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Vilenkin discusses Big Bang, cosmic Fletcher School to offer
inflation during Dean’s Faculty Forum Master of Laws program
by Sarah

Butrymowicz

by

Daily Editorial Board

Alex Vilenkin discussed what
lies beyond the cosmic horizon in the fourth-ever Dean’s
Faculty Forum last night.
“Until recently, physicists
thought that the answer to
this question was quite boring,” said Vilenkin, a physics
and astronomy professor and
director of the Tufts Institute
of Cosmology. “[But] the new
world view suggests that these
remote regions ... are strikingly different from what we
see now around here.”
To open the talk, which was
organized by Dean of Arts and
Sciences Robert Sternberg,
Vilenkin described the Big
Bang theory, which argues that
the universe was created after
a great explosion.
“At that time, there were
no galaxies or stars or even
atoms,” he said. There was just
a dense, expanding fireball.
According to Vilenkin, about
three minutes after the bang,
temperatures had cooled
enough for atomic nuclei to
form. After about a million
years, atoms formed. Denser
regions within the fireball
grew and evolved into galaxies
over the course of 10 billion
years.

Madeline Garber
Daily Staff Writer

Aalok Kanani/Tufts Daily

Professor Alex Vilenkin speaks at the Dean’s Faculty Forum.
The Big Bang theory is “supported by a wealth of evidence,”
Vilenkin said. “Obviously, we
have a very successful theory,
but it leaves some very intriguing questions.”
According to Vilenkin, these
questions are addressed in
the theory of cosmic inflation.

The theory was developed
about a quarter of a century
ago by Alan Guth and suggests that during its early history, the universe was in the
state of false vacuum. Due to
the nature of a false vacuum,
see FACULTY FORUM, page 2

Next fall, the Fletcher
School will become the first
non-law school in the United
States to offer a Master of
Laws program (LL.M.). The
initiative was unveiled last
week.
The full-time, post-graduate program will present legal
professionals with an opportunity to obtain specialized
education in a particular area
of international law.
“We have one of America’s
best international law faculties,” Fletcher Academic Dean
Peter Uvin said. “[This] was
something we could credibly
do with our existing reputation.”
According to Uvin, international law professionals
have only recently begun to
acknowledge the importance
of viewing their jobs within a
broader social context.
“It doesn’t suffice anymore
to be just a technician, so
to speak,” he said. “One has
to understand where they
belong in the larger context
that makes up law.”
As such, the program will
feature a flexible curriculum
that will allow students to mix
and match.

“Each LL.M. student [will
be able to] take international
law courses suited to that student’s career objectives and
interests,” Fletcher Professor
Michael Glennon, who will
direct the program, said in an
e-mail.
There will be optional tracks
in public international law,
international business law
and international economic
law. The program’s sponsors
also plan on holding a symposium each year in Talloires,
France.
“The idea is to hold a ‘capstone’ colloquium there at
the end of the academic year
where we will try to tie up
loose ends under the guidance of Fletcher law faculty and also of international
law experts from Europe,” he
said.
Also contributing to the
flexibility is the decision to
let Fletcher students enroll in
LL.M. courses and vice-versa.
“Almost every challenge
that the international community faces — global warming, human rights, development — has a legal dimension,” Glennon said. “So it
will be extremely useful for
faculty and students to have
see FLETCHER, page 2

Perspective | Julie Dobrow

Mayor Curtatone trounces Tufts’
Dobrow offers insight into recent
Writers Guild of America strike Bremer in Somerville election
by

Since the first Hollywood writers strike in almost 20 years started
Monday, many television connoisseurs have noticed that their favorite
late-night talk shows have gone off
the air. “The Tonight Show with Jay
Leno” and the “Late Show with David
Letterman” have both stopped filming
new episodes as a result of the Writers
Guild of America strike.
Other popular shows, including,
“Desperate Housewives” and “The
New Adventures of Old Christine” find
themselves in the same unfortunate
situation, as stockpiled scripts run
out. The movie industry may also be
affected if the strike persist.
The last Hollywood writers strike in
1988 lasted 22 weeks. This one could
cost studios and networks millions
upon millions of dollars, depending on
the duration. This week I spoke with
Communications and Media Studies
Program Director Julie Dobrow to better understand the strike.
Jamie Bologna: Why are the writers
striking?
Julie Dobrow: They’re striking
because the studios have discovered
that [they can move] some of these
media products out of distribution
channels that were covered by existing contracts, like reruns on networks

or traditional home video. Putting
these products into things like iTunes
and the Internet, they can increase
profits and exclude some of the people who actually create the product:
the writers, the directors, the actors
and the crews.
What you hear from the studios is
that they’re doing this because they
actually don’t have this huge profit margin and that they don’t really
understand fully the way that people
are going to be viewing these media
products.
They say they don’t know yet what
the full impact [will be] of things like
DVD sales or when they show television programs on ABC.com or something. They’re not fully sure yet how
we the consumers are going to be
packaging and consuming our media.
That’s what the studios are saying.
The writers are saying, “That’s not
fair because you the studios are getting profit from showing our work in
these different venues. We’re not getting any cut from it at all.”
That’s in a nutshell what’s happening.
JB: If the money doesn’t go to the
writers, where is it spent?
see DOBROW, page2
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Daily Editorial Board

Mayor Joseph Curtatone won reelection by a landslide in Tuesday’s run-off,
presenting a sound rebuttal to Tufts
employee Suzanne Bremer’s calls for
change.
Curtatone garnered 76.9 percent of
the vote, while Bremer came away with
only 17.6. The rest went to write-in candidates.
Somer ville’s
Communications
Director Tom Champion said the decisive victory bodes well for the mayor.
“Essentially, what this election means
for the mayor is a huge vote of confidence from the people of Somerville,
not only in his policies and agenda but
in the actions of the Board of Aldermen
when they have been called upon to
pass judgment on his proposals,” he
said.
Bremer, a project coordinator at Tufts’
Global Development and Environment
Institute, was disheartened by the outcome. Still, she was glad she ran.
“I’m disappointed with the results,
but I knew going in that this was an
uphill battle, and I was running against
a powerful incumbent,” she said. “But I
thought it was important, and I still think
it’s important to raise these issues that
are important to the city of Somerville.”
Bremer, who has never held public office, said this race was only the

tuftsdaily.com

Tufts alum Albert Berger
tells you what you can
actually do with a BA in
English.

The field hockey team
knocks off New England
College to earn trip to
NCAA regional semifinals
in Maryland.

see WEEKENDER, page 7

see SPORTS, back page

jumping-off point for a larger political
career.
“At this point, my committee ... is
going to remain active,” she said. “I’ll
examine my options over the next couple of months and see where to go from
there. I’m not going to rule anything out
at this point.”
Despite the defeat, she still feels that
Somerville’s population wants change,
and she believes that she represents
those progressive desires.
“The need for rational development,
the need to improve our schools and
[the need to] return to financial responsibility in the city’s budget [deserve
attention],” she said.
“The other issue that resonated with
voters [during my campaign] was the
issue of affordable housing and the
need for a comprehensive transit plan,”
Bremer continued. “These are all things
that the city needs and that the residents understand that the city needs.”
But Champion said that residents are
not clamoring for change, and that the
election results showed this.
“The margin was important, I think,
to the mayor as an indication of the
depth and the strength of his support,”
he said.
Another Tufts employee also suffered
defeat in a local election on Tuesday.
Mail Services employee Mark Arena lost
out on a bid for an at-large seat on the
Medford City Council.
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Multiverse theory was once controversial, but is now backed by much evidence
FACULTY FORUM

continued from page 1

which has high repulsive gravity, the universe was made to
expand with acceleration.
“In a small fraction of a
second, a region smaller than
an atom is blown up larger
than the observable universe,”
Vilenkin said.
Eventually, the vacuum
decays, producing a hot fireball with many of the qualities
of the one described in the Big
Bang theory.
“The theory is in good agreement with the data,” he said.
“Once you have the fireball
... standard cosmology theory
takes over.”
When Guth first introduced
his theory 26 years ago, it was
only a hypothesis.
“Now it has very impressive
support from observational
data,” Vilenkin said.
The theory highlights a never-ending process called eternal inflation. While inflation
ends in some regions, each
as large as a universe, with
big bangs and hot fireballs, in
other places it still continues.
Vilenkin described each

universe in this process as
a bubble. While the bubbles
expand, the space between
them expands even faster,
making room for more bubbles to form.
“Unfortunately, we cannot
travel to other bubbles,” he
said. “We cannot catch up.”
Because of this, we can only
ever have indirect evidence of
the existence of other bubbles,
or universes, outside of our
own.
Vilenkin then addressed a
“bizarre and somewhat disturbing consequence” of this.
Each region has its own history of “everything that happens down to minute events,
like collisions of two atoms.”
Still, the number of histories that can occur is finite,
albeit an unimaginably large
number.
If these finite number of
histories play out in an infinite number of regions, “any
history that has an abovezero probability will happen
an infinite number of times,”
Vilenkin said. As a result,
there are an infinite number
of regions with the same his-

tory, allowing for the possibility that universes exist that are
more or less identical to our
own.
“I should tell you that scores
of your duplicates are now listening to this same lecture,”
Vilenkin joked.
Still, most of the regions will
be nothing like our universe,
as “there are many more ways
for things to be different than
there are [for things to be] the
same,” according to Vilenkin.
“Only a tiny fraction of all
these bubbles will be biofriendly, and we live in one of
them,” he said. “Most of the
bubbles are barren, but there
is nobody there to complain
about it.”
Vilenkin acknowledged that
while it was impossible to test
this theory by taking measurements from other universes,
scientists can use measurements from our observable
region to make strategic predictions about the constants
of nature.
If these predictions are confirmed, they may lend evidence
to the idea of a multiverse.
Vilenkin then turned to

his last topic, the question of
whether or not our universe
ever had a beginning, or if it
was always undergoing eternal
inflation.

“I should tell you that
scores of your duplicates are now listening to this same lecture.”
Alex Vilenkin
Director of the Tufts Institute
of Cosmology

Although “it would be an
attractive solution,” he thinks
that inflation had to have had a
beginning. “Even though inflation is eternal to the future, it
cannot be eternal to the past,”
he said.
As for what happened before
inflation, then, Vilenkin can’t
say definitively.
“I’m not going to give you a
satisfactory answer,” he said.
“Because you’ll keep asking

what happened before that.”
Vilenkin did propose that
perhaps closed universes with
zero energy and zero charge
were, in fact, created from
nothing.
“What this seems to suggest is that the laws are there
in some sense even before
the universe,” he said. “If the
laws of physics describe the
creation of the universe from
nothing, it appears they are
not mere descriptions of the
universe, but they have some
... existence before the universe.”
After Vilenkin’s lecture,
Professor of Physics and
Astronomy Lawrence Ford
spoke briefly about what controversy existed over the cosmic inflation theory.
While the idea of inflation
is fairly widely accepted, the
concept of a multiverse is still
more debated, he said.
The most controversial part,
however, “basically is the use
of the reasoning of the multiverse to try to draw conclusions about our own universe,”
Ford said. “That excites very
heated debates.”

New program should attract new types of students to Fletcher, says Uvin
FLETCHER

continued from page 1

LL.M. students in the building who are
looking at the legal aspects of these
problems.”
Uvin believes that the LL.M. program
will attract students to Fletcher who
might not have previously considered
studying there. He said that the new
program should also open doors for students currently enrolled in the school’s
Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy
(MALD) degree program.

“By heading this program, we also
hope that our regular MALD degree
program will become stronger, because
new courses will be added to the curriculum,” he said.
According to Glennon, the admissions process will be extremely selective.
The early application deadline is Nov.
15, and the entire Fletcher law faculty
will look at submissions once they have
passed through an initial admissions
committee. Applicants must be fluent

in English and demonstrate job experience.
“But here again,” Glennon said, “we
recognize the need for flexibility and will
be open-minded about non-traditional
career paths. We’ll look at everything
relevant to an applicant’s potential.”
President Lawrence Bacow is confident that the program will succeed.
“The new LL.M. program reflects the
reality that Fletcher is home to some
of the nation’s most outstanding international legal scholars,” he said in an

e-mail. “Based on requests for information from prospective students, the
program appears as if it will be very
popular.”
Glennon is also hopeful. “It occurred
to Fletcher’s faculty that we already
have the pieces in place to run a firstrate LL.M. program, and the real question was why we hadn’t done it sooner,”
he said. “And it was obvious that an
infusion of superb lawyers as LL.M.
students would add a lot to Fletcher’s
intellectual environment.”

