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Veteran, Congressman rally against Iraq war in forum
BY

DAVID POMERANTZ

Daily Editorial Board

“All of us will be paying for this war
for decades to come,” Iraq War veteran
Andy Sapp told students and faculty
last night at an “Iraq War Community
Forum” that was co-sponsored by the
Peace and Justice Studies program and
the Tufts Democrats.
Approximately 90 students and 20
faculty members gathered in Braker
Hall to hear the guests speak out
against the war in Iraq: army-jacket
clad Sapp, his wife Anne Sapp, IraqiAmerican Rana Abdul-aziz (LA ‘03) and
U.S. Rep. and Democrat Ed Markey,
who represents Massachusetts’ 7th
district.
The first portion of the forum featured speeches by the Sapps and
Abdul-aziz and focused on the situation in Iraq for American soldiers and
Iraqi civilians.
It was sponsored by the Peace and
Justice Studies program.
The Tufts Democrats sponsored the
second half of the program, during
which Markey rallied for students to

help Democrats take back the House
on Nov. 7 by campaigning for Tufts
alum and Democrat Joe Courtney (A
‘75).
Courtney is locked in a dead heat
with incumbent Rob Simmons in
Connecticut’s second district.
Paul Joseph, director of the Peace
and Justice Studies program at Tufts,
introduced the first several speakers
and set the tone for the event, calling
the war a “disaster in every single paradigm.”
“We know this,” he said. “All we’re
really missing is the political will to
have the courage to reverse direction.”
Joseph introduced Andy Sapp,
a National Guard member who was
mobilized on Mar. 1, 2004, and shipped
out to Kuwait in October of that year.
He served for a year in the city of
Baiji, about 45 miles north of Tikrit,
monitoring watch towers at a military
base there. Sapp said the day that
sticks out in his memory is Aug. 4,
2005.
“I started my shift, and at 11 at night,
I was talking to one of the sergeants,”
Sapp said. “There was a flash on the

horizon and a huge explosion. Fifteen
minutes later the artillery started.
Shortly after, the helicopter gun ships
and jets left, so we knew it was big.”
The units had been deployed
because a high-value insurgency target was suspected to be in the town,
but the loud explosion Sapp heard was
caused by an IED, or improvised explosive device.
Only one of the five American soldiers riding in the humvee hit by the
IED survived.
“The other four were quite literally blown apart,” Sapp said. “We were
picking their bodies out of the trees
the next day.”
Although Sapp did not know the
men personally, he says he was “so
filled with hatred, with the desire to
kill people, that all I kept wishing was
to carpet bomb the whole town of
Baiji.”
Upon his return home, Sapp came
to terms with the fact that he was
suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).
He is now a member of the Iraq
Veterans Against the War, and he says

that speaking at events like tonight’s is
a part of his therapy.
Anne Sapp spoke of the hardships
caused by her husband’s service to her
and her children, 18-year-old Lydia
and 8-year-old Mary, who attended the
event.
She said that her older daughter’s
greatest fear aside from her father’s
death was that he would come back
“damaged,” and that she knew those
fears had come true when she read her
husband’s e-mail saying he wanted to
kill other people.
The little things made life the most
difficult, said Mrs. Sapp, who is active
in “Military Families Speak Out.”
“When I saw roadkill, I didn’t see a
dead raccoon. I saw my husband, or
his comrades or Iraqi civilians.”
Abdul-aziz’s family is currently in
Baghdad, and she provided an insider’s view into the daily violence of
Iraq. Baghdad hospitals are so overwhelmed that her grandfather could
not find space when he took ill, she
said. He died a few days later of pneusee IRAQ, page 2
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A new face for activism?
Students, professors debate and consider the
complex dynamics of today’s anti-war politics
BY

KELLEY VENDELAND
Daily Editorial Board

ALEX DUNK/TUFTS DAILY

Junior Lisa Keegan, a repeat donor, gives blood at the Red Cross Blood Drive in Hodgdon Hall Thursday night.

U.S. college volunteerism rates are up;
involvement on the Hill stays high
BY

CHRISTY MCCUAIG AND
HAYDEN REICH
Daily Staff Writer

For a generation of college
students whose formative
years were influenced by tragic national and international
events, volunteerism has been
on the rise, according to a
recent study.
A report released early last
week by the Corporation for
National and Community
Service says that 3.3 million
American college students
reported that they were committed to some sort of volun-

teering and community service
in the year 2005.
This figure represented a 30
percent increase from the year
2002, when 2.7 million students
reported volunteering.
This rise has come in the
wake of the Sept. 11 attacks
and more recently Hurricane
Katrina.
“Remember that hurricane
Katrina occurred in 2005, and
that definitely contributed to
the increase in voluntarism,”
Nancy Wilson, Director and
Associate Dean at the Tisch
College for Citizenship and
Public Service, said. “We only

hope this sense of duty will
continue.”
At Tufts, which has always
been known for its high level
of student volunteerism, the
impacts of this finding are
unclear.
“Tufts is the kind of school
that attracts students that
volunteer,” sophomore Sarah
Hellerstein, who tutors through
the
Leonard
Carmichael
Society, said. “I think kids here
are, and always have been, really into giving back,” she said.
Corey Briskin, a freshman

Epitomized by the mass
anti-Vietnam demonstrations
on American college campuses
in the 1960s and 1970s, political activism has long been the
domain of the university sect.
“Right now seems to be a
very quiet time [for activism],
and I don’t understand it,”
Professor Gary Goldstein said.
“I think that there are plenty
of issues that students can be
quite worked up about.”
Goldstein, a professor of
physics and astronomy, is a
member of the Tufts Coalition
to Oppose War in Iraq ( TCOWI)
and currently focuses his activist efforts primarily against
nuclear proliferation and the
Iraq War.
Goldstein, in fact, says he
sees more activism from professors.
“I think you find quite a
lot of professors at Tufts who
have done something active
to oppose the war,” Goldstein
said.
“Among the students, I don’t
have the same sense that they
are continuing to do something that contributes to this
effort to end the war.”
Tufts has a history of community participation in protests, including a peace march
down Massachusetts Avenue
against the First Gulf War
in 1991 that began at Tufts
and finished 1,000 strong in
Government Center.

see VOLUNTEERISM, page 2
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TCOWI, the university’s only
explicitly anti-war group, does
not currently claim these sorts
of numbers.
“Student activism is very
important,” Goldstein said.
“I think people may disagree, but during the Vietnam
days, the massive outpouring
of student demonstrators week
after week turned the course
of history. You can have a lot of
old politicos like me out there
carrying signs, but unless you
have hundreds of thousands of
students, it doesn’t matter.”
Increasingly,
Goldstein
said, professors are involving themselves in off-campus
efforts to express their political views, engaging in campaigning activities for anti-war
Democrats, participating in
demonstrations and working
with anti-war Web sites such
as MoveOn.org.
But where some see a
decline in the student activist model, others see a new
model of political change as
part of a larger agenda within
the framework of partisan politics.
“My sense is [that] there is a
great deal of political concern
amongst students,” Professor
of Education Kathleen Weiler
said, who has done extensive
research on democratic education.
“There’s a lot of worry about
the political direction of the
country, for example—or the
world.”
Accordingly, students’ consee ACTIVISM, page 2
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NEWS

Tufts students’ activism can also happen off-campus

WORLD IN BRIEF

POLL SHOWS DEMOCRATS LEADING COMPETITIVE HOUSE RACES

ACTIVISM
continued from page 1

ing around what they want that election to mean.”
The Democrats hosted a panel on
the Iraq war last night, although members of TCOWI were tabling outside
the event.
Yet even with an informed student
body, the ambiguity associated with
the war leaves students at a loss for
exactly how to respond.
“We understand that the issue is far
more complex than [being] for [the
war] or against,” Norris said.
“There is a lot of divergence on
the issues and potential policies even
within one party, and it’s really hard to
get mobilized around an issue when
you don’t know what you’re advocating for specifically.”
Yet some wish for greater passion
and urgency for the anti-war cause
itself.
“I think what’s lacking—and I put
a lot of emphasis on the media for
doing this—is a human connection,”
Goldstein said.
“When I said, ‘650,000 people,’
that’s just a number. But if we at Tufts
have a human connection to people
whose lives are in jeopardy in Iraq,
that’s quite different.”

But for every student who is politically savvy, is there another who is
just lazy?
The numbers don’t suggest that
a massive percentage of the student body is involved in political
efforts. According to sophomore Amy
Rabinowitz, the treasurer for the
Tufts Republicans, there are ten to 25
active Tufts Republicans in a list of
50, and Norris cited around 50 active
Democrats on a list of over 800.
“If anything, not everyone is politically active,” Rabinowitz said. “We
have a fewer amount of students who
are active, but they are very, very
active. That’s the only limitation.”
But numbers of active members
may not be an entirely accurate reflection of the level of student activism.
Students may be contributing to
public affairs in other ways: through
one of Tufts’ issue organizations, such
as its Energy Security Initiative, volunteerism, or with off-campus political work.
That is, at least for now. “In the long
time that I’ve been here, I’ve seen a lot
of activism on campus, and then not
very much,” Goldstein said. “It comes
and goes.”

