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While I continue to find it hard to
believe that no one has written to say that
they find the Primary Source’s blind worship of Ronald Reagan even more offensive than TTLGBC chalkings, that isn’t
the reason for this letter. It is instead to try
to persuade you to give a little less coverage to the Reform Party (and, for that
matter, the Republican Party) and a little
more to the Libertarian Party and other
“third parties.” The Reform Party’s formation was a only slightly more complex
version of a rich kid in high school buying
friends and popularity. And, as for the
Republican Party, your comment that
Cybill Shepherd and Warren Beatty “are
no Ronald Reagans” is correct - I doubt
they have the ability to lie as successfully
and as often as did our former president.
While I haven’t been 100% pleased
with the national Libertarian Party, I am a
small-l libertarian and I certainly hope
that the Source’s fixation on the major
parties could perhaps turn to cover smaller
parties like the Libertarian Party and the
Conservative Party. In a nation where it’s
nearly impossible to tell a Democrat from

David Dames LA’01
"From the Editor" will return next issue.
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That thing on page 20 for real? [We
Swear We Are Not Making This Up, Vol.
XVIII, Issue 5] You guys are just making
fun of your own deluded selves, right?
You have a chance to keep thought around
here from becoming completely irrational, but instead you decide to match your
opponents, if you many who aren’t completely made up, delusion for delusion. I
suggest you take a look at a publication
run by some friends of mine that actually
has come under unnecessary fire for kkk
ties, etc. Stop your bitching. And thank
you for helping to keep racial politics
around here in the1970’s.

Tufts
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THE
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a Republican, and where the national
media touts the Reform Party as the only
viable alternative, one would hope that
college media would provide a fuller picture of the political scene. And I hope, in
the future, that you do.
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From the Elephant’s Mouth
☞ TUTV, that channel you don’t watch, falls into some “surplus”
money and upgrades to all digital equipment. Now their shows can
suck in higher resolution and with clearer sound... Live from
Medford, it’s THURSDAY NIGHT! No, wait—how about taped on
Friday morning? Bumbling TUTV producers broadcast a recorded
show during last week’s third episode of On Campus Live. We don’t
mind: it was definitely worth the wait ‘till midnight to see Senator
Michelle Shelton agree with everything that SOURCE Editor Craig
Waldman said... In related Shelton news, a Tuftonian with way too
much time on his hands used Michelle’s name to write nasty notes
in an online forum. Which is more pathetic: harassing Shelton or
impersonating a senator?... A Halloween party at the crafty Crafts
House features a room depicting Hell, wallpapered by SOURCE
covers. Who knew eternal damnation could look so good? Now we
can get back to raping and pillaging... Trustee Bernard Gordon
donates $20 million to Tufts Engineering School. Larry Harris take
note: This money could buy approximately 266 new projectors for
Film Series.
☞ But only two hundred patios.
☞ History of the World, Part Eleventeen: In a Viewpoint, Junior
Howard Wolke spews, “For some reason, people start hating each
other. The Babylonians hated the Persians; the Persians hated the
Greeks. And on and on.” And all this time we thought all those guys
in those big wars really liked each other... Here’s a post-Halloween
chiller: Wolke is a History major... A Daily headline declares
“Astronomy examines solar activity.” Future breaking news from
Tufts’ Newspaper of Nothing will include “Zoologists examine

animals” and “Women’s Studies Majors
examine Quarter Pounders With Cheese.”...
Leninist lemming Carl Jackson tells the Daily
“He [Dinesh D’Souza] comes from upperclass India. If people from Manhattan went to
India, I’m sure they would do well too.” Especially if these people got into the University of
New Delhi because they were white... It wasn’t
as biting as The Boondocks, but Steve Saffarewich’s latest Joe
Shmo had everyone at the SOURCE office laughing. If only the
Observer ran humor-check on its other student-drawn comics.
☞ Predictions: Swami Jumbo says that hundreds of Tufts students
who got meningitis vaccines will discover that they were injected
with heroin and line up outside Ballou to buy smack. And you
thought the administration would raise tuition to pay for that
fieldhouse... Film Series 2006 takes a field trip to Harvard Square to
recognize Light on the Hill Winner Dara Resnik play Janet in Rocky
Horror, and alum Brian Finkelstein throws bags of rice at her...
TEMS rushes to P-Row to rescue upchucking Spirit Coalition
members after they lose a Beirut challenge from overzealous cannon artists at Sigma Nu... Carl Jackson goes to India to speak about
Marxism. Indian overpopulation solved after mass suicides... Tufts
2119 Football Team breaks a centuries-old record: Longest Homecoming Game Losing Streak... In an ideal world, Medford 2001:
Mumia is toast, Rage Against the Machine goes conservative, and
a reunited Guns n’ Roses plays Spring Fling.
☞ THE ELEPHANT never forgets.

What happens when you cross Tufts administration with Windows98?
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Commentary
Thrown to the Lions

I

n the People’s Republic of China, members of a religious
movement called Falun Gong have been systemically rounded
up and arrested or set to “re-education” camps during the past
several weeks. The Communist government of the People’s
Republic asserts that this religious movement is a malicious
cult, which is “antisocial, antihuman, anti-science, and antigovernment.” The Falun Gong movement has attracted unforeseen and unprecedented popular support from the Chinese
people through its mystical teachings of cosmic healing and
salvation from a corrupt world. Membership in the Falun Gong
movement was declared illegal, but members have refused to
renounce their beliefs. Such opposition has forced the government to take more drastic measures to prevent the spread of this
religion.
The Communist government of China fears the political
potential of any movement with mass popular support. Any such
movement would be capable of challenging the totalitarian
authority of the Communist Party. Out of desperate self-preservation, the Communists have used the military and police power
at its disposal to crack down on the Falun Gong movement.
Falun Gong has no political teachings and its members seek only
to practice their mystical exercises in peace. The government
officially outlawed Falun Gong in response to a peaceful gathering of 10,000 members in Beijing. The government feared that
such a large gathering would have the potential to assert claims
for religious freedom.
A tyrannical government demanding strict allegiance, and
persecuting a religious movement that seeks only inner peace
and salvation—where in history has this occurred before? Such
was the historical beginning of Christianity. Christians suffered
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for their religious beliefs at the hands of the Romans just as
members of Falun Gong now suffer under the oppressive
Communist government of China. Christians and defenders of
liberty of all faiths should be incensed at China’s barbarous
treatment of individuals seeking to express their religious
beliefs and practice in peace.
It is highly indicative of the state of moral degeneration of
the Clinton Administration that while these gross human rights
violations are occurring, President Clinton is seeking to make
China a member of the World Trade Organization. For President Clinton the almighty dollar comes before even the most
fundamental human liberties. His ignorance of the persecution
of the Falun Gong movement not only overlooks a heinous
injustice, but also ignores the historical lessons of religious
liberty, to which he and a majority of Americans owe their
ability to practice faith.

A Step To The Wrong

A

nyone who attended Tufts Film Series’ production of The
Rocky Horror Picture Show this past Halloween would
agree: the show, despite its much-publicized glitches, was a
noble effort. The actors were in top form, the costumes elaborate, the traditional pre-show activities a laugh riot. But it
seemed that all some people were able to concentrate on were
those glitches, the largest of which was that Film Series’
fifteen-year-old projector broke down in the middle of the
film. The projector finally died after the end credits, leaving
Film Series defunct.
Who was to blame for these problems? Immediately,
fingers went pointing in all directions. Mostly, they belonged
to Dara Resnik. In her Daily column that Wednesday (“A
Rocky Horror,” 11/3/99), Dara launched a vitriolic assault on
Film Series (specifically
naming Rumormonger and
Rocky producer Brian
Finkelstein as the root of
all evil). Dara attacked “the
committee” (in reality, a
group of sleep-deprived
actors) who assembled the
bags of props sold to the
audience for the rock-bottom price of one dollar
each. The Daily darling
alleged that some bags contained “nothing but a party
hat,” a statement which is
simply not true. Dara continued, bitterly denouncing Film Series for “allowing” such problems to occur, neglecting the fact that
Film Series had no way of
knowing that their projec-

tor would choose that particular
evening to expire.
Of course, Film Series knew that
their projector was going to die: that’s
why they’d been petitioning the TCU
Senate for the funding for a new projector for nearly half a decade prior to
Rocky Horror. The Senate denied
these requests—even after the discovery of the quarter of a million
dollars that just happened to be lying
around. Senators preferred to piddle
their surplus away on worthless
projects like the Hotung patio, ignoring the pleas of Film Series and leaving one of Tufts’ most popular student organizations without the ability
to program, or provide a service to
the rest of the campus.
The surplus is gone, and the Senate is broke again (although they still manage to spend what
little money they have left like it was going out of style). The
Senate hopes to help Film Series repair their existing equipment,
cheerily ignoring the fact that the projector is, for all intents and
purposes, irreparable.
Sort of like Dara’s reputation.

directly contradict the Commander in Chief of the military, it
seems clear that he understands fundamental aspects of the
Chinese government that the rest of the current administration
does not. No matter how much money the Chinese donate to
political campaigns in the United States, China is a force that is
hostile to United States interests, and the Chinese leadership
understands neither diplomacy nor clemency, but only brute
military force.

Taking The Hard Line

A

ccording to Admiral Dennis Blair, Commander-in-Chief of
the U.S. Pacific Command, the United States needs to
deploy a theater missile defense system in the Pacific to counter
Chinese and North Korean threats to United States troops. This
marks the first time that a senior U.S. military official has
specified theater missile defense objectives. In doing so, Admiral
Blair may anger our Chinese “friends,” but he has taken the right
step in acknowledging that protecting our American military
personnel in the field should be one of the military’s highest
priorities.
For those who support the efforts of Taiwan and Tibet to
achieve independence from China, it should be known that China
is already starting to deploy approximately 600 short-range
missiles within striking distance of Taiwan. Admiral Blair has
bravely stated that the United States should help Taiwan build a
missile defense system in order to protect itself against these
missiles. Predictably, the Chinese are against such a move, and
they oppose any type of missile defense system located in the
Pacific region.
Many people inside the Clinton administration have extended their hands to the Chinese leadership without caring
whether China extends a hand back. Recently, two People’s
Liberation Army colonels published a book stating that China
should use “unrestricted warfare” in a conflict with the United
States. This would include both biological and nuclear weapons.
While Admiral Blair is constrained by the fact that he cannot

Ending Race

T

here was good news for affirmative action opponents on
November 9, 1999—Governor Jeb Bush of Florida signed an
executive order ending race and ethnicity as factors in admissions
decisions at Florida’s universities. He also ended quotas in state
contracting decisions. While ending racial preferences at Florida’s
universities, Bush endorsed the idea that state universities should
take all students who finish in the top twenty percent of their class.
Governor Bush, unlike so many politicians these days, has
made good on his campaign pledges. The elimination of preferences based upon race is simply his most recent accomplishment.
And lest one is inclined to believe that Bush’s executive order is
simply his own personal view, a recent poll of Floridians shows
that they favor ending racial preferences by an almost 2 to 1
majority. What is more, even democrats are agreeing with Bush
that the time to try something new has come. State Senator Daryl
Jones, a Democrat from South Dade, commented “It has some
great concepts in it. I’ve seen a lot of good intentions, but what I
have not seen is the leadership required to make the difference in
implementation. I hope this governor has what it takes to do that.
It’s impressive, and I think the governor is very sincere.’’ One
cannot help but agree, Florida has found a strong leader who is
committed to equality for all. Hopefully, come 2000, the country
will find the same type of man in the Office of the President of the
United States.
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Fortnight in Review

SM

Comedy is allied to Justice.
—Aristophanes

PS Ohio State Senator Eric Fingerhut wants to use a juvenile
justice bill that would make failing to keep firing arms away
from children a misdemeanor offense. Penalties for this offense include a $500 fine, a mandatory seminar on gun safety,
and dead children.

