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Legislature approves deadline for Green Line expansion to Somerville
BY

LISA GRANSHAW

Daily Staff Writer

After years of rumors and speculation, it appears that plans are on track
to bring a Green Line stop to campus.
On March 29 the state legislature
approved a transportation bill that
included funding for a Green Line
extension. The $1.47 billion bond bill,
which Governor Deval Patrick proposed on March 14, will allocate funds
for the first phase of design planning
for the extension and set a deadline of
2014 for the completion of the project.
Maeghan Silverberg, a spokesperson
for Somerville Mayor Joseph Curtatone,
said the extension will be central to
Somerville’s continued development.
“Mayor Curtatone is carefully monitoring state action and continuing to
pressure state agencies to ensure this
timetable is met,” she said in an e-mail
to the Daily. “It is absolutely crucial to
Somerville’s economic and environmental future that the Green Line ...
come to Somerville, and do so on the
pre-established timetable.”
The extension, which has been years
in the making, could help allay sentiments that Somerville has been slighted in receiving only one stop to serve
the city.
“The city has only one stop — the Red
Line station in Davis Square — while
we’re home to the second highest transit-commuter population in the state,”
Silverberg said.
She said that new rails will branch
from the Lechmere station to include
six new stops, one of which will be on
Tufts’ campus. One of the new branches will pass through Somerville into
Medford, and the other will head from
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Plans are moving forward to extend the Green Line as part of a project conceived of 15 years
ago. A $1.47 billion bond bill was approved by the Mass. state legislature March 29. The
planned extension will include a stop at Tufts.
Lechmere to Union Square.
The six proposed stops are at
Washington Street, Gilman Square,
Magoun Square, Ball Square, Tufts/
College Avenue and Union Square.
Some are also pushing for additional

Senate will advocate for oncampus housing for mothers
BY

PRANAI CHEROO

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate passed a resolution on Sunday to address the
lack of on-campus housing for
undergraduate mothers who
want to live with their children.
The Tufts Alliance for the
Advancement
of
Mothers
(TAAM) and the Tufts American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
submitted the resolution, and
members of both groups were
present while it was considered
by the Senate.
The resolution, which passed
23-3-6, states that “in policy
and practice, the Tufts Office of
Residential Life and Learning
(ORLL) does not allow undergraduate mothers to live on
campus” and “calls on the Tufts
administration and ORLL to work
with affected and concerned students to adequately address this
pressing need.”
According to the resolution,
the practice of not housing mothers “negatively affects a select
group of female Tufts students”
by making it difficult for them to
participate in on-campus activities and forcing them to take on
debt to pay for off-campus hous-

ing and for transportation.
Alumna Anne Stevenson (LA
’06), one of TAAM’s founders,
had to find housing off-campus
when she was a student because
she wanted to live with her son.
During the meeting, she
expressed concern about the
danger of living in some of the
areas around Tufts. “I would feel
10 million times safer living [on
campus] than anywhere else I’ve
had to live with my son,” she
said.
According to Stevenson, the
university does not track the
number of student parents,
which has made gathering accurate data difficult. She personally funded an advertisement
on Facebook.com in an attempt
to contact mothers at Tufts and
received responses from 19 students.
She also said that she believes
that there are many more who
could not return to Tufts after
they became pregnant due to the
high price of living off campus,
which includes the costs of commuting.
TAAM has attempted to discuss this issue with the administration on two occasions. Their
see MOTHERS, page 2

stops in the area. Curtatone supports
such efforts, Silverberg said.
With their current efforts, legislators
seek to move forward on a project that
has been plagued by delays ever since
it was included in the plan for the Big

Dig more than 15 years ago. At that
time, the justification for the expansion was that it would help offset pollution from the construction.
When the state was slow in implementing the project, the Conservation
Law Foundation (CLF), which advocates for environmentally conscious
policies in New England, sued in 2005.
“We had a multifaceted strategy,”
Carrie Russell, a staff attorney for the
CLF, told the Daily. “We filed a lawsuit
to ensure the commitments were met,
but we were not alone.”
Russell said that the CLF benefited
from a groundswell of support from
both Somerville politicians and concerned citizens.
A settlement late last year led the
government to revise its plan for the
extension and establish a timetable to
complete the extension by 2014 by setting specific dates for various stages of
the project.
“We are enormously pleased to get
the commonwealth to recommit to
the new deadlines, but they not only
agreed to finish the extension by 2014.
[They also] agreed to interim deadlines, so we can now hold them to these
deadlines,” Russell said. The state also
agreed to allow “more public oversight,
so the public can get more involved,”
she said.
Residents and officials in Somerville
are excited that the timetable has finally been set and are eager to receive the
benefits of the extension.
“There are clear environmental,
commercial and social benefits associated with expanded public transportasee GREEN LINE, page 2

Romero-Aldaz is new Greek life director
BY

KAT SCHMIDT

Daily Editorial Board

Patrick Romero-Aldaz, who
currently serves as assistant
director of fraternity and sorority life for Virginia Tech’s Greek
system, will become Tufts’ new
director of fraternity and sorority
affairs, Dean of Student Affairs
Bruce Reitman announced last
week.
The post had been vacant
since former director Todd
Sullivan left almost a year ago in
June 2006.
“[Tufts is] a great campus,”
Romero-Aldaz told the Daily.
“I think students are highly
engaged. It’s a very strong opportunity for me to come and be
part of some positive change.”
A 1999 graduate of the
University of New Mexico,
Romero-Aldaz holds a B.A. in
psychology and an M.A. in educational leadership and policy
studies from Virginia Tech.
He is currently a member
of the planning committee of
the Association of Fraternity
Advisors and the vice chair of
the American College Personnel
Association’s standing committee on LGBT awareness.
Romero-Aldaz was selected
after a search process which featured ample input from students
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about applicants for the position. Eventually, the committee
narrowed the pool down to three
finalists who each visited Tufts to
get to know the system and meet
students.
“Patrick struck everyone as
having the most experience. He’s
been running ... a very large system at Virginia Tech,” Reitman
said. “Their Greek system is as
large as all of Tufts’ enrollment.”
In his new post at Tufts,
Romero-Aldaz plans to advocate
for more interaction between
the Greek community and other
campus-life and cultural groups.
“That’s a plus for the Greek system, if they’re better connected
with other groups,” Reitman
said.
In doing so, he will call for
some reforms. “[We’ll be]
rebuilding the community, and
doing that in partnership with
the faculty and staff and town
of Medford, and really helping
organizations to grow and prosper according to the mission and
values of Greek life,” RomeroAldaz said.
He said he “absolutely” thinks
the Jelke report, which was
issued to fraternities and sororities in the spring of 2006, will
help shape the process.
The report, which was written
by t.jelke solutions, a firm spe-

cializing in Greek life consulting, offered several suggestions.
It recommended, for example,
that the Greek chapters make
themselves more accountable
for their actions and cooperate
to foster greater inter-chapter
connections. Ultimately, the
report offered hope for a successful future.
“I think Jelke highlights a
lot of areas for improvement
and things we can use to build
those relationships we’re talking
about,” Romero-Aldaz said.
“There’s been some work on
the [suggestions] made in the
Jelke report,” Reitman said.
“Some of them are no-brainers,
and some are more controversial.”
Reitman said that in the future,
it will be important to bridge the
gap between national fraternities and sororities and the campus chapters, which often butt
heads over student behavior.
“It’s going to be a challenge to
do that in a way that [keeps] the
Greek community feeling that
the changes are going to work for
them,” Reitman said.
Romero-Aldaz will return to
Tufts on April 17 and then finish
out the year at Virginia Tech. He
will start at Tufts in mid-May.
see GREEK, page 2

Today’s Sections
News
Features
Weekender
Editorial | Letters

1
3
5
14

Viewpoints
Comics
Classifieds
Sports

15
18
19
Back

2

THE TUFTS DAILY

WORLD IN BRIEF
TSUNAMI SWEPT AWAY ENTIRE VILLAGE IN SOLOMON ISLANDS
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NEWS

IGC is excited about selection of
Romero-Aldaz as Greek director

An entire village on Simbo Island was swept
away after a powerful earthquake and subsequent tsunami struck the Solomon Islands on
Monday morning.
“They drifted ashore to this village this morning,” said district leader Philip Koinam, 33, in
Tapurai village on Wednesday, pointing to bodies
on the shore.
In the village of about 500 residents, 54 buildings including houses and a primary school were
washed away without a trace.
Koinam said the maximum wave height of
the tsunami was 20 meters. A Solomon Islands
government official said the death toll had risen
to 28. The number of victims is expected to
increase as there still are many bodies drifting on
the waves in the devastated areas.
The government on Wednesday declared a
state of emergency on its official Web site for the
Western and Choiseul provinces and the northern part of Isabel Island.

CHINA’S WEN KEEN TO ‘MELT THE
ICE’ IN JAPAN TIES
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao expressed strong
enthusiasm Wednesday to improve the relationship between Japan and China when he spoke
about his upcoming visit to Japan, saying, “I’d
like to make it a trip that melts the ice between
China and Japan.”
Speaking at a press conference in Beijing
attended by Japanese reporters, Wen said a
series of bilateral economy ministers meetings
would be launched during his visit.
Regarding the dispute over exploration rights
in the East China Sea gas fields, Wen said, “We
can make it a sea of peace, cooperation and
friendship,” indicating his intention to try to solve
the issue through diplomacy.
Wen also expressed determination to resolve
the issue regarding North Korea’s nuclear programs through the six-party talks. He said:
“We’ve seen hopeful signs (for a solution). We
can definitely settle the issue through dialogue.”
As for Japanese people abducted by North
Korea, Wen expressed his understanding of the
Japanese people’s concern about the abductions
and said he hoped to see positive developments
in talks between Tokyo and Pyongyang.
Wen suggested that during his visit to Japan
he would ask Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to visit
China within the year.

AL-SADR’S PARTY EXPELS 2 LAWMAKERS
Two legislators were expelled from antiAmerican Shiite Muslim cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s
political bloc Wednesday for meeting with U.S.
officials, an indication that al-Sadr and his supporters are trying to distance themselves from
suggestions they have been cooperating with the
United States on Baghdad security.
“We don’t negotiate with the Americans and
we never have,” said Abdul Mehdi al-Mtiri, a
member of the Sadr Political Committee, explaining why the legislators had been ousted.
The two men, Qusay Abdul Wahab and
Salam al-Maliki, will maintain their seats in the
legislature, and the practical impact of their
expulsions is unclear.
The quick reaction to their reported meeting
with Americans underscores the tensions that
have been roiling al-Sadr’s movement since the
U.S. and Iraqi governments began implementing
a plan Feb. 15 to control sectarian violence in the
Iraqi capital.
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki leads the government largely because of al-Sadr’s support, yet
U.S. forces have arrested hundreds of members
of al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army militia, and al-Sadr has
told his followers not to resist the security plan.
U.S. officials declined to comment on the
expulsions or to confirm that the two had met
with American officers.
—compiled from McClatchy Newspapers
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Some changes may be coming to the Greek chapters on and beyond Professors Row
with the appointment of a new director of fraternity and sorority affairs.

GREEK
continued from page 1

Reitman said he is excited about
Romero-Aldaz becoming part of the
staff. “Patrick has a lot of interest in
student affairs in general, so I’m looking
forward to having him as a member of
the student affairs team,” he said. “He’s
going to be able to do a lot of collaborative [work] with others in our community.”
According to sophomore Jessica
Snow, the public relations chair for the
Inter-Greek Council (IGC), the Greek
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community on campus is equally
encouraged by the appointment.
She hopes that Romero-Aldaz will fill
the void left after Sullivan’s resignation
and take some pressure off of the IGC.
In doing so, she hopes that he can help
increase communication between the
chapters themselves and also between
the chapters and the Tufts community.
Snow said that the Greek community
feels like Romero-Aldaz will be a good
person to help them realize those goals.
“He just seemed very enthusiastic about
the Tufts system,” she said.

tion into Somerville,” Silverberg said.
The extension has been supported
by Curtatone, the “whole legislative
delegation, and the Somerville community at large,” she said.
Robert Trane, the president of
Somerville’s Board of Aldermen, agreed
that the extension will benefit the
financial well-being of the city.
“We’ve seen the economic boom the
Red Line has brought to Davis Square,”
Trane said.
“If we handle it the right way, the
extension will be good for the business
community and property values,” he
said.
Trane said that local residents have
been supportive of the expansion
because it will help the community
and make transportation into and out
of Boston easier.
Sophomore Alea Stein was enthusiastic about the idea of bringing the T to
Tufts, even though the stop wouldn’t be
completed until well after she graduates.
“Having a T stop that much closer,
I would definitely take advantage of
it and go into Boston a lot more frequently,” Stein said.
As it is, “I would like to go into Boston
a lot more often but even though it’s
just in Davis, it’s like a whole production to get down there,” she said.
—Giovanni Russonello contributed
reporting to this article.

Resolution advocates for rights of student fathers as well
MOTHERS
continued from page 1

most recent meeting was last summer,
Dean of Student Affairs Bruce Reitman
and Stevenson told the Daily.
“At that meeting this summer, we
talked about the possibility of having
some sort of a theme house. Whether it
included the toddlers living there was
a question because that was not something everyone in the ... group agreed
[on],” he told the Daily in an interview
yesterday.
Some, he said, felt more comfortable
with other off-campus living accommodations, often with relatives. “That was
seen by [some] of the mothers ... as the
best way to approach the situation,” he
said.
Reitman also stressed that he is not
aware of any formal request from students for housing for mothers, but he
said that a theme house, if officially proposed, could be a possible solution.
“There has never been a request made
for that by a student. If there is, we would
consider it,” he said. Currently, several
theme houses, such as the Arts House
and the Crafts House, exist for students
who have similar interests or needs.
Still, government-mandated safety
regulations for places housing toddlers
might make finding housing difficult for
them, he said.
Stevenson, however, said that TAAM is
not looking for a theme house. “We’re not
requesting a theme house. We’re requesting equal access to housing,” she told the
Daily yesterday. She declined to specify
what type of housing the group would
prefer, but said that members would
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Somerville will
benefit financially
from new line

take what they can get. “We’re asking for
options, any [options],” she said.
While Reitman said that it is the
responsibility of the group to make a formal request, Stevenson is disappointed
by what she considers a lack of responsiveness after last summer’s meeting
and would like to see the administration
approach on-campus parents.
“They’re the only ones who have [the]
access and the power to make these
decisions,” she said.

“I would feel 10 million
times safer living [on campus] than anywhere else
I’ve had to live with my
son.”
Anne Stevenson
LA ’06, TAAM co-founder

If the administration chooses to comply with the Senate’s resolution, Tufts
may join a number of schools that have
housing for student parents and their
children, including Endicott College,
Boston University, Purdue University and
Smith College, according to Stevenson.
The Senate deliberated over the resolution for over an hour. Specifically, a
few attempts were made to generalize
the resolution to address the housing
needs of undergraduate parents, including fathers. These were met with resistance from both TCU President Mitch

Robinson and TCU Vice President Harish
Perkari.
“It’s a women’s issue and that’s why
I’m objecting to this change,” Perkari
said at the meeting.
The resolution was eventually amended, however, to include a clause addressing undergraduate fathers separately.
“There was debate about exact word
choice and how [terms] should be included,” sophomore and Senate Historian
Neil DiBiase told the Daily. Still, all the
amendments about terminology were
very similar, he said.
“I think a lot of the debate was trying
to provide for any possible problems
that might arise in the future in regards
to fathers while also focusing on the
needs of this group [that was] specifically advancing for the rights of mothers,” freshman Senator Callie Kolbe said
in an interview with the Daily.
She said that the group of mothers
agreed that the rights of fathers should
be accounted for as well. According to
Kolbe, however, TAAM members said
they had never met a father on campus
who faced the same problems.
“We therefore spent a long time trying
to include fathers but also to prioritize
mothers,” she said.
Although the resolution passed on
Sunday, Director of Residential Life
Yolanda King said in an e-mail to the
Daily that as of Tuesday afternoon she
had not been informed about it.
“If we receive a proposal it will be
reviewed and considered according to
our process,” she said.
—Jenna Nissan and Rob Silverblatt contributed reporting to this article.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“It’s the other side of
[Tufts], the social scene,
that is starting to make
people say,‘Let’s go party
at Wellesley tonight,’ or ‘I
hope Tisch is open this
Saturday.’ ”
Daily Townie
columnist
see page 3
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Ex College class brings in political bigwigs to
teach students about Massachusetts politics

PETE MCKEOWN | DAILY TOWNIE

Townies just wanna
have fun

T

his townie is mad. Irate, even. My
fists are clenched, swears dominate my word choice and there

is actually a visible chip on my shoulder.