TV is losing ground to individualized media consumption, says Dobrow
DOBROW

continued from page 1

JD: What the studios have
offered the writers is four
cents per download of material on the Internet, which is the
so called DVD formula. What
the writers are saying is that
there’s essentially no cost of
electronic distribution to the
studios, so that would increase
the studios’ profit margin on
something like that.
I think the writers are trying
to get a greater percentage of
the profits from that sort of
distribution. The writers are
also trying to get some coverage for game shows or reality
TV shows, all of which have
writers. But many … don’t
have pensions or health care
coverage, because their shows
are not covered by the Writers
Guild of America agreement.
Then, I think there are other
small issues they’re looking at,
but those are some of the biggest ones. …
[This is] going to affect the

MARKETS

film industry. It’s going to
affect things like nighttime talk
shows that are dependant upon
contemporaneous material —
that’s going to happen first. ...
Daytime television [is] going
to be hit immediately. There
are other shows where they’ve
stockpiled episodes, and the
impact won’t be as apparent.
JB: The fallout from this, then,
could be huge.
JD: It could be; it depends on
what happens. The Directors
Guild is the next one whose
contract is set to expire, and
I’ve heard news reports suggesting that directors might
settle. And if they settle, that
might push the writers into
settling.
So it might not be as protracted and crippling a strike
as it might be. Nobody really
knows yet. It’s a complicated
issue, but it’s certainly one that
we’re all going to be noticing, if
we haven’t already noticed it.
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JD: You would think that they
could. I think what they don’t
understand — and I believe
this — they don’t know the full
extent to it.
If you think about the way
that you watch television in
your own lifetime, it’s probably
shifted pretty dramatically from
when you were a kid and television meant sitting down in front
of the TV and watching it, to
a time when you were in high
school when you didn’t have
as much time to watch TV and
you would start to watch things
either on VHS or DVD when that
came along or TiVo if you had
it, to then college where people are consuming things more
electronically through mp3s
and then watching things on

Friday

YouTube and on the Internet.

[This is] going to
affect the film industry. It’s going to affect
things like night time
talk shows that are
dependant upon contemporaneous material. ... Daytime television [is] going to be
hit immediately.
Julie Dobrow
Communications and Media
Studies Program Director
So within your lifetime,
within the last two decades,
there really has been a dramatic shift in the way people
are watching television and
movies. I think we still don’t
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know, any of us; the studios
or academics who study this
sort of thing, we don’t know
yet how dramatic a shift that’s
going to be.
JB: So where do you see the
future of television?
JD: I would say, based on what
I do, what I know my students
here do, I think that the future
of television really is going
more towards this individualized use of media. I think that
is going to change the nature
of [television] very much.
There are people who I know
in the industry who say things
like, “Network television is
dead.” I’m not sure that it’s
dead, but it certainly is not as
healthy as it once was, and it’s
morphing.
Jamie Bologna is a senior majoring in political science and
Spanish. He can be reached at
james.bologna@tufts.edu.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I just try to stick to
sailing my own race
and kick some ass. I
was the underdog.”
Andrew Criezis
sophomore
see page 18
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Poker just a game of cards? Don’t bet on it

Michael Sherry | Political Animal

Carrie Battan
Daily Editorial Board

For Andrew Woods, Executive Director of
the Global Poker Strategic Thinking Society
(GPSTS), winning a game of poker could
mean a lot more than making some money
while bonding over pork rinds and beer. A
national organization that began in April,
GPSTS is injecting a strategic and educational focus to one of the world’s most popular
card games.
Chapters of the society have been popping up at universities across the nation
including UCLA, Brown, Stanford, Carnegie
Mellon, Cornell, University of Michigan,
George Washington — and Tufts.
The society started after Woods, a thirdyear student at Harvard Law School, shared
his love of poker with Harvard Law Professor
Charles Nesson over dinner one evening,
sparking a discussion about the possibility of
an academic-based poker gathering. Poker,
Woods said, develops a range of cognitive
abilities and strategic thinking skills, and can
be an effective teaching tool.
“When it comes right down to it, poker is a
recreational game that requires you to utilize
tremendous cognitive abilities in order to
be successful,” he said. “In our view, poker
is a social game, a mathematical game and
a psychological game ... [it’s also] a fantastic
metaphor for life.”
It was Nesson himself who inspired Josh
Goldstein, a student at the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy, to establish one such
society at Tufts. A researcher at Harvard’s
Berkman Center for Internet and Society,
which was created by Nesson a decade ago,
Goldstein became intrigued by the idea of
connecting poker to fields like international
relations, business, law and diplomacy.
Goldstein and Nesson discussed the idea
of creating a society at Tufts that would be
specific to the Fletcher School.
“I started talking to him [Nesson] and
folks at the law school about an initiative
here at Fletcher that has a particular focus on
the things that people here at Fletcher care
about,” he said. The Tufts chapter of GPSTS,

Cracks in the edifice

U
MCT Campus

A chapter of the Global Poker Strategic Thinking Society (GPSTS), an organization that
looks to promote education and learning through poker game strategy, is opening at
Tufts. The group will link poker to academic topics like international diplomacy.
which is open to both undergraduates and
Fletcher students, will hold its first meeting
at 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 28.
“The idea is that we’ll have a regularly
scheduled poker game that will be at a time
when people who are interested can come,
but also talk about some of these issues of
strategy,” Goldstein said.
Goldstein said there are specific parallels
between the game of poker and international diplomatic pursuits.
“There are some really interesting connections, especially on the level of diplomacy,” he said. “If you look at the diplomatic
relations between the U.S. and Iran, it’s a
series of rounds that involves many of the
things that poker involves, ultimately using
different strategies to achieve the end goal,
which is winning.”
Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences and Professor of Economics Lynne
Pepall used poker in her instruction of game
theory, a branch of mathematics.
“We would play a very simple poker game

between two players,” she said. “The class
could see that there’s a strategy of bluffing.”
Pepall said that by the end of nearly 50
rounds of poker, students were bluffing
at highly strategic levels — and according
to avid poker players, this is a result of an
increased ability to read the opponent psychologically. Kevin Wong, a Tufts sophomore
and regular poker player, equated the development of poker skills to the ability to analyze others.
“People who are beginners play the cards,”
he said. “The good poker player can play
people.”
Pepall supported the idea of using poker
in education and in analyzing social relations.
“You try and capture what you think are all
the elements of that game that they’re playing, so ultimately we’re trying to predict how
individuals behave in situations of strategic
uncertainty,” she said. “For social science, it
see POKER, page 5

Focus on the Faculty | Adele Fleet Bacow, Part II

Adele holds subtle but important influence at Tufts
by Jessica

Bidgood

Daily Editorial Board

Yesterday, the Daily examined Adele
Fleet Bacow’s early life and her successful
career as the head of her own community
planning firm. Today’s article, the second in
a two-part series, looks at her role on Tufts
campus.
Like her unique career in a pioneering
field, the home life of Adele Fleet Bacow is
rather unconventional; when she is not at
work, she is serving as one of Tufts’ representatives and trusted leaders.
There is no official position of “first lady”
at Tufts — she is listed as an “affiliate” for
the Office of the President in the Tufts
directory — and so Bacow’s job at Tufts is
self-defined.
“I live on this campus, so it’s my community,” she said.
In her capacity as community member,
she attends activities and events, travels
with her husband when she can and helps
to host some of the 9,000 individuals who
come through the Gifford House every
year.
“I think it’s really about representing
Tufts, and helping to do outreach,” she
said. “I feel like I get the fun part!”
For the most part, Bacow tends to keep
her career separate from her life at the
university — but has still found occasion
at Tufts to use her skills in community
planning and art. Her first day on campus,
she immediately recognized the design
potential of the Tisch library roof; her
idea planted the seeds for this summer’s
planned renovations that will include a
new landscape and structures designed by
a public artist.
“I remember saying to Larry [Bacow],

‘This is a perfect spot for some really great
landscape design, and great public art,’”
she said. “And now we’re doing it! I’m very
excited that that’s happening.”
But in general, her role at the university
is much less tangible. As one of the residents of Gifford House, Bacow finds herself
at the center of campus in times of celebration and, conversely, in times of sadness. She laughed, recalling how students
rushed to Gifford House upon the Red Sox
World Series triumph two Sundays ago.
“To hear the students in one breath go
‘Go Red Sox! Go Red Sox’ and then, ‘Larry
Bacow! Larry Bacow!’” she said. “I don’t
think we understand the connection, to be
honest, but it was very touching.”
At the same time, she acknowledged the
difficulty of being at the center of campus
during challegning times. When phone
calls come in at three in the morning
regarding on-campus emergencies, she
said, she is one of the first to hear about
what’s going on.
Due to her close proximity to Tufts’
president and high level administrators,
she often has a unique perspective of what
goes on behind the scenes when crises
arise.
“I think that what few people can comprehend is what happens behind that
e-mail that’s written when a student dies,
or when complicated and hurtful issues
arise on campus,” she said.
She said she often sees her husband’s
internal struggle as he decides how to deal
with challenges and adversity on campus.
“It’s a matter of being very thoughtful
and deliberate, and doing what in your
heart you think is the right thing to do,
knowing full well that the right thing to do
can be viewed as a hurtful thing to some

people and as a brave thing to someone
else.”
This year, Tufts’ interaction with its surrounding communities has been one such
concern, with several incidents involving
students and locals casting a shadow on
that relationship. But Bacow said she has
seen positive steps in town-gown relations,
referencing local bonding efforts such as
Tufts Community Day and a recent event
honoring Tufts’ new administrative building on New George St.
She said she knows that late-night partying can be a concern for neighbors, and
advised a policy of openness and integrity
between students and their neighbors.
“Something as simple and civil as
knocking on a neighbor’s door and warning them, and giving them your phone
number” could do a great deal to alleviate
noise-related tension, she said. “It’s just a
matter of communication. It’s not that parties should never happen.”
Bacow said Tufts is a vibrant community
of which she is proud to be a member.
“I love the values of the people here,”
she said. “It tends to be not about their
own selves, but about what their intelligence can offer to the world, or to humanity, or to their neighbor.”
She said she recognizes in Tufts the
same diversity of experience that she had
been looking for upon her own arrival in
Boston, as a student at Wellesley College in
her youth.
“I appreciate the diversity of the people
here in terms of their interest in a lot of
different things,” she said. “They’re not
one-dimensional.”
As for her future, Bacow said she hopes
see BACOW, page 5

ntil now, I haven’t written
a column about Hillary for
a few reasons.

First, there’s nothing I can say about her that
hasn’t been said a million times by pundits,
columnists and random people on the street.
Hillary has been vilified, lionized, demonized,
mocked, praised, honored, celebrated, joked
about, spat upon and everything in between.
She’s a walking, talking Rorschach ink blot —
everyone sees different things in her.
Secondly, she’s sort of a boring story, at least
to me. She’s a solid but not a flashy campaigner. She doesn’t make entertaining gaffes or
screwups. She doesn’t have any quirks or witty
jokes. Her message is dreadfully sensible, cautious, and scripted. She’s raising boatloads of
money, relentlessly locking up endorsements
and putting the pieces of a winning campaign
together slowly, methodically and carefully.
Boringly.
Of course, the woman is trying to win her
party’s nomination, not provide amusement
for political junkies like me. Still, sometimes I
wish she’d say something outlandish, make a
dirty joke or get pissed off, just so I don’t have
to open the paper and see another story about
how she made a perfectly acceptable stump
speech.
Her dominance is making the race for the
Democratic nomination much, much less
interesting than the Republicans’ contest,
which is an all-out slugfest with no clear frontrunner.
But lo! There may be hope for some
mudslinging yet. Last week, at a debate at
Drexel University, the Democratic candidates
got their hands dirty for the first real time.
Obama finally unveiled his inner Mr. Hyde,
John Edwards went into full-blown attack-dog
mode, and even little-known Chris Dodd took
some well-aimed potshots, with an aggression borne of desperation. All three of them
had their guns pointed squarely at the clear
frontrunner, Hillary.
This isn’t entirely unprecedented. The rest
of the Democratic field has targeted Hillary at
debates before. Those are, after all, the rules
of the nomination game: The frontrunner
tries to fend off his or her challengers to the
throne, while the rest of the candidates have
an unspoken agreement to lay off each other
until the big cheese is toppled. Then someone
else is the frontrunner, and the game begins
anew. Whoever is ahead when nomination
time rolls around has won.
So no, the targeting of Hillary wasn’t unprecedented in this race (though the strength of
the opposition was much stronger this time
around than ever before). What was different
was that it worked. It actually threw Hillary off
her game. She looked uncertain, she contradicted herself, she parsed and split hairs.
For the first time this race, she looked like
just a regular candidate, a mortal among fellow mortals on the debate stage. It shattered
the illusion of “Hillary and the rest.” During
that debate, Hillary was one of the rest.
This is a pretty big deal. Previously, attacks
by her rivals seemed to roll off her, leaving
her unharmed. A quick, sensible rebuttal, and
she’d be on her way, deftly changing the subject from her own troubles to the errors of
President Bush or Congressional Republicans.
Like her husband, the Teflon President, Hillary
was the Teflon Candidate: Nothing they threw
at her seemed to stick.
No longer.
The other candidates smell blood in
the water for the first time. The news
media senses, at long last, a story on the
Democrats other than “Hillary Continues
to Dominate.” Hillary’s polls have dropped
a bit in Iowa and New Hampshire.
The race for the Democratic nomination might just be interesting after all.

