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Fearing Tax Rise Will Cost Jobs,
Tobacco Workers Plan a Protest

SPECIat tc. Th New Yark Times -
RICHMOND, Mareh 7 — The colos- ' Cancer Society, Sharon Jenkins-
sal Philip Motris US.A. plant here, | Brown, said she wondered what Phifip’,
which turns out half 2 billion cigarettes i Morris stockhoklers would think of the
& day, will ga silent on Wednesday 28 workers’ demonstrating while the
?he smployees g%t tha d:}y oft and ﬁ{ plant was idle,
ree ride 0 Washington for a march ; [
against a proposed increase in Federal | Snme_ ""‘"_“ Aren’t Free
obacen taxes, : “In qur mind, it, shows the despera-
Organizers of the demonstration, | tion of the industry,”” eaid Ms. Jenkins-
hilled as a “'Save Our Jobs" rally, Brown, who is manager of media rela-
predicted that 17,000 cigarete workers , tons for the cancer society’s Tobaceo
and tobaceo growers would gather ar: Tax Policy Project. -~
the White House, then march to the She said she Xnew of no pianned:
Capitnt and distribute petitions oppos- ; counterdemanstration. e
ing the tax increase. i The Philip Morris caravan will be
The proposal, which the Clinton Ad- | jeined by 145 busioads of tobacco wgrks,
minisiration is seeking 1o finance itg €S and supportérs from the R T
plan to overhau! the health szre| REYNOWS cigarette plant in Winston-
system, woukd raise the tax cn a pack | Salem, N.C, Ms, Ellis said. Those work-
of ciparettes 1o 99 cents from 24 cents. | €7s are also gelling the day off,, but
Aboul 7,200 of the 9,000 Philip Morris | they are being asked 1o pay 330 {or bus-
workers here pian to march, said Jay; fare, Officials at both cempanies said.
. Poole, the company's director of | parbicipation was voluntary. -
government and community relations, - Ms. Ellis defended giving workers
Mr. Pogle said ahout 1,800 tobacco thedayofffora pohthal purpose. “Our
growers, suppliers and other support. ; ¢Mployees are lobbying on behaif of
ers wuuld be in the company’s 162-bug | the industry,” she said. “They're work:
<aravan o Washington, | ing in Washington, -
“They're concerned about  theiri
jobs,” he said. “1’s not fair to singie .

out one industry, in ane region, for the | Inquiry on Nicotine Additlves - ..'
enst of health care reform.” i WASHINGTON, Mareh 7 (Reuters):
Another Company Joiring Ih | — Senator Edward M. Kennedy today .

L. . i azked for a Congressional investization -
. The march s aeing organized by the | 3o aecusationgs that tobacca cg.mpas

Tabacco Actien Coalition, which de-: .00 36 neonne to cigareties to make -
scribes iiself as a grass-roots grovp| .o addictive e
formed in June te fight restrictions on | Mr, Kennedy‘ asked the Genesal Ac.”

lobacen. Members are gmployees ard | countmg Office, the investizating arme

frievds of the indusiry, said Maura 1. ., f ; ,
Eilfs, director of publie relatiens for . ?ﬁetgﬁﬁﬂ‘:;?inﬁld?ffémﬁgsoﬁgdtr:;htﬁé_
i the R. I, Réymalds Tobacea COmPany, | ApcTY progra}n “Day Ona.” i
| which is also sending workers (v the ' ’ 7 '
| demonscratior, -
i Ms Ellig said that the marchers
| wouid eome fram 17 states and that the
j petitions, distributed by retailers and
others, had 800,000 signatures so far.
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