democratic
nomination must do the same. If not,
they will pave the way for McCain,
whose positions clash with both
Obama’s and Clinton’s, to win the
nomination.
Naturally, there will be plenty of reasons to be angry when the dust settles
at this year’s Democratic convention.
If Clinton wins the nomination, it will
likely be through a subversion of the
pledged delegates and popular vote,
and you can be sure that Obama voters will cry foul. If Obama puts it away
this summer, there will be Clinton voters who complain that the campaign
amounted to a glorified beauty contest that hinged more on words than
solutions.
But why now, of all times, should
Democratic voters be up in arms over
the controversy surrounding this primary season? Why now, when faced
with a decision between two strong,
capable candidates who political-

ly appear so similar? The media has
made this out to be a divisive contest between two polar opposites, but
when one examines their policies,
Clinton and Obama really couldn’t be
more in sync. To support either of the
Democratic candidates now only to
shift to McCain later reeks of immaturity and bitterness, and it is politically
against everything for which the voters
have intensely fought throughout the
campaign.
This divisive nature of political campaigns is nothing new. In a democracy, every presidential candidate loses
except one, and supporters of the fallen almost always complain that their
candidate was treated unfairly in some
way, and that he or she “should have
won.” As Winston Churchill once said,
“Democracy is the worst form of government — except for all the others.”
Democracy is messy. We know this.
But this coming November, the people
of the United States will face a decision
that will chart an irreversible course for
this nation and the world. There will be
issues of war and peace, economic
well-being, health care, education and
diplomacy. Feeling spiteful now is fine
and perhaps even justified. But come
Election Day, Democrats need to realize what is truly important.
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To the Editor:
The Daily should be commended
for its commitment to bringing racial
issues to the forefront of debate on our
great campus. As President of the Tufts
Republicans and a proud conservative
on campus, I was hurt to see the content of the Primary Source’s Christmas
carol last year. It hurt both me and
members of my club to see a group
that is often associated with us write
such offensive things. That being said,
I was proud to be a Tufts student in the
response our community produced,
not by removing funding or limiting
free speech, but by promoting dialogue

EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials that appear on this page are written by the Editorial Page editors,
and individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of the Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and
graphics does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Tufts Daily editorial board.

and rallying together; but it hasn’t
been enough.
For that reason, the Tufts Republicans
have also fought hard to bring the issue of
race to the forefront and look forward to
further discussions this semester. Having
held a discussion about race and the
GOP with the Pan African Alliance for the
third year in a row this past October, the
Republicans on this campus have truly
reached out to those who don’t often
agree with us, and we have promoted
much-needed open dialogue.
While we have the momentum on
campus with the Daily, the Emerging
Black Leaders and every other student

or group that is bringing up the issue
of race, let’s come together as a community of all different races, genders,
nationalities, orientations and political affiliations and unite as a Tufts
community. It is important for us to
acknowledge our differences without
letting those differences drive a wedge
between us. Ever since I have been at
Tufts, I have always strived to show that
we truly are a university with many stories but “One Tufts community.”
Dan Hartman
President, Tufts Republicans
Class of 2009

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 4 p.m. and should be handed
into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com. All letters must be word processed and
include the writer’s name and telephone number. There is a 350-word limit and letters must
be verified. The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy is subject
to the approval of the Editor-in-Chief, Executive Board
and Executive Business Director. A publication schedule and rate card are available upon request.
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Xander Zebrose | Get Off My Lawn
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Dr. Hamilton and Mr. Hyde
by Jerry

Meldon

This afternoon, Lee Hamilton, an
Indiana Democrat who served with distinction in the House of Representatives
from 1965 to 1999 and has received over
a dozen honorary degrees, will present
the keynote speech at the Fares Center’s
symposium, “The United States and
the Middle East: What Comes Next
After Iraq?”
The title of his talk is “Iraq: Today,
Tomorrow, and Beyond,” and I imagine that Mr. Hamilton will be thankful
not to discuss “Yesterday.”
Also, he probably would prefer
not to re-visit fateful decisions he
made while chairing investigations
into Republican dirty work, especially
those that let George H.W. Bush off
the hook and cleared George W.’s path
to the White House. Mr. Hamilton’s
chairmanship of numerous post mortem inquiries into ill-conceived U.S.
foreign affairs have empowered him
to decide just how high the veil over
the machinery of power would be
lifted, if at all.
As veteran journalist Robert
Parry has persuasively argued on
Consortiumnews.com, the Bush family name squeaked through the ’80s
and early ’90s essentially mud-free for
only a few reasons.
The first is that on Christmas Eve
1992, lame-duck president George H.W.
Bush pardoned six of his earlier coconspirators in the Iran-Contra affair
(the Reagan/Bush White House’s diversion of profits from illegal arms sales to
Iran to bankroll Nicaragua’s contra terrorists in defiance of a congressional
ban). Until he was pardoned, former
Defense Secretary Casper Weinberger
had been expected to buy clemency by
testifying against Bush.
The next reason is that President
Bill Clinton cut short a congressional inquiry into Bush’s secret billiondollar loans to Saddam Hussein and
Special Prosecutor Lawrence Walsh’s
Iran-Contra investigation. And lastly, Mr. Hamilton soft-pedaled two
key congressional inquiries: the first
investigated Iran-Contra and the second examined allegations that the
1980 Reagan/Bush campaign team
had struck a treasonous deal with the
hostage-holding Iranian government.
Conventional wisdom has attributed
the target-friendliness of those latter
investigations to Mr. Hamilton’s celebrated spirit of bipartisanship. After
all, what else could have persuaded
Mr. Hamilton to narrow the scope of
the Iran-Contra investigation in order

