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THE EXPERIMENTAL COLLEGE: AN OVERVIEW

The Experimental College has come a long way since its incen-
tion in 1964 when three courses, taught by Tufts faculty
members, were offered to an enrollment of 19 students. Cur-
rently, it offers approximately 100 courses a year to nearly
1800 Tufts students for undergraduate elective credit, in-
cluding Freshman Explorations, a program for entering fresh-
men. The non-credit colloquia enroll many additional students)

In 1978, an outside Evaluation Committee reported on the
College, supporting it "with extreme enthusiasm' a.nc_l Trecom-
mending an end to the system by which it was 'on trial and
subject to review every five years. This was approved by
the faculty and trustees, giving the College a permanent
mandate.

The purpose of the Experimental College, as statec.l in its
charter, is ''to emphasize Tufts University's commitment to
undergraduate education and to aid in maintaining the vital-
ity of University programs.' The College ''serves to initiate
and test new educational ideas and programs, and also to
develon and house programs or courses which cross department-
al lines or do not fit well within any of the Arts and
Sciences departments."

The role of instructor has been extended to exverts from
the surrounding communities, graduate students, staff gnd
undergraduates, in addition to Tufts faculty. Evaluation
of programs and courses, a constantly changing process, 1s
conducted jointly by students, staff and faculty.

Increased student participation in the Experimental College
has included membership in its governing body, the Exveri-
mental College Board. Originally composed of five Tufts
faculty members, the Board was exnanded in 1966 and again
in 1973 to its present make-up of five faculty, five students,
and three members of the staff. Student members serve one-
year terms. Faculty members are elected for.s'.caggered two-
year terms and represent the four academic divisions of
Arts and Sciences, plus a member-at-large. Students also
participate in the course selection process by serving with
faculty review committees.

Many Experimental College programs have been 'n}comm.‘ated
into the regular Tufts University curriculum, including
courses in sign language, comparative literature, I_)hotogranhy,
Chinese, Hebrew, ethnomusicology, education, volitical
science, independent study and scientific research. The
Combined Degree Program is now a permanent part of the Grad-
uate School. The Dance Program, which grew and flourished

in the Experimental Coliege, is now a part of the Physical
Education Department.

The Experimental College provides not only a cooberative
effort of students, faculty and staff at Tufts but also,

in the words of its 1978 evaluation, 'new, mutually benefi-
cial relationshins between Tufts, its alumi, and i@s SUr-
rounding commmities," It is the goal of the Exverimental
College to bring together all these pbeonle to produce a
richer and more varied educational experience for student
and teacher alike.

FRESHMAN EXPLORATIONS

This program is designed to help entering freshmen achieve a
synthesis between their personal lives, their academic work
and their social integration at Tufts. Many entering students
find that their introductory classes are too large to allow
individual participation, that they have little contact with
their professors outside of class, and that it is difficult
to develop close relationships with other students at Tufts.

The Freshman Explorations Program brings together small groups
of 12-14 freshmen with a team of faculty and upperclass
students in a shared academic endeavor. The work of each
seminar focuses around a common theme or problem which both
students and faculty participants are encouraged to explore
from an individual perspective, using the principles of
humanistic education.

The faculty member serves as academic advisor to the fresh-
men in each group. The upperclass leaders also aid in ad-
vising. A sustained effort is made to help freshmen under-
stand all the options the University offers and to make
intelligent choices in structuring their undergraduate
education. Students receive course credit for their academic
work.

Though the seminars are less formal than regular classes,
students are expected to do a major written project and to
present their findings orally before their peers. Critical
thinking and research techniques are stressed, as are
attendance and class participation.

Our initial experiment consisted of nine Exvlorations offered
for the Fall 1972 semester. Response was, and has been,

very favorable; we offered 38 Exvlorations last fall and a
small number of Explorations to second-semester freshmen this
spring. Last year, a sub-committee of the Board did a thor-
ough review of the program, instituted a committee to screen
applications, and introduced an umbrella tooic, "The Times of
Our Lives, 1960-1980," for all 1981-82 Freshman Explorations.

