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Sexton delivers inaugural Africana City officials consider
Studies lecture
building hotel in
Davis Square
by

Audrey Michael

Daily Editorial Board

Jared Sexton, associate professor and director of African
American Studies at the
University of California, Irvine,
last night gave the inaugural
lecture for the new Africana
studies major and minor
housed under the Africana
Studies program.
In the lecture, titled “People
of Color Blindness: Racial
Politics After Coalition,” Sexton
discussed the implications of
slavery and “anti-blackness”
in the context of oppression
and structural violence.
Associate
Professor
of
English and Director of
American Studies Christina
Sharpe opened the lecture,
followed by a few words from
Dean of Academic Affairs
Nancy Bauer.
“This is the first public academic event the program has
sponsored,” Bauer said.
In her introduction, Sharpe
outlined the reasons for selecting Sexton to give the inaugural lecture.
“I can think of no better
person to set out the importance of the work to be done in
Africana studies and what is at
stake,” she said.
“Sexton looks at the ways
that multiracialism works to
buttress, reconfigure and rein-

by Josh

Virginia Bledsoe / The Tufts Daily

Dr. Jared Sexton last night spoke about racial politics in honor of the
new Africana Studies Program.
vigorate regimes of anti-blackness and normative sexualities,” Sharpe added.
The Africana Studies program earlier in the afternoon
hosted a celebratory reception
in the Coolidge Room in Ballou
Hall, which Sexton attended.
“This is a moment to mark,
both in terms of celebration
and in terms of what is to be
done now, as we commit to the
vital and necessary intellectual and political work that is
the center of Africana studies,”
Sharpe said.
Sharpe then thanked undergraduates who worked to make
the Africana studies major and
minor a reality.

Fletcher professor named
chevalier by French government
by

Naomi Ali

Contributing Writer

The university on Nov. 5 will
honor Leila Fawaz, the Issam M.
Fares professor of Lebanese and
Eastern Mediterranean Studies
and director of the Fares Center
for Eastern Mediterranean
Studies, during a ceremony
celebrating the French government naming her a chevalier
in the French National Order of
the Legion of Honor.
The French consul general
in Boston acknowledged Fawaz
as a chevalier, one of France’s
most prestigious honors, at
a ceremony this summer in
Cambridge.
The tribute, the equivalent
of a knighthood, is bestowed
by decree of the president of
France and is the first class of
five possible decorations from
the French National Order of
the Legion of Honor.
The award recognizes her
work promoting French academic research and thought at
American universities.
“A lot of hard work goes into
our academic careers, and it
is gratifying to see its impact
beyond our immediate surroundings,” Fawaz told the
Daily in an email.

Weiner

Daily Editorial Board

Fawaz’s interest in FrenchAmerican relations stems
from her work in education,
she said. Fawaz attended the
American University of Beirut
for her bachelor’s and first
graduate degrees.
“I received my baccalaureate degrees and my first
graduate degree from French
institutions and used that to
continue to read about what
scholars abroad have been
doing research on,” Fawaz said.
“We, the faculty, rarely confine
ourselves to keeping up with
research done only in English.”
Fawaz is a member of the
Council on Foreign Relations
and of the Comite Scientifique
of the Maison Mediterranenne
des Sciences de l’Homme at the
Universite d’Aix-Marseille. She
acts as a visiting professor at
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en
Sciences Politiques et Sociales,
Paris as well as at the Universite
de Provence.
She served as dean of the
College of Liberal Arts and of
Jackson College from 1996 to
2001.
“[The award] is a recognition of a lifetime achievement
in striving for connections
see FAWAZ, page 2

“They insisted that these
curricular additions were necessary and central to the university’s educational mission,”
she said.
Sexton echoed Sharpe’s
sentiments.
“In a real way, [the students]
are responsible for this program,” he said.
Sexton began his lecture by
describing and critiquing the
work of various political theorists and scholars who have
written on the politics of race,
slavery and violence, including Giorgio Agamben, Frantz
Fanon, Saidiya V. Hartman and
see SEXTON, page 2

The Somerville Board of
Aldermen last week motioned
to build a new hotel in Davis
Square, claiming that the project would be a strong addition
to the community and foster
patronage of local businesses
and restaurants.
The hotel would be located
in the parking lot behind the
Davis Square Post Office on the
intersection of Day Street and
Herbert Street. The size of the
new building has not been determined, but it will likely contain
between 100 and 115 rooms.
“For several years, there’s
been good evidence to suggest that Somerville could
support an additional hotel,
and our prime location is the
Davis Square area,” Somerville
Director of Communications
Tom Champion said. “This
would support organizations
associated with Tufts, as well
as the demands of the growing
Somerville population.”
Hotel industry experts have
indicated an increasing demand
for additional hotel rooms in the
Somerville area, which currently
houses two hotels and one bed and
breakfast inn. While the city could
not pursue hotel construction

when the studies were released due
to financial constraints, improvements in the Somerville economy
in recent years have made the plan
more realistic.
The city last April published
a long-term development plan
called SomerVision, which
addresses the importance
of hotels in the community,
according to Champion.
“[Hotels] are important economic engines,” the plan says.
“In addition to bringing visitors
to shop and dine in Somerville’s
local business districts, hotels
generate substantial tax revenues for the city.”
Concerns include how the
hotel will provide parking for its
guests in an area that already
lacks sufficient parking, as well
as the possibility that construction would disrupt the weekly
Davis Square Farmers Market,
which currently takes place in
the parking lot where the new
hotel would be built.
Ward Six Alderman Rebekah
Gewirtz is confident that a compromise will be made between
all the parties affected by the
new hotel.
“We’ll make sure the Farmers
Market will still be able to function,” she said. “This will be
see HOTEL, page 2

“Mount Trashmore” raises sustainability awareness

Kyra Sturgill / The Tufts Daily

The Office of Sustainability littered the Res Quad in trash in observance of Campus Sustainability Day yesterday. The mounds of garbage, all of which had been collected from five uphill residence halls, brought
attention to the amount of waste the Tufts community produces over the course of a week.

Conference to explore Africa’s economic potential
by

Daphne Kolios

Daily Editorial Board

The Institute for Business in the
Global Context at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy
will be hosting a conference
that begins today, titled “Africa’s
Turn? The Promise and Reality
of the Global Economy’s ‘Final
Frontier.’”

Inside this issue

The conference, which is
designed as an interdisciplinary approach towards understanding Africa’s potential for
economic growth and development, will run through
tomorrow with a series of
panel discussions featuring
faculty and keynote speakers.
Although the conference
was originally scheduled for

this past spring, it was moved
to this semester to accommodate speakers’ schedules, according to Bhaskar
Chakravorti, senior associate
dean of international business and finance and executive director of Fletcher’s
Institute for Business in
see AFRICA, page 2

Today’s sections

Playwright Christopher
Shinn discusses his
politically
relevant
play, “Now or Later.”

Jumbo families crowded the Hill for an
action-packed Parents
and Family Weekend.

see WEEKENDER, page 5

see CAPTURED, page 8

News
Features
Weekender
Captured
Editorial | Op-Ed

1
3
5
8
10

Op-Ed
Comics
Classifieds
Sports

11
12
14
Back

The Tufts Daily

2

News

Thursday, October 25, 2012

Speakers to discuss future of African economic growth, politics
AFRICA

continued from page 1

the Global Context and the
Center for Emerging Markets
Enterprises (CEME).
Africa’s economic capabilities have become of greater
interest in recent years, according to Chakravorti. In the last
decade, five out of the 10 fastest-growing countries were in
sub-Saharan Africa, and the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) predicts that over the
next five years, seven out of
the 10 fastest growing countries will be in Africa as well,
he said.
Chakravorti explained that
investors, innovators and
entrepreneurs are looking for
new business opportunities in
light of the current global economic state.
“Pretty much every major
well-respected analyst anywhere is turning to Africa,
which is somewhat ironic
because it’s the part of the
world that has largely been
ignored, misunderstood or
just basically exploited for
opportunistic reasons,” he
said. “So, we’re casting a revival or interest in Africa, not just
as a place to capture resources
from, but a place that could
pose an opportunity for the
global economy or the African
economy.”
The conference focuses on
the economic climate in Africa,

which is naturally linked to
other aspects of society,
Academic Dean at the Fletcher
School Peter Uvin explained.
“It’s primarily focused on the
economic changes ... but you
can’t really talk about economic changes in Africa without
talking about political changes
that are going on,” Uvin said.
“And you can’t talk about it
either without seeing how it
may or may not always relate
to improvements in public
health, education and so on.”
The conference has been
set up in a way that fosters
discussion,
according
to
Chakravorti.
“The moderators and the
chairs will encourage a dialogue among the panelists
and encourage the audience
to participate vigorously,” he
said. “The way that the conversation is structured, we’re
looking at the issues almost
from multiple distances.”
The goal is to exchange
and explore ideas rather than
promote a single approach,
Director of the Feinstein
International Center and
Rosenberg
Professor
of
Nutrition and Human Security
at the Friedman School of
Nutrition Science and Policy
Peter Walker told the Daily in
an email.
Chakravorti explained that
speakers come from a wide
range of backgrounds and

include policy makers in government, companies and multilateral institutions.
“We have assembled what I
believe to be the finest gathering of scholars, decision makers, innovators and investors
on the continent of Africa and
associated with the continent
of Africa together on campus,”
he said.
One panel will examine
African countries that have
undergone rapid economic
growth and business investment and will try to understand what led these countries to adapt these policies,
according to Uvin.
Panelists include Stephen
Radelet,
chief
economist of the U.S. Agency for
International Development;
Anne-Marie Gulde-Wolf, deputy director of the African
Department of the IMF; and
Joseph Kitamirike, chief executive officer of the Ugandan
Securities Exchange.
The conference will provide attendees with an understanding of both the economic opportunities available in
Africa as well as the challenges
that arise from such prospects,
according to Chakravorti.
“There’s also a lot of misconceptions about what’s
going on, so it’s really quite an
unusual opportunity to try to
get an encapsulated view for
the issues,” Chakravorti said.

Sexton talks slavery, structural violence
SEXTON

continued from page 1

Achille Mbembe.
Sexton also discussed the
connection between structural violence and the “state of
exception” by which sovereign
powers legitimize only some
types of violence.
“How can we be ethically
opposed to some forms of violence while being in favor of
others?” Sexton asked.
Sexton explained how slavery
transformed from a global phenomenon to something directly tied to people of African
descent. He described racial
blackness as a necessary condition for enslavement.
“Not all free persons are
white [...] but slaves are paradigmatically black,” he said.
He
compared
enslaved
Africans to the homo sacer, a
Roman legal figure.
“A homo sacer is someone
for whom it is against the law

to recognize her self-possession,” Sexton said, describing
the dehumanization slavery
imposed on black Africans.
“Slavery positions everyone,
and it’s the topic we talk about
when we’re not talking about
it,” Sexton said.
Sexton acknowledged that
the vocabulary to discuss
deeply-ingrained forms of violence is lacking.
“We don’t have a way to talk
about violence beyond structural violence,” Sexton said.
“There is a violence beyond
extermination, a violence
beyond annihilation.”
Sexton
urged
minority groups not to play the
“Oppression Olympics,” the
term given to some peoples’
assertion that their particular minority group is more
oppressed than another.
“Don’t suggest there are hierarchies among the oppressed,”
Sexton said. “[It] amounts to

little more than a leftist version
of playing the race card.”
Sexton added that this accusation makes a competition of
the comparison of different statuses, “turning ethical critique
into unethical attack.”
With the lecture’s title,
“People of Color Blindness,”
Sexton referred to the practice
of refusing to acknowledge or
simply misunderstanding the
specificity of black structural
violence.
“It presumes, or insists, upon
the monolithic characteristics
of victimization under white
supremacy,” he said. “The
upshot of this predicament is
that obscuring the structural position of the category of
blackness will inevitably undermine racial coalition-building
as a politics of radical opposition. And to that extent it will
force the question of black liberation, or black freedom, back
to the center of the discussion.”

