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The fo'llow!ng m t l y  are comnents on s ide meetings I h a d  i n  connection 
w f t h  the  St* Group m e t i n g .  (I assume you a l l  have access t o  the ml ru tes  
o f  the raeetlng, and hear about the  o f f  i ~ c l a l  proceedtqgs fccm o ther  
sources). 

1. Rlchwd Gcnn, t he  Study Group chairman, t o l d  me t h a t  much 
l abo ra to r y  mtC already has been completed on the  experimental  
c igare t tes .  Ws feels they have i d e n t i f i e d  some c i g a r e t t e s  t h a t  are more 
f i r e  safe than c u r r a n t  ones. He d i d  not  say which o f  the  v a r i a t i o n s  led t o  
t h i s  conclusion. 

He a l s o  $&Id  t h a t  there  would be no f u r t h e r  data released from the 
p ro j lec t  u n t l l  the f l n a l  r epo r t .  The i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  has l e d  t o  such 
controversy t h a t  he w m t s  t o  avoid having any more spec i f i i c  technllcal data 
on the t a b l e  un t l l  the f i n a l  r e p o r t .  This may mean n o t  hear ing  about 
resu l l t s  u n t l l  4t ds too l a t e .  You probably  want t o  encourage a t  l eas t  
verbal  sum8rlfkS to k plt on t h e  t a b l e  if Gann I s  n o t  p lann i~ng  t o  do t h a t  
already. He also c q l r l n e d  t h a t  he was no t  g e t t i n g  fnputs  from other  
Study Group rnarbarr 8$ to what research should be undertaken, and t h a t  i t  
was f a l l i n g  rn hfn t o ' W l n e  t h e  s r ~ e c l f i c s .  

I .  

2. E l l ~ b t h  klooghlln attended t he  meettng. She i s  back from 
working on f l n h b ' l e ' f ~ l e  studies i n  New Zealand. She i s  working 
d i r e c t l y  for 7 Itbtfn i n  t h e  San Francisco General Hosp i t a l  ' s  trauma 
center. She rll : k Wing p r l m a r f l y  bu t  no t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on f i r e - r e l a t e d  
studlles, and clwr'ly w i l l  be a keen observer of the f i r e  sa fe  cigarette 
work. She !s pluming to broaden her  e f f o r t s  t o  o ther  types o f  I n j u r i e s ,  
and f s  sed t l ng  rants froa t h e  Center f o r  Dlsease C o n t r o l  I n  A t l an ta ,  which 
I s  now branching l n l t o  IftJury Data. She a l so  met w i t h  the  CPSC f i r e  
h ie ra rchy  w h l l e  a t  the m t l n g .  I was I n v l  ted  t o  j o l n  t h i s  meet ing because 
of my recen t  work w l t h  CPSC on apparel f i r e s .  



3. CPSC has I t s  e n t t r e  " f i r e  hlierarchy" a t  each o f  these wet ing j ; .  
Jim Hwbe l ,  J im Shaman, and 82a Harwood at tend i n  add i t  !on t o  t h e i r  
o f f l c i a l  Study amp d e r  (Cohn) a n d  t h e i r  adn i r~ i s t r a t i l ve  coord~inator  fo r  
the Study Group, Zoltn Church, 

There i s  a r e a l  p o s s l b l l  i i y  t h a t  CPSC w i l l  be changed i n t o  a u n i t  of 
the Food and Ckug A d r l n l s t r a t i o n ,  Apparent ly there  was a  bureau of  
c o n s m r  safety a t  FM p r l o r  t o  the existence of CPSC,  and tMey may r e t u r n  
fm whence they c m ,  CPSC s ta f f  t s  unhappy about t h l s ,  and about the  
reduction i n  thlr f l r a  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t y .  They had put  f lamnable nightwear 
60r the e l d e r l y  at  t h e  top o f  t h e l r  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  f o r  f i s c a l  '88, but  t h e i r  
execut ive dl=- hrs s t ruck  I t  down from being a top p r l o f i i  t y .  That  w i l l  
leave them tlw, to focus on other  f i r e  issues I n  f i s c a l  ' 8 9  w l t h  the  
l i m i t e d  tin tky wlll have avai labl le.  