Democrats have opened a double-digit
lead in competitive House campaigns around
the country in a new poll and are within 2
percentage points in districts once considered safely Republican.
Democrats lead Republicans by 50 percent
to 39 percent in 40 closely contested districts
that are most likely to determine control of
the House on Election Day, Nov. 7, according
to the Pew Research Center poll.
More troubling for Republicans: They lead
by only 44 percent to 42 percent in all other
Republican-held districts, which went heavily
for President Bush in 2004.
In House districts that gave Bush between
50 and 60 percent of the vote, Democrats
lead by 45-40 percent. The only place where
Republicans hold an overall lead is in House
districts that gave Bush over 60 percent.
The poll didn’t look at individual races,
which arguably is a more accurate way to
examine races. But the overall trend in both
the 40 competitive districts and the rest of
the country underscored that Democrats
enjoy an edge that could give them enough
seats to win back the House.
Most of the 40 contested districts — 34
— are now held by Republicans. A net loss
of 15 or more would cost them control of
the House for the first time since 1994.

cerns about the war may be more
liable to help get anti-war politicians
elected, rather than picketing themselves.
“An online petition, marching, what
does that do?” Weiler said. “It seems
that nothing is going to influence the
government except … voting. You have
to work within the electoral system.”
Kayt Norris, president of the Tufts
Democrats, also described a different
formula for successful political activism today: a synthesis of electoral
politics, issue advocacy, and community service groups.
“You need those three different
areas, and those three different types
of students,” Norris said.
“Nobody knows the issues more intimately than those students who are in
issue advocacy groups, because they
are aware of various policy nuances.
And then of course nothing gets done
in this country unless you have a
knowledge of electoral politics.”
“I see this upcoming election as
extremely crucial,” Weiler said.
“Both the Tufts [Democrats] and the
Tufts Republicans should be mobiliz-

GOOGLE’S POLITICAL ACTION
COMMITTEE REACHES OUT TO
GOP

Markey compares Iraq to Vietnam, challenges students

Google, an economic force but a latecomer to Washington politics, is trying to boost
its influence in Congress with campaign
contributions from its new political action
committee.
The initial round of $1,000 donations
is modest by big-league PAC standards,
but the recipients are noteworthy. Google
NetPAC, launched last month, is contributing to three Republicans, including two of
the most endangered GOP House members.
In the past, Google executives have given
overwhelmingly to Democrats and liberal
groups.
The Republican recipients include Reps.
Heather Wilson of New Mexico and Deborah
Pryce of Ohio, whose districts are now rated
as a toss-up in the Nov. 7 election, and
Rep. James Sensenbrenner of Wisconsin. He
chairs the Judiciary Committee, which has
jurisdiction over some Internet commerce
laws.
The new Google PAC also gave $1,000
each to two Democrats: Rep. Anna Eshoo of
California, whose district includes Google’s
headquarters, and Sen. Debbie Stabenow of
Michigan.

continued from page 1

IRAQ
monia. The morgues, in turn, were so
crowded that his body was kept on ice
for several days, preventing the family from burying the corpse in accordance with Muslim beliefs. “You do
not try to be safe in Iraq,” said Abdulaziz, who returned once for six weeks
last winter. “That’s asking too much.
You simply want to stay alive.”
Markey, who headlined the second
half of the program, harkened to his
time as a Boston University student,
when he joined Eugene McCarthy’s
anti-war campaign against Lyndon B.
Johnson.
Following one of the night’s main
themes, he channeled the ghosts of
Vietnam throughout his speech.
“History doesn’t repeat itself, but
it does rhyme,” Markey said, quoting

NATO is not planning to invite new members at its November summit in Riga, Latvia,
the secretary general of the Western security alliance, Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, said
Thursday on his visit to Moscow.
A senior Russian diplomat earlier reiterated Moscow’s stance that the admission
of Russia’s ex-Soviet neighbors to NATO
will seriously affect the country’s political,
military and economic interests, and have a
negative impact on trouble spots.
NATO has expanded to include many of
Russia’s former Communist-bloc allies in
Eastern Europe and the former Soviet republics of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia in the
Baltic Region.
A NATO ministerial meeting in September
decided to step up dialogue with Russia’s
neighbor Georgia, with the aim of admitting
the Caucasus state next year.
—compiled from McClatchy Newspapers

MARKETS

VOLUNTEERISM
senator in the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate, agreed. “I always thought
I’d want to continue to volunteer in college,” he said.
Empirically, volunteerism trends have
differed depending on the group. Wilson
said she has seen an increase in the
number of applications for the Tisch
Scholars active citizenship program,
from about 60 most years to 90 this
year.
Also, the number of participants in
the Tisch College’s Community Health
Program has doubled, she said.
Still, the Leonard Carmichael Society
(LCS), Tufts’ umbrella organization for
community service programs, has not
experienced any significant membership increases over the past few years,
according to Garon Nigon, one of the
group’s co-presidents.
“I think, in terms of LCS, that the level
of voluntarism hasn’t really changed —
it’s always been really big,” he said.
While “some programs have been

WEATHER FORECAST
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Members of the Tufts Democrats later
confirmed that the Markey-funded
buses would leave on Sunday instead,
due to forecasted rain on Saturday.
After the event, Markey told the
Daily that most Democrats in Congress
sponsored HJ-73, the plan endorsed
by U.S. Rep. John Murtha (D-Penn.) to
redeploy troops out of Iraq and place
them throughout the region in a position to respond to trouble spots.
Asked if activism on campuses like
Tufts was as alive as during his college
days, Markey responded, “We’ll know
at 8:30 on [Sunday] morning, when
we see how many people are on those
buses.”
Before the event, Tufts Democrats
Vice President Mickey Leibner said
that the event was intended as an
exchange of views, not a policy stance
or a political endorsement.

Tufts takes public service beyond volunteerism
continued from page 1

NATO UNLIKELY TO INVITE FORMER
SOVIET STATES NEXT MONTH

Mark Twain. “Well, Iraq’s not Vietnam,
but it rhymes.”
Markey drew parallels between a
19-year-old Malden resident who died
serving in Iraq two weeks ago and
a childhood friend of his who died
on Friday. The friend was a Vietnam
veteran who died of Agent Orangerelated diseases.
Markey concluded by rallying the
sixty or so remaining Tufts students
to the Democratic cause, saying that
electing Democrats will help end the
war sooner.
“You have to have some proof you
did something [about the war]. Not
talked about it. Not analyzed it. Did
something.”
That something, Markey said,
should be packing into buses to head
down to eastern Connecticut to campaign for Courtney this Saturday.

dropped and others have been added or
changed,” he stressed a constant energy
surrounding volunteering.
According to the LCS website, for
example, the group currently has over
1,500 members involved in 36 programs.
This figure underscores the plethora of service opportunities available to
Tufts students.
“Speaking as an overcommitted freshman, there are a lot of opportunities,”
Sabina Carlson, a freshman involved
with Pangea, a global activism group on
campus, said.
The Oxfam Cafe, an on-campus, nonprofit restaurant, is run entirely by student volunteers, and as the figures in the
report would suggest, membership has
grown this year.
“We find that freshmen do make up a
large portion of our volunteers,” senior
Neil Sood, who is in charge of organizing
volunteers for the café, said. “However,
this year, there were more freshmen
than usual.”
Oxfam currently has about 55 vol-

Saturday

Sunday

unteers. The increase, though, came as
part of an active effort to boost the number of volunteers.
Ultimately, the source of volunteerism
at Tufts may remain unclear, but Wilson
offered some alternatives to disasterprompted service.
Many students entering college have
volunteered in high school, either to
supplement their college resumes or to
fulfill requirements.
“Say eighty percent of kids in a high
school class, in which volunteering
has been required, actually volunteer,”
Wilson said. “Even if just half of those
kids—forty percent—continue to volunteer in college, we’re happy.”
Wilson also made it clear that Tufts
has a more holistic view about service
that goes beyond volunteering for the
sake of volunteering.
“Tisch thinks being politically and
socially responsible is just as important
as volunteering,” she said.
“We define civic engagement much
more broadly. It’s not just about volunteering.”

Monday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Yesterday’s close

Today
Friday, October 27
Mostly Sunny
Sunrise: 7:12 AM
Sunset: 5:45 PM



NASDAQ

20.55

2,377.14

Rain
57/40

Mostly Sunny/Wind
52/37

Sunny
55/38

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower
50s. West winds 5 to 10 mph.
Partly Cloudy
60/47

Partly Cloudy
61/37

Showers
56/34

“You do not try to be
safe in Iraq. That’s
asking too much. You
simply want to stay
alive.”
Rana Abdul-aziz
(LA ‘03)
see page 1
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Old Man Winter is taking a nap this year

JYLL SASKIN | FASHION INFORMER

Some meteorologists predict a relatively mild Boston winter awaiting Jumbos
BY

MATT SKIBINSKI

Daily Editorial Board

As most Tufts students know, the winter
months in Massachusetts bring erratic snowfall, bone-chilling wind and bitter temperatures.
According to meteorologists, those icy
slogs up and down the Hill may be a bit
more bearable this year — but it will still be
cold. Predictions from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
a branch of the United States Department
of Commerce, say this winter is likely to be
warmer than the 30-year average but colder
than last year’s winter season.
“Right now, the way we see things, we
expect the Northeast — and that includes
Boston — to have more likelihood of seeing
warmer-than-average temperatures rather
than cooler-than-average temperatures,” said
Michael Halpert, the head of forecast operations for the NOAA Climate Prediction Center.
Last year, he said, the United States saw “a
pretty mild winter coast to coast.”
While the area may see some harsh conditions in the early part of the winter, Halpert said
these will begin to taper off in late December
and early January when warm air is funneled
toward New England by El Niño, a tropical
weather pattern that often affects winter temperatures in the United States.
“El Niño favors a pattern that suggests the
Northeast may begin to see milder conditions
during towards the middle and end of the
winter season,” Halpert said.
Some scientists have disagreed with the
warm forecast, citing high-pressure zones in
the arctic regions and early record-breaking
snowfalls in Buffalo, N.Y. and in the Midwest.

Time to accessorize

A

cherished and dreaded. The
ability to render any outfit a

zero or a 10. The ability to make you look
2007 or 1997. The ability to appear clean
and chic or more overly decorated than
a Christmas tree. Today, I’ll let you know
what the hottest trends in accessories are
this season and, of course, how to wear
them.

COURTESY ANDYLAND.COM

According to predictions, we might not see many plows this winter.
Meteorologists at Accuweather.com predict “a cooler-than-normal winter along the
East Coast,” which could include a “severe,
prolonged cold — 10 days or more of temperatures averaging five to 10 degrees below
normal — during the middle to late winter.”
Halpert said the early snowfalls will have
little to no effect on the winter season, as fall
patterns are generally unrelated to winter conditions.
“We don’t see very much correlation,”

Halpert said. “It’s certainly not a harbinger of
what’s to come this winter.”
For Jumbos, a warm winter would be a
blessing, since most students travel across
campus on foot and must trudge through
Boston’s arctic winter conditions on a daily
basis. For freshman Caroline Carollo, a native
of sunny Miami, warm weather would be a
miracle.
see WEATHER, page 4

CAMPUS COMMENT

Do you use Wikipedia?

Wikipedia is not
academically viable
due to ‘wikialities’

“I wouldn’t cite it, but I use it
to get background information
on something I’m researching.”