Police Briefs

What’s that smell?
Tufts University Police Department
(TUPD) on Oct. 19 at 10:18 p.m.
received a call about a strong
smell of marijuana in Lewis Hall.
Police went to the fourth floor
and knocked on the door from
which the smell was coming. A
student opened the door, releasing a strong odor of marijuana
into the hall. Officers asked if they
could talk to the student, who said
yes. Officers entered the room and
saw another student inside. The
student went to the dresser and
took out a sandwich bag containing marijuana and a glass pipe.
TUPD confiscated the bag and
reported the students to the Office
of the Dean of Student Affairs.

Turn out your pockets
Officers on Oct. 20 at 1:05 a.m.
arrived at Davies House on the

report of a larceny. Residents gave
TUPD a description of three males
they had seen in the building at the
time of the larceny. At that point,
one resident realized some additional items were missing, including an iPhone and a wallet. The
three males had just left for a party
on College Avenue when TUPD
arrived. Police went to the party and
found the three suspects. They did
not have any of the stolen items
on them, though they admitted to
being in Davies House.

When in Rome
TUPD officers on Oct. 21 at 2:10
a.m. observed a male urinating on
a wall outside 123 Packard Ave.
Officers approached the male and
identified him as a student at Trinity
College. Officers then observed
another white male stumbling
around in boxers, who was also
identified as a Trinity student. He

had been attending a toga party
but had lost his toga. He was transported to the Somerville Hospital for
intoxication. Officers called a cab
for the other student, who lived
nearby. Officers later called in to
check on the student at his house,
and his father apologized for his
son’s behavior at Tufts.

Problems from the
panhandle
Officers on Oct. 22 at 3:55 p.m.
received a call from the Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transgender Center regarding harassing phone calls the center was receiving. TUPD traced the
phone number to Norman, Okla.
Local Oklahoma police then traced
the call to a lawyer in Norman, who
admitted to making the calls. The
incident is still under investigation.
—compiled by Audrey Michael

Courtesy George Ellmore

Leila Fawaz, professor at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, was
named a chevalier in the French National Order of the Legion of Honor over
the summer. She will be honored on the Hill during a ceremony on Nov. 5.

Fawaz continues research in
Middle East
FAWAZ

continued from page 1

between societies and cultures and explaining foreign
cultures with an open mind
and empathy,” Fawaz said.
Andrew Hess, professor
of diplomacy and director of the Southwest Asia
and Islamic Program at the
Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, described Fawaz
as a multi-faceted presence
at Tufts.
“[Fawaz]
was
chosen
because she has constantly
extended the connections
between the Fletcher School
and Tufts ... to other states and
societies,” Hess said.
Fawaz has been committed
to extending interdisciplinary
thought at Tufts throughout
her career, he added.

“[She] is an outstanding
teacher and scholar,” Hess
said. “She is an extraordinary
manager of human affairs
and a warm person in all
engagements.”
Fawaz believes that her
time as a professor in France
proved to her that teaching and interpreting history
requires an interdisciplinary
approach.
“[The award] also [bodes]
well for interdisciplinary work
over several continents, as
what we do here in the U.S.
has an impact and is appreciated in Europe and other continents as well,” Fawaz said. “It
is impossible to be involved in
education in the 21st century
and not be interested in other
continents than the one any
of us happens to live in.”

Somerville board explores
hotel logistics
HOTEL

continued from page 1

an open community process.
Proposals will come before an
advisor group, who will discuss
them openly. Everyone’s voice
will be heard in this process.”
Gewirtz emphasized that
planning is still in its preliminary stages.
“The committee still hasn’t
met, and no vote has been
cast yet,” she said. “We’re still
exploring new ideas.”
Steven Azar, senior planner
of economic development in
Somerville, similarly stressed
that the project is a work in
progress and will ultimately
take shape with input from the
entire community.
“We haven’t yet released our
press for proposals,” he said.
“Once we get those back and
we have an idea of what can
work in the square, we can see
where to go from there.”
Alderman-at-Large John

Connolly expressed enthusiasm about the plan, adding
that the Board will account
for the interests of the Tufts
community while designing
the project.
“Tufts has so many visiting faculty, family members
and so on that having a hotel
right there in Davis Square
would make life a lot easier
for people,” he said.
Director of Community
Relations Barbara Rubel said
she would like to see a hotel
built in a location close to the
Medford/Somerville campus.
“A new hotel in Davis Square
would be a terrific amenity for
the university,” she said. “It
would be great to have a place
both for occasional visitors and
for those weekends where we
get hundreds and hundreds of
visitors, and we’d take advantage of it as much as possible.
We’re delighted that the city is
pursuing this project.”
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The park
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Courtesy Jim Alm

The women’s club Ultimate Frisbee team, among other club sports, faces difficulties under limited funding and resources.

Club sports encounter obstacles due to
gap between interest and resources
by

Martha Shanahan

Daily Editorial Board

The Tufts women’s club soccer team has
the players and the attitude, but lack access
to a field at Tufts on which they can play.
“We haven’t had any home games at
Tufts, and it’s a shame because I think people would like to come out and play and
support us,” women’s club soccer captain
Katie Chace, a senior, said.
Women’s soccer is a Tier II recreational
club sport, a distinction that grants them
the use of the Tufts name but no guarantee to resources because a varsity soccer
team already exists at Tufts. Club baseball,
tennis and ice hockey teams also fall into
this category.
“For us it’s frustrating because we have 40
to 50 girls who want to play club soccer, and
that Tier II distinction doesn’t say anything
for the interest in our sport,” Chace said.
Tufts’ Tier I club sports may apply for
funding from the Tufts Community Union
(TCU) Senate and access the Department
of Athletics resources including trainers
and fields. However, even the captains of
these teams, including Ultimate Frisbee
and cycling, said the support that the
Department of Athletics is able to give and
the money they receive from the Senate’s
budget for club sports doesn’t match the
interest and level of competitiveness of
their players.
“It’s frustrating,” women’s club Ultimate
Frisbee captain Hailey Alm, a senior, said.
“[We’ve been] pretty competitive in the
past couple years, and we’re going to be
really competitive this year. We came out
third in the nation out of all the college
teams last year.”
A widening gap between the popularity of
club sports and the respective resources of
the Department of Athletics and TCU Senate
is pushing the limits of what each team
can have access to, according to Assistant
Director of Athletics Branwen Smith-King,
who manages funding and logistics for Tier
II club sports.
“We’ve added seven Tier II sports, and
we took on three club sports in the past
two years ... we embraced it. We just don’t
have space. We’re underfunded in a lot of
programs, and we had to make that known
to the groups up front,” Smith-King said.
“We’ve added ten more programs without
additional resources and staffing ... and that’s
in addition to everything else we’re doing in
this department.”

Difficulty finding field time for extra practices, for instance, or unclear paperwork
processes with tight deadlines and extra
hoops to jump through if the team wants
to travel to compete stand in the way of
the players’ ability to meet their potential,
according to Alm.
According to Alm, the Ultimate Frisbee
team cannot travel to competitions due to
insurance worries and transportation limitations. They also face difficulties scheduling
additional practices due to issues securing
field space, she said.
Co-captain of the club cycling team Alex
Grant, a senior, said organizing races for the
team and petitioning to travel outside of
New England, among other logistical struggles, have occasionally caused headaches
for the team.
“It’s a frustrating process,” Grant said.
“There [have] been times when we [waited] a
month or more for simple reimbursements.”
He agreed that the resources at Tufts
devoted to club sports are stretched thin.
“When you go in person, [the Department
of] Athletics is very helpful. Branwen and
[Carol Rappolli, club sports director and
head varsity lacrosse coach] are trying to do
everything they can without the resources,
it’s just clear they don’t have the time ...
because they have other jobs,” he said. “I see
the difficult place they’re in.”
According to Smith-King, it comes down
to Tufts being a Division III school without
the same resources as Division I or II schools
to devote to athletics.
“You look at Division I programs, and
if you look at their website they have a
club sport office. They have a staff, they
have a director, they have an administrative
assistant. They have buildings ... and fields
for club sports,” she said. “It’s just different,
because they have the resources. We could
grow our club sports program forever, just
look at our location and the interest of our
students. That’s a huge challenge for us, we
wish we could do more.”
For Tier II club sports, frustration — over
the need to charge fees to players who
join the team and the lack of access to the
resources to meet the enthusiasm -— is even
more pronounced, particularly as a result of
a lack of communication.
“We don’t ever feel like we’re being worked
with,” Chace said.
The Department of Athletics has responded to increased demand for club sports
by implementing the tiered system, SmithKing said.

“I think it’s amazing how the popularity of club sports has risen. Three years ago,
groups were interested in becoming more
than just an intramural team, they wanted
to play ... off campus against other schools,”
she said.
According to Smith-King, at the same
time, junior varsity (JV) programs have
largely been dropped because not many
universities and colleges were carrying JV
teams. For instance, Tufts eliminated its
junior varsity teams in soccer and tennis
because of a lack of funding and because the
teams simply could not find junior varsity
matches at other schools.
Smith-King said she is optimistic about
an increase in incoming funding — the TCU
Senate’s Allocation Board has expanded club
sports funding by $25,000 — as well as her
working relationship with team captains
and new opportunities for Tier II teams to
practice on campus facilities.
According to Smith-King, the implementation of the tiered system has expanded the
support the Department of Athletics can
provide to club players. Tier II teams starting
last year could apply for funding from a buffer fund at the end of the academic year to
pay for travel to competitions, for example.
However, she said, there are still certain
structural limits on what the Department of
Athletics can do.
First among those is the need to process
the logistical side of allowing more club
sports to represent the university.
“We continue to struggle with that. I give
those [club sports] groups a lot of credit —
they fundraise [because] they have to pay
dues, they have to pay officials,” she said.
“It’s more than just going out to throw a ball
on the field. We have to have [protocol] for
liability and welfare.”
Proud of how her department and the
students involved with club sports have handled the growing interest under these limitations, Smith-King looks forward to continuing to improve. The Department of Athletics
will convene a series of meetings between
the department, club sports captains and
the TCU Treasury to discuss funding reform
for club sports this semester, according to
Smith-King.
“We’re discussing how we move forward. I
think Tufts is committed to providing opportunities to our students to ... continue playing sports,” she said. “We don’t necessarily have the resources, but we try to provide
options. We’ve come a long way in a short
period of time.”