Michael Sherry is a junior majoring in poltical science. He can be reached at michael.
sherry@tufts.edu.
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has a lot of potential ... I can see the
scope for wanting to play poker and
seeing it as an educational opportunity.”
Many Tufts poker players are
drawn to the game for its recreational components. But in the process,
students interviewed said it has
enhanced their strategic thinking.
At one point in his career at Tufts,
senior and Economics major Chris
Dutton played poker with other students once or twice per week and
played online two to three times per
week. An avid fan of the game, he
wrote his college entrance essay on
poker’s relation to strategic thinking.
“Poker is a puzzle,” he said. “That
type of thinking in general ... can
really hone your problem solving
skills and your analytical skills.”
But poker, which is usually associated with an exchange of money,
has at least one potential downside
at Tufts: Massachusetts state law forbids “registering bets, or buying or
selling pools, on the result of poker
hands, games or tournaments.”
Woods, however, maintained that

the focus of GPSTS is on strategy,
not money.
“I think that the objections that
exist around poker are objections
based around fears of compulsive
gaming,” he said. “You think poker,
you think gambling. We don’t gamble in our society. No one pays any
money ... poker is substantially different than what you would think of
as traditional gambling.”
In playing poker weekly at Tufts,
Wong said he’s seen students incorporate money into their games, but
that poker is more about bonding
than gambling.
“You play because you’re doing
something as well as hanging out
with people,” he said. “I don’t think
it’s money-oriented. It’s more about
socializing than really hardcore
money exchanges.”
This social component is what
helps make GPSTS successful,
according to Woods.
“There’s a recreational component
of poker that makes it fun. People like
it, and that’s why it’s a good tool for
education,” he said. “Most students
aren’t interested enough to go learn
these skills in a textbook.”

From Boston to the library roof,
Adele stops to enjoy the view
BACOW

continued from page 3

to continue the fortuitous nature
of her career so far.
“I feel fortunate to have been
enjoying my work as much as I
have been for so long. I am still in
shock that this major that I made
up so many years ago, that I didn’t
really know what it was, is still
something that I’m involved in
doing,” she said.
“To be able to combine arts and

community development, which
were my two passions, and to
have them integrate more, is truly
rewarding,” she added.
Bacow plans to continue to
enjoy her work, and to carve out
more time in her life for her family — and for life’s simple joys — in
the process.
“I think I’m at a stage not to
say that I want to conquer more
mountains, but to enjoy the view
more,” she said.

Features

2008

continued from page 3

SPRING

For broader thinkers, poker
is more than just a card game
POKER

register now
The Tufts Daily
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FOR TUFTS AND MUSEUM SCHOOL

studio art courses

filmmaking, painting, printmaking,
jewelrymaking, ceramics, video,
photography, sculpture, and more!
Visit www.smfa.edu/tuftscourses for a complete schedule and description of
courses. Courses are held at Tufts (Lane Hall) and the Museum School Campus.

www.smfa.edu/tuftscourses
Continuing Education Office | School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston | 230 The Fenway | Boston, MA 02115
617-369-3644 | coned@smfa.edu | www.smfa.edu/tuftscourses

Winter Recess Housing begins December
21, 2007 at 12 p.m. and ends at 9 a.m. on
January 14, 2008. International students
who live outside the U.S. and will not be
going home are eligible to apply.

10% off for dinner for students with
Tufts ID

Applications are available on line at
http://ase.tufts.edu/reslife or at the
Office of Residential Life and Learning
located in South hall.
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 9:00 am – 8:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
reslife@tufts.edu
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Albert Berger tells how he went from Hill Hall to Hollywood
by

Diana Landes

Daily Editorial Board

“Avenue Q,” the musical which features puppets who use profane language
and engage in sexual acts, also boasts
a musical number entitled, “What do
you do with a B.A. in English?” This
question is becoming increasingly relevant for literary-minded seniors as
degree sheet deadlines and lingering
math requirements are quickly becoming the only things standing between
the Tufts bubble and this much talkedabout “real world.”
On Monday evening, some students’
fears about the future may have been
eased slightly as Tufts alumnus Albert
Berger (LA ‘79), an English and political science double major, discussed
his career in the film industry. Several
years ago, Berger formed Bona Fide
Productions with his longtime artistic partner Ron Yerxa. They’ve produced such notable films as “Little
Miss Sunshine” (2006), “Little Children”
(2006), “Cold Mountain” (2003) and
“Election” (1999) — the latter of which
provided the framework for Monday’s
discussion.
No film program, no problem
Berger credits his years at Tufts for
helping him cultivate and develop his
movie tastes. As a student at Tufts,
which in the late ‘70s had no communications and media studies program,
Berger had to find his own ways of feeding his film fascination.
“The great thing about Tufts is that
unlike some other places that have very
well worked-out film programs, you sort
of have to find your own way to explore
film,” Berger. “You really get educated
in other things, which is what college
is all about. You sort of create your own
program in film. It sort of forced you to
be entrepreneurial about it.”
During his time at Tufts, Berger initiated new ways of studying film that had
not previously been attempted by other
students. As a sophomore, Berger felt a
need to share movies with others, and
so was born the Tufts Alternative Film
Series.
“We showed films in Hill Hall and all
of my friends would bring our mattresses down — people would sit on mattresses and project movies on the wall,”
he recalled.
Berger went on to run
the Tufts Film Series, as well as write
film reviews for the Tufts Observer.
Though there was no defined film

studies program, Berger took film courses wherever he could, through whatever
department was offering them. He cites
the Experimental College as providing
some of his favorite courses.
You don’t need subtitles to make a film
literary
Berger’s taste for English courses at
Tufts however, also seems to have had
an affect on his career and the sorts of
films he develops.
“So many of our movies are based
on books: ‘Cold Mountain’ is based
on a book, ‘Little Children’ is based
on a book, ‘Bee Season,’ [(2005)] ‘The
Ice Harvest,’ [(2005)] — so much of it
comes out of [literature],” Berger said.
Currently, the guys at Bona Fide
Productions are most excited about
another book that is in the process
of being developed into a film. Tom
Perrotta, who wrote the novel “Election”
as well as the novel and parts of the
screenplay for “Little Children,” is drafting the screenplay for his latest novel,
“The Abstinence Teacher.” In addition
to Perrotta, this film will boast Jonathan
Dayton and Valerie Faris, directors of
“Little Miss Sunshine” — and a slew of
‘90s music videos.
Berger describes the tale as “a story
for our times.”
It follows a sex education teacher in
a public high school who stirs up fundamentalist backlash with a classroom
comment.
“It’s about this woman’s relationship with a fundamentalist and how it
evolves into a romantic relationship,”
Berge said. “It takes on the culture wars
but it’s very character-driven.”
If his history is any indication, Berger
has a good eye for books ripe for movie
adaptation. Before “Cold Mountain”
became a massive bestseller, Berger
had the good fortune to find it in a
bookstore and, sensing that the book
would translate well to film, secured
the rights to it.
Always the man behind-the-scenes
Before he was producing multimillion dollar films starring the likes of
Jude Law and Nicole Kidman, however,
Berger was just another recent college grad. After graduating from Tufts,
Berger returned to his hometown of
Chicago and opened a movie theater
that showed double features as well as
art and independent films. Running a
cool repertory theater soon gave way to
graduate school at Columbia University

in New York, where he studied screenwriting and directing during the administration of Milos Forman.
Berger spent 10 years as a screenwriter after film school, but found that
the films people would pay him to write
were not, in fact, films he would want
to see. When he finally grew tired of
helping write big-budget, studio comedies — like the 1987 Goldie Hawn/
Kurt Russell mistaken identity/fishout-of-water vehicle “Overboard” — he
decided to try his hand at producing.
This career move would allow for more
complete creative control and an ability to produce films that resonate with
audiences and have personal value to
Berger.

Before he was producing
multimillion dollar films
starring the likes of Jude Law
and Nicole Kidman, however, Berger was just another
recent college grad. After
graduating from Tufts, Berger
returned to his hometown of
Chicago and opened a movie
theater that showed double
features as well as art and
independent films.
Producing something without the pen
“Finally it started to dawn on me
that as a writer, I was only getting
hired to write projects that other people
decided to pay me for,” Berger said. “As
a producer you can choose your own
projects ... It’s almost like you’re sharing an appreciation of something, as
opposed to when you are a writer [and]
you have to create that thing from the
ground up.”
Berger became a producer almost
inadvertently. At Monday’s discussion,
he told the story of how his first major
production was born. He and Yerxa
went to the Sundance Film Festival
in 1989 and, having been kicked out
of a party, went to a nearby screening
of Steven Soderbergh’s “Sex, Lies and
Videotape.” Inspired by the film, the two
approached Soderbergh about working
on a project together and shortly there-

after — give or take five or six years —
their first film, “King of the Hill” (1993)
was born.
These days, Berger seems to relish
the creative freedom that comes with
being a producer, choosing to work on
films that are important to him.
But what exactly does a producer
do?
It’s a bit difficult to pin down exactly,
but as Berger explains, it starts with an
idea — in his case, often from a book. If
the idea has movie potential, a producer will take it to a director, get a studio
on board, and begin developing a script
with writers.
“Sometimes we’ll read a story in a
magazine or hear a piece of music ... It
starts with something we have an interest in,” Berger said. “Once in a while,
a screenplay shows up like ‘Little Miss
Sunshine’ that is great in and of itself
and you’re off to the races. But more
often than not, you’ve got to come up
with the initial idea and start from the
ground floor.”
Getting to the silver screen through a
few white lies
Having an interest in subject matter
that he describes as “the fringes” or
“left of center” is precisely why Berger’s
films work. That’s not to say it’s easy to
get these films made. During his lecture on Monday, Berger explained that
getting the studio on board with “Little
Miss Sunshine” which he describes as
“an R-rated family film,” required a bit
of truth-bending. Berger indicated that
if you believe in a project that is slightly
controversial — say, a heroin snorting grandpa or a gay, suicidal, Proust
scholar uncle — it may be necessary to
omit certain details until the studio can
screen the completed film.
For example, the details of “Election,”
which involves teenage lesbianism and
extramarital affairs with a minor, might
not have gone over well with the conservative community in Omaha, Neb., where
it was filmed. In order to use the high
school and other areas of the city, a fake
script was circulated and the film was
made without stirring up controversy.
Berger’s advice to those who do not
wish to log 15-hour days in a cubicle
come graduation seems to be that if
you really have something to say, you’ll
find a way to say it — and if you really
believe in your work, chances are someone else will, too. That person, company or giant Hollywood studio may even
have the money to make it happen.
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GALLERY REVIEW

Photos of Latin America offer intimate view of identity, character
Jim Dow

Entrance to Women’s Bathroom, Mercado Flores Magón, Naucalpan, Mexico State, 2005.
by

Emily de Armas

Contributing Writer

Jim Dow, a professor at the
School of the Museum of Fine
Arts, has been photographing

Jim Dow: Capital
Architecture (Buenos
Aires / Mexico City)
At the David Rockefeller
Center for Latin American
Studies at Harvard
University
CGIS South Building,
Second Floor
1730 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA
Buenos Aires since the 1980s
and Mexico City since early
2000. His current exhibit, on
view at the David Rockefeller
Center for Latin American
Studies at Harvard University,
consists of a series of photographs taken during several
of his numerous trips to Latin
America.
“Capital
Architectures
(Buenos Aires/ Mexico City)”
captures a different view
of Latin America than the

expected smattering of political strife, poverty, tropical
beauty and chaos. Dow’s photographs offer intimate and
personal views of these two
mega-cities of Latin America.
Interior spaces and details not
only define and identify each
location, but also demonstrate
the connections between the
traditions of the past and the
perpetually modernizing forces at play in Buenos Aires and
Mexico City.
The photographs are located on the second floor of the
Center for Latin American
Studies, along a stretch of
wall nestled between offices
and other rooms. Though the
Center seems like a natural
place to display such thematic pieces, the strength of the
visual progression gets lost
among supply closets and the
sounds of conference calls.
These photos of fútbol stadiums, religious shrines, highways and shop interiors are
less powerful when placed
above filing cabinets.
The somewhat strange
venue for these photos, however, is not enough to take
away from their meaning.
The most striking thing about
Dow’s photos is the way that

he captures interior spaces
that connote moments of solitude and respite. It’s almost as
if these spaces are alive and
aware of the staring eyes of the
viewer, giving us permission
to temporarily enter the space
and absorb what they have to
offer.
The vibrancy of these color
photos and sharp detail convey a sense of frankness and
forcefulness not expected
from photos that, for the most
part, lack people. “Capital
Architectures” does not aim
to capture the architecture of
structural buildings in a literal
sense, though the beauty of
the material spaces enhances some of the photos. Dow
constructs the architecture of
Buenos Aires and Mexico City
by presenting the viewer with
images that assert each as a
distinct place, with its own
identity.
The pieces complement one
another; they are often shown
in pairs that depict similar
scenes from each respective
city. For example, “Living
Room, Private House, La
Herradura, Estado de Mexico”
(2006) and “Living Room,
Esperanza, Santa Fe” (1997)
are both photos of interiors of

homes, one decidedly Mexican
and the other is Argentinean.
The first piece is an image
of a colorful sofa with floral
patterns and bright colors that
brings to mind Mexican shawls.
A stylized portrait of the Virgin
leans against the end of the
sofa, asserting this space as
Mexican. In contrast, “Living
Room, Esperanza, Santa Fe”
(1997) reflects the European
design influences found in
the décor of this Buenos Aires
home, with its high ceilings,
dark woods and minimalist
furniture.
These comparisons show
the differences and similarities between the cities, but
also describe the push and pull
between the modern advancements of contemporary society
and the traditional past in which
these cities are deeply rooted.
These signs and vestiges of
the past appear in nearly every
photo in this collection, either
as a shrine to a religious figure
or as a run-down mural of Eva
Perón. This strange dichotomy
between the modern and the
old creates dynamism, not only
in Dow’s work, but also in the
culture that he aims to capture.
It is this type of detail that
causes the viewer to reassess