BY

ARIANNE BAKER

Daily Editorial Board

Ariane Stern
sophomore

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

“I don’t really use it that frequently. I use it if I want to look
something up, but I always confirm it with other sources.”
Melodie Eastmond
sophomore

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

“Even when I read something in
a textbook, if I’m particularly
interested in it or don’t understand it, I’ll check it out on
Wikipedia.”
Justin Ho
senior

ccessories: loved and feared,

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

“I wouldn’t put anything from
Wikipedia in a paper. The wording isn’t very good — if I ever
put it in a paper, my teacher
would think it was sub-par.”
Faith Cummings
junior

Since 2001, college students have
been using Wikipedia.org as a resource
for all sorts of information. Many professors shun using the Web site as
an academic resource because of its
unreliable sources, since anyone with
Internet access can edit the encyclopedia entries.
One real-life example of how
Wikipedia functions took place in July
this year. Stephen Colbert asked viewers of “The Colbert Report” to edit the
African elephants entry to say that the
endangered species’ population had tripled in six months. He wanted to establish a “wikiality” (truth by consensus),
which is one of the basic principles of
Wikipedia.
Do students actually use Wikipedia? “I
use it when I’m talking with my friends
and we need to find something out
quickly,” sophomore Ariane Stern said.
“I’m a strong advocate of Wikipedia,”
senior Justin Ho said. “I use it virtually
every day, for everything.”
Wikipedia is an easy way for some
students to find information in a hurry.
“I do use it for research sometimes,
but only when I don’t want to go to the
library,” junior Faith Cummings said.
Despite a study published last year
by the scientific journal “Nature” saying
that Wikipedia is about as accurate as
“Encyclopedia Brittanica,” none of the
interviewed students said they would
use Wikipedia as an academic source
for a paper. “I’ve never trusted it that
much,” sophomore Melodie Eastmond
said. “I had a teacher in high school
who said you can’t use it, so that stuck
with me.”
One student has found factual errors in

ARIANNE BAKER/TUFTS DAILY

see COMMENT, page 4

One of the biggest — and hardest to
pull off — trends this season is belts worn
anywhere but in your belt loops. The belted-waist trend began (well, at least this
time around) on the runways for Spring/
Summer 2006, with Fendi’s thick, patentleather version setting the standard.
Celebrities began truly embracing the
trend this summer, however, after belted
waists were at nearly every Fall/Winter
2007 runway show (fashion shows take
place about six months before the season
actually starts). The stars took the trend a
step further by wearing belts at the waist,
right under the bust or, in daring Sienna
Miller’s case, over the bust.
The belt trend is a bit trickier than it
seems because a belt that fits you where
it’s supposed to — your hips — is going to
be too big for your waist. You can go out
and buy a smaller belt, but I’ve found two
awesome tricks to bypass this issue.
Firstly, Marc by Marc Jacobs on
Newbury has fun, 80s-inspired sparkly
belts in tons of colors that are stretchy
and, therefore, one size fits all. The best
part? They’re only $3! The second solution
I’ve discovered is to take a plain, solidcolored, elasticized headband, like the
Goody ones from CVS, and slip it on over
your head. Voila — instant waist belt!
The ideal body type for the belt trend
is, not surprisingly, waif-thin. Try a thick,
patent-leather belt in a stand-out shade
such as red. Necessary Objects makes a
Fendi look-alike for under $20.
If you’re like me, however, and “waif
thin” doesn’t exactly describe your body,
then try a belt that’s not too thick worn
right under the bust. This will accentuate your décolletage and draw attention
upwards, away from your middle.
Another trend that I’m truly loving this
season is hats. As the temperature drops,
a hat is only practical. As a Canadian, I
can’t deny the allure of a simple toque,
but all the fun hats available this season
make it impossible to stick to simple.
Keira, Ashlee, Lindsay and Mischa have
been spotted wearing various fedoras,
and I have to say that a fedora thrown on
top of any outfit definitely ups the level
of class. The Olsens, among others, have
been wearing berets all over NYC, and
H&M makes a fabulous version for the
sweet price of $7.90.
Poorboy caps have been around for a
few seasons now (Hilary Duff is a fan) and
they look really cute worn with a low side
ponytail that falls in front of your shoulders. And the best thing about a hat is that
you can roll out of bed, throw it over your
bed-head hair, and have one less thing to
worry about while rushing to make it to
class on time.
If your hat has a wide enough brim,
you can also doze off in class without
see FASHION, page 4
Jyll Saskin is a sophomore who has not yet
declared a major.
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differ on ability to handle and enjoy the cold
Contrary to popular belief, Jumbos
WEATHER
Wikipedia is fairly accurate
continued from page 3

CAMPUS COMMENT
continued from page 3

entries: “Sometimes it just doesn’t
seem true. I was looking up historical figures, and I found things that
didn’t sound right, so I checked in
a book and it turned out they were
untrue,” Cummings said.
Even Ho, who uses Wikipedia
regularly, said that he doesn’t
totally trust it. “I think people
should just take what they find
with a grain of salt,” he said.
Several students wondered
about how controversial events
and people would be portrayed.
“If someone says that something happened, and someone
else says it didn’t, what would
happen then?” Cummings said.
One of the co-founders of
Wikipedia has recently founded
an off-shoot called Citizendium.
org, which will potentially have
real academics editing and

supervising. It will not allow
everyone the same privileges,
as Wikipedia does, but it may be
more trustworthy.
“The idea of having people
who are qualified editing the
information sounds good,
because it would be sure to
be factual, and it would make
Wikipedia more academically
approved,” Eastmond said.
But students asked who
would bother to edit on a volunteer basis and why: “Why would
they do it? It’s possible that a
professor could have their own
agenda in editing — it could be
biased,” Ho said.
As for Wikipedia, Eastmond
thinks the information there will
never be totally true. “If anyone
can add to it, that means people
can just make up lies and no
one would know any better,”
she said.

“I’m dealing with the weather
horribly!” said Carollo, who has only
been to New England twice before
during the winter months. “Both
times it snowed, and I hated it.”
Realizing that she had been
underdressed when she visited
Massachusetts in the past, Carollo
said she originally thought she
would be able to deal with the cold
weather if she dressed warmer.
“I didn’t have the right clothes
or shoes or anything, so I figured
that was the problem,” she said.
“But I’m almost 100 percent sure I
will be the coldest student at Tufts
— 65 degrees, and I’ll be wearing
my down jacket.”
Carollo said she bought that jacket two weeks ago, along with scarves,
boots, mittens and other gear, when
temperatures started to drop.
“The jackets and layering defi-

nitely help,” she said. “But I’m kind
of scared to go outside now. It looks
so grey and cold.”
Like Carollo, many students from
areas outside of Massachusetts are
surprised when they first experience
winter in New England. Junior Lani
Ackerman said she was unprepared
when she first left her home in San
Francisco to attend Tufts.
“Freshman year, I had no idea
what to do with myself. I got
pneumonia from not dressing the
right way, and I was sick for over
a month,” Ackerman said. “It gets
cold in San Francisco, but definitely
not like Boston.”
For sophomore Sarah Greenberg,
who hails from West Tisbury, Mass.,
those bleak conditions are nothing
new.
“In typical winter, it starts snowing in late October, gets warm for
a few days in March, and then we
have another freak snowfall some-

time in April,” she said. “When you
think winter is finally over, wait a
week, and you’ll have snow on the
ground.”
Greenberg said that, in spite of
the bitter cold and wind, the weather in New England can be enjoyable
once people overcome their initial
shock at its forcefulness.
“It’s always freezing here in the
winter,” Greenberg said. “I slip and
slide everywhere, but I still love
Massachusetts weather.”
For Ackerman, though, the cold
is not quite as endearing. She said
dealing with the winter conditions
is a challenge every year.
“As the years go by, I’m better
at dealing with it, but now I know
that after graduation, I’m living
somewhere warm,” Ackerman
said. “I don’t understand why
anyone would willfully put themselves through a whole lifetime of
Boston winters.”

OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL

Don’t overdo the accessories
FASHION
continued from page 3

your professor noticing, but hey
— you didn’t hear it from me.
Next on the agenda, of course,
is jewelry. If you do choose to
sport a prominent belt or hat,
then keep your jewelry to a bare
minimum to avoid looking busier than a New York City subway
at rush hour. If you want big
earrings to be the focal point of
your ensemble, skip a necklace
all together; when adorning your
hands, go for lots of bracelets or
multiple rings, not both.
Personally, I’m a necklace girl,
and this season, necklaces have
never been more fun to wear

because all the rules your mother taught you are thrown out
the window. Mix gold and silver,
wear multiple strands of varying length at one time, combine
costume and fine jewelry and/or
throw a few strands over your
shoulder like a purse or wear
them down your back as seen
in the Tiffany & Co. Frank Gehry
collection ad.
While it’s important to have
fun and experiment with all
of your favorite accessories,
remember to keep the cardinal
rule of accessorizing (and fashion, for that matter) in mind: less
is more. In fashion, you can have
too much of a good thing.

After you earn your bachelor's degree, you may qualify to become an Army
Officer. During Officer Candidate School, you will learn valuable
management and leadership techniques. You may qualify for $37,224 for
college through the Montgomery GI Bill. Or pay back up to $65,000 of
qualifying student loans through the Army's Loan Repayment Program. To
find out more, contact 1-800-USA-ARMY.
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GALLERY REVIEW

Rinklin’s ‘Nuvolomondo’ brings heaven down to earth
BY

HALLIE MORAN

Contributing Writer

The Tufts gallery is not known for
housing particularly famous artworks,
and it is a place on campus to which

Cristi Rinklin: Nuvolomondo
At the the Remis Sculpture Court
Tufts University Art Gallery
Through Jan. 14
617-627-3518
many people will probably never
venture. Cristi Rinklin’s installation,
“Nuvolomondo,” however, is well worth
the trip to the Remis Sculpture Court.
Rinklin brings to her piece inspiration from a variety of sources that
transcend distance, time and subject
matter. In “Nuvolomondo,” we can see
Salvador Dalí mixed with the stained
glass of Gothic cathedrals, decorative
elements from both Japanese prints
and 18th century homes, and biomorphic forms fused with clouds. The result
is a stunning and vibrant installation
that traverses and commands the entire
room, while maintaining the intricacy
and depth of a more traditional painting.
The piece is an installation, a combination of stained glass windows and
wall painting. While the glass painting
is intricate and has a depth that seems
to push out from the glass, the wall is
painted only with a silhouette of these
forms. Although they contain the same
colors — bright pink and teal that are
purposefully unnatural and “techno,”
as Rinklin called them — the forms are
simplified and more pattern-like, creat-

ing a clear distinction between windows
and wall.
“Nuvolomondo,” which means “cloud
world” in Italian, was initially commissioned as a way to revamp the Remis
Sculpture Court for its 15th anniversary.
Rinklin, in the lecture she gave Oct.
20, talked about the idea of a “theatrical interior” as a means for viewers
to access something extraordinary, an
idea harkening back to Baroque cathedrals. She wanted to create something
to heighten the drama of the space, and
she achieves this by incorporating the
entire room into the piece, rather than
staying within the confines of a frame.
This theatrical interior concept could
be found all over 18th century French
homes that extended the motifs of their
artwork into their interior decoration.
While emulating older church and
home spaces, however, Rinklin wanted
at the same time to explore how modern
technology has influenced and changed
the way we see and imagine the world
around us.
Rinklin certainly uses technology to
its fullest to create her art. On a trip
to Rome, she took hundreds of photographs of the frescoes on the ceiling
of the Borghese Museum, whose artist, Mariano Rossi, used foreshortening with great skill to achieve a sense
of three-dimensionality. Rinklin then
digitally edited her pictures, making it
so that the individual forms were no
longer distinguishable, but the compositional pattern and depth remained.
This hazy mass forms the background of “Nuvolomondo” onto which
she then added the more definitive, but
still abstract forms. All the prints that
she created in her studio and on her