NATIONALCORRIDORS.COM

State Senator and Assistant Majority Leader Marian Walsh has been bringing in important local politicians to speak to her Experimental
College class, “The Massachusetts Legislative Process.” Earlier in the semester, Walsh invited students to a fundraiser with many influential
Bostonians, including Governor Deval Patrick.
BY

MARTIN BOURQUI
Daily Staff Writer

Even though most Tufts classes are
taught by individuals with academic
and professional achievements, Marian
Walsh’s Experimental College class, “The
Massachusetts Legislative Process,” is
still anything but average.
Walsh is the assistant majority leader in the Massachusetts State Senate
and a fixture of Boston politics who
was named “One of Boston’s 100 Most
Powerful Women” by Boston Magazine
in 2003. Throughout the semester, she
has used her unique political experiences and real world connections to teach
her students about politics from the
perspective of influential, active politicians.
The class covers typical government class material, such as how a bill
becomes law, but also brings local politics to the students through weekly
guest speakers who discuss political
issues, share stories or engage in lively
debate.
“These speakers are all experts in
whatever topic we’re looking at that
week, whether having been involved
in the actual votes or simply having a
wealth of knowledge on the topic,” said
senior Aaron Mehta, who is a student in
the class.
The diverse and often influential list of
speakers over the semester has included
a former Massachusetts House Speaker
and the Director of the Massachusetts
State Department of Labor, among
many others. Walsh also invited her students to join her at a fundraiser earlier
in the semester, where they could rub
elbows with influential Massachusetts
politicians.
“Tufts is the ideal environment for
this kind of class, with its commitment
to public service and application of
academic knowledge to life after Tufts,”
Kevin Miller (LA ’05), Walsh’s teaching
assistant, said.
Walsh said she tries to focus the class
on two-sided, even-handed debate and
political awareness.

“How do we — right or wrong — participate in advancing justice in our culture?” she said. “It’s by participation, by
knowledge, by listening, and by commitment.” Walsh added that self-education,
voting, and sharing informed opinions
all count as “a real civic contribution.”
Walsh also emphasized the importance of informing students of the
issues from multiple points of view. “In
most conversations there’s more than
two sides, but I try minimally to provide
two,” she said.
Sophomore Kevin Lownds recalled
a class earlier in the semester focusing
on stem cell research. Walsh brought in
State Senator Bruce Tarr, a proponent of
stem cell research funding, and lobbyist
Evelyn Reilly, who opposed stem cell
research on ethical grounds, to speak
about the stem cell debate.
“The class heard both perspectives
on an incredibly divisive issue, and also
gained a greater understanding of the
process by which these concerns are
balanced,” Lownds said.
Walsh cited this past Monday’s
class, which focused on the gay marriage debate, as another example of her
two-sided approach. Walsh, herself an
advocate of gay marriage rights, invited
ACLU activist Holly Gunner and former Massachusetts House Speaker Tom
Finneran, who introduced an anti-gay
marriage state constitutional amendment to the Massachusetts legislature
in 2004, to speak to the class.
“I wanted the class to see the other
side of this discussion; what made
someone so powerful, so knowledgeable, come to that conclusion and to
use all his skill and power to have a
constitutional convention and almost
be successful,” Walsh said.
The 2004 amendment came within
two votes of passing.
Walsh has devoted classes to many
other issues that dominate local, state
and national politics today, including
the ongoing discussions about the minimum wage, the death penalty and the
legality of gambling.
“Basically, turn on the news at 5 p.m.

and any major legislative issue you’ll
see talked about on the local channels,
we’re tackling,” Mehta said.
Junior Susan Rydz, another student
in the course, said that the class readings often focus on recent articles on
the issues being discussed in the classroom. She said Walsh’s own personal
and political knowledge made the news
stories she reads easier to relate to real
life.
“Instead of just explaining the readings, Senator Walsh connects the articles with her own experience as a senator, which helps bring it all to life,” she
said.
Both teacher and students alike were
also keen to emphasize the nature of the
class as a two-way conversation.
“Senator Walsh has been very upfront
with us from the start and treats it as a
discussion class, instead of simply lecturing to us about the wealth of topics
she’s familiar with,” Mehta said.
Walsh also emphasized that the class
was not just about conveying information and ideas, but also about sharing
them. “How did that happen? Should
that have happened? What should happen? How do you feel about it? It’s a real
blend of information, conversation, and
hopefully inspiration,” she said.
The result, Miller said, is a class that
is unique — even by Tufts’ standards.
“While there have been classes specifically about the Massachusetts political
system before, this class delves into new
territory with the detail and breadth of
the subject matter,” he said. “Judging by
the way that the class has been going, I
think that it would be great to continue
bringing the real world experience of
political action into the classroom.”
Lownds agreed that the continual
interaction of lawmakers and experts
with students is what makes the class
special.
“While I’ve learned quite a bit about
these specific issues, the class really
provides a practical, personal understanding of the legislative process,” he
said. “You don’t get that from an article
on JSTOR.”

With my upcoming graduation in May
(just vomited on my keyboard), I need all
the fun at college I can get these last few
weeks, and I’m afraid that Tufts just isn’t
willing to let fun happen. I just want to be
awesome; is that too much to ask?
The situation is this: Tufts is a school
of prestige, international relations and
unparalleled academia. And this very
stature is why Tufts won’t let itself have
fun the way other schools do (If you just
said, “Well that’s why you go to Tufts,
you’re above that,” that’s a huge cop out,
and you need to find your inner townie
ASAP).
I am proud to say I go to Tufts when
thinking of academics — they’re second
to none here and that’s not up for debate.
But it’s the other side of the school, the
social scene, that is starting to make
people say, “Let’s go party at Wellesley
tonight,” or “I hope Tisch is open this
Saturday.”
This past Saturday, my friends and I
went down to the fields with some burgers, some dogs and a keg ... full of Natty
Light and school spirit. Who doesn’t want
a delectable burger washed down by some
liquid gold while watching a sweet, tasty
lacrosse game?
The weather was ideal, the home team
took home the victory, we were satiated
and buzzed, and Tufts actually felt fun.
We even cleaned up completely after ourselves to make sure the school would let
us do it again, assuming if we respected
that then we could keep our fun privileges.
Unfortunately, the fun police caught
wind of a good time being had, and
pounced at the next opportunity.
At the lax game on Tuesday night, they
made us pack up and leave as if our
keg was full of anthrax. We weren’t even
allowed to grill burgers and dogs, and
about 10 minutes later, another Tufts
sports team set up shop 10 yards to the
left of us, grilling so close that we could
hear the meat crackling in the fire.
What happened? The Tufts spirit was
replaced by bad karma, and the cheering never reached the level of Saturday’s
revelry. (There isn’t one cheer I can write
down without offending someone; that’s
how you know it was good.)
Some of you are probably thinking,
“This kid’s a drunk; no one in their right
mind would let students drink at sporting
events.”
And you’re right ... about the first part.
As for the second part, I’d believe you if I
hadn’t been to numerous games at other
schools where the stands felt more like
Mardi Gras than athletics.
I’m not saying Tufts needs to be like a
state school or a place where one can slug
beers anywhere and everywhere. (Though
it would be sweet for like a day if Tufts was
one big drinking game. Late for class?
Chug. Within 100 yards of the library?
Funnel.)
We weren’t harming anyone (except for
maybe the opposing team’s goalie), and if
anything, we gave our team a true homefield advantage.
What is it to Tufts if some of its seniors,
see TOWNIE, page 4
Pete McKeown is a senior majoring in English. He can be reached at
peter.mckeown@tufts.edu.
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Write a Viewpoint!

COMPILED BY MATT SKIBINSKI
Daily Editorial Board

The early buzz about the
upcoming 2008 presidential election is becoming
steadily louder as politically interested Jumbos
gear up for what may be
a very competitive primary election season among
Democratic and Republican
candidates.
With a large candidate
pool full of presidential
hopefuls from a variety of
backgrounds, pundits and
analysts have had their
hands full with speculation
about what may happen in
the year to come.
Early this week, candidates released their firstquarter fundraising numbers, which are often seen
as early indicators of their
chances in the primary
and general elections. In
this installment of “By the
Numbers,” the Daily takes
a first look at the numbers
behind the coming campaign season, and how they
compare to elections in the
past.
8
Total
number
of
Democratic candidates who
have announced that they
are running
10
Total
number
of
Republican candidates who
have announced that they
are running
$115.5 million Reported
funds raised by the top six
2008 frontrunners, according to BBC News
$65 million Funds raised by
the top three Democratic
candidates
$50.5 million Funds raised
by the top three Republican
candidates
$26 million Funds raised
by Democratic candidate
Hillary Clinton
$25 million Funds raised
by Democratic candidate
Barack Obama
$23 million Funds raised by
Republican candidate and

former Mass. Governor Mitt
Romney
0 Number of black candidates who have ever won a
Democratic or Republican
primary
0 Number of female candidates who have ever won a
Democratic or Republican
primary
0 Number of Mormon candidates who have ever won
a Democratic or Republican
primary
$15 million Funds raised
by Republic candidate Rudy
Giuliani
$14 million Funds raised by
Democratic candidate John
Edwards
$12.5 million Funds raised
by Republican candidate
John McCain
$6 million Amount raised
by Tufts alumnus and
New Mexico Governor Bill
Richardson (A ’70, F ’71),
who was not among the top
six fundraisers
$8.9 million First-quarter
fundraising record prior to
the 2008 election, set by
Democratic candidate Al
Gore during his 2000 election campaign
$7 million Amount George
W. Bush raised in that quarter
50,000 Number of donors
who contributed to Clinton’s
first quarter funds, according to the New York Times
100,000 Number of donors
who contributed to Obama’s
funds, according to the
Washington Post
60,000 Number of donors
who contributed to John
McCain’s funds, according
to USA Today
—compiled from BBC News,
the New York Times, the
Washington Post, Opensecrets.
org and USA Today

Townie tells Jumbos to seize
the day while they still can
TOWNIE
continued from page 3

who have worked hard here for
four long years, decide to have a
few adult sodas and some lunch
on a sunny, spring day? Isn’t that
what senior spring is?

I’m sorry, but to me,
and many of my
friends, fun is a huge
aspect of a good college experience, along
with a respected
diploma.
Granted, this article is a relatively spoiled one indeed. I’m
about to graduate from one of
the best schools in the entire
country and I’m complaining
about not having enough fun.
I’m sorry, but to me, and many of
my friends, fun is a huge aspect
of a good college experience,
along with a respected diploma.
People keep telling me that

graduating is just the beginning,
that the best times of my life are
still ahead of me, and I believe
that, to a certain extent. I’m sure
starting a family is a feeling like
no other and having success in
an occupation can be as rewarding as anything I can do in college (except for maybe the time
I did a minute long keg stand, or
the time I convinced an entire
tour group I spent time in prison).
But college is not the time to
worry about the next step. It’s
the time to have fun in the now,
and I think Tufts is forgetting
this.
Too many students feel the
pressure of getting a high-paying job right away and let their
thoughts of a rich future get in
the way of their last moments in
school. Granted, I’m most likely
going to be bagging groceries
or pulling weeds this summer
while I figure out my plan, but I
don’t want to look back at Tufts
and think I could have had more
fun.
Unfortunately, that last sentence was literal. I can basically
see Tufts from my house.

Send submissions of 700 to 1,000 words in
length to viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com
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COURTESTY MELODESIAC

Melodesiac’s debut ‘Hands High’ redefines hip-hop
Last year’s ‘Battle of the Bands’ winner’s new album is infused with elements of jazz, hip-hop and more
Contributing Writer and Daily Editorial Board

often overly-synthetic and over-produced
world of mainstream rap and hip-hop.

Bursting into the Boston music scene
with enough live energy, skill and members for two bands comes Tufts’ very own
Melodesiac, a nine-piece live hip-hop collective that effortlessly crosses genres and
musical styles.
Last April, the band opened at Spring
Fling, earning the spot by rocking to the
top at Battle of the Bands. “It was great to
win Battle of the Bands,” senior Lawrence
“eLCee” Charles said, adding that they
“wished we could have performed later.”
Now, Melodesiac can scratch another
item off their to-do list: the debut album.
The band’s 12-track, self-produced and
self-released “Hands High” is available
for purchase, but the band members are
doing more than selling CDs from their
dorms or car trunks. Copies will also be
available from CDFreedom.com and the
iTunes Store as early as April 9.
Featuring Charles and Robert “Brent”
Patterson (LA ’05) on vocals, the eclectic
group also boasts a horn section made
up of junior James Harris (baritone saxophone), senior Nehemiah Green (tenor
saxophone), and Yoni Dvorkis (alto saxophone) (LA ’05).
With seniors Ben Bornstein on drums,
Aaron Mehta on electric bass, Shahan
Nercessian playing guitar and junior Arlen
Spiro on keyboards, the group provides a
refreshing and unique alternative to the

All that jazz and more
“The heart of everything we do is
jazz, whether you hear it or not, from
song to song,” guitarist Nercessian said.
Nercessian and Mehta point to the influence of legendary jazz artists like John
Coltrane and jazz-funk groups like Soulive
or Joshua Redman Elastic Band. “The thing
about the band is that everyone brings
their own background to it,” Mehta said.
“I’m most strongly influenced by rap
acts like The Roots, Mos Def, Common,
A Tribe Called Quest and all those guys,
and rock bands like 311, Rage Against
the Machine and Stone Temple Pilots,”
Nercessian said.
Mehta affirmed the influence of live hiphop bands like The Roots on Melodesiac’s
vision of their band. “Pretty much anyone
who plays live hip-hop, at this point, we
count as our influences,” Mehta said.
“Nas gave me the confidence to do
whatever I feel like doing; you know, if
I want to sing on a track or rap on a
track depending on my mood,” Charles
said. Patterson, the band’s other vocalist,
“brings the whole reggae thing, he wrote
the majority of the reggae track on the
album, and ... Brent was originally more of
a singer, a soul thing, he’s huge into Curtis
Mayfield,” Mehta said.
This diverse range of influences gives the
band a unique musical identity. Explaining

BY JOSH

ZEIDEL AND GREGORY CONNOR

why Nas is his favorite rapper, Charles said
he likes that “you can’t pigeonhole him as
an artist; different albums and even different songs on the same album convey
different moods.”
Regarding their genre, Charles said, “[In]
terms of ... a label, I’ve been flip-flopping
with that idea ... in the beginning I would
have said we’re a hip-hop band in general
... I would still say that you could call it a
hip-hop band, but we have blurred the
lines between genres a lot.”
Chance meeting gives the band a lucky
break
With their individual sound and style,
perhaps it was only a matter of time before
Melodesiac was noticed by the music
community outside of Tufts. One of the
band’s biggest breaks came “completely by
chance,” Charles said.
While playing in the Emergenza Festival
last year, “one of the judges loved us,”
Charles said. The judge worked for a company called Nimbit, and whom he encouraged Melodesiac to work with in order to
obtain a distribution deal through iTunes
and CDFreedom.com. Inclusion in the
iTunes Store is a valuable promotional tool
not usually open to many up-and-coming
college musicians; despite that advantage,
Nercessian predicts that many copies of
the band’s upcoming debut album will still
be sold through live shows.
While Melodesiac was knocked out of
the Emergenza Festival competition after

placing third in the second-to-last U.S.
round, it still proved to be a very valuable
experience, even if they only distribute a
fraction of their total sales online.
The band can’t play Battle of the Bands
this year due to a rule that excludes past
winners, but this doesn’t mean Melodesiac
doesn’t have a bright horizon ahead. The
band looks forward not only to playing
at Clark University’s Spree Day alongside
Lupe Fiasco and State Radio later this
month, but to their future as a band after
Tufts as well.
With five seniors in the band preparing to graduate in a little over a month,
it is a particularly important time for
Melodesiac, who has “real life ahead of
us,” Charles said.
Looking to the future, Charles maintains that the band isn’t ready to put aside
all their hard work and musical ambitions yet, preferring to see the next couple
months as a test of their strength as a
group. “My opinion changes on this every
day,” Nercessian said. But with the release
of their debut CD, Melodesiac have found
the catalyst that keeps them motivated
and optimistic.
Melodesiac reflects on ‘Hands High’
While the band’s sound has been a work
in progress since it formed, the title of
their first album was decided upon rather
quickly.
see FEATURE, page 11
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WEEKENDER INTERVIEW | HILARY SWANK

