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New Yotk judge rejecfr 
tabor-unlon tobacco s/rb 

YORK - A N w  Yo* 
&ate court jusuce has &smtgsed 
10 labor-uoion healtham ieLn- 
bursement against* 
companies, s a w  the 
plans had no leg& standirii.. to ' ' 

bring duect claim against & ~ / e  in- I 
dustry. ~ b c m  analysts called the 
decision another "date point" 
mqkii the industry's pm@ess 
toward its goal or getting euch 
hwsuits thrown out, even &fore 
they go t o ,  trial. Tlie 10 cases, 
which were filed by 14 New kbrk 
~sboi~union health funds, swt 
to recover the hhealthc~re costs as- 
soci&d with alleged saoking-re- 
lated illnesses of the funds' mem- 
bers. They date W 1997. when 
health pltrns including brWm 
States Health dr Welfare E%rd fd- 
ed the original complaints. I 