This week, we have a showdown
of military strength, with Captain
John Miller (played by Tom Hanks)
from “Saving Private Ryan” (1998),
Gunnery Sergeant Hartman (R. Lee
Emery) from “Full Metal Jacket”
(1987), Capt. “Hawkeye” Pierce (Alan
Alda) from “M*A*S*H” (1976), and
Sergeant Bilko (Steve Martin) from
“Sgt. Bilko” (1996) squaring off.
The first round begins as expected, with Gunnery Sergeant Hartman
spewing bilious phrases about the
inadequacies of his opponents, most
of them involving golf balls and garden hoses. Taking such talk as offensive, Captain John Miller attempts to
take on Hartman in a war of words,
since he was, after all, a high school
English teacher in his former life.
While those two go at it, Sgt. Bilko
begins to set up a gambling racket
over the results of the match, placing
most of his money on Hawkeye.
Back in the other corner, Captain
Miller calls in an air raid to take out
Sgt. Hartman — he tried it earlier,

his or her perception of life
in the modernizing world of
Latin America. One of the
most intriguing images in this
work-in progress collection is
“Mannequin Factory, Centro
Histórico, Distrito Federal”
(2005). In this image, light from
the open window diffuses the
interior of a mannequin shop
in which several naked mannequin forms are arranged in
the foreground. Pictures of
old fashion magazines adorn
the walls and a worktable in
the background is strewn with
tools and objects.
The scene is somewhat
nostalgic as one can imagine
the type of people who work
in this old shop with peeling
wallpaper and faded magazine
covers. A closer look, however,
reveals a modern day commodity: a plastic soda bottle
hides among the myriad of
objects on the worktable, a
prevailing sign of life in the
21st century situated in a rich
past.
Dow’s photographs introduce viewers to the poignant differences between
Argentinean and Mexican
culture through the aesthetic
characteristics specific to each
flourishing metropolis.

but his damn hand kept shaking. A
few seconds later a score of bombers
fly overhead and — with pinpoint
accuracy — drop a bevy of explosives
on the ornery old drill sergeant making him the first to leave the match.
As the fight gets drawn out, Alan
Alda drops his character and takes
upon himself to get preachy and try
to direct the action in the cage, just
as he did with the end of “M*A*S*H,”
much to the chagrin of Bilko.
Unfortunately, Alda is a complete
tool and scripts his own death at the
hands of Miller, which Captain Miller
gladly acts out.
With only Sgt. Bilko and Capt.
Miller left, the fighting reaches a
lull, since both are really pacifists
at heart. Just as the audience thinks
that the fight will end in a truce,
Freddy Kreuger comes back from last
week and kills them both. It’s only
proof that in war, no one wins ...
except horror movie stars ...
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department
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Interview | Josh Brolin

Josh Brolin speaks on blossoming career and experiences with Coen Brothers
by

Cory Lewis

Contributing Writer

The Coen Brothers’ new film “No Country
for Old Men” is yet another shining example of their ability to throw film-making
convention out the door and reestablish
the bounds of what makes a great movie.
Joel and Ethan Coen utilize an ever-present
combination of an all-star cast, a masterful
script, and truly ground breaking direction. This movie has no music and the
stars almost never interact on screen. The
guys that created “Fargo” (1996) and “The
Big Lebowski” (1998) have now come up
with another classic in “No Country for Old
Men,” based on the 2005 book of the same
name by Cormac McCarthy
Josh Brolin plays the lead role of
Llewellyn Moss, a Vietnam veteran who
lives in a trailer park and works as an
industrial welder. His accidental encounter with an abandoned truck filled with
two million dollars and heroin surrounded
by dead bodies starts the film off with a
bang. Needless to say, violence ensues,
despite the efforts of Sheriff Bell (Tommy
Lee Jones). Particularly disturbing is Javier
Bardem’s character, Anton Chigurh, a murderer on Moss’s trail who flips coins to
determine how he proceeds with his victims.
Brolin spoke to the Daily at a round table
interview about his preparations for acting
in a notoriously difficult Coen Brothers
movie, and how it all came together once
they were on set.
Question: How do you prepare for a Coen
Brothers movie?
Josh Brolin: Um, you pry, that’s what you
do. You pry because they’re not the most
verbose duo. At least during the rehearsal
process they’re open, they’re very open,
because, well, they’re not great conversationalists and they don’t feel any need to
uphold their end of the conversation in
the least ... But, now that I know them well,
there’s a million different things to talk
about ... In the end, it’s just, you don’t know

me, I don’t know you, let’s just do the work.
It’s all about the work.

Q: Did your motorcycle accident change
your approach to acting at all?

Q: How does the fact that your character
spends a lot of time not talking, and is often
surrounded by dead bodies, affect your
psyche as an actor?

JB: No and yes, I mean, that was the great
thing about doing this movie. The Coens
have no egos, and there isn’t a lot of petting
going on with actors. In the beginning especially, actors have insecurities, and a director
will usually pick up on that, and he’ll either
try to bash it out of you or make you feel bad
for it or put you up on a pedestal where you
don’t belong, so the great thing about working with [the Coens] is there’s an incredible
lack of ego and compliments and all that
stuff, so it becomes only about the work ...
And you know, that was the great thing about
my accident: I was just there! And then I was
in the air! And I was like s**t, I’m not gonna be
able to do that Coen Brothers movie, and that
sucks! So it all worked out, but hey, anything
can happen. Cormac’s book, it has the same
theme, anything can happen.

JB: Well, when you have the dead bodies,
after they yell cut, blinking and going like
this [makes a strange hand motion on his
eyes], and standing up, and their eyes are
still white because they have the contacts
still in, it’s pretty humorous. It makes for
some good joke-telling. But, no man, for
your psyche, no, it’s all make believe, you
lend yourself to the moment where it’s
happening, and then you go have your
coffee and your donut and maybe talk to
the props guy, or maybe get in with the
props girl, who’s his assistant, and is pretty
hot. No, I’m kidding, I’m making it all up,
because we’re on the set, we create our own
fun, and especially with a movie that’s this
heavy, you create a lot more fun than you
normally would in a comedy, where everything is much more serious on the set.
Q: You’ve had a pretty big year this year, can
you talk about the four films you made and
your experiences with them?
JB: Well, I don’t want to sound pretentious, but there are five, and I only say that
because I really like that movie, and while
not a lot of people saw it, I really enjoyed
“The Dead Girl” (2006). One of the best
compliments I’ve gotten was when I saw
Sean Penn at Sundance, and he goes, “Yo,
saw ‘The Dead Girl’ — f--kin’ loved it!” But,
you know, I think the difference now is that
people are seeing these movies. I mean,
I’ve liked the work I’ve done before this
year, too.
Q: You must be exhausted after five movies
in such a short period of time?
JB: No, no, because they are exciting. They
are really exciting parts and really exciting
filmmakers, so no, not at all.

Q: Were you a fan of the book before you
did the movie?
JB: Sam Shepard turned me onto the
book when I was in Austin working on
“Grindhouse” [2007], so yeah, I was a fan of
the book before the movie.
Q: Was Llewellyn Moss the character you
were interested in when you read the
book?
JB: No, I wasn’t interested in any character
when I read it. I think if I was interested in
anything, it would have been Chigurh ... He
is so confident that he is the messenger, he
is the grim reaper, the messenger of death
or however you want to put it. I think,
rightly so, Llewellyn, having had two tours
in Nam, thought that he was resourceful
enough, having taken this money, to deal
with any kind of obstacles that came up.
Q: How did you construct your acting when
the three main characters never interact on
screen?
JB: Well, we were very specific about the whole

look. When you’re doing dialogue, and you’re
playing a character, it’s a little easier ‘cause you
have this crutch that you can always rely on
whether its brilliant or if it turns out to be not
so brilliant. We’ve had both, Javier and I, and
Tommy too, everybody. But the quiet, that’s
a whole other thing, because you have to
convey the ideas and the story that you’re telling, but the fear is, ‘Oh I’m gonna be boring so
I’m gonna start doing things that don’t belong
there.’ And yet when you’re not doing anything, and you lend yourself to this vacancy,
then you’re not filling the moment properly.
So we talked a lot about that, you know, how
much should Llewellyn talk to himself when
he’s out in the desert ... We don’t want him
to start to seem crazy. We want a guy that’s
basically keeping himself company, because
that’s what you do when you spend all that
time alone ... The setting becomes a character;
the ambiance becomes a character ... So it
became a huge challenge for us and a huge
challenge for me ...
Q: How is it working with two directors on
one film?
JB: They finish each others sentences.
There are no arguments, ever, no real disagreements, and if there is a disagreement,
it’s usually one immediately going, ‘Oh,
okay, that’s fine.’ They aren’t even looking at
each other, they’re looking at you, so it’s like
they’ve already figured it out. It’s kind of
miraculous; I’ve never really seen anything
quite like it.
Q: You and Javier and Tommy never really
see each other on screen. Did you work on
some sort of existential continuity that created the connection that you inevitably feel
between the three of you during the film?
JB: No, no, you know that’s one of those
questions where you would have asked
the Coens, and they would of have gone,
“Nah.” I think a lot of that stuff comes
afterwards. I don’t think that you can play
that in movies. You play the reality in movies, and then when you’re in post, you start
putting stuff together.

What are Jumbos listening to ... outside Dewick-MacPhie Dining Hall?
This time the Daily asked students what they were listening to outside the Dewick. With a craving for those smiley-face potato things, a machine-dispensed waffle, or the reliable
burger, these hungry students’ stomachs grumble along with their music selections.

“LoveStoned (I Think She Knows)”
by Justin Timberlake

Naomi Bryant/Tufts Daily

“Motown Never Sounded So Good”
by Less Than Jake

Naomi Bryant/Tufts Daily

“Personally, I listen to
it more for practice. I’m
a choreographer, so I’m
always dancing.”
Rony Jacques
senior

“Attack”
by System of a Down

“It’s just what’s on shuffle.”
Aaron Korenewsky
freshman

Naomi Bryant /Tufts Daily

“It’s kind of upbeat and
I’m in a good mood
because I like the weather.”
Aaron Cantu
freshman

“These Dreams of You”
by Van Morrison

Naomi Bryant /Tufts Daily

“It’s good fall music.”
Jessica Sites
sophomore

ALBUM REVIEW

Whininess, lack of originality poke holes in armor of Sleep’s newest album
by

Grant Beighley

Daily Editorial Board

New Jersey native Armor
for Sleep made waves with its
first two independent releas-

Smile for Them
Armor for Sleep
Warner Bros/Wea
es, “Dream to Make Believe”
(2003) and “What to Do When
You Are Dead” (2005), albums

full of whiny emo anthems
about how terrible life is in
affluent suburbs. While these
two releases aren’t completely awful, they definitely left
room for growth from the fairly young group.
Armor for Sleep’s newest
release, “Smile For Them,” its
first on major label Warner
Brothers/ Sire Records, was a
huge chance for the group to
take advantage of the low bar
set by its first releases, and to
break out of the Tri-state (New

York/New Jersey/Connecticut)
emo scene.
But in “Smile,” the band
seems to have opted for stagnation over musical maturity.
The first track, “Smile for the
Camera,” immediately bashes
the listener over the head with
lackluster and uninspiring lyrics. The opening lyrics of the
song read, “What if you find
out / Everyone that’s in your
life / Is only being paid off /
By a T.V. studio / And every
conversation / Everyone’s

had with you / Was scripted
by the writers / Living in Los
Angeles.” Seriously, that’s horrific.
The sound of lead singer Ben
Jorgenson’s voice is also terribly annoying. While some singers are simply nasal-sounding
by nature, such as Andrew
McMahon
of
Something
Corporate, it is painfully obvious that Jorgenson is going for
a sound so nasal it makes ears
bleed. The strangely scratchy
quality of his dying-raccoon

squeals makes listeners want
to off themselves before the
next track finishes.
The second cut from the
album, “Williamsburg,” pushes the record from bad to
worse. The tune is a jab at
the aesthetic of Williamsburg,
Brooklyn. The lyrics, however,
read like the ingredients list
on a box of Cap’n Crunch.
“Brooklyn’s a deathbed / For
clones of the same kid / Stuck
see SLEEP, page 11
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The Phantom Gourmet calls our Crispy Rolls
“addictive”!

Come try some at Benjapon’s today!

