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M v  name is Glona Jonnson. i am Prcsidcnr or the C~alition o i  Labor Union Women 
i C L W ,  the nauon's onlv organuauon oi tmde union women. CLUW is an oreanuauoo ur 
20.000 members trom 75 affiliated chapters. r e p w n u n g  7.5 mrilion women In unions from 
drverse geograpns. tndusmal and occupaUond backgrounds. S i n a  its ~nccption In 1974. 
CLUW has been a srrong volee on issues ranglng from npmducnve nehts and aifitmauve 
acuon. ro iamliy leave ana nauonal health m e  reiorm. 

The Coaliuon oi  Iabor Union Women applauds the courage and c o m m r m a t  of P m d e n t  
Clinton and First Lady Hillaq Rcdham Clinton u, talrc on the issue of health care reform. 
Thanks in large pan to their leadership, we now havc an historic opponunity to enact a 
nauonal health care plan that will guarantee everyone in h i s  c o u n q  accas  m h ~ p h  quxhty. 
affordable and wrnprehenrive health cue benefits. 

The Coaliuon oi  Labor Union Women IS on record m support of a smgie-payer approach lo 
health care r e r o n .  We have enaorssl and smngly support the Amencan Health Secunrv 
c r  (H.R. 1200 and S. 491) lntmducsn by Congressman Jim McDermon (D-WA) and 
Senator Paul Wellsronf ( D - B W .  CLlJW believes thaf ultimately the United Stats  wlU have 
lo movc ro a single-payer svstem m ordcr to solve the many fundamental problems we face 
in our health dehvery sysum. That be~ng sud. CLUW is wmmned  lo passage of health 
care reform that m m  the principles o i  a smgle-paycr system and wrves h e  n d s  of 
,woriang womcn and their famllicr. On clow exmination, the Admin~suauon's Health 
Secunry Act. meeu several of CLLW's basic pnnnplu  for reform. 

One ol these rev pnnelples IS unlvera  access and we commend Presiaent Clmron s 
-0rnmitment lo provld~ng unrvcnai coverage o y  1998. No othcr health reform proposal 
under consrderauon - orher lhan s~nglc-payer - comes c l o v  to actuenng thls l m p o m r  goaI 

CumnUy 15 million Amencan women havc no health insurana and nlne miilion chlldren arc 
~~1nSurcd.  Together, womcn and chi ldm wmpnw ovcr nvo-thuds a t  h e  37 million 
Amencans w~rhour coverag?. A I I  too often jobs that are Wicaiiv 'womcn r work" like im 
cerrtce. clencal or retad lobs have lirtlc or no health average. Women aim make UP :wo- 
-h~rds  oi the pan-time w o r k i o ~ e  and most part-t~me !obs provlde no health beneilu. 
Women. parucularlv worhng women. will benetit dispmpomonatelv irom the Inciusron or 
lniverrai coverage In [he Clinron 0111. 

Strong cosl conunmenl is d m o n d  pnnctple hy wnich CLUW cvaiuaus anv health reform 
Ieglsiauon. m e  Admin~stnuon'r bill effecuvelv puu the brcaks on spiraling health care 
:osu hmugh staturor, iirnlts on me annual :ncreJ+c m insurance premiums. This single 
feature o i  the Clinton b~l l  would l!keiv rave woriang womm and men ana all consumers 
blllions oi dollars cvery y s r .  

Cumprehensrve benefits. including [he iull range or women's health care neeor. is a cmclal 
provision u i  thc hcailh reform package. We applaud me Clinton plan tor guaranteetng a 
unltorm. natlonai oeneilr package that mirrors wme of the best pnvate hcalth plans cun~nt lv  
dvalable. Berrer snll. Ihe 4dminisuauon's plan emphawcs prevauve care wrvlccr 
designed to keep Amencans h d l h y  ralhcr lhan m a t  them onlv a i u r  moy baomc 111. 