Hilary Swank ‘reaps’ the benefits of newest religious thriller
BY

KRISTIN GORMAN

Daily Editorial Board

Hilary Swank adds to her
myriad roles with Katherine
Winter, a missionary-turnedskeptic in the innovative thriller “The Reaping.” The film
details Winter’s experiences as
she enters a small town experiencing something beyond
peculiar — the second coming
of the Ten Biblical Plagues. As
Winters attempts to reveal the
scientific meaning behind the
occurrences, her world whirls
into a suspenseful, religiously based thriller. In a conference call, Swank discussed her
interest in this script as well as
her experiences dealing with
such a controversial topic.
Question : As a two-time Oscar
winner, I’m guessing that
you’re now afforded a greater
opportunity to choose your
own roles. How does your decision-making process work?
Hilary Swank : You know what,
I simply go by the script. It’s
all script. It’s just my reaction
to the script, whether it be,
you know, challenging a new
way or, I mean, it doesn’t matter what genre it is as long as
I laugh or cry or I’m scared if
[it’s] suspenseful.
Q : So it’s kind of a case-bycase basis.
HS : Completely. I’m not actually out there searching for
things. I just try and find
something when I’m reading
that moves me in some way
or scares me in some way, but
ultimately challenges me.
Q : Which parts [of the film]
were scary [for you]? Were you
surprised when you saw the

final product?
HS : You know that’s actually a great question because
even though I read the script,
and you obviously act it in
the movie, when I watched
the movie I got scared at certain points. And all my friends
looked at me like, but you
know what happens. And yet
I forgot that some of those
things happened.
Q : What did you need to do to
prepare for your role? Did you
have to go back and re-read
parts of the Bible or anything
along those lines?
HS : I played a person who was
a missionary and who had
faith in the beginning, but then
loses her faith and becomes a
professor of debunking miracles and myths. What I did
was — there’s a lot of books
out there. And there’s a thing
called “The Skeptical Inquirer”
which is this magazine that
Stephen Hopkins, our director, had me read. And I read
these things and the parts of
the Bible that I read were just
about the plagues. I was just
really interested in reading
about them. But yeah I did
actually a lot of reading just
because I’d never really heard
of anything like these Skeptical
Inquirers and it was really
interesting that these people
believe that there’s a scientific
answer for everything. So it’s
great to see all these different
outlooks.
Q : I know that “The Reaping”
has something to say about
both faith and scientific fact.
I wanted to know where faith
fits in your life. And between
the presence of God and scientific truth, what you feel to be

WARNER BROTHERS

No, that isn’t Dakota Fanning behind Hilary Swank, but she’s almost as evil.
more important in your life?
HS : Well I definitely have more
a faith — I’m more faith-driven than skeptic-driven. It was
definitely interesting though
to read about these people who
are skeptics and their ideas of
it and how they feel like there’s
a scientific answer for everything. But I’m definitely more
on the faith side.
Q : The press release kind of
talked about the battle of [science] versus religion [in the

film] and put the two kind of
like ideas with a lot of opposition. Do you think the movie
really only looks at it in terms
of opposition, or does it brings
sort of reconciliation to the
two ideas?
HS : I think that it brings a
place for both to be seen.
There’s room for both of them
and one person isn’t going to
think, you know, oh it’s more
one way than the other. It definitely... makes you think about

it and makes you think about
these types of things. But I
think more than anything it’s
an entertaining movie. I mean,
it’s a fun movie and it certainly
makes you think.
Q : You’ve played quite a few
troubled characters [in the
past]. Do you see yourself
being in a comedic role anytime in the near future?
see SWANK, page 11

TV REVIEW

‘The Tudors’ promises to execute a royally entertaining season, among other things
BY

DANIELLE PRESCOD
Daily Staff Writer

Sunday marked the premiere of
Showtime’s new historical drama, “The
Tudors,” based on the life of Henry VIII.

The Tudors
Starring Jonathan Rhys Meyers,
Sam Neill and Maria Doyle
Kennedy
Airs Sundays at 10 p.m. on
Showtime
Beginning with a cold-blooded murder
in Rome, the episode promised all the juicy
characteristics of a nighttime soap opera
filled with both gratuitous sex and violence. As the setting shifts from Italy to
court in England, Henry VIII, played by the
infamously pouty Jonathan Rhys Meyers,
angrily declares war on France for the murder of his uncle and ambassador.
After successfully bullying his court advisors into agreeing to go to war with minimal
effort, the king, in true royal fashion, excuses himself from the tedious chore of court
duties for “playtime.” By playtime, Henry
actually means fornication with a lady-inwaiting and married woman, Elizabeth
Blount (Ruta Gedmintas).
With the representation of Henry at such
a young age, the writers trickily established
Henry and his accomplices as 16th-century
royal playboys. This assumption is upheld
until Henry’s wife, Katherine (Maria Doyle
Kennedy), makes her debut. Katherine and
Henry’s tumultuous relationship provides
an interesting component to the drama. It is
revealed that Katherine was Henry’s brother’s wife, and though Katherine has been
pregnant many times, the couple has been
unable to have a son. Therefore, there is no

heir to the English throne. Henry believes
that this is a curse put upon him by God for
marrying his brother’s wife.
Rhys Meyers plays this part with believable intensity and is able to express some
sadness in the arrogant king. But curse or
no curse, it doesn’t stop him from a chronic
wandering eye and reprehensible behaviors. Meanwhile Katherine, the Spanish
queen, seems to suffer at the threat of her
husband’s anger, feeling tremendous guilt
over her inability to give him a son. This
problem is only complicated when Henry’s
mistress and Katherine’s lady-in-waiting,
Elizabeth, becomes pregnant with Henry’s
child.
Elizabeth is advised to keep quiet by the
ever-cunning clergyman, Cardinal Wolsey
(Sam Neill), who spends the entire episode
setting himself up for the ultimate position
of power, the papacy. Wolsey, like many
other members of Henry’s court, is preoccupied with his own agenda.
While Henry is complacent in his power,
his enemy and former contender for
the English crown, Buckingham (Steven
Waddington), plots his death. Angered by
the treatment that he receives from Henry’s
haughty disposition, Buckingham vows
to slay Henry and regain the crown. This
promise is catalyzed by Henry’s denial of
Buckingham’s request to punish his friend
for sleeping with Buckingham’s daughter.
The scandalous nature of the court continues as Wolsey works behind the scenes
to obtain the papacy through threats and
blackmail of the French cardinals disguised
as diplomacy.
As a typical young royal, Henry is more
or less oblivious to all of these occurrences,
as he is self-absorbed and pleasure-seeking.
He allows Wolsey to manipulate a peace
treaty, which does avoid war, but at the cost
of the promise of his only daughter to the

SHOWTIME

see TUDORS, page 12

This ancient wood carving was found near the filming site, demonstrating that Henry VIII was
actually man-candy, rather than a rotund oaf.
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MOVIE REVIEW

‘Blades’ cuts open the delicate world of male figure skating
BY YOLANDA

FAIR

Daily Staff Writer

At first glance, you might not be particularly interested in seeing “Blades of
Glory,” the latest addition to what, along

Blades of Glory
Starring Will Ferrell, Jon Heder,
Will Arnett and Amy Poehler
Directed by Josh Gordon and
Will Speck
with “Cutting Edge” (1990), the madefor-TV “Cutting Edge 2: Going for the
Gold” (2006), and Disney’s “Ice Princess”
(2005) could be called the foundation
of the burgeoning figure skating movie
genre.
Well, whether or not that actually
exists, it’s easy to notice something of a
typical plotline in those few mentioned:
A girl dreams of becoming a skater.
Sadly, there is usually some obstacle in
the way of this dream, be it pesky selfdoubt, injury or unrelenting parental
pressures, but in the end, she achieves
sweet, sweet victory to the soft pop
music wafting throughout the rink.
“Blades of Glory,” of course, brings
something new. With the comic insights
of Will Ferrell and Jon Heder (Napoleon
Dynamite [2004]), figure skating is shown
in a different light. Yes, the dream’s still
there, but this time, in an absurd twist,
there are two male skaters who have to
pair up to make this dream come true.
In the opening scenes, viewers see
a young Jimmy MacElroy ( Jon Heder)
skating outside his orphanage. Adopted
by Darren MacElroy (William Fichtner),

Jimmy is thrown into a life of intense
training to transform him into a topnotch figure skater. As time passes, an
older Jimmy graces the screen, skating
at a winter games competition.
After Jimmy delivers a beautiful routine, his rival, Chazz Michael Michaels
(Will Ferrell), takes the stage. Michaels,
a self-taught skater and sex addict, gives
a sexual but stunning performance.
Conflict unfolds when both Jimmy
and Chazz get the exact same scores.
These scores force them to share the
gold medal. Not wanting to share the
podium, the two get into a fight and are
banned from men’s figure skating forever.
Two years pass and both MacElroy and
Michaels are working in the “real world”
but want to return to figure skating. With
the help of a crazed fan, MacElroy finds
a loophole in the rules. After the embarrassing display, the two were banned
from men’s singles competition — but
not from pairs competition. Jimmy tries
to find a partner without much luck.
Finally, with the help of his former
coach (Craig T. Nelson), Jimmy and
Chazz team up to become the first
men’s pair team. The two learn (ever-socomically) how to work together, hoping to beat their new rivals, the Van
Waldenberg twins (Will Arnett and Amy
Poehler).
Along with this unique storyline, the
acting makes “Blades of Glory” worthwhile. The Ferrell/Heder team is both
innovative and classic. Heder does an
amazing job of breaking away from his
“Napoleon Dynamite” roots, though that
can’t be hard to accomplish clad in silver
tights and peacock attire. While some of
his lines are (shockingly) very reminiscent of Napoleon, he brings a fresh new

PARAMOUNT PICTURES

Ferrel and Heder really buckled down for their pair performance.
approach to Jimmy MacElroy. He is both
witty and serious, and with Ferrell he
provides a source of continuous laugher.
Ferrell does his sex-crazed character
justice with his quick one-liners, jokes
and funny facial expressions. These two
actors definitely don’t disappoint.
“Saturday Night Live”’s Amy Poehler
and “Arrested Development”’s Will
Arnett star as the Van Waldenberg twins,
bringing in their comedic backgrounds
and contributing to the film’s raucous
atmosphere. Their one-liners, choreography and costumes almost eclipse the
laughs drawn by Ferrell and Heder.
Acting isn’t all this film has to offer; its
cinematography and music also add to
its comedic nature. There might not be

any particularly amazing camera angles,
but keeping everything simple helps the
audience focus on the jokes and the storyline.
The music adds to the film’s success
as a comedy. “Blades of Glory” does feature very powerful fanfare-type pieces,
but it also contains a lot of popular
music. Jimmy and Chazz skate to “I Don’t
Wanna Miss a Thing” by Aerosmith in
one scene, while in another Chazz starts
singing the lyrics to “My Humps” by the
Black-Eyed Peas.
In some parts, “Blades of Glory” does
tend to drag, but for the most part it
is fast-paced. Successfully spoofing the
typical figure skating movie, “Blades of
Glory” is a must-see film.

Artist Profile | Rachel Boillot
The Daily talked with combined degree student Rachel
Boillot about work with
Exposure and the experience of
photojournalism.
Tufts Daily: How did you get
into photography and in what
ways do you use it?
Rachel Boillot: I started junior
year of high school and it sort
of took off from there. I enjoy
academics and learning about
what’s going on in the world,
and I think that artists have a
responsibility to look outward
rather than just inward. I think
that they are a source of information, so I look towards photojournalism and using art for
social change.
TD: Through what outlets have
you gotten to pursue photojournalism?
RB: The biggest way at Tufts is
Exposure, which is an Institute
for Global Leadership program
for photojournalism and documentary studies. We do workshops and work with a group of
photojournalists — we work a
lot with Gary Knight and James
Nachtwey. I interned for James
Nachtwey this summer and I
did a workshop with Gary in
Argentina last summer.
We also have weekly meetings for people who are interested in documentary photography to come discuss issues
relating for photojournalism.
Tufts Exposure is my best outlet for photojournalism whereas
the Museum School is definitely
for more technical work, and
working on the practice of photography itself.
TD: What made you decide to
do the combined degree program?
RB: I switched in last spring,
so technically I’m a first year
at the Museum School and a
sophomore here at Tufts. The

Tufts photography department
is great, but because so many
people who are interested in
the arts rely on the Museum
School, I felt that I was ready to
branch out and knew that the
Museum School was the best
place to do that.
TD: What do you think of the
art community here at Tufts?
RB: There’s definitely a strong
art community, but because the
arts are split between Tufts and
the Museum School, I definitely
find that my outlet for the
arts is at the Museum School,
just because I think that most
people go there for a lot of
their art stuff. And because of
the combined degree program,
I’m at the Museum School more
and more, so that’s where I
go for an artistic community. Also, I think that there’s a
strong community within the
combined degree program, and
that it’s a great support system
because it’s a great program,
even though it can be difficult
and stressful.
TD: Where do you see your artwork going and do you want to
pursue it later in a career?
RB: I’ve started to get more
specific about what I’m interested in. I know I don’t want to
be a war photographer; I’m not
interested in the photography
of conflict. I’m more interested
in how photography can be a
source of information about the
aftermath of conflict and different reconciliation processes.
TD: Tell me about this photograph from Honduras.
RB: “August 2006, Calpules,
Honduras. The Doorway of a
School.” I was there in August
with a group from Pangea and
we were working with a school
in that community. The issue
there was that they didn’t have
a place to store food at the

COURTESY RACHEL BOILLOT

‘August 2006, Calpules, Honduras. The Doorway of a School’: I’m currently a sociology major at Tufts and
am simultaneously concentrating on photography at the Museum School.
As a student, I am able to explore many different types of photography and the different ways in which
photography can be used. I ultimately would like to use photography to create awareness of larger social
issues.
We live in an increasingly visual culture, as new technology has led to greater communication worldwide.
These developments create a broader forum for documentary photography as a source of educating and
informing.
I hope to fuse my academic and my artistic interests, as the two dovetail nicely together, and use photography to gain perspective on various social issues.
—Rachel Boillot
school, so kids had to go home
for lunch and they weren’t coming back.
We were working for an NGO
down there called Fucohso, and
also providing school supplies
and donated cash to the school
system. I was there both volunteering with the rest of the
group and documenting the
trip.
TD: What are your plans for
projects in the future?
RB: I’m waiting to hear about
this summer — I applied to be

in Cambodia and I am definitely
traveling to Kashmir with Gary
Knight again, and a group of
nine other Exposure students.
As students doing this kind of
work, we’re lucky because we
come back to a community of
people who are interested in
global issues.
We publish books, and we’ve
done two so far, which are put
in bookstores nationwide, and
we exhibit our own work on
campus through slide shows to
get the word out. The workshops are really important for
us as students, and they’re very

educational.
We work digitally so that
Gary, who’s an amazing photographer, can critique our work
every night, and we also work
with a writer Mort Rosenblum,
who used to work for the
Associated Press and then the
Herald Tribune, so he acts as a
mentor for producing a written
piece to go with the photography. So, I would say it’s as
much about the process as it
is about the product, although
the product is essential to the
experience.
—by Sarah Cowan
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‘Hands High’ testifies to Melodesiac’s musical confidence and ability
FEATURE
continued from page 5

“We were sitting around at the last practice before we went into the studio, and we
were all panicking, because we couldn’t
come up with a name, and we started
just going through lyrics, and Brent, our
vocalist, was just sitting there, and he goes
‘Hands High.’ And we were all like, ‘Yup,
that’s it,’” Mehta said.
But this ultimately easy decision
shouldn’t give the listener the impression
that the actual recording the project was
any small feat. “Our initial plan was to finish recording this CD in 60 hours, which
was just a ridiculous idea,” Nercessian said.
The band quickly discovered that unless
you’re The Beatles in 1963 or a hardcore
punk band with a certain disregard for
how you actually sound, you have to spend
more time recording your first album.
“We ended up needing to go to the
studio for maybe three or four more days
than we expected. The whole band had to
take a crash course on how to record a CD,
and this is our product,” Nercessian said.
With a reputation for energetic live
shows, fans of Melodesiac might be unsure
as to whether or not this would translate
into the band’s recorded output. “Whether
or not the live energy would come through
was something that we were really worried about and wanted to try to capture,”
Mehta said.
However, Charles believes that, much
like the band’s ability to operate in many
different musical styles, they were also
able adapt to the recording process.
“Certain songs have more of a live feel
to them than others,” Charles said, “You
can only capture so much live energy on

a CD, but the songs that we intended to
have that live energy have it on the CD,
and the songs that were meant to be
album cuts definitely have that feel to
them as well.”
Looking back on the recording session
and the final product, Mehta said, “There
are certain times when we look at it and
we say, you know, ‘I wish we’d done this
...’ Because we’ve had this album done for
two months now musically, so we’ve had
time to listen to it and get really sick of it
and hate it, and then start to like it again.”
The Daily gives new CD ‘High’ marks
There is no question, however, that
fans and newcomers to the band will
immediately like the finished product
from Melodesiac’s time in the studio.
Melodesiac’s “Hands High” showcases
the remarkable versatility of the group.
The CD kicks off with the high-energy
club anthem “Come Thru,” an up-tempo,
organ-laden track with lyrics designed to
both uplift the dance floor and seduce the
“fine ladies too fly to not move.”
Other upbeat tracks keep the album
dynamic and animated, such as “What
They Say,” a high-speed, funky assault on
the misleading messages of mainstream
rap. With quick-witted lines like “Hey, I
see you lying on a beat too/ Claiming
that you been in a war with your heat
drew,” Charles and Patterson systematically destroy the charade of “a couple girls,
cars and ice” before Dvorkis launches into
an incendiary saxophone solo.
The band’s lyrics communicate some
meaningful and thought-provoking messages, such as in “Live This Way,” the second song on the album, a genuine and