PETER HARRIS

Clouds or intestines? The decision is in the eye of the beholder.
computer were then projected onto the
walls and glass of the sculpture court,
which she then traced over and painted
back in to create the final product.
While Rinklin does project her own
unique voice via technology, her more
traditional inspirations manage to shine
through as well. The rolling forms on the
stained glass, which could be perceived
either as clouds or part of somebody’s
GI tract, are reminiscent of many of the
forms in the works of Salvador Dalí.
In fact, Rinklin discussed how
Surrealism as a movement encouraged
encounters with new subject matter
and ways to depict them, and how she

hoped that her work achieves the same
effect.
She also spoke at length about the
use of cloud-like forms in her art, and
what those forms have meant in art
over the ages. Rinklin discussed their
function in Christian art as a way to
symbolize access to the divine, or as a
graphic element used to link disparate
visual elements in Asian art.
It is no wonder, given its diverse
meanings, that the cloud motif is so
prevalent in “Nuvolomondo.” Cristi
Rinklin is an up-and-coming artist of
the Boston area, and with art like this, it
is easy to see why her fame is growing.

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Run’ over and see Ryan Murphy’s new flick, but not ‘with scissors’
BY

CRISTINA CALZADILLA
Contributing Writer

Coming of age films have quite the
reputation; an unlikely scenario brings
together overly complex characters des-

Running with Scissors
Starring Annette Bening, Brian
Cox, Joseph Cross
Directed by Ryan Murphy
tined to reveal the answer to at least one
quintessential life question. While Ryan
Murphy’s “Running with Scissors” fits
this formula perfectly, it has a unique
privilege: This coming of age story also
happens to be a true one.
Based on the New York Times bestselling memoir by Augusten Burroughs,
“Running with Scissors” takes a look at
several years in Burroughs’ (played by
Joseph Cross) youth, when he is sent to
live with his bipolar mother’s psychiatrist after she and his alcoholic father
divorce.
Augusten’s mother, Deirdre Burroughs
(Annette Bening), is an unpublished poet
who relies heavily on the admiration of
her eight-year-old son to get through
life. His father, Norman Burroughs (Alec
Baldwin), is an alcoholic who dishearteningly admits he can’t even see himself
in his son. Inevitably, their incompatibility leads to a messy divorce, and
Deirdre becomes fully dependent on Dr.
Finch (Brian Cox) to make her decisions
— even those regarding Augusten, whom
she allows the doctor to adopt.
Despite his eccentric mother and generally chaotic childhood, nothing prepares Augusten for his new life as a
member of the Finch family. Dr. Finch is
not the typical psychiatrist; he is unorthodox, experimental and, to be frank,
crazy himself. His equally unconventional family doesn’t lag far behind him

SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT

Boarding school prep and Jackie O wonder if it’s a bird, plane or Superman.
on the insanity scale. Faced with an
assortment of psychologically-disturbed
characters and their truly disturbing
antics, Augusten’s stay at the Finch’s
home becomes the ultimate test of his
will.
For director Ryan Murphy, creator
of the hit TV series “Nip/Tuck” (2003),
“Running With Scissors” could turn into
a great transition from TV into film,
which appears to be the direction in
which he is leaning. Murphy is currently
directing “Dirty Tricks,” which is expected to be released in 2008.
Murphy, in conjunction with art director Lorin Flemming, did an excellent job
of reinforcing characters’ personalities
through the use of color and set decoration. This is, in fact, one of the film’s
greatest triumphs. Murphy establishes
a particular, determined codependence
between art direction and characteriza-

tion, specifically whenever a character is
introduced for the first time.
Each character is associated with a
room that intensely reflects his or her personality. Deirdre is associated with both a
bright yellow sitting room and a depressing bathroom (each at different stages
of her ongoing struggle with bipolarity).
Agnes (Jill Clayburgh) is often seen in a
hopelessly neglected family room, watching vampire movies and eating dog kibble.
Dr. Finch has his stereotypically academic office, complete with an adjacent and
utterly disturbing “masturbatorium.”
The feel of the movie strikes a perfect
balance between the whimsical coming
of age tale and the dark comedy. If for
nothing else, watch this movie for the
abundance of therapy jokes; the irony is
hysterical.
For the most part, the film was a
casting success. Bening excels in her

role as the bipolar Deirdre. She balances
fear and recklessness well, managing to
make the character funny and touching.
Evan Rachel Wood also gave an impressive performance as Natalie, Dr. Finch’s
precocious yet cynical younger daughter who befriends Augusten. Finally,
Joseph Cross lived up to expectations by
bringing raw energy to the character of
Augusten.
Casting did make one small blunder,
with Gwyneth Paltrow as Dr. Finch’s older
daughter, Hope. The decision seems gratuitous, as she didn’t bring any special
talent to the role and, although Hope’s
obvious psychological problems seem
right up her alley, Paltrow’s portrayal
was not always convincing.
“Running with Scissors” will satisfy
anyone interested in the nit-picky details
of great cinematography, dark humor or
an unbelievable story.
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TV REVIEW

Bonaduce’s reality show is a car crash worth rubbernecking for
Finally, our favorite ‘Partridge’ kid takes his place as a hero for our times; Bonaduce dares to bear his soul
BY

HARRY WAKSBERG

Contributing Writer

Reviews are supposed to be critical,
so typically, even if something is well
made, reviewers’ alleged “discerning

Breaking Bonaduce
Starring Danny Bonaduce,
Gretchen Bonaduce
Airs Sundays at 9:30 p.m. on VH1
tastes” force a highlight of all imperfections. What makes the second season
of VH1’s “Breaking Bonaduce” a difficult
show to review is that there is little one
can say about the main character that
he will not himself say. He is basically
an alcoholic womanizer with a highly
addictive personality and a violent jealous streak frequently manifesting itself
in uncontrolled rage and a manic temper. Ironically, this is what makes him a
hero for our times.
In promos for season one of the show,
Bonaduce (of the ‘70s hit “The Partridge
Family” [“C’Mon, Get Happy!”]) championed the ideal that “everyone has a
right to watch a car crash.”
It is rare, though, that an irresponsible driver will alert those around him
that he is going to crash his car, then
proceed to do so, back up, and crash it
again. The question is: If he did, would
we feel more or less guilty for watching?
Probably more. One can at least feign
the idea that surprise and concern provoke the irresistible gawk when a runof-the-mill car crash occurs.
What elevates the show is Bonaduce’s
frank appraisal of his own situation.
Here is reality television that, though
edited, makes no attempt to cast its
lead in a pleasant light. There’s no
Sharon Osborne executive producing
the show to make Ozzy look endearing
but befuddled.
To the contrary, Bonaduce knows that
he does terrible things and frequently
derides himself for his behavior. His
reason for doing this show, he claims, is
the money that it brings in. But there’s
no chance we can believe that.
If he wanted to make money, he
would create a glitzier show, one more
like VH1’s “Strange Love,” where he can
have celebrity cameos and the possibil-

VH1

Danny Bonaduce and and his wife Gretchen are not getting happy.
ity of a spin-off. The “celebreality” of
the situation is that Danny Bonaduce
has stumbled upon the way to produce
some of the truest art available — a
treat for most “reality” TV junkies.
Humor us for a moment: Where many
artists, like Van Gogh and Sylvia Plath,
put so much of their heart, soul and
lives into their art, Bonaduce has similarly made his life the art. There is no
significant difference between offering
us the good and bad of life as it actually
happens and rephrasing it using beautiful prose or flashy colors. If anything,
Bonaduce’s work is unadulterated.
This, however, doesn’t necessar-

ily make his show worth watching. It
can grow tiresome to see how often
he makes the same mistakes while he
seems to remain self-aware. If nothing
else, we can view his life as a cautionary
tale: Learn from your mistakes better
than he does. But “Breaking Bonaduce”
marks an important cultural point.
Though we may have trouble appreciating it now, his televised self-evisceration may serve as a hallmark of our era.
Of course, society does see it as some
sort of value to be honest and unpretentious, but how many of us have the
courage to actually fully reveal ourselves in this way?

Forget about the television aspect;
why can’t we be honest with other people and see ourselves as we really are?
There is a scene on the first episode of
the second season where Bonaduce is
shooting a promo for his show on a roof
in Mexico City. The shot is meant to look
like he is standing on the very edge of
the roof, which he isn’t. Once the shooting has finished, he walks right over to
the very edge of the roof and stares off.
After everybody pleads with him, he
steps down, content. He may be stupid
to stand on the edge, but he is unique
among us in that he knows what it looks
like.

CELTIC FIDDLE FEST APPEARS IN TUFTS’ BACKYARD
Bogged down by midterms? If you’re
feeling too lazy to go into Boston this
weekend, you just got lucky. Davis Square’s
own Somerville Theatre is hosting two
concerts, both part of the World Music/
CRASHarts performance series.
This Saturday night, Oct. 28, head to
the Celtic Fiddle Fest. For only $25 you
can watch three folk violinists, Kevin
Burke, André Brunet and Christian
LeMaître play at 8 p.m. The three, all
from different places, bring their backgrounds together to create a mix of Irish,

French-Canadian and Breton music.
Friday, Nov. 3, be sure to catch the folk
group Crooked Still perform in the same
venue. This show, also $25 and beginning
at 8 p.m., features the band’s blend of bluegrass and old-time and contemporary folk.
Both of these shows are brought to the
Somerville Theatre through the World
Music/CRASHarts organization. According
to the Executive Director of the program,
Maure Aronson, its goal is to bring unique,
one-of-a-kind performing arts musicians
to places with diverse audiences with

whom they can interact freely. The program, which has been around for the last
16 years, brings worldwide performance
groups to communities in an attempt to
explore different cultures through music
and the arts.
Interested in attending or becoming a
member of the World Music/CRASHarts
program? Call World Music/CRASHarts at
617-876-4275 for tickets or stop by the box
office at the Somerville Theatre in Davis
Square.
— by Leticia Frazao

U.S. Army

CORBIS

Write a Viewpoint!

