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PROPOSITION 99 IS REVOLUTI~OMI~ZING 
TOBACCO COINTRbOL 

GASP President Pete Blalrk rscently attended a national conference in Califomla titled 7bk-  Control in the 90's: l h g t a t e  o f  , 
the A t g  Pan of he conference f&ured bn Prop 99; the 1981 ballot initiative approved by C a l i i i a  voters to raiseciguetlelus by25e. 6;h/ 
ThiQ-fwn percentof the S600 rn~lllon inagarens tax funds go to help pay for the cared  the rndicaliy poor in hospitals. Twenty percent 
of the tar goes tD tobacco edbcallon; tenpercentto~ummpnsated aareby doctors; five prcssnt to research fortobarn-relatA dis~ases: 
frvn prcsnt for  wildlde and parks; and the remaining twenty-five percent for fire prevention and lor any of the other programs. 

Srnoki~ng Decreases Due to Cigarette Tax A Nkw Pro-Health lndlrstry is Created! 
Wfornia~ssmoki~ngpmevalencedlecre& by 17% W f ~ r n i a ' s  Tobacco Education carmpaip is an 18- 

in the last three y a n s  acconding to a $2.5 milliom report rnonthb$221 million effon a i d  ateducaaingmidtnts 
paid for by the m. Thle smdy also f~und  hat most on the dangers of tobacco use. The funds go to s c h l a ,  
smokers want to quit smoking, lmal healh departments, community p u p s ,  and for a 

Effect of T ~ K  Increase Stabi~lizes comprehensive public edbcaoion &a campaign. The  
annual media campaign budget is $16 million. 

After Olne Yeair 
Before the ciganette ria went into effect, smoking 

prevallence in California was going downan avemge of  

bbee -pelrcent each year. In 1'990, the first year afner the 
w wemtintoleffieot, smokingp~vdencefullhine percent. 

h p  !39 nseach  indicates that the dmease was due to 
the incxase in the price of cigarems, m d a  coverage on 
the passage of the tax, and h e  programs supprted by the 
tax. The next year, smoking p~valence fell four percent. 
Prop99 resaarchindirates that th~ediecl~ne wasdue tlo 
'YNe acudie impact of t h e  tax faidles!' 

Tobacco Control Programs 
Reduce Smoki~ng 

This year, smoking p~valermce is down by 
seven p ren t l .  Researchers fonPnop 99 are fmding 
that this year's seven percent decline in smoking 
p~valence is due to a combirnahion~ofeducadional 
program, rnedlia campaigns, and smoking 
policy interventilons. 

" If Coloradlo were to enact a simlhr law, 
we woulld have $15 million a year for 

tlobacccn education," Pebe B~ialick, GASP 
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