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BODY: 
Even a t  home in  the bathroom in the middle of the night w i t h  the l i gh t s  out, 

the drapes drawn and the water running, rookie o'ff icer  John Kane of t he  Skokie 
Police Department could not l i g h t  u p  a c igaret te  without putting h i s  job on the 
l ine .  

'Et doesn' t bother me,'' said Kane, 28, one of a handful of new off icers  
covered by an unusual and controversial department regulation forbidding new 
recrui ts  t o  swoke or  chew tobacco on or off d u t y .  "1 don't smoke and haven1 t 
since the 6th grade." 

" I t  doesn't matter t o  me," added Ken Borne, 24, a two-year veteran vi l lage 
f i re f igh te r  a l so  covered by the regulation. "I don't even rea l ly  t h i n k  about 
it.'' 

B u t  several  angry vi l lage o f f i c i a l s  who jus t  found out about the regulation 
a re  considerably l ass  blase. 

" I t ' s  absolutely incredible," said Trustee Robert FritzsHall ,  one of several  
Village Board members to  speak out against the t o t a l  smoking ban a t  a recent 
board meeting. " I t ' s  invasive, i t ' s  intrusive and i t ' s  irresponsible. I don' t  
think we have any right to go into  a man's house and t e l l  him he can ' t  smoke." 

Trustee Jackie Gore11 called the l imitation "ludicrous" and said "off- d u t y  
o f f i ce rs  and firemen should be f ree  t o  do what they want to  do within the law." 

- lWelre overstepping our authority," added Trustee William El l io t .  

Fire Chief Thomas Qul l l in ,  who introduced the idea t o  Skokie, said the 
24-hour smoking ban has caused nln protes ts  or disciplinary problems within his 
department, where 25 new employees have signed a pledge of abstinence since 
mid-1985. 

" I t ' s  both for  the health of our employees and a protection for our pension 
system," said Q u i l l i n .  By law, heart  and lung d i s ab i l i t i e s  a r e  considered 
job-related for f i re f igh te rs .  

"The productivl ty  of o f f ice rs  increases dramatically i f  they don' t smoke, " 
said Police Chief Uilliam Miller, who ins t i tu ted the no-tobacco pledge i n  his 
bailiwick ea r l i e r  t h i s  year, part ly in an e f f o r t  t o  cut down on heart disease, 
a lso  considered a job-related d i s ab i l i t y  for  policemen. "Look a t  the 
re la t ionship between tobacco and sickness. Smoking by police o f f ice rs  is 
something we as cit izens pay for." 
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Univers i ty  studies c i t e d  by the Smoking Po l icy  I n s t i t u t e ,  a Seat t le-  based 
orqanizat ion t h a t  helps businesses address smoking-in-the-workp 1 ace issues, 
t a v e  estimated t h a t  a worker who smokes costs h i s  employer between $1 ![1PD and 
$4,600 a year rn  absenteeism, insurance penal t ies and even property damaqe. 

" I t ' s  becoming more and more common f o r  companies t o  decl ine t o  h i r e  
Sm~kerS," sa id  Robert Rosner. executive d i r e c t o r  o f  the Smokinq Po l icy  
I n s t i t u t e .  ''But the p rac t i ce  t s  almost always more subt le  than making 

employees s ign  a pledge never t o  smoke and threatening t o  terminate them i f  they  
do. " 

Rosner said the  pub l i c  outc ry  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year over a th rea t  by US5 
Acoust ical  Products to. t o  f i r e  i t s  f ac to ry  workers who d i d  no t  q u i t  smoking, 
and the subsequent rehrac t ion  o f  t h a t  threat ,  has confused the smoking 
d iscr iminat ion  issue i n  the minds o f  employers, waking &any unsure what t h e i r  
r i g h t s  are. 

*Both the  courts and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission have ru led 
t h a t  smokers are no t  a protected class,' Rosner said. He and others who f o l l o w  
such issues can l i s t  about a dozen po l i ce  and f i r e  agencies around the country 
t h a t  have i n s t i t u t e d  24-Hour smoking bans f o r  new employees. 