to placate Dick Cheney and the rest
of the committee’s Republicans? And
how else can one explain the committee’s ill-advised decision to immunize
the testimony of a man on whom it
had the goods, Marine Lt. Col. Oliver
North (whose operations in the Old
Executive Office building had been
exposed by Parry)? Thus emboldened,
the cocky Col. North proceeded to
cover up for Vice President Bush.
Hamilton’s Iran-Contra performance was troubling. But he went
several steps further when he chaired
the October Surprise Task Force and
handed the Reagan/Bush administration a deck full of get-out-of-jail-free
cards. In the lead-up to the 1980 election, Republicans feared that Jimmy
Carter would pull off an “October
Surprise” and talk the Iranians into
releasing 52 American hostages.
Carter’s failure to do so cost him
the election. However, over the next
several years a parade of individuals
alleged that he failed only because
the Republicans had secretly agreed
to arm Iran in exchange for a delay in
the hostages’ release.
Heated Republican denials notwithstanding, the fact remained that
the Iranians chose to end the hostages’ 444-day ordeal within hours of
Reagan’s inauguration. To put nasty
rumors to rest, the House Foreign
Affairs Committee formed a task
force under the co-chairmanship
of Rep. Henry Hyde (R-Ill.) and Lee
Hamilton.
The task force was charged with
examining allegations that in the summer and fall of 1980, Republican heavyweights, notably the vice presidential
candidate, former CIA Director George
H.W. Bush, and the campaign director,
future CIA Director William J. Casey,
had secretly flown to Europe to strike
the fateful deal. The key issue was the
veracity of Bush’s and Casey’s alibis.
In the heat of his 1992 re-election campaign, an angry President Bush accused
the task force of waging a “witch hunt.”
Obligingly, the task force disclosed that
Secret Service records backed his alibi.
That prompted Spencer Oliver, counsel
to the Foreign Affairs Committee, to
challenge the accuracy of the Secret
Service records. Oliver also charged the
Bush administration with stonewalling
the task force.
“They have sought to block, limit,
restrict and discredit the investigation in every possible way,” he said.
“President Bush’s recent outbursts
[about] his whereabouts in mid-October of 1980 are disingenuous at best

since the administration has refused
to make available the documents and
the witnesses that could finally and
conclusively clear Mr. Bush.”
“The Bush administration flatly
refused to give any more information to the House task force unless it
agreed never to interview [Mr. Bush’s]
alibi witness and never to release
[that person’s] name,” Parry added.
“Amazingly, the task force accepted
the administration’s terms.”
Hamilton’s treatment of Mr. Bush
was outrageously deferential. But it
was pitbull-like compared to how
he handled the attempts to provide
the late Mr. Casey with an alibi. The
Republicans first insisted that Casey
could not have flown to meet with the
Iranians at the alleged time because
during that particular weekend he
had attended a historical conference
in London. But that alibi had to be
ditched when historian and conference attendee Robert Dallek reported
that Casey had missed a strategically
timed morning session.
No problem. A new alibi was introduced that instead placed Casey at
California’s Bohemian Grove retreat.
As it turned out, Casey had indeed
stayed at the Bohemian Grove, only
not on the decisive weekend.
Unfazed, Hamilton’s task force
acted as if Casey’s alibi remained
solid and issued a report that exonerated both Casey and Bush. Not long
afterward, task force co-chair Henry
Hyde acknowledged that Casey’s 1980
passport had vanished along with
key pages in his personal calendar.
Unperturbed, Lee Hamilton penned
a New York Times Op-Ed in which he
cited Casey’s so-called alibi in insisting that his task force’s report “should
put the controversy to rest once and
for all.” Only later did Robert Parry
rummage through the task force’s
records to discover a photograph of
the 16 men who had been at the
Bohemian Grove on that notorious
weekend in the summer of 1980 in
the company, supposedly, of William
Casey. But Casey was not in the
photo — a fact that the task force
had conveniently neglected to report.
This afternoon the Tufts community will have the opportunity to ask Mr.
Hamilton exactly why he has repeatedly kept Americans in the dark about
critical episodes in their history. It is
an opportunity not to be missed.
Jerry Meldon is an associate professor of
chemical engineering.

Choose life
here is a severe and chronic
shortage of transplant organs in
America.

This year, 6,000 people will die waiting
for an organ transplant that could have
saved their life. Nearly 100,000 patients are
on the waitlist, but only 28,000 transplants
were performed last year. Although states
have passed laws requiring hospitals to ask
families about tissue donation and have
created organ donor check-offs for drivers
licenses, there still are not enough donors
to meet the demand for organs.
There are two possible ways to close the
gap. You could be forced to opt-out of being
an organ donor instead of needing to optin to the system. Brazil has operated under
an opt-out system since 1998. All adults are
considered organ donors unless they fill out
a form requesting not to be a donor. But this
is deceptive. The government is trying to
prevent its citizens from seriously thinking
about organ donation — they are encouraged to avoid making a hard decision. A
more honest and moral solution would be
to provide individuals with an incentive to
give their organs and tissue after they die.
This is not an easy issue to think about.
Most would prefer to ignore squeamish
topics such as organ donation and their
inevitable death. But ignoring the problem will not make it go away. Some argue
that rewarding donors is a first step on a
road that will lead us to a society that has
no value for human life — a culture that
only values ends and does not care about
means. It doesn’t.
Individuals have an absolute right to
make decisions concerning their body, but
that does not mean that they have a right
to ignore reality. Decisions have consequences, and there is no good in sheltering
individuals from the consequences of their
actions. The need for organs is real for thousands of Americans, and human nature is
not changing anytime soon.
It is wrong to trick people into donating
their kidneys, pancreas, liver, lungs or heart
when they are not completely comfortable
with that decision. This is essentially what an
opt-out system does. It forces someone who
is ambivalent about organ and tissue donation — or someone who just wants to ignore
the issue — to become a donor. The understanding should be that either an individual
makes decisions about his body or his loved
ones make decisions on his behalf.
Making the decision to donate your
organs or tissues after you die can save up
to eight lives. The knowledge that one may
eventually dramatically improve someone
else’s life is certainly a reward in and of
itself. But it unfortunately is not enough of a
reward for many Americans. Although there
is nothing wrong with someone objecting to
organ donation for personal reasons, those
who do make the choice to improve others’
lives with their own should be rewarded.
A free market in human organs is a nightmare scenario. The transplant and provision of human organs is, and should be,
heavily regulated. Those who are personally
uncomfortable with organ donation will
never get enough material compensation
to change their mind.
The decision will never be an economic
one. However, a monetary incentive would
give individuals a good reason to think
critically about the issue. It is currently
easy to ignore a check box on government
forms, but if you got a $100 for checking
that box, you might take a second to think
it over.
It is impossible to put a price on a human
life, but it is possible to put a price on
what it costs to keep someone alive. The
cost might be a tax increase of a dollar per
person to reward donors for saving lives —
which is a cost worth paying.

Xander Zebrose is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. He can be reached
at Alexander.Zebrose@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of the Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in the Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tufts Daily itself.
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SUDOKU
Level: Stopping Stephen Curry

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Wednesday's puzzle

Gio: “There’s a nice little enclave out there that I use. If you want,
you can just go out there and squat, and I’ll stand guard for you.
[pause] Is that weird?”
Sapna: “A tad.”