The U.S. Army is currently offering several sizeable enlistment bonuses of up to $40,000.
You may also qualify for up to $71,000 from the Montgomery GI Bill and Army College
Fund. Or, you could pay back up to $65,000 of qualifying student loans through the
Army’s Loan Re-payment Program. To find out more, contact 1-800-USA-ARMY.
CORBIS

The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Send 700- to 1,000word pieces to tuftsdailyviewpoints@yahoo.com.
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY

Solution to Thursday's puzzle

Zofia Sztykowski: “Why would you research botulism?”
Rob Silverblatt: “What else would you research?”
Zofia Sztykowski: “I dunno, something like —”
Stephanie Vallejo: “SAARS! I’m so happy; that’s the second time
I’ve gotten to say SAARS today.”
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Meet Nathan Elrod: he’s 20. How
about Clifford Collinsworth? He’s 20. We
also present to you Nathaniel Aguirre:
he’s 21. He can go out to bars now. Or,
rather, he could.
When all we Tufts students were
heading out for our weekend revelry on
Friday night, these guys were fighting
for the United States in Iraq. And by the
time we were cramming for Tuesday’s
midterms this past Monday night, they
were all dead — and so were six more of
our peers: soldiers between the ages of
18 and 22.
Last weekend was a particularly deadly one for the United States in Iraq. The
U.S. death toll is creeping toward 3,000,
hitting 2,809 as of Monday. And more
than 1,200 — that’s about a third — so
far have been of college age, according
to the Iraq Coalition Casualty Count.
To put that in perspective, there are
about 1,250 students in Tufts’ freshman
class.
One particularly important difference in activism levels between Iraq and
Vietnam: this time, no draft. President
Bush asked America to give up very
little. Taxes were cut, draft-happy army
recruiters were told to calm themselves,

and the administration committed itself
to fighting this $340 billion fiasco on
the cheap. Aging hippies sadly put away
their signs and drove their Volkswagen
buses back into storage, visibly deflated
after the president snatched another
great fight from their grasp.
Back during the Vietnam War, the constant worry that you (yes, YOU!) could be
plucked from your cozy hometown and
sent thousands of miles away to fight
your government’s enemy brought millions of Americans to their feet and to
the streets in protest. As activists burned
draft cards and refused to shower, the
rest of the United States was forced to
take them seriously (if only because the
smell was becoming unbearable).
Today, there is no such worry. We do
not feel the fear of our parents’ generation; there is a much lesser sense
of immediacy. Yes, we want the war to
end. But not because we want it to end
before WE are chosen to go. The personal aspect has largely evaporated; while
some of us have family and friends
fighting overseas, most of us do not fear
being forced to join them.
Yet, it is important that we recapture
this personal identification. The bottom

line is that we do care, and we should
care. Not simply on an intellectual level,
which is the level at which we at Tufts
are wont to care about most things. We
should care about the history that is
unfolding and the events that are occurring in a deeply personal way. When 800
people who could be sitting next to us
in biology under another set of circumstances are killed, our generation needs
to sit up and take notice.
We at Tufts, and in the context of a
greater America, were promised a quick,
cheap, positive military campaign. Three
years and $340 billion later, the kid who
wanted to work in oncology is sitting in
a medical tent holding his buddy’s face
together. If that’s not a reason to care,
what is?
Whether you are for or against the
war, don’t act on your opinion without
considering a walk in the combat boots
of your peers. So write blogs, organize
street protests and contact your representatives. They have heard it before,
but it wouldn’t hurt for them to hear
it again. This personal connection is
important.
Even if we have forgotten why we are
there, remember who is fighting.

NATE BEELER
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U.S. neglects students as lenders profit
The indignities of student life take
on a certain glamour after a while
— call it poverty chic. But it’s not just
for undergraduates anymore. Chances
are, you’ll be living that way for a long,
long time.
Since 2001, tuition at public universities has shot up by 35 percent, more
than three times the rate of inflation. Meanwhile, the average family’s
income has fallen. So has funding for
Pell Grants and other forms of student
aid. As college costs more and more,
Americans are making less and less
- but somehow, enrollment keeps rising. What’s the catch?
Debt, naturally. Students are borrowing like never before - in fact,

we’re borrowing more than universities and the federal government can
spare. That’s why private education
lenders, which didn’t even exist when
our parents went to college, now provide about 20 percent of all student
loans. That’s bad news.
Banks charge higher interest than
the people in Criser Hall, of course
— sometimes as much as 19 percent.
But that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
Unlike nonprofit lenders, they also
turn away students with bad credit.
And forget about consolidating your
debt after graduation — private loans
aren’t eligible for that.
Unfortunately, some students can’t
pay for school without turning to pred-

atory lenders for help. Politicians from
both parties talk a good game about
“valuing education” and “investing in
the future” - but instead of removing
the limits on federal Stafford Student
Loans, for example, they sit back and
watch as their constituents sell themselves into bondage. Thanks, guys.
With congressional elections in
less than two weeks, you’ll be hearing
about plenty of domestic issues: gay
marriage, property taxes, insurance
— and did we mention gay marriage?
But it seems student debt isn’t high on
anyone’s list of priorities. Keep that
in mind on Nov. 8, when the lectures
about poor turnout among young
people start.

Friday, October 27, 2006
Wanted
Rooms for Rent
Available now or Dec 1, lease
negotiable. 6 mos possible. 3
bedroom, living room, dining room,
eat-in kitchen, driveway, excellent
condition. $1650. 781-367-6067
Rita Simonelli
Graduates Wanted to Rent
Apt/Rooms. 5 Br, 1 Ba, WasherDryer Hookup Kit, Din, Liv,
Bus Stop, Shop etc., Stove,
Refrigerator X Large Rooms. 2
Levels, Just Redone Gleaming
Hardwood Fl, Street parking near
Tufts/Medford, Fax info to www.
sgraduatestudents@aol.com

THE TUFTS DAILY
Services
Rooms for Rent
Across from Professors Row
(2) 6 bedroom apts. w/ L.R.,
H/W Floors, C.T. eat-in kitchen,
dishwasher, fridge, 2 Baths, F/R
Porches, 4 Car off St. Oarkeng for
each apt., $4800 mon includes
heat, hot water; avail. 9/1/07 call
781-249-1677
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California Cryobank Got Sperm?
$$ GOT SPERM? $$
Earn up to $900 /month
Healthy MEN in college or w/
BA/BSwanted for our sperm donor
program.
APPLY ONLINE: www.cryobankdonors.com

Relationship Problems? Study
Problems? Depressed?
Dr. Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist and
relationship specialist has a few
openings for students. Complete
confidentiality. Tufts insurance
accepted. Call (617) 628-4961

Spyder Web Enterprises_
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368

Wanted
Babysitter Wanted
Medford family seeks caring,
responsible student to provide
afterschool childcare for daughter
(7) and son (10), Tues & Thurs 2:305:30. Must have own car, good
driving record, references. $12-$14
per hour, depending on experience. If interested, contact: Harris.
Lori@BCG.com

Wanted
STS Travel - Spring Break 2007
Call STS for the best deals to
this years top 10 Spring Break
destinations! Earn the highest
rep commissions! Ask about our
group discounts! Voted best party
schedules. 1-800-648-4849. www.
ststravel.com.

CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos, Russo look to find groove again versus Amherst this weekend
FOOTBALL
continued from page 12

Jumbo losses after a strong showing at the
beginning of the season.
Last weekend, Russo threw for 104 yards
with a touchdown and tossed a pair of
interceptions, two of Tufts’ three turnovers
in the game. The offensive line didn’t lend
him much help, as the Ephs recorded five
sacks and put consistent pressure on Russo.
The running game was equally feeble; if
not for an 89-yard touchdown scamper
by sophomore Brad Ricketson late in the
fourth quarter, the first Tufts advance past
their own 35, the Jumbo runners would
have amassed only 10 net yards.
“We know that if we do the right things
on offense, we will move the ball,” senior
quad-captain and offensive lineman Brian
Schurko said. “The past few weeks we
haven’t been doing that, and we need to get
back to it. Coach Samko has been stressing
getting back to basics — our core running
plays and passing plays — and we will just
have to go from there.”
Amherst, meanwhile, finds itself in a
three-way tie for second place with Trinity
and Middlebury, as all three teams enter the
weekend with 4-1 records. The Jeffs’ lone
loss came on Oct. 7 versus Middlebury, a
game in which the touted Amherst offense
was held to three points in a 7-3 defeat.
Except for that off-week, the Amherst
offense has been potent all season. The
Lord Jeffs have averaged 23 points a game
and boast some of the best offensive talent

in the conference. Last year’s first team AllNESCAC quarterback, senior Nick Kehoe,
is averaging 230 passing yards per game.
His main target is Mark Hannon, a senior
wide receiver who took Offensive Player of
the Year honors in the conference last season. Last week, the duo hooked up for two
touchdown passes in the Lord Jeffs’ 23-0
win over Wesleyan.
“We are hopefully going to get a lot of
pressure on the quarterback,” Decembrele
said. “We have to cover the wide receivers
tight. Just like any other team, they run the
ball to set up the pass, so we have to stop
both. We’re hopefully going to stop the run
and get to the quarterback and get some
turnovers.”
Meanwhile, the Jeffs’ defense has been
underrated though it’s arguably the best
in the NESCAC; it has allowed an average
of only 4.6 points per game — best in the
nation in this category — and never more
than seven in a single game.
In the Wesleyan blowout, the Jeffs’
defense showcased its talents well. In addition to posting its first shutout of the season, Amherst forced three turnovers and
held Wesleyan to only 182 total yards, and
only 23 yards on the ground against the
Lord Jeffs’ run defense.
Sophomore defensive lineman Guy
Matisis, last week’s NESCAC Defensive
Player of the Week, had a seven-tackle, twosack day and is one of the team’s defensive leaders. Senior quad-captain Brendan
McKee is a standout on the line, which has

Suns’ success sans ball hogging has
prompted unselfishness in the NBA
MERTENS
continued from page 11

