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Maura Ellis, a spokeswoman for the 
R.3. Reynolds T o b a a  Company, said 
the notion of a protest first amse last 
May, when about 1,500 Reyn~las work- 
ers drove to the capital to protest %hat. 
was then being billed as a $2-a-pack tax 
invrease. That June, she said, they 
furmed the Tobacco Action Coalition, 
now a group of about 2,000 wbacco 
workcrs arid smokers who, she said, 
~rganized taday' 6 rally. 

With some help, of course: Loril- 
lard's Grmsboro facbry and Philip 
M~tris's Richmond plant, which by it- 
self makes500 million cigarettes a day, 
were ail but idle ttodny. Fully 7,000 ot 
Richmund's 9,UOO Philip Morrib  work- 
ers baarded buses before sunrlse tcl 
attend the rally. 

A t  the big and rnustly deserted Reyn- 
ulds plant kn Winston-Salem, N,C, it 
was a day for clcaning and routine. 
maint.enmce, Ms. Ellis said. 

Rut smoking opponents are not get- 
ting dlc backhanded vicery of a dip i l l ,  

the nation's cigarette sap~ly. A Philip 
Morris official said prodhctlon would 
!)e increased on other Jaysto make up 
the shardall. "Our manufacturing 
planning team made the necessary ad- 
justrnents,to see that before or after, 
we could continue to meet our custom- 
ers' demand," said Jay S .  m l e ,  the 
companyasdirector of government and 
commmity relations. 

Attendance at. the rally was volurk- 
tary for most, if nor all the workers, but 
many, including .Philip Morris employ-, 
ees, *ere paid a:@y's wages for thei,r. 
appearance and b u d  to the capital at 
company wpens+:,: 

Whether it all wll? make any dlffer- 
efice )I Congress i s  not clear. Poiitioll 
sentiihenr has drifted steadily and 
quick!? "against smoking in recellt 
year~,ey& in some tobaciru-growing 
states.. MaryJand oific~als annuunced 
on Tucsdayitf@t the state had labeled 
smoking an'uccupational hazard arid 
pladned # ban cigarettes entirely from 
an workplaces in 60 days. 

A Beleaguered l n d u s t r ~  
The industry has been battered this 

winter bpa barrage ui  federal attacks 
on sm~klng, including suggeslions by 
the Fwd and Drug Administration that 
it will seek to regulate cigarettes for 
thc first time as  an addictive drug. 

One Republican legislator and a for- 
mer tobacco growcr, Senator Lauch 
Faircloth of Norrh Carolina. predicted 
in an interview today that my health 
plan approved by the Congrcss would 
cuntlin a tar smaller srnokcrs' tax, if 
any ar alS. And it is true that tobarm 
state lawmakers, many with years of 
senior~ty, hold cnormous pditical pow- 
er an Congrcss. 

But Mr. Clinton's proposal so far 
seems ro have rhe support of rhe two 
lawri~akers who count: Representative 
Dan Rustenkcwsk~ of Illinois, the s h a m  
man oi rhe House Ways and Means 
Cbmmirtce, and Senator Daniel Pat. 
rick Moynihan of New Yvrk, who heads 
the Senete Fi~ance ,  Committee, l'heii- 
panels are drafting the hcalth-care 
legislation that will eventually come to 
vutes on the House-and Senate flwrs. 

Indeed, rhe'jndustry's battle in the 
Finance Cirrnlhit~ee, if anything, is 
even tougher alter the raily. Among 
those trapped in traffic lams whea the 
cigarette marchers shut dawn Penn- 
sylvanla Ava'lue lndny was Mr. Muynj- 
han,  who was late to an apmintmcnc at 
the White House. 