Please recycle this Daily
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COME AND LISTEN TO
HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR,
OLGA SCHUMAN.
• Only survivor from family sent
to Auschwitz
• Publicly speaking about experiences
for the first time

2007 – 2008

• Grandmother of Tufts Student
Alex Schuman
• Three generations present for event
Continuing last year’s theme of Moral Voices and Genocide,
Holocaust Survivor Olga Schuman, grandmother of Tufts
student Alex Schuman, will publicly speak for the first time
about her experiences at Auschwitz. Three generations of
the Schuman Family will be present, including two of Mr.
Schuman’s four children and five of her ten grandchildren.
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WxtÇËá YtvâÄàç YÉÜâÅ ÑÜxáxÇàáM
ÂfÉyà eÉuÉàáM T Çxã ãtç àÉ
à{|Ç~ tuÉâà {tÜwãtÜxÊ
A Talk by Barry Trimmer
Professor, Department of Biology
Henry Bromfield Pearson Professor of Natural Sciences
Discussant: Richard Wlezien, Department Chair and Professor,
Department of Mechanical Engineering

Monday, March 31, 2008
6:00 pm, Coolidge Room, Ballou Hall, 2nd floor
Tufts University, Medford Campus



Sponsored by the Office of the Dean of Arts and Sciences, Tufts University

AMERICAN STUDIES
TED SHAPIRO MEMORIAL AWARDS FOR 2008
Eight American Studies majors were selected to receive a Ted Shapiro Memorial Award for 2008. They will be honored at an awards ceremony on March 27,
2008. Welcoming remarks will be made by Dean Jim Glaser. Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Shapiro will be present, and Aaron Shapiro will speak about their son, Ted, who
was a 1982 graduate of Tufts.
Kyle Halle-Erby, a sophomore, plans to work with his personal friend and mentor, Professor Beverly Bickel at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, on
digital story telling. He will be assisting her in building the curriculum for her class, Digital Stories@UMBC, which is conducted online with schools in Cuba, and
other Latin American countries. This experience of photography, video, anti-racism, Spanish language and culture will hopefully help Kyle develop his senior
honors thesis.
Jesslyn Jamison, is a sophomore double majoring in American Studies and Community Health. Her Ted Shapiro project will take place in Wellington, New
Zealand, at the Ministry of Health, working with the Maori Health directorate. The Maori indigenous population has a life expectancy ten years lower than the
white population and Jesslyn hopes to contribute to the research that is ongoing on this disparity and other related issues.
Jenny Lau, a sophomore American Studies major, is very interested in evaluating the asthma education initiative at the Floating Hospital for Children, the fullservice children's hospital of Tufts Medical Center and the principal teaching hospital of Tufts University School of Medicine. She hopes to combine her work at
the clinic with learning more about the Chinatown community where Floating Hospital is located in downtown Boston. Her ultimate goal is to become a
pediatrician and work in an urban, minority community, focusing on Asian American health .
Kimberly Moynihan, a junior in American Studies, hopes to produce a documentary film profiling the Tufts athlete. Her specific area would be the Division III
athlete, which, as a member of the very successful Tufts women’s basketball team which was selected for the first time to play in the NCAA Tournament,
Kimberly already has a firm understanding of what it means to be a Jumbo athlete.
Morissa Sobelson, a junior majoring in Community Health and American Studies, who already has an impressive background in the field of public health, will use
her experience for her Ted Shapiro project of researching the history and contemporary relevance of the community health movement in Boston, which will result
in a research paper. She hopes her findings will provide the basis for her senior honors thesis next year.
Emily Stone, presently a junior studying this semester in Chile, is a double major in American Studies and Community Health. She will use her Ted Shapiro award
to discover the social attitudes towards AIDS potentially through socioeconomic status and race by the gay community by interviewing gay individuals in San
Francisco. S+
.he has also made arrangements to work with public health groups who are trying to develop prevention and treatment programs. Emily hopes to publish the
results of this research in a newspaper, magazine or journal.
Brittney Taylor is a junior majoring in American Studies. She plans to use her Ted Shapiro to look at the news, sports and certain television series that depict a
negative black image. She also wants to add an art component that she will create herself. This will take place in Mount Vernon, NY, and NYC. The final product
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Men’s Lacrosse

Losing streak hits three with in-league upset loss to Conn. College
by Sapna Bansil
and Noah Schumer

Daily Editorial Board

A season that began with high
expectations and the promise of
a championship run is suddenly
MEN’S LACROSSE
(3-3, 1-2 NESCAC)
Conn. College 4 2 3 0 --- 9
Tufts
0 4 0 1 --- 5
facing some serious concerns.
The nationally-ranked No. 16
men’s lacrosse team suffered
its third straight loss yesterday
afternoon, dropping a 9-5 decision to NESCAC rival Conn.
College at Bello Field. The setback has the 3-3 Jumbos on
their longest losing streak in
nearly three years.
“I think maybe we’ve lost a
little bit of our swagger,” freshman attackman D.J. Hessler
said. “Just watching the way
we play, everyone’s been a bit
down, and that’s something we
need to stop. We need to turn
that around. We just need to
get that excitement back in the
game. This is supposed to be
fun, but it’s no fun losing like
that.”
Like in its previous two losses
— spring break setbacks to No.
18 Roanoke and No. 8 Wesleyan
— Tufts was doomed after digging itself in a first-half hole.
A balanced scoring attack saw
five different Camels contribute goals during a 16:14 barrage
in which Conn. College jumped
out to a 5-0 lead. The Jumbos
have now been outscored 24-9
in the first halves of its three
losses this season.
“From the start, we weren’t in
the game,” senior quad-captain
Mike Cortese said. “We’ve got
to get our feet moving. I guess
they just wanted it more than
us today, so we’ve just got to get
back to basics and get rolling
like we were at the beginning of

Annie Wermiel/Tufts Daily

Sophomore midfielder Doug DiSesa tries to evade a Conn. College defender during the men’s lacrosse team’s 9-5 loss to the Camels yesterday afternoon at Bello Field. The loss marked the nationally ranked No. 16 Jumbos’ third straight setback.
the season.”
Tufts finally got on the board
with 10:28 to play in the second
quarter when junior midfielder
Chase Bibby found the back of
the net for the fifth time this
season. With five minutes to go
in the half, the Jumbos threatened to make things interesting, getting a pair of goals from
junior attackman Clem McNally
and Bibby’s second score of the
game to take just a 6-4 deficit
into the intermission.
But from there, the Tufts
attack was largely silenced, putting just 12 second-half shots
on Camels sophomore goalie
Mark Moran. Conn. College
took advantage, using three
third-quarter goals to put the
game out of reach.