But the entire landscape of the league
changed when Stern, genius that he is,
cracked down on hand-checking. Voilà!
Quick players started attacking the basket
again because they weren’t getting mugged
on the perimeter, generating dunks, free
throw attempts, or kick-outs to teammates
for uncontested threes. Five years ago, just
four teams averaged more than 98 points
per game; last year, 12 teams did. No team
this century has averaged more points per
game than the hyperkinetic Suns did last
year, at over 108.
The most common criticisms lodged
against pro basketball are that the players can’t shoot and everyone is selfish, to
which I respond, “Have you watched an
entire NBA game recently?” If you get to a
shoot-around two hours before tip-off and
watch these guys warm up, the guards and
forwards knock down everything. It’s not
unusual to watch a bench scrub like Dan
Dickau sink 15 or 16 straight threes. Misses
in the games are more frequently a product
of the insane athleticism of NBA defenders and complex defensive schemes that
are designed to remove opposing players
from their offensive comfort zones than an

inability of the players to shoot.
To allegations of selfishness, I reply
that the best teams are the most unselfish ones. It is not a coincidence that
the Pistons, Spurs, and Heat have won
the last three titles; all three boasted
a veteran core with role players willing to accept their limited parts. Watch
the Mavericks or the Suns in the West,
or the Wizards or the Raptors out East,
and try to tell me that those teams play
selfish basketball. Toronto is scouring
free agency and international leagues to
find players that can play like Phoenix
does, and so are the Sonics — success
breeds imitation, so the freewheeling,
selfless style pioneered by Steve Nash
and his compatriots will continue to
spread throughout the NBA.
A lot has changed from the Blazers of
my childhood. The franchise showed Bill
Schonely the door with a distinct lack of
grace (it’s called “karma,” management,
and we suck now because you threw a franchise icon under the bus because he criticized you guys — thanks); and the playoffs,
once a lock, are laughably far away. But you
have to stick around through the bad times
to appreciate the good. I love this game.
Bring on tip-off.

Jumbos must stay strong against Camels
FIELD HOCKEY
continued from page 10

two teams are 5-3 in the league, but the
Bantams won the head-to-head matchup two weeks ago, giving them the edge.
So the Jumbos will need a Tufts win and a
Trinity loss to set Bello Field as the site for
Sunday’s match-up.
“Every year it gets like this towards postseason,” Watkins said. “At the beginning of
the season, we make speeches about how
we can’t take any NESCAC game lightly, but

it’s so true. Because when it comes down
to playoff seedings, every single game matters.”
McDavitt is hesitant to put too much
emphasis on home-field advantage, however, and is confident in her team’s ability to
win on the road.
“Every NESCAC game is a battle, and I’m
just happy to be in the tournament,” McDavitt
said. “There are teams that we would prefer to
play over others, but it’s more about how we
play that particular day.”

ROBBIE HAVDALA/TUFTS DAILY

The football team travels to Amherst this weekend, taking on the conference’s stingiest
defense. The Jumbos hope to rebound from back-to-back losses to Trinity and Williams in
order to avoid falling to 3-3 on the season.
helped the Jeffs hold opponents to only 58
rushing yards a game.
It will be important for the Jumbos
to find some early running success if
they hope to open up the offense and
allow Russo to find his groove. They
come into this weekend hoping to forget about Trinity and Williams, and

rebound against the Jeffs.
“Basically, we have moved on from the
past two weeks,” Schurko said. “We faced
two very good clubs the last two weeks, and
we know the next three games are winnable. We just have to get back to the basics,
on both offense and defense, and play well
so we can win these next few games.”

Tufts Programs
Abroad
Informational Pizza Parties
Tufts in Chile:
Monday, 10/30 at 6:00pm
Large Conference Room, Campus Center

Tufts in London:
Wednesday, 11/1 at 6:00pm
Large Conference Room, Campus Center

Come learn more about the programs, eat
pizza, and talk to program alumni!
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FIELD HOCKEY

Jumbos play this weekend for right to stay at friendly Bello Field
BY

LIZ HOFFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

Approaching the biggest 48 hours of the
season, the Jumbos bring a week’s resume
that includes a shutout win over NESCAC
and national power Williams, their highest
offensive output in a decade in a 6-0 win
over Endicott on Tuesday, and a gathering
momentum at their backs.
If there’s a time to make history, it’s now.
“We have come off three really big wins,
and at this point in the season, we have to
take our game up to the next level,” said
junior defender Meghan Becque, who will
return to the field after spending nearly
a month out with a finger injury. “Every
game, [coach] Tina [McDavitt] wants to see
us playing better than we did the last game.
Now that playoffs are right around the
corner, we know this is a really important
game, and we’re definitely going into it with
the mindset that we need to play the best
hockey we’ve played all season.”
A pair of 2-1 losses to Bowdoin and
Trinity this month dealt back-to-back
blows to the team’s hopes of a top regularseason finish in the league. But the Jumbos
have since rebounded with three straight
wins, two big league victories capped off by
the offensive explosion against Endicott. A
3-1 win over Wesleyan last Tuesday was a
season-saver, keeping the Jumbos afloat at
fifth in the conference, and a 2-0 win over
the Ephs on Saturday breathed new life
into the squad.
“These last few wins were what we needed to kick ourselves into gear,” senior cocaptain Stacey Watkins said. “We have a
lot riding on Saturday’s game, and we need
to keep our momentum up. That’s a great
thing about this year’s team — everyone is
so positive, and there’s this great chemistry
on and off the field.”
The Jumbos will need every weapon
they can get when they face Conn. College
tomorrow at home in their final regularseason game of the year. Far from being the
perennial doormat of other Camel teams,
the Conn. College field hockey team is a

potent foe. A 6-7 overall record and 2-6 clip
in the NESCAC obscure a talented team
that is dangerous in the circle and desperately needs a win tomorrow to sneak into
the eighth and final playoff spot.
The Camels notched a 5-0 blowout win
over a Bates team that the Jumbos needed
penalty strokes to overcome, a 2-1 win over
Wellesley, which beat Tufts by the same
score early in the season, and a close 4-3
loss to national power and NESCAC top
dog Middlebury. Junior Jill Mauer has nine
goals and 21 total points, good for third in
the league.
“They’re very dangerous, especially on
the forward line,” coach Tina McDavitt
said. “In their Bates game, four of their
goals came on corners. If you let them in
the circle, if they can capitalize on their
chances, then they’re a dangerous team.”
And if the Jumbos need another reminder
not to look past tomorrow’s game, they just
need to remember 2004, when the Camels
came to Bello Field and stole home-field
advantage from the Jumbos with a surprise
3-1 win.
“We do not underestimate Conn. College
at all,” junior midfielder Jennie Williamson
said. “In the past, they have come out really
aggressive, especially my freshman year.
NESCAC games are so uncertain, and we
could easily get caught on our feet if we’re
not careful.”
To keep the Camels out of their comfort
zone, the Jumbos will employ an offensiveminded design to exploit the Camels’ own
offense-heavy 4-3-3 lineup, which replaces
a defender with an extra forward. After
Saturday’s 2-0 win over Williams, which
employs the same setup, the Jumbos are
confident in their game plan.
“We need to stay on offense and do
what we did against Williams,” McDavitt
said. “Because they only play a three-back
system, we need to keep the ball on offense
and get in behind their defense. Our forwards have done a great job of tackling,
keeping the ball on the sidelines and getting it up-field to each other.”
The Jumbos will have the friendly sur-
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Freshman Amanda Russo dribbles up the field in Tufts’ 3-1 victory over Wesleyan Oct.
17. The Jumbos need a win over Conn. College and a Trinity loss to secure homefield
advantage in the first round of playoffs.
face of Bello Field in their favor, where
they are 5-1 this season. Since the start of
McDavitt’s tenure as head coach and the
unveiling of the new turf surface at Bello,
both in the 2004 season, the Jumbos have
gone 16-5 at home, compared to 10-12 on
the road.
“We have our fans, we have our warmup mix, we have our locker room, and
we don’t have to sit on a bus for three

hours,” Becque said. “We just play better at
home.”
And when the Jumbos take the field
tomorrow, they will be competing for the
chance to stay there. While the team’s firstround NESCAC Tournament opponent will
likely be Trinity (see scenarios, BELOW),
the location remains up in the air. The
see FIELD HOCKEY, page 9

FIELD HOCKEY PLAYOFF SCENARIOS

Field hockey provides the league’s best head-spinning playoff scenarios
When the Jumbos take the field tomorrow against Conn. College, they need a win
to have a chance at home-field advantage
on Sunday in the first round of the NESCAC
Tournament. But they will also need the
cards to fall just right, in the form of a win
of their own over the Camels, a Trinity loss
to Middlebury, and a Williams win over
Amherst.
In short, they need no surprises, and that
is never a given on a NESCAC Saturday.
The most crucial match-up will take
place in Vermont, where Middlebury, tied
for first in the league, hosts fourth-place
Trinity. If the Jumbos win and Trinity loses,
the whistle on Sunday blows at Bello Field.
Middlebury, ranked fourth in the nation, is
11-2 on the season and should take care of
the Bantams, although the Panthers may
still be reeling from a 4-3 surprise loss to
unranked, non-conference Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute on Wednesday.

A Trinity win would send the Jumbos
on the road, although their destination is
unclear. If the league standings hold and
Williams beats Amherst, Tufts will head
to Hartford to play Trinity on the road.
But a Williams loss to sixth-place Amherst
would throw a Jumbo-sized wrench in the
works. Coupled with Trinity and Tufts wins,
a Williams loss would yield a three-way
tie, with all three teams sitting at 6-3 in
NESCAC and having split their three meetings with each other, making a head-tohead tiebreaker impossible.
And that’s when early season losses to
Middlebury and Bowdoin would come
back to haunt the Jumbos, as the NESCAC’s
next tiebreaker is each team’s record against
the other top four teams. Trinity would
have wins over Middlebury and Tufts, and
Williams beat Bowdoin and Trinity, giving both teams 2-2 records in that group.
The Jumbos, however, have beaten only

Williams in that group and would be relegated to the fifth seed. Williams would win
the head-to-head tiebreaker with Trinity,
dropping the Bantams to the four-spot and
earning the Ephs the third seed — and a
first-round rematch with the Jumbos, this
time at home.
This is all dependent on Amherst playing the spoiler role tomorrow. The Lord
Jeffs started slow this season, losing six
of their first eight but have turned their
season around in recent weeks. The Ephs,
however, have gone 1-2-1 in their last four
games and are playing without two starters,
including NESCAC scoring leader sophomore Meighan McGowan, who is out with
pneumonia.
“I was very impressed when we played
[Amherst]; we were lucky to get that win,”
coach Tina McDavitt said of the Jumbos’ 1-0
win over the Lord Jeffs on Sept.23. “They’re
playing really well right now, and Williams

is struggling a bit. You need to adjust the
play on grass, and how quickly you can
adjust is the difference between a win and a
loss. It’ll be an interesting game.”
With Amherst riding a six-game win
streak, Williams looking far from invincible,
and the game’s being played at Amherst’s
Hitchcock Field, the only grass surface in
the NESCAC, a win for the Lord Jeffs is possible.
Playoff scenarios are fun, but none of
this matters without a Tufts win tomorrow. A loss to the Camels automatically
gives the Jumbos the five-seed and sends
them on the road, either to Hartford or
Williamstown.
“It’s a big weekend for everyone,” senior
co-captain Stacey Watkins said. “You really can’t count anyone out. I know we’re
ready.”
— by Liz Hoffman

