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The New York Times
March 16, 1894
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Maura Ellis, a spokeswoman for the
R.J. Reynolds Tobaceo Compuny, said
the notion of a protest first arose last
May, when ahout 1,500 Reynolds work-
ars drove to the capital to protest what
was then being billed ag a §2-a-pack tax;
invrease. That June, she said, they
farmed the Tobacce Action Coalition,
now a group. of abont 2000 tobacco
workers and smokers who, she said,
organized taday’s rally.

With some help, of course: Loril-
lard’'s Greensboro factory and Philip
Mortis’s Richmond plant, which by it-
self makes 500 million cigarastes a day,
were all but idie woday. Fully 7,000 of
Richmond's 9,900 Philip Morris werk-
ers hoarded huses before sunrise to
attend the rally.

At the big and mustly deserted Reyn-
olds plant in Winston-Sajer, M.C., it
waz a day for cleaning and routine.
maintenance, Ms. Ellis gaid.

R smoking opponents are not get-

ting the hackhanded viciery of a dip in,

the nation’s cigarette supply. A Philip
Morris official said prodaction wouid
he increased on other days to make up
the shortfall. “Qur manufacturing
planning team made the necessary ad-
justments ta See that before or after,
we could continue to meet our custom-
ers’ demand,” said Jay 5 Poole, the
company’s directar of government and
community relations,

Attendance at. the rally was \-olun~
rary for most, if not all the workers, but
many, including Fhilip Marris employ-,
ees, were puid a.4ay’s wages far their.
appearance and buséd 1o the eapital at
COmpany expense. -

Whether it all wnf make any differ-
ence in Congrass 5 not clear. Political
sentitfent has drifted steadily and
qulcklsr “against smoking in receht
years, even in some tobacco-growing
grates.. Maryland officials announced
on Tuesday;that the state had labeied
smoking an’occupational hazard and
planned 10 ban cigarettes entirely from
all workplaces in 60 days.

4 Beleaguered lndustry

The industry has been battered this
winter by. a barrage of Federal attacks
on sinokmng, including suggestions by
the Food and Drug Adminisiration that
it will seek to regulate cigarcttes for
the first time as an addictive drug,

One Republican legislater and a for-
mer wbacce grawer, Senator Lauch
Faireloth of North Carolina, predicted
in-an interview today that any health
plan approved by the Congress would
contain a far smaller smokers' tax, if
any at ail. And it is true that tobacco-
state lawmakers, many with years of
senjority, hold cnormous political pow-
er in Congress,

But Mr. Clintan’s propusal so far
Seams to have the suppart of the two
lawmakers who count: Representative
Dan Ruestenkowski of Minois, the chair-
man of the House Ways and Means
Committes, and Senator Daniej Pat.
rick Moynihan of New York, who heads
the Senate Finsnce Committee, Thelir
panels are drafiing the healith-care
legislation that will eventusliy comme to
voles on the Houseand Sehate flaors.

Indeed, the industry's battle in the
Finance "Commitiee, if anything, is
even tougher ajter the rajly, Among
those trapped it traffic jums when the
cigarette marchers shut down Penn-
sylvania Avenue tnday was Mr, Moyni-
han, who was late to an appointment at
the White House.