The f i r e  department i n  Alexandria, Va., a Washington suburb, i n s t i t u t e d  the 
nat ion 's  f i r s t  suoh ban i n  1979. I t  is s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t  and "a great success," 
according t o  Capt. Paul Scaf f ido o f  the department. 

He said no f i r e f i g h t e r s  have q u i t  o r  been f i r e d  over the p roh ib i t i on ,  and i t  
has even insp i red a few of the o l d  hackers and wheezers i n  the department t o  
s top  smoking and take up joggilng. 

A new f i t ness  consciousness has h i t  the Skokie Pol ice Department i n  the wake 
o f  the anti-smoking po l i cy ,  and about 10 o f  the s touter  o f f i c e r s  have en ro l l ed  
i n  weight reduction pnograms. Chief W l l l e r  himself has dropped 36 pounds, he 
said. 

"We're a c t i v e l y  deal ing w i t h  the  whole hea l th  issue," said Skokie Patrolman 
Carlo Carlotta, 26, who forswore h i s  occasional c iga r  when Me joined t h e  
department seven months ago. The smoking ban surpr ised him, he said, because 
he'd never heard o f  such a th ing.  

N 
0 

Neither had John Kane's classmates a t  the Chicago Po l ice  Academy. "Host o f  N 
N 

them were smokers," he said. "They sa id  they 'd sooner not  take the j ob  than have gbl 
t o  live w i t h  something l i k e  that .  They were surpr ised the village was g e t t i n g  
away w i t h  it.# 

4 ut 
Also surpr ised #ere the Skokie t rustees and Hayor A lber t  Smith, who sa id  t3 

they were no t  aware t h a t  the ban was even i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  i t  came up in rn 
otherwise-routine discussions and r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  ru les  and regulat ions in en 

i 
i October. 

The five-member Pol ice and F i r e  Commission had adopted the regu la t ion  w i t h  
v i r t u a l l y  no fanfare, f i r s t  f o r  new firemen, then f o r  new policemen. 

' I t ' s  a f r igh ten ing thfng," sa id  Trustee F r i  tzsha l l ,  the most outspoken 
opponent of .the regu la t ion  a t  the board meeting. "We say i t ' s  for the health 
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o f  the departments, but what's next? I don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  healthy t o  eat  a l o t  o f  
f a t t y  meats. I don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  healthy t o  imbibe too many s p i r i t s .  Ane we go ing  
t o  t e l l  a man he can have one c o c k t a i l  Saturday n i g h t  but no t  three? What he can 
eat? Then when he can have sex w i t h  h i s  wi fe?" 

The t rus tees voted t o  r a t i f y  the ru les  package despite t h e i r  object ions t o  
the smoking proviso, bu t  v i l l a g e  Corporation Counsel Barbara Heyer s a i d  t h e i r  
approval was a pro-forma acknowledgmentu anyway and no t  t echn ica l l y  necessary i n  ' ' 
order f o r  the regulat ions t o  be i n  e f fec t .  

Bud Kel ley,  a Springfield-based l o b b y i s t  f o r  the  I l l i n o i s  Associat ion o f  
1 

Tobacco and Candy D is t r i bu to rs ,  who recent ly  spoke out  against  a new Skokie 

, I  

ordinance r e s t r i c t i n g  swoking I n  p u b l i c  places, sa id  the po l i ce  and f i r e  
regulat ions 'are n o t  r igh t . "  The Tobacco I n s t i t u t e  i n  Washington seconded h i s  
opinion. 

But spokesnen f o r  the American Cancer Society i n  New York and the 
In te rna t i ona l  Associaiton o f  F i r e f i g h t e r s  union i n  Washington expressed t h e i r  
support f o r  the 24 hour ban f o r  rec ru i t s .  

I , Trustee Frank NcCabe sa id  he l i k e s  the idea, too. "Cops are  heroes i n  the 

1 ,  eyes o f  k ids ,  he said. "They're r o l e  models, even when they ' re  o f f  the job. 
They shouldn t have c igare t tes  i n  t h e i r  mouths. 

A t  l e a s t  they'd be t te r  not. Not Skokle cops. Not even i n  a fo re ign country 
i n  a basement behind a p a r t i t i o n  under the cover o f  darkness. Not ever. 
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