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CRANSTON. —. Raymond A.

“closed behind the disgruntled group at
Clltiy-fHal]iI and, withga sma‘llgsighp S;‘
reuel, puiled out a pack. of cigarettes
and lit.one.1j, M‘Afs 2.8 1apn {es
* Such amenities: are necessany. when
you are the man' on the: spat for the
Tobacco Institute and you are trying to
head off an antisrmoking ordinance.

A few minutes earlier, Oliveiro Had
stood at:aipedium ibefore a City:Council
subcommittee reciting statistics: and

"1 )i o countering the ar, uments. advancedi by

the: Rhode sland Lung Association and)
other foes:of llady Nicotine.

Cancer? “Thirty- types of cancer are
“caused by. genetic factors; and. viruses
are:suspected in other types. Iniall:the
years of: study, scientists have never
found any. tobiacco' compenent directly
related to heart: disease, lung, cancer or

emphysema; Only-aistatistical link: has

L

“-Oliveiro¥ratched as the elevator; doors.

§ ;bun’isﬁp‘:
oking zealots

+ been demonstrated, and: simple statis:
- Mies aren't' satisfactory. to-many peaple.
You can' Hend! statistics any. way you
want. More researoh is:tHe answer."'
The effect of cigarettes. gn nearby
.nansmokers? “The Massachusetts Lung
Associalion. commissiared! Dr. William
C. Hinds:and Dr. Melvin. First to study
the problem..and the dootors published
their findings:in the April! 1973; edition

off the New Engiand’ Journal of

Medicine:

“They devised a smoKe: concentration
testing; machine and went into- restau-
rants, cocktail lounges:and. the like in
the Boston: area. They  fourd the
cocklail lourges the smokiest places,

and their tests showed a nonsmoken |

would: have to:remain inia lourge fori

100" hours: to inhale the equivalent of
one: filter cigarette, Your: liver: would
succumb. before: your: lungs. at: tHat
rate.”

Oliveiro was to lose his case, because
he Aity. Council two. weeks. fater
sedl an ordinatice restricting: smok-
ing in city-owned buildings and
requiring: hospitals to designate certain
rooms for nonsmokers.

But the . detiate was. Heavy that
evening. The subcommittee refused to
Jhear anything but direct testimony. and
the pentiupr emotions poured out later
in the corridor outside:

Qliveiro: found. himselli literally. sur-
rounded by the opposition: One angry:
woman doctor told him she would start
smoking: cigarettes; again the: day a
nonsmoking lung:cancer victim walked
into her office.

Oliveiro: sHrugged! ""Research is. the
answer;” he repeated.

“That's why we're here,” 'snapped. a:
woman from the lung asseciation.

“The Americafi Lung, Association's
budget. last: year,” Qliveiro replied,

. “showed incastte of $45.3 million. Their

*.. fundiraising. expenses. were $1114°
mitlion: Salaries. fees and benefits took
;. care-of $25.5million. That left $854.000
for research awards and grants
- On the other hand, he said later, the

“ 1% tobacco companies have spent; §57
-« million in‘the:last: 20 years.on rescarch

intor the health' aspects of smaking.
“The momey: is provided! through the
Council for Tabacco research;. a com-
pletely autonomous organization. The
.. scientists on: this council maintain their
. university affiliations and they, are free
to: publishiitheir: conclusions in medical
journals.” :
He contrasted this with the reaction
from the Massachusetts.Lung Associa-
. tion o the cocktail lounge research
project.. “Not: unexpectedly, the lung
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association canceled further sponsorr

" ship” ) .
Oliveiro: said he fecls the key to

smoking: problems- lies in* creating a

greater: sensitivity among' smokers:and -
, nonsmokers. . )
| “We rezcognize_;hat=in poorly. venti-
. lated areas; smoking can be:a problem

— even to: smokers: themselves.. [t's

tothersome: to. the: eyes. but. it's: not
. doing: any- harm. The question is: Are

we going to have government intrusion

into areas ofiannoyance?:

“l think we:have more government
regulation than we need. We're trying

| to legislate: persandllbehavior here, and

it's. hard 1o come up with & law that's
{air'and reasonable as:well as workable

and|enforceable: The answer doesn't lie -

in legistation. It lies insocial courtesy.”

Qliveiro, 33, has a graduate degree in
public- relations and has worked as a.
Jobbyist.or: director of public infarma-
tion, for several large firms, including,
General Electricand DuPont.

He has Been with the Tobacco
Institute only since last fail. and has
spent much of his time'as'a lobhyist ati
tive Massachcsetts State House. .,

Cranstan was his “maiden voyage

betore a city' coundil, he said. "Ihzt
probadly  was the n.w‘_ost‘ emotional’
group I've encountered, hq;ddedJ. ‘
" wThe latest thing: now. is that tiey
want to prohibit: smokingon axrlmerfs.
1f you've ever flown, you knowth?lt a[g
aifplane is: the: besti place: of a o
smoke, The ventilators.draw (hg smoke
up vertically and it botlersno.one:”
He took: the job well aware ie- was
getting involved in “a very contro

i  added. "1 feel
versial lindustry."™ But, he added.

the industry has! been’ singled/outi and

treated unf&rly. It's gh‘allengm_g H}‘thal

* pespect: That's why [ took-the job." .
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