Delivery ot rouune mammograms. Pap smer r ,  prc- and past-natal hcaih care top the list of 
prevmtauve measures that, I T  avaiable to ail women, wuid dramaucally Improve women's 
health and save liver. This y m .  44.W women wl l  die of breast cancer: l3.2CQ of t hee  
deaths wuid havc b e n  prevented by m l y  detstion thmugh mammograms and early 
lmrmenr  Ninc out of 10 dmths from cervical cancer muld be prevented by early detection 
Ihrou~h regular Pap s m m .  Similarly. 25 5 of a l l  pregnant womm do not rcccive adequate 



x e n a d  m e .  a malor cause o i  low b inh  welenr In .nianrr 

Thc Adnunisuahons Health Swunty Act p w  a long wav to address womcn's heath care - .  
needs. The SWIM besetit package comatntd wth  routine physlcd uammanons. 
Dreventmve scmnlnes and laboratorv use would a m n d e  nubons o l  Amencan women wlln 

4 

Saslc care mat IS currenriv out 01 m c n  In h e  area o i  farmlv planrung. h e  plan wouid otfer 
[he ruil m g e  of reprcducuve nealth servlccs, ~nciud~ng abomons 

tinder rhe Clinron plan. health security would b a m e  a reality for rhe nauon's 65 rnihon 
s h d d m .  Tne standard benefit paciuge covers children for well-baby and well-child checx- 
ups, muune lmmunuahons. and d t n d  and vlsim can up to age 18. Fully funding the 
Speaal Supplemental Food Program iot  Wamm and Children (WIC) wtll help m e r  the 
numdonal need3 of low-income women and chiidm. Tognhu. l h e ~  bencilm wouid 
enhance no! only health of millions of children, but aka the pace of nund of theu pamts. 

The C h m n  Admilustmion ha$ displayed f o ~ g h t  and leadaslup by innoducing a bill that 
achmwldgw lhat chmnic care needs arc as imporant as acue cars. The mation of a long- 
rcrm home and mmmuniw-bawd arc  promam for AmeriMs of all wes cakes the crucial 
lint stcp of mcmng the chmnlc care need; that pamcularly burden our elderly A new 
pMcnphon dmg benefit for the cldcrlv and a Fommltment to mcntal health m e r a g e  arc 
ddiaonal elemmu or the expanuon or covmge manv Amencans would achleve under the 
Pmdcn t ' s  plan. 

The financing of health cart rctorm may be h e  most d~fficult u p c t  or dcveiop~ng a plan 
Ye!, wnen 11 comcs to f a m m  and cqulry. 11 IS alvl the slnglc most Imporant component 01 
anv nfarm package. CLUW be l~cvu  that health care rcionn must be finanad m a 
p r o g w v e  manner bawd on m~l l ty  to pay To that end, we have a r s w ~ ~ ~ d y  supported 
Income lax- as h e  preferable fundmg mcchamsm ior rhc muon's h d t h  rarc program. The 
Adnunumuon plan's reliance on flat prrmlums and mast taxcl la a maaer of much m n m n  
to Ihe warhng women of CLUW Consumer cxclv lax= - wncther bmacl-basal value 
added mcc or namnv tobacco m a  such as those m the Admuusmnm's pmpolal - an 
r e m v e ,  cosnng tho= with the leau rhe g r a m t  share or Ihur mcome Uniomnucly. 
worbng womm would b g r  a dispmpomonaa burden. We would Wrs to ses rhc nnv h d r h  
care program i m p m e  rather than a x u b a t s  tius workplace m q u t y  and hope that rtur IS 

actucvcd as health rcform mover through Congmt. 

America's health carc rysttm Ir In cnncal cnnd~uon and 1s m urgm! nced of nform. 
Pru~denr Clinton has taken an admlnblc first step by ~nuoduc~ng legalanon that w11l address 
lnanv a t  h e  most a n o u s  omblems wnlch extsr in our cumnr svsrem. C L W  applauds the 
Admln~suauon s eiiom on three or our mosl imporrant pnnnples ror n d t h  cart rctorm 
inlvcrsal coverage. compnnenslvc kne i ln  and cost cnntml 


