Nathaniel B. Boileau:

Born of Hugeuenot parents in 1763, he had graduated from Princeton and had then become a prosperous farmer.  Despite his good education and material success, Boileau experienced an unusual frustration in his private life.  He was engaged successively to three sisters: the first died before marriage; the second died two years after they were married; and the third, although she lived for may years after their marriage, never bore him any children.

His political life was to prove little more satisfactory.  Elected to the legislature in 1797, he had served in that body continuously except for the session of 1802-03, when he had been eliminated because of his unsuccessful campaign for Congress against Frederick Conrad, the regularly nominated Republican candidate.  In the legislature Boileau had been one of the most radical of the Republicans, sponsoring legislation to prevent the reading of British cases and precedents in the Pennsylvania courts and seeking to weaken the Governor’s appointive power by requiring legislative election of the Comptroller General and the Register General.  He had also been responsible for the introduction of the Incompatability Act of 1802.  As one of the House managers in the impeachment of the Supreme Court judges, he had made violent attacks on the legal profession, the common law, and the judiciary.  Aside from this radicalism, Boileau, like Leib, was unfortunately distinguished by an inordinate ambition, a jealous spirit, and an inherent propensity for intrigue.  These traits were to become more evident in 1805 and succeeding years than they had previously been.
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Alexander J. Dallas

McKean’s Secretary of the Commonwealth in 1800 was Alexander James Dallas, Jamaican-born British subject of Scotch descent, who had come to Philadelphia in 1783 at the age of twenty-four.  Admitted to the bar two years later, he soon achieved some prominence by the publication of his reports of judicial cases in the Pennsylvania and Federal courts.  His great energy and ability led to his appointment as Secretary of the Commonwealth by Thomas Mifflin in 1791; and he served in that capacity until Mifflin left office in 1799.  Dallas had taken an active part in Republican party affairs; but his greatest abilities lay in the preparation of addresses and the organization of political machinery behind the scenes rather than in popular leadership.  Politically ambitious, he was handicapped by his own aristocratic tastes and by his desire for social prominence in a society dominated by Federalists.  After Jefferson’s inauguration he resigned his position with the State government to become United States Attorney for the District of Pennsylvania.
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