PS In Idaho, officials at the Boise National Forest support
changing the names of five geographic areas that contain the
term “squaw,” believing it offensive to women and Native
Americans. As a result, one national park in Idaho will be
rechristened Running Bitch Preserve.

PS The Texas Board of Education voted to raise the phonics
requirement in first-grade textbooks from 51% to 80%. We
should try this on Chip Gidney.

PS The North Carolina Department of Transportation plans PS South Dakota Law Enforcement Officials have added stun
to build three large tunnels beneath a 30-mile stretch of
highway in the eastern part of the state so bears and other
migratory mammals can pass safely under the road. Texas is
considering a similar proposal to build a series of tunnels
under the Rio Grande so illegal immigrants can pass safely
under the river.

PS New York Governor George Pataki ordered the state
Department of Environmental Conservation to reduce the
amount of gasoline additives allowed in water supplies on sites
on Long Island. Drinking the contaminated water may result in
increased desires to purchase a Jeep, wear overpriced clothing,
and talk with an annoying accent.

PS The feline version of typhoid fever is sweeping through
Albuquerque shelters, killing hundreds of homeless cats. Kee
Kar Lau has already initiated a massive rescue airlift effort.

grenades and non-lethal shotguns to help them keep order at a
Sioux Falls juvenile prison. None of this would have been
necessary if the warden hadn’t called the inmates “squaws.”

PS Top Ten Reasons Our Course Reviews Are Better Than The
Senate’s
10. Our keen eye for coppy editing
9. Senate reviews are prejudiced against the computer illiterate
8. SOURCE reviews are prejudiced against the politically illiterate
7. No Fortnight alongside Senate reviews
6. No temptation to stop choosing courses to download porn
5. Senate rating stops at 1; Norm Daniels’ class is worth –4
4. Professors read ours
3. Senators read ours
2. You are reading ours
1. Larry Harris has vowed never to submit a S OURCE course
review even if we kidnap his first-born child.

PS However, the restaurant is warning its employees to wear PS A federal grand jury indictment alleges that a nationwide
rubber gloves while preparing General Gao’s “Chicken.”

PS One hundred sixty people who sought psychiatric treatment at a hospital in Alaska last year could not be admitted
because there were no beds for them. Thankfully, a makeshift
igloo psych ward was quickly constructed.

PS A federal program will spend $544,383 over the next five
years to entice Colorado teen-agers to avoid pre-marital sex
and make it “cool to be a virgin.” Several critics of the program
suggest that to prevent young Colorado residents from having
pre-marital sex, the government should urge teens to join local
Men Against Violence programs.

PS The State of Connecticut is suing Terminix for more than
5,000 violations of state environmental laws. Failures of the
nation’s largest pest-control firm include misuse of pesticides,
falsifying records and permitting Joe Lieberman to live on state
property.

PS An Iowa pro-life group announced plans to open a center
across the street from a Planned Parenthood clinic. Officials
from both sides say they expect a peaceful co-existence.
Except, of course, for the bombing and baby killing.
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prostitution ring based in Billings, Montana recruited underage girls and kept them in line with beatings and threats. This
ruling leaves us wondering how else we’re supposed to keep
our underage prostitutes from acting up.

PS Michigan state legislators have created a bill that would
outlaw sexual relationships between mental health providers
and their patients and clergy and their parishioners. Catholic
clergy breathed a sigh of relief when the bill failed to mention
anything about altar boys.

PS A 69-year-old New Jersey man tried to sell a homemade,
100-foot-range flame-thrower for ten grand. He got thrown in
jail instead. The NRA is defending the man’s right to set New
Jerseyites on fire.

PS A Wichita coroner is fighting for his job after harassing
employees and delaying thirty-seven autopsies—for several
months. In his defense, the coroner asserted, “Well, jeez... it’s
not like they were going anywhere.”

PS Honolulu educators are being trained to spot disguised
weapons that students are attempting to smuggle onto school
grounds. Hey, you never know what’s under those grass skirts.

PS A Pennsylvania State Senator is fighting to ban the use of

PS One proposed amendment to the Texas Baptists’ statement

cell phones while driving, following the recent death of a twoyear-old due to such an incident. Cell phone advocates are
quick to point out the kid shouldn’t have been driving in the
first place.

of faith is believed by some to be euphemism for women’s
subservience. In defense of the amendment, one Texas Baptist
said, “We believe that God created men and women as equals,
exceptin’ when I ain’t got no clean shirts for tomorrow.”

PS North Dakota’s coal industry is financing a study to see if PS Four Louisiana death-row inmates attempted to escape
children living near mines are more likely to have breathing
problems such as asthma. The study has not yet formally
begun, but preliminary reports are indicating “duh.”

PS This just in: new findings indicate the respiratory disorders are caused by “Coal Miner’s Lung” brand cigarettes. Let’s
get those bastards.

prison and float across the Mississippi on a mattress—but
were foiled before they even left the pen. Their biggest mistake
was attempting to leave the prison by saying, “Nothing but us
walking, talking mattresses here.”

PS ‘Huckleberry Finn’ has since been indefinitely pulled
from the shelves of the prison library.

PS Aspiring substitute teachers in Albuquerque can breathe PS The State of Minnesota claims that thousands of hunters
a sigh of relief—the job is much easier to come by now that
only two years of college are required, thanks to a shortage in
subs. All the four-year grads have moved on to the incredibly
prestigious job of permanent New Mexico public school teacher.

are committing fraud by claiming to be disabled, thus allowing
them to shoot from their trucks and kill both male and female
deer. The state is forgiving this offense as long as it leads to the
Artist Formerly Known as Prince being hunted for sport.

PS The NAACP is calling for a boycott of the entire state of PS An 18-year-old girl who lost both legs and all her fingers
South Carolina until the Confederate flag is removed from
atop the Statehouse. Upon receiving word of the boycott,
South Carolina legislators responded, “It worked!”

PS The police department and middle school of Warren,
Massachusetts will share a $48,000 grant from the U.S. Justice
Department to study the extent of bullying and how to stop it.
The Justice Department forced the middle school to conduct
the study after giving wedgies to each member of the town
school board.

PS West Virginians will be able to file their state income tax
returns over the Internet next year, assuming that they know
what one is.

PS In other not-the-real-Virginia news, the lawyers of a West
Virginian man who started a fire that killed five people are
using a mental deficiency excuse. Prosecutors are quick to
point out that he rubbed those two sticks together like a pro.

PS The government of Lincoln, Nebraska is investigating a
nasty, smelly, milky-white slick that has appeared on a river
near a Kawasaki factory. The company responded by saying
that severe pollution was a small price to pay for the thrill of
riding a Jet-Ski.

PS The Boulder Human Relations Commission will soon be
considering a proposal that would make it illegal to discriminate against transgendered people in employment. Maybe it’s
us, but the only guy in makeup we’d buy hamburgers from is
Ronald McDonald.

to bacterial meningitis is suing her mother and stepfather,
claiming they squandered more than $100,000 in donations
intended for her. The victim alleges that without the contributions,
she didn’t have a leg to stand on.

PS The Organized Crime Unit of Memphis, whose funding
comes from seized drug money, has been accused of keeping
poor records, with thousands of dollars unaccounted for. Apparently they don’t call them the Organized Crime Unit for
nothing.

PS Top Ten Things For Which We Are Thankful
10. Turkey and other delicious meats, such as liberals
9. Dara Resnik’s columns
8. Online anti-S OURCE rants that we can [sic]
7. The freedom to purchase supermodel ova online
6. Open-minded Jumbos who submit course reviews
5. Extended T hours
4. “White male capitalists” like Bernard Gordon
3. Dean Reitman’s commitment to freedom of speech and
CENSORED
2. Dinesh D’Souza’s ethnic immunity
1. Larry Harris has vowed never to submit a S OURCE course
review even if we kidnap his first-born child.

CORRECTIONS
In last issue's Daily parody, one line incorrectly stated "The
content of editorials, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons, and
graphics all reflect the opinion of Lauren Heist, who hates anybody and
everybody." It apparently should have read "Dara Resnik." The
SOURCE apologizes for any inconvenience this may have caused.
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One of America's foremost affirmative action debaters
speaks at Tufts—but will students listen?

Deconstructing
Dinesh
by Joshua Martino

E

ight years ago, Dinesh D’Souza made
his first trip to Tufts. He recalls the visit
vividly in the preface to his best-selling
book Illiberal Education. D’Souza remembers attempting to conduct a discussion on
Affirmative Action only to be repeatedly
interrupted by two African American students who rattled chains
that they had brought to
the lecture. After his address, a professor asked
D’Souza if he could use
his lecture as an example
of clinical racism. Last
Wednesday, D’Souza returned to Walnut Hill.
Third in a series of Affirmative Action speakers,
he was the only guest lecturer to speak in opposition to this divisive political issue. Many suspected that the reaction to
his lecture would be a significant litmus test of
Tufts’ attitudes towards
race.
Former Senior Domestic Policy Advisor for President Reagan, D’Souza boldly
stated that there is no need for racially
biased admissions and hiring practices in
the United States. Many African American
leaders—and for that matter liberals of all
races—assert that institutional racism compels universities and employers to practice
Affirmative Action; D’Souza said that this
racism does not exist. He challenged his
audience to find examples of this exclusionary hatred at Tufts. Is there a bigot in Admissions conspiring to keep out black and
Latino students, he asked?
Institutional racism on the national level
is also a fallacy, asserted D’Souza. While
Mr. Martino is a sophomore who has not
yet declared a major.

accurately measures academic merit regardless of race, yet not all groups achieve the
same success. He continued by insisting
that on every possible academic test, from
kindergarten to graduate school, national
averages would show that whites and Asians
outperform blacks and Latinos. Like racism, D’Souza said, merit can create inequality.
What is the cause of this schism in
national test scores? D’Souza spoke of two
traditional explanations. The first is the antiquated belief that there are natural or biological differences between races. He dismissed this controversial idea, which was
made famous by the 1994 book The Bell
Curve. The second explanation is that hatred and societal oppression create a disadvantaged minority and manufacture racial
differences that would not exist otherwise.
This is the liberal reasoning behind Affirmative Action, but D’Souza responded by
pointing to statistics that show that poor
whites still outperform upper-middle-class
blacks on standardized tests. When he dismissed this explanation, several members
of the Barnum Hall audience mumbled in
disgust.
D’Souza attributed the racial gap in test
scores to cultural or behavioral differences.
He suggested that African American culture does not place as much importance

supporters of Affirmative Action defend
racial preferences by reminding America of
its history of slavery and segregation,
D’Souza argued that these misdeeds are
historically universal. He pointed out that
Asian, African, and Native American cultures enslaved other human beings. In fact,
only in the West is there
a tradition of principled
opposition to slavery.
According to D’Souza,
this explains differing
opinions on race between
today’s non-white immigrants and minority
groups that have lived in
the United States for
many generations. To the
immigrants who came
from Asia to the United
States after the
Civil Rights
movement, racism was only a
minor roadblock to achieving a piece of the American dream.
D’Souza claimed that because African Americans endured the suffering of slavery and the injustice
of second-class citizenship, they
believe today that residues of racism can only be defeated through a
system of preferences, such as Affirmative Action.
The reason the United States
appears to be a racist society is that
the nation is overrun by inequality.
D’Souza cited the Scholastic Aptitude Test as an example. Scores on
this nationally administered exam
are significantly higher for white
students than for black students.
Therefore, many people have declared that the SAT is a “racist”
Dinesh D'Souza, renowned debater of
test. No so, said D’Souza; the SAT
affirmative action policy.
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upon educational success as white culture.
In fact, oftentimes African Americans scorn
members of their community that succeed
in the white academic world, labeling these
individuals “Uncle Toms.” Indeed, many
role models for young African Americans
are athletes like Michael Jordan, who have
been extremely prosperous for reasons other
than academic success. He said that perhaps
African American culture pushes blacks
away from pursuing a lifestyle that one
needs to succeed in the United States.
After his lecture, TCU Senator Anoop
Swaminath asked D’Souza to explain how
being an Asian Indian affected his personal success. This provided the speaker
the opportunity to use his race as a counterpoint to the African American example, as
he claimed that Indian American culture
traditionally emphasized education and
strong family structure. Even within the
African American demographic, said
D’Souza, certain ethnic groups, such as
Nigerians and West Indians, have overcome any supposed racial hindrances to
achieve cultural prosperity. Whites and
blacks, now equal before the law, are separated economically and scholastically by
distinct cultural differences. Ironically, it
may be these ethnic differences, the
multicultural diversity that is championed
by the academic left-wing, that are cause
of what modern society calls racism.
D’Souza concluded by explaining that
Affirmative Action is ineffective because
this policy does not benefit disadvantaged
minorities nor does it punish those who
created the obstacles to their achievement.
Blacks and Latinos who are hired by corporations for the sake of diversity usually
find little opportunity for advancement.
He claimed that because of equal opportunity hiring practices, companies created
middle and lower management positions,
even entire departments, specifically for
minority employees. These jobs offer workers very little hope for advancement within
the corporate bureaucracy. The solution,
said D’Souza, is investment in human capital. He defined this as taking money from
Affirmative Action programs and improving public schools and teaching entrepreneurial skills. One solution he offered was
school vouchers, which he insisted create
competition between public and private
schools and lead to educational progress.
Education, said D’Souza, is the key to selfbetterment for individuals and groups, not