“Obviously we didn’t perform
our best offensively,” senior
attackmen Conner Ginsberg
said. “We only had five goals,
and four of them were in the
second quarter. That’s just not
going to cut it against a good
NESCAC team. Intensity wise, I
think that’s what it’s all about,
and we just need to pick it up
and start from there.”
With 4:42 left in the fourth
quarter, Hessler notched his
team-leading 10th goal of the
season to account for the final
score.
With the win, the Camels, a
team that finished one game
out of the conference cellar last
season, picked up their first
victory over the Jumbos since
2003. Tufts, meanwhile, fell to

1-2 in NESCAC play. For a squad
that began the year as the No.
7 team in the country, the slow
start is unsettling, and the focus
will now shift to straightening
out the little things.
“It’s just back to basics,”
Ginsberg said. “It’s getting our
stick skills where they need to
be, forgetting about these last
three games and starting over.
There’s no break in our schedule
— we have one of the hardest
schedules in the country, and
we just got to get back at it.”
“I don’t think it’s one set thing
we have to work on,” Cortese
added. “I think it’s back to just
learning how to play the game
again and just having fun out
there and working hard. That’s
our main thing right now.”

Student film explores baseball in the Dominican
by

Philip Dear

Daily Editorial Board

“Live to play, play to live.”
That’s the motto that the majority of
young men growing up in the Dominican
Republic live by. Baseball is more than a
game — it’s a reason for being.
The motto also happens to be the
title of a documentary being created
about the importance of baseball in the
Dominican Republic.
Senior Josh Wolf spent his spring break
editing footage of his winter break trip to
the Dominican Republic. And it’s not just
any old home movie of a trip to tropical
paradise; rather, Wolf and his friend Jon
Paley, a senior at Washington University
in St. Louis, have teamed up to create a
documentary chronicling the long and
difficult process young Dominican boys
encounter when seeking contracts in
professional baseball.
The footage, while strongly appealing
in an aesthetic sense, also gets at the heart
of the Dominican culture, at the root of
which lies baseball and the hope for a
better future that the sport can, in rare
circumstances, provide. In making the
film, Wolf and Paley are exposing some of
the injustices in Major League Baseball’s
Dominican farm system through testimonials from children, parents, players
and scouts, as well as some persuasive
cultural imagery.
“The experience was really interesting
for me,” Paley said. “I’ve been studying film

Courtesy Ross Finkel

Senior Josh Wolf, left, is pictured with Houston Astros shortstop Miguel Tejada during Wolf’s
winter break trip to the Dominican Republic, where the philosophy major filmed local baseball academies for an upcoming film project.
in theory and some practice in school, but
usually they control the process a lot. But
this is so much different. Being in the field,
anything can and does happen.
“You’ve just got to roll with the punches, and that’s what we did. Our best stuff
was accidental — stuff we just stumbled
on by chance. The stuff we thought was
going to be the best turned out to not
be nearly as interesting as the things we
weren’t expecting.”
“As filmmakers, we can’t always offer a
solution to the problem,” Wolf added. “By
shedding light on the system, we can open
a dialogue to help improve it and be more
socially responsible.”
The system refers to the way in which

numerous “baseball academies” established in the Dominican are taking boys
aged 12 to 14 off of the poverty-stricken
streets and putting them through an intensive four- to five-year process of learning
baseball and baseball only, with no other
education, in the hope of one day playing
in the major leagues.
Of course, the injustice lies in the fact
that only around 2 percent of players that
get through even the first few stages of the
process ever make it to the big leagues.
Essentially, the life cycle of these young
Dominican kids goes like this: first is the
incubation of the passion for baseball.
see DOCUMENTARY, page 22

Up next for Tufts is a Saturday
afternoon date with Trinity,
another conference foe that is in
the midst of a three-game losing streak of its own. The Jumbos
have had the Bantams’ number in
recent years, winning the last six
meetings between the teams by
an average of nearly seven goals
per contest. Still, Tufts knows that
the way it’s playing now, it can’t
take anything for granted.
“They’re always a good team,”
Cortese said. “I’d compare them
to Conn. College — they’re in
that range. I think the rest of
the week we’re going to have to
focus on us more than on them.
It comes up to how we show up
to play than how they do. If we
don’t show up to play then we’re
going to lose another one.”

Camels double up on
women’s lacrosse
The nationally ranked No. 16
women’s lacrosse team was a 14-7
upset victim at NESCAC rival Conn.
College yesterday afternoon.
The Jumbos entered the game
averaging 15 goals per contest, but
they ran into a proverbial brick wall
in the form of sophomore goalie Jenna Ross. The Longmeadow,
Mass. native held Tufts’ potent
offense scoreless in the first half
en route to a 16-save performance
and the Jumbos’ lowest offensive
output of the season.
The Camels took advantage of
their keeper’s strong performance,
putting the game away with six
unanswered goals in the first half.
Junior Maya Shoham notched a
second-half hat trick, but it wasn’t
enough, as Conn. College earned
its first victory over Tufts since April
24, 2004.
The loss dropped the Jumbos
to 3-2 on the season and 1-2
in conference play. The team will
have a chance to get back on track
Saturday afternoon, when it hosts
NESCAC foe Trinity in its second
home game of the season.
	See tomorrow’s Daily for further
coverage.
—by Sapna Bansil
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David Heck | The Sauce

Davidson, WKU among Sweet Sixteen surprises
by

Ben Waldron

Daily Staff Writer

Despite its slow start, the first weekend
of this year’s NCAA Tournament turned
out to be one of the best in recent memory. With the Sweet Sixteen set to get
underway tonight, here’s a look at several
intriguing matchups:
Opening-weekend upsets are particularly
sweet when the victim is almost universally detested. Case in point: the Duke Blue
Devils. Coming into the tournament as a No.
2 seed, Duke had relied on its strong threepoint shooting and man-to-man defense
all year. The Blue Devils’ glaring weakness,
however, was their lack of a true inside scoring threat. Big man Brian Zoubek has been a
space eater all year, but that’s about it.
After getting pushed to the brink against
the No. 15-seeded Belmont Bruins, Duke
found itself matched up against the highly
motivated — and underrated — No. 7 West
Virginia Mountaineers. Junior forward Joe
Alexander, a lanky big man with a pure
jumper, had his way inside against Duke,
and he posted a double-double while leading his team to a 73-67 victory.
This result pushed Duke into irrelevance
for the rest of the tourney and moved West
Virginia into the spotlight. Next up for the
streaking Mountaineers is the No. 3 seed in
the West, the Xavier Musketeers. With star
5-foot-7 point guard Drew Lavender at the
helm, Xavier struggled in its first two games.