COURTESTY MELODESIAC

Melodesiac, who won last year’s Battle of the Bands, just released their debut album.
heartfelt lament about temptation and
immorality, backed up by a driving groove
of bass, drums and a horn section, with
guitar and keyboard accents providing a
dark ambience appropriate to the lyrical
subject matter.
Similarly, the sixth track on the album,
“Breakdown,” takes a politically critical
look at the current state of the world, as
Charles muses, “I kinda wonder if I was
the president/ Would we still have citizens
with no residence/ And would I put the tsunami before the hurricane/ And leave cats
who voted for me without a f---ing thing?”
Playing on the title of the song, each time
he raps the refrain, “All of these things
make a man break down,” the instrumentalists perform a musical breakdown, resetting the rhythm for the next verse.
Melodesiac demonstrates a talent
for musical versatility with tracks such
as “Latin One,” which could best be

Top Ten | Best bunnies (and rabbits)
With Easter only a few days away, kids the whole world over are left to wonder why a bunny rabbit brings
eggs during the night. There might even be a few kids who’ve been so misled that they believe the rabbit is
an egg-laying freak of nature like the platypus. Still, the Easter Bunny ultimately can hang with Santa Claus
and the Tooth Fairy, because it is impossible to dislike bunnies, which are God’s cutest creation.
Before we go any further we should note two bunnies that didn’t make the list. The Easter Bunny
missed out for the simple reason that everybody knows the Easter Bunny doesn’t exist, and Playboy
Bunnies didn’t make the list because the original top 10 was “Christ figures in movies,” but we couldn’t
think of enough examples, so we decided to avoid anything that will further exacerbate my Catholic guilt.
Here are 10 bunnies (and yes, a rabbit is the same thing as a bunny) that we’d want to have bringing us
chocolate in the middle of the night:
10) Br’er Rabbit — Br’er Rabbit, the popular central figure of the old Uncle Remus tales, is said to have
origins in West Africa as the trickster character whose stories mirror those of Anansi the spider. So this
Easter, children beware. That seemingly fuzzy rabbit guy who lures you with his eggs and brightly colored
outfits is nothing more than a spider in disguise. It looks like “Aqua Teen”’s MC Pee Pants is plotting
something again.
9) Bunny Lebowski — “The Big Lebowski”(1998) reminds us that the seemingly glamorous acquisition
of a trophy wife is sometimes not all it’s cracked up to be. I mean, the man gave her a seat by the pool
and some “allowance, which is ample” but obviously, anyone who goes by the name Bunny will not be
satisfied with such passivity. Plus, does anyone even want to imagine a sex scene between Tara Reid and
David Huddleston in a wheelchair? Let’s get back to talking about real bunnies...
8) The White Rabbit from “Alice in Wonderland” (1951) — Forever ingrained in our hearts and minds,
this rabbit’s punctuality will never be forgotten, despite his occasional lack of manners — “I’m late, I’m
late, for a very important date, no time to say hello, goodbye! I’m late, I’m late, I’m late!” The moral of
the story is, if you are ever stuck in a bad trip complete with psychedelic caterpillars and living, breathing
cards, always remember to be on time.
7) Trix Rabbit — Rule number one of cereal marketing: Only a goofy white rabbit can get kids to eat
ultra-sweetened multicolored cereal that makes your milk look like a chemical dumpsite.
6) The rabbit from “Monty Python and the Holy Grail” (1975) — Bunnies may act all cute and fluffy,
but deep down inside they’re really murderous little serial killers intent on only one thing: death. The
bloodstained bunny from “The Holy Grail” should serve as a warning to the Tufts community and the
entire world. If bunnies can bite through chain mail and rip open a guy’s jugular, there’s no telling what
they’ll do next.
5) Bugs Bunny — Bugs Bunny is no ordinary rabbit. He can talk, he has opposable thumbs, he walks
upright, and he likes to cross-dress. Bugs always manages to outwit his rivals and enemies, except under
very special circumstances, like when he tried to take the Easter Bunny’s job and failed miserably. Though
Bugs isn’t great at distributing eggs, he knows how to turn a phrase: “What’s up, doc?” ‘Nuff said.
4) B-Rabbit — In 2002, Eminem played a trailer-trash white rapper from Detroit with the alias “B-Rabbit.” If
that name doesn’t connote the hustle and straight-up gangsta aspects of street life, I don’t know what does.
3) Peter Rabbit — Peter Rabbit taught all nice young children never to disobey your parents and go
into other people’s gardens — that is, unless you want to lose your jacket and shoes! If Peter isn’t rabbit
enough for you, there is also his entire extended family, Mrs. Rabbit, Flopsy, Mopsy and Cottontail, not to
mention his cousin Benjamin. Childhood is just not complete without their adorable adventures captured
in the beautiful illustrations and poetic words of Beatrix Potter.
2) “White Rabbit” by Jefferson Airplane — What happens when you mix an already-trippy children’s
story and a band that has ingested half of San Francisco’s acid? Look no further than this song to find
out.
1) That rabbit from “Donnie Darko” (2001) — In a very dark vision of the future, one can see a world
where today’s emo kids have grown up and replaced the Easter Bunny with “Donnie Darko”’s rabbit.
Plastic eggs hidden through out the house will be replaced with ninth grade reading level treatises on
existentialism and cheerful pastels will give way to unbearable blackness. Which only gives you another
reason not to listen to emo.
—compiled by the Daily Arts staff

described as samba-on-steroids meets
bilingual hip-hop. The slower jam “No
Man Test” exhibits both the musical and
lyrical ability of the group to adapt seamlessly from hip-hop to traditional reggae.
With calmer tracks like the smooth funk
tune “Easenin’ Spot,” Melodesiac provides
a contrast to the more traditional highexcitement songs characteristic of their
live performances.
The album closes with “My Melody,” a
revised, remixed version of a previous frenetically-paced original. This rock-solid closer
flows at break-neck speed, infused with an
infectious confidence that is both musical
and lyrical. With a three-horn breakdown,
a carefree saxophone solo, driving rhythms
from drums, bass, guitar, and organ, and
a final pledge by Patterson and Charles to
redefine hip-hop, it is difficult to see how
this song, this album, and, indeed, this band
could fail to “take it to the top. Testify!”

Swank discusses blue
screens, imaginary locusts
SWANK

see?

continued from page 7

HS : Yeah I actually have “P.S.,
I Love You” coming out this
year. And that’s definitely a
romantic comedy, and so you
should check that out too. It
was a really fun movie to do
and very different from this
movie and very different from
“Million Dollar Baby” [2004]
and different from “Freedom
Writers” [2007].
Q : Since the film is heavy on
special effects, you had to do a
lot of blue screen work. Which
is more challenging for you
— coming up with a complex
human emotion while acting
with people or playing fear
against something you can’t

HS : Well it’s definitely different and I wouldn’t say one is
more challenging than the
other. What I love is that it’s
just different. It’s different
than what I’ve done before.
It’s doing something on a blue
screen and you don’t have anything to react off [of ] that’s
right in front of you. So it’s
definitely different and mixes
it up and that’s what I love. I
love that new challenge. It was
really fun to see all the locusts
that weren’t really there when
I watched the movie — to
see what I was reacting off of
which was nothing and just
pretend. But then to see them
actually on the screen ... it’s
great how a film can do that.
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TV gets the royal treatment
with new series ‘The Tudors’
TUDORS
continued from page 7

French Dauphine, a union which
disgusts Katherine. Katherine, a
sworn enemy of the French, is
distressed at the prospect of her
daughter marrying the French heir.
Her pleas to stop this marriage are
forcibly silenced by Henry, who,
like the other male leads, continuously exerts numerous levels of
power over the female characters.
This type of dilemma was characteristic of the time period, and
it is one of the few historical facts
truthfully represented. Jonathan
Rhys Meyers portrays an ideal
Henry VIII, at best. Looking at his
character, you would think that
the casting directors never actually saw the real Henry VIII, who
was fat and balding.

Historical inaccuracies aside,
this show is extraordinarily
entertaining, containing humor,
romance and drama. The acting
quality is substantial — not overdone, though the show does try a
little too hard to evoke sympathy
for Henry. This proves to be a near
impossible task since the character
of Henry is sickeningly immoral
and self-indulgent. However, “The
Tudors” has universal appeal in its
many facets and does not focus
on catering to a specific audience. It has great potential with
the promise of further adultery,
treason and a beheading. With the
introduction of Anne Boleyn and
an exciting plot of mutiny in the
works, “The Tudors” will only have
more head-losing hijinks in coming weeks.
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The first presidential campaign since
1952 without an incumbent president or
vice president is heating up long before any
ballots will be cast. It seems that the nation
is eager to look forward and envision a
country sans the George W. Bush administration.
On top of enthusiastic predictions about
candidates (from Obama to McCain to
Biden to Romney to Brownback, names
seem to be popping about like Powerballs
in a lottery machine), states are now jockeying for top spots in the 2008 primary elections. California, New Jersey, Arkansas and
Delaware are just a few of the states that
have moved their primaries up to Feb. 5.
As Barack Obama said in an interview with
The New York Times, “It’s becoming a brush
fire out there.”
But all of this moving and shifting might
be a good thing for the country. If a large
number of states hold primaries on the
same day in February, more voters will
have greater influence on the election’s outcome.
Candidates thrown off by this shift in
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And they’re off...
schedule and unable to adapt will be at a
disadvantage, no matter how much money
is in their coffers. Conversely, candidates
without some financial cushion and flexibility may be unable to pace themselves.
Hopefully, the most enterprising and creative candidates will be the ones who come
out on top, which is the way the process
should work.
Speaking of candidates who are looking
and thinking forward, Obama is certainly
on the ball when it comes to raising money.
The announcement yesterday from the senator’s campaign that his efforts during the
first three months of 2007 had yielded $25
million, nearly matching Hillary Clinton, is
just the latest example of this year’s financial
focus and the advantage that an energetic,
innovative campaign team may provide.
As reported in The Washington Post,
Obama raked in money from 100,000
donors, with $6.9 million raised online,
while Clinton’s campaign reported donations from only 50,000 donors, with just
$4.2 million from online.
That notwithstanding, Clinton’s $26

million completely blows out of the water
the previous record ($8.9 million, set by Al
Gore in 2000) for first-quarter fundraising
in prior elections—just to put things into
perspective.
The detrimental effects of all this fundraising are obvious: the election has the
potential to turn into a money-raising competition instead of a race to determine the
best possible chief executive. On the other
hand, if candidates pour their money into
more advertising, public appearances and
informational material, it is possible that
a greater number of citizens will become
more interested, and even more invested,
in the election.
In any case, we hope that the current
excitement about candidates will prove
sustainable through the next year and a
half. A successful election must include
broad voter participation. The more the
media covers the race, the more voters will
be motivated to become part of the election
process. As long as the country does not feel
overdosed on publicity, then everyone will
win with a more active campaign.
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To the Editor:
The Daily editorial “EPA clears the air”
(April 2, 2007) would applaud liberal justices on the Supreme Court for instructing
the EPA as to how to act. The ruling, however, was little more than judges donning
the facades of scientists and legislators,
one more case in a steady string of activist
decisions.
The editorial cast about the term “global warming” as related to car emissions as
if it were more than mere scientific theory
(granted, we do know that Al Gore could
never be wrong about something). The
opinion was characterized by hyperbole,
arguing that “the longterm view” regarding global warming entails cars floating
under the murky waters covering a former Peoria, Illinois. Hollywood, maybe.
Science, no.
Nonetheless, no matter where you
stand on global warming’s relationship

to the emission of greenhouse gases, we
cannot simply throw the proper scope of
the Supreme Court’s power out the door
because we fear a phenomenon in nature.
Ignoring the sketchy certiorari standing of
the petitioners, the Court swooped into
the battlegrounds of Congress and the
executive to address a public policy issue
that should be decided at the polls. Justice
Roberts echoed these concerns when he
stated, “Today’s decision recalls the previous high-water mark of diluted standing
requirements.” As usual, to placate outraged dissenters of judicial activism, the
Court used insultingly vague words like
“reasoned judgment,” which would leave
most with a perplexed eyebrow raised.
Why doesn’t Congress do its job and
regulate greenhouse gases in cars, seeing as they are the ones responsible to
tax-paying voters who would be directly
affected by the statute? Regulating car
emissions is certainly within the proper

jurisdiction of Congress, although it is a
slap in the face to middle- and lower-class
families struggling to get by in a weak
economy and collapsing mortgage crisis.
Tuesday’s New York Times stated that
“Many said they still harbored doubts
about the federal agency and predicted the
decision would help push the Democraticcontrolled Congress to address the issue.”
If people are concerned that the U.S.
Congress will be the one to pick up the
ball on an issue directly affecting the private lives, property, and finances of its
constituents, rather than the executive or
the judiciary, then we all have a problem.
For overstepping the appropriate
bounds of the Supreme Court, for throwing off the judicial mantle for goggles or a
double-breasted suit with a flag pin, the
Court deserves no applause.
Sincerely,
Ashley Samelson, senior

CORRECTION
Yesterday’s News article “Incoming class will look a lot like its predecessor” stated that the Class of 2010’s mean SAT score is
1443. It is 1433.
The March 29 Features article “Beers, parties and … philanthropy? Greeks look to change their image with new IGL campaign”
incorrectly referred to the IGC as the IGL in its headline. The Daily regrets these errors.
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Human
Rights
BY

NEIL PADOVER | MAN, I’M AWKWARD

ALYSSA URSILLO

Let’s talk about oppression. I am
a white, middle-upper-class woman,
who was raised believing that my
potential and ability in this world
were unlimited. I have never had
to deal with racism, poverty or any
other oppressive hardship in my
life. But after attending the annual
Reproductive Rights and Social Justice
Conference at Hampshire College, the
reality of my easy ride through life
was marred.
I realized, for the first time, that
I am a woman. Growing up in white
New England suburbia, I was always
an over-achiever, loved by the community, so I never realized that I was
part of a group that is still under a
great deal of oppression. But it turns
out, even in America in 2007, women
still face sexism just as much as other
minorities still face racism (which, I
am ashamed to say, I also learned this
weekend).
Granted, the challenges facing me
are much less than perhaps those facing an African-American or Hispanic
woman, or a low-income or transgender woman. However, we are all part
of one group, and we, as well as men,
can all fight against the challenges
facing women all over the world.
And yes, America is much farther
along than some countries, where
genital mutilation is a prevalent custom, and human rights groups are
still treating women from fistula (a
disgusting disease due to prolonged
labor) because women are seen as
property there.
Regardless of these facts, however, America still has a long way to
go. Why, you ask? Well, because prochoice, birth control and comprehensive sex education are still seen as the
social ills of society that are keeping
traditional morality at bay.
Now if you are a self-proclaimed
pro-lifer who is about to stop reading this article in frustration of those
crazy pro-choice feminist agendas, I
beg you to keep reading. My goal of
this article is not to impose my own
beliefs, but to present the issue from a
new perspective: one of human rights
and the oppression of half the world’s
population, in which certain opinions, although personal, are detri-

People who make me
feel awkward

I

t’s been a long time coming, but this
week my column is devoted completely to you. Well, not you exactly,

but all of the “yous” out there who are generally pretty annoying. So, without further
ado, here’s the list of people who manage to
make even me feel awkward.

CORBIS

mental to women’s health and livelihood.
Although I am proudly and passionately a pro-choice feminist, I seek
to try to bridge some of the gaps
between the two thought camps. Of
course, I can’t help my bias and will
certainly be pushing a “pro-choice
agenda,” but I feel that it is essential
to women that other people see this
issue as extremely important.
With that said, I want to define
what it means to be pro-choice. One

of the many things I learned from
the Conference was to pay attention
to language. To be pro-choice is not
equal to being pro-abortion.
It means to believe that all women
should have choice. They should have
the choice to have an abortion, the
choice to become a mother, the choice
see CHOICE, page 16
Alyssa Ursillo is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major.

A bit of clarification is in order
BY

PAUL A. SZERLIP

The following is in response to Hayley
Marcus’ April 3 Viewpoint “Thank you,
I will applaud the pre-meds” and Brian
Schurko’s April 4 Viewpoint “Pre-meds are
people too.”
Did you ever wonder why I called the
pre-meds I was talking about c-pres? It was
to specifically distinguish them from the
entire pre-med population as a whole.
Did I mean every pre-med fits my
description? God no, that would be a foolish position to take. Let me explain exactly
which group of people I’m talking about.
Like many things in life, I think the premed population can be approximated by a
normal bell curve. On the ends, incorporating only a small proportion of pre-med
students are the wildly different types of
pre-meds I talked about briefly. On the far
right end, say three to 10 out of 100 premed students, you have your c-pres. On
the far left end, perhaps a smaller two to
five out of 100 pre-med students, you have
your “good” doctors.
And the rest, the great majority, lie in

between the two. That covers every single
type of pre-med student. The majority of
pre-med students that don’t reside in the
c-pres or “good” doctor category exhibit
qualities from both types of doctors. The
more qualities you have from the “good”
doctor side (altruism, caring for patients,
selflessness, etc.) the closer you are to that
end.
In my first article, I was talking about the
two distinct ends of the bell curve. It was
my fault that I didn’t get that point across
clearly, so for those that didn’t understand
that I was trying to talk about a specific
group of pre-med students, I apologize
if you were personally insulted (minus
Marcus and Schurko). It must have been
the way I wrote the first article.
In my response to Baffi-Dugan’s
Viewpoint the other day, it seemed that
the people she was trying to congratulate fit more into the c-pres category than
the good doctor category. My reason for
responding (and perhaps to retroactively
add a bit of context to my original article)
was to make sure she didn’t encourage
c-pres behavior. The more we encourage

behavior like volunteering solely to gain
college entrance, worrying about grade
point averages over education, and hardcore competition with your classmates, the
more we skew the graph towards the c-pres
side (see figure 2), and risk ending up with
lower quality doctors in the future.
That’s why I wrote the original article.
Are c-pres a problem in society? Hell yes,
I think they are. But the institutions and
people that encourage c-pres related
behavior are also a problem for society as
a whole.
I would also like to clarify another point
that somebody mentioned to me in an email regarding the article (among others).
I’m not saying that the category of people
I’m talking about exist only in the pre-med
or medical fields. Self-interested people
exist in every field in every university and
in every country. Self-interest drives a lot of
people in a lot of places, and it isn’t specific
see C-PRES, page 16
Paul A. Szerlip is a freshman who has not yet
declared a major.