ith all of the work that comes
up around this time of year
for students, it’s easy to get
caught in a daze. You stop
noticing the posters and chalk everywhere on campus or even the places you
haven’t been to in Davis Square.
After all, I know the feeling well. I
have my blinders up almost 24/7 unless
it’s a person or place that I want to see,
and chances are, my mind is lost in my
reading for History of Consumption or
in my practice problems for the upcoming GREs.
To briefly reiterate my frustration: it
kind of sucks to be senior.
One day, I found myself pacing listlessly at the mouth of the Davis Square T
station — where should I go, what should
I do? Well, I decided to hell with it all, I’ll
take a walk in that park behind the T station. And what an eye opening walk that
was — both literally and figuratively.
Most Jumbos only know of this park
from brief glimpses as we step into the
T station. But that’s just the problem.
We’re in such a rush to get wherever it is
we’re going once we step off the Joey that
we lose sight of these things. For college
students, life is less like a box of chocolates and more like a term paper — we
want to know what we’re in for from the
very start.
It turns out that the green space has
a name other than “that park behind
the Davis Square T station.” In fact, it’s
called the Alewife Linear Park — or the
Cambridge Linear Park when you leave
the loving arms of Somerville. Its history
speaks to two of Boston’s best attributes:
the public transit system and the love of
urban green spaces.
If the park has always seemed out of
place to you, I assure you that you’re
not crazy. It looks that way because,
well, it kind of is that way. The park
was created after the MBTA finished
the reworking of the Red Line connection between Davis and Alewife, which
ultimately moved the T underground.
Therefore, whenever you are walking
alone the not-so-winding paths within
the narrow park, you are actually walking directly above the T.
In total, Alewife Linear Park stretches
for two miles of relatively uninterrupted
walking trails. Here and there, you’ll find
a street — so keep on the lookout. But
once you get past those streets, you’ll
discover it can only be described as
urban serenity.
You’re far enough from any major
thoroughfare to hear the screeching of
brakes and sounds of the city. But the
houses that line the park remind you
that you’re not so far from civilization.
It’s a feeling I only feel in a handful
of locations, namely New York City’s
Central Park. In places like these I can
feel like I’m away from it all, without
actually venturing that far.
For those looking for a less introspective and philosophical experience,
Alewife Linear Park will also serve you
well. This time of year the paths are filled
with gorgeous red and orange leaves.
Because it connects to the Minuteman
Bikeway, you’ll find plenty of people biking, rollerblading and jogging through
the park.
I should caution that the park is one
that should really be enjoyed in the light
of day. The fog that can creep down on it
at night is downright eerie. Nevertheless,
walking through this park offers a wonderful break. But honestly, I’ll go back
because it presents the perfect opportunity to refocus, so that other little treasures like this one don’t go missed.
Jacob Passy is a senior majoring in international relations. He can be reached at
Jacob.Passy@tufts.edu.
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Playwriting and politics
with Christopher Shinn

A look behind his drama ‘Now or Later’

Shinn worked to take an active role in rehearsals for “Now or Later.”

W

by

Dan O’Leary

Daily Editorial Board

hen creating a work that incorporates current events and politics, there is always a risk that it
will become dated in later years.
Themes can quickly become irrelevant as the
social and political climates change.
Even though its world premiere took place in
2008, the recent U.S. premiere of Christopher
Shinn’s play “Now or Later” appears to be even
more relevant in the wake of global events
in recent months. Shinn is a renowned playwright who has written 10 plays, seen his
work premiere at theaters like the Royal Court
Theatre and was shortlisted for a Pulitzer Prize
in 2008. He recently took the time to do a
phone interview with the Daily to discuss the
playwriting process, college culture and how
the American concept of freedom of speech
conflicts with other cultures.
Shinn was originally attracted to writing
for theater because of his love for both writing and acting.
“[Playwriting is] the closest you could get to
the best of both worlds,” said Shinn.
His passion for live performance and stage
acting stemmed from his experiences during
his childhood in the ’80s.
“We didn’t have video cameras and easy
access to recording things the way people
have today,” he said. “So I always thought of
acting as theater acting. Something like film or
TV felt very far away. And I think I just really fell
in love with it once I started doing it and saw
how exciting and powerful it was.”
The main premise of “Now or Later” centers on the gay, college-aged son of a favored
presidential candidate. When developing the
idea for the play, Shinn’s first inspiration came
from his views on the gay marriage debate
drawn out through the 2007 presidential primaries. As he watched politicians like Barack
Obama and Hilary Clinton explain why they
were opposed to gay marriage, Shinn got the
impression that their public political views
probably did not match their private ones.
This realization prompted him to consider
what it would feel like to be the gay son of a
presidential candidate who did not support
gay marriage.
“One of the major inspirations for the play
was trying to personalize that situation and,
instead of seeing it as a sort of abstract political
issue, see it as a very intimate familial issue,”
he said.

5

(

Since the play had been commissioned
by and was debuting at the Royal Court
Theatre in London, Shinn had to consider
how to make “Now or Later” applicable to
British audiences. It is therefore relevant that
his play’s plot also focuses on the repercussions stemming from the son’s decision to
go to a college party dressed as Muhammad.
Given the then-recent London Underground
bombings in 2005 and controversy over
Salman Rushdie’s knighthood in 2007, Shinn
believed this plot point would resonate with
British audiences.
“I thought that the conflict betweenWestern
ideas of freedom of speech and Islamic fundamentalism would be something that British
audiences would be very deeply engaged
with,” Shinn explained.
Four years after it first opened in England,
“Now or Later” has finally made it to the
United States, and the Huntington Theatre
Company in Boston is currently perform-

Courtesy of the Huntington Theatre Company

ing the American version of the play. Shinn
said that the Company approached director
Michael Wilson to direct a play for the current
2012-13 season, and Wilson was the one who
brought “Now or Later” to their attention.
After being signed off by Huntington Theatre
Company’s Artistic Director Peter DuBois,
work immediately began on the production,
with Shinn taking an active role in working
with the director and the cast.
“I love the give and take of the rehearsal
process. I love the energy and excitement that
surrounds collaboration,” Shinn said.
Shinn refused to explicitly explain where
the title “Now or Later” originated because he
ultimately wants his audiences to come up
with their own explanations. But he did shed
a little light: When he wrote the play in 2007,
there was no way of knowing what the news
headlines would be in 2008, after the play
premiered. Despite this uncertainty, Shinn
believed that the topics in his play would be

significant to viewers at some point in the
future — “later” — even if they did not seem to
be topical or immediate at the time — “now.”
Sure enough, events in Libya that
occurred a month before the American premiere made his themes timely once again.
The attacks on the U.S. diplomatic mission
in Benghazi and the Cairo protests over
“Innocence of Muslims,” an online video
that generated backlash over its offensive
portrayal of Muhammad, brought the issues
in Shinn’s play to the forefront of political
and cultural discussions.
“I think what we’re seeing with these latest attacks is that these cultural differences
are deep and profound, and appear in many
ways to be intractable,” said Shinn. “That’s not
me advocating for wars to resolve them, it’s just
me trying to be very honest and clear-sighted
about how deep these differences are.”
Shinn presents these themes in “Now or
Later” through the personal view of the son of
a presidential candidate at the end of election
night. That perspective and setting also allow
for commentary on the nature of our country’s election and political process. The play
takes place in real time during the lead-up to
the election call — a technique Shinn chose to
challenge himself as a playwright.
By choosing to make the lead character a
college student, Shinn had the practical benefit of using a party on a college campus as
the event that drives much of the conflict and
action in the play. He was also drawn to the
idea of focusing on a college student due to
the nature of college campuses.
“I think, in general, [that] college campuses
are fascinating microcosms of society,” Shinn
said. “In a way, they’re different from society in
that they’re focused much more on learning
and intellectual pursuits than daily life.”
Shinn was fascinated by the idea that
much of our politics are based on how things
are perceived and interpreted by a theoretical electorate. Consequently, he wanted to
explore the differences between public political positions and private views of candidates.
He also noted that new technologies have
changed the nature of public and private lives
significantly since 2008.
“I think that’s indicative of the way our
two party system works. You have to win,
and because you have to win, you have to be
incredibly strategic about what positions you
take and how you articulate those positions,”
he said. “So I think that was one thing I wanted
to try to explore in the play.”
Shinn’s goal for “Now or Later” is simple:
He wants his play to generate new thoughts
in its audience. He hopes that watching the
play will direct someone to a new thought
path that may help foster either intellectual or
emotional development.
“It’s not that I want anybody to have a
particular discussion [after the play] so much
as I just hope that something new happens,
something that didn’t exist inside of them
before, that exists in them after the play is
over,” he said.

Courtesy of Paul Marotta/Huntington Theatre Company

Christopher Shinn poses with “Now or Later” director Michael Wilson.
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What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy?
Check out these events!
“Our Private Lives”: The Department
of Drama and Dance presents “Our
Private Lives,” a Colombian black comedy. (Tonight, Friday and Saturday at
8 p.m. at Balch Arena Theater. Tickets
are $7 with a Tufts ID and $12 for the
general public; they can be purchased
at the theater box office.)

Tufts University Wind Ensemble
presents “Sonic Boom!”: The Tufts
University Wind Ensemble, under the
direction of John McCann, will perform
this weekend at the Granoff Music
Center. The concert, which is part of
the Medford on the Mystic Arts Festival,
will include pieces by Mussorgsky, Grieg
and Pink Floyd. (Saturday at 8 p.m. in
Distler Performance Hall. Admission is
free; no tickets are required.)

Beethoven’s Five Sonatas for Cello
and Piano: Music That Enacts its
Own Becoming: Acclaimed cellist Pieter Wispelwey and pianist Lois
Shapiro will visit the Granoff Music
Center this weekend to present a program of Beethoven’s five sonatas for
cello and piano that spans his entire
career. (Sunday at 3 p.m. in Distler
Performance Hall. Tickets are free with
a Tufts ID; limit two per person.)