195 Elm Street. Somerville
(btwn Subway & Boloco)
617-776-THAI
www.benjapons.com
Mon – Sat: 11.30am-10pm
Free Delivery!! (min $15)
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The Construction of Asian American Identity in the Film Industry
Come hear ﬁlmmaker Eric Byler of Charlotte Sometimes and Americanese, speak about
the media representation of Asian Americans in ﬁlms and its effects on
identity construction. Eric has also made a TV pilot and several Youtube political
documentaries focusing on the intersection of race and politics.
For more information on Eric please go to:
http://myspace.com/ericbyler
http://www.youtube.com/user/EricByler52
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Dinner will be provided!
Sponsored by the Asian American Center through support from
the AS&E Diversity Fund and co-sponsored by American
Studies, Communicationand Media Studies, and Sociology
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TOP TEN | RERUNS
An ever-so-unfortunate strike by the Writers Guild of America is certain to have devastating effects on television enthusiasts everywhere.
	In upcoming weeks, new episodes of America’s favorite shows will cease to exist. Viewers everywhere will be forced to wait with bated breath for weeks before finding out who
the desperate housewives sleep with next and which pair of Meredith Grey’s friends will decide to hook up and then try and hide it. The world will be devoid of new political satire
from Jon Stewart. Whatever shall we do?
Watch reruns of course. Viewers everywhere have learned to suffer through daytime television, primetime TV lulls and the utterly low quality of new shows these days with the help
of some old friends. With the help of Phoebe’s inane but hilarious humor, Jerry’s obliviousness and Doug’s animated dorky glory, we’ll somehow make it through.
Fortunately, we have compiled a list of the top 10 reruns certain to help keep viewers satisfied through this hard time. (But for the true TV addicts, we recommend buying seasons
of your favorite shows on DVD.)
1. “Friends”: If you didn’t
watch “Friends” while you
were growing up, you were
either a hermit or a loser completely out of touch with pop
culture. The tube will probably
air reruns of the successful
‘90s sitcom until the end of
days. It’s difficult to say which
episode trumps them all, but it
might be The One Where There
is Sexual Tension Between
Ross and Rachel, Monica is
Being Obsessive-Compulsive,
Chandler is Self-Deprecating,
Phoebe is Obtusely Trying to
Save the World and Joey is
Sleeping Around.
2. “Legends of the Hidden
Temple”: This game show
stopped airing on Nickelodeon
back in 1995, squashing the
collective hopes and dreams of
many young fans. Thankfully,
people who still fantasize about
collecting Pendants of Life and
assembling the Silver Monkey

can now catch reruns on GAS.
3. “Frasier”: “Frasier” might not
be one of the most popular
rerun shows these days, but it’s
definitely the smartest. Who can
forget the episode where Frasier
does something totally pompous
and Niles is effeminate? Oh, wait
... At least Daphne was a total
Euro-babe.
4. “Doug”: Doug was the best
animated show on Nickelodeon.
First of all, Doug was the man,
and his middle name was Yancey.
But besides Doug himself, there
was an amazing cast of supporting characters. Between
his blue best friend Mosquito
“Skeeter” Valentine, his love
interest, Patti Mayonnaise, his
dramatic sister Judy and his dog
Porkchop, this show had some
of the best character names
around. Luckily, repeats are still
played on Noggin, so anyone
with a good cable package can
enjoy.

5. “Seinfeld”: Neurotics, nihilists
and egomaniacs everywhere can
still relish Jerry, George, Elaine
and Kramer’s idiosyncratic rants
and ridiculous miscommunications almost every day of the
week, as repeats of this classic “show about nothing” are
always on. The rest of us can just
enjoy discussions about shrinkage, the master of his or her
domain, man hands, marble rye
and bizarros.
6. “Full House”: Why watch
“Grey’s Anatomy” or “Lost”
when you can get all of the relationship drama you need from
a single household of characters? If Uncle Jesse’s untouchable locks and Joey’s impressive cartoon impressions don’t
manage to make you feel warm
and fuzzy inside anymore, wondering what Bob Saget is really
thinking when he’s talking to
Mary-Kate and Ashley is pure
entertainment.

7. “The Cosby Show”: It seems
like this show has always been
reruns — no one can really
remember looking forward to
next week’s Huxtable drama. But
the lack of cliff-hangers doesn’t
take away from the serious life
lessons we’ve all gotten from
upper-middle-class
Brooklyn
life with this family. Among Bill
Cosby’s terrible sweaters, his
eye-rolling and bad dancing, the
major issues and endearing pontifications in this show must have
subconsciously led some Tufts
students in the direction of a
philosophy major.
8. “Golden Girls”: Picture this:
“Sex and the City” but 40 years
later. Unfortunately, sex is a little
more disturbing when it’s dealing with four geriatric women,
but somehow it’s still hilarious. Not to mention, Dorothy’s
androgynous nature makes
the show appeal to all gender
demographics.

9.
“Everybody
Loves
Raymond”: Ever been to Long
Island? Ever met a boyfriend’s
parents? “Everybody Loves
Raymond” combines the two
experiences, yielding an utterly
hilarious but almost depressing
sitcom. If you ever think your
mother is evil, flip on the TV and
watch what Raymond is suffering
through: Marie brings guilt-trips
and manipulation to a whole
new level.
10. “Home Improvement”:
“Home Improvement” is not
only one of the most ubiquitous
shows on cable television, but it’s
also a decent program. The acting was top notch, and Tim Allen
was a comic genius. But let’s be
honest: The only reason anyone
watches it is because Jonathan
Taylor Thomas is on it — what a
pre-pubescent hottie.
—compiled by the Daily Arts
Department

Shallow whining and repetitive music fail to make anyone ‘Smile for Them’
SLEEP

continued from page 9

in the party / That was lame to begin
with,” Jorgenson whimpers.
“Williamsburg” is not only painful
to listen to because of the sub-par
quality of the songwriting, but the
subject matter is idiotic and farcical,
not to mention ironic. At a recent show
in New Hampshire, Armor for Sleep
took the stage dressed in matching
ties and sweater vests, straightened
hair draping over their eyes, only to
be pushed aside every 20 seconds. The
band looks like an army of Pete Wentz
clones, hell-bent on seeing absolutely
no humor in the living caricatures that
they are.
The fourth track on the album, “Hold
the Door,” is its most listenable. The

song starts out lazily, with an organ
and guitar riff and Jorgenson plaintively wailing over the generic atmospheric sounds. When the rest of the
band kicks in, Jorgenson screams, “I
don’t want to be who I was back then,”
yet another cliché completely lost on a
band obsessed with being far too serious for their own good.
After the fifth track, the album seems
to just repeat itself. Nearly every song
on the record is in the same key, each
guitar riff as bland and uninspired as
the one before it. Jorgenson relies on
the same octave for the entirety of his
singing.
Armor for Sleep needs to learn a
number of things, first and foremost
that no one likes a whiner. This album
is loaded with self-pity and doesn’t

even play with the notion of taking
action to better one’s situation. Quite
on the contrary, the lyrics, as well as
the music, suggest monotony and repetition.
In closing, it must be said that
Armor for Sleep begs for a parallel
with another New Jersey emo band,
Senses Fail. Both started out singing about corpses of ex-girlfriends
and how to best commit suicide. But
Senses Fail grew out of that stage with
their newest album, “Still Searching,”
an album that is more metal than emo
and reaches beyond the temptation to
wallow in self-pity.
Armor for Sleep’s typical emo whininess can only keep it afloat for so long,
and this latest release has fans hoping
that the band grows out of it soon.

Sire Records

“Smile for Them” is a motto that’s enough to
make any emo kid run screaming in terror.

Guerilla Theater

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Social Justice Arts Initiative awakens Tufts
community to injustice through theater

“Falling,” a photo of Laur Fisher by Julie Furbush

danai macridi/tufts daily

Yesterday, members of Social Justice Arts
Initiative performed guerilla theater pieces
around campus in order to open the eyes of
Tufts students to common injustices many
often ignore.
Sophomore Julia Gmeiner sat outside
the doors of Dewick-MacPhie embodying a
young pregnant woman. A sign next to her
read, “48.2 percent of youth living on the
street have reported ever being pregnant.” As
she jiggled a cup hoping to earn a few dollars
from those passing by, she relayed the story of
her character to the Daily.
She was living with her abusive boyfriend,
but with the help of a friend, she was finally
able to leave him.

“I went from one friend’s house to another,
but in the end, it just wasn’t logistically possible to keep moving, so I started living on the
streets,” Gmeiner said.
She eventually met another guy and ended
up pregnant, and when she told her new
beau of his paternity, he left her. Gmeiner’s
character soon found herself back on the
street.
“College students don’t understand that it
can happen to them; I was just in the wrong
situation. I didn’t come from a bad family. My parents didn’t abuse me. I didn’t run
away from home. It can happen to anyone,”
Gmeiner said.
—by Kristin Gorman

Autumn is overwhelming. I hug every tree for
being such an artist, kiss
every blushing leaf for its
existence.
	In these, my favorite months, I become
Autumn; I am the crisping air, the prickling
grass, the Orion sky.
	I am the cartenoid,
the fireplace, the whirling wind that sticks to
your hair and tickles your
wrists.
	I am the pang of home,
the green overcoat, the
prized art that Nature
hangs on her mantleplace.
	I remember, two years
ago, when one by one
the trees caught the fire
of Autumn, and the fire
spread, jumping from
tree to tree, until the
entire neighborhood was
set ablaze.
As I crunch, crunched
down Leonard Street, I
begged of Autumn to
take me in her arms as
her own.
—by Laur Fisher

Send your Photo of the Week submissions to dailyarts@gmail.com,
and your pic could be picked for our next Weekender edition!
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EDITORIAL

Hollywood can’t write off its creative staff
This Monday, 12,000 movie and
television writers, members of the
Writers Guild of America, went on
strike to demand a bigger share of the
revenue generated by the distribution
of their work on the Internet and from
DVD sales.
The writers union claims that its
members are entitled to a share of the
profits reaped by the entertainment
industry thanks to the rise in “new
media” distribution profits they have
been missing out on thanks to contracts (now expired) that predated the
current technological boom.
The studios argue that they cannot
commit to a costly contractual obligation to the writers because the technology is too new; the revenue model
and payment plans for new media
distribution are unknown. They also
claim that the markets do not reflect
or predict the “huge profits” they are
purported to be bringing in.
However, in spite of the confusing and ever-evolving technological
and economic environment, the fact
remains that the entertainment industry is profiting substantially from DVD
sales and making its shows and films

available online while the creative
forces behind these shows are not
being compensated accordingly.
It could be hard for the writers
to stir up public sympathy for their
plight. Some of them — especially top
writers-creators and developers of hit
shows — are highly paid. The image
of New York and Hollywood writers
picketing outside studios is unlikely
to elicit as much sympathy as say,
underpaid autoworkers in Detroit.
But these top writers are unlikely to
be affected by the strike as they earn
their (substantial) paydays, thanks to
up-front fees and studio deals. The writers most affected are usually underpaid
and intermittently employed members
of an industry that often views them
as replaceable and unimportant. Their
shows are frequently cancelled, and
finding new work can be difficult. As
the creative forces behind these shows,
they should be allowed to profit from
their creations’ second life on DVDs
and the Internet.
The writers to whom the issues are
most important are, ironically, those
who can least afford to strike. The
majority of these writers struggle to

make a living, which is absurd considering the industry they work in
is highly profitable and that most of
its members, such as actors, directors and studio executives, are paid
accordingly. But writers, though they
are equally as essential to their industry’s product, are not.
Both sides stand to lose from the
strike, as the public now has a variety
of ways to entertain itself that do not
contribute a dime to the entertainment industry ( YouTube, downloading
bootleg versions of shows, Facebook.
com, Myspace.com, etc.). It is in the
interest of both groups to resolve their
differences as quickly and fairly as
possible.
The issue, finally, is one of fairness.
The creators of the product which
form the backbone of the industry are
entitled to support themselves from
it and to profit from their industry’s
growth.
If there’s no script there’s no show,
no movie and no entertainment industry; it’s important that the people who
make the big money compensate the
people who make less as the industry
to which both groups belong evolves.
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FEATURED WEB POSTS | LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Article: “A case for God” by Kevin Dillon
(Op-Ed, Nov. 7)
Posted by: Christopher Ray
Post: My eyes glazed over at the notion
that science is “merely a perspective,”
as if science is as much a lens for the
world as capitalism or Islam.
“Science” isn’t a perspective, nor are
its discoveries “corollaries” of science.
“Science” is a technique that you use when
looking at the real universe as it actually is.
“Faith” is the perspective that, well, maybe
things are how I want them to be, because
that is how I want them to be.
Kevin Dillon is employing the oldest
dodge in theism: “You might have facts,
but I have faith.”
Dissect the word faith. What do you
get? You get either “I believe because I
believe” or “I believe because I want to.” If
you believe in spite of the facts or in spite

of your reason, then you are either using
your imagination, stupid or insane.
If faith is a valid inference for belief,
then he’s in trouble, because lots of
people have “faith” that his god does
not exist. For example, Hindus have
faith that monotheism is unintelligible
and silly.
If we assign even the slightest measure of epistemic weight to faith, then
every conclusion of faith is a hopelessly
incoherent mess.
Let us be clear: “A case for God” is a
total misnomer for this article. A better name would be “A case for Kevin
Dillon’s faith in Kevin Dillon’s version of
one of several possible Gods,” because
that is actually what is going on here.
There is no case for God in this article: there is an impassioned plea to play
along with Kevin Dillon’s imagination.