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in length. Editorial cartoons
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day prior to the desired day of publication and must include the author’s phone number for verification purposes. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.
com) or in hard-copy form at The Tufts Daily in the basement of Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor. The opinions expressed in the
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Girls who say, “Let’s play!” (Ladies, you
can make a date with a friend without
reverting back to preschool). People who
refer to the library as “the libs.” Blatant
stoners and drug dealers that wear D.A.R.E.
T-shirts. People that write mushy love
notes to their significant other on their
Facebook.com walls.
People with trick answering machines:
“Hello? [Three second pause] Just kidding,
I’m not here right now.” Oh really? I am.
Thanks for making me feel like an idiot,
buddy.
Girls who call manicures and pedicures
“manis” and “pedis.” Hairdressers who
have bad haircuts. Women who do their
lipstick on a bumpy bus ride. Students who
come back from studying abroad with an
accent. People who say, “I swear we’ve met
before,” even though you’ve never seen
them in your entire life. People who find
out I’m a comedian and expect me to be
funny on the spot.
My grandmother. People my age who
are married. Girls I don’t know who call me
“honey” or “sweetie.” Drivers who give me a
signal to go ahead, and then honk and give
me the finger for “cutting them off.” Dudes
at parties with backpacks. (Seriously, stop
home after work. Relax, wash your face,
and put your bag down. You’re not helping
yourself by carrying around an L.L. Bean
knapsack that has your initials on it.)
People that sign greeting cards with their
dog’s name. White people who blast rap
music in their cars, but quickly put their
windows up when they pull up next to a
black driver. Imbalanced couples where
the guy or girl is exceedingly more attractive than their partner to the point where
it’s painful to look at them together.
Your grandmother. People who sing
Journey songs on karaoke night at the
bar. People who put Bible quotes in their
Facebook profiles right next to 10 pictures
of them getting blackout drunk. Girls who
wear clothing with writing on it, but give
you dirty looks when you try to read it.
Guys who wear tank tops no matter where
they go. (Buy some sleeves, please.)
People who start conversations with,
“I don’t mean to offend you but...” and
then go on to say the most offensive thing
you’ve ever heard. Girls who talk on their
cell phone while running on the treadmill. (Are you serious? I’ve heard of multitasking, but that’s just ridiculous.) Guys
who say “That’s what she said!” after every
sentence uttered. (A hint: It doesn’t work
after, “And then Bill was diagnosed with
cancer.”)
Bouncers at bars who are obviously
struggling to do the math when making
sure a patron is over 21. People who went
to private schools but find it appropriate to use the words “ghetto” and “ballin’” in everyday conversation. People who
shouldn’t take their clothes off at nude
beaches for the benefit of everyone around
them, but who, oblivious to this fact, let it
all hang out.
Students majoring in economics who
couldn’t tell you the definition of the word
see PADOVER, page 16
Neil Padover is a senior majoring in English.
He can be reached at neil.padover@tufts.edu.
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The faulty logic of non-cooperation
BY

MATTHEW LADNER

Let us call the proposed
day of non-cooperation what
it is — another glaring example of liberal self-indulgence.
Representing a vague and
unspecific opposition to the
ongoing conflict in Iraq (is the
problem the war’s premise, its
management, or its continuation?), the suggestion of not
learning as a means of protest merely feeds an overarching unwillingness of anti-war
critics to intellectually defend
their arguments.
Moreover, a day of noncooperation chalked up to a
mantra of “stop the war” fails
to address the reality of our
predicament. Even if we can
agree that the war was a mistake to begin with, prescriptively hollow protests at this
stage in the game do nothing but undermine the overall
value of pointed and substantive criticisms.
A recent Viewpoint, in
broaching the matter, sought
to defend the prospects of
this uncooperative endeavor.
Citing those unwilling to participate as “selfish,” the writer
espouses the day as a powerful
response to those who “choose
to bring death rather than pre-

vent it.” Yet, it is in this pervasive mentality that non-cooperation finds its self-righteous
undoing rather than its noble
significance.
Implicitly rendering our role
in Iraq as that of the executioner, the aforementioned argument brings to light the absurdity of liberal outcry better
than any conservative writer
could. Furthermore, the flippancy with which this unwarranted message is delivered
skews the facts of the situation so as to allow anti-war
doves to feel especially good
about themselves without any
thoughtful justification for
doing so.
Decrying our government’s
blood-lust, oppressive aims,
imperial aspirations and, of
course, our ruthless quest for
oil, those willing to magnanimously forgo a day of classes
conveniently paints but half
the picture. They overlook the
hundreds of thousands killed
by Saddam’s Baathist regime.
They omit the murder of tens
of thousands of civilians at
the hands of death squads and
Islamisist insurgents.
They turn a cheek to the
Ayatollahs gripping Iran, sponsoring terror, and undermining stability next door. They

join hands with Nancy Pelosi
in idealizing Syria and ignoring its ties to Hezbollah. They
refuse to admit the painfully obvious implications of a
withdrawal from Iraq — ethnic
cleansing (perhaps evolving
into genocide), a safe-haven
for terrorism and an unmanageable blow to a region on
the tipping point of war. And
they condemn the country that
protects their right to protest
while emboldening those that
stifle debate with secret police
and religious absolutism.
Thus in keeping with a recent
and most-disturbing liberal
trend of villainizing the United
States while giving the forces of
evil a free pass, those favoring
a profoundly meaningless day
of non-cooperation are in fact
cooperating. Unfortunately,
they are cooperating with those
throughout the world who truly
“choose to bring death rather
than prevent it.”
Blurring the line between our
enemies and our own government, liberals preach a dangerous message of moral equivalency and appeasement. They
at once denounce our complacency with respect to unjust
governments and the abuse of
human rights while lambasting the actions we take to rec-

tify these problems. In turn,
an ideology of progress and
reform has been transformed
into an ideology of inaction
and narcissism.
Therefore, I challenge those
critical of our presence in Iraq
to reject a useless disruption of
campus life and instead devise
a venue for reasoned, sound
and worthwhile debate. I dare
them to distance themselves
from the far-left masses that
find it easier to look inward
and find fault than to acknowledge the threats we face.
And I urge them to spurn
a selfish psychology that
misperceives the uncooperative actions of a privileged few
to be a compelling critique
of a deeply complicated war.
In doing so, an empty voice
of opposition just might be
replaced with one intellectually worthy of our university.
Sadly, however, I’m inclined
to believe that this article will
be ignored in favor of that
which one of non-cooperation’s most vocal supporters
has suggested to be an integral
part of sticking it to the man
— “smoking and hanging out.”
Matthew Ladner is a sophomore
who has not yet declared a major.

You are
awkward.
Yes, you.
PADOVER
continued from page 15

economics (I’ve met several).
That dude on the sports cast
who never played anything
beyond little league but still
managed to make it onto ESPN
with former pros. Kids that
wear T-shirts about the genocide in Darfur who couldn’t
point out Darfur on a map.
The people from the MTV
show “The Hills.” (I just don’t
like them. I don’t even know
why.) People who list a band
as one of their favorite musical
groups when they only know
that one song. Girls I went to
high school with who end up
on “Girls Gone Wild.” (It’s awkward when I run into you on
the bus to New York. Am I supposed to mention that I saw
the video or just kind of tread
around it? You don’t have to
answer. Also I really hope you
don’t read this.)
I don’t mean to offend you
all, but ... I had to say it. I hope
we can still be friends.
Love,
Neil

Pro-choice is not pro-abortion

Szerlip says not all pre-meds are bad

CHOICE

C-PRES

continued from page 15

to go through adoption, the choice
to use contraceptives, the choice to
educate themselves on their bodies, the choice to let another person
touch those bodies, the choice to not
let another person touch them, the
choice to get a pap smear, the choice
to pursue an education.
Pro-choice does not simply apply
to abortion, because women’s health
and opportunities are inextricably
tied to this issue. When President
Bush reinstated the Global Gag Rule
preventing NGOs with U.S. funding
from even discussing abortion, he
also forced many clinics that offered
the only gynecological care to women
in rural areas, and organizations
that also provided condoms, to shut
down.
The Anti-Prostitution Loyalty Oath
that these and U.S. organizations
were forced to sign crippled them in
their fight against HIV/AIDS by not
allowing them to work with commercial sex workers because that “promotes” the business.
In the United States, the pro-life
battle has stepped into the contraception world, so that according to
NARAL, 18 states considered bills
that would allow pharmacies to deny
women birth control. Even rape victims do not have access to emergency contraception at some hospitals
because of the myth that it is equivalent to the abortion pill (as if rape
wasn’t enough to go through).
Abstinence-only education is being
promoted as the solution to social ills
by preventing out-of-wedlock births,
despite the overwhelming statistics
that this is not an effective strategy.
Research shows that only with comprehensive sex education do teen
pregnancy and STD rates substantially decrease.
In fact, in the Nordic countries
where comprehensive sex education
is taught, the abortion rates are lowest. All of these setbacks simply lead
to more unplanned pregnancies and
inhibit a woman’s right to control her
own body, which by the way, belongs
to her.
Perhaps the problem is that many
people do not believe this issue
really concerns them. But this issue
concerns everyone who believes in
human rights. Yes, this is a female
issue, because only a female-bodied
person can have an abortion or take
oral contraceptives; but guess what?
Women are humans too!

Now I’m definitely not blaming
men for this problem. We do live in
a patriarchal society, but it is the
patriarchal system we “feminists” are
trying to change, not men in general.
In fact there are many men who work
very hard for women’s causes. Maybe
that’s because this issue concerns
their sisters, mothers, daughters,
wives, girlfriends, or even bodies if
they are self-identified males with
female bodies. The state of women
in the world today is something that
affects every person.
What I want everyone reading this
article to get out of it is that prochoice and feminism concern more
than just abortion. They concern an
oppression that can only be lifted by
giving women’s bodies back to themselves, and giving them the right to
make decisions about their lives.
Hearing women personally speak
about their abortions at an abortion
speak-out during the conference was
one of the most powerful experiences
of my life. Most of them acknowledged it as one of the most painful
experiences of their lives, but the
best decision they ever made.
Where would these women be
without the ability to choose? And
what about the woman who got an
abortion before it was legal and
became so sick she risked her life for
it? Is that what we want to happen to
our mothers, daughters, sisters? The
high rates of abortions in countries
like Peru where they are illegal prove
that abortions will not stop if they
become illegal in the United States.
They will only become unsafe, inaccessible (unless self-induced) and
cause thousands of deaths.
Sometimes, I do falter in my beliefs.
Last night as I helped baby-sit the
child of a Tufts mother at the Senate
meeting, I caught a glimpse of the
legalize abortion sticker on my bag.
For a second, it occurred to me that
this adorable, energetic boy full of
life could have been aborted.
But then I think about the life of
the mother. Where is the consideration for the mother’s life in the prolife campaign? I also remember that
the mother didn’t choose an abortion. It is the hope of all pro-choices
that one day there won’t be a need
for abortion, and some of us wouldn’t
even have an abortion if we had to
choose.
But the thing is a woman needs the
ability to make decisions about her
own body. After all, doesn’t a woman
know best?

continued from page 15

to Tufts or pre-med.
Again, I apologize for not clarifying this
in my first article. The bell curve idea that
I mentioned before would apply to every
field of study, be it mathematics, economics,
physics, etc.
I don’t have issues with the c-pres alone;
there are many more people that as a result
of our schooling and parenting lower the
quality of living for others. I spent a lot (if not
all) of the previous article attacking competitive pre-meds and generalizing some
of the effects they have on health care, but
it’s much more complex than the scope of
this article. I’d gladly talk about this with
anybody who is interested; just e-mail me or
Facebook.com message me.
But while we’re on the subject, I’d like to
discuss Marcus’ Viewpoint a little bit. Since
I hopefully clarified part of my argument
regarding how I wasn’t talking about every
pre-med, then that should effectively render
most of her argument immaterial.
However, she makes an interesting point
in reference to drunkenness. Have you ever
wondered why different people act differently when they’re drunk? Drunkenness
doesn’t change your persona; it merely
enhances it with regards to your insecurities, character flaws, likes, dislikes, etc. It
loosens barriers created during sobriety. You
can almost think of your type of drunken
personality as a test of character. Note the
saying “A drunken man’s words are a sober
man’s thoughts.”
So while you might think drunkenness is
random, it isn’t. My mentions of annoying
drunks and drinking of coffee and Red Bull
was used in order to convey an image about
the kinds of people I was talking about.
To stereotype would be to say that every
pre-med drinks coffee and Red Bull and is
annoying when drunk.
As I tried to clarify earlier, I don’t think
that’s what I said, and if so, that wasn’t what
I was trying to say. I was trying to point out
that people who exhibit c-pres behavior
probably also exhibit these kinds of behavior, like a mathematical proof that goes in
one direction only. If you are a super-competitive pre-med motivated by self-interest,
then you probably also exhibit the quality of
being an annoying, coffee-drinking, winged
drunk. The converse does not hold true (if
you’re an annoying coffee-drinking, winged
drunk, you are not necessarily a c-pre).
And finally, is anyone really so naïve as
to think that specialization is unrelated to
money? “Money is just a perk,” Marcus said.
Yeah, okay. Let’s say I’m a specialist, and you
ask me why I specialized.
My answer? I really love what I do, and I
felt I had to specialize to get the most out of
it. But it would be unclear whether or not I

said that because it’s true or because I don’t
want to admit that I specialized to make
more money (that would seem pretty selfish).
That’s like if a person from the Bush administration came out and acknowledged that
they fired those justice department attorneys
for political reasons. Obviously, that makes
them look bad, so they don’t say it.
Furthermore, Marcus also says “specialization is not a bad thing.” Well, actually, I
hate to break it to you, but it is. An editorial
from the New England Journal of Medicine
on April 1, 1993 states that medical specialization increases overall medical costs.
It goes on to explain that procedure-based
specialists are “overcompensated (invasive
cardiologists, for example, received $67,000
more than their ‘actual’ annual costs) and
generalists were undercompensated by a
comparable amount.”
There are plenty of articles one can find
about the state of medical practice in the
United States, which are quite contrary to
Marcus’ rosy picture of doctor and premedical infallibility. Again, this doesn’t represent ever doctor in the United States, but
the more we encourage c-pres behavior, the
higher the proportion of bad doctors.
And in response to Schurko’s Viewpoint,
I have only a few sentences. Oh wise and
infallible senior, thank you for opening my
eyes to my insensitivity towards nephrologists (I, too, have access to a dictionary). I
am just a simple freshman, lost in my ways.
I feel like your article was a shorter version
of the monologue/lecture Robin William’s
character gave Matt Damon’s character in
“Good Will Hunting” (1997), except I’m not
as smart as Damon’s character, and you’re
not as funny as Robin Williams.
Anyway, it makes sense that I think premed kids “sit around the library” and “talk
about what résumé-padding thing” they can
do next. Résumé-padding is a little bit more
than that, buddy. People who pad their résumés by volunteering for causes they don’t
care about, or attend conferences that they
have no interest in attending, don’t admit to
doing those things.
In fact, they believe it with a pathological conviction. So, while I’m glad Marcus
(and probably Schurko) think their volunteer hours were 100 percent genuine (who
knows, they really might be), it doesn’t mean
much coming from them. But hey pal, you’re
a senior, what do I know?
Oh and nice work playing the Carol BaffiDugan card (damnation, I should have seen
it coming). As if my Viewpoint is aimed at
discrediting the hard work she does for premeds (nice twist you added). I just didn’t
think she should congratulate pre-meds
based solely on hard work and conference
attendance. There is more that goes into
being a doctor than those two things.
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MARRIED TO THE SEA

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Unconfirmed

LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Solution to Wednesday's puzzle

—Bruce’s version of Married to the Sea
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Event
Commencement
What do you need to know?
Commencement 2007 http://commencement.tufts.edu