Latino Poetry Café: In honor of Latino
Heritage month, the Association of Latin
American Students will be hosting a
night of poetry reading and live music.
There will be an open mic available
for walk-on performers. (Tonight from
7-9 p.m. at Hotung Café in the Mayer
Campus Center. Admission is free.)
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department

Gallery Review

Fashion royalty premieres at Mario Testino’s MFA Debut
by Justin

McCallum

Daily Editorial Board

In her introduction to the
“Mario Testino: In Your Face”
exhibition book, Vogue Editor-

British Royal Portraits: Mario
Testino, In Your Face
At Gallery 169, through
June 16th, 2013
Boston Museum of Fine
Arts
465 Huntington Ave,
Boston, MA 02155
617-267-9300
in-Chief Anna Wintour asks,
“Does anyone look more gorgeous or regal or sexy or subversive or sexy or luminous
than when captured by Mario?”
The answer is no.
The prolific fashion and
celebrity photographer Mario
Testino makes his U.S. museum debut at the Museum of
Fine Arts Boston (MFA) with
both finesse and style in his
two exhibits, “In Your Face”
and “British Royal Portraits.”
“Mario Testino: In Your Face”
is a compilation of 122 images
captured by the Peruvian photographer that includes both
editorial magazine shoots and
personal snapshots taken from
1993 through 2012. The meticulously curated exhibit provides
a window into the Vogue photographer’s jet-setting lifestyle.
The viewer is greeted at the
gallery entrance by a 16-screen
grid of video monitors flashing footage that spans press
conferences, award galas and
behind-the-scenes interactions and interviews with
celebrity subjects.
Entering the Gund Gallery,
spectators meet enormous
portraits drenched in rich
color. In one, a larger-than-life
image of actor Josh Hartnett
confronts the camera with
bold mascara and smeared lipstick across his face.
The dichotomy and contradiction present in this image
are themes that run throughout “In Your Face.” The show
juxtaposes iconic images from
Testino’s career with his personal snapshots.
Fun is at the center of much
of his work, like his shot of
Gwyneth Paltrow fooling
around with a skateboard
in a French chateau or one
of Ashton Kutcher flaunting
a severed robotic hand. The
silliest piece by far captures
countless couples making out
while one man looks awkwardly at the camera.
At the other end of the spectrum of Testino’s photography
are his intimate portraits. “In
Your Face” makes viewers feel
almost personally acquainted
with public figures like the
Courtney Love, Emma Watson
and Madonna.
Though this exhibit clearly
caters to the fashion-minded,
its variety makes it univer-

Courtesy Mario Testino / Museum of Fine Arts

Supermodel and fashion icon Kate Moss is the most heavily featured celebrity in Testino’s “In Your Face.”
sally accessible. Testino’s work
showcases everyone from rock
stars to media moguls, and it
embraces a number of styles,
including stark studio spaces,
lush landscapes, modernist compositions and classical nudes.
And at the fore, there’s sex.
“In Your Face” doesn’t withhold sexually explicit content from its viewers. Case in
point: the Gucci 2003 Spring
Summer campaign, in which
a capital “G” is shaved into a
female model’s exposed nether regions.
The sultry gazes of supermodels Kate Moss and Gisele
Bundchen, two of Testino’s
main muses, might add the
most steam to the exhibit. With
eight images featured, Moss is
clearly the star of the show.
Two of those images in particular, one of which features
Moss in a Union Jack-adorned
blazer and another that places her alongside the British
guards, are emblematic of
how Testino has inserted himself into British iconography.
Besides working for classic
English brands like Burberry,
Testino has been the British
royal family’s go-to photographer for over a decade. His work
with them is on view at the MFA
in a second, smaller exhibit,
“British Royal Portraits.”
There is a sharp difference
between Testino’s photographs
of British royaly and the casual, intimate portraits displayed

elsewhere in this gallery. Still,
the Christmas card reproductions and outtakes of William
and Harry laughing with
their father capture personal
moments in the royals’ lives.
Here, the exhibit’s central
dichotomy
emerges.
Photographs depicting the
family on public display hang
next to shots that explore private moments, like a stolen
hug between Kate Middleton
and Prince William during their
engagement shoot and a snap
of Harry gleefully grinning next
to his motor bike.

a tour de force. The two shows
exhibit a brief look into the luxurious and chaotic life of one
of the most in-demand men in
the world. In the end, that is
the collective goal of the two
exhibits.
“I meant for it to say, ‘This is
who I am!’ very loud,” Testino
said in a press conference. His
exhibition has done just that.

The Herb Ritts Gallery, where
“British Royal Portraits” is on
display, offers a calmer viewing experience than the “In
Your Face” exhibit. The show
is in a much smaller space and
encourages viewers to pause
between each photograph.
The comparative impactfulness of “In Your Face” is
overwhelming — the exhibit
demands constant attention.
Walking through the gallery,
there is barely time to breathe
or step back. It’s a blitz of color
and light.
Testino’s American debut is

For further coverage, pictures and video footage from
Testino’s press conference,
check out The Tufts Daily’s
blog, Jumbo Slice.

Top Ten | Things you should not give children on Halloween
Around this time of year, you’re
bound to come across a paranoid parent or an uppity dentist railing against the evils of
Halloween candy. Look, we at
the Daily Arts department are
fairly certain there are far worse
things to give the young’ns on
All Hallows Eve. Let the kids eat
some damn candy — just keep
them away from these:

appointing, especially if they
originate in Mitt Romney’s
imagination.

10) A Slavoj Žižek audiotape:
Let them learn about the birds
and bees before they learn
about the fundamental disconnect between comprehension
and perception!

6) An SAT prep book: Let them
stay blissfully ignorant for at
least a few more months.

9) Binders full of women:
Binders of anything will be dis-

8) Roald Dahl’s adult fiction:
Shel Silverstein’s adult fiction
should remain off-limits, too.
7) Metamucil: Though they
could probably use some after
all that candy.

5) Caffeine: If two sticks of Juicy
Fruit can produce days of spasmodic hissy fits, think of what a
good cup o’ joe could do.

4) Toilet paper: It might make
a good mummy costume, but it
also might end up in trees. And
nobody likes de-TP-ing trees
once it starts snowing.
3) Laser pointers: Blindness.
2) A Shake Weight: Nobody
wants to see monster-bation.
1) A Fleshlight: See above.
Additionally: not a suitable
thing to give anyone, ever, barring a request.

—compiled by the Daily Arts
Department
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Concert Review

Lugansky, Dutoit bring down Symphony Hall
by

Panharith Chhum
Contributing Writer

Considering Nikolai Lugansky’s reputation as one of the finest interpreters
of Sergei Rachmaninoff, when listeners
arrived at Boston’s Symphony Hall to
hear him on Oct. 18, they expected a
respectable performance of the popular third piano concerto. Instead, they
received a phenomenal interpretation
that rendered all previous recordings
of this piece inadequate. Under the
conservative baton of Charles Dutoit,
Lugansky’s performance resisted the
tendency to exaggerate Rachmaninoff,
while combining technical prowess with
an impassioned vigor.
The third piano concerto, or “Rach3”
as it is colloquially known, has been
romanticized as one of, if not the most,
difficult piece in the piano repertoire.
This notion has been popularized by
Vladimir Horowitz’s touring with the
piece and by movies like “Shine” (1996),
in which David Helfgott struggles to
tame the concerto.
Without a doubt, the most daunting
part of the concerto is the sequence of
rapid octaves in the cadenza of the first
movement. Rachmaninoff wrote two
versions of this cadenza: a shorter, more
scherzo-esque cadenza, which Lugansky
played, and a longer, heavier cadenza,
the ossia.
Although most pianists usually avoid
the ossia because of challenging technique it demands, some pianists argue
that there are stylistic reasons for selecting the shorter cadenza. The renowned
Russian pianist Emil Gilels, for example,
also opted to play the lighter cadenza.
While the ossia seems to be superimposed onto the composition, the lighter
cadenza is more coherent and its introduction does not interrupt the verve of
the piece. Regardless of his reasons, one
thing is certain: Lugansky clearly did not
choose to perform the shorter cadenza
because he was incapable of executing
the ossia.
In general, the “Rach3” is less of
a concerto and more of a discourse
between pianist and orchestra. This
structure allowed Rachmaninoff to write
even more difficult passages, as doing
so meant that the pianist no longer had
to operate under the same framework of

Courtesy Stu Rosner / Boston Symphony Orchestra

Conductor Charles Dutoit perfectly conducted the Boston Symphony Orchestra.
the orchestra.
In the first, relatively fast-paced movement, Lugansky introduced the modest
main theme. When the orchestra began
to play, Lugansky accompanied the
ensemble with a flurry of difficult arpeggios. The heaviness of the main theme
contrasted with a lyrical and expressive
secondary theme. The bassoons imitated this tender melody in counterpoint,
followed by horns, strings and, finally,
clarinet and oboe in unison. The theme
then climaxed with a gripping chordal
passage.
Although the second movement
stopped the obsessive forward motion
of the first movement, it was equally
melancholy. Here, the romantic and
introspective main theme was compulsively developed, giving Lugansky no
time to relax. Unlike the first movement,
the form of the second movement was
fairly unrestricted. At that point, the
pianist had extra leeway and artistic
license to be more dynamic. Lugansky
ultimately succeeded in this movement
by making his interpretation expressive,
but not overstated.
Lugansky kept true to the Russian tradition. In Rachmaninoff’s own recording
of the piece, the composer took less liberty with rubato and dynamic exaggera-

tion than modern pianists do nowadays.
Lugansky’s reserve worked well, complementing the conducting of Dutoit who
was keen on keeping a dynamic balance
and maintaining strict time.
The third movement offered respite
from the despair of the first two movements, bringing back the drive of the
first movement, but this time with a
sense of triumph. A galloping octave
section in the beginning melted into a
soaring melody. It escalated to an enormous and unrestrained orchestral tutti
before finally concluding. Its end cued
an immediate standing ovation from the
audience.
Lugansky played with enormous force.
In most performances of this piece, the
orchestra often plays too loudly for listeners to hear the pianist. However,
Lugansky seemed to have the opposite
problem. In certain sections, it would
have been helpful for him to diminish his volume, allowing the woodwinds
to be more easily heard, especially the
flute. Aside from this, the rendition of
Rachmaninoff’s third piano concerto
was impeccable. Dutoit’s conducting
was a perfect balance for a like-minded
Lugansky, whose reserve throughout the
piece made the climaxes, and the entire
performance, even more powerful.

The Artsy Jumbo

Sophomore Jesse Brotter mixes art, music
Jesse Brotter is an artist if you’ve ever
seen one. Guitar, bass, drums, painting,
sculpting — this music and psychology
double major does nearly everything.
“Music is my main focus,” he said.
“I’ve always tried to be in a couple bands
at a time.”
Currently, Brotter is part of two schoolrelated jazz ensembles as well as two of
his own rock bands: the psychedelic Quiet
Bill and the Sunflood with his suitemates
and the more classic rock-oriented Dig
With Caution with his uncle and brother.
“I’m a ‘60s [and] ‘70s rock guy for
sure. Everything goes back to blues for
me,” he said. “But I still love [playing in
jazz ensembles] just as much as playing in
a rock band.”
Though he’s been playing music since
before he was nine, art isn’t anything
new for Brotter, either.
“Art, I might have even been doing
longer than music,” he said. “I kind of
can’t remember even starting.”
Brotter enjoys figure drawing now,
but he spent his past summers sculpting
in a studio and hopes to start doing so
again soon.
When asked if he might combine these
talents, Brotter already had a few ideas
for what he might do.
“It mostly comes out in me fantasizing
about what my album art would be if I
were releasing a CD,” he said.
Expect upcoming performances from
Quiet Bill and the Sunflood around campus soon, and keep an eye out for Brotter
busking at local T stations. See him perform with the Tufts Jazz Orchestra as well
this November.
—by Alex Hanno

