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The Experimental College

The Experimental College has come a long way since its inception in 1964. Its stated pur-
pose at that time was to test and evaluate new ideas in curriculum, teaching methods and
course administration within the traditional framework of the University. Successful ex-
periments would, hopefully, find their way into the regular curriculum. During its first
year three courses, taught by Tufts faculty members, were offered to an enrollment of 19
students. The Experimental College has increased in size over the years so that approxi-
mately 120 courses a year are offered to nearly 1600 students. And the non-credit Colloquia
program enrolls an additional 400 people.

However, physical growth has been only one aspect of the changes which have taken place over
the years. Many Experimental College programs are now part of Tufts University. Courses

in comparative literature, photography, education, political science, independent study and
scientific research have been adopted by the University as part of the regular curriculum.
Freshman seminars are being offered in some departments. Student-led courses have been a
successful and continuing program and have been adopted by several departments. The Com-
bined Degree program is a permanent part of the Graduate School. The Dance Program, which
grew and flourished in the Experimental College, has now been adopted by a regular depart-
ment. Current projects include community-oriented programs in the fields of urban studies,
education and social relations. Our own students are successfully teaching in high school
Open Campus programs. A year ago, we instituted Freshman Explorations, a program for enter-
ing freshmen described elsewhere in the Bulletin. We are trying to develop a larger variety
of credit options for students by offering courses on an intensive basis and a 1/2 course
basis in addition to the regular one course offerings. And we are continuing with the suc-
cessful program of Colloquia, non-credit courses, which were started two years ago.

Along with the growth in programs, student participation in Experimental College activities
has increased. The Experimental College Board, the governing body of the College, was ex-
panded in 1966 to include four voting student members in addition to the original five fac-

















































































































