Article: “A case for God” by Kevin Dillon
(Op-Ed, Nov. 7)
Posted by: Janet Smith
Comment: Theism = belief in god(s).
Prefix “a” = lacking, without, not.
Therefore, atheism is the lack of belief
in god(s). Why is this so difficult for
people to understand? I’m disappointed that a student of such a fine university is so lacking in understanding of
language.
Article: “A case for God” by Kevin Dillon
(Op-Ed, Nov. 7)
Posted by: Richard Sanchez
Comment: Out of curiosity, what makes
faith any “stronger” than or “more
human” than facts? God and religion all
aside, this notion that facts are cold or
inhuman in some sense (or, at least, less
human than faith) is rather odd.
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Op-Ed
World Usability Day
by

Emily Maretsky

How many times have you ever
pulled on a door handle only to
realize that it’s a “push door”? How
many VCRs have you seen blinking “12:00” because no one knows
how to reset them? Or how many
of your classes in Pearson 104 have
given up using the projection system because it’s just too confusing?
As an engineering psychology major, I can’t help but see little
design flaws wherever I go. I always
feel like an idiot as I try to pull open
the Engineering Project and Design
Center door in Anderson, only to
remember that I have to push it.
It’s not my fault, I always remind
myself. It’s the designer’s mistake
for misleading me by installing a
handle!
But engineering psychologists tackle more than just simple
design errors. Today, Nov. 8, is
World Usability Day. The Usability
Professionals Association (UPA)
cites today as “a worldwide event
sponsored by industry practitioners seeking to raise awareness of
usability, user-centered design-related careers and individuals’ rights
to safe, effective and easy to use
products.”
Why not start here on campus?
The engineering psychology
program at Tufts is training the next
generation of design engineers.
While many students think “engineering psychology” deals with
Artificial Intelligence, measuring
brain activity or supplying engineers with Vicodin, the program
actually is about teaching students

how to revolutionize various products, computer programs and biomedical devices.
Engineering psychology is the
applied aspect of psychology.
Commonly referred to as human
factors engineering, the field focuses on the relationship between
people and machines with the aim
of improving interactions by making machines more user-friendly.
It combines classes in mechanical
engineering, psychology, biology,
environmental science, engineering science and math.
The field was created after World
War II when engineers realized
that poor design in jet cockpits was
leading to many flight accidents.
Beyond revamping jet dashboards,
human factors involve redesigning equipment, changing the way
people use machines, and changing the location in which the work
takes place.
As technology continues to
advance, engineers are beginning
to rely on human factors specialists
to design better computer interfaces and to balance automation.
As more companies transition to
using computer call centers, engineering psychologists will be able
to design more effective voice recognition technology.
As the baby boom generation
approaches retirement, engineering psychologists will need to evaluate how an aging population interacts with products and interfaces.
How much force can an eightyyear-old be expected to apply to
open a medication bottle? How can
we better design the AARP website
to make it easier to navigate?

MCT

Since the founding of the engineering psychology program in
1974, Tufts students have been
studying how to design the most
ergonomic chairs, create better tools for neurosurgeons, and
revamp cell phone designs.
The Tufts engineering psychology program was the first undergraduate program in ergonomics
and human factors engineering in
the country. Engineering psychology is offered as a major in either
the School of Engineering or the
School of Arts and Sciences.
The program originally focused
mainly on consumer product
design. In the 1970s, DuPont, a
chemical company, approached
Tufts faculty members to design a

new product to use up reserves of
some of their chemicals. Work at
Tufts eventually led to the invention of the Reach toothbrush,
which became the most ergonomic
and best-selling toothbrush on the
market.
More recently, the program has
taken on a new focus. The program
chair for the past few years has been
Professor Caroline Cao, a mechanical engineering Ph.D. who has a
strong background in biomedical
engineering and human factors.
Cao believes that biomedical is the
future of engineering psychology,
and lately the program has begun
to reflect Cao’s interests. It is not
widely known that the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academy
of Sciences estimates the number
of lives lost in operating rooms due
to preventable mistakes dwarfs the
number of lives lost in car accidents. Cao’s research and redesign
of medical tools have already saved
countless numbers of lives on the
operating table.
Other departments at Tufts have
recognized the importance of engineering psychology. The recently
appointed mechanical engineering
department head, Richard Wlezien,
is a big supporter of the engineering
psychology program. While most
engineers sneer at “inferior” Apple
computers, a desktop Mac sits in
Wlezien’s office, a testament to his
understanding of a well-designed
user interface.
Wlezien hopes to better incorporate human factors into the
mechanical engineering department and is working to have the
name of the program changed

to the better recognized “human
factors engineering.” Hopefully,
Wlezien’s support and an increased
enrollment in the major will mark
an upswing in the engineering psychology program.
Popular Mechanics, a wellknown science magazine, recently
named the engineering psychology
program as one of “Ten Radically
Innovative College Programs” in
the nation. “The field of engineering psychology is expanding from
ergonomic improvements on existing devices to designs for better
lifesaving technologies,” the article
said. It also quoted a Tufts alumnus
who “now works for a small humanfactors consulting company on
medical devices, such as heart-rate
monitors that can reduce human
error through improved design.”
The Tufts Human Factors and
Ergonomics Society (THFES), the
pre-professional society for engineering psychology majors, has
high enthusiasm for its studies and
goals. Students in the organization
have been increasing alumni relations, organizing visits to human
factors companies and generally
working hard to increase visibility
of the program on campus.
So, to celebrate World Usability
Day, take a look around. If you find
yourself surfing an easy-to-navigate webpage, sitting in an ergonomic chair, or comfortably using
all 93,657 gadgets on an iPhone,
thank a human factors engineer.
Emily Maretsky is a sophomore
majoring in engineering psychology.

Not a belief system, but a reason-based alternative to religion
by

Xavier Malina

In yesterday’s op-ed submission, “A case for
God,” Kevin Dillon does his utmost to place
the philosophical position of atheism on the
same level as what he describes as “beliefs” of
all kinds.
Atheism, Dillon argues, merits no more
consideration than any other “perspective” on
reality, because it is simply “just another belief
structure [...] like any other religion or spirituality” that “does not operate on the rules of
logic, but rather on a more abstract ... concept
of faith.” Furthermore, Dillon poses that atheism holds “as much legitimacy as a religious
text.”
Before refuting the various claims Dillon
makes, I would first like to clarify the terms
used in this discussion, as clarity is the antidote to confusion.
Faith: The term “faith” gets thrown around a
lot. The atheistic philosopher George H. Smith
gives arguably the most reductionist definition of faith as “belief without, or in spite of,
reason.”
It is this sort of faith that we are discussing.
It is important to note that this conception
of faith is inherently different from the way
“faith” is used in the sentence, “I have faith in
my friends.”
Reason: The American Heritage
Dictionary defines reason as “the intellectual faculty by which humans seek or attain
knowledge or truth,” and further clarifies
that “reason is the power to think rationally
and logically and to draw inferences.” This
is what we mean by reason: The power to
reach a conclusion drawn from the precepts
of logic.
Atheism, or in any case, the kind to which
the vast majority of self-defined atheists
adhere, is in its essence a lack of belief in the
existence of a god and is distinct from the
belief that no god exists.
As such, atheism is similar in nature to
the lack of belief in the existence of Santa

Claus, the Easter Bunny or Jedi (as actual, very
real, people). It is clear to anyone who has
researched atheism that it is not, as Dillon put
it, “a belief structure” but rather, atheism is an
intellectual position reflecting that the available evidence for a “god” or “gods” is severely
lacking.
Unlike religionists, i.e. theists who adhere
to a religion, atheists do not hold a unified
set of beliefs that binds them together. It is
important to understand this, because it is
something that illustrates in what ways atheism differs greatly from any form of religion or
organized belief system.
Atheists hold a unified position on just
about nothing, a fact that reflects the diversity
of atheists and the few requirements demanded of a person adhering to atheism.
In fact, the only requirement to be an atheist is that one not hold the assertion that “a
god exists” to be true, whereas, for instance, to
be a Christian one must accept unequivocally
that (a) a supernatural God exists with certain
immutable characteristics, (b) Jesus is the son
of God and that (c) the Bible is the word of
God.
Whereas atheism results from a dedication
to the precepts of logic and reason, theism is
founded on the basis of an unflinching acceptance of certain truths — without question —
even if they conflict with available evidence.
Both reason and faith are used by their
adherents for the purpose of gaining a greater
and more accurate knowledge of reality. But
of the two, only reason provides a method
of verifying and integrating new data into
knowledge while constantly self-assessing its
validity.
Faith provides static answers that the faithful must ardently assert, even in the face of
mounting counter-factual evidence. Because
of this, faith fails to provide accurate knowledge, and the Bible and every other religious
text fail to depict an accurate picture of reality.
For these reasons, it is bewildering to me
that Dillon states that “modern science” holds
as much “legitimacy as a religious text” and

that it “explains reality” as well as the Bible.
Indeed, if the Bible reflected reality as well
as Dillon says it might, then maybe I should
expect to find evidence somewhere of the
mythical Great Flood?
Perhaps I might also find evidence of an
Earth some 4,000 years old? Maybe even a
fossil record indicating life has remained the
same since that fateful Saturday when God
created living beings? And what of dinosaurs,
the parting of seas and the ability to walk on
water?
I am sure that these questions do not phase
the faithful, and perhaps not even Dillon himself.
And yet, that is the point. Those who rely
on faith to gain knowledge of the world do not
like to consider evidence that discredits their
faith, and so they swim in the shallow end of
rational inquiry.
By only considering answers to questions
they already have the answers to, and the
answers to other questions only so far as those
answers justify their beliefs, those who rely on
faith fail to accurately account for the world as
it exists.
As for Dillon’s statement that he “cannot
disprove the possibility that God does not
exist, just as an atheist cannot disprove the
possibility that God exists,” it does not take
much to see just how hollow an assessment it
is.
First, I challenge Dillon to disprove the
existence of any entity in the realm of the
imaginary. Please sir, disprove the existence
of dragons! For sure, you could counter with
many things, but to no avail; dragons could
exist on another planet — or, wait, in another
universe!
My point is that Dillon fails to see that
theists, not atheists, bear the onus of proof.
Atheists, as I discussed before, make no positive assessment of reality; rather they simply
lack a belief in the existence of “something.” To
make it clear: Atheists have nothing to prove.
Theists on the other hand, because they
assert the existence of “something” and hold

the positive belief that a “supernatural being
called God” exists, are required to present
their case in terms of evidence before the
statement that “God exists” can be verified,
validated and finally classified as fact and
knowledge.
Without going through these processes,
no positive belief can become fact, and until
that point, it lies simply in the realm of speculation, if that. While, like the possibility of
God, the premise that extraterrestrials visit our
planet on a frequent basis is possible, I do not
hold the positive belief that extraterrestrials
do not visit our planet. Rather, I simply hold
the default position that they have not, until
enough evidence comes to light to persuade
me otherwise.
Surely, you don’t go around asserting that
every Disney character doesn’t actually exist?
And for good reason: Until someone presents
you with substantial evidence, you have no
reason to act otherwise.
Like Dillon, atheists do also realize there are
some things we don’t understand. Where the
difference lies is that Dillon is very willing to
classify some things as “unknowable” and is
rather comfortable with the notion that the
human reason is bounded and that the concept of “God” lies beyond the horizon of our
understanding.
As a rational, curious atheist I would venture
that nothing lies beyond the realm of human
comprehension. We are only bounded by the
state of our knowledge as it is today and rely
on the work of current thinkers and explorers
to light the path to future knowledge.
If Kevin Dillon, or anyone else, seeks further enlightenment on the nature of atheism, please consider this an invitation to join
the Freethought Society in our discussions
Thursdays at 9 p.m. in the campus center.
Xavier Malina is a sophomore majoring in
international relations and the treasurer and
public relations officer for the Freethought
Society at Tufts.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Op-Ed welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles
on campus, national and international issues should be 800 to 1,200 words in length. Editorial cartoons and Op-Eds in the form of cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to
appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material must be submitted via e-mail (oped@tuftsdaily.com) attached in .doc or .docx format.
Questions and concerns should be directed to the Op-Ed editors. The opinions expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.
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Doonesbury

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Black Diamond

Late Night at the Daily
Solution to Wednesday's puzzle

Annie: “What photos do you guys need for the Halloween issue?”
Liz: “Well, News is running an article about having sex with the
lights on.”
Annie: “I have a photo for that.”
Liz: “ ... Really?”

by

Wiley
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Sun Splash Tours
Spring Break 08 Lowest Prices:
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco. Free
Meals & Drinks. Book by Nov. 1
Hiring Reps. Free Travel & Cash.
Exciting new destinations. Costa
Rica, Europe, Punta Cana. www.
sunsplashtours.com 1-800-4267710

Available Now
Across from Professors Row. Two
3 Bedroom Apts. Each has living
room, hardwood floors throughout.
C.T. eat-in-kitchen. Dishwasher,
refrigerator, washer, dyrer, 1 bath,
front and rear porches and 4 car off
street parking. For each apt $2250/
mo. Includes heat and hot water.
Available Now. 781-249-1677

Housing

6 Bedroom Apartment Available
June 1, 2008
Bright and spacious 2nd floor 6
bedroom with large closets, 2
bathrooms. Excellent condition,
off Capen St., 7 min walk to Tufts
campus. Large front porch, living
room, large kitchen with island,
new windows, dishwasher, refrigerator, hardwood floors, tiled baths
and kitchen, deck and backyard, 1
driveway spot + off street parking
available. Free in-unit washer and
dryer. Gas heat with new furnace.
$3400 per month plus utilities. Call
Carole at 781-608-0251or email:
carole.lubin@tufts.edu

Apartment For Rent
2 and 4 Bedroom apt. on Ossipee
Rd. available June 1st, 2008. Call
Maria at 781-942-7625 for more
information.
Danny Kourafalos
Apartments Available
From June 1, 2008 to May 30, 2009.
Off street parking. Washers and
dryers. Dishwashers and disposal.
Please call Danny at 781-396-0303.