Ashley Seenauth/Tufts Daily

Sara Gardner & Mae Humiston | Let’s
Talk About Food

The consumption
conundrum

A

fter all we’ve written in this column
about food -- what words we use
to define it, where it comes from,
how it gets to us -- we finally arrive
at the discussion of our most basic interaction with it: consumption. We all must eat to
live, and our eating tends to attract most of
our food-related attention. Consumption,
however, does not merely mean ingesting
nutrients. Rather, it encompasses the entire
process of selecting, buying, cooking and
then finally eating food. Each step requires
discussion, as both a separate entity and a
part of our overall consumptive practices,
and reveals key truths about these methods
in our current food system.
Before buying these ingredients, an
individual must choose them. Let’s take
an example: choosing between an apple
and a banana in the supermarket. Plenty
of factors exist that inform this decision:
the cost of each item, their nutritional
content and, probably most importantly, the preferences of the person choosing. Based on these criteria, the selector
in question will pick either the apple or
banana. Magnified to the scale of global
consumption, these questions evoke largescale nutritional, cultural and economic
issues, which require equally large and
all-encompassing answers through governmental, societal, and collective means.
Some common examples of this include
the existence of United States Food and
Drug Administration to standardize food
quality and the never-ending rain of food
and drink advertisements to promote consumer choice of specific products.
Then, once the individual consumer
chooses one of the fruits, he or she walks
to the register and buys it. Again, projected on a worldwide gauge, the simple
apple and banana dichotomy transforms
into issues of supply chains, subsidies, and
income distribution. From there, we deal
with food preparation, which for the apple
and banana can be as simple as cutting the
fruit or as complex as restructuring them
through molecular gastronomy. But when
we discuss food preparation on a larger
scale, we run into questions of food safety,
with its many rules and regulations, and
the conflicting cooking and serving methods of different cultures.
Finally, we come to the actual act of
eating. At first, there is the sensual act of
eating: the feel of food, as well as its smells,
its textures and most importantly, its tastes.
The immediate and tangible experience of
food is the most basic part of our relationship with food. Where our food comes
from, how it’s distributed, how it’s prepared
and served — all this ceases to matter if the
food is not palatable. Good food greatly
affects people, to the point where even the
apple and the banana can transcend their
seemingly simple appearance and become
something truly revelatory. Therein lies the
pleasure of food: that something so universal and ubiquitous can result in the most
unique and pleasurable of experiences.
Unfortunately, amplifying our eating on
an international level consistently causes
problems. Issues of food inequality run
rampant throughout the world, with some
sections of the population consuming
too much while other segments starve.
Meanwhile, the sectors of our global population that are over-consuming are also
devouring food items devoid of nutritional
value that take a tremendous toll on the
Earth (high-fructose corn syrup, anyone?).
Herein lies the ultimate issue with our
global consumption: we are eating too
much bad food.
This global problem can only be solved
through individual action. One of the main
and possibly the most important goals of
the food movement is to enable people to
overcome the issues with worldwide consumption. By doing so, we can hopefully
resolve the consumption conundrum, one
apple — or banana! — at a time.

Sara Gardner is a freshman who has not
yet a declared a major. She can be reached
at Sara.Gardner@tufts.edu. Mae Humiston
is a senior majoring in anthropology. She
can be reached at Mae.Humiston@tufts.
edu
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Editorial

Photo release should serve as a warning

On Oct. 22, Vanity Fair published
never-before-seen photos of former
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney
as he, “mocks gay classmates, slips
a teacher a Mickey and even fires a
beloved school janitor.” While the photos are generally accompanied by a
humorous blurb acknowledging their
relative insignificance, especially in
exposing any of Romney’s character,
they can serve as a warning to aspiring
politicians and public figures currently
posting their own questionable photos
on the Internet: they will serve as an
inevitable distraction, if not a careertanking one, from pertinent political
discourse.
Now, anything posted in the form
of social media can be found in sec-

onds. Indeed, today’s politicians have
encountered their own difficulties with
mistakenly sent tweets. Even something
immediately deleted is liable to be
archived somewhere or have been seen
by someone. Anything posted, even
nominally private things, are also able
and likely to be released to everyone by
anyone at any time.
While it is frightening that something
uploaded by a 16-year-old might resurface when they are 40, what is more
frightening is that these are a big part
and could become an even bigger part
of the electoral process.
While the photos released of Governor
Romney are likely harmless and seem to
have been published in jest, there was
genuine uproar about Barack Obama’s

college photos, in which he was captured smoking, something the President
— then presidential candidate — owned
up to. The relative availability of compromising photos today may become
the recourse of political strategists in the
future. While the slight possibility does
exist that photos of this nature could be
relevant in examining a candidate’s personal character — an important factor
for most voters — most photos do not.
Despite rarely being pertinent, attacks
on personal character are ubiquitous
in today’s political environment. This
obscures the issues that voters should
be knowledgeable about, and as politicians’ personal lives become more freely accessible, the level of this irrelevant
discourse will only increase.
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As Americans, we constantly congratulate ourselves on our spirit of innovation.
Yet, we give our government no incentive
to be forward thinking about important
long-term problems like climate change.
Obama and Romney aren’t talking about
the environment because we haven’t really
asked them to do so.
This contradiction isn’t our fault —
democracy just doesn’t always reward
anticipation. Politicians are accountable
to voters whose main concerns generally
include how to feed their families and keep
their jobs and houses. And it is this combination of preoccupied voters and cowardly
lawmakers that has kept the United States
from tackling climate change in any sort of
comprehensive way.
It’s no surprise that a recent Gallup poll
showed 72 percent of Americans thought
the economy was today’s most important
problem. A mere two percent saw pollution and the environment as the most
important problem. Yet, the two problems
are undoubtedly connected. MIT economist Henry Jacoby predicts, “People will
pay ... [for inaction on climate change] in
taxes, energy prices, insurance premiums,
disaster relief, food prices, water bills and
changes to our environment that are hard
to put a price tag on.”
We’re constantly flooded with startling
facts about rising ocean levels and shrinking rainforests. To those who pay attention,
climate change is clearly imminent, and
it’s approaching the brink of irreversibility.
Some scientists predict a nearly complete
lack of wild fish in oceans by 2050. At the
beginning of his numerical rundown of
the current state of the climate, activist
and writer William E. McKibben grimly
states, “I can say with some confidence
that we’re losing the fight, badly and

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

quickly — losing it because, most of all,
we remain in denial about the peril that
human civilization is in.”
Denial isn’t the only reason that the situation is stagnant -- for those who are thinking
short-term, there is a valid economic argument against cutting emissions. The fossil
fuel sector certainly isn’t a small deal, and
the world economy is invested in the future
of drilling. Construction of the southern
part of Keystone XL is already underway.
While economic hurdles block a smooth
transition from fossil fuels to cleaner energy,
the carbon tax represents a potent economic solution. The Kennedy School’s Joseph
Aldy showed his support for the carbon tax
in his talk at Harvard Thinks Green 2 last
week. A tax on carbon would de-incentivize
the purchase of carbon and naturally force
investment in alternative energies. It would
provide the economic impetus currently
lacking from the green movement.
Even conservative economist and policy
advisor Greg Mankiw expressed his support
of a world carbon tax in a 2007 New York
Times op-ed, but he doubted that a carbon tax would make it through Washington.
Mankiw wrote, “Republican consultants
advise using the word ‘tax’ only if followed
immediately by the word ‘cut.’ Democratic
consultants recommend the word ‘tax’ be
followed by ‘on the rich.’”
It would simply be political suicide for
a Republican to support a new tax of any
kind, and Democrats are too busy trying
to get rid of tax breaks for the rich that suggesting a carbon tax right now might very
well be too much. Yet logical thinking would
demand that our lawmakers push aside all
of those political fears for the sake of doing
something that makes pure and total sense.
China’s Communist Party recently
released its new five-year plan, a strategic
move that will end up investing $315 billion in measures for energy efficiency. And
because of the one-party system, China

can afford to be aggressive in the way it
pursues its alternative energy goals. The
National Energy Commission has asked
each province in China to provide a plan for
increased solar energy use by Oct. 15. China
remains the world’s largest coal consumer,
but these steps represent a significant effort
to reduce emissions. The United States is the
world’s largest consumer of oil, but political
polarization and corporate influence would
block any clean energy initiatives of a similar scale.
So while China’s alternative energy plans
charge forward, the United States is stuck
with little to no political or economic push
for sustainability.
This problem is not unique to the US, and
it is why very little has been done in the way
of large international agreements. Recent
climate discussions have all failed miserably
— it’s as if every time someone mentions the
words Kyoto, Cop10 or Rio+20, the environmental community emits a collective sigh of
frustration.
Our markets are so interdependent that
changes in energy consumption have global
effects, and therefore countries must tackle
the issue through a combination of domestic policies and international cooperation.
The United States could help shape the
international debate on climate change, but
it chooses not to because U.S. citizens have
yet to demand the discussion.
Our government spends billions of dollars each year on defense. We stockpile more
weapons than we will ever use. But the prospect of entire countries being submerged
under water as a result of large-scale flooding is in many ways equally as scary as a
nuclear Iran. And just like our founding
fathers were worried about the political freedoms of every generation to come, should
we not be intensely concerned about the
safety and welfare of our future generations?
And should we not demand from our representatives that same view?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Op-Ed

Downtown Scotty Brown: Why Tufts students
should vote for their fellow Jumbo
by

Bennett F. Gillogly

Following the late Senator Ted
Kennedy’s death in 2009, few
Massachusetts Republicans wanted to
run in the special election for a Senate
seat that was predicted to undoubtedly
remain in the hands of a Democrat.
After all, the last time Massachusetts
had elected a Republican Senator was
in 1972. The only question among political pundits was whom the Democratic
machine would select as heir to the
Kennedy throne.
Tufts University gained a significant addition to its notable alumni list
on January 19, 2010 when, against all
odds, Scott Brown (A ’81) shocked the
political world by winning that U.S.
Senate race. Senator Brown refused to
acknowledge that he was running for
the “Kennedy Seat” and instead called
it the “People’s Seat,” declaring that it
belonged not to any one party, but the
people of Massachusetts. During his
acceptance speech in Boston that cold
winter night, Senator Brown spotted
a Tufts flag in the crowd and gave a
shout out to his beloved alma mater.
Though, more importantly, he promised that he would go to Washington
to be an independent thinker, reach
across party lines and solve our country’s problems.
Two and a half short years later,
Senator Brown has kept those promises of independence and bipartisanship. Senator Brown has earned
Washingtonian Magazine’s title of the
Least Partisan Congressman, partially
for his voting record of 54 percent
Republican and 46 percent Democrat.
To put these statistics into perspective,
the average Senator votes with their
party over 90 percent of the time. He
is one of a dwindling few bipartisan
Senators still reaching across the aisle
to enact change. Now, Senator Brown
finds himself running for reelection
and the Tufts Republicans are devoting
all available resources to keeping our
Jumbo in the Senate.
Senator Brown, a moderate prochoice Republican, has worked with
Democrats to cast deciding votes on
Wall Street reform, repeal the military’s
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy and continue funding for Planned Parenthood.
Although he may be socially liberal,
Senator Brown has remained a steadfast fiscal conservative. He believes
that job growth comes from the small
businessmen and businesswomen
across this state, and that they should
not be forced to pay higher taxes so
that Washington can continue its
wasteful spending spree. It is this point
where Senator Brown differs drastically from his fervently liberal challenger,
Harvard Professor Elizabeth Warren.
The best method to understand
Senator Brown and Professor Warren’s
diametrically opposed theories of economics and governance is to analyze
the issues that have been raised during
this campaign. First of all, Professor
Warren’s tax increase proposal of
$3.4 trillion would kill over 700,000
jobs nationwide and 17,400 here in
Massachusetts, according to the consulting firm Ernst & Young. In fact, the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce has stated
that “no other candidate in 2012 represents a greater threat to free enterprise than Professor Warren.” Senator
Brown, conversely, has found himself
having to admit “guilty as charged”
whenever Professor Warren attacks his
unwillingness to raise taxes on any
individuals in Massachusetts. We’re still
three years into the worst global financial crisis since the Great Depression,
and raising taxes and regulations on
small businesses in America will crush
growth, stall employment and burden
our recovering economy.
A great instance of a vote that wholly
encompasses Senator Brown’s belief
system ironically comes from one of
Professor Warren’s favorite distortions