4. I t  1s av l dan t  t h e  cos t  e f fec t tveness  modellng p a r t  o f  t h e  
techn ica l  s tudy group Is o f f  i n  f a i r y l and .  lihey are develloping 
soph i s t i ca ted  aodels that  w i l l  have a wide ( l e a s t  c e r t a i n )  range of inpu ts  
and produce a  r i d e  range f o r  the outputs .  Tihere I s  great  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
nt is leadi~ng r e s u l t s  t h e  way they are proceeding. Those on the Study Group 
who understand so ra th l ng  about model i n g  are t r y j n g  t o  p o i n t  t h i s  out  i n  a 
genteel way, b u t  I t  i s  mot faz lng  t he  PhD e c o n m ~ i s t  modelers a t  a l l .  

5. L e t  S tan fo rd  gave me a  copy o f  John Ha l l l ' s  (NFPA) proposed 
approach and s m e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  P i s  data sec t ion  o f  the ;tudy. H a l l  
f l a t l y  s t a t e s  I n  h l s  d r a f t  t h a t  t he re  w t l l  be g rea t  unce r t a i n~ t y  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  est imate t h e  reduc t f on  I n  c i g a r e t t e  f i r e s  o r  losses because o f  t he  
d i f f  l c u l l t y  I n  bridging t h e  gap between the WBS l ab  work and i t s  p o t e n t i a l  
meanlfng I n  the r e a l  world,  This abso lu te ly  crltlcal t r a n s i t i o n  i s  packaged 
as  p a r t  of the  m a l l  da ta  e f f o r t  H a l l  i s  undertaking, wh i l e  o thers  are 
spending hundrods o f  thousands o f  d o l l a r s  b u l l d l n g  models t o  i n t e r p r e t  what 
w i l l  happen bas& on t h l s  estlrnated loss  reduct ion,  To me the balance i n  
research I s  lud ic rous .  I t  may make It easy t o  d i s c r e d i t  any f i n d i n g s  from 
the study. 

6. U o l l e c t l n g  date on t l g a r e t t e  brands involved i n  f i r e s :  Chief  
14cElbeny of Dwona Beach t o l d  t h e  Study Group now d i l f f i i cu l t  i t  would be t o  
get  f i r e  f i g h t e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  data on brands o f  c i g a r e t t e s  and t o  co l l l e c t  
samples o f  t h e  f u r n l t u m  subs t ra tes  Involved i n  ac tua l  f l r e s .  Or. Press i s  
s t l l l  p ress lng  f o r  a c o l l e c t l o n  of brands involved I n  f i r e r ,  and so i s  Bea 
Haniood of CPSC. Unless t he re  r e a l l y  are one o r  two c i ga re t t es  t h a t  a re  
involved I n  f Ires disproportionate t o  t h e i r  usage, the d i s t r i b u t ' o n  o f  
brands found In  f l r e s  i s  more 1 fkely t o  r e f l e c t  the preferences o f  low 
income smokers (who have a d l sp ropo r t i ona te  share of f l r e s )  than i ~ t  i s  
brands w i t h  hfgher  igr;l t i o n  propensi l ty.  Without a  very l a rge  data 
c o l l e c t i o n  effort ,  I t  w i l l  n o t  be poss ib le  t o  separate out the  
socioeconuaic effects from others.  Also, Dr.  Press repor ted t h a t  011n 
Greene S ta te  F i r e  Marshal o f  Oregon, was cooperat ing w l t h  him on c o l  l e c t l n g  
c f g a r e t t e  data, but t he  vo lun ta r y  request  o f  the  f l r e  serv ice  y i~e lded  o n l y  
two or, t h ree  cases over a few monthst peclod. 