Some of the Explorations offered last fall were 'Journalism
and Society', "The Health Revolution', "Humor 1960-1980",
'""Racial Awareness'' and 'Women: A Cross-Cultural Perspective''.
Correspondence with freshmen over summer (or winter) vaca-
tion helps to introduce group members and to define their
themes. Many groups become more than just academic courses,
getting together for potluck dinners, theater trips and
other activities.

Last year's evaluations of the Program by freshmen included
comments like: "It is a very good way to get to know other
freshmen, They become people you know, rather than just
faces you see'; "A good way to meet students in an organ-
ized but relaxed atmosphere'; "It helps the student gear
himself to Tufts' academic atmosphere by being an infor-
mative and good learning experience -- socially and academ-
ically"; "It helped me to adjust to Tufts, and gave valuable
information about the area surrounding Tufts'; and '"On the
whole, it is a very nositive exverience -- I would strongly
recommend it!'. Further details and information concerning
the Freshman Explorations Program are available in the Exper-
imental College Office.







COLLOQUIA

Colloquia are non-credit offerings ranging in scope from a
single lecture, demonstration or film showing to a full-
semester class. They can be planned well in advance or they
can be scheduled on short notice whenever a particular idea
or event demands instant acknowledgement or discussion.
Colloquia are open to any member of the Tufts community, and
generally there is no need to register for them. Notices

of coming events are posted around campus a week or so in
advance of the Colloquium. Some Colloquia we have offered
are: Hatha Yoga, CPR, Bartending, Big Band Jazz, Holistic
Medicine, Vegetarianism, and International Cultures and
Cuisines.

The Colloquia Program also co-sponsors events on a wide
variety of topics. Last year's program included ''The Politics
of France', a two week seminar-lecture series by Prof.
Dominique Fabre, and a one-day conference entitled ''Women:
Making It Our Own Way'.

LIFE EXPERIENCES

The Life Experiences Program was initiated in 1977, with
support from a Mellon Foundation grant, to help undergraduates
make decisions about their future lifestyles and careers. A
file has been set up with the names, job descriptions and
special experiences of alumi/ae and Tufts parents who are
willing to have students come to talk with them, and observe
their daily lives. We now have over 300 names in our file,
and both Tufts students and graduates are welcome to use the
information at any time during the year.

OTHER PROGRAMS

SHORT-TERM STUDIES Courses in the Short-Term Studies Program
offer % credit, and may cover any topic which is not suitable
for a full-semester course. The courses meet for about
twelve contact hours; they may last for four weeks, or for

a single weekend. All Short-Term Studies courses are graded
Pass/Fail. When a student has two %-passes, the Registrar
will credit his or her transcript with a half-credit, and
list the courses that were taken. Past topics include:
"Introduction to Computers,' 'Understanding Contemvorary
Sculpture,' '"Public Speaking via Videotape,' and 'Neo-Platon-
ism and the Western Mystical Tradition." For more information
see page 26.

'QUIDNUNCS These grouns are designed to allow students to
study an interdisciplinary topic of their choice with their
peers. Interested students should assemble their own groun,
acquire a faculty sponsor and structure an aoproach to the
chosen topic, Past groups have studied Intemational Affairs,
Communal Societies, and Women's Changing Roles in Judaism.
For more information, see page 27.

NEW PROGRAMS Due to the rotating of the Board and the varied
interests of its members, the Experimental College is con-
stantly initiating and testing new programs. Projects cur-
rently in progress include a program to assist graduate and
undergraduate teaching assistants and new faculty, a program
of small reading seminars for sophomores, and an investiga-
tion of the possibility of offering non-credit courses to
the surrounding commmities.

