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My name 1s Glona Johnson. [ am President or the Coalition or Labor Union Women
(CLUW), the naton's eniy orgarization of trade union women, CLUW is an orgamzaton ot
20,000 members trom 75 affiliated chapters, representing 7.5 miilion women in uniens from
diverse geograptuc, industnal ana occupational backgrounds. Since 1ts incepnon in 1974,
CLUW has been a strong voice on issues ranging from reproductive nights and affirmauve
acnon, o [amiy leave ana national health care reform.

The Coalition of Labor Union Women applauds the courage and commuiment of President
Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to take on the issue of heaith care reform.
Thanks in large part to their leadership, we now have an historic opportunity to enact a
national health care plan that will guarantes evervone in this country access 0 high quality,
affordable and comprehensive health care benetits.

The Coalition of Labor Union Women is on record in support of a single-paver approach to
health care reform. We have enaorsed and swrongly support the Amencan Health Secunty
Act (H.R. 1200 and $. 491) introduced by Congressman Jim McDermett (D-WA) and
Senator Paui Wellstone (D-MN). CLUW believes that ultimately the United States wiil have
10 move 10 & single-payer system in order to solve the many fundamental problems we face
in our health delivery system. That being smd. CLUW is committed to passage of heaith
care reform that meets the pringiples of a singie-payer system and serves the needs of
working women and their families. On close examinadon, the Administranen’s Health
Secunity Act, meets several of CLUW"s basic principles for reform.

ine of these key principles is universal access and we commend President Clinton’s
commitment 10 providing uriversal coverage oy (998, No other heaith reform proposal
under consideration — other than single-payer - comes close to achieving this imporant goai.

Currenty 13 million Amencan women have no health insurance and nine miilion children are
armnsured.  Together, women and children compose over two-thirds of the 37 mullion
Amencans without coverage, All too often 100s that are typically "women s work” like fooa
service, clerical or reta jobs have little or no health coverage. Women alsc make up ‘wo-
‘hirds of the pan-time workforce and most part-ime jobs provide no health benerits,

Women, parucularly working women, will benetit disproportionately from the nciusion ot
dniversal coverage 1n the Clinton pill.

Strong cost contawnment 15 a second principle by which CLUW cvajuates any health reform
legislation. The Administration’s bill effecuvely puts the breaks on spiraling health care
<osts through sttutory limits on e annual increase in insurance premiums. This single
feature of the Clinton bilt would likely save woriang women and men andg atl consumers
billions ot dollars every year.

Comprehensive benetits, including the full rangs of women's health care nesds. 15 1 crucial
provisien of the heaith reform package. We applaud the Clinton pian {or guaranteeing a
uniform. national benetit package hat mirrors some of the best private heaith pians currently
available, Beuter soil. the Administrauon’s pian emphasizes prevenuve care services
designed (0 keep Americans healty rather than treat them only after they become 1l

Delivery of routine mammograms, Pap smears, pre- and posi-natal health care top the list of
preventative measures that, if avalable to ali women, could dramateally improve women's
heaith and save lives. This year, 44,000 womet will dis of breast cancar; 13,200 of these
deaths could have been prevented by early detection through mammograms and earty
treatment. Nine out of 10 deaths from cervical cancer ccuid be prevented by eariy detection
through reguiar Pap smears. Similarly. 25% of all pregnant women do not receive adequate
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srenall care, a major cause of low birth weignt in infants.

The Admumstration's Health Secuncy Act goes a long way to address women's heaith care
needs. The standard benetit package combined with rounne physical axaminanons.
orevenianve screenmings and laboratory tests would provide millions of American women with
basic care that is currently out of reacn. In the area of family planning, the plan would otfer
the full range of reproductive hezlith services, including abortons.

Under the Clinton pian, heaith security would become a reality for the nauon’s 63 milhion
children. The stancard benerit package covers children for well-baby and well-child check-
ups, routine immunizations, and dental and vision care up to age 18. Fully funding the
Special Supplemental Food Program for ‘Women and Children (WIC) will help mest the
nurtionai needs of low-income women and children. Teogether, these benefits wouid
#nhance not only heaith of millions of children, but aiso the peace of mind of their parents.

The Clinton Admimstration has displayed foresight and leadership by inroducing 2 bill that
ackmowiedges that chronic care needs are as important as acute care. The creation of a long-
term home and communiry-based care program for Americans of all ages takes the crycial
first step of meeting the chronic care needs that particuiarly burden our eideriy. A new
prescription drug benefit for the elderly and a commitment to mental health coverage are
additionai elements of the axpansion of coverage many Americans would achieve under the
President's plan.

The financing of health care reform may be the most difficult aspect of deveioping a plan.
Yet, wiien it comes 0 faimess and equity, it i5 alsa the single most important component of
any reform package, CLUW believes that health care reform must be financed in a
progressive manner based on ability to pay. To that end. we have consisienddy supported
income taxes as the preferabie funding mechanism for the naton's health care program. The
Administration pian's reliance on flat premiums and excise taxes is a matter of much concem
t0 the working women of CLUW. Consumer excisa laxes — whether broad-basad value
added taxes or narmow tobacco taxes such as those in the Administration’'s proposal — are
regressive, costing those with the least the greatest share of their income. Unfortunately,
working women would bear a disproportionate burden. We wouid like @ se¢ the new heaith
care program improve rather than exacerbate this workplace inequity and hope that this is
achieved as health reform moves through Congress.

America's health care system 18 in erincad condition and 15 1n urgent need of reform.
President Clinton has taken an admirable first step by introducing legislation that will address
many af e most senous problems which exist in our current svstem. CLUW applauds the
Admunistrauon's efforts on three of our most :mportant principles for neaith care retorm:
amiversal coverage, comprehensive benefits and cost control.

Thank vou.
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