Housing

Housing

4 Bedroom Apartment Available
June 1,2008
Spacious 1st floor 4 bedroom with
large closets, 2 full bathrooms and
finished basement. Excellent condition, off Capen St., 7 min walk to
Tufts campus. Large front porch,
living room, modern kitchen, new
windows, dishwasher, refrigerator, hardwood floors, tiled baths
and kitchen, nice large deck and
backyard. 1 driveway spot plus
off street parking available. Free
washer and dryer in basement.
$2100/mo, not including utilities.
Call Carole at 781-608-0251or
email: carole.lubin@tufts.edu

Three and Four Bedroom
Apartments
Available for next school year. June
1st 2008 to may 30th 2009. Rent
early and get your choice. 617-4486233.

Bob Bartlett
Apartment for Rent
5 Bedroom Whitfield Road 4
Bedroom Teele Avenue
June 2008 - May 2009
Call Bob 508-887-1010
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Historic House for Sale
Historic House for Sale. Perfect for
Professor or student group. Own
a piece of Medford History. Live
in the Historic Litchfield House.
Minutes from campus. Beatiful
3 bedroom townhouse. Plenty
of deeded parking. $475,000.
Check it out on the web at www.
litchfieldhouse.com or call 617828-0517.

Housing
Great 6 and 7 Bedroom
Apartments.
Almost on campus. Great locations. These will be gone. Quickly
June 1st 2008 to May 30th 2009.

Services

Services
Broadway Dry Cleaning and
Laundry
Broadway Dry Cleaning and
Laundry 736 Broadway,
Somerville Wash Dry Fold
Services Dry Cleaning/ Alterations
Very Reasonable Rate
(617) 625-7530

Eating Disorders Treatment
LHI specializes in treating eating
disorders. Operating seven years,
a short distance from Tufts, the
Evening Treatment Program is
for individuals who work or go
to school full time but who need
more support than their outpatient
team can provide. Linda McDonald
at 781 393-0559 or at www.laurelhillinn.com

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Jumbos lose Wysham, Viola, but retain firepower in strong junior class
VOLLEYBALL

continued from page 19

over 34 assists per game in those last 11
games and earned a NESCAC Player of
the Week honor on Oct. 15.
“Finding our niche was huge,”
Wysham said. “Just trying to find our
best positions and switching from 4-2
to 5-1 built up our team chemistry to
a point where we were able to win. It
helped in improving our communication, and was definitely a turning point
this season.”
The turnaround couldn’t have been
timelier for the Jumbos, who rocketed themselves from a 1-3 early-season NESCAC hole to 7-3 by sweeping
their final six conference matches. The
beginning of that run saw the team
sweep Trinity and Wesleyan and turn its
season around.
“I think a huge turning point was
our first successful NESCAC weekend
at Amherst,” junior Natalie Goldstein
said. “We beat Wesleyan and Trinity,

and showed the NESCAC that our team
had drastically improved. One huge
achievement we had was that all the
other teams didn’t change much, but
our team constantly improved. The reason why was that we constantly faced
tough teams, like in California, and we
were always playing quality competition.”

“We had a lot of people playing lots of new positions, we
had a new coach, and only
one playing senior. Still, the
season was great.”
Katie Wysham
senior captain
The tear allowed the Jumbos to move
from seventh in the NESCAC to third,

earning a trip to the conference tournament. In the first round, the Jumbos
beat Trinity handily, but their season
came to a close against Williams in the
semifinals. The Ephs went on to win
the championship, and Tufts was not
awarded an at-large berth in the NCAA
tournament.
“I wish we had made it to NCAAs; it’s
sad we don’t get to be there,” Goldstein
said. “As a team, we definitely deserved
it. We just needed to play consistently
all season. It was unfortunate.”
Unfortunately for Tufts, Wysham was
held out of action against Williams due
to an injury, and the team suffered
without her conference-leading 1.56
blocks per game in the lineup. Wysham
also tallied the most kills on the season
for Tufts. On Tuesday, she was named
to the All-NEWVA Second Team, and
yesterday, she earned a First Team AllNESCAC selection.
While the team will certainly miss
Wysham next year, it has a great deal of

young talent that will return next year.
For much of the season, the Jumbos were
led on offense by two first-year players
in hitters Dawson Joyce-Mendive and
Caitlin Updike, first and third respectively on the squad in kills per game.
Junior Stacy Filocco was also a key contributor on offense, as she established
herself through steady improvement
throughout the year.
On defense, the Jumbos were paced
in digs by Goldstein, who played libero
and ranked third in the conference in
digs per game.
“I’m really excited, especially considering we’re returning so many players,” Goldstein said about next year.
“Losing [Wysham] is going to be really
hard, because she’s an amazing athlete,
and same with losing [senior Stephanie
Viola] who was a huge leader and filled
a sort of coaching role. But I’m really
excited. I already want to start our offseason because this season went by so
fast. I had such a great time.”

Kaman is shining for Clippers
in young 2007-2008 season
INSIDE THE NBA

continued from page 19

bined to average over 40 points
a game so far, and will need
to continue to provide offense
from the outside for LA.
After a much maligned 200607 season, Chris Kaman has
anchored the inside game. His
26 points and 18 rebounds made
the difference in the Clippers’
season-opening win over the
Warriors. Kaman is helping
on offense, averaging over 17
points a game, but his presence
is mostly felt on the glass for
the Clippers, as the center has
averaged almost 15 rebounds
a game so far. Combining with
Mobley and Maggette, this trio
has been carrying the Clippers.
For two teams that most felt

would be near the bottom of
the league, these early wins give
hope that each might be able
to get to the playoffs in their
respective conferences. If the
Clippers can stay in contention
for the first half of the season,
there is reason for optimism for
L.A.’s “other” franchise. Brand
might be able to return from
his injury in the second half of
the season to aid the Clippers’
stretch run. For the Pacers, the
team must commit to O’Brien’s
offense as well as find a way to
get O’Neal more involved.
Although it is too early to
anoint them as “Cinderella”
clubs, the Pacers and Clippers
have certainly been two of the
NBA’s pleasant surprises in the
first week of the season.

Wild Turkeys end Jumbos’ bid
for perfect season with 6-4 win
WATER POLO

continued from page 18

game so we could carry it on into
the second game.”
Following the tournament,
Georgakakos and Somers were
awarded with First and Second
Team All-Tournament honors,
respectively.
“It was a huge honor and
I’m proud of it, but I felt like
any number of guys on our
team deserved the honor just
as much,” Somers said. “It was
nice, but I don’t think it shows
anything more than the fact that
we came together and played a
great tournament as a team.”
Though the season didn’t end

exactly as the Jumbos had hoped,
their 13-1 record is nothing to be
ashamed of.
“I’m extremely proud, and
even though we didn’t make
it to the championship game,
I’m happy with how our season
went,” Curhan said. “We had
an excellent record, and more
importantly we had an excellent
time as a team.
“On any given Sunday, a team
can win or lose, and that day we
just didn’t play for our full potential,” he continued. “It doesn’t
affect how I feel about the season. We still got to bring some
hardware home, so we’re happy
about that.”

A COURSE FOR EVERYONE

SUMMER08
Spring registration stressing you out? Relax.
Summer is just around the corner.
TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2008
First Session

May 21–June 27, 2008

Second Session

July 1–August 8, 2008

Twelve-Week Session

May 21–August 8, 2008

http://ase.tufts.edu/summer
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Sailing

Criezis holds his own, finishes seventh in All-American field
by

Philip Dear

Senior Staff Writer

If you randomly selected 18 of the
nation’s finest collegiate male sailors, chances are most of them were at
this weekend’s ICSA/Vanguard Men’s
Single-handed National Championship
at the University of Washington.
For Tufts, sophomore Andrew Criezis
capped off a spectacular fall showing,
which included a fourth-place finish at
the New England Men’s Single-handed
Championship in early October, with
a seventh-place finish, good for 126
points.
The field of competition was tougher
than anything Criezis had ever faced. Of
the 18 boats from around the country,
including the University of Hawaii, four
of the sailors were 2007 All-Americans.
But intimidation had no influence on
Criezis’ impressive performance, as he
beat out All-American sophomore Jesse
Kirkland of St. Mary’s, who finished
in the ninth overall position with 163
points.
“I came into it trying not to think
about the competition,” Criezis said.
“They’re all really good and have won
tons of national championships and
have really good stats. I just tried to
stick to sailing my own race and kick
some ass because I was the underdog.”
Although Criezis initially sought a
top-10 finish, finishing in seventh was
slightly disappointing after he vaulted
himself into first place with a first-, two
second- and a third-place finish in his
first six races.
“After the first six races I was winning
but didn’t even know it,” Criezis said.
“And I was really happy to win that one
race.”
Throughout the weekend, the sailors confronted unexpectedly difficult
conditions. The forecast projected
light winds, but instead the sailors hit
15-mile-per-hour breezes. When the
wind picked up, the races became tests
of endurance and strength, as keeping

the boats flat became increasingly difficult.
“It became a question of who could
survive, and who wanted it more,”
Criezis said. “The waves were a little choppy, and we had to surf them
and work with them to get bursts of
speed.”

“I just tried to stick to sailing my own race, and kick
some ass because I was the
underdog.”
Andrew Criezis
sophomore
Criezis’ success was one of many
exceptional performances from the
Tufts squad this season. Regatta victories and consistently high finishes
landed the team the No. 7 spot in the
national rankings this week.
With the ACC Dinghy Championship
at Eckerd College this weekend, the
Jumbos, led by tri-captains junior Baker
Potts and senior Meredith Ginley, are
looking to live up to and surpass the
ranking.
Eighteen teams from around the East
Coast will congregate in St. Petersburg,
Fla. this weekend for the most important event of the season. The teams will
sail FJs, or Flying Juniors, which are
the most commonly used boats in collegiate sailing.
“We want to live up to the ranking
and then do even better than it,” Potts
said. “I have a lot of confidence sailing
in FJs — I consider it to be one of my
strengths.”
Potts and Ginley will be sailing
in the B Division boat with seniors
Michael Easton and Katie Greenlee in
the A Division. Senior Duncan Kopp
and sophomore Nate Rosenberg will
accompany the two boats as backup
crew for heavy wind situations.

Courtesy Andrew Criezis

Sophomore Andrew Criezis finished seventh at this weekend’s ICSA/Vanguard Men’s Singlehanded National Championship in a field of All-American competitors.
“Michael has been sailing really well
lately, especially in the last few regattas,” Potts said. “Hopefully he’ll continue to do well.”
To live up to expectations, the Jumbos
will have to overcome NEISA division
rivals No. 1 Boston College, No. 3 Yale,
No. 5 Brown and No. 6 Harvard. In fact,
the top 11 ranked teams in the nation

will all be present at ACCs. Though the
competition is as stiff as it gets, Tufts’
outlook is nothing but positive.
“Meredith and I have been sailing
fast together,” Potts said. “My thinking is pretty straightforward about this
weekend — we want to do well. I’m
thinking top five, but hopefully we’ll do
even better and win.”