demanding special privileges lest “we rectify the sins of the past by repeating them.”
D’Souza spoke to an audience of about
60 Tufts students for about an hour. His
lecture, cosponsored by the Tufts Republicans and the Intercollegiate Studies Institute, was clear and to the point. He was
articulate, understandable, and displayed
a keen sense of humor. Perhaps his only
fault as a speaker was his honesty. Eschewing the patronizing sensitivity with
which Tufts students are accustomed to
being treated, D’Souza approached his
contentious topic head on. He later confessed that he was able to speak so freely
because of his ethnic immunity, admitting, “a white guy couldn’t say the things
I have said.”
When he opened up his lecture to
questions from the audience, D’Souza was
met by a blitzkrieg of animosity. Freshman Senator Carl Jackson spoke for several minutes (without asking a question),
and asserted that Affirmative Action gave
minorities the opportunity to create human capital. D’Souza replied that Affirmative Action gives minorities a “foot in
the door,” but can never truly promote
self-improvement because there is no need
for blacks or Hispanics to perform as well
as whites. This is because, he said, there
are preferences that assure that mediocrity
for minorities is acceptable from high
school through the job market. D’Souza
said that he believed that an African American student does not have to work as hard
as a white student to get into graduate
school. “That’s B.S.,” cried Senate Co-

parliamentarian Alethea Pieters from the
back of the room. Other audience members agreed.
One Hispanic woman was concerned
that even though she performed better
than many of her white counterparts on
tests and in high school, D’Souza’s speech
might cause other people to believe she
was accepted because of race, not her
outstanding merit. D’Souza maintained
that Affirmative Action policies themselves are at the root of such beliefs, because they create an artificial distinction
between races. He continued, attesting that
merit was indeed a factor in her admission, and the admission of other minority
students; why else, he asked, would the
university actively select the black and
Hispanic students with the highest SAT
scores?
Regrettably, many students in the audience took the speaker’s intellectual challenge as an insult. A well-known lecturer
and author on matters of race and Affirmative Action, D’Souza came to campus as
an expert who professed an unpopular
opinion. He has spoken to Congress and
debated Jesse Jackson numerous times
about the subject of his Tufts speech. Instead of using the opportunity to ask challenging questions, several students came
to the lecture with intent to prove D’Souza
wrong. Any speaker, liberal or conservative, ought to be given so much respect as
not to be barked at by self-assured
undergrads. Eight years later, some Tufts
students still do not like to listen to opin❑
ions with which they disagree.

Mr. D'Souza poses with members of the Tufts Republicans.
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Notable Harvard scholar makes speech at Tufts!
Was it worth the T token?

The Miseducation
of Christopher Edley
by Sam Dangremond

T

he Affirmative Action debate officially
kicked off its latest round here at Tufts
on Tuesday, November 2nd, with a lecture
by Harvard professor Christopher Edley Jr.,
entitled “Affirmative Action: The Battle
Over American Values and Dreams.” As
former advisor to President Clinton and
author of Not All Black and White: Affirmative Action, Race, and American Values,
Edley took a pro-Affirmative Action stance,
although not directly. Rather, by discussing
situations of racial discrimination and statistics about racial income gaps, Edley inferred that Affirmative Action was the solution to these problems.
Professor Edley stated that in an informed debate it is essential to “search for
the kernel of truth in the opposition,” so that
is where this debate shall begin. It is entirely
true, as the statistics Professor Edley quoted
show, that African-Americans do not enjoy
economic prosperity equal to that of whites.
African-Americans have lower mean incomes and lower levels of savings. It is also
entirely true that African-Americans score
statistically lower than whites on the SATs
and many other standardized tests. There
are disparities between African-Americans
and whites. The question is: why?
Professor Edley insinuated that the answer to this question was that racism and
discrimination exist and impact the lives of
African-Americans. However, when directly asked by Senate Co-Parliamentarian
Jesse Levey if these disparities were caused
by discrimination, Professor Edley became
very defensive, saying, “don’t put words in
my mouth.” Edley spoke of discrimination
and he spoke of Affirmative Action, but he
was unwilling to speak of the connection
between the two. Presumably, if discrimination against African-Americans is the
cause of such disparity, then Affirmative
Mr. Dangremond is a freshman majoring
in Chemical Engineering.

Action is needed to correct it. Yet Professor
Edley, one of the principal champions of
Affirmative Action, refused to say just that.
The unstated assumption that Edley
made in order to conclude that Affirmative
Action is necessary was that equality of
opportunity naturally results in equality of
outcome. This assumption could not be
more faulty or dangerous. Here in the
United States of America the right to the
opportunity to share in America’s wealth is
unwaveringly cherished. The right to a share
of America’s wealth is not. Equal opportunity does not necessarily guarantee equal
outcome, and therefore the lack of equal
outcome does not imply a lack of equal
opportunity. To assume that African-Americans do not have equal economic opportunity because they do not enjoy equal economic prosperity is to confuse the means
with the ends.
Edley did more damage with his speech,
however, than he would have caused by
simply spreading false assumptions. As an
African-American who has been successful
both academically and politically, Edley
has the potential to serve as a role model to
the African-American community. However, the attitudes that he promotes by supporting Affirmative Action are counterproductive to that community’s best interests.
Edley talked extensively about the “subtle
racism” that he feels pervades our society.
Calling this discrimination “all too
real…even though it may be so subtle that
it’s difficult to detect,” Edley sees racism
around every corner and lurking in every
shadow. The message that this sends to the
African-American community is not one of
empowerment, but rather that they are oppressed, whether they are aware of it or not,
and so they are in need of Affirmative
Action to succeed in life. To rely on government policies rather than individual achievement is exactly the attitude that hinders
prosperity.
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Not only does this attitude impede the
economic goals for which Edley claims to
be striving for, but it also creates factional
racial conflict. For leaders of the AfricanAmerican community to say that “subtle
racism” exists is to promote distrust and
hostility towards those labeled subtle racists. This results in animosity from both
sides, preventing different racial communities from coming together to actually solve
their problems. The creation of “ethnic conclaves” like Tufts’ culture houses, results
from a self-imposed “separate but equal”
approach to racial interaction. Rather than
free intermingling, mutual distrust and separation arises when “subtle racism” is suspected behind daily interactions between
races.
Professor Edley was unwilling to give a
direct justification of Affirmative Action, content only to state that inequality exists and that
therefore discrimination and racism are rampant (yet “subtle”). African-American leaders
should do more than simply agitate for government regulations: they should encourage
those qualities that will truly help AfricanAmericans as a whole to achieve socioeconomic equality. When the fundamental ideas
behind Affirmative Action are honestly examined, it is seen that they do anything but
help. Thus, the attitudes promoted by Affirmative Action do not result in equality and
shared diversity in a multiracial community,
but in separate, distrustful and economically
❑
unequal communities.

Would you buy a used
social policy from this man?

A Very
SOURCE Thanksgiving
Quick! Someone fetch the Sociology ➨
Department! These white people are having
too much fun on this holiday of oppression!
Especially Grandpa! Is he smiling, or does
he just have gas? The horror of it all! Think
of the Native Americans! Oh, won't
somebody think of the Native Americans?
They gave up their lives! Not to mention
their corn!
Mmmm... corn...

Ooooooooooh... a yummy Oxfam Thanksgiving! Would
you like some a capella with that gruel? Or perhaps sample
our selection of naturally-flavored dirt?

➨

➨
Look! It's our Thanksgiving
turkey! But what's he doing to
that bird?! We always
suspected fowl play in
the Clinton White
House. Hey buddy...
get your hands
off that breast!
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Friends, Jumbos, Countrymen....Send Us Your E-mails!

THE PRIMARY SOURCE
Course Reviews 1999
C

ompetition cannot help but yield a better product.
This theory, a fundamental tenet of conservative philosophy,
has worked for the auto industry, the postal service, and long
distance providers, to name a few.
On the Tufts campus, however, actions are taken to minimize
competition between student groups. When groups submit their
constitutions to the TCU Judiciary, they are scrutinized for any type
of similarity to avoid rivalry. Rightfully so—the campus is indubitably too small for the proliferation of numerous daily newspapers,
black a cappella groups, or mountain clubs. In this way, the TCU
is scrupulous with the distribution of its student activities fee, and
encourages students to work together in the pursuit of common
goals and interests. It also realizes that the student body is only so
large, and has limited resources—there are only so many performance and convocation spaces, and students have only seven
nights a week in which to attend club meetings, performances, and
events.
There are cases, however, where two campus groups will
attempt to provide the same service to the student body. Contrary to
conservative principle, however, this competition does not provide
a superior product to the Tufts community. Instead, it wastes
paper and time, and more importantly, keeps campus organizations from productivity.
This year, the SOURCE and TCU Senate square off in
a battle of course evaluation guides. Both groups have a
tradition of providing the campus with a an account of
student opinion. Until this year, the senate produced an
elaborate grid of numeric ratings, which it procured
from the official university course evaluation forms.
Senators spent hour upon hour compiling the numbers
into a publishable (and quasi-understandable) form.
The result was a magazine-like publication,
with the aspects of courses quantified on
a 1-to-5 scale. This year, the senate
went online—transferring the same
mystifying and uninformative grid
from the printed page to the academic web-server.
The SOURCE has also had a
history of providing a course
review guide. We solicit course
reviews from every member
of the campus through
postering, chalking, and word
of mouth, and publishe every

14 THE PRIMARY SOURCE, NOVEMBER 18, 1999

50-to-250-word review submitted. Shying away from numbers, the
SOURCE encourages students to publish their own subjective reviews
of professors, courses, and departments, and includes them in an
issue published prior to registration. This system is an important part
of our motto, veritas sine dolo (truth without sorrow), and is an ideal
use of the pages in Tufts’ Voice of Reason. The SOURCE was recently
granted buffer funding from the TCU Allocations Board (ALBO) in
order to expand our course reviews section. In a unanimous vote, the
Senate approved the request; as the SOURCE Course Review Guide is
a service to the entire TCU.
Instead of letting The PRIMARY SOURCE publish the sole campus
Course Review Guide, the Senate continues to pursue its own course
evaluation interests. This year, they instituted a Forum section in
their online course evaluation guide, an addition which has many
professors concerned. The Senate maintains that it monitors the
content of this online guide, but surely senators have more
productive ways to spend their time thanpatrolling the forum twentyfour hours per day.
Why is such competition necessary? The Source advertises its
Course Review Guide to the entire campus, includes reviews from
any member of the campus, and publishes in a manner
accessible to all members of the TCU. It is a waste of the
Senate Education Committee’s time and money to
attempt to provide this same service. The Education committee already has its hands full
reading and evaluating tenure requests, considering course requirements, and sitting on
student-faculty committees.
Surely, we elected our
senators in the hope that
they would make progress
in the pursuit of academic excellence, and not merely comment on procedures already in place.
There are far too many academic concerns
(faculty hiring, overextended departments, and
distribution requirements, to name a few) to
warrant such a gratuitous waste of Senate resources.
This said, please enjoy the 1999 issue of
the Source Course Review Guide. We hope you
find it entertaining and informative—the perfect
❑
complement to your $17,000.00 semester.
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Disclaimer: This section of THE PRIMARY SOURCE has been constructed from course reviews submitted
by individual students. Opinions expressed in these reviews do not necessarily represent the views of
the SOURCE, its editors, or its contributors. Proceed with caution: contents are highly honest.
Arabic
Lerning Arabic is no more difficult than learning any other
non-romance language. Mohammed Alwan, who teaches Arabic
1, is a kind and understanding instructor who moves at a reasonable
pace. The class and professor are quite laid-back—Alwan usually
grades using “good” or “OK,” and is subjective but generous with
the final grade.