Housing
3 Bedroom Gorgeous Apartment
Amazing Location - 2 Blocks
to Tufts, Newly Renovated,
Stunningly Beautiful. 14 foot
Cathedral Ceilings, Glass Blocks
in walls, New Designer Windows.
New: Heating, Electric, etc.
Parking negotiable. Available
09/01/07. $1,800. No Fees. Please
Call (781) 396-4675
5-6 Large Bedroom Apt- College
Ave
2 Full Baths, Eat-in kitchen, New
Windows, Laundry in basement,
All hardwood floors. Subletting
Permitted. Professionally cleaned
prior to move-in. June 2007-May
2008. Call Bob 508.887.1010
Somerville Bromfield Road 1st
Floor
6 1/2 very large rooms. 4 bedrooms, eat in kitchen, wall to wall
carpet, c.t. bath, free washer &
dryer, off street parking. frt & rear
porches. nice yard, storage in cellar. great landlord. $2500 or best
offer. Call 781-395-3886
Somerville Pearson Rd.
2 Apartments available. 4 bedrooms each 1st floor apt 3 levels,
8 rooms, modern eat in kitchen,
2 full baths, free washer & dryer.
2nd floor 7 rooms, 2 levels, eat in
kitchen, c.t. bath, free washer &
dryer, frt & rear porches. big yard,
drive way. $2400 or Make offer.
call 781-395-3886
Spyder Web Enterprises
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368

Housing
John Oneill
Across from Professors Row (2) 6
Bedroom apts. Each apt has living
room hardwood floors throughout
c.t. eat-in-kitchen dishwasher,
refrigerator, washer & dryer, 2
baths, front & rear porches and 4
car off street parkingfor each apt.
$4500 1mo. Includes heat & hot
water. Avail 9/1/07 Call 781-2491677
FURNISHED APARTMENTS
FURNISHED apartments available
in a three family house, 5 rooms,
3 bedroom, eat-in kitchen, on quiet
street (Greenleaf Ave), short walk
to campus, large sunny rooms,
newer appliances, washer/dryer,
porch, plenty of on street parking (permit is NOT required).
Rents range from $1380/month
to $1470/month plus utilities.
This would be perfect for a large
group that is willing to split up
into more than one apartment.
First month and security deposit
required. Available June 1. Please
contact Ed at (781)395-3204 or
apts4rent@yahoo.com.
Boothbay Harbor Region
Former dental office building
includes 4+ workstations, office
and waiting room areas. 3 bedroom colonial style home incl.
with property. $529,000. Tindal &
Callahan Real Estate, 32 Oak St.,
Boothbay Harbor, ME 04538. 207633-6711 www.tindalandcallahan.
com
MEDFORD
4 Bedrooms, walking distance to
Tufts, off Main St. Available August
1, 2007. 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
one off the master bedroom, full
kitchen with dishwasher, garbage
disposal, new cabinets, granite
countertops, quiet neighborhood,
off street parking, washer and
dryer hook up in unit. For more
info please call 617-719-9730.

Housing

Housing

$2100/4br w/PKG for 3, June 1st
(Med/Som Line)
Spacious 4 bedroom 2 level apt on
the 2nd floor of a 2 family home.
Located near the TUFTS gymnasium off of College Ave on Pearl
St. Modern, full eat-in kitchen,
2 full baths, laundry in basement, front& rear sunny porches,
hardwood floors throughout and
parking for 3 cars!! Subletting ok
for the summer months. $2100,
June 1st rental for a 1 yr lease,
first & last months required. No
Realtor fee!! Call 781-983-6398 or
cyndie@hotmail.com

Three Bedroom Apartment
Three bedroom. First floor of two
family. Great backyard and free
parking. 617-448-6233

4 Bedrooms-$2,600
Located on College Avenue.
Walk to campus. Eat-in kitchen
w/ new stove, dishwasher and
floor. Hardwood floors. Newly
renovated tile bath. Washer/Dryer
in basement. $2,600, avail 6/1/07.
Call Angela 617-670-2550 or email
angelam@kssrealtypartners.com.
Boston Avenue Apartment
3 bedroom, 1 bath cable ready
apartment. Includes living and
dining rooms, front and back
porch, storage units. 3min walk
to Tufts. Available June 1st, 2007.
$1575/month (without utilities).
First month and security deposit
required. Call 877-723-7946
3 Bedroom 3/10 mile from
Carmichael Hall
Available June 1, 2007. Beautiful
apartment completely remodeled
features new cabinets, appliances,
lighting, paint, gleaming hardwood
floors, W/D in basement. Parking
permit not required. No pets. 617484-5877. $1500 per month.
Som. For Rent One Block From
Tufts
3 Bed Apartment on Chetwynd
Rd Includes Living Room, Modern
Kitchen and Bath, New Windows,
Front/Rear Porches, Regrigerator,
Washer/Dryer/ Some Furnishings,
Parking Available. 1795 Mo No
Fees. Please call 617-354-5170 Day
Time, 617-776-9007 After 6, Ask
for Simeon

Friis/Marchiando race awaits
the Tufts sailors this weekend
SAILING
continued from page 22

“It was sort of difficult to maintain
winning combinations.”
As the breeze died out, the regatta was truncated, and because the
race was a qualifying regatta for
New England Championships (for
which the Jumbos have already
qualified) they opted not to partake in further competition and
assumed the eighth-place spot.
At the Southern New England
Team Race, senior quad-captains
Zander Kirkland and Anna Martin
were joined by juniors Michael
Easton, Katie Greenlee, Meredith
Ginley and sophomore Baker Potts.
The Jumbos started the weekend
off at Coast Guard, as each of the
16 teams were randomly seeded at
one of the two sites.
Because the Jumbos did not finish within the top four at Coast
Guard, they were sent to Conn.
College on Sunday to compete in
the silver round, eventually taking
10th place overall.

“We had a rough Saturday,”
Ginley said. “It was the first time
the three boats had sailed together
in about a month, and we were
working out some kinks. We went
to the silver fleet and didn’t qualify
for gold, which actually worked out
pretty well. We got to do a lot of
races and improve our team skills.
It was a good building regatta.”
Fortunately for the Jumbos,
this weekend’s Friis/Marchiando
Trophies Team Race will feature
a similar construction. Although
Tufts will compete against many of
Saturday and Sunday’s opponents,
Southern New England Team Race
champion St. Mary’s will be sending its B team in place of its A team,
which could give Tufts an edge.
“Hopefully, we’ll be able to do a
little better Saturday,” Ginley said.
“This weekend has a very similar
format and we’re seeded at home,
and we will have had last week’s
practice to build off of. We’d definitely like to make it into the gold
for [this] weekend.”

Varsity boats post strong
showings in weekend races
WOMEN’S CREW
continued from page 23

“The Wellesley second varsity
was quite strong,” Caldwell said. “I
thought they may have had the best
looking boat we saw all day, and I
think our second varsity gave them
a real good run.”
The third varsity boats performed
equally well, serving as a testament
to the Jumbos’ great depth. On
Saturday, the third varsity A boat
defeated Wellesley soundly, gliding
past the finish line in 7:46.77 with
Wellesley lagging behind and fin-

ishing with a time of 8:16.93. The
third varsity B posted similar results
against Wellesley as well, with the
boats coming in at 7:25.86 and
7:51.63, respectively.
The third varsity boat took the
water again on Sunday, the only
boat representing the Jumbos
against Tulane. Unfortunately for
the Jumbos, the women were not
as lucky and suffered their only loss
of the weekend, finishing about four
seconds behind the Tulane boat
with a time of 7:37.60 to the Green
Wave’s 7:33.88.
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Four Bedroom Apartment
Four bedrooms totally renovated
in last two months. Right next to
school. Do not wait. Will not last.
617-448-6233
Four Bedroom Apartment
Four Bedrooms, three blocks from
school. Free parking. Washing
machine and Dryer in basement.
617-448-6233
For Rent
Excellent large 4 BR apt. great
location corner house at tufts. Apt.
has a LR, DR, den, kitchen, and
bath. Also has driveway parking.
Available on June 1st. Please call
at 781-259-7102 or 781-856-3423
Two-3 bedroom, one bath
Two-3 bedroom, 1 bath cable
ready apartments. Living and
dining rooms, front/back porch,
storage units. 3 min walk to Tufts.
Available June 1st. $1450/month
(without utilities). First month and
security deposit required. Call 877723-7946.
3 Bedroom Apartment
6 room, 3 bedroom apt. modern
kitchen, modern bathroom. nice,
clean apartment. On-campus.
Available June 1st. Call Phyllis 781395-4030
2 Bedroom Beautiful Apartment
Absolutely Beautiful High End
Loft Apartment recently refinished. Entire House Rebuilt. New
Everything. Great Location close
to Main Campus. Parking options
available. Apt. available 09/01/07.
$1,650. No Fees. Please Call (781)
526-8471. Thanks!!

Housing
One Room Sublet
For the months June, July, and/or
August. One minute walk off Frat
Row. Fully furnished room in apartment with kitchen, living room,
bathroom, and basement. Free
laundry. Parking available. Contact
508-725-3553 or sonny.zhao@tufts.
edu if interested.
Great Summer Sublet Available
Gorgeous 5 bedroom, 2 bathroom
apartment only a half a block to
campus! Available June 1, 2007
to end of August, 2007. Large
bedrooms, large bathrooms,
new kitchen, nice common
area, washer and dryer. Does
not get any nicer than this. Rent
is $700 a month per bedroom
but is very negotiable. Call Alex
at 914-844-4359 or email Alex.
blumenthal@tufts.edu
Live In/Live Out
Alternative to dorm. Companion to
Mom + two children in Winchester,
min. childcare. Females. Unique
opportunity. Call for details, neg.
Marilyn at 781-721-0330 or cell
617-417-3279
Excellent Location on College
Ave
opposite track, 3 bedrooms
on 1st & 2nd floor of 2 family
dwelling. Modern kitchen with
dishwasher, self cleaning oven,
and refrigerator. Washer dryer in
basement. Available June 1, 2007
for 1yr lease. $2050 plus utilities.
Contact Sal at 781-646-1377 or
turido777@comcast.net

Services
Storage
McCarthy Self Storage. 22 Harvard
Street Medford, MA 02155. 781
396 7724. Business hours Mon
thru Fri 8am to 5pm, Sat 9am
to 245pm, Sun 10am to 245pm.
Space available to students. Close
to Tufts Univ. 5*5*3 $30, 5*5*8
$48, 5*8*8 $62, 5*10*8 $67,
5*12*8 $77. Please call for more
information.
Relationship Problems? Study
Problems? Depressed?
Dr. Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist and
relationship specialist has a few
openings for students. Complete
confidentiality. Tufts insurance
accepted. Call (617) 628-4961
The Laundrymat
281 Boston Ave., Medford, Ma
02155. Open 8:30am-10:00pm
everyday. Wash, Dry and fold
service $0.90/pound. Pick up and
Delivery. Delivery, wash, dry, fold,
$1.00/pound. Call 781-396-1892

Wanted
Bicycle Tour Leaders Needed:
Summer Teenage Bicycle-Touring
Trips. USA, Canada, Europe. Salary
plus expenses paid. Student
Hosteling Program P.O. Box 419,
Conway, MA 01341. (800) 3436132, www.bicycletrips.com
Summer Camp Staff Needed
Boys overnight summer camp
staff needed. Camp Bauercrest,
Amesbury, MA - 40 miles north of
Boston. Looking for staff in the following areas: Waterfront Director,
Swim Instruction, Tennis, Athletics.
Contact: Rob Brockman, (978) 4430582, rob@bauercrest.org

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

20

THE TUFTS DAILY

SPORTS

Thursday, April 5, 2007

Thursday, April 5, 2007

THE TUFTS DAILY

21

SPORTS

Herman, Milligan downplay significance of rivalry
NESCAC
continued from page 24

West, that’s for sure. I don’t think we’ve
ever looked at it as our right or as an automatic.”
But before the Ephs can continue with
their NESCAC West schedule on April 13 at
Middlebury, they will host the Jumbos for
a double-header on Saturday, resuming
a rivalry with countless storylines. First,
there is their history, which has seen them
pitted against each other in the last two
NESCAC Championship games and four
of six all-time.
Then, there is Herman’s role. A 1986
graduate of Tufts, Herman went on to
coach the Jumbos to three straight
NESCAC titles between 2001 and 2003
before leaving her alma mater to take over
the head job at Williams. With Herman’s
departure, Tufts, which was 8-3 in regular
and postseason games against the Ephs
during her tenure, lost the upper hand
in its rivalry with Williams. The Jumbos
are 0-4 against the Ephs in the NESCAC
Tournament since 2004, as Williams has
captured the last three conference championships.
Herman’s successor at Tufts was none
other than one of her former players,
Cheryl Milligan, a shortstop for the Jumbos
from 1992-1995. Milligan, however, prefers
not to get caught up in the hype surrounding the rivalry.
“It’s just a game, just another game on a
Saturday,” she said.
“It’s clearly a less important game than
the rest of our conference games and
doesn’t do much for us in terms of the
standings,” Milligan said. “It’s much less
important than all our Saturday games,
to be honest. Is it nice to beat them? Yeah,
it’s nice to beat everyone. Is it nice to beat
the people who beat you in the championships the last few years? Sure, of course

Doug Mirabelli:
Great or greatest?
BAULD
continued from page 23

COURTESY WILLIAMS ATHLETICS

Williams sophomore Joey Lye is tied for the NESCAC lead with nine stolen bases this season. Lye has been a bright spot on an Ephs team struggling to overcome the graduation
of three All-NESCAC selections and an injury to junior pitcher Margaret Ryan.
it’s nice. But we got a lot of work to do this
week before we worry about Williams.”
Herman echoed her former shortstop’s
sentiments.
“I don’t think there’s anything extra,”
she said. “It’s always exciting because it’s

two good teams. Beyond that I think it’s a
good rivalry; it’s exciting. I think some of
the emotional edge from my role in it has
worn off, which is a good thing. I think it’s
just fun because it’s two good teams. We
like to play well against each other.”

same time? There has been much speculation over this fact.
Every year a small tribe of aboriginals makes a pilgrimage to touch Doug
Mirabelli’s jockstrap, which is considered to
have restorative properties?
Each off-season Doug Mirabelli rides
the rails across the United States as a hobo
under the alias of Left Eye Hubert? He participates in tramp wrestling to remain in
shape. He is undefeated.
Before meeting Doug Mirabelli, the five
guys on “Queer Eye for the Straight Guy”
were actually straight?
Doug Mirabelli once caught a Randy
Johnson fastball with his bare hand, while
at bat, and told the pitcher he “could throw
harder”?
Doug Mirabelli is responsible for the
series “Girls Gone Wild”?
Legend has it Ken Burns directed a neverbefore-seen “10th Inning” of his “Baseball”
(1994) documentary that solely follows the
career of Doug Mirabelli?
Doug Mirabelli was the inspiration for
both “The Great Gatsby” and “The Old Man
and the Sea”?
Doug Mirabelli has never sneezed?
Doug Mirabelli does not fear fear; fear
fears Doug Mirabelli?
There are two things you do not stare
directly at: the sun and Doug Mirabelli?
Oh, the life of Doug Mirabelli! It’s an
amazing tale, almost too amazing to be
true. But as a great man once said, “Life
sometimes can be stranger than fiction.”
And do you know who that great man
was? Chuck Norris or Grady Little, I think.
Or maybe Brian Daubach, I can’t quite
remember.
Oh, wait, no. It was Doug Mirabelli.

Strong outing from rookie hurlers gives Tufts its 11th win of the season
BASEBALL
continued from page 24

up.”
Though the Jumbos fell
behind 5-0 in the first inning,
Tufts 17, Mass. Maritime 7
B. Casey ss
K. Casey 2b
Grzymala ph/2b
McDavitt 1b
Pontes ph/1b
Ragonese rf
Curato dh
Decembrele c
Catalanotti cf
Sims 3b
Katzman lf
Graham ph/lf

AB
5
4
0
4
1
6
4
4
4
4
2
2

R
3
3
0
2
0
2
1
1
2
1
1
1

H
2
3
0
2
0
2
1
1
1
1
1
0

BI
0
2
0
2
1
3
1
1
1
1
0
0

LOB — Tufts, 8; 2B — B. Casey 1 (3); K. Casey
1 (6); N.Curato 1 (1); Catalanotti 1 (4). 3B —
Ragonese 1 (1) SB — B. Casey 1 (2); K. Casey 1
(4); McDavitt 1 (4); Ragonese 1 (4); Decembrele
2 (5); Catalanotti 2 (4); C. Sims 1 (4). HBP — Graham 1 (1).