In the second round, the Musketeers couldn’t
shake the No. 6 Purdue Boilermakers until
the final minutes.
Tonight, the two teams face off. West
Virginia, while seeded lower, clearly has
the momentum, as evidenced by the
Mountaineers’ post-Duke trash talking
session. If Alexander plays like he has
thus far in the tournament, look for West
Virginia to continue its improbable run
into the weekend.
Across the bracket in the Midwest region,
a couple of teams have played spoiler against
the big boys. The most notable Cinderella
has been the Davidson Wildcats. Led by
diminutive sharpshooter Stephen Curry, the
Wildcats felled two historical tourney powers over the weekend: the Gonzaga Bulldogs
and the Georgetown Hoyas.
Curry, who scored 70 points in the first
two rounds, will lead Davidson against
the No. 3 Wisconsin Badgers. Bo Ryan’s
Badgers, while a much bigger team than
Davidson, play a Big 10 style of basketball
and are not as comfortable with the uptempo style of the Wildcats. Still, Wisconsin
is excellent at controlling the speed of the
game and may force the Wildcats to slow
down to their level.
Friday’s matchup will be a great clash
of styles. If the Badgers can shut down
Curry, then it’s over. However, since No. 2
Georgetown was unable to accomplish this,
who’s to say he won’t go off again?
If the Wildcats get past the Badgers,

F

Aaron Frankel

There will be no Cinderellas in the
women’s basketball NCAA Tournament
this year. Of the teams who advanced
to the Sweet Sixteen earlier this
week, none received higher than a six
seed from the selection committee.
And while this credits the job well
done from the powers that be, it has
made for a fairly uneventful first two
rounds.
All eight of the one and two seeds
will be playing in the tournament’s
third round, since none of them have
even lost a game by single digits thus
far. The seventh-seeded Marist Red
Foxes may have had the best shot,
riding a Div. I-best 22-game winning
streak into Tuesday’s matchup with
the No. 2 LSU Tigers. But like several
other lower seeds, Marist was easily
dismissed, falling 68-49.

The Old Dominion Monarchs and
the George Washington Colonials are
the only two teams left that do not
belong to a traditional power conference. Both escaped the Round of 32
with narrow victories, as GW earned
a hard-fought 55-53 win over the
California Bears, and Old Dominion
outshot the University of Virginia
Cavaliers 88-85 in what has perhaps
been the most exciting game of the
tournament this year.
As predicted, the Big East is flexing
its muscles in 2008. Of the eight teams
that made the cut into the field of 64,
only two lost in the first round, and of
the six that advanced, only the West
Virginia Mountaineers lost in the second round.
Two of the conference’s best, the
Connecticut Huskies and the Rutgers
Scarlet Knights, are on a collision
course for a Regional Final showdown
in the Greensboro Bracket that could

already. No, seriously. They

splitting the first two games of their season-opening series. What, you don’t pay
attention to baseball games that start at
6 a.m. and take place halfway across the
globe? Where are your priorities?

MCT

Junior West Virginia forward Joe Alexander
puts up a shot over a Duke defender during the
Mountaineers’ 73-67 upset win.
they will meet either the No. 1 seeded
Kansas Jayhawks or fellow Cinderellas the
Villanova Wildcats. Villanova was a bubble team for much of the regular season,
see MEN’S BASKETBALL page 22

potentially be the best non-Final-Four
game of the tournament.
But a couple of the Big East’s lesser
squads may see their runs come to an
end soon. The Notre Dame Fighting
Irish outlasted the Oklahoma Sooners
in overtime Tuesday night, while
the Louisville Cardinals buried the
Kansas State Wildcats in an 80-63
victory that was never close. But each
team will face a tall order in the Sweet
Sixteen. Louisville has a date with
the University of North Carolina Tar
Heels, while Notre Dame will have to
contend with the vaunted Tennessee
Volunteers. Pat Summitt’s crew is
fresh off a 26-point victory over the
Purdue Boilermakers secured the legendary coach her 100th career tournament victory.
Behind
Candace
Parker,
the
Volunteers are playing their best bassee WOMEN’S BASKETBALL, page 22

Games of the Week
looking back (MARCH 25) | BOSTON RED SOX 6, OAKLAND ATHLETICS 5 (10 INN.)
The baseball season opener between the Boston Red Sox and Oakland Athletics proved to be everything
that the Japanese faithful could have asked for on Tuesday. In an exciting 10-inning thriller that saw native sons
Daisuke Matsuzaka and Hideki Okajima see plenty of action, the Red Sox came away with a come-from-behind
6-5 victory before 44,628 fans at the Tokyo Dome.
Both starters looked like they were suffering from jetlag. The Athletics’ Joe Blanton allowed seven hits and
three runs over 5 2/3 innings, while Matsuzaka allowed only two runs but walked five, hit a batter and lasted
only five innings. Of the 94 pitches that Matsuzaka threw, only 51 were for strikes.
That left it up to the Boston hitters to pick up the slack. The team got the hits they needed, but not necessarily from the likeliest of sources. Trailing by one run in the top of the ninth, 23-year-old outfielder Brandon
Moss, filling in for the injured J.D. Drew, hit a game-tying solo home run.
After Okajima held the A’s scoreless in the bottom frame, Manny Ramirez proved he was in midseason
form, driving a two-out, two-run double down the right field line to put Boston ahead 6-4.
Oakland threatened off of Red Sox closer Jonathan Papelbon in the bottom of the 10th, but a critical baserunning blunder by A’s outfielder Emil Brown thwarted the comeback bid and helped the defending world
champs secure the season-opening victory.
A shutdown effort from pitcher Dan Haren helped the A’s salvage the series split yesterday morning.

mct

looking ahead (march 29) | WOMEN’S LACROSSE VS. TRINITY

daily file photo

the baseball season has started

Red Sox and Athletics are both 1-1 after

Through two rounds, the Big East is on top
Senior Staff Writer

or those of you who don’t know,

played the games and everything. The
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by

The House that Jagr
Closed?

The women’s lacrosse team will play their second NESCAC game of the year on Saturday, facing off against
rival Trinity at home.
Trinity, ranked No. 8 to Tufts’ No. 14, is coming off one of the best years in their history, in which the Bantams
tied a program record with 12 wins last year and advanced to the second round of the NCAA Div. III Tournament.
The team promises to stay strong this year as they return All-American quad-captains Michelle Smith at goalkeeper and C.J. Yanofsky at attack. The team also has added a new weapon in freshman midfielder Rachel
Romanowsky, who has 15 goals in only four games.
The match between these two teams has been competitive every year since the start of the decade. Between
2000 and 2006, the teams went 3-3 against each other with an average margin of victory of just over two goals
and no contest being decided by more than four.
Last year, however, despite the Bantams’ success, Tufts routed their opponent by a mark of 16-7. The Jumbos
received four second-half goals in a dominating performance from then-senior Lauren Murphy.
The Jumbos will be looking to rebound from a tough 14-7 loss at Conn. College yesterday afternoon that
dropped the team to 1-2 in NESCAC play. Meanwhile Trinity, the preseason No. 6 team in the nation, has lost its
last two. If the Jumbos can pull out the victory, it will be their fifth straight triumph against the Bantams.