siasm and knowledge to her students—it’s no wonder so many of
her undergraduates become Child Development majors.
Though requiring a hefty time commitment, “The Social and
Personal Development of the Young Child” is an excellent
investment in one’s education. Professor Donald Wertlieb is
reticent to use class time as a regurgitation of text-based concepts,
so keeping on top of the required reading is a must. Instead, he
invests heavily in applying concepts to real-life situations and uses
Anthropology
the two allotted extended blocks as opportunity to share ideas and
Teacher to 250 students each semester, Anthropology profes- opinions. Though students will notice his clear affection for the
sor Stephen Bailey concerns himself more with fostering personal “stress and coping paradigm” and the concept of “developmental
popularity among undergraduates and useless TAs than with actual lines,” Wertlieb provides a holistic and eclectic approach to develinstruction. He commands a well-known someone-here-has-AIDS- opment. Instead of supplying his own opinions on child-rearing, he
and-doesn’t-know-it “lecture,” but never starts on time and often encourages students to come up with their own creative solutions
ends class well beyond the official limit. His exams have included to problems; everything from dealing with a pair of rambunctious
questions not covered in lectures, and if you are looking for a little twelve-year-olds to facilitating mother-child attachment. Weekly
compassion, you had best try your luck with a TA—they may be recitations are of limited usefulness, but time spent outside of class
useless, but at least they are not heartless. Bailey’s “Physical with one’s small group will help to solidify concepts and identities
Anthropology” could use more organization and a more refined from the text. For any student interested in children, or planning on
theme. The course begins with introductory high school biology someday becoming a parent, Child Development 61 provides an
and needs to focus more on the
excellent foundation.
actual evolutionary and anthroA first opinion: Often, Tufts
nthropology professor Stephen Bailey shows
pological aspect. If you’re lookthat indoctrination is more
ing to actually learn something,
important than teaching. Such is
concerns himself more with fostering
take Bio 14, which covers
case with the entire profespersonal popularity among undergraduates the
roughly the same stuff. If you
sorship of Calvin “Chip”
and useless TAs than with actual instruction. Gidney. We are thankful that he
just want to fill your science requirements, bring a crossword to
He commands a well-known someone-here- does not preach his political ideclass, and be prepared to meticuology in his classroom, however,
has-AIDS-and-doesn’t-know-it “lecture,” but Gidney does take every opportulously read the text the night before the exam.
nity to call for the censorship of
never starts on time and often ends class
this magazine, as well as anywell beyond the official limit.
Chemistry
thing else he haphazardly decrees
Only in his second year of
“offensive.” His expertise in “lanteaching after earning his degree from MIT and still teaching only guages” stems only from illegitimate dialects like Ebonics. His
the introductory courses, Christopher Morse has already proven subject matter is inherently political and one-sided. While there is
that he is a fantastic professor. His enthusiasm and commitment to no place for someone of Gidney’s useless knowledge in our
teaching are obvious—in fact, he is one of the few professors (if not academic environment, the classes that he does teach are, at the
the only professor) in the department who forgoes research in order very least, fun.
to focus on teaching. This may someday prevent him from gaining
A second opinion: If you take Child Development 155, “Dea tenured position, which would be a true loss to the University, velopment of Language,” you will be awed by the body of
especially its undergraduates.
knowledge possessed by the so-called “socio-linguist”. Professor
Gidney’s talents lie not only in his linguistic mastery (his knowlChild Development
edge of countless languages), but in his ability to relate aspects of
You could pick no better introductory course than Child child development and linguistic theory to his students. Though a
Development 1, Introduction to Child Development, taught by large class composed of both graduate students and undergraduMaryanne Wolf. Professor Wolf bubbles over with enthusiasm for ates, Gidney manages to maintain an informal and entertaining
her subject matter, and is constantly coming up with inventive ways classroom climate. It is easy to see that a great deal of preparation
to engage her students. Though a large lecture course, Professor is put into the interactive lectures, which are peppered with perWolf makes a genuine effort to be on a first name basis with each sonal anecdotes, video clips and overheads. A great deal of reading
of her students. The class requires a moderate amount of reading, is required for the course, from the theories of Noam Chomsky to
and exams are relatively easy, thanks to Wolf’s informative lec- case studies of individual linguistic development. However, Protures. Professor Wolf successfully transmits her contagious enthu- fessor Gidney handles the abundance of information with aplomb

A
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COURSES WE'D
Education 674 – Modesty in Education
Introduction to the theory that today’s students are
sophisticated enough to form their own opinions. Course will
focus upon the exclusion of political rhetoric from apolitical
class lectures. Examination of trendy, PC topics discouraged.
Prerequisite: Know your role.

History 369 – Continuity in Twentieth Century Caucasian History
An interdisciplinary discussion of the contributions of
very, very white people to global culture. Works addressed in
this course by Fred Astaire, Jimmy Buffett, Ron Howard and
the guy who played Skipper on Gilligan’s Island. Themes will
include the relationship between melanin deprivation and
rhythm deficiency. Once enrolled students may study abroad—
Tufts in Oxford recommended. Prospective students must
own a Beach Boys album.

Romance Languages 443 – Interm
Bee do ska ba deep doo wa. Skidd
bo bay ding dang dong doo. Skap ba
de diddledy bop ma doodie ooh da bop
bop ba diddledly ba da ba da ba dum d
dope. Zum zum zum dee dee do do. Bo
bee diddly o cha wang. Zoop a deep
bay. Skap a diddly a bop a bay brid
dango doo. Jip jap jangle doo waa!

Sociology 38 - Taking Back the Ma
tions of "Euro Trash"
This course will give students an in-de
discrimination and hostility visted up
Hardships such as renewing one's leas
finding competent domestic help, and t
cult journey to the Copley Plaza shop
will be explored. Constructs of minorit
be examined, as well as major contr
movement, including (but not limited
Dolce & Gabbana, Prada and Fendi. Ca
be examined during frequent class trips
tional House, and group social behavior
to Axis and Karma.

World Civilizations 19 – Perspectives on Canadian Civilization
Comparative study of Canada, its history and ideologies. Specific topics to be addressed include the
the Molson brewery, the impact of the NHL, and Alanis Morissette, Bryan Adams and other failures of Can
Students will study films by Mike Myers and read theatrical works by Terrance and Phillip. The instructo
question: how has Canadian culture impacted our global village, eh?
Prerequisite: Ability to name all five Kids in the Hall
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LIKE TO SEE

mediate Scat
dy diddy bop
dap de doop
p da diddledy
dum dibby do
op a waa waa
anoop da do
ddy o bongo

Physical Education 338 – Physical Health
through the Forearms
This course should improve students’ physiological condition by combining controlled breathing with wrist and lower arm development. Students
will become proficient at four basic strokes, concentrate on ambidexterity and also learn proper postexercise cleanup routine. Fifty dollar lab fee goes
towards after-workout towelettes, conditioning lotion and photographic assistance. All male undergraduates encouraged to register.

all: Construc-

epth look at the
on this group.
se on a BMW,
the long, diffipping complex
ty identity will
ributors to the
d to) Armani,
ase studies will
s to the Internar through visits

e foundation of
nadian culture.
or will pose the

Music 63 – Metal and Society
A study of the cultural context of heavy metal music. Discussions will cover the
impact of pyrotechnic technology, traditions in mosh dancing, and consideration
of amplifiers that go to eleven. Learning modes will include headbanging, signing
the beast and stage-to-crowd propulsion. Study of works by Hetfield, Osbourne,
Tyler and Bach.
Prerequisite: Biology 188 – Inner Ear Care
Music 69 – Rap and Yo Mama
Yo. Check dis out. Busted. Word, we gonna study phat rhymes, dope beats and
the cultural impact of hos and endo.
Student compositions gonna include yo
own damn freestyle (250-1200 words or
grunts). They ain’t no prerequizzisites,
but no whack mofos better get up in my
grill. You gots to register for the recitation
and all gats must have permits before we
bust caps. Aight?
(Cross-listed as Women’s Studies 84)
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and characteristic good humor. Strongly recommended for anyone
who wishes to probe theories of the origins of language and their
application to human development, but probably better taught by a
person who understands that tolerance is a two-way street.

into well-organized online lecture notes that are very helpful and
easy to understand – sometimes even clearer than the lectures in
class! He has a distinctive, if unusual, teaching style which sets the
programming guru several tiers above the rest. Unfortunately, due
to some of Couch’s eccentricities, students may get confused after
Classics
witnessing Couch blurt out 10 megabytes of information in two
The classics department is among Tufts’ best, in no small part sentences. Couch also is the creator of Computer Science 20,
because of professors like Gregory Crane. Students looking for an “Multimedia Programming.” Two sections of this course are
easy course need not apply; Crane’s exams are trying and demand- offered in the spring, tellingly, only Couch’s is classified as “high
ing, but no one can pass his classes without learning – a lot. demand.”
Professor Crane oversees the PERSEUS Project, an online comElectrical Engineering/Computer Science department head
pilation of ancient documents and resources, which, save its reli- Robert Gonsalves brings a cheerful, upbeat attitude to every class.
ance on federal funding, is a fine example of what the Internet and Easy to understand and eager to demonstrate required course
the classics have to offer.
material with helpful examples, Gonsalves also makes himself
Although Dennis Trout has a frustrating habit of exceeding available to students, even conducting his own review sessions for
his allotted time, his lectures are interesting and engaging. He exams.
encourages class participation and answers questions thoroughly,
Comp 80, “Programming Languages,” resembles the introdisplaying his extensive knowledge of Classics. Professor Trout ductory course at other respectable universities. It is difficult to
has a profound enthusiasm for
understand the usefulness of
his subject and is concerned with
class, bearing in mind that
nown for his abundant energy, Alva Couch this
his students’ learning, a sentithose taking it have usually
ment that will hopefully prevail
already taken Comp 11(Introis truly a great professor. Not for the weak of
despite his having achieved tenduction to Computer Science)
heart, CS 15 uniquely challenges students –
ure. Where Trout fails is in
and Comp 15 (Data Strucnot only must Couch’s pupils compete against tures). For some reason, the
evaluation. In “History of
Rome” he leaves little room for
CS department starts specific
their peers, but also against the professor
disagreement but is somewhat
in Computer Science 11 and
himself. Despite the difficult course material generalizes in Comp 80. Disless biased in his literature and
upper-level courses.
regarding this fault, Comp 80
and limited time, Professor Couch shows
Becky Bynum, lecturer of
is actually a decent course. It
exceptional concern for student progress.
both History of Ancient Rome
gives the student a look at a
and Ancient Greece, makes an
variation of different kinds of
often boring subject a vibrant and interesting one. While Bynum languages such as Prolog, Lisp, and Java. Taught by Professor
may be too fond of the word “phallus,” she attempts to incorporate James Schmolze, Comp 80 is supposed to set the stage for the rest
the term in the most tasteful and academically acceptable manner of Computer Science—the theory for which these languages are
possible. Bynum is always more than helpful and attentive to the used. Professor Schmolze is one of the most lucid lecturers in the
needs and concerns of her students.
department. He’s very honest and understandable in the classroom.
For some odd reason, though, his assignments are often vague. But
Comparative Religion
this may be irrelevant—if you’re a major, you’re taking this class
“Mystics and Mysticism” (Comparative Religion 195) is an anyway.
appropriate class for those who are interested in the more esoteric,
Professor David Krumme’s “Computing on the Internet”
less institutionalized aspects of religion. Taught by Father David (Comp 6) proves to be much more than your average mathematical
O’Leary, the course includes a light to moderate amount of reading sciences requirement. Lauded for years as an easy “A,” a recent
from sacred texts and other primary sources of Hinduism, Bud- curricular overhaul has resulted in vast improvements. The course
dhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Father O’Leary is a gifted encompasses not only HTML and other web-publishing tools, but
lecturer; however, he has a tendency to repeat himself for the sake also explores the UNIX timesharing system and many of the
of filling up the entire hour and fifteen minutes of the class. Despite programs accessible through Emerald. For many students at Tufts,
the repetitive nature of the course, the material is engaging, and a Comp 6 provides the much-needed “everything you needed to
smart choice for anyone pursuing a general understanding of world know about computers but were afraid to ask.” Professor Krumme’s
religions.
offbeat sense of humor spices up the potentially sleep-inducing
lecture material, and his use of a laptop in class provides many
Computer Science
interesting examples of the subject matter. Though the large class
Known for his abundant energy, Alva Couch is truly a great size tends to be limiting, Professor Krumme carries on, Scantron
professor. Not for the weak of heart, CS 15 uniquely challenges test forms in hand. Weekly labs afford an opportunity for individual
students – not only must Couch’s pupils compete against their computer use, and all class communiqués are sent via e-mail.
peers, but also against the professor himself. Despite the difficult Though not the easy “A” it used to be, CS 6 provides an interesting
course material and limited time, Professor Couch shows excep- first look at the Internet and its capabilities.
tional concern for student progress. He has arranged this course
Often, the computer science major can be so focused on coding

