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Fearing Tax Rise Will Cost Jobs. 
Tobacco Workers Plan a Protest 

\. - 
Speflat rc n~he seuP YO& nmea - 4 

RICHhIOND, March 7 - The colos-, Cancer Society, Sharon Jenkins- 
sal, Phillp Morris U.S.A. plant here, ; Brown, said sl~e wundered what P?%Qpq, 
which turns our half 2 billioo cigarettes * Morrrs gtockho]ders would think of the 
a day, will go silent on Wednesday as i workers1 demonstrating while the 
h e  enlployees get the day off and a plant was ,dip. 
free 1'1de to Washington for a march : Some Aren,t Frw against a proposed increase in Fcde,raj i 
tobacco taxes. "In uur mind, i t  shows the despei-a- 

Organizers of the demonstra~iun. tion of rhtt indllstry," said Ms. ~ e n k h :  
billed as a "Save Our jobs" rally, Brown, who is manager of media rela- 
predicted that 17,000 cigarette workers ; tions for the cancer society's Tobacco 
and tobacco growers would gather d[ Tax Policy Pro~eCt. I #  I I 

the White Bouse, then march to the ; She said she knew of no planned' 
Capitr~l and distribute wtitjofis uppus- ; countetdernansti.ation. 
in& the tax increase. i The Philip Morris caravan will be 
The proposal, which chc CIint~n p,d. i jqined by 145 haloads of tobacco vivrk-, 

rninisrratiorj 1s seek~ng to finance its ers and supporters from the R. J .  
plan to overhaul the health care i Reynolds crgarette plant in Winstop 
system, would raiw the tax on a pack SaIcm.jV.C., Ms. EIlissaid. Those work- 
of cigarettes to 99 cents from 24 cen.!s. ; ers are also getting the day 0 f f , , , h i  

Abuu~ 7,200 of the $,MU philip Morris , they are being asked lo pay $30 [or bus 
wurkers here pian [o march, said Jay ; fare. Officials at both compan~es~said.. 
S. Poole, the 60rnpany1s director of parlicipation was vduntary. 
government and community nlatians. M S  Ellis defended giving workcfs 
Mr. Po& said about 1,301) tobacco the day off for a political purpose. "Our 
growers, suppliers and other support- i r ' m ~ l o ~ e s  are lobbying un behdf -of 
ers 'A-uuld bc in  he company's l r j 2 - b ~ ~  the Industry," she said. "They're work- 
caravan to washing tot^. ; lng In Washington." 

"Thcy're concerned abour their ; - 
jobs," he said. "It's not fair ta sinafe I 
Out one industry, in ollc region, for tile j hquiry on Nicotine Additives . - ,: 
cast of health care reform." WASHINGTON, March 7 (Reuters). 

4nother Company Joining In i - Senator Edward M. Kennedy today , 
asked for a Congressional investigation ,, 

march i s  5 e W  orgamed by n1c lnro aocuir sccu comp8 Tobacco Action Coalit~on, which de- 
scr.lbes j r p l f  ns a grass-mots gmntlp njes add nicotine to cigarettes to make 

I them addictive. , - , !  : formed In June to fight restrictions on / Mr. Kennedy asked tnc General AC. Lobaccn. Mernhrs are e m ~ l ~ y p e s  arsd : counrlng Ollice, investigating arm frimds of the industry, said Maura T. 
Eilis, director of wbIic wlatlons Ic,r, of Congress, Lrl deccrmine the truth.ol, 

the accusations, f irst reported on the , the R. J. RWaIds Tobocca Company, j ABCTV pmersm One,.. , , -  

I wh~ch  is also sendirty: workers tu the,  - - - ~  ~ 

1 demonstration. - 
i Ms. Ellis mid that the marchers 
I w o d d  come frdm 17 states and that rbe 
/ pcritions, distributed by retailem and 
orhers, had 800,000 signatures so far. 
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