Now that baseball is officially in season,
it’s not long before we get caught up in the
day-to-day tussle and news of the league.
Yes, you will see John Kruk and Steve Phillips
on ESPN talking about the playoff implications of the first two weeks of the season.
Jayson Stark will write his annual column
about how the Yankees’ slow start in April
will prevent them from getting to the playoffs. “The Yankees are four and a half games
back with only 132 games to go. What’s gone
wrong with their season?”
But before that happens, there’s a topic I
want to approach before it’s too late: the last
game at Yankee Stadium. This is the last year
of the Yankee Stadium that I have known for
my entire life. Next year, a new $1 billion stadium will open adjacent to the current one.
Will the last game at Yankee Stadium be a
touching, emotional regular-season affair?
Will it be an October contest? That
would be all too fitting for a stadium that
has seen more than its share of historic
playoff moments.
No, the last game in Yankee Stadium will
not be played by the Yankees at all. It won’t
even be a baseball game. The last contest to
take place on the storied diamond will be... a
hockey game.
Yes, the New York Rangers are working
toward playing an outdoor game at Yankee
Stadium during the 2008-2009 season. And
the Yankees are completely for it.
Excuse me, but aren’t the Yankees supposed to be one of the classiest, most prideful
organizations in all of baseball?
Isn’t this the team that just a few seasons ago refused to put Spider-Man advertisements on the bases during interleague
contests because they respected the game
too much?
Isn’t this the team that has never sold the
stadium’s naming rights? Aren’t they one
of the few organizations in the league that
has a park named for the team that plays in
it? It’s not U.S. Cellular Field or the Energy
Solutions Arena. It’s Yankee Stadium. And
yet the last competition ever seen in the
House that Ruth Built will exchange catchers’ helmets for goalies’ masks and bats for
hockey sticks?
The whole thing makes me want to go on
a Mugatu-like diatribe. “Blue Steel? Ferrari?
Le Tigra? They’re the same face! Doesn’t
anybody notice this? I feel like I’m taking
crazy pills!”
What the hell is going on? Is George
Steinbrenner still alive?
It’s not the idea of an outdoor hockey game. The outdoor game between the
Sabres and Penguins last year was fun and
exciting, and it garnered higher ratings than
Wayne Gretzky’s last game. It’s not even the
idea of playing hockey in Yankee Stadium
that gets me worked up; it seems like an
entertaining idea. But why does it have to be
the last game?
This is the place where David Wells and
David Cone pitched perfect games. It’s where
Don Larsen threw the only perfecto in World
Series history. It’s where Derek Jeter became
“Mr. November” in the 2001 Series. It’s where
Roger Clemens won his 300th game and
recorded his 3,000th strikeout.
What if (no jinx) the Yankees make it to
the World Series this year? What if they win
at home? The last image of Yankee Stadium
won’t be the players celebrating on the field,
but Jaromir Jagr skating on the ice.
That’s not an image any Yankee fan — or
baseball fan — should be happy about.
David Heck is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
David.Heck@tufts.edu.
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4 Bedrooms--MASON STREET
Walk to campus. Across from
South Hall. 4 bedroom apartment
with fully applianced eat-in kitchen
& tile bath. Hardwood floors
throughout. Washer/Dryer in
basement. $2,250. Available June
1. Call Angela@ 617-670-2550 or
e-mail: angelam@kssrealtypartners.com

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks to
Tufts, Newly Renovated, Stunningly
Beautiful. Huge Sunny Rooms, 2
New Bathrooms, New Hardwood
Floors, New Designer Windows.
New: Heating, Electric, Kitchen.
Parking negotiable. Available
09/01/08. $1,800. No fees. Please
call (781) 396-4675.

Apartment for Rent
FURNISHED apartments 3-bedroom, eat-in kitchen, quiet street
(Greenleaf), short walk to campus,
large sunny rooms, newer appliances, washer/dryer, porch, plenty
of street parking (permit NOT
required). $1410/month and $1500/
month. June 1. Ed at (617)3598216 apts4rent1@yahoo.com

8 Bedroom
Eight bedrooms. Two kitchens. Two
bathrooms. Right next to school.
Great price of $4000 or $500 per
bedroom. Good Shape. Call 617448-6233

3 Bedroom Stunning Apartment
This Beautiful Apartment has been
completely refinished. 14 foot
Cathedral ceilings, glass blocks in
walls, huge windows, French door,
awesome angles; like something
in “Home & Garden Magazine.”
Great Location 1.5 blocks to Main
Campus. Parking option available. Rental available 09/01/08.
$1,900. No fees. Please call (781)
526-8471

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks
to Tufts, Newly Renovated,
Stunningly Beautiful. Huge Sunny
Rooms, 2 New Bathrooms, New
Hardwood Floors, New Designer
Windows. New: Heating, Electric,
Kitchen. Parking negotiable.
Available 09/01/08.$2400. No Fees.
Please call (781) 396-4675.

Large 3 Bedroom Apartment
Large sunny apartment Boston
Ave. 6 big rooms, 2 porches, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen, living
room, and dinning room. Great
storage. Off street parking for 3
cars. W/D in basement. $1750/mo
plus utilities. Call 781-956-5868 or
Email: Gosox08@mac.com

STOP THROWING YOUR MONEY
AWAY!
Why rent when you can own.
Fantastic 2 bed condo gut renovated. Brand New Everything with off
street parking. ONLY $269,000. 20
Hicks Ave Med. call Alissa 617 733
6064 alissasiracusa@remax.net

Housing

Sports

3 Bedroom Apartment
From $1785/Month, Call (781)
863-0440. Modern 3 Bedroom
apartments next to Tufts; New
Washer & Dryer; Newly refinished
hardwood floors; New Windows
throughout; Modern Kitchens and
baths; garages available, front &
rear porches, no fees.

4 Bedroom
Two four bedroom Apartments
very close to school. $2200 for
each. Washing machine + dryer in
basement. Safe and in good condition. Call 617-448-6233

4 Bedrm and 5 Bedrm Apt.
179 College Ave. June 1, 2008 May 31, 2009. Apts. are on 2nd
and 3rd floor. Call Bob 508-8871010
Apartment for Rent
Medford: (3 blocks from campus
on Boston Ave) 1 bedroom available June 1st in 3 bedroom apartment. Rent is $583/month, utilities
not included. Please contact Josh
at jberg888@aol.com
Danny Kourafalos_
3 Bedroom apartment for rent
starting June 1. Very close to
school. Washer, dryer, dishwasher.
For information call Danny (781)
396-0303.
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3 Bedroom Apartment
Huge funky 3 bedroom, 7 room
apartment in Victorian house.
Dishwasher, Storage, W/D in basement. Decks, great light, hardwood
floors. Nice kitchens. Studio. Call
Rick for further details. $2100/
mo. 781-956-5868. Or Email:
Gosox08@mac.com
Two Apartments for Rent
One 5 Bedroom Apartment, One
4 Bedroom Apartment. Walking
distance from Tufts University. 62
Powderhouse Blvd. Somervile,
MA. Call Charlie @ 781-646-7434 if
interested.