Women qualify for ACCs with weekend’s fourth-place showings
BY SARINA

MATHAI

Senior Staff Writer

The sailing team has quietly
sailed under the radar of the Tufts
spotlight, cruising to one of the
more impressive seasons in the
program’s history.
Under coach Ken Legler, the
women’s and co-ed teams have
glided their way to a combined 18
top-10 finishes in regattas this fall
season, all the while maintaining
their status as the only Div. I sport
in Tufts athletics.
In it’s latest rankings, released on
Oct. 17 , the Intercollegiate Sailing
Association (ICSA) placed the women’s team in the No. 11 slot in the
nation, while the co-ed team is currently ranked No. 16.
The women proved their ranking when a fourth-place finish at

last weekend’s Stu Nelson Regatta at
Conn. College granted the women’s
team a bid to the Atlantic Coast
Championships. The team finished
fourth in a field of 17 squads, placing behind only St. Mary’s, Harvard
and Yale.
Barring a possible storm this
weekend, Jumbo sailors are set to
compete in the Women’s Victorian
Urn competition at Harvard, before
heading to the ACC event, to be
held Nov. 11-12.
“It will be kind of anti-climactic since we’ve already qualified,”
Legler said of the Harvard event.
“But if we do race, I think we’ll do
very well. We’ll be facing some good
teams.”
As the Jumbos head to the ACC
event in two weeks, they know that
they’ll have an added advantage.
The event will be held in Kings

Point, N.Y. — close to the home of
the team’s junior co-captain, Kaity
Storck.
“[Storck] lives near Long Island
where we will be racing,” Legler
said. “So I know she’ll do pretty well
down there.”
Legler believes that with the
team riding a No. 11 ranking at the
moment, that position is about
where they can expect to finish at
ACCs, but anything is possible.
“We’re hoping to finish somewhere in the top five, but more likely we’ll be near the ninth and 10th
spots,” Legler said.
The co-ed team has one last
chance to earn a bid to ACCs, and
it comes this weekend, as the sailors head to MIT to compete in the
Schell Trophy competition. Four
teams — MIT, Boston College,
Harvard and Yale, all behemoths

on the college racing scene — have
already qualified, and only three
spots remain. The Jumbos will be
fighting this weekend to nab one
of them, and will come up against
the likes of Coast Guard, Boston
University and Conn. College in the
highly competitive world of New
England racing.
“It’s gotten pretty rough; of the
top 20 teams in the country, 12 are
from New England,” Legler said. “We
don’t match up with all of them that
well, either. Harvard doesn’t have
much depth, but they’re ranked better than us. We don’t match up well
with BC, either, and they’re ranked
No. 1 in the country.”
Junior A skipper Michael Easton
agrees that this year has been one
of the most competitive seasons
for sailors in recent memory, as
the competition has been deep

throughout the region.
“There are a few weak teams,”
Easton said. “But everyone’s got
all their top players out, and it’s a
very good level of competition right
now. It’s by far the most competitive
conference in college sailing right
now.”
In spite of the stiff competition
awaiting them, the Jumbos are optimistic of their ability to snag an ACC
bid.
“We should get it; it would be
very disappointing if we don’t,”
Easton said. “I think it would
be the first time in many, many
years, but I feel as if we’re improving as the semester’s been going
on. We’re a pretty young team,
since we had so many graduating
seniors, but I think we’re getting
more comfortable and getting
better each day.”
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MEN’S SOCCER

MATT MERTENS | FREELANCER

Jumbos completely in control of playoff destiny
BY

KELLEY VENDELAND
Daily Editorial Board

Heading into tomorrow’s final
regular season match against Conn.
College, the men’s soccer team has
complete control over its Sunday
plans. They need either a win or a tie
against the NESCAC bottom-dwelling
Camels, and on paper, the Jumbos
look golden.
The Jumbos (6-6-1 overall, 2-51 in NESCAC) have a better season
record than the Camels (4-7-2, 1-7-0)
and better outcomes against league
leaders like top dog Williams — with
whom the Jumbos battled to a narrow 2-1 loss last Saturday compared
to the Camels’ 3-0 blowout defeat by
the Ephs — or third-ranked Bowdoin,
which Tufts blew out 5-0 just a week
before the Polar Bears dropped Conn.
College 2-0.

“We dropped a game to
them last year, and I really
don’t feel that we’re in a
position where we can take
anything for granted. . . We
have to win, and if we don’t
win, then we’re done. It
doesn’t matter if we’re playing at the top of the league
or the bottom; we can’t take
anything for granted.”
Ralph Ferrigno
coach

In the match against Williams,
however, the Jumbos ran into injuries that could affect their upcoming
performance. Junior tri-captain Greg
O’Connell re-injured himself, while
lead scorer senior Mattia Chason pulled
a hamstring at the end of the match.
“We’ll have to wait and see whether or
not they are fit,” coach Ralph Ferrigno said.
“It’s kind of touch-and-go at the moment.”

Currently, the prognosis looks
promising, as both are rehabbing and
O’Connell practiced on Wednesday.
However, if Chason and O’Connell are
unable to play, Ferrigno will have to
make some adjustments to the starting lineup.
“I have some players in mind,
although nothing is finalized as of
yet,” Ferrigno said.
The squad is still in control of its
playoff fate heading into tomorrow’s
final regular season match, though
any chance for home-field advantage
is out of the equation for the Jumbos.
The top seven seeds receive bids to
the NESCAC tournament, and Colby
(2-5-1 in NESCAC) and Tufts are currently tied for seventh; a head-to-head
tiebreaker was foiled by an openingday tie between the Jumbos and the
Mules.
In the event of a tie in the standings, the seventh slot is decided based
on performances against the top four
seeds, which have been locked down
by Williams, Amherst, Bowdoin and
Wesleyan, respectively. The Jumbos
and the Mules have both fallen to
Williams, Amherst, and Wesleyan;
however, the Jumbos trounced the
Polar Bears 5-0, while Colby fell 2-0,
giving the Jumbos the advantage in
the potential tiebreaker.
As long as the Mules’ and Jumbos’
records remain the same after this
weekend’s action, the Jumbos will
punch their ticket to the playoffs. Thus,
the Jumbos automatically advance to
the postseason if they win. If they
tie or lose to Conn. College, they will
need Colby to tie or lose to Bates.
The Camels, however, have had
some surprises in store for Tufts in
the past, defeating the Jumbos 2-1 in
last year’s final regular-season game.
“I definitely think we had one of
our poorest games of the year,” junior
Andrew Drucker said. “[The Camels]
were definitely a lot stronger than
we anticipated, and we were probably looking ahead to the next game
instead of focusing on that one.”
One of Conn. College’s most dangerous weapons lies in its talented
goalkeeper, sophomore Ted Lane, who
topped last year’s final season standings in saves per game, averaging six

per outing. Though the Camels do not
appear intimidating in the statistics,
last year’s experience has taught the
Jumbos to be cautious.
“We dropped a game to them last
year, and I really don’t feel that we’re
in a position where we can take anything for granted,” Ferrigno said. “We
have to win, and if we don’t win, then
we’re done. It doesn’t matter if we’re
playing at the top of the league or the
bottom; we can’t take anything for
granted.”

“They are a little inconsistent as young teams are, but
it’s the best Conn. College
team that I’ve seen for
awhile.”
Ralph Ferrigno
coach

Conn. College sports a young team
this year with no seniors on its roster,
a substantial difference from the sizable number of upperclassmen players in the Jumbo’s lineup. That experience could play in Tufts’ favor in the
pressure cooker that will unfold on
Kraft Field tomorrow.
“They have a good young team, and
if they had more experience, they’d be
doing better,” Ferrigno said. “They are
a little inconsistent as young teams
are, but it’s the best Conn. College
team that I’ve seen for awhile.”
Assuming the standings remain the
same after this weekend’s play and
Tufts earns a playoff spot, the Jumbos
will battle Amherst on Sunday, giving
them an opportunity to avenge a 2-0
loss to the Mules on Sept. 23. If the
Lord Jeffs upend the Ephs, the Jeffs
will take the No. 1 seed, and Tufts will
travel to Williams on Sunday.
“It’s hard to say who we’d rather
face,” Drucker said. “Obviously, it’d
be nice to play either [ Williams or
Amherst], because we’d like to get
back for our losses. I’d say right now,
though, that we’re leaning towards
Amherst.”

The love of the game
I love NBA basketball. I grew up on the
classiness of the Blazers in the early ’90s.
During the few games that weren’t televised in the days before the Internet, my
little brother and I hunkered around the
kitchen radio to catch scratchy snippets
of Bill Schonely’s play-by-play. The Blazers
were the NBA version of the Oakland A’s: a
small-market team with a fairly low payroll
that always flamed out in the playoffs.
Now, of course, the Rose City boasts the
West Coast’s version of the Knicks. I think
that if there were a Mount Rushmore for
well-meaning NBA owners that end up
screwing their teams, James Dolan, Paul
Allen, and Mark Cuban would be locks for a
statue. That aside, though, the league itself
has never been better; not in the glory days
of Jordan, and not during the Bird/Magic
rivalry.
The NBA has a new generation of superstars with extraordinary marketability.
Dwayne Wade, aside from being an NBA
Finals MVP and one of People’s 50 Most
Beautiful People, is a devout Christian who
doesn’t drink or smoke. The man has a tattoo of his grandma on one arm and Jesus
on the other, for crying out loud! LeBron
James is already following in Michael
Jordan’s footsteps by crafting a carefully
constructed public persona designed to
appeal to the widest range of people.
David Stern has the unenviable task of
promoting a league predominantly populated by young, black men from urban
backgrounds to an older, suburban, white
audience. I hear NBA players classified as
“thugs” with disturbing frequency (more
so than players in other major pro sports),
and while I feel that there’s more than a
little racism in that characterization, players like Wade and James defy it and will
help put fans back in the seats.
Admittedly the late 1990s was not a good
time for the NBA; plodding post offenses
and hacking, grabbing defenses were the
norm. (The primary reason I hate Pat Riley,
by the way, is the role his Heat played in
establishing this style of play and therefore
making the NBA virtually unwatchable for
about five years. That and he looks like the
Devil in corporeal form. Back to the column).
see MERTENS, page 9
Matthew Mertens is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major.