K
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that it appears to be a vocational field. But then the hard facts hit—
CS has complex theory in the background. Some people think
Comp 160, ”Algorithims,” is a useless course—and for them, it is!
Many will have no problem finding high paying jobs and being
successful at them, even if they don’t understand half of this class.
But for those interested in the theoretical and the more intelligent
and challenging aspects of CS, this class is for you. Professor Diane
Souviane is a brilliant professor who is readily available and
talented in handling students, but beware – she’s known not to take
much BS. Assignments are challenging and time consuming, but
can be very satisfying when completed. A great class for lovers of
math.

course, but seems to be difficult for non-majors. Economics majors
have the term “utility” beaten into them in course after course; a
strong grasp of utilitarian decision making is required for game
theory. While this course is definitely worthwhile and makes for a
fantastic foundation for students from all departments, failure to
take the prerequisites will be reflected in a student’s grade.
Economics 30, “Environmental Economics,” taught by Professor Thomas Downes, is a phenomenal course. Downes shows,
in easy-to-understand terms, how we can rationally use markets,
emissions fees, and strict property rights to improve our environment while being fair to polluters and their financial needs. There
are many problems with becoming one hundred percent Earthfriendly, taking into consideration how these changes will affect
Drama
our market structure, and Downes brings these topics to the class in
Computer-Aided Design (Drama 21) is a great course for a fair, unbiased way. Also taught by Downes, Economics 124,
those interested in flexing your creative muscles in a brand new “State and Local Public Finance,” is a fantastic course for majors
medium, namely, 3D computer modeling. Professor Neal Hirsig is and non-majors alike. Downes is always one to show both sides of
a great promoter of creativity, requiring students to put their an issue, especially pointing out tradeoffs between economic
imagination to good use. Hirsig’s assignments are unique, imagi- equality and efficiency.
native, and fun. However, expect to put lots of time and work into
Anna Hardman cannot quite handle the art of teaching a large
the projects. Work for this class will often require large chunks of lecture class. The Oxford-educated scholar often proves too boring
time every few weeks. Access to
to handle, and various inane rethe multimedia lab in Jackson is a
quirements – such as her demand
arcelo Bianconi in the Economics for multiple drafts of a paper –
great prerequisite for enrollment.
Also recommended is the advanced
result in treatment that reminds studepartment displays a tremendous
course for 3D modeling, Drama
dents of high school.
concern for his students and is extremely
194, also taught by Hirsig.
Criticized by some for delving
into
the vocational by incorporataccessible. Although he is perhaps too
ing business issues into his lecEconomics
generous a grader, he understands the
tures, George Norman’s perspecIf Tufts is to require any
tive and course material provide an
courses, surely an offering in Ecomost important aspect of the job –
invaluable foundation for those
nomics should be on the list. Almaking sure that his pupils learn.
heading to Wall Street despite their
though the unhelpful teaching asfour years in the liberal arts. Prosistants to EC 1 and EC 2 seldom
speak English, the Economics department is one of few on campus fessor Norman also takes a particular interest in developing stuthat has the majority of its staff teach the less-than-desired intro- dents’ writing skills – a necessity too often ignored. Always
ductory classes. Basic understanding of markets and capitalism is accessible, fair, and practical, Norman’s intermediate micro- and
integral to a student’s survival in the real world. On a blindly liberal upper-level courses are well worth the effort.
Sharun Mukand’s “International Economics” (EC 60) is a
campus, economic effects of social programs go unexplored and
unconsidered. A basic knowledge of how our decisions will affect challenging class but one worth the struggle. Even though the
our pocketbooks is necessary for success, both in the present and reading is negligible, students will definitely learn much more in
this class than from most others. Mukand may try to scare you, but
the future.
One such EC 1 (“Introduction to Macroeconomics”) profes- fret not: his clarity will shine through.
Known for their marathon final exams and lengthy problem
sor, David Dapice, is quite engaging, his pedagogy refined and
successful. The Friday quizzes force students to stay up to date on sets, Jeffrey Zabel’s “Statistics” (EC 13) and its follow-up,
all reading assignments, which in turn makes the lectures more “Introduction to Econometrics” (EC 107), rank among the toughinteresting. Additionally, Dapice works in the field, and his stories est classes students ever love. Zabel possesses a profound wealth of
from his experiences across the globe make the subject matter more knowledge in both theoretical and applied principles, and imparts
accessible. However, some students find Dapice’s class quirky yet on his students a solid balance of the two with an engaging method
boring, and may find that Andrew Morrison's better fulfills their of delivery. Both accessible and approachable, he shows great
concern for his students’ comprehension of difficult mathematical
needs.
Marcelo Bianconi is certainly a campus favorite. Bianconi concepts. Not surprisingly, his students leave possessing more
displays a tremendous concern for his students and is extremely practical knowledge than they would have ever obtained from
accessible. Although he is perhaps too generous a grader, he perhaps any other course in the traditional social-science curricuunderstands the most important aspect of the job – making sure that lum.
his pupils learn. He delivers his lectures with clarity, presents many
perspectives, and always ensures that the truth prevails.
Education
Lynne Pepall’s “Game Theory” (EC 24) is an interesting
While few students not in the certificate program ever consider
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taking classes in the Education department, “School and Society” ative Writing: Fiction” class. Alonso’s ability to dissect and ana(Education 001) is really less about being a teacher and more about lyze a student’s story within minutes of reading it is truly remarkunderstanding the history of learning in America. No one seems to able, and the manner in which he expresses his opinion is eloquent
be able to resist bashing (or even praising) their high school, and it and intelligent. While the class itself is occasionally boring, this is
is interesting to see how differently schools are run across the more a function of the occasional weak story than it is the fault of
nation. Steve Cohen of the Education department (not the Psychol- Professor Alonso. Although his sense of humor is somewhat offogy department) is an incredible professor. Cohen is quick to learn the-wall, his overall manner of teaching is superb.
the names of all of his students, even though they number nearly
While Professor Ronna Johnson is knowledgeable and enthufifty. He is an engaging lecturer, and the reading material, while siastic and keeps her students focused, “Continuity of American
often lengthy, is relevant to what is studied. If you have any interest Literature” (English 59) should be re-named Continuity of Ameriin the American educational system or are simply looking for an can Discrimination. This is probably caused by the class’s grading
interesting class to round out a schedule, this is it. Even though it structure. Students are graded upon a midterm, a final, and one
is usually the only class in the Education department taken by short essay. This is certainly not enough writing for an English
undergrads, it’s an amazingly interesting combination of history, course. As a result, the class is dominated by Professor Johnson’s
psychology, and political science. There is also an optional writing take on the readings. Indeed, Johnson allows ample class discusworkshop, a helpful option for anyone who has a hard time with sion of the readings, but all the while inserts too much of her very
papers. Being in the writing workshop allows students to rewrite liberal politics into literature that has nothing to do with sexism,
papers and receive an improved grade after the revision. The final racism, or homophobia. Indeed, the entire semester seemingly
project for the class in years past has had students design a school points out the alleged racist subtext in all early works of American
from scratch with the aid of
authors. The experienced
nearby middle school stuEnglish student will be frushile Professor Ronna Johnson is
dents. While this task may
trated by the deconstruction
seem difficult, is usually
of every white male author
knowledgeable and enthusiastic and keeps her
more exciting than it is
to a racist chauvinist. This
students focused, “Continuity of American
“work.”
course is recommended only
Literature” (English 59) should be re-named
to novice literature students,
Engineering Science
and those students must take
Continuity of American Discrimination. Indeed,
In the words of the
the lectures with a grain of
Johnson allows ample class discussion of the
Comic Book Store Guy, “Insalt. Conservatives should
troduction to Digital Logic
be prepared to be horrified.
readings, but all the while inserts too much of her
Circuits” (ES 004) may be
The lectures are interesting
very liberal politics into literature that has nothing
best described as “Most Busy
but myopic, and while the
to do with sexism, racism, or homophobia,
Work Ever.” This required
texts are well-selected (rangcourse for Electrical and
ing from several Native
spending the entire semester pointing out the
Civil Engineers will have
American texts to classics
alleged racist subtext in all early works of
you repeating the same
by Hawthorne, Poe and
lengthy process over and
Melville), the reading of
American authors. The experienced English
over again on your homeexerpts is not always the best
student will be frustrated by the deconstruction of
work. After the first hour,
way to learn literature.
every white male author to a racist chauvinist.
you know the subject well
One of Tufts’ finest
enough to dread the follow“Creative Writing: Poing 2-3 hours repeating the first. Here's the kicker—the tests are etry” instructors, Peter Richards’ approach to teaching is especompletely different from the homework! While the homework cially refreshing in light of some of the horror stories that surface
problems utilize methods that need to be learned, the exams are about other writing courses. Refreshing because, like studio art, it
very intuitive and require creativity. This would be good, except is sometimes difficult to critique students’ compositions without
that the class does not prepare you for it. The class features a hurting feelings, and too many creative writing professors succumb
“TeamThink” program where students have to write quiz questions to the temptation to lavish endless praise without giving any
and read and comment on other student’s questions. Labs have particularly useful feedback. Richards, on the other hand, manages
repetitive programming sections that are essentially copying and to identify the strengths in every student’s work without caring
pasting for an hour. Professor Karen Lentz is a good lecturer, but more about feeding egos than improving skills. His criticism is
often overstresses good social skills over pure and simple intelli- sometimes biting but always helpful. Richards also possesses the
gence. Is this a telling sign? Lentz tends to play favorites as well. somewhat amazing ability to foster a lively exchange while
Even though this course if often less than enjoyable, students do workshopping students’ poems, assisted by his uncanny knack for
usually learn a lot in it.
always knowing when someone has something valuable to say.
And any assessment of Richards’ teaching would be incomplete
English
without stressing the relationships he manages to build both with
Few experiences at Tufts are as unique, informative, some- and among his students. In a university environment where classes
times bizarre, and thoroughly enjoyable as Juan Alonso’s “Cre- meet at most three times a week, it is almost unheard of for students
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to form any kind of friendships with peers solely through classroom about oppression and marginalization. Although Wilson includes a
contact. But Peter Richards’ courses somehow manage to create a few lesser-known Jewish literati friends of his in the curriculum, he
classroom environment which, by the end of the semester, solidi- covers some of the most important contributors to contemporary
fies a camaraderie which enriches the learning process while going fiction as a whole, not just the course title’s ethnic group. From
well beyond it.
Malamud to Bellow to Roth, Wilson does an excellent job of
It is unfortunate that students register for English 1 without guiding his students through the assigned material. That, and the
much opportunity to find lecturer Joe Hurka, perhaps one of the inclusion of a guest lecture from comedian brother-in-law Jonathan
finest instructors on Walnut Hill. Hurka blends his own life story, Katz, earn Prof. Wilson a strong recommendation.
his love for the guitar (and of course writing) to create a class
Another recommended class is Wilson’s “American Fiction
students love attend. Thankfully, Hurka also teaches English 5 and 1900-1950” (English 63A). While the class gives only a cursory
6, “Creative Writing: Ficoverview of American Fiction
tion,” nearly every semester.
and of each text (mostly due to
f there was ever a class that offers
Those looking to enhance their
the large number of books covwriting skills and who enjoy
something for everyone, Bert Reuss’ Geology ered during the semester), the
anecdotal humor should concourse is worthwhile as the witty
1 “The Dynamic Earth” is it. Those looking to and intelligent Wilson demands
sider committing two and a half
hours a week towards a class
attention with his humorous anmajor in the natural sciences will find this
with Hurka.
ecdotes and apt interpretations.
course to be an excellent introduction to the
Like Professor Hurka,
study of the earth….Professor Reuss delivers Geology
Chris Castellani transforms
English classes from the
If there was ever a class that
some of the most lively and animated
dreaded high school monster to
offers something for everyone,
lectures on the hill.… Vivid demonstrations
time well spent. Castellani has
Bert Reuss’ Geology 1, “The
obviously put an enormous
Dynamic Earth,” is it. Those
accompany the lecture notes.
amount of time, effort, and enlooking to major in the natural
thusiasm into his English 1 course. Early into the class, students are sciences will find this course to be an excellent introduction to the
required to send him an email with information like favorite books, study of the earth, and those dreading having to fulfill their science
quotes, generalizations, etc. He replies to each student with a long requirements will find a user-friendly experience with a managepersonal email responding and commenting on all of our specific able workload. Professor Reuss delivers some of the most lively
info and then included the same information about himself. On top and animated lectures on the hill, each one with enthusiasm that
of that, Castellani gives more comments on papers and writing than belies the fact that he has been teaching the same courses for
most. These constructive comments lead writing to improve more decades. Vivid demonstrations accompany the lecture notes, which
are without fail written
over two months than one
neatly and meticulously on
would have expected from
C warriors beware: Jonathan Wilson’s
the blackboard half an hour
any English class. Morebefore the class begins. Alover, Chris forces students
“Contemporary Jewish Fiction” provides no
though there are typically
to critically analyze their
comfortable safe haven for bleeding hearts. He’s
over one hundred students
writing topics, not just spit
bold, he’s frank...but beyond his initial shock value,
in the class, Bert (as he
out superficial rhetoric
insists on being called) will
formed into a mold gov- Wilson is insightful and challenging, refusing to grant
memorize everyone’s
erned only by grammar
significant discussion time to English majors’ overname within the first few
and organization. In-depth
weeks. Geology 1 will take
content of writing is absoanalyzed misinterpretations of the course material.
up a considerable amount
lutely critical in his class,
of class time each week; there are three lectures and one lab, which
as it should be in all other English.
PC warriors beware: Jonathan Wilson’s “Contemporary is usually a three-to-four-hour field trip to geologic formations in
Jewish Fiction” provides no comfortable safe haven for bleeding the Boston area. The reading load is always manageable, however;
hearts. He’s bold, he’s frank, and he makes a point of using the word and the labs are always interesting. There are two-hour examina“erection” in almost every lecture. But beyond his initial shock tions and one final. This is not “Rocks for Jocks;” success on each
value, Wilson is insightful and challenging, refusing to grant exam requires a good deal of studying. However, the material
significant discussion time to English majors’ over-analyzed mis- should be interesting even for non-science types, and the lectures
interpretations of the course material. He delves into sensitive and labs are so well-done that going to class is never a chore. Geo
issues such as sexism and racism, but only when appropriate, and 1 comes highly recommended.
without dancing around the forbidden topics or pointing fingers as
do too many of his colleagues. It is disconcerting that ENG 192 Hebrew
Hebrew 3 professor Rahel Meshoulam is clear in her lectures
caters to the liberal school of breaking down disciplines by ethnic
categories, but such is standard fare these days, and Wilson does his and does a good job encouraging class participation. Meshoulam is
best to ensure that debate does not degenerate into feelings sessions always willing to take time to listen to the concerns of her students
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and honestly takes them to heart, often willing to provide instruction above and beyond the call of duty when needed. A fantastic
professor in what can often be a difficult subject.