of his record. As noted in the Oct.
9 op-ed, “Elizabeth Warren deserves
the student vote,” by Taylor Barnard,
Senator Brown did indeed vote against
a student loan reform bill. In that
piece of legislation was a proposal to
maintain student loan interest rate
levels at 3.4 percent by increasing $6
billion of tax revenue on small businesses. Professor Warren’s attack ad
ends there, but the story does not.
Immediately afterward, Senator Brown
rolled up his sleeves, sat down with
Democrats, and got to work. After
tweaking a few broken federal programs and identifying misused funds
throughout government, a bipartisan vote in Congress passed Senator
Brown’s proposal, introduced first in
the Subsidized Stafford Loan Reduced
Interest Rate Extension Act of 2012 (S.
2834), which kept interest rates at 3.4
percent without raising taxes on the
American people.
The dichotomy between these
two candidates could not be clearer.
Professor Warren believes that no one
built their business without the help of
the government. Therefore, she can justify increasing taxes any time the government needs money. Senator Brown,
on the other hand, believes that levelheaded bipartisan cooperation is the
key to resolving America’s problems.
It’s all politics. Yelling that Scott
Brown voted against student loan
reform makes for nice applause and
a great YouTube clip, but it victimizes
a good man who has spent his entire
governmental career helping students.
Did you know that the first political
office Scott Brown ever ran for was
Tufts Student Senate? As a student who
was on financial aid himself, his platform included halting tuition increases, being more responsible about how
student fees were spent and improving
dormitory safety. The flyer he posted
across our city on a hill read, “I won’t
promise to change everything, but I
will promise to be a sincere, active
representative of the student body.”
Out of the fifty-seven candidates on
the ballot, Scott Brown won.
Since his time in Tufts Student
Senate, Senator Brown’s trajectory to
the U.S. Senate has centered on his
desire to help students. His time in
elected office continued in 1995 when
he ran for Selectman of Wrentham in
order to block school budget cuts at a
time when his daughter Ayla was just

starting in the local elementary school.
Indeed, Senator Brown has never
stopped fighting for students for one
second. While in Washington, Senator
Brown introduced a measure to require
all nonprofit higher education institutions to post their tax returns on their
website so that parents and students
can see how schools are spending their
tuition dollars (S. 2835). This will help
hardworking parents better understand why some “rock star” professors
— take Elizabeth Warren, for example
— can be paid $350,000 to teach one
course a semester while the price of
education for students continues to
skyrocket.
Senator Brown worked to preserve
research funding by cosponsoring and
reauthorizing programs to provide
continued federal funding to support
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (P.L. 111-358). Senator
Brown’s autobiography, “Against All
Odds: My Life of Hardship, Fast Breaks
and Second Chances” (2011), reveals
that he chose Tufts because of the
international appeal and he fondly
refers to it as a “Mini-United Nations.”
That could have been the foundation
for the bipartisan Startup Act he cosponsored to create new visas for entrepreneurs and foreign-born students
that are earning advanced degrees in
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (S. 3217).
Senator Brown is a Tufts alumnus
we can all be proud of. You may not
agree with him on every issue, but
to cherry pick his voting record and
imply he is against students is either a
gross misunderstanding of the facts or
a blatant attempt to deceive the Tufts
community. Being a Student for Scott
Brown doesn’t necessarily mean being
a Republican, it means supporting an
incumbent who’s a proven problemsolver. He represents an emerging
political party that is economically
inclusive, environmentally responsible
and socially modern. He governs upon
evidence, not ideology. Senator Scott
Brown is the best choice for not only
the people of Massachusetts and the
United States, but also for the students
of Tufts University.
Bennett F. Gillogly is a junior majoring
in international relations. He is the coPresident of Tufts Republicans and can be
reached at Bennett.Gillogly@tufts.edu.

MCT

Walt Laws-MacDonald |
Show Me The Money!

Faceplant

S

o what happened? We left off last
week with shares of the eight-yearold company pricing at $38, raising
$16 billion and making Facebook’s
IPO the second largest ever.
I nerded out the morning of the IPO.
Fresh off my post-finals high, I had
prepped for the morning with a few bagels
and probably a little too much coffee.
I started my CNBC binge around eight
o’clock, with shares of Facebook scheduled to start trading at 11 a.m.
BlackBerry in hand — and no, New
York Times, I am not embarrassed by my
BlackBerry, thank you very much — and
laptop in ... lap, I was prepared for a marathon of news, news-analysis and analysis
of that analysis.
The first official event came at 9:30 a.m.,
when the NASDAQ exchange opened with
Zuckerberg and Co. remotely ringing the
bell from their massive Menlo Park headquarters. The scene looked more like a
concert than a stock offering.
CNBC live-streamed shots of the complex throughout the morning, as employees made their way to a temporary stage in
the wee hours of the California morning.
Ringing the opening bell is a festive occasion for any company. Facebook took it to
a new level with an all-out party.
As I watched the clock in nervous
anticipation, I placed a limit order —
meaning that the shares would be purchased below a certain price, the limit
— for a few shares. Nothing huge — just
enough to feel like I was part of the event.
And then 11 came and went... No trade
confirmation. I cancelled my order and
reentered it. Nothing.
Then the NASDAQ reported that trading would be delayed by 30 minutes.
“Ok,” I thought. It’s a large offering, they
should get it right.
But they didn’t. Even after trading
officially began after 11:30 a.m., orders
weren’t confirmed for the stock for another two hours. Traders small and large had
no idea what their positions were. Did I
own my three shares? Did Morgan Stanley
own their three million shares? The stock
opened at $42.05 and the price continued
to go up and down, but most of the world
was in a sort of limbo state.
The stock did not double on the first
day. Shares briefly broke $43 that first day,
but closed at $38.23, just barely above the
initial price. The stock’s underwriters —
the banks that sold the first shares — had
come in to buy shares at $38 to support
their investors.
In the days that followed, it became
clear that the NASDAQ should have
delayed trading until they really knew
what was going on. The NASDAQ has
since put aside $62 million to compensate
the brokers affected by the delays, but the
tech exchange has received both heavy
criticism and lawsuits for their handling of
the IPO.
But that doesn’t explain Facebook’s precipitous drop since May. Investors have not
“liked” the stock, and although a plethora
of factors go into its valuation, most of the
fall can be traced to its earnings.
The stock’s initial fall was due to a
warning that Facebook gave to the biggest
underwriters of the IPO, essentially stating
that its second quarter results would be
sub-par. This information wasn’t available
to retail investors until several days after
the IPO.
When those second quarter earnings
were publicly released, they disappointed
the market, sending the stock to a new low
of $22.28.
Shares now stand at less than half the
IPO price. Investors of all shapes and
sizes learned a lot from the Facebook IPO,
but Public Enemy sums it up pretty well:
“Don’t believe the hype.”
Walt Laws-MacDonald is a sophomore majoring in quantitative economics. He can be
reached at Walt.Laws_MacDonald@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Filling binders with tapioca pudding

Late Night at the Daily

Wednesday’s Solution

Nina: “Oh, I have binders full of men.”
Rebecca: “Do you?”
Nina: “No.”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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FILM SERIES

SPONSORED BY:

2012-2013!

All films shown at Tufts Hillel – With Food!
!

King Corn

Friday Oct 26th, 3pm
Learn about America's most-productive, most-subsidized
grain and address how we eat and farm it. Snacks Provided!
!

TED Talk Mash Up
Thursday Nov 8th, 6pm
Investigate Food Justice with a set of intriguing TED talks.
Hear from multiple experts in multiple fields all in one
night! Dinner provided!

!

Fast Food Nation
Thursday Nov 15th, 6pm
This revolutionary adaptation of Eric Schlosser's bestselling book explores factors that compromise the safety,
nutrition, and justice of the fast food industry. Dinner
provided!

Forks Over Knives
Thursday Dec 6th, 6pm
Come explore how food can do justice for your body! This
groundbreaking documentary reveals the life-saving results of
rejecting America’s present menu of animal-based and
processed foods.. Dinner provided!
!
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Wanted
CHILDCARE JOB. Local Tufts
alum (close drive to Tufts) seeking responsible, patient, loving,
energetic, non-smoking part-time
babysitter and/or nanny. Hours
and scheduling flexible. Salary
commensurate with experience.
Please call Faith at (781) 258-9027
for details.

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Turner’s equalizing goal
sinks Jumbos’ hopes
WOMEN’S SOCCER
continued from back

first 35 seconds, so for them to
come back and even it back up
again put a lot more pressure on
us,” Aronchick said. “And especially
because they weren’t really playing
for anything — they already had
home-field advantage, and they
knew that they were going to make
the tournament, so to have to get
another goal to reach the tournament put a lot more pressure on us
for the rest of the game.”
With the game tied, and Tufts
needing a win to make the tournament, coach Martha Whiting altered
the team’s tactics to allow them to
push even more aggressively for the
game-winning goal.
“We got a lot more attackingminded later in the game, moving
[sophomore] Catharine [Greer] up
front, since Catherine has the ability
to bring the pressure, put pressure
on their backs,” Aronchick said.
The tactical change led to a
rough first overtime for the Jumbos,
with the Polar Bears forcing Wright
into three saves. But in the second overtime, with Bowdoin tiring,
Tufts finally had its chance to save
its season. But shots by Weiller and
Greer were both held tightly by the
Polar Bear’s keeper, and time simply ran out.
Despite the disappointing ending, there were plenty of positives
to take from a second half of the
season in which Tufts outscored
opponents 12-4 over the course
of six games. The highlight was
the thrashing of Hamilton, the
first time the Jumbos have scored
four goals in a conference game
since 2007.
“There was just like a fire, everyone was playing for our seniors, and
we wanted our seniors to have that
day they could remember for the

rest of their lives,” Weiller said. “I
know I’m a freshman and I’ll still
remember that for the rest of my life,
and I can’t imagine being a senior
and having that.”
But despite all of their successful results late in the season, both
Weiller and Aronchick credit a 2-0
loss to Amherst on Sept. 29 as the
turning point. In that game, Tufts
played one of its best halves of the
season before being undone by an
own goal.
“Hearing your coach say that to
you at halftime, saying that ‘you
guys are doing so well, keep doing
what you’re doing,’ it really helps
you understand, ‘we can do this, we
are this good, we can beat any team
we play,’” Weiller said.
From there, it was a different team
going out on the pitch each week.
“I think we just realized that we
were a good team, and we could
beat all of these teams, and compete with all of the teams in the
NESCAC,” Aronchick said. “It just
took a few goals for us to realize
that we believed in ourselves, and
once we got started we just didn’t
look back.”
Coming off their worst conference finish since the formation of
the NESCAC, some might expect
them to go into the 2013 season discouraged. But thanks to their finish,
the Jumbos will be carrying plenty of
momentum into the future.
“I feel like everyone’s definitely
going to have their moment and
play their part, and knowing that
we had that great run in the second half of the season will translate
so well into next season,” Weiller
said. “We really have something
to prove and we really have that
fire going into the season, which
is hard to get as a new team, so
having it coming into the season is
really nice.”