Wanted

Storage
McCarthy Self Storage. 22 Harvard
Street Medford, MA 02155. 781
396 7724. Business hours Mon
thru Fri 8am to 5pm, Sat 9am
to 245pm, Sun 10am to 245pm.
Space available to students. Close
to Tufts Univ. 5*5*3 $30, 5*5*8
$48, 5*8*8 $62, 5*10*8 $67,
5*12*8 $77. Please call for more
information.
Pilates Class
Strong core and toned body =
Pilates at Mind In Motion! The studio is within walking distance from
Tufts’ campus. Student discount
available. Visit www.mimpilates.
com or call 781.391.8883 for
details. Train with the best!

Got sperm??
$$ Got Sperm $$ --Cambridge.
Up to $1100 /month. Healthy MEN,
wanted for California Cryobank
sperm donor program.
APPLY ONLINE: www.spermbank.
com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $10 per week with Tufts ID or $20 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of the
insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of an
overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Student documentary calls for change
DOCUMENTARY

continued from page 19

These kids grow up with their families
pushing them to play baseball so that one
day they might have a better life. Baseball
is all they do, out on the streets, every day.
The next step is the buscón, or scouting
phase. Scouts wander the streets, searching for players with potential. Then the
film follows the kids near to being signed
and entering the academy. It shows the
academy life, the players’ daily routines
and, eventually, the pros, for the few players who make it through to Class A minor
league baseball.
The final section of the film shows the
alternative to playing baseball, which, as
Wolf explains, is not much. The Dominican
Republic has a profound level of poverty
due to extremely high unemployment.
Typically’ one is either involved in tourism,
the sugar cane industry, crime or baseball.
The baseball academy system, according
to Wolf, can be extremely helpful in giving a new life to a few young boys as well
as fueling the economy with money from
Major League Baseball, but at the same
time, it is exploiting the players for their
young talent and severely neglects the lives
of the boys. Several years of playing baseball to no avail leaves these players with
few options.
“Kids will try 40 or 50 times to make it
into the academy,” Wolf said. “It makes
sense because they can always go work
on the sugar cane plantations, so while
they’re still young enough, they continue
to try to make it.”
According to Wolf, the system is severely
flawed and socially irresponsible, which he
will try to show in his film.
“This is an opportunity to create change,”
Wolf said. “We’re trying to help kids get to
schools and educate them, but the process
is all business-oriented, so everything is
focused on the team rather than the players. It wouldn’t cost a lot for the organizations to be more socially responsible; plus,

it could pay dividends for the team to educate the boys. The intelligent players are
often more successful than the ones who
only have the physical ability.”
Wolf hopes that the final version of the
film, which has yet to be completed, can
follow a few particular players through
the process in order to help give the documentary a particular character rather than
taking an outsider’s perspective.
“We’re trying to put a face on the issues
at stake within the academy system and
to help people see how dramatic and profound they are,” Wolf said.
“We’re taking this one step at a time, trying to get funding and everything to make
this whole thing possible,” Paley added.
The idea for making the film started off
as a way to spend time in Latin America, a
place where Wolf has traveled many times.
After ruling out the Peace Corps, he combined his love of baseball, his knowledge of
the academy system and his love of Latin
America to formulate plans for a winter vacation project. However, despite the
hours of footage and the general formation of a mini-documentary on the subject
so far, Wolf hopes that he will be able to
return to the Dominican Republic for an
entire summer to do a much more indepth and personalized feature film on the
injustices of the system.
Above all, the filmmaking process has
been successful thanks to the intersection of two passions: the Dominicans’
zest for baseball and Wolf’s passion for
Dominican culture.
“This entire project has only succeeded so far because of the kindness
and trust we have received from complete strangers,” Wolf wrote in his blog,
Béisbol Dominicana. “While we obviously are still cautious about crime, getting
taken advantage of and whatnot, we have
learned also that there is a lot of goodness
in Dominican people and that people here
are truly eager to become good friends
with everyone they meet.”

MCT

UNC’s Cetera DeGraffenreid drives to the hoop during the Tar Heels’ second-round victory
over Georgia on Tuesday. The top seed in the New Orleans regional, North Carolina has
a date with No. 4 Louisville Saturday afternoon.

West Virginia, Baylor among earlyround tourney disappointments
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 21

UCLA’s struggles are cause for concern
MEN’S BASKETBALL
continued from page 21

and its first-round Big East Tournament win
over the Syracuse Orangemen seemed to
be the deciding factor in the team’s NCAA
bid. But once the tournament started, Jay
Wright’s team took down one of the hottest
teams coming in to the tourney, the Clemson
Tigers. Having dispatched the one-game
wonder Siena Saints in the second round,
the Wildcats find themselves pitted against
Kansas, one of the most talent-heavy teams
in the nation.
With five players averaging over nine
points per game, the Jayhawks can beat anyone in any number of ways. The question is
whether coach Bill Self can get over the hump
and take a team to the Final Four for the first
time. If Villanova gets past Kansas, it will most
likely be less a reflection of the talent on the
floor and more an indication that the Jayhawk
coach is a choke artist in big games.
Back over in the West region, the No. 12
Western Kentucky Hilltoppers have become

the other feel-good story of the tournament.
Their buzzer-beating victory over the No. 5
Drake Bulldogs in the first round established
them as a Cinderella-to-be. In the second
round, the Hilltoppers took down the equally
unlikely San Diego Toreros, who upset the
Connecticut Huskies in the first round.
Now, like Villanova, WKU must face a No.
1 seed in the Sweet Sixteen, this time the
UCLA Bruins. Freshman center Kevin Love
has led the charge for the Bruins, who struggled mightily in their second round matchup
with the Texas A&M Aggies. If UCLA continues to take lesser opponents lightly, then
the Hilltoppers have a chance to become the
biggest story of the tournament. If the Bruins
play like they’re capable, though, the fun will
be over for WKU.
For basketball junkies, the tourney is
ramping up into high gear. The Sweet Sixteen
always promises some of the best games of the
tournament, and with so many Cinderellas
hanging around, the next two nights should
be as good as it gets.