Lopez
Gibbs
Goldberg
Hill

IP
0.2
3.1
4.0
1.0

R
5
2
0
0

ER
3
2
0
0

BB
0
1
0
0

K
1
3
6
6

W — Gibbs (1-1); L — Martin.
Records: Tufts 11-4, Mass. Maritime 5-4.

they stormed back into the
game in the bottom of the first.
Bucs’ senior Craig Backstrom
gave up the five runs of his own

in the first inning, despite only
allowing three hits.
“We just took advantage of
being able to run on them,”
Brian Casey said. “We got good
jumps off of their pitchers and
we were able to be aggressive on the base paths. One of
our goals this season is to be
aggressive, and to put pressure
on the other teams, and I think
we did that well.”
A slew of other miscues,
including two walks and two
wild pitches, let the Jumbos
eventually tie the game on a
double-steal by freshman Caleb
Sims and sophomore Eric
Catalanotti.
“It was good to come back
and get the five [runs] right
back,” coach Casey said.
“Especially on a day like today,
you don’t know if it’s going to go
five, seven or nine [innings].”
Tufts was relentless after
the five-run first, piling on 10
more runs in the second inning
and pulling away. Despite the
Jumbos’ big lead, however, the
team believed the offense could
have been even stronger, considering its 20-run onslaught
in last year’s match-up with the

Buccaneers.
“We didn’t hit well at all,”
coach Casey said. “But we put
some pressure on them, and we
ran again. We ran a couple of
times to take us out of double
plays, and that was good. But
we got complacent again, and
we struck out 11 times today.
We didn’t get good at-bats.”

“Our goal is to play
every pitch of every
inning hard, and we
didn’t quite do that.
We’re still trying to put
together a complete
game, and we haven’t
done that yet.”
Brian Casey
senior tri-captain

Fortunately for the Jumbos,
their pitching remained strong
even after their offense fizzled.
Coach Casey handed the rest of

the game over to the freshmen
on his pitching staff, and they
did not disappoint. Three rookies — Gibbs, Jordan Goldberg
and Thomas Hill — teamed up
to pitch the game’s last eight
and a third innings.
“They did a good job for us,”
Brian Casey said. “They got the
job done. [Goldberg] did a good
job, striking out six batters for
us, and Gibbs and Hill got the
job done too. For those guys
to come in there and pitch the
way they did, it helped us a
lot.”
Gibbs pitched through the
end of the fourth, allowing two
runs in his three and two-thirds
innings of work, while Goldberg
and Hill combined for five
shutout innings the rest of the
way. Goldberg was especially
impressive, allowing just one
hit in four innings of work, and
striking out six Buccaneers.
“I thought Goldberg did a
great job picking us up, and
I thought Hill did a good job
too,” coach Casey said. “Those
two freshmen have been throwing strikes for us all year — it’s
all they do. They’ve been really
good for us.”

With a 15-7 lead through
five innings, the Jumbos still
weren’t satisfied. They picked
up another run in the sixth, taking advantage of back-to-back
doubles from the Casey brothers — Brian and sophomore
Kevin — and the final run in the
eighth off the bat of freshman
Corey Pontes.
“Kevin did a nice job hitting the ball down the right
field line, getting that run in for
us late,” coach Casey said. “We
were just sitting on our butts,
while they got one, and got one,
and got another. So it was good
for us to get a couple of runs
back, and Pontes did a good job
hustling.”
While the offense wasn’t firing on all cylinders, it’s hard
to be discouraged by a 17-run
effort. Still, this team will be a
lot happier with a more consistent offensive performance.
“We went through a couple
at-bats during that game where
we thought we could have put
together a couple more runs,”
Brian Casey said. “But that’s
baseball — nothing ever falls
into place exactly the way you
plan it out.”

Three unanswered goals in fourth lead to first blemish on Jumbos’ record
MEN’S LACROSSE
continued from page 24

also added two assists in a sterling performance.
Junior midfielder Michael Ludwig
Tufts 11, Trinity 5
Goals: TU, Connelly 3, McNally 2, Cortese, Ginsberg,
Merrigan, Warner, Whitney, Yarboro; TR, Tedeschi 2,
Cox, Kahn, Slater.
Assists: TU, Warner 3, Ginsberg, McNally, Whitney; TR,
Khan, Trudeau
Saves: TU, Harrigan 10; TR, Palma 15.
Records: TU 6-0 (3-0 NESCAC); TR 4-2 (1-1 NESCAC)

capped off a fine period for the Jumbos
with his second goal of the season, giving Tufts a 4-3 lead heading into the
half.

Both teams emerged from the locker
room with a new level of physicality in the third. A result of big hits, the
two squads traded possessions several
times within the first few minutes, culminating in a massive check at midfield
that leveled a Golden Bear.
The two teams swapped goals in
the third quarter. WNEC’s junior Jon
Hayes tied the game at four with an
unassisted goal, but with the game tied
at five, sophomore midfielder Chase
Bibby gave the Jumbos the lead with
an impressive solo effort. After being
tripped on the right side of the goal,
he maintained possession, regained
his footing, and fired a lefty finish
past Golden Bears goalie Chris Body.
Cherry’s second goal with just three
seconds remaining in the third quarter

tied the game at six.
“That third quarter was pretty important,” Cavallo said. “We had a one-goal
lead three times, and we just couldn’t
put them away.”
But the Golden Bears pulled away
in the final frame, maintaining almost
unabated possession for the first eight
minutes of the quarter, and scoring
three goals in that time to take a 9-6
lead. No comeback was in the works
for the Jumbos this year; Ludwig’s second goal of the game, with 2:25 to play,
brought Tufts back within two goals,
but the team could not draw closer,
despite unloading 14 shots in the period and forcing Body to grab five saves.
“They’re a good defensive team; that’s
why they’re ranked so high,” Warner
said. “They definitely gave us some

trouble offensively, but we could have
played a much better game if we had
moved the ball a little better. Still, you
have to credit that to them.”
Although the winning streak is over,
the team was already looking ahead to
its next games, hoping to start a new
streak.
“Overall, what we should take away
from this as a team is that it’s easy to
get caught up in the fact [that we were
undefeated], but you have to focus on
your league first,” Bezdek said. “The
important thing for us to realize now
is that this isn’t the end of our season.
We know we’re a really good team, an
excellent team, and we have to move
on and realize that Saturday against
Colby is the only day for us to be thinking about.”
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Tufts tops BC, Vermont in Jumbo sailors dominate at home races,
a huge weekend showing struggle away from the comfort of Tufts
Jumbos take two of three races on the
weekend, look forward to Ephs on Saturday
BY

WILL HERBERICH

Senior Staff Writer

As the members of the men’s
crew team look ahead to this
weekend’s race with their instate rival the Williams Ephs,
they hope to ride the momentum of a memorable weekend.
The squad started off its
season on the right foot this
weekend, winning two races
Saturday against BC and
Vermont before falling to
Tulane the following afternoon.
“We definitely had some
first-race jitters, but I was
really excited for these races,”
senior captain Tim Pineau
said. “Because I went abroad
last spring, I hadn’t rowed a 2K
race since sophomore year.”
Although the race against
UVM went well — Tufts won
in 6:34.15, besting the UVM
crew by over six seconds —
the highlight of the day was
undoubtedly the Jumbos’ race
against BC, as Tufts came back
to win despite disaster striking
early in the race.
“Our six-seat caught a crab
about a minute into the piece,
and for 100 meters we had
to row with only seven guys,”
Pineau said.
Catching a crab, which
occurs when the oar enters
the water at such an angle that
it gets sucked parallel to the
boat, is one of the worst things
that can happen to a crew boat
during a race, and it can often
dash a crew’s chances of winning a race altogether. The
Jumbos, however, did not let it
hurt their chances.
“I was really impressed that
we kept our heads while he
fixed the problem,” Pineau
said. “We pulled it together
and kept going.”
“We were rowing with seven
people for 15 strokes and still
managed to keep up with
them,” junior coxswain Faith
Davis said. “[That effort] was
the most I’ve ever seen a Tufts
crew put into a race.”
Despite the brief setback,
Tufts still improve its time to
6:26.47 in the second race.
That success, however, did

not carry into Sunday’s race
against Tulane.
“BC had beaten Tulane on
Saturday, and we beat BC,”
Davis said. “So we came into
Sunday thinking we were
going to beat them, and then
we lost.”
“We didn’t go at it with the
right mentality,” Pineau said.
“We got flustered at the start,
because we couldn’t pull away,
and then lost our focus, and
ended up rowing our worst
piece of the weekend. Still, it’s
good to make your mistakes
early in the season rather than
later, during our more important races.”
Tufts also raced a four-man
boat, which fared similarly to
the eight. Although the squad
of four defeated UVM Saturday,
it also lost to Tulane Sunday.
This weekend the team
will have an opportunity to
erase Sunday’s poor effort
from its minds when it takes
on Williams in a race on the
Malden. Tufts and Williams
traditionally face off in a
regatta in Pittsfield, Mass., but
coaches of both teams added
this race to get their respective
crews some extra racing experience.
“We don’t know too much
about them, but the more racing we can do, the better,”
Pineau said. “We really need to
work on responding to a crew
that really puts pressure on us
[at the start]. At no time when
we were racing BC or UVM did
we really face a crew putting
pressure on us, but at New
England’s we’ll run into that,
so we need to be prepared.”
“We also need to get our
stroke rating up to 38 to 40
during the sprint, and we definitely need to work on our
focus to do that,” Pineau said.
Despite Sunday’s setback
the weekend was a success.
“Our potential is higher
than we thought it was,” Davis
said.
Now all it will take is some
consistency. With the Jumbos’
upcoming race with their rival
Ephs looming, now is as good
a time as ever for Tufts to find
its stride.

With experience Tufts hopes to be even more successful in future
BY

CARLY HELFAND

Daily Editorial Board

After a busy weekend in which
the sailing team sent representatives to a number of regattas,
including the 28th Joseph Duplin
Trophy, the 2007 Ted Ferrarone
Regatta and the Southern New
England Team Race, the sailors
await another hectic schedule,
hoping they can use the experience gained on Saturday and
Sunday to notch even better
results this weekend against many
of the same squads.
Winning the Duplin Trophy
with 106 points and scoring over
30 points better than runner-up
Boston College, Tufts dominated
at home over the weekend. While
the A boat of senior Gretchen
Curtis and junior Chryssa Rask led
the pack with 43 points, B senior
quad-captains Emily Randall and
Emma Creighton checked in with
63 points. Randall and Creighton’s
performance was good for third
place out of 18 in the all-female

together. That’s how we improved
throughout that day.”
“You have to have a strong
dynamic within the team to know
what everyone else will be doing
on the race course,” Praley said.
“Every race that we sailed was
really close, but unfortunately,
close doesn’t really count in team
racing. A couple races we really
wish we’d done a little better in,
but we were still just trying to figure out how we sail together.”
Sunday proved more challenging for the Jumbos, who dropped
their final three races to finish in
a three-way tie with Brown and
Navy for sixth place.
“On Sunday, I think it was more
or less the conditions of sailing,”
Tanyu said. “They weren’t as great
for us, and the fact that we were
only able to sail three races was
unfortunate. Usually you are able
to improve throughout the day.”
“The second day, the wind was
really light and shifty,” Praley said.

event, behind Boston College’s A
boat of sophomores Martha Pitt
and Lily Beck.
While Curtis, Rask, Randall and
Creighton stunned the competition at home, other members
of the Tufts squad sailed in the
Ted Ferrarone Regatta at Yale and
the Southern New England Team
Race at Coast Guard and Conn.
College.
On Saturday, the Jumbos at Yale
initially struggled with the roundrobin format before finding their
groove. Senior Jimmy Praley,
junior quad-captain Kaity Storck,
juniors Lyndsey Gibbons-Neff and
Peter Fallon, sophomore Christina
Kelly and freshman Lou Tanyu finished the day with a 3-3 mark.
“On the first day, we lost our
first two races,” Tanyu said. “That
helped us in terms of working
things out on our boats and getting used to team racing. The
skippers had never team raced
together before, so we had used
the time on Saturday at the beginning to really get used to working

see SAILING, page 19

SCHEDULE | April 5 - April 11
THU

FRI

SAT

SUN

MON

TUE

Baseball

vs. Albertus
Magnus (2)
1:30 p.m.

vs. Williams
(2)
1 p.m.

at Brandeis
3 p.m.

Softball

at Bridgewater
State (2)
3 p.m.

at Williams (2)
1 p.m.

at Babson (2)
2:30 p.m.

Men's
Lacrosse

vs. Colby
1 p.m.

Women’s
Lacrosse

at Babson
4:30 p.m.

vs. Endicott
7 p.m.

vs Bridgewater
St. (2)
3 p.m.

at Colby
1 p.m.

Men's
Tennis

at Bowdoin
1 p.m.

Women's
Tennis

at Bowdoin
1 p.m.

WED

vs. Amherst
3:30 p.m.

Track and
Field

at Coast
Guard Invite
10:30 a.m.

Crew

vs. Mount
Holyoke
9 a.m.
Friis/
Friis/
Marchiando Marchiando
Trophy
Trophy

Sailing

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Men's Lacrosse

Women's Lacrosse

(6-0, 3-0 NESCAC)

(4-2, 2-2 NESCAC)

Team

NESCAC OVERALL

Tufts
Williams
Amherst
Middlebury
Trinity
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Colby
Bates
Conn. College

W
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
0
0

L W
0 6
0 4
0 3
1 4
1 4
1 7
2 3
2 2
2 3
5 0

Men's Lacrosse
G A
Mark Warner
Clem McNally
Chris Connelly
Conor Ginsberg
Doug Smith
Chase Bibby
Mike Cortese
Michael Ludwig
Jordan Yarboro
Tucker Merrigan
Team
Goaltending
Matt Harrigan

11
16
9
8
4
3
5
3
3
1
67
GA
51

10
3
6
1
3
3
0
2
1
2
38

L
1
1
3
2
2
1
4
4
2
6

P
21
19
15
9
7
6
5
5
4
3
105

Sa S%
81 .614

Team

Baseball NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC OVERALL

W
5
4
3
5
4
4
5
5
3
1

L
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
4
3
4

Women's Lacrosse
G A

P

Amherst
Williams
Middlebury
Trinity
Wesleyan
Tufts
Bowdoin
Bates
Colby
Conn. Coll.

Courtney Thomas
Sarah Williams
Alyssa Corbett
Jenna Abelli
Lauren Murphy
Chrissie Attura
Maya Shoham
Jackie Thomas
Bretlyn Curtis
Alyssa Kopp
Team
Goaltending
Tracy Rittenour
Gillian Kline

W
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
0
0
0

16
13
8
6
15
4
8
2
3
3
83

GA
13
50

L
0
0
0
1
1
2
2
3
3
3

6
5
10
10
1
9
2
3
1
1
49

22
18
18
16
16
13
10
5
4
4
132

Sa Sa%
19 .594
31 .383

NESCAC

OVERALL

Softball NESCAC Standings
Team

NESCAC

OVERALL

East
Tufts
Bowdoin
Trinity
Colby
Bates

W
3
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
2
0
3

T W L
0 11 4
0 7 7
0 14 3
0 2 7
0 2 8

T
0
0
0
0
0

East
Trinity
Tufts
Bates
Colby
Bowdoin

W
3
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
2
0
3

T
0
0
0
0
0

W
12
10
3
8
14

West
Amherst
Williams
Middlebury
Hamilton
Wesleyan

3
2
1
0
0

0
1
2
0
3

0 7 5
0 10 4
0 5 7
0 4 5
0 7 10

0
0
0
1
0

West
Amherst
Williams
Wesleyan
Middlebury
Hamilton

3
2
1
0
0

0
1
2
0
3

0
0
0
0
0

6 4 0
6 10 0
8 11 0
9 5 0
0 17 0

.444
.355
.345
.344
.333
.317
.292
.286
.268
.311

0
1
1
5
1
0
2
0
0
10

12
5
17
21
3
13
9
3
3
99

Pitching
Adam Telian
Derek Rice

W L ERA SO
2 0 0.79 22
2 0 2.50 9

T
0
0
0
0
0

Softball
AVG HR RBI

Baseball
AVG HR RBI

Kevin Casey
Kyle Backstrom
Bryan McDavitt
Steve Ragonese
Corey Pontes
Brian Casey
Chris Decembrele
Alex Perry
Dave Katzman
Team

L
2
6
6
2
6

S. Kuhles
Jenna Robey
Roni Herbst
Casey Sullivan
Erica Bailey
Christy Tinker
H. Kleinberger
Maya Ripecky
Megan Cusick

.458
.429
.423
.418
.415
.404
.350
.278
.270

0
1
0
3
0
1
0
2
0

8
9
5
19
11
13
7
8
4

Team

.354

9

103

Pitching
H. Kleinberger
L. Gelmetti

W L ERA SO
1 0 0.00 1
2 3 1.88 21

USILA Div. III Men’s Lax
as of Apr. 2, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Salisbury (15)
2. RIT
3. Wesleyan
4. Gettysburg
5. Tufts
6. Lynchburg
7. Ithaca
8. Western New England
9. Nazareth

IWLCA Div. III Women’s Lax
as of Apr. 2, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. The Colllege of New Jersey (10)
2. Franklin & Marshall (5)
3. Salisbury
4. Middlebury
5. Gettysburg
6. Amherst
7. Bowdoin
8. Williams
14. Tufts

ABCA Div. III Baseball
as of Mar. 26, 2007

Ranking, team (No. 1 votes)
1. Wooster (3)
2. Chapman (2)
3. Corland (3)
4. Emory
5. George Fox
6. Augustana
7. Kean
8. Salisbury
NR Tufts
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ANDREW BAULD | YOU CAN’T STEAL FIRST

The Life and Opinions of
Doug Mirabelli, Catcher

A

midst all the hullabaloo of this
season’s Boston Red Sox, a lone
figure has been nearly forgotten.