Heat are favorites once again as NBA tips
off next week
NBA

continued from back

Antawn Jamison. Expect some
growing pains from the second-year guard after what was
a stellar Rookie-of-the-Year
campaign.
Where they stand in the
Eastern Conference: 3. Pacers,
8. Bulls, 9. Bucks, 10. Pistons,
14. Cavaliers

Southeast Division
Since LeBron James took
his talents to South Beach, his
dominance has transferred
with him. And after reloading this offseason with offensive talents in Ray Allen and
Rashard Lewis, the reigning
MVP, James, and the Heat now
shoulder the expectations of
retaining their title.
In the rest of the division,
after losing All-Star Joe Johnson
to the Nets, the Atlanta Hawks
seemed left for dead. But a
refocused Josh Smith along
with Al Horford make up a
tough pair to drive against in
the lane. And with Jeff Teague
continuing to improve each
season and Lou Williams adding to the offense, this team
isn’t going anywhere.
The Orlando Magic lost out
big in the aftermath of the
“Dwightmare,” losing their
best player in center Dwight
Howard, but still ended up
with a roster that is decently
stocked with proven players
like Arron Afflalo, J.J. Redick
and Glen Davis. But with no
clear direction on who the
team leader will be statistically and emotionally, a new
coach and a new GM, it will
be a tough season.
The Washington Wizards

MCT

LeBron James will be looking to repeat his MVP performance from last
season as he tries to lead the Heat to a second consecutive NBA title.
have officially bought into
John Wall being the future of
the team. The addition of veteran players Nene and Emeka
Okafor shows the organization
is willing to get serious about
winning. If Wall can learn to
shoot the ball, watch out.

For Charlotte, it’s pretty
simple — the Bobcats are just
looking for more than seven
wins this season.
Where they stand in the
Eastern Conference: 1. Heat,
4. Hawks, 11. Wizards, 12.
Magic, 15. Bobcats

Editors' Challenge | Week 7
Welcome to the haunted house of the sports department, where our ghosts and ghouls
are celebrating Halloween (almost) a week early. Thanks to the revamped NFL schedule and
its overlord Roger “Zombie Commissioner” Goodell, we have to start planning our costumes in this edition of Editors’ Challenge.
At the top, as usual, is David “Superman” McIntyre, who donned his cape and used his
super strength last week to soar to the top of the standings. Although he didn’t have the
top record in last week’s picks, probably due to the rest of the staff’s Kryptonite habit, he
at least still managed to maintain his executive editing position at the Daily Planet.
Coming in second, also as usual, is Zachey “Robin” Kliger. Although he might not
always be able to match the top dogs, Kliger has been performing consistently recently,
and his 12-1 record last week has gotten him even closer to the top. And while it’s doubtful that he’ll ever claim the top spot, that doesn’t keep him from trying.
Next, unfortunately, is Ben “Birthday Suit” Kochman. Not only is his birthday on
Halloween, but he’s decided to celebrate by not donning a costume at all and letting it all
hang out. It might not be the best trick-or-treating strategy, but hey - if you got it, flaunt it.
In fourth place is Ethan “Neville Longbottom” Sturm, who currently sits seven games off
the top. Despite the big deficit, he does have two things going for him - his ability to use
magic, and the fact that he doesn’t even have to dress up for his Halloween costume.
OVERALL RECORD
LAST WEEK
Tampa Bay at Minnesota
NY Giants at Dallas
Carolina at Chicago
San Diego at Cleveland
Seattle at Detroit
New England at St. Louis
Miami at NY Jets
Atlanta at Philadelphia
Washington at Pittsburgh
Jacksonville at Green Bay
Indianapolis at Tennessee
Oakland at Kansas City
New Orleans at Denver
San Francisco at Arizona

David
70-35
11-2

Zachey
68-36
12-1

Ben
64-40
10-3

Ethan

63-41
11-2

Sitting tied in fifth is a trio of sports editors whose haunting features have kept them
from achieving lasting success this season. Andy “Shrek” Wong, Marcus “Lord Voldemort”
Budline, and Jake “Wicked Witch of the West” Indursky have struggled this year, to say the
least, but there’s still hope, because as we all know, the NFL provides plenty of opportunties for the ugly-looking and criminal.
Now, we approach the bottom of the standings, as Aaron “Troll” Leibowitz and Alex
“Oscar the Grouch” Baudoin are tied for second-to-last with a 61-43 record. While the
record doesn’t seem that bad, appearances can be deceiving, as the trash-can and underbridge living surely know.
Last, but certainly not least, is Kate “Daisy Duke“ Klots, who occupies the cellar as she
has for most of the season. Klots may not be the sharpest picker in the shed, but her
naivete towards NFL picking is more than made up for by her charm and classic jean shorts.
Hopefully things will turn around for her soon, as the NFL season is going by faster than
the General Lee.
Guest picking this week is NFL prognosticator and copy editor extraordinaire, Drew
“Captian Hook” Lewis. Although his hook hand made it hard for him to submit his
picks, his cunning pirate maneuvers should serve him well in the cutthroat world of
Editors’ Challenge.

Andy
62-42
7-6

Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
Seattle
Detroit
Detroit
Detroit
Seattle
New England New England New England New England New England
Miami
Miami
NY Jets
Miami
Miami
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Washington
Pittsburgh
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Tennessee
Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis
Tennessee
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Denver
Denver
Denver
Denver
Denver
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco

Marcus
62-42
10-3

Jake
62-42
11-2

Aaron
61-43
9-4

Alex
61-43
10-3

Kate
55-49
8-5

GUEST
Drew
Lewis

Minnesota
Tampa Bay
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
Minnesota
NY Giants
NY Giants
NY Giants
Dallas
NY Giants
Dallas
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
San Diego
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle
Detroit
Seattle
Detroit
New England New England New England New England New England New England
Miami
Miami
Miami
NY Jets
Miami
NY Jets
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Atlanta
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Washington Washington Washington Washington Pittsburgh
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Green Bay
Jacksonville
Green Bay
Tennessee
Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis Indianapolis
Tennessee
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Oakland
Denver
Denver
Denver
New Orleans
Denver
Denver
San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco San Francisco
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Inside NFL

Undefeated Falcons not as good as they seem
by Sam

Gold

Daily Staff Writer

ESPN’s Week Eight power rankings have
the Atlanta Falcons sitting pretty atop the
league, with the Giants, Texans, 49ers and
Bears, in that order, rounding out the top
five. Though this is estimated to be the
NFL’s cream of the crop, it is widely accepted that each of these teams is uniquely
flawed. All of them have played multiple
mistake-riddled games thus far.
Now, being crowned the league’s best
by a panel of “experts” is by no means the
Holy Grail for any team. That, of course,
would be the Super Bowl. But the tenuous nature of these rankings does not
preclude them from scrutiny, and, as
such, it’s necessary to bring into question the top ranking of an undeserving
Falcons team.
The Falcons have managed to hoodwink
much of the football world with their stellar play in a few early games. The team’s
success is in large part due to its laughably
soft schedule — one that scarcely offers
up formidable competition throughout the
rest of the season. Accordingly, the Falcons
are undefeated.
During this span, quarterback Matt
Ryan has darted to the front of the pack of
MVP candidates. Tight end Tony Gonzalez,
who, in his advanced age, shocked many
simply by virtue of his not being a shell of
his former Hall of Fame-caliber self, has
once again staked his claim to the upper
echelon of tight ends. Finally, the defense,
porous especially in the backfield last
season, has allowed the seventh-fewest
points per game.
Every impressive facet of the Falcons’
game, however, can to some extent be
chalked up to their schedule — a veritable
charitable donation from the NFL. Their
first six opponents — the Chiefs, Broncos,
Chargers, Panthers, Redskins and Raiders
— have a combined 13-24 record, not
one of them above .500. The Falcons won
their last three games against average or
below-average teams by a combined 12
points, two touchdowns away from losing all of them.
The Falcons, therefore, have only played
teams for whom the playoffs are likely a pipe
dream, some of whom have approached
the brink of victory against them only to be
thwarted at the 11th hour.
In fact, the first team with a winning record
at the moment that the Falcons will encounter is a suspect Arizona Cardinals team in
Week 11. You know, the same Cardinals led

MCT

Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan has put up strong numbers this year, but his team’s undefeated record papers over its significant flaws.
by elite backup quarterback John Skelton
and three-headed running back monster
LaRod Stephens-Howling, William Powell
and Alfonso Smith — their third, fourth and
fifth-stringers.
Since its red-hot start to the season, the
Falcons juggernaut has been slowed substantially. The team now ranks in the bottom half in rushing yards on offense and in
total yards and rushing yards on defense.
Even considering their perceived strengths
— passing yards, total yards and points per
game — the Falcons are ranked no higher
than sixth.
While it must be said that last week’s game
against Oakland was anomalous at best,
the Falcons nevertheless can be exposed in
myriad areas of the game, but still went unexploited by a Raiders team that was gifted a
golden opportunity.
Matt Ryan threw three picks, Michael
Turner rushed the ball 11 times for 33 yards
and kicker Matt Bryant missed a field goal,
while the defense conceded 474 total yards
against a team that has typically struggled to
produce on offense.
Needless to say, had they played a competent team, the Falcons, plagued by lackluster, mistake-prone play, would have lost in
humiliating fashion.
This is not to say that the Falcons are not
a top-tier team. They have a quarterback
who is a few tweaks away from excellence, a
running back who has surpassed 1,000 yards
rushing each full season he has played since
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Maxime Hoppenot
Sophomore
Men’s Soccer

Jackie Moon from
Semi-Pro

Jolly Ranchers

Kiersten Ellefsen
Senior
Volleyball

Honey Boo Boo

Anything
chocolate or
Swedish Fish

Phoebe Hanley
Senior
Women’s Soccer

The art
of trash
talking

T

joining the Falcons, two tremendous receivers in Roddy White and Julio Jones, and a few
all-stars on defense.
What, then, is missing?
This inevitable burning question has
haunted Ryan and his teammates for the
past few years. It seems to descend like a dark
cloud promptly upon the Falcons following
their ritual first-round exit from the playoffs
each January. (Ryan is 0-3 in the playoffs as a
starter).
The answer: a challenging schedule. Not
a brutal, grueling schedule like that of the
Giants, but one dotted with difficult games.
Beating losing teams is necessary for
a Super Bowl contender, obviously, but
it doesn’t say much about the quality of
Atlanta as a whole. No one in his right mind,
for example, would have picked the Chiefs
over the Falcons. On the contrary, as the
Packers learned last year, it bodes ill for a
team when that team steamrolls its competition en route to a nearly pristine regular
season record.
A real test is all the Falcons need. If they
come up against one — or maybe even two
or three, if things turn around markedly for
certain teams — later in the season and
emerge victorious, then people will need to
admit they were too harsh on a very, very
good football team.
Until then, the critique stands, underpinned by the notion that the Falcons’ perfect record must not be the only litmus test
in determining exactly how good they are.