ketball of the season, and Tennessee’s
role players have been more than up to
the task of supporting their probable
National Player of the Year. With Parker
in trouble in the team’s first-round
game against the Oral Roberts Golden
Eagles, freshman Angie Bjorklund
stepped in and hit four three-pointers
as Tennessee cruised 94-55.
If the Lady Vols can make it past Notre
Dame, either the Texas A&M Aggies or
the Duke Blue Devils will await them
in the regional finals. The Aggies are
a slight favorite against Duke, but the
Blue Devils certainly have the edge in
tournament experience.
It’s still too early to appoint an
all-tournament team, but it’s not too
early to point out some of more disappointing performances in the tournament.
The Baylor Bears, the No. 3 seed in
the Spokane bracket fell in the second
round to the No. 6 seed Pittsburgh
Panthers, ending their season by losing four out of their final five games.
Forward Danielle Wilson, one of
Baylor’s most threatening offensive
players, went scoreless in the second

half against the Panthers.
The loss, coupled with Kansas St.’s
loss to Louisville, solidifies the weakness of the Big 12 this season. While
the conference does have two teams,
Texas A&M and the Oklahoma State
Cowgirls, in the Sweet Sixteen, Kansas
St. and Baylor finished first and second in the conference, respectively,
and both have been eliminated.
Another disappointment was West
Virginia, a five seed in the Spokane
region and darkhorse candidate to
make a run deep in the tournament.
Not only did the Mountaineers lose
to the Vanderbilt Commodores in
the Round of 32, but they were thoroughly overmatched in the process.
After scraping out a 61-60 victory
against the New Mexico Lobos in
the first round, West Virginia was
beaten handily down the stretch by
Vanderbilt. After taking a 35-33 lead,
the Mountaineers could manage only
11 more points in the entire game and
fell 64-46.
The loss is disappointing for a team
that went 12-4 in Big East Conference
play and finished ahead of both
Louisville and Notre Dame, two teams
still alive in 2008.
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WOMEN’S STUDIES

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
March 28th, 2008

The 23rd annual forum where
students present their work
on women & gender

1:00PM - 4:30PM

Terrace Room (Paige Hall)
PROGRAM

i OPENING REMARKS
i

PANEL I

1:00 - 1:15 PM

SEXUALITY, MOTHERHOOD & WOMEN’S BODIES
[Faculty Moderator: Christina Sharpe, English]

Ashley J. Beer
Tiffany Lam
Bosede Opetubo
Roxanne Samer
Erica Shipow

1:15 - 2:15 PM

Constructions of Female Sanctity in the 11th C Illustrated
Life of Saint Radegund
Disciplinary Practices Imposed on the Female Body
Reading Quicksand after “Melanctha”
Balanced Bodies: Gender Equality in Fuses’ Depiction of
the Sex Act
An Exploration of Modern Girls’ Fiction

2:15 - 2:30 PM

i

REFRESHMENT BREAK
PANEL II
HIERARCHY, POWER & VIOLENCE IN WOMEN’S LIVES

i

PANEL III

3:30 - 4:30 PM

i

[Faculty Moderator: Peggy Hutaff, Comparative Religion]
Rebecca Novack
Paying for What You Asked For: Orienting Sex Work in
Contemporary Feminism & Women’s Studies
Danielle Okai
Converting the Channels of Power:
How Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf Won the Liberian Presidency
Katherine Peck
“Mary & Will”: Creatively Entering the Text of Charlotte
Perkins Gilman’s “The Yellow Wallpaper”
Ashley Van Wormer Opposing Traditional Gender Roles in the Pursuit of Truth
Emily Voelker
Dressing & Undressing Griselda: Sumptuary Legislation,
Gender, and Class in Renaissance Italy

“ILLEGITIMACIES”: GENDER & FORBIDDEN SPACES
[Faculty Moderator: Paula Aymer, Sociology]

Kailah Hayden-Karp
Maryn Leigh Kaplan
Gillian Kline
Briane Knight
Alyssa Ursillo

2:30 - 3:30 PM

A Queer Critique of Marriage & Motherhood
The Linguistics of “Correction”: Unearthing the Underlying
Assumptions in Sexing Intersexuals
Gender & Athletics During the Golden Age of Sports
Racing to the Ball
The Upside of War

We would like to thank all of the students who submitted their work as well as the faculty members who generously contributed their time &
intelligence to this event, including: Paula Aymer/Sociology, Peggy Hutaff/Comp. Religion, Susan Ostrander/Sociology, Christina Sharpe/English,
Lisa Shin/Psychology, & Kathleen Weiler/Education.

For more info: 106 Eaton Hall Ƃ 617-627-2955 Ƃ WomensStudies@tufts.edu Ƃ http://ase.tufts.edu/womenstudies
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Thursday, March 27, 2008

The United States and the Middle East:
What Comes Next After Iraq?

An international conference sponsored by The Fares Center
for Eastern Mediterranean Studies, Tufts University
MARCH 27–28, 2008
CABOT INTERCULTURAL CENTER
TUFTS UNIVERSITY
160 Packard Avenue, Medford/Somerville, Massachusetts

With
Lawrence S. Bacow
Jamshed Bharucha
Stephen W. Bosworth
Anthony H. Cordesman
Mona Eltahawy
John L. Esposito
Fares I. Fares
Leila Fawaz
Shai Feldman
F. Gregory Gause III
Fawaz Gerges
Lee H. Hamilton
Amr Hamzawy
Osama El-Ghazali Harb
Robert M. Hollister

Rashid Khalidi
Rami G. Khouri
Aaron David Miller
Malik Mufti
Vali Nasr
Ronald E. Neumann
William Quandt
William A. Rugh
Thom Shanker
Khalil Shikaki
Richard Shultz
Shibley Telhami
Stephen Van Evera
Ibrahim Warde
Judith S. Yaphe
Anthony Zinni
ILLUSTRATION BY WASMA'A CHORBACHI

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Thursday, March 27, 2008

Friday, March 28, 2008

WELCOME
3:00–3:15 p.m.

SESSION II
8:45–10:30 a.m.
The Arab-Israeli Conflict

SESSION IV
2:45–4:30 p.m.
Islamic Parties and Groups

SESSION III
10:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Democracy and Reform

SESSION V
4:45–6:30 p.m.
Challenges Facing U.S.
Policy and Public Diplomacy

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
3:15–4:30 p.m.
SESSION I
4:30–6:15 p.m.
The Gulf States

WEBCAST KEYNOTE
ADDRESS
1:15–2:15 p.m.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
6:30–7:30 p.m.
CLOSING

To register or for more information, please visit our Web site at http://farescenter.tufts.edu or contact Tufts University
Conference Bureau by fax at 617.627.3856, telephone at 617.627.3568, or e-mail at conferences@tufts.edu.
Co-sponsored by Office of the Provost, Tufts University • The Fletcher School,
Tufts University • The Wedge Foundation (The Fares Family) • International Relations
Program, Tufts University • International Security Studies, The Fletcher School •
Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service, Tufts University