COURSE PROPOSAL PROCEDURE

Anyone may apply to lead a course in the Experime :
regular Tufts faculty and staff, outside eigerts,ngiidﬁg%iege.
students and undergraduates. All those interested should
contact the Experimental College office for futher information
an interview, and application forms. Some courses are solic-
ited specifically for the Exverimental College by the Board
Whlle other§ are submitted to the College by people who are’
interested in presenting a particular subject or way of learn-
ing. Cour;e proposals are reviewed by student/faculty com-
mittees which make recommendations to the Board based on the
validity of each course and the qualifications of the leader
A copy of the proposal is also sent to related departments té
ensure that there is no serious overlap with regular course
offerings. A final review and selection of courses is then
made by the Experimental College Board. Approximately 30%

of all proposals submitted to the Coll i
e ollege are ultimately

The deadline for visiting lecturer and graduate student
course proposals for the Fall 1982 semester is March 15, 1982;
for undergraduate proposals and for Tufts faculty and staff K

ploposals Aplll 15, No pronosals received after those dates
. S
can be gualanteed consideration.

THE EXPERIMENTAL COLLEGE BOARD 1981-82

Frang_e Chew, Biology Department (Chair)
Virginia Drachman, History Department

Bob Edwards, Office Coordinator

Robyn Gittleman, Administrative Director
Mara Glickman, J '83

Kurt Hanson, A '83

Stepher} Levine, Engineering Design Department
Catherine McLaughlin, Economics Department
Jane Mermelstein, J '82

Jamie Ostroff, J '82

Frederic Shepler, Romance Languages Department
Karen Sullivan, J '82

Theresa Thorve, Secretary







ENROLLMENT

Classes are open to all Tufts undergraduates, graduate stu-
dents, faculty and staff. Classes are limited to 20 students;
some may have smaller maximum enrollments. There is no limit
to the number of courses a student may take in the Exverimen-
tal College, nrovided all other University requirements are
met.

CREDIT

All courses offered by the Exnerimental College vrovide regu-
lar undergraduate credit which counts as an elective towards
graduation requirements. Experimental College courses do not
satisfy distribution, foundation or concentration requirements
except by individual petition to the appropriate committee.

GRADING

Courses are offered either on a letter grade or Pass/Fail
basis at the discretion of the instructor. Courses led by
undergraduates are offered on a Pass/Fail basis. Students
should check with instructors before turning in class entry
cards.

WORKLOADS

Workloads in the Experimental College are generally equivalent]
to those in regular University courses. It is narticularly
important that students in Experimental College courses attend
class regularly and participate actively as well. Course
structure and evaluation methods will vary considerably from
class to class.

REGISTRATION

Registration for Experimental College courses will be on
Monday, January 25, from 9:30-4:30 at Brown House for all
students. Books with sign-up sheets will be available and,
though we limit our classes to a maximum of 20 students, we
will permit anyone interested to sign the class lists. If

a class list has more than the designated number of names, the
instructor of the course will be given a personal information
sheet for each student to fill out at the end of the first
class. It is then up to the instructor to select those
people who would benefit most from the class.

NEW COURSES

EXP 02 S O PIONEERS! LITERATURE OF

THE PRAIRIES AND PLAINS
Adam Ward Rome, Visiting Lecturer

The popular literature of the American West is a literature of
adven‘cure3 of myth. Yet there is another literature of the
West, a literature that seeks to be a poetic and philosophic
history of the settling of the Prairies and Plains---a liter-
ature that tells of an astonishingly beautiful yet terrifying-
ly bleak land; of the toil and drudgery of creation; of rest-
less energies, wondrous opportunities, harsh awakenings; of
national triumph and family tragedy; of fierce and perhaps
foolish pride. In reading this literature, we shall consider
the art, the necessity of epic; we shall try to bring alive
the thoughts and deeds of the nioneers; we shall reflect on
the meaning of our pioneer past.

Ar‘1y~s‘guder.1t interested in history, literature, or American
civilization is welcome.