dominance between Buddhism, Shinto, and Confucianism; Japanese feudalism and the uniqueness of pre-modern Japan in general.
The primary textbook, written by Mikiso Hane, is readable, but the
other readings tend to be dry. Leupp, having written three books on
History
the subject, knows his stuff, and is quite friendly and accessible.
Gerald Gill is unquestionably a liberal, but one who appreci- Unfortunately, Leupp’s “Japan from 1868 to the Present“ (Hisates that his job is to instruct, not indoctrinate. His treatment of tory 48) winds up being more like the typical history course, filled
American history is uncompromisingly fair; he presents both sides with sleep-inducing names, dates, and political parties. The class is
of all major debates and does not penalize students for holding nonetheless interesting, covering Japan’s encounter with the Westopinions that contradict his own (unlike too many others in his ern world and the rise of Japanese imperialism, and Leupp teaches
department). He is a first-class orator, and his assigned readings are it well, but be aware that modern Japanese history tends to be less
usually interesting and always informative. He is one of Tufts’ most interesting to the casual observer than does pre-modern Japanese
popular professors, and for good reason. Despite his professional history.
objectivity, however, students who sign up for Gill’s class may find
George Marcopoulos exemplifies what it means to be a
themselves in unsavory company:
professor. Possessing an unfatheorge Marcopoulos exemplifies what
the premiere issue of the radical
omable amount of knowledge,
left-wing Submerge last year told
Professor Marcopoulos teaches
it means to be a professor. Possessing
its readers that they should all be
history eloquently. He presents
an unfathomable amount of knowledge, the past with remarkable objecrequired to take at least one class
with Prof. Gill, no doubt due to
tivity and displays a genuine conProfessor Marcopoulos teaches history
his fondness for multiculturalism.
cern for his students. Marcopoulos
eloquently. He presents the past with
Even so, unlike other Jumbo leftmakes an effort to know his upies, Gill possesses a great knowlper-level students well and his
remarkable objectivity and displays a
edge of and appreciation for the
intro-level students by name. And
genuine concern for his students.
other side; a matriculation address
while he is certainly not an easy
of his a few years back on the subject made due mention of the grader, he executes his evaluations with noteworthy fairness.
conservative point of view, even going so far as to discuss SOURCE Similarly, the history giant assigns a reasonable amount of material, most of which is well worth reading. Tufts is fortunate to have
favorite and recent Tufts guest Dinesh D’Souza.
Although “Pierre Gump” has been everywhere and seen every- him.
Yes, History 75, “Americas,” counts for the World Civilizathing, perhaps a more appropriate moniker for Pierre-Henri
Laurent would be Pierre-Ennui. Even if one manages to stay tions requirement. Yes, that’s why most people take it. And yes, if
awake through Laurent’s tedious lectures (which never fail to go you are fine with spending three hours per week sitting in a room
over time), he will not learn much. But his teaching style shines in in Tisch listening to a lecture about a documentary before watching
comparison to his arbitrary evaluation. Professor Laurent gives the documentary, this class is for you. As long as you attend the
sparse and unhelpful comments on exams and papers and often classes and watch the documentaries, you will have no problems.
skirts discussion of his grading decisions. Avoid his office hours There are two papers, a midterm and a final, and each are takefor this reason, but also because he is sure to keep you for an home, one-week exams. The class itself can be interesting, and
outrageous amount of time talking about something utterly uninter- Professor Peter Winn’s stories are often intriguing, but sometimes
esting – and you won’t get a word in edgewise. A specific instance his hour-plus lectures can be a bit much. This is definitely a
of Laurent’s transgressions can be found in History 36, “Transat- worthwhile class if you are struggling to fill your requirements.
lantic Relations of the 20th Century.” Professor Laurent is While a background in Latin American and South American
extremely passionate about what he teaches, and that definitely cultures is a plus, it is not a necessity. As a side note, although there
comes through in the class. Unfortunately, that is the only thing that are thirteen books listed for this course, most are not necessary.
comes through. Laurent’s lectures are absolutely inscrutable. The He’ll tell you in class which ones are merely suggested reading.
man talks entirely in personal (it, his) and demonstrative (that, That is to say, do not be intimidated by the amount of books. Just
those) pronouns. Taking notes is an arduous process that requires don’t fall too far behind in the reading and you’ll be fine.
“Antebellum America, 1815-1860” (History 84) is the third
one being able to follow his train of thought. Still, even worse is the
patented Laurent gambit of starting a list and never finishing it. of a trilogy of fantastic courses, all taught by Professor John
“There were three reasons that <something> happened. The first Brooke. The first class, Colonial America, deals with the history of
was <example>.” The other two are never mentioned. On top of the US from 1607 to 1763. The second leg is called Revolutionary
everything, half of the five assigned textbooks are completely America, which covers from 1763 to 1815. While all three are fine
classes, the final one comes most highly recommended. Brooke
inane and unnecessary.
If you’re looking to fulfill a social sciences requirement, Gary really involves the students, presenting the material in a thoughtLeupp’s “Japan to 1868” (History 47) is a refreshing alternative provoking way, using numerous visual aids. The reading load for
to the sleep-inducing names, dates, and political parties covered by the course is average and Brooke does not grade especially hard.
History 93, “Women in 20th Century America” usually has
the typical history course. Japan is a nation that spent its entire
history to 1868 in relative isolation, with only minimal contact with few if any male students in it. Too bad—they’re missing out.
the Western world. Discussions include the struggle for religious Professor Virginia Drachman is an excellent lecturer and an