7. Garry Brlesa, IUC Executive Director, appeared before the Study 
Group to re-endorse Its efforts and to volunteer assistance. 5pecifically, 
he volunteered five to ten metropol i tan clties considered to be good in 
arson tnvestlgrtlon to report their cigarette-related fires. He noted that 
the time to plan and c m d u c t  such a study woulld be about a year. Henry 
Tovey, on the panel, sald that the data woilld be valuable even if it came 
in past the end o f  the study. Tovey also s n l d  that he though~t that there 
would be many loose ends remaining after the Cornittee ceased operations, 
and that addittonal data noulld Help posterity on the Issue. 

Briese further volwnteered to sssist the Comnlttee in obtaining Ilts 
funding. He srld that hts :nfornatilon was tnat the Cornittee h . j  not 
secured its $m budgat, and t!:at in tiact the 6600k was not even submitted 
In any blll at the presnt time. He further said that the IAFC would lobby 
for the money, ud w l d  also try to obtain funds from HHS or another 
agency tf the Cagrrss d i d  not provide the full amount. 

Briese a l w  mwrrged the Study Group to issue news releases and not 
just minutas of Its nesting, He said that most of the fire service does 
not know what is g o l q  o n  fn the Study Group. 

8. Ohfef Mlhy agreed for me to interview him for our new TI pub. 
ed. project the mxt t l r  ha o m s  to town for one of the  Study Group 
meetings. Ha wlll rlro 1st his cl ty manager, Howard Tilpton, former 
abintstrator of USA, know that I would lllke to fnterview hlm by phone. 

9. Henry fovey told me in a private conversation that he was golng to 
write a letter to the Study Group chairman to complain that too much effort 
was being spent on the cost effectiveness model lng and too 1 lttle on the 
key issue of whether the laboratory results could be extrapolated to a real 
world reduction In fire losses. Alex Spears also pol~nted this out durlng 
the dlscusslon. 

10. In a s16e m v e r s a t l o n  wl t h  Andrew McGul~re, he s a l d  that the 
insurance Industry wa9 the maln cause of the flre problem. TMey needed 
fires to mske m a y ,  dld not care about publlc education, and were the only 
large industry that was totallly unregulated at the natlonal level. He has 
funded a publlc health researcher from Harvard to look Into the Insurance 
fndustry's negative Ilp&ct on the flre problem. The latest ISFSI 
newsletter has r savrrrl page article sumnarizfng the results of the 
study. It Is highly relevant to our new study o n  publ~ic fire educaticn. 
k 6 u i r e  thought it would be useful to interview hls researcher, whlch 11 
plan to do. (Thls will ive us an opportunlty to work with McGuire on a 
top ic  of mtual Interest 9 ) 

11. J a # r  Ktan~e, State Representatlve of the 20th distrjct of the 
Illlnofs leglslrture, was to have appeared but instead had Rick Shell of 
the State's Washington offIce read hls remarks. Keane was stl~mulated Into 
actton by Tw O'Connsll, who is hls constituent I n  Chlcago. Keane 
~elntroduced stat@ legislation regarding flre safe cigarettes t h i s  spring 
In Illinols, and plans to keep the leglslatlon alive and under study, but 



not  go t o  a vote whtle the f cdera l  study i s  pendfng and mak ing  progress,  
I n  thelr b l l l  (b. 631, t h e  I i l i n o l s  S t a t e  F f r e  Marshal wou ld  be 
responsib le  for. tatt ing the  standards f o r  the c i g a r e t t e .  (It  Has been 
re fe r red  t o  tk R I s t r a t l o n  and Eegulat lan Sub-cunnit tee f o r  riesollvlng 
t n h n l c a l  deta11sT Kema want:, the standard t o  be a federal  standard 1, 
possible, but  If them I s  no federa l  standard he pllans t o  pusti It anyhow, 
Dtck 6ann volunt8@red t o  Keane's representative t h a t  the Study Group woulld 
be glad t o  make its infomatlon a v a l  l a b l e  t o  any s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  so t h a t  
i f  there I s  not federal leglslatlon there s t i l l  could be s t a t e  leglslla- 
tton. Gann i n  r prlvate conversat l~on 1 lkened Keane's r o l e  t o  Grannls's I n  
Heu York. 