Editors' Challenge | Week 8
We suck. We admit it. Rubb-ish. When the dust cleared on Week 8, we
had put together a 50-67 record, which is worse than Connecticut College's
all-time NESCAC clip (don't laugh ... the Camels are coming to town tomorrow, ready to take up the spoiler role). In our defense, however, Houston beat
Jacksonville (a team that beat last year's Super Bowl champion Pittsburgh in the
2006 season opener ... a sure sign of the apcalypse), Oakland surprised us all by
winning the battle of the two worst teams in the NFL, and Drew Bledsoe decided
to go into early retirement ... in the first half ot Monday Night Football. Andrew
"Really? REALLY?" Bauld inexplicably won this week with a 7-6 record, the only
Daily Sports Department editor to emerge from the slaughter above .500. He
picked up another game on Rachel "Larry" Dolin, Evans "Curly" Clinchy, and Alex

"Moe" Bloom, who are stuck in a three-way tie for third, and moved another
step above Liz "I f*ckin LOVE playoff scenarios!" Hoffman. Three years later,
Dave Pomerantz finally distanced himself from freshman year roommate Andrew
"Probably anti-Nazi" Silver, turning in a 6-7 mark that proved to be just enough.
"Eager" though he may be to move up in the standings, Tom didn't help his cause
this week, coming in at 5-8. Kelley Vendeland proved that her momentary jump
above .500 was just that, and fell back even with a 6-7 mark.
In Week 9, San Francisco and Chicago square off the what we're going
go ahead and call the mismatch of the century, and Philadelphia gets a shot at
redeeming what we ALL know should be a 7-0 seaon. Lilly "Pretty Uniforms"
Riber offers her guest picks.

OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK

Dave
58-28
6-7

Andrew S.
57-29
5-8

Alex
54-32
5-8

Evans
54-32
5-8

Rachel
54-32
5-8

Andrew B.
53-33
7-6*

Liz
50-36
6-7

Tom
46-40
5-8

Kelley
45-45
6-7

GUEST
Lilly Riber

San Francisco at Chicago
Atlanta at Cincinnati
Seattle at Kansas City
Houston at Tennessee
Arizona at Green Bay
Tampa Bay at NY Giants
Jacksonville at Philadelphia
Baltimore at New Orleans
St. Louis at San Diego
Pittsburgh at Oakland
Indianapolis at Denver
NY Jets at Cleveland
Dallas at Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Tennessee
Green Bay
NY Giants
Jacksonville
New Orleans
St. Louis
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Jacksonville
New Orleans
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Denver
NY Jets
Dallas

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
New Orleans
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Tennessee
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
New Orleans
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
Baltimore
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Atlanta
Kansas City
Tennessee
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
New Orleans
San Diego
Oakland
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Kansas City
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
New Orleans
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Denver
NY Jets
Carolina

Chicago
Cincinnati
Seattle
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
Baltimore
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Indianapolis
NY Jets
Dallas

Chicago
Atlanta
Kansas City
Houston
Green Bay
NY Giants
Philadelphia
Baltimore
San Diego
Pittsburgh
Denver
Cleveland
Dallas

San Francisco
Cincinnati
Seattle
Tennessee
Green Bay
Tampa Bay
Philadelphia
New Orleans
San Diego
Oakland
Denver
NY Jets
Carolina

MONDAY NIGHT
New England at Minnesota
(Points Total)

Minnesota
31

New England
63 (all NE)

New England
44

New England
45

Minnesota
32

New England
35

New England
41

New England
31

New England
24

Minnesota
33
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INSIDE
Field Hockey 10
Men’s Soccer 11
Freelancer 11
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VOLLEYBALL

Jumbos still perfect at home with Wednesday’s win over Bowdoin
BY JEREMY STRAUSS

Daily Staff Writer

The first commandment of
Tufts volleyball: No visiting
team shall walk out of Cousens
Gym with a victory.
VOLLEYBALL (21-6, 5-2)
at Cousens Gym, Tuesday
GAME SCORES
1 2 3
Bowdoin............21 18 25
Tufts.................30 30 30
Harrison: 14 kills, 2 serving aces
Fleischer: 6 kills, 4 blocks
Goldstein: 29 assists

In a game that had its share
of runs by both teams, the
Jumbos managed to maintain
their perfect home record with
a 3-0 win over the Bowdoin
Polar Bears Wednesday night.
With the win, Tufts improves to
22-6 on the season and 6-2 in
the NESCAC, inching closer to
a higher seed in the approaching NESCAC Tournament.
Tufts jumped out to an early
3-0 lead in the first game, but
several errors allowed the
game to remain close. The
squad eventually reclaimed
the three point lead at 14-11,
but Bowdoin quickly closed
the gap to one. Once the score
reached 15-14, coach Cora
Thompson called a time out to
compose her team.
“I just told them to take care
of the ball,” Thompson said.
“We were being too slow on
our feet. We needed to pick up
the intensity.”
The game continued, but not
without drama. Twice during
the first game, Tufts attempted
to substitute players without
properly recording the changes at the scorer’s table and
with the referee. This penalty
constitutes delay of game and
resulted in a team yellow card.
However, the Jumbos went on

to prevail in the game by a
score of 30-21, thanks to senior
co-captain Kelli Harrison’s
thunderous game-ending kill.
In the second game, Tufts
and Bowdoin split the first 12
points to a 6-6 tie. The Jumbos
held their ground with strong
defensive play, highlighted by
several outstanding digs from
sophomore Maya Ripecky,
and finally took a 21-18 lead.
With nine straight points, the
Jumbos closed out the match
30-18. Ripecky’s impressive dig
was one of eight on the night
and capped another strong
performance for the sophomore off the bench.
“I was always working on
staying low tonight,” Ripecky
said after the game. “I did what
I could. Every player contributes a lot, whether she’s coming off the bench or not. It’s a
team effort out there.”
The third game proved to
be the most suspenseful of
the night, as the Polar Bears
dominated the first 12 points,
taking a 9-3 lead. But Tufts
battled back, ultimately rallying to tie the game at 17
before capturing the lead 1817. But Bowdoin recovered,
and once the score was tied
at 25, Thompson seized the
opportunity for another timeout.
“I told them they needed
to win the game,” Thompson
said. “We were still the stronger team. I told them that if
they wanted it, they needed to
go and get it.”
The squad took Thompson’s
advice to heart, flawlessly
winning the last five points to
take the game 30-25 and the
match, 3-0. In her last regular-season home game as a
Jumbo, Harrison ended Game
3 with another of her signature
spikes.
The two senior co-captains,
Harrison and classmate Dana

FOOTBALL PREVIEW

Jumbos look to bounce back
against Lord Jeffs, stop slide
BY

ETHAN LANDY

Daily Staff Writer

Another weekend, another
huge NESCAC game.
The football team completes
a tough three-game stretch
tomorrow, as the Jumbos finish out October with their fifth
league game of the season
against their toughest opponents yet.
After losing back-to-back
games at Trinity and Williams
at home, Tufts now stands at
3-2 on the season and travels to
Amherst to face the Lord Jeffs
at Pratt Field. The Jumbos are
badly in need of a win to salvage their season and stop a
two-game slide, and they are
confident they can deliver one.
“We are extremely optimistic,” senior quad-captain Chris
Decembrele said. “This is a team
we have beaten in two of the last
three years, and we know we
can beat them.”
The Jumbos started off the
season 3-0 but now find themselves reeling with the possibility of dropping to a .500 record
this weekend. Tufts ran into the
premier team in the league, the

5-0 Williams Ephs, last weekend, struggling on both sides of
the ball and losing 38-14.
In that game, the Jumbos
found themselves down 28-0 at
one point in the second quarter and struggled just to keep
the score respectable. A balanced Williams offensive attack,
led by junior quarterback Pat
Lucey, racked up 352 total yards
and scored touchdowns on its
first four drives, while the Tufts
offense was consistently going
three-and-out at the game’s
onset.
However, the Jumbos’ defense
was not without bright spots.
Saturday’s game saw the continued excellence of sophomore
linebacker Tyson Reynoso, who
finished with 10 total tackles on
the day, while senior quad-captain Chris Decembrele recorded
a game-high five solo tackles.
The offense has slumped in
the past two games, and will
need a resurgent performance if
it hopes to overcome Amherst’s
defense, arguably the best in the
league. Senior quarterback Matt
Russo has struggled in the two
see FOOTBALL, page 9

Fleisher, were honored in a
pre-game ceremony for their
four years of dedication to the
team. Both went on to turn
in excellent performances on
a somewhat emotional night,
as Fleisher posted a strong six
kills, four blocks, and three
digs, while Harrison led the
Jumbos offensively with 14
kills and two serving aces.
However, the breakout performance of the night was from
freshman Dena Feiger. Feiger
started in place of usual starting setter, sophomore Kaitlin
O’Reilly, who had suffered an
injury in a recent practice. The
freshman played in all three
games at setter and gave the
team more than it could ask
for with five kills, two blocks,
six digs, and a team-leading 29
assists. Feiger attributed much
of her performance to the support of her teammates.
“Kaitlin is awesome, and to
take her place is really difficult,” Feiger said. “Everyone
on the team is so encouraging.
They have faith in every player
on the team.”
“ We’re
ver y
lucky,”
Thompson added. “Dena’s
very composed. She played
great defense and she’s attackminded.”
The excitement of the win
was somewhat diminished with
the news that Williams had
beaten Middlebury to clinch
the NESCAC Tournament
hosting rights, which will take
place in Williamstown next
weekend.
Both Tufts and Williams will
close out the season this weekend in the third NESCAC weekend of the year. The Jumbos
can finish the regular season in
second place in the conference
if they sweep Hamilton and
Williams tonight and tomorrow. However, with Amherst
at 5-3, Bowdoin, Wesleyan
and Conn. College at 4-3, and

JOSH WILMOTH/TUFTS DAILY

Senior co-captain Kelli Harrison delivers a powerful spike in the volleyball
team’s 3-0 win Wednesday night over the Bowdoin Polar Bears. The
Jumbos now stand at 22-6 on the season, and Harrison leads the team
with 399 kills.
Trinity close behind, with several head-to-head match-ups
on the schedule this weekend,

a Tufts loss could complicate
the seeding situation for the
tournament.