G

22 THE PRIMARY SOURCE, NOVEMBER 18, 1999

THE PRIMARY SOURCE · Course Evaluation Guide · THE PRIMARY SOURCE · Course Evaluation Guide · THE PRIMARY SOURCE · Course Evaluation Guide

expert in American women’s history. The class itself is well greatly on the quality of the students who sign up for the class.)
organized, thereby making it easy to become engrossed in the Rosenberg is tolerant of a wide range of views and is extraordinarvarious issues discussed in class. Drachman encourages class ily eager to help students find appropriate reading for their papers,
participation and is always open to other interpretations and ideas of which his evaluations are in-depth, informative, honest, and
about readings. The workload is manageable, and exams and usually right on the mark.
papers are graded fairly. Students in her “Special Topics in
American History”(usually History 197) find the workload light Mathematics
for an upper-level course, which includes a twenty-page final
A word to the wise: Probably due to the fact that most
paper. Drachman’s lectures in small class environments can by “Differential Equations” (Math 38) students are engineers and not
tainted by her desire to have
Math majors, the Math deword to the wise: Probably due to the fact partment seems to neglect
students “talk about their
feelings.” Also, it seems
this class. It is poorly dethat most “Differential Equations” (Math 38)
that Drachman works too
signed and often horribly
students are engineers and not Math majors, the taught. Not all the profeshard to get students to like
her.
Math department seems to neglect this class. It sors are poor, however,
and a student required to
is poorly designed and often horribly taught.
take this course should do
Japanese
“Japanese Visual Culture” (Japanese 113) is an examination so with Professor Eric Quinto, who is widely regarded as a
of the development of Japanese visuality, from premodern picture fabulous lecturer.
Richard Stone is certainly a valuable asset to the university.
books to the postmodern phenomenon of anime (pronounced ahnee-may, and sometimes called “Japanimation.”) This course is Each day of class he displays boundless energy and zeal for the
especially relevant today, given the recent explosion of anime and material and for his discipline. He is also quite an understandable
manga (comic books) in the US (Harvard Square features two lecturer from whom to take notes, explicitly explaining the material
stores devoted entirely to Japanese comics, and at least three more instead of just scrawling it on the chalk board. Although they are not
with considerably large manga and anime shelves). One must be a always concise, his explanations are always very clear. If you are
strong writer to succeed in this course, or at least have more than a considering taking a math course for any reason, do your best to
passing interest in Japan. Professor Charles Inouye is knowledge- study under Stone.
Christopher Thomas must be commended for standing apart
able not only about Japanese culture, but about the nature of
visuality itself. In each class, he encourages students to question the from the other Math 5 teachers. He actually makes the subject
modern notions of text and image, attempting to prepare students somewhat amusing through the use of unorthodox but legitimate
teaching methods, and is alfor what he perceives to be
ways more than willing to
an increasingly visual future.
usic 2, Introduction of World Music is a
make appointments with stuThis class is not for everydents who need extra help.
one, and those anxious to
class that should only be taken if your love of
Thomas’
study their favorite anime
music is enormous...it is boring, uninformative, teachingWhile
style is unique and
might be put off by the heavy
and does nothing more than prove the
remarkably
effective,
initial study of early JapaMontserrat
Teixidori
i
nese imagery. However,
worthlessness of the requirement. As if this
Bigas’ teaching is rushed,
those willing to do the work
class was not bad enough, the ludicrous
unclear, and difficult to folwill find an enriching and
low. Her English is poor; her
enlightening experience.
grading schemes of professor Tomie Hahn
Spanish accent thick and
grating on the ears. She is friendly and makes herself available for
Judaic Studies
Joel Rosenberg’s class on the “Roots of the Jewish Imagina- extra help, but it is difficult to imagine students wanting to spend
tion” is an intriguing compendium of some of the more off-beat more than the required two and a half hours each week with her,
contributions to Jewish thought which one would be less likely to especially when her desire to help cannot overcome her inability to
encounter in a traditional Jewish education or even a typical Judaic do so. This woman should not be teaching at an institute of higher
Studies class. Some of the noteworthy texts featured in the course learning, as her outgoing personality cannot trump her atrocious
are Julius Lester’s Lovesong, a page-turner of a memoir about a communication skills. She should be alone in a room somewhere
black man’s conversion to Judaism, which also includes a scathing doing research, because she is not motivated or able to teach the
indictment of the often anti-Semitic excesses of PC black militancy knowledge that she has to others. Avoid her classes if at all possible.
“Math In Antiquity,” an Introductory Special Topic (Math
in academia, Art Spiegelman’s Maus, the Pulitzer Prize-winning
story of the Holocaust which forever changed the notion of “comic 10) is probably the most interesting (at least to non-math persons)
books,” and various stories of Jewish mysticism such as The Golem introductory-level course offered by the department. Taught by
and The Dybbuk. Rosenberg’s immense knowledge of the material Lenore Feigenbaum, this course covers from the first primitive
makes for informative lectures which don’t dominate the 2+ hour number systems up to the beginnings of calculus. The lectures and
time block, as he dedicates the second half of each class to student- tests are roughly fifty-percent history and fifty percent mathematled discussion. (Of course, the quality of the discussion depends ics. Less of an emphasis is placed on names and dates and more on
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the math itself; students are asked to memorize different math- students to back their opinions with weak or faulty reasoning is
ematical systems from Mayan to Egyptian to Greek. The math is certainly an asset at a university where few professors challenge
basic algebraic and geometrical problems; however, they must be students to rigorously think over their convictions. Philosophy is
solved using the early methods and number systems. Math in one of Tufts’ strongest departments, and professors like Bedau who
Antiquity is not a ‘gut’ course, although those with a relatively solid are both exemplary teachers and leaders in their field are the ones
background in high school mathematics (which, hopefully, in- to thank.
cludes most Tufts students) will have little trouble. This course
Hired to teach “radical philosophy” in the 1960s, Norman
comes highly recommended to those who wish to fill their math Daniels is more like a Moscow Komissar trapped in an educator’s
requirement in a more creative way.
body. When he isn’t trotting around Europe lecturing state bureauChristoph Borgers’ Math 17A, “Applied Honors Calculus,” crats on how to create a socialist utopia, he’s in the Tufts classroom
is difficult, even for the quality math student. Such complexity is lecturing on pretty much the same thing. Daniels’ primary area of
appreciated; the unclear lectures and near-useless text are not. It is expertise is a quite disturbing field of philosophy which studies
clear that there is more math talent blankly staring at the blackboard “the rationing of health care” – newspeak for “the government
than there is writing on it, keeping with math department tradition. deciding who deserves medical treatment under a socialist healthHowever, Borgers is fair and understanding in the grading of his care system and who doesn’t.” His fondness for this sort of
exams. In the end, 17A is for math-happy engineers who can totalitarianism earned him red-carpet treatment from Hillary
tolerate large quantities of confusion and bumbling and will dedi- Clinton’s ill-fated Health Care Task Force, but the main problem
cate their free time to decipher this silliness.
with his teaching is not his leftism (which in and of itself is all too
Professor Boris Hasselblatt teaches a difficult but beneficial common on the Hill) but his intolerance of dissent, which thankhigh level class, “Real Anaylsis I.” If anything, Math 135 is a fully is somewhat less rampant. Norman Daniels’ idea of disagreecourse that will convince you to become a physics or engineering ment is a debate along the lines of “what kind of socialist healthmajor and not a math major. Students essentially generalize and care system should we have” rather than “do we really need one at
prove everything they have learned in math so far. It can be really all.” He appreciates polite disagreement on trivial details but
fun but requires a whole lot of work and constant creativity. It entertains no dissent on fundamentals: the necessity of state condemands thorough understanding—you can’t fake this stuff. The trols is a premise that invades all of Daniels’ lectures. His condejump from lower math classes is quite large and you better be scending attitude towards students who disagree with him, which
comfortable with proofs (or
often elicits little more than a
ready to learn really fast). If you
chuckle and a polite dismissal
ugo Bedau exercises considerable
are very interested in math and
along the lines of “but seriously,
can devote the time this class
folks…” is unprofessional and
caution in keeping his courses objective and
demands, it is extremely rewardbiased even by Tufts standards.
his politics out of the classroom. Simply
ing.
Norman Daniels takes negative
reviews of his classes and his
agreeing with Bedau while failing to display
Music
teaching very personally, but
mastery of the course materials earns a
Music 2, Introduction of
has yet to take them to heart.
student no brownie points. Philosophy is one
World Music is a class that
Recipient of the prestigious
should only be taken if your
Liebner
Award for excellence
of Tufts’ strongest departments, and
love of music is enormous, or if
in teaching and advising,
professors like Bedau who are both
you really need to fill your World
George Smith stands in a class
Civilizations requirement. It is
exemplary teachers and leaders in their field of his own. Unabashedly opboring, uninformative, and does
posed to grade inflation, he still
nothing more than prove the worthlessness of the requirement. As manages to draw the admiration of many students. Of course, Smith
if this class was not bad enough, the ludicrous grading schemes of doesn’t have to ingratiate himself to his pupils; the amount of
professor Tomie Hahn further the problem. While Hahn is a good individual attention he offers speaks for itself. It isn’t uncommon
lecturer and attempts to make the class enjoyable, she has a for him to return papers with more pages of his own critical analysis
tendency to give no partial credit to exam essays—even when her attached to them than were originally submitted— or to hear him in
comments state that some of the points are correct and valid. If you his office long after hours, engaged in a deep discussion with a
are willing to take a blow-off class for a B, this class is for you. If student on any number of philosophical topics. Whether he’s
you would rather spend time learning, try another World Civ lecturing on Plato, Quine, or Newton, Professor Smith carries you
course.
back to the real Academy.
Jacqueline Taylor is one of the best teachers at Tufts. Always
Philosophy
well-prepared for each lecture, never afraid to engage a question,
Hugo Bedau exercises considerable caution in keeping his and wonderfully mysterious about her own politics or biases, her
courses objective and his politics out of the classroom. Simply classes never fail to please or challenge. Her comments on papers
agreeing with Bedau while failing to display mastery of the course are always copious, and she remains accessible even to students
materials earns a student no brownie points. Nor is his objectivity with only a passing interest in philosophy.
the only quality that distinguishes him from typical Tufts fare – his
“Introduction to Philosophy” (Phil 1) with David Denby is
regard for writing skill is a dying art, and his refusal to allow an interesting, funny and easily grasped introduction to some basic
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sections of philosophy. Professor Denby is quite knowledgeable
and is always ready with a humorous example to help students
better grasp a concept. He is never one to make a fool out of a
member of his class, even when painfully misdirected ideas enter
the conversation. His British accent is pleasant to listen to and he
establishes a good rapport with the class from the first day. The
class itself is interesting, as it asks students to question their own
established beliefs and introduces them to views they may never
have considered. The reading is evenly distributed over the semester and Denby makes sure that students are well-prepared for the
assigned papers. This class is for anyone who needs to fill the
English writing requirement, anyone who is a philosophy major or
minor, anyone who wants to explore some interesting opinions on
the mind, determinism, or morality, or anyone who is just looking
for a fun class to take.
David Macarthur is another professor who makes the ever
popular course Phil 1 well worth taking. As a new visiting professor
here at Tufts, Professor Macarthur seems a little unsure about the
reception his students would have to his teaching, but his knowledge of the subject is exquisite. The workload is moderate with a
good deal of reading and five five-page papers, which are returned
promptly with a good deal of feedback. Skilled at explaining
concepts so that the philosophical novice can understand, he
nonetheless is still practicing his ability to stimulate class discussion. This class is a good introduction to major philosophical topics
and can serve as a much better alternative to English 2.
Political Science
If you take only one thing from this course guide it should be:
never, ever take “Introduction to American Politics” (PS 11) with
Ewa Golebiowska if you want to actually learn anything. The class
is utterly devoid of any scholarly conduct, and a junior high school
course covers the same material. The lectures are boring and are so
simplistic that it is insulting to have to sit in class and listen to them.
Furthermore, Professor Golebiowska repeatedly tells students trivial
facts about Washington in a manner that suggests that she is giving
you the “inside scoop” one would only get from a high-ranking
insider. On the contrary—the fact that politicians use polls to help
them decide what to say, for example, is hardly a revolutionary
concept. There are only three reasons to take this course. First, this
course may benefit foreign students who have never studied the
American government. In this case, PS 11 is probably not a bad
choice, as it covers the very basic components of the American
political system. Second, this class is acceptable if you are looking
for a gut intro course for your distribution requirements. Third, this
class is good if you need a good grade and lack the will to work for
it. If you are interested in learning something, you’ll have to take
another course. Unfortunately, you will most likely need to sit
through PS 11 for a semester (or rather, don’t, since you never learn
anything in class anyway) before moving on to courses that actually
make you think.
Robert Devigne has a reputation for giving hip, energetic
lectures. The reality is a Howard Stern-esque pastiche of meaningless platitudes and four-letter words, full of spurious arguments and
half-baked comparisons between aging rock icons and the great
philosophers. One cannot know whether ‘tis better to be graded by
the sycophantic groupies Devigne calls teaching assistants, wherein
any deviation from the dogma outlined in class results in massive