Adam Ward Rome is a writer and historian, He majored in
history at Yale and was a Rhodes Scholar.

Tuesday 7:00-9:30 PM
One Course
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EXP 03 S PUBLIC AND PRIVATE WRITING
Patricia Baudoin, Visiting Lecturer

This is a course designed to teach us what role writing can
play in helping us sort out problems we face in our personal,
social and/or political lives. Participants will be asked to
entertain aesthetic, personal, and theoretical issues about

1) the nature of private writing (journals, letters, autobio-
graphy) and of public writing (published fiction, journalistic
prose, speech-writing); 2) the effect on the writer, the
reader and the writing of making public private material.

We will discuss and write about such authors as Jean-Paul
Sartre, Jean Genet, Virginia Woolf, Audre Lorde, Alice Bloch,
Margaret Mead, R.M. Rilke and Jorge Luis Borges. You need
not think of yourself as a writer to join the class; you
need only be curious about why and how we write, and reflect
actively on what role writing plays in your life and in the
life of others. The variety of your interests and your
backgrounds will be an asset to the class as a whole.

Patricia Baudoin, a Tufts graduate,is a Ph.D. candidate in
Comparative Literature at the University of Michigan and
has won an award for her teaching there.

Monday, Thursday 7:30-9:00 PM
One Course

EXP 04 S MONSTERS, VILLAINS AND

THE CREATIVE GENIUS
Lin Haire-Sargeant, Visiting Lecturer

Why are the most memorable and vivid characters in a story
often the most wicked? The actions and characterization of
the witch, the ghoul, the villain, and the monster often carry
an astonishing authenticity, implying an involvement on the
writer's part and an identification on the reader's part that
is as intriguing as it is disquieting. We will follow the
iniquitous machinations and sublime agonies of these haunting
but damed souls as they appear in fairy tales, poems, stories
plays, and novels, Beowulf, Marlowe's Doctor Faustus,
Shakespeare's The Tempest, Bronte's Wuthering Heights, Conan
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes, and Conrad's The Heart o% Darkness
are some of the works we will read. We'll try to trace out
the points at which evil crystallizes as a character, the
process's implications for theories of artistic creation,

and the way these pattems affect our aesthetic and moral
ghyves:

Lin Haire-Sargeant is a Ph,D. candidate in the Tufts English
Department.

Monday, Wednesday 6:30-8:00 PM
One Course

EXP 08 S PAINTING ON THE SIDE
Walter Bauer, Visiting Lecturer

This is a course in painting for those who might shy away from
a traditional studio course. I will demonstrate a number of
methods in the acrylic medium, and you can explore them in a
non-competitive atmosphere. I will encourage you not to pro-
duce highly finished works but to paint quickly, "from 1life"
and to release some inhibitions. Taking advantage of our §
surroundings will be emphasized: besides painting from the
landscape we will be looking at art work around us (Tufts' own
Gallery 11 and field trips into Boston). We will try out some
of the other things artists do: talking about paintings and
some reading and writing about them.,

Walter Bauer holds a B.F.A. from the University of Redlands,
and is currently an M.F.A. candidate at Tufts.

Wednesday 6:30-9:30 PM
One Course

EXP 10 S REPRESENTATIONS OF PHYSICAL LOVE

IN THE HISTORY OF ART
Eugene Burt, Tufts Faculty

Throgghout history artists have been concerned about the
physmal.aspects of human relationships. Most of the great
art traditions of the world address aspects of human sexual-
ity. .This course looks at the representations of physical
1ov§: in the Ancient World (including Greece and Rome), the
Chrlgtmn West, India, China, Japan, Africa, Oceania, the
Americas, and the modern era.

Bugene Burt, an Assistant Professor in the Fine Arts depart-
ment, has taught many courses on this subject and has written

several articles, including a to-be-published major biblio-
graphic essay,

Monday, Wednesday 6:30-8:00 PM
One Course
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