Elephants in the Room

Andrew Lutz
Senior
Men’s Tennis

Brian Tan | Now Serving

Favorite Scary
Movie

Best Halloween
Prank

Person you’d
like to see on a
pumpkin carving

Halloweentown 1 Giving out apples Stephon Marbury
instead of candy
and 2

The Shining

Bikelocking
a baby doll
to someone’s
backpack

My coach,
Cora Thompson

I’m not revealing
this year’s, but last Snickers (Reese’s
year I was Moe is a close second)
from Moe’s BBQ

Scary Movie 3

Glue on the toilet Rosie O’Donnell
seat

Garth and Wayne
from Wayne’s
World

Home Alone

Saran-wrapping
19 Fairmount into Martha Whiting
their house

Nerdz
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he greats all had this ability in common: Michael Jordan,
Muhammad Ali, Reggie Miller.
It is a self-learned skill and talent, and few can truly succeed in making it work. The art of trash talking is
born out of supreme confidence and
competitiveness, but the execution of
where and when is key. It starts at a
young age, from when kids play with
their friends and take shots at each
other. It begins with playful chatter
and progresses to aggressive challenges — from a simple “You can’t go left
on me” to Muhammad Ali’s “I am the
greatest.”
Trash talk extends on and off the
field. Former NFL defensive back Deion
Sanders, one of the great on-field trash
talkers, would jaw at receivers he was
guarding throughout games, and then
eventually pick off a pass and take it
back for a touchdown. Former Pacers
guard Reggie Miller once made a choking sign to Knicks fans and players, by
putting his hands around his neck, to
rub in the fact that the Knicks blew a
late playoff game lead against Indiana.
Off the field, trash talking is just as
common. After Kobe Bryant won his
fifth NBA ring, he visited President
Obama in the White House with his
teammates. The President, a Chicago
Bulls fan, warned Kobe, “Derrick
Rose may have your number.” Kobe
responded, “If he has my number and
he calls it, I’ll be sure to pick up after
the fifth ring.” Trash talking is the only
place where everyone is on level playing fields. It’s a skill developed from
natural talent.
Trash talking is also performed frequently in daily situations. During an
intense game of FIFA, it would be trash
talking if one were to yell, “I put the
team on my back!” after a goal. It is
also acceptable trash talk in Madden
games to obnoxiously yell something
similar if you hit the living daylights
out of an opposing player or juke the
socks off an oncoming defender.
Michael Jordan once welcomed a
rookie Dikembe Mutombo into the
league by saying, “Hey, Mutombo, this
one’s for you, baby,” and then sank a
free throw with his eyes closed. Keep
in mind though, you better be able to
back up your bold claims, or risk looking like a fool. For trash talking beginners, to be safe, you can commence
the talk after the victory, to ensure that
your trash talking doesn’t backfire.
Trash talking is an art. It involves
either talking yourself up to an opponent or putting them down during a
competitive situation. The goal is to
get into the other person’s head, and
affect his level of play by causing him
to lose focus. Talking smack can be a
self-motivator at low times. If you talk
yourself up, you gain confidence and
start believing you are good enough
for the job. Not only is trash talking
humorous, but it can also boost your
own self-belief and help your chances
of winning — if done at the right time
to the right person.
But if done wrong, trash talking can
end up motivating the opposition.
With two minutes left in a GrizzliesBulls game, the Bulls were down eight
and Michael Jordan was sitting on the
bench, done for the game. Grizzlies
player Darrick Martin walked up to
Jordan and said, “I told you we were
going to beat your butts tonight.”
Jordan tied his shoelaces back up, got
on the court, looked Martin in the eye
and told him, “Little man, I told you
about talking trash to me.” Jordan then
decided to score the next nine points
and the Bulls won the game.
Moral of the story: Be careful of what
you say and beware who you say it to.
Brian Tan is a sophomore who is majoring in economics and Chinese. He can be
reached at Brian.Tan@tufts.edu.
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Women’s Soccer

Draw with Bowdoin ends year for women’s soccer
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

For 71 minutes on Saturday, the
women’s soccer team looked to be
on the verge of something miraculous. After struggling early on in the
season, the Jumbos found themselves needing two wins in their
final two games against a pair of
top-five NESCAC teams in order to
even have a chance of making the
conference tournament.
Tufts came into the final stretch in
good form, having lost just one of its
prior four games. The team pounded Hamilton into submission, 4-0,
on Saturday, and then jumped out
to a lead within the first minute on
Tuesday at home against Bowdoin.
But in the end, it wasn’t meant
to be. Bowdoin freshman Kiersten
Turner, after being stopped by
junior keeper Kristin Wright twice
in the first half, pounced on a loose
ball in the box, putting it away to
level the score in the 72nd minute.
The Jumbos were 18 minutes away
from a win and a sixth seed in
the NESCAC tournament. Instead,
they were forced to settle for a
draw and a 10th place finish that
ended their season.
“The last game was definitely very
frustrating because we had turned
our season around ... and in the

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

Despite the best efforts of junior forward Anya Kaufmann (shown) and her teammates, Tufts’ lack of offensive
potency hurt it on Wednesday against Bowdoin and throughout the season.
last seven games we only lost one,”
senior tri-captain Rachel Aronchick
said. “Having it end right there,
especially with a tie — not even a
loss — was really tough. But I was
really proud of how the entire team
came together and turned it around
for the second half of our season.”

past six games.
“It’s awesome, especially with so
many players out with injuries to
have somebody so young step up
and make such an impression on
the team,” Aronchick said of Weiller.
“Going into next year, to have somebody that has the experience to play

It took just 35 seconds for the
Jumbos to get on the board against
the Polar Bears. Sophomore midfielder Carla Kruyff chipped a ball
over the Bowdoin defense, allowing
freshman Allie Weiller to get the
end of it and slot it home for her
fifth goal of the season, all in the

Men’s Soccer and Field hockey vs. Bowdoin

Eastern Conference Preview:
Heat, Celtics top contenders
Cameron Yu

Senior Staff Writer

Can you believe it? In another offseason of big transactions and close
to a complete preseason slate, the
NBA is ready to kick off on Tuesday
with the defending champion Miami
Heat against the wily Boston Celtics.
And with the start of the new season comes the Daily’s attempt at an
Eastern Conference preview:

Oliver Porter / The Tufts Daily

see WOMEN’S SOCCER, page 14
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The men’s soccer team took care of business yesterday afternoon, sealing fourth place in
the final conference standings with a last grasp 2-1 victory over Bowdoin on Bello Field.
The match was very even and both teams had plenty of chances to seize control, but in
the end, it was junior midfielder Scott Blumenthal’s winning goal in the 84th minute that
ensured that Tufts will host a NESCAC tournament game (also against Bowdoin) for the
first time since the 2001 season. Meanwhile, the No. 8 field hockey team also had a crucial victory against the No. 3 Polar Bears, winning 3-1 in a game that decided which team
would finish second in the NESCAC. Senior co-captain forward Lia Sagerman scored the
winning goal for the Jumbos, as they won their 13th game in a row, finishing the season
with a 13-1 record. See tomorrow’s sports section for full coverage of the soccer and field
hockey games.

up top and scoring goals is really
important.”
After the goal, Tufts never considered going into a defensive shell.
Instead, they controlled the game
for the remainder of the half, taking five shots to Bowdoin’s three
and earning all three corners in the
opening 45 minutes.
Despite the Jumbos’ strong play,
it was actually the Polar Bears that
had the best opportunity before
halftime. Turner found herself in
behind the defense, but Wright
made a diving save, preserving
the lead.
In the second half, the Polar Bears
came out fighting, despite being
locked into the No. 4 seed with little
more to play for than pride. Turner
fired off multiple warning shots
early, once again breaking away only
for Wright to make a big play. She
then found herself in space again,
but fired high of goal.
Finally, in the 72nd minute,
Turner was rewarded for her efforts.
The goal was just the third allowed
by Tufts this month, and only the
second game in the team’s last
seven in which the Jumbos’ defense
conceded a goal.
“It was tough because we came
out so early and got a goal in the

Atlantic Division
The Atlantic Division is on the rise,
having four teams with a shot at the
playoffs this season. Long time bottom feeders, the now-Brooklyn Nets,
will look to take control of a division up for grabs after a busy offseason, boasting a starting five that now
includes All-Stars Deron Williams, Joe
Johnson and Gerald Wallace.
The Boston Celtics became a Big
Three again after the departure of
Ray Allen, but with the addition of
Jason Terry and other non-flashy but
key players, and the ability of Doc
Rivers to get all of his players to
play for each other, their grit and
sheer determination will make this
team relevant, a hallmark of all great
Celtic teams.
Meanwhile, the New York Knicks
start the season much like how the
last season played out: with an injury
to Amar’e Stoudemire, the Knicks will
be forced to play through Carmelo
Anthony, and when the Knicks don’t
win, the media will be all over Melo’s
leadership abilities.
The Philadelphia 76ers overhauled
their roster and started anew with
center Andrew Bynum, who instantly
became the best center in the East. With
Jrue Holliday developing into a star
point guard, this team will look to place
higher than its eighth seed last year.
Lastly, the only things to look forward to with the Toronto Raptors is
whether Demar Derozan is as good
as his high draft pick was, and the

arrival of Jonas Valanciunas, who had
to wait a year for the Raptors to buy
out his European contract.
Where they stand in the Eastern
Conference: 2. Celtics, 5. Nets, 6.
76ers, 7. Knicks, 13. Raptors
Central Division
The pecking order in the Central
is clouded by the absence of Derrick
Rose. The former MVP blew out his
ACL during the playoffs last year
and is sidelined indefinitely until he
recovers from surgery. In the meantime, it’s up to Chicago’s first-class
role players — Luol Deng, Carlos
Boozer, Taj Gibson and returning
captain Kirk Hinrich — to stem the
tide until Rose’s return.
Until then, the division belongs to
the Indiana Pacers. Built deep like
the Bulls and playing equally tough
defense, the same core of Danny
Granger, Paul George and Roy Hibbert
— not to mention George Hill and
David West — took the Miami Heat to
six games in the Eastern Conference
semifinals. They’re out to show that it
wasn’t a fluke.
Meanwhile, the Milwaukee Bucks
hope to make a strong playoff push
after acquiring Monta Ellis mid-season last year. Paired with Ellis in the
backcourt will be fourth-year guard
Brandon Jennings, and with more
time to get comfortable with one
another, they could be one of the
most explosive, young backcourts in
the league.
Nearby, the Detroit Pistons still
look to build around their duo of Greg
Monroe and Brandon Knight, both
of whom showed great promise last
season. Word out of the Pistons is that
they like their new draft pick, center
Andre Drummond, but they are still
rebuilding.
The keys to the Cleveland Cavaliers
were officially handed over to Kyrie
Irving after the departure of veteran
see NBA, page 14