grading penalties, or by the man himself, for whom “compare and
contrast” constitutes the pinnacle of expository analysis. Now that
he has somehow achieved tenure, expect his classes to become even
more “unplugged.”
It is difficult for a professor to simultaneously bore and
frustrate students. Yet in Richard Eichenberg's infamous version
of “Introduction to International Relations” (PS 51), the professor destroys an interesting-sounding topic by mixing academic
drivel with slumber-inducing lectures on tedious and uninspiring
topics. Students can expect highly arbitrary treatment based on
factors including (but not limited to) skill in parroting his style on
exams, your willingness and ability to talk him up, and whether or
not you call Pittsburgh home. On a positive note, the course web site
may be found helpful.
On the other hand, PS 51 with Malik Mufti is the best damned
intro course you could ever take. He presents the material in a clear
an concise manner, and really gets to the heart of the subject.
Students are encouraged to ask questions and engage in a dialogue
with Professor Mufti when they either disagree with him, or do not
understand something fully. It is hard to say what the best part of
this class is. In addition to his clear and concise lectures, Mufti
encourages people to make up their own minds. This is definitely
one course in which you will not be marked down for disagreeing
with the professor. One should, however, realize that the work load
for this course is quite intense, and will require 100+ pages of
reading a week. And you really have to do the reading. Knowing the
material is essential for passing the class. One last thing, do not take
this class if you are looking for an easy grade in an intro class—
that’s why PS 11 exists. If you do the work and go to class, you can
expect a B- or a B. For anything beyond that, you better be prepared
to work.
Although new prof Jeffrey Taliaferro does not hide his leftwing political ideology, he welcomes alternative points of view in
class, a quality which is becoming increasingly rare at Tufts. His
knowledge and expertise in the area of foreign policy are superb,
and his intellect and wry sense of humor make his classes a good
choice despite the often dry subject matter of the lectures.
“Politics in the City” (PS 90) is a sophomore seminar, mostly
for political science majors. The class itself is small, which allows
for in-depth discussion, but which also makes it difficult to get
away with skipping the assigned readings. However, if you are
interested in the subject, it’s easy to keep up since all material is on
topic and well chosen. Jeffery Berry is a talented professor who
begins class with a very no-nonsense demeanor, then softens as the
semester continues. There is little other work than reading and
discussion for the most part during the semester, with the exception
of a few short exercises in using databases and an extensive (three
person, seventy-five page) final project.
Political Science 26, “Comparative Revolutions,” is a stimulating and exciting discussion-based class. Professor Elizabeth
Remick’s class looks at a number of revolutions and attempts to
generate some theories from them. The readings are interesting and
Remick does not waste time going over every little detail in class.
One of the few criticisms is that this class trades depth for breadth.
Only two weeks are spent on the Russian Revolution—a vastly
complex topic. Also, there are no tests—only papers—and these
are 3, 5, and 10 pages at minimum. It wouldn’t hurt to make the
students work a bit harder.
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Tony Spanakos is a knowledgeable professor. “Introduction particularly informative. Take this course if you’re interested in
to Latin American Politics” (PS 127) offers a great overview of the psychology or if you have to, but do not expect to learn much that
topic by focusing on a few Latin American nations and using them cannot be read in the text.
as examples of the struggles with democracy that the entire region
Psychology 22, “Research in Psychology,” is one of the more
has faced. Sometimes, Spanakos is too reliant upon his notes; on innovative courses offered at this university. By talking to professor
other occasions, he allows too much debate and discussion during the Salvatore Soraci, one can become a product tester for Hasbro. This
extended block class period. In general, his assignments are useful entails playing a brand new computer game not yet on the market for
and appropriate. He is always able to answer tough questions and one week, and then filling out a survey telling the company how to
does not stifle any opinions.
make it better. You get a new game each week, and Hasbro actually
If you are genuinely thrilled by the idea of getting your midterm considers your suggestions. Where else can you get access to fifteen
back on the last day of classes and learning from a joyless, pessimistic great games, get credit for playing, use it as an internship on your
professor, seriously consider a class with Barbara Connolly. Teach- resume, and see your ideas incorporated into a product that will then
ing “International Politics of the Environment” (PS 163), Connolly be released to the rest of the world?
riddles her students with ignorance, giving them a triumvirate of
graded work (a midterm, paper, and final) that leaves them totally in Sociology
the dark in regards to their performance. On top of her pessimism and
There are a plethora of engaging and thought-provoking classes
slow grading abilities, one poroffered at Tufts. However, “Intro
tion of the paper has to include
to Mass Media” (Sociology 40)
here are a plethora of engaging and
solutions to whatever environis not one of them. Professor
mental challenge the student
Paul Lopes’ lecturing style is
thought-provoking classes offered at Tufts.
chooses. This proves to be close
akin to that of a weatherman: he
However, “Intro to Mass Media” (Sociology
to impossible considering
waves his hands about furiously,
40) is not one of them. Professor Paul
Connolly often believes that some
but never gets to deliver the real
issues do not have solutions. Yet
news and is wrong most of the
Lopes’ lecturing style is akin to that of a
the solution remains as a required
time anyway. Like his televised
weatherman: he waves his hands about
part of the paper. This is totally
brethren, his ego remains quite a
nonsensical. Like some aforepillar of unjustified greatness.
furiously, but never gets to deliver the real
mentioned professors, Connolly
There is about as much content in
news and is wrong most of the time
would be better off doing rethis course as there are good looksearch.
ing women at the circus. If you
really want learn to about mass media, you would be better suited
Physics
watching Global Groove on MTV and getting a subscription to the
While Gary Goldstein may be best known for his UNICCO National Enquirer. Unfortunately, this class is a requirement for the
madness and his desire to use his class and classes of others as a Communications and Media Studies minor.
means for trumpeting his socio-political views, his “General Phys“Crime and Delinquency” (Sociology 112) is interesting
ics III” (Physics 13) is an excellent introduction to modern physics. and has many practical applications on everyday life. Various
The material is fascinating and challenging, and students get a taste forms of crimes are discussed that many people overlook or do not
of quantum mechanics and relativity. The workload is about average. even consider crimes. Professor John Conklin is extremely fair,
Goldstein gives extra credit problems that are often quite enjoyable and the material both on tests and on other assignments is very
to figure out. It is mathematically intense, though, so students will reasonable.
want to have a fundamental understanding of differential equations.
The jump from Physics 12 is great due to increased difficulty and in Spanish
the non-engaging nature of the material. If you have read books about
Lois Grossman, lecturer of Spanish 22, “Composition and
the subject and are interested in physics as a career, this class may Conversation II,” is an energetic teacher who comes to class
show you how different using physics is from reading about it.
well-organized and rehearsed. Her accent is poor but her knowledge of the Spanish language and course literature is sufficient.
Psychology
“Introduction to Psychology” (PSY 1) lectures are a three- Studio Art
pronged attack of Sinaia Nathanson, Salvatore Soraci, and Robin
In these self-esteem-conscious days it is rare to find an art
Kanarek. This course comes recommended to those with a sincere instructor who actually evaluates students according to their
interest in psychology, for the amount of required reading is no joke. artistic abilities. But Paul Stopforth’s rigorous drawing classes
However, the exams (which usually cover around 250 dense pages) are not typical Tufts material; with about equal time accorded to
are not particularly difficult. Psychology and Life is one of the best composition and critique, Stopforth manages, with British franktextbooks around, making the reading lengthy but not tedious. Also ness, to pinpoint the strengths and weaknesses of each work, often
appreciated is the fact that attendance to lectures is not necessary. in a way that is brutally honest but nevertheless always provides
However, lectures, particularly those of Nathanson and Soraci, are useful feedback. After a semester with Stopforth there is not a
sometimes worthwhile and usually entertaining. The required dis- single person in his class who cannot compare his new work with
❑
cussion groups and experiment sessions are time consuming, and not his old and see considerable improvement.
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Sick of Indoctrination In The
Classroom?

Join THE PRIMARY SOURCE
It’s never too late. Weekly meetings are held each
Tuesday at 9:00 pm in the Campus Center's Zamparelli Room.
For more information, call Alyssa at x7408 or send e-mail to

source@sardonyx.tufts.edu
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NOTABLE AND QUOTABLE
Imagination is the one weapon in the war
against reality.
—Jules de Gaultier

Virtue or morality is a necessary spring of
popular government.
—George Washington

Over twenty-five years of holding forth on talk
radio has revealed certain undeniable truths to
me. Among those is the fact that modern-day
liberals are absolutely incapable of engaging in
a logical fact-based discussion of important
issues. Logic is to your typical big-government
liberal what a clove of garlic is to Dracula. They
can’t handle it, so they hide from it.
—Neal Boortz

We can foresee a time when . . . the only people
at liberty will be prison guards who will then
have to lock up one another.
—Albert Camus

When will the world learn that a million men are
of no importance compared with one man?
—Henry David Thoreau

I must study politics and war that my sons may
have liberty to study mathematics and
philosophy. My sons ought to study
mathematics and philosophy, geography,
natural history, naval architecture, navigation,
commerce, and agriculture, in order to giver
their children a right to study painting, poetry,
music...
—John Adams

It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in
ourselves.
—William Shakespeare
The man who sets out to carry a cat by its tail
learns something that will always be useful and
which never will grow dim or doubtful.
—Mark Twain
As a leftist I had developed habits of mind that
caused me to look at “classes” rather than
individuals, at social structures and paradigms
rather than events and personalities that could
beviewed as incidental or unique.
—David Horowitz
Absolutely No Smoking or Chewing in Library
—Sign posted in Washington and Lee
University's Leyburn Library.
I knew it was going to be a bad season when on
opening day during the national anthem one of
my players turns to me and says, ‘Every time I
hear that song I have a bad game.’
—Jim Leyland
God this book is bad it made me fall aslee [sic]
—A reader from Moscow, via
Amazon.com, talking about a book by Professor
Hugo Bedau

Republic ... it means people can live free, talk
free, go or come, buy or sell, be drunk or sober,
however they choose.
—John Wayne

I’m not a member of any organized political
party, I’m a Democrat!
—Will Rogers
An election is nothing more than an advance
auction of stolen goods.
—Ambrose Bierce
Prohibition... goes beyond the bounds of reason
in that it attempts to control a man’s appetite
by legislation and makes a crime out of things
that are not crimes... A prohibition law strikes
a blow at the very principles upon which our
government was founded.
—Abraham Lincoln

The federal government has spent millions of
dollars to subsidize tobacco farmers, while
spending millions of dollars to preach against
cigarette smoking. The government pays
farmers not to grow crops, and then gives poor
people money to afford the high cost of food.
The government wages a War on Drugs, then
classifies drug abuse as a disability, so you
can’t fire drug abusers.
—Steve Dasbach
The taxpayer — that’s someone who works for
the federal government but doesn’t have to
take the civil service examination.
—Ronald Reagan
The genius of our ruling class is that it has kept
a majority of the people from ever questioning
the inequity of a system where most people
drudge along, paying heavy taxes for which
they get nothing in return.
—Gore Vidal
If you think of yourselves as helpless and
ineffectual, it is certain that you will create a
despotic government to be your master. The
wise despot, therefore, maintains among his
subjects a popular sense that they are helpless
and ineffectual.
—Frank Herbert
The penalty for laughing in a courtroom is six
months in jail; if it were not for this penalty, the
jury would never hear the evidence.
—H. L. Mencken
Men are born ignorant, not stupid. They are
made stupid by education.
—Bertrand Russell

Americans have the will to resist because you
have weapons. If you don’t have a gun, freedom
of speech has no power.
—Yoshimi Ishikawa

I love America more than any other country in
this world, and, exactly for this reason, I insist
on the right to criticize her perpetually.
—James Baldwin

A man never tells you anything until you
contradict him.
—George Bernard Shaw

We are not without accomplishment. We have
managed to distribute poverty equally.
—Nguyen Co Thatch