He has no $52 million contract, his stats
are modest and he’ll probably never be an
All-Star. But in many ways he just may be
the heart and soul of the Boston Red Sox.

Tufts crew prepares for second home regatta
COURTESY EWAN DOUGLAS

The women’s crew team started its season strong last weekend, displaying both its depth and senior leadership as three varsity boats
placed well in their individual races.

Jumbos take advantage of new boathouse in spring season opener on Saturday
BY SARINA

MATHAI

Senior Staff Writer

Celebrating its first race in a new boathouse on the Malden River, the women’s
crew team started its spring season on the
right foot this weekend, beginning its schedule in similar fashion to last year — certainly
a good sign, as last year’s squad placed fifth at
the Div. III Nationals in May.
“This being our first official race at the
boathouse was especially motivating,” senior
co-captain Airlia Esworthy said. “Rowing past
our dock with all our screaming fans from
the sideline and the boathouse balcony gave
us an extra boost of adrenaline. You could
feel the support going down the river.”
After a successful start on its home turf,
the Jumbos look forward to a second-straight
regatta on the Malden Saturday when they
square off against Mount Holyoke. The team
should have momentum heading into this
weekend after posting impressive times and
flashing its great depth and veteran leadership during its first regatta of the season.
Against Wellesley on Saturday, the first
varsity boat finished atop the Blue with a

time of 7:14.08, a full 15.18 seconds ahead of
the first varsity Wellesley boat.
“I was especially proud of our first varsity
boat this weekend,” Esworthy said. “I came
off the water with a sense of pride for what
we had accomplished. We were warned that
Wellesley had gotten significantly stronger,
so we knew we had to kick it in and get ahead
of them right from the first stroke. We did this
with no problem.”
The first varsity boat did not fare as well
against Vermont, a team that was a thorn
in the side of the Jumbos last season as
well. Although the race was tight all along,
Vermont pulled away at the last moment,
finishing with a time of 7:15.06, while the
Jumbos finished narrowly behind with a
time of 7:18.53. Tufts has much to be proud
of, however, as this is the closest they have
raced the Catamounts recently.
“This is as close as we’ve got to Vermont in
three years,” coach Gary Caldwell said.
“The Vermont race was really close and
extremely aggressive,” senior Emily Wark
said. “They were a little ahead at the start,
but we started to gain around the 1,000meter mark. It was pretty tight up until about

300 meters left of the race, when they gained
a few seats and ended up edging us out by
three seconds.”
Although the Jumbos were not able to pull
through with a win, they still stuck with the
Catamount rowers, putting up a great fight
in the process.
“They were ahead by a couple seats, but
we pulled a ‘power 10’ and got some back,”
Esworthy said. “We were neck-and-neck for
a while. They have a very strong program
and are very reputable rowers and were able
to pull away from us. Usually when this happens, we have a tendency to get mentally
tired, but this was not the case. We held our
own and rowed our race.”
The other varsity boats displayed the
same type of relentlessness in their respective races. Although the second varsity boat
finished three seconds behind the Wellesley
boat, the Jumbos performed exceptionally
well against some of the stiffest competition they have faced yet, turning in a time
of 7:13.9 compared to the Wellesley time of
7:10.9.
see WOMEN’S CREW, page 19

Top Ten | Interesting Sports Friendships
Opening Day busts were a dime a dozen
Monday, as supposed “ace” starters all over
baseball — namely Curt Schilling, Carl
Pavano, Jose Contreras and Derek Lowe
— kicked off 2007 with dreadful losses,
dropping their respective teams to 0-1 on
the young season.
The following day, the failures kept on
coming, as Giants newcomer Barry Zito
thanked San Francisco profusely for his
$126 million contract, getting chased out
after five innings and earning the loss.
Why was Zito’s first start such a struggle?
Perhaps there are chemistry issues. Zito
happens to share a corner of the Giants’
locker room with Barry Bonds, making for
a strange duo: the 28-year-old part-time
soap actor who surfs, meditates and does
yoga, and the 42-year-old steroid addict
who apparently alienates everyone without the first name Barry. It’s an interesting
friendship — one of many that you’ll find
in the world of sports.
10. Jose Canseco and Mark McGwire: One
was a five-star tool who made history by
hitting 40 homers and stealing 40 bases
in the same season. The other was a onedimensional player — a slow, defensivelyweak first baseman who did nothing but hit
home runs. What did the two charter “Bash
Brothers” have in common? Steroids.
9. Terrell Owens and Jeff Garcia: Not so
much a friendship as it is two people who
hate each other. T.O. ruined the 49ers franchise in 2004 — first by leaving, then by
telling the San Francisco media that his
former quarterback was gay, sparking his
famous “if it looks like a rat and smells like
a rat” speech.
8.Steve Nash and Dirk Nowitzki: They’re the

leaders of the NBA’s two best teams, they’re
the two top candidates for the league’s MVP
honor, and they’re developing one of the
greatest rivalries in the sport. But through it
all, ever since Nash’s departure from Dallas
in 2004, they’re still best friends.
7. Johnny Damon and Kevin Millar: The
Red Sox’ 2004 World Series run just wouldn’t
have been the same without these two
characters. Doesn’t everyone love rooting
for a team that refers to itself as “a bunch
of idiots?”
6. Allen Iverson and Carmelo Anthony:
They’re partners in crime … literally. A.I.
has a long criminal record, which includes
making death threats, carrying concealed
weapons and possession of marijuana.
’Melo, meanwhile, has recently developed
a penchant for earning suspensions and
fines for sucker-punching opponents.
5. Tony Dungy and Herm Edwards: By day,
Dungy humiliates Edwards, knocking his
Chiefs out of the playoffs with a 23-8 loss to
Dungy’s Colts en route to a Super Bowl title.
By night, he picks up the check at dinner.
4. Karl Malone and John Stockton: What
a strange duo. One was a 256-pound thug,
known for kicking, elbowing and shoving
opponents left and right, and the other
was a scrawny little white guy who quietly amassed record-setting totals in boring
stats, like assists. That said, they’re both
among the most talented players ever to
touch a basketball. If only they had the
championship rings to prove it …
3. Bill Belichick and Eric Mangini: Not only
did both go to Wesleyan, they were both
in the same fraternity there to boot. Even
after the Mangenius left New England to
take the head coaching job on the Jets, the
two remained best of friends. Don’t believe

MCT

What an idiot…
me? Look no further than the touching
post-game hug between the two coaches
after the Patriots’ first-round playoff win
over the Jets.
2. Joakim Noah, Al Horford, Corey Brewer
and Taurean Green: They arrived in
Gainesville together, they now live together,
and after their sophomore year, they all
announced their return to Florida together.
And this week, for the second year in a row,
they won a championship together.
1. Alex Rodriguez and Derek Jeter: They
have sleepovers. Enough said.
—by Evans Clinchy

I’m talking, of course, about Douglas
Anthony Mirabelli. Number 28. Mr. Red
Sox: arguably the greatest baseball player
today, nay, in history.
Red Sox fans obviously know the legend
of Mirabelli, but his exploits might not be
as well known beyond Beantown. For those
ignorant of Mr. Mirabelli, you should go
and read the classic work “A Day in the Life
of Doug Mirabelli,” a fine document that
allows everyday fans an inside look into the
machinations of one of baseball’s greatest.
From his morning routine of urinating on
his hands for 90 seconds to his traditional
35 cuts with a bat while standing naked
in front of a mirror screaming, “Dougie
is going deep tonight,” it is a fascinating
glimpse into the man’s psyche.
Through it we learn of his eternal struggle with Nomar “Mr. Hamm” Garciaparra,
who, according to Mirabelli, may or may
not have homosexual leanings. We discover that manager Terry Francona unjustly
refuses to bat Mirabelli cleanup. And we
bear witness to his deep friendship with
Tim Wakefield, Doug’s personal pitcher.
But there is so much more to the man
whose surface this groundbreaking research
barely scratches. His is truly an astounding
life. For example, did you know ...

Doug Mirabelli uses a woman’s softball catcher’s mitt to
catch Wakefield? The glove’s
name is Dolores, and the
two were legally married in
1989 before the union ended
in annulment. They remain
friends to this day.
Doug Mirabelli invented the dish Chicken
Parmesan?
Doug Mirabelli is credited with naming
the band Led Zeppelin?
Doug Mirabelli uses a woman’s softball catcher’s mitt to catch Wakefield? The
glove’s name is Dolores, and the two were
legally married in 1989 before the union
ended in annulment. They remain friends
to this day.
Doug Mirabelli’s beard naturally grows
only in the shape of a goatee? It is considered the only perfect goatee in human history.
Doug Mirabelli uses only one sign while
catching: the middle finger?
Doug Mirabelli is actually responsible for
the Black Sox Scandal of 1919? He also gave
“Shoeless” Joe Jackson his nickname after
stealing Jackson’s shoes.
Doug Mirabelli bats and throws righthanded? Unbeknownst to most, he is
left- handed but believes the game would
become boring if he played lefty.
The book and movie “The Natural”
(1984) is actually the biography of Doug
Mirabelli?
Doug Mirabelli once won his fantasy
baseball league after drafting only himself
and Tim Wakefield?
Doug Mirabelli and Batman have never
been seen in the same room together at the
see BAULD, page 21
Andrew Bauld is a senior majoring in
English and political science. He can be
reached at andrew.bauld@tufts.edu.
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MEN’S LACROSSE

Western New England halts Tufts’ winning streak at six
BY

MATT MERTENS

Daily Editorial Board

All good things must come to an end.
Such was the case for the No. 5
Jumbos on Tuesday night, when they
MEN’S LACROSSE
Bello Field, Tuesday
W. New England
Tufts

9
7

hosted undefeated No. 8 Western New
England under the lights of Bello Field.
In a hard-hitting contest that suited the
cold, drizzly weather, the Golden Bears
scratched out a tough 9-7 win, handing the Jumbos (6-1) their first loss of
2007.
“Overall, we came out with some
good energy and played a good first
half but just couldn’t put it away in the
third [quarter], and they outplayed us
in the fourth,” junior midfielder Joe
Cavallo said.
“I think we just didn’t play our best
game,” senior tri-captain Mark Warner
said. “And against a top team like
[Western New England], you have to
really play well or they’re going to beat
you.”
It was clear from the opening minutes that neither team was going to run
away with the contest. Tufts opened
the scoring at the 4:33 mark with an
unassisted goal from junior midfielder
Alex Burnes, his first of the season, but

Western New England struck back with
a pair of man-up goals in the next three
minutes, set up by dubious penalty
calls.
“They weren’t all the best calls today,
but that’s part of the game and you’ve
got to roll with it,” senior midfielder
Matt Lanuto said. “Both teams were
playing with the same referees, so it’s
no excuse.”
Despite surrendering two goals,
sophomore goalkeeper Matt Harrigan
played an outstanding first period,
notching five saves in the quarter,
including one stop with his left foot
that left fans from both teams buzzing.
“We have one of the top three goalies in the nation in my opinion,” senior
defender Alex Bezdek said. “As good as
he is, when you have somebody taking
point-blank shots from about 10 yards
out, a few of those are going to go in.”
Warner, who played his typical steady
game while notching a goal and two
assists, evened the score early in the
second period with a bouncing finish
from 12 yards out. Continuous solid
goaltending from both keepers resulted
in 10 minutes of scoreless play, but
junior attack Connor Ginsberg converted a fast-break that was spearheaded
by Lanuto, giving the Jumbos a 3-2
lead. Senior attackman Adam Cherry
responded for the Golden Bears, scoring the first of his four goals on the day
to tie the contest once again. Cherry
see MEN’S LACROSSE, page 21
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Senior tri-captain Mark Warner, shown here in the Jumbos’ 11-5 thrashing of Trinity on
March 31, turned in a goal and two assists in the Jumbos’ loss to WNEC on Tuesday night.
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INSIDE THE NESCAC

Jumbos prevail in midweek slugfest

Williams softball team tries to
overcome key losses, injuries

BY

EVANS CLINCHY

Daily Editorial Board

BY SAPNA

From first pitch to final out,
Tuesday was an ugly afternoon
for the baseball team.
BASEBALL
Huskins Field, Tuesday
Mass. Maritime
Tufts

7
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Luckily for Tufts, however, it
was even uglier for the visiting
Mass. Maritime Buccaneers.
Despite allowing the Bucs
to rally for a five-run first
inning, the Jumbos came back
and secured a 17-7 victory at
Huskins Field, improving to
4-0 at home with their eighth
consecutive win overall.
“We’re not satisfied with the
way we played,” said senior tricaptain Brian Casey, who went
2-for-5 and scored three runs.
“Our goal is to play every pitch
of every inning hard, and we
didn’t quite do that. We’re still
trying to put together a complete game, and we haven’t
done that yet.”
Despite the Jumbos’ current hot streak, the win was
less than encouraging, as this
was the same Mass. Maritime
team that Tufts blanked last
year, 20-0, as six Jumbo pitchers combined for a six-hit
shutout. This time around,
the Jumbos struggled early,
making a few miscues on the
mound and in the field, allowing the Buccaneers to stay in
the game.
“We didn’t play well,” coach
John Casey said. “It doesn’t
matter who we’re playing — it
matters how we play, and that’s
the disappointing part of it. It
doesn’t matter if we’re playing
the ’27 Yankees or whoever,
we can only control how we
play, and I don’t think we were

BANSIL
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Sophomore outfielder Eric Catalanotti, shown here in the baseball team’s 4-2
win over Bates Friday, had an RBI double in the second inning of the Jumbos’
win over Mass Maritime.
because he’s better than that,”
ready.”
The Buccaneers jumped on coach Casey said of Lopez.
senior pitcher Carlos Lopez in “We talked a lot about him
the first inning, tagging him for having to be really, really loose
five runs, three of them earned, on a day like today, because
on six hits. Casey pulled Lopez it’s hard to be loose. And his
midway through the first, giv- pitches weren’t moving — the
ing freshman David Gibbs the ball was straight, and it was
ball to finish the inning.
“I
was
disappointed,
see BASEBALL, page 21

Williams entered the 2007 softball season having earned a reputation as the unquestioned leader
of the NESCAC West, winning all
six division titles awarded. During
that time the Ephs had posted a
44-4 regular season mark against
their West foes, including a perfect
24-0 record against Little Three
rivals Wesleyan and Amherst.
But this year, it was only inevitable that the team would suffer
a letdown given the key losses
it incurred, particularly after the
graduation of three All-NESCAC
selections in pitcher Clara Hard,
second baseman Alana Frost
and first baseman Laura Noel.
A three-time NESCAC Pitcher of
the Year, Hard posted a sparkling
1.86 ERA in her senior campaign,
while Frost paced the conference
with a .443 batting average. Noel
and classmate Christine Williams,
meanwhile, were among the top
five run producers for the Ephs
last season.
Even with the loss of such a
heralded class, however, Williams
does not consider 2007 to be a
rebuilding year.
“We lost a lot of talent,” coach
Kris Herman said. “But I like to
look at each season as its own
entity ... The losses are their own
thing. It’s not something we
looked at for our team this year.”
Compounding the absence
of Hard, in particular, has been
an arm injury to junior pitcher
Margaret Ryan, who posted a
lower ERA and opponent batting
average than Hard in seven fewer
starts in 2006. Though she has
altered her delivery, hoping to
pitch through the injury, Ryan has
undoubtedly been limited this
year, with a 2-5 record and an 8.96
ERA.
“With Margaret as an indi-

vidual, it’s a wait and see with
how much stronger she can get,”
Herman said. “One of the issues
is not just the change in delivery
but the fact that she wasn’t able to
pitch the volume of pitching and
preparation for the season, so she
simply hasn’t pitched a lot. When
she gets her arm just generally
conditioned, we think she’ll be an
impact pitcher for us.”
Perhaps the surest sign that
2007 will be an uncharacteristically challenging season for the Ephs
has been in the win-loss columns.
Williams dropped the last seven
games of a late-March spring trip
to the Sun West Tournament in
Orange, Calif., including a 14-0
mercy-rule setback to Tufts on
March 22. The Ephs then lost 8-7
to NESCAC West rival Wesleyan in
their home opener on March 30,
the first time Williams had lost to
the Cardinals since the inception
of divisional play in 2001.
But the West foes seeking to
dethrone Williams this year will
have to overcome key losses of
their own. Both Amherst and
Middlebury, the two squads with
the best chance of unseating the
Ephs in the division, graduated
their only All-NESCAC picks from
last season. The Lord Jeffs lost
first-team pitcher Miya Warner,
the conference’s leader in strikeouts in 2006, while the Panthers
graduated second-team catcher
Lauren Battaglia, whose .482 onbase percentage was top in the
NESCAC last year.
Williams, however, refuses to
underestimate its divisional competition.
“For the past three to five years,
the best of the rest has been getting stronger in the NESCAC overall on both sides,” Herman said.
“It’s never a given in our locker
room that we’re going to win the
see NESCAC, page 21

