
CHAT: Alondra Nelson, "The Social Life of DNA"
Tufts University, February 23rd, 2017

by Chris Strauber a minute ago

Sawyer Seminar
@sawyer_chat

7 DAYS AGO

Wonderful seminar w Alondra Nelson @alondra today, discussing health & medicine in longue
duree of Black freedom struggle #chatsocialDNA
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CHRIS STRAUBER @CSTRAUBER · 6 DAYS AGO

Setting up for The Social Life of DNA with @alondra and Provost Harris. Tonight's Mellon Sawyer

Global Humanities event. #chatsocialDNA pic.twitter.com/9Oal4gvHNS



https://storify.com/cstrauber/chat-alondra-nelson-the-social-life-of-dna?utm_source=embed_header
https://storify.com/cstrauber
https://storify.com/cstrauber/chat-alondra-nelson-the-social-life-of-dna
https://twitter.com/sawyer_chat
https://twitter.com/sawyer_chat
https://twitter.com/sawyer_chat
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/sawyer_chat/status/834581984831750144
https://twitter.com/alondra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23chatsocialDNA
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber
https://twitter.com/cstrauber/status/834877837752557568
https://twitter.com/alondra
https://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23chatsocialDNA
https://t.co/9Oal4gvHNS


Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

6 DAYS AGO

Nelson's most recent book, The Social LIfe of DNA, is our theme.
library.tufts.edu/record=b289718… #chatsocialdna
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber
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Tufts has the rest of her books as well library.tufts.edu/search~S1?/aNe… #chatsocialdna
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And an assortment of published articles. tufts.summon.serialssolutions.com/advanced#!/sea…))
#chatsocialdna
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

6 DAYS AGO

Note for non-Tufts folk: I'm linking to Tufts' versions of things, but ask me and/or your local
librarian for other routes. #chatsocialdna
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Chris Strauber
@cstrauber

6 DAYS AGO

Provost Harris, a sociologist, introduces Nelson. She will be president of the Social Sciences
Research Council @SSRC_org #chatsocialdna
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Chris Strauber
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Her interest in genetic testing was part of her work on the Black Panthers and medicine.
library.tufts.edu/record=b243228… #chatsocialdna
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Genealogy researchers were her initial group of subjects. Highly educated women, who keep the
information about the family #chatsocialdna
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Notes African American Lives, a genealogy program hosted by Skip Gates.
library.tufts.edu/record=b176866��� #chatsocialdna
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Venture Smith's slave narrative, which unusually goes back to Africa. Tufts has several versions:
library.tufts.edu/record=b118493… #chatsocialDNA
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Follows Appadurai's Social Life of Things in approach/perspective.
library.tufts.edu/record=b145314… #chatsocialdna
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New York Times article on Mary-Claire King's genetics work, and help to Argentinean
grandmothers. nytimes.com/2015/02/10/sci… #chatsocialdna
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Discussion of examples of genetics in other research, on Jefferson as father of slave's child
library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezprox… #chatsocialdna
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The African Burial Ground in Manhattan is now a national park site. nps.gov/afbg/index.htm
#chatsocialdna
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Discussion of Michael Blakey's anthropological research on the African Burial Ground.
library.tufts.edu/record=b213559… #chatsocialdna
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Mentions Leon Sullivan and his work with the Black Diaspora, Build Brother Build.
tufts.on.worldcat.org/oclc/848207281… #chatsocialdna



Chris Strauber
@cstrauber
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Nelson cites @tanehisicoates essay on reparations as an alternative to previous legal approaches.
theatlantic.com/magazine/archi… #chatsocialdna
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Preservation of genetic data from companies like 23andme is an interesting problem of private
ownership #chatsocialdna
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Let me rope in a colleague. Do you know of any projects to preserve genetic info from companies
like 23and me? @KristinBogdan #chatsocialdna
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Question on accuracy of tests leads toward consumer choice. Take markers and upload to services
like gedmatch.com #chatsocialdna
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