Water Polo

National semifinal loss to Grinnell ends season Bowdoin makes first trip to
NCAA Tourney since 2000
C
H
by

arly

elfand

Daily Editorial Board

All streaks must come to an
end.
Unfortunately for the water
polo team, its season-long
bid for perfection ended one
win short of a trip to the title
game at the 2007 National
Collegiate Club Div. III Men’s
Championship in St. Louis, Mo.
In a closely-contested semifinal matchup between Tufts
and Grinnell, the Wild Turkeys
edged the Jumbos 6-4 in overtime to advance to the championship game against reigning
champion Lindenwood.
But the Jumbos rebounded,
beating Grove City 12-8 to earn
third place at the tournament
for the second consecutive
year.
“We were disappointed in
the way we lost because we
felt like we could have won
that game,” senior co-captain
Marshall Somers said. “But to
walk away with third place at
the Nationals tournament, we
were very proud of that.”
Grinnell proved to be Tufts’
greatest challenge of the season,
refusing to let Tufts build a lead
by responding to each Jumbo
tally with one of its own. The
Wild Turkeys offensive attack
drew 13 ejections compared to
the Jumbos’ one, giving Grinnell
man-up advantages throughout
the game.
“That had a huge role,” junior
Ben Mitchell said. “Usually we
draw a lot more ejections than
that. All game I was trying hard
to get these guys to foul me
and get kicked out, but the refs
weren’t giving us any calls.”
“I don’t want to blame it on
the reffing, but it didn’t really

match with our style of play,”
Somers said. “We were getting a
lot of calls that I wouldn’t agree
with, and so we just thought
that that stat was pretty telling
at the end of how the game
went.”
Though the Jumbos held
a one-point lead as the clock
wound down, Grinnell penetrated Tufts’ solid defensive front
and sent a bullet past junior
goalkeeper Hayden Reich that
tied the game at 4-4 with 1:43
remaining in regulation.
Just a minute into overtime,
Grinnell took the lead and
ultimately the game. The Wild
Turkeys’ defense buckled down,
crashing on Tufts’ hole sets to
stifle ball movement and baffle
the Jumbo offense. With 3:24
to play, Grinnell struck again to
put the game out of reach for
Tufts.
“It all kind of fell apart,”
Somers said. “They made a few
really good plays in overtime
and got those extra goals. We
couldn’t follow through with
our shots, and our leading scorers couldn’t really do anything.
We’d take shots, but we really
just couldn’t get any in the goal.
The only thing we could do is
just stick to our defense.”
Though the season’s first
loss was a deflating one for the
Jumbos, the team regrouped
for a third-place battle with the
Grove City Wolverines the following morning.
“It was very difficult,” Somers
said. “The whole team was pretty down after the loss, and it
took a lot of energy to refocus
and realize we were still playing
for third place. We felt against
Grinnell that we were a better
team — we just didn’t play the
better game. But I think every-

one on the team did a good job
of getting our heads back into it
and playing a great game.”
“We were upset for a while,
but we got back on the horse
and got up for our next game,”
Mitchell said. “It started off kind
of slowly because we were upset,
but after the first quarter we
definitely got into it and played
like we were the winners.”
The Jumbos took the lead
from the outset and were not
seriously threatened until the
Wolverines came within two in
the third period. But the Jumbo
offense, back on track after the
loss to Grinnell, tallied three
straight goals from senior Eric
Appelin, senior co-captain Drew
Curhan and junior attacker Pete
Georgakakos to ward off Grove
City and come away with a 12-8
victory.
The victory ended a strong
weekend for Tufts, which started off with a dominating victory over Monmouth College.
Led by Georgakakos, who
posted a game-high six goals,
the Jumbos outscored the Crab
People 8-3 in each half of play
for a final score of 16-6. In addition to Georgakakos, seven
other Jumbos got on the board,
with juniors Loren Austin and
Mitchell also turning in multigoal games.
“We definitely came in there
with the goal of just playing our
game,” Somers said. “I think we
did that very well. We executed
well and came out with a good
victory.”
“We wanted to start the tournament off strong,” Curhan
said. “We had good ball movement, and a lot of people scored.
We wanted to have a good first
see WATER POLO, page 17

NESCAC

continued from page 20

Div. III.
Though opponents will have
their sights set on ending the Ephs’
bid for a perfect season, Williams
believes it can manage the pressure of having the target on its
back.
“It’s an all-out desire to win and
an all-out desire to compete that
will help us through the rest of
the tournament,” Woodson said. “I
don’t think it’s being afraid to mess
up. I don’t think anyone necessarily feels the pressure, even though
it seems like we have everything to
lose going into every game because
we are currently undefeated.”
While Williams enters the NCAA
Tournament as a Final Four favorite, Bowdoin is more of an underdog. The squad is making its first
appearance in the tournament in
seven years, earning an at-large bid
after reaching its first-ever NESCAC
final. The team’s success has come
under first-year head coach Maren
Rojas, who has led the Polar Bears
to a 12-win season after taking over
for 20-year veteran John Cullen.
“I really attribute a lot of the
success of the team to what John
Cullen had done previously,” Rojas
said. “Seasons are built upon seasons, and certainly a lot of our
success this season has been due
to his hard work in years past.”
Bowdoin’s first-round opponent will be nationally-ranked
No. 24 Ithaca, which is making an
unprecedented 18th trip to the
NCAA Tournament. The champion of the Empire 8 conference,
Ithaca last played a NESCAC team
in 1998, when it topped Tufts in the
quarterfinals of the Div. III tournament.
“I actually know absolutely

nothing about them, which I think
is good because you don’t want
to take an opponent too lightly,”
Zeigler said. “It’s nice to play a team
way out of the conference, a team
we’ve never faced before. We’re taking them very seriously, but we’re
also feeling good about how we’re
playing and how we came out of
the [NESCAC] tournament.”

“Soccer is so popular
in the United States as
a whole that it’s hard
to evenly distribute the
bids to teams around
the country. But I was
really pleased to see
that three NESCAC
teams made it because
New England is such a
strong region.”
Ann Zeigler
Bowdoin senior tri-captain
While the Polar Bears are enjoying their newfound success, the
team refuses to be complacent and
isn’t content just making the Div.
III tournament.
“You don’t know when you get
an opportunity to get to NCAAs,”
Rojas said. “It’s not something
that’s just a given. I feel it’s always
special, and you should always
take it that way, and you should
always go for it as much as you
possibly can, because you don’t
know when the next chance will be
when you get there.”
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Inside the NBA

Clippers, Pacers hit the ground running — and fast
by

Ethan Landy

Daily Editorial Board

The NBA season is still young, but a
couple of surprise teams are sitting
near the top of their respective conferences: the Indiana Pacers and the Los
Angeles Clippers.
The Pacers have jumped out to a 3-0
record under former Boston Celtics
and Philadelphia 76ers head coach Jim
O’Brien. O’Brien has brought in both
a new three-point shooting-oriented
offense and new personnel in assistant coach Dick Harter, one of the best
defensive minds in the game. The Pacers
have beaten three playoff-caliber teams
in the Washington Wizards, Miami
Heat and Memphis Grizzlies and have
responded well to their new coach after
missing the playoffs last season for the
first time since 1997.
A number of players are thriving in
O’Brien’s wide open offense, and the
Pacers have been getting it done without big numbers from their best player,
big man Jermaine O’Neal. Third-year
forward Danny Granger, who is an
early candidate for the league’s Most
Improved Player award, has averaged
22.7 points a game to lead Indiana.
The former New Mexico Lobos star has
shown flashes of the potential that had
many believing the Pacers got the steal
of the 2005 draft with the 17th pick, but
must prove he can consistently find
ways to score.
Even more impressive than Granger
has been the play of two of the acquisitions from last season’s blockbuster
trade with the Golden State Warriors
that sent Stephen Jackson and Al
Harrington to the Bay Area. Mike
Dunleavy Jr., a former third overall pick

in the draft, has gotten off to a hot start
this season. The forward is averaging
22.3 points per game and propelled
his team to its win over the Grizzlies
with 27 points Saturday. Even more
impressive, he averages nine rebounds
a game.
The Pacers can still rely on a few of
their old standbys as well. Point guard
Jamaal Tinsley has played particularly
well in these first few games, falling one
rebound and two assists shy of a tripledouble on opening night and pouring
in 14 points to go along with seven
assists against Memphis.

Corey Maggette and Cuttino
Mobley have stepped up to
carry the scoring load in
Brand’s absence. The duo
has combined to average
over 40 points a game so far,
and will need to continue to
provide the offense from the
outside for LA.
If Indiana gets offensive production
from its streaky floor general, it might
be able to maintain its hot start and
stay afloat in the fight for an Eastern
Conference playoff spot.
In the West, the Clippers have surprised with a 3-0 start of their own.
After perennial 20-10 man Elton Brand
ruptured his left Achilles tendon in
August, L.A. was left for dead in a
Pacific Division with title contenders
like the Phoenix Suns and 2007 playoff

An ode to Scal

F

Greenhouse

“We were a young team, but we
came together,” senior Katie Wysham
said of the team she captained this fall.
“We had a lot of people playing lots of
new positions, we had a new coach,
and only one playing senior. Still, the
season was great. I really enjoyed it.”
It was indeed a work-in-progress
season for the volleyball team, which
fielded a young squad of eight freshmen and sophomores and a new coach
in former assistant Marritt Cafarchia,
who stepped in for coach Cora
Thompson, who missed this season

for personal reasons. But with an outof-sight final month of the season, the
Jumbos improved on last year’s fourthplace NESCAC finish, finishing 7-3 to
capture the third seed in the conference tournament. They also atoned
for last year’s first-round exit from the
NESCAC Tournament by knocking off
sixth-seeded Trinity to advance to the
second round.
The year started with a rough trip to
California, where Tufts lost its first four
matches of the season. On returning
home, though, the Jumbos won six of
their next seven, a run indicative of the
streakiness of their season. But Tufts
couldn’t maintain the momentum for

the

Boston

Celtics opened their season
with a dominating win over

Ray Allen lived up to expectations, and
from what I could tell by watching on
TV, the Garden was rocking like it hadn’t
MCT

Center Chris Kaman has posted a doubledouble in each of the first three games of
the season, helping L.A. to its 3-0 start.
teams Golden State and the Los Angeles
Lakers.
But a victory Tuesday night over the
Chicago Bulls kept the Clippers’ record
perfect despite playing without their
top player, as well as point guard Shaun
Livingston who is still rehabbing from
a catastrophic knee injury suffered last
season.
The Clippers have been getting it
done with strong play from some veteran swingmen in addition to improved
inside scoring from their big men. Corey
Maggette and Cuttino Mobley have
stepped up to carry the scoring load
in Brand’s absence. The duo has comsee INSIDE THE NBA, page 17

long, dropping six of eight to fall to
8-11.
At the time, both coach Cafarchia
and Wysham addressed the need to
reassess the game plan. What they
came up with was a new alignment on
the floor, switching from a 4-1 to a 5-2
rotation. The shift meant that the team
would implement a smaller rotation
featuring sophomore Dena Feiger as
the lone setter on the floor.
The move worked wonders, as the
Jumbos rattled off six straight wins and
10 of 11 overall to end the regular season. Feiger, meanwhile, averaged just
see VOLLEYBALL, page 17

Games of the Week
looking back (nov. 4) | patriots 24, colts 20
It was billed as the greatest regular-season game of all time, and Sunday’s Patriots-Colts matchup did not
disappoint.
The last two remaining unbeaten teams in the NFL met in a rematch of last year’s AFC title game, which
Indianapolis came back to win 38-34. This time around, the defending Super Bowl champion Colts were underdogs against the visiting Patriots, who had piled up record-setting offensive numbers in their first eight games.
Early in the game, the New England defense had no answer for Peyton Manning and the Colts offense, struggling particularly with running back Joseph Addai. The Patriots’ defense held the Colts twice in the red zone, but
Indy got a sensational touchdown on a 73-yard screen pass to Addai before the half to make the score 13-7.
The Patriots managed to keep the game close, but found themselves down 20-10 with just over nine minutes
remaining. Tom Brady responded emphatically, engineering a 73-yard touchdown drive that featured a 55-yard
pass to Randy Moss and was capped by a Wes Welker touchdown catch.
When Manning and the Colts had a chance to finish off the Patriots, their offense faltered. An aggressive
New England defense got a forced fumble on a sack from defensive end Jarvis Green, and the ball ended up in
the hands of linebacker Rosevelt Colvin.
Brady then took over, finding Donte’ Stallworth for 33 yards down the sideline to set up the game-winning
touchdown pass to Kevin Faulk that gave the Patriots the 24-20 win that kept them unbeaten at 9-0.

MCT

looking ahead (nov. 10) | football: middlebury at tufts

mike conroy/tufts daily

night,

Three” of Paul Pierce, Kevin Garnett and

Late-season surge sweetens tough start for 2007 Jumbos
Senior Staff Writer

riday

the Washington Wizards. The new “Big

Volleyball Season Recap

by Jeremy

Will Herberich | Big Hitter, The Llama

The Tufts football team has a chance this weekend to do what it hasn’t done this century: win a
NESCAC championship. Despite a heartbreaking 19-16 loss to Colby last weekend, the Jumbos are
still in the conference title hunt at 5-2. The 6-1 Middlebury Panthers are atop the league standings all
alone, but with a win at home Saturday, Tufts can claim a share of the championship.
Middlebury comes to Medford fresh off a 28-0 thrashing of the Hamilton Continentals, and hasn’t
lost since a 30-22 Week 4 defeat at the hands of Williams. The Panthers boast the league’s stingiest
defense, allowing just 10 points per game, led by senior Erik Woodring, the team’s lone captain and
the NESCAC’s leader in tackles with 88.
The Panthers have a new quarterback in freshman Donald McKillop, who has thrown just nine
touchdowns to 10 interceptions, but their running game is among the league’s best. Senior David
Randolph is the NESCAC’s second-leading rusher this year with 526 yards and six touchdowns.
Saturday is Senior Day for the Jumbos, who take the field before a home crowd at Zimman for the
fourth time this season. They are 3-0 at home heading into the crucial Middlebury showdown.

since the late 1980s.
For those fans who follow the Cs less
than avidly, they might have been a
little confused when one of the biggest
ovations of the night didn’t come after a
thunderous KG dunk, a Ray Allen threepointer or an and-one drive to the hoop
by Pierce, but rather after an awkward
dribble-drive by a chubby, red-headed
white guy.
I’m speaking, of course, of Brian
Scalabrine.
Scal’s final stat line read something
like this: nine points, three rebounds,
three assists, 1-for-7 from the threepoint line. But those stats (well above
Scal’s season or career averages, I might
add) don’t even come close to measuring
the 6’9” Irishman’s contributions to his
team. Scalabrine, once dubbed “Veal”
by his New Jersey Nets teammates, is the
first guy off the bench after a timeout,
often taking some of his valuable time to
give Pierce or Allen some quick coaching before they go back in the game.
He’s a great defensive communicator who’s even able to redirect all of
his teammates into proper positioning
while they’re focusing on their respective defensive assignments. So what if
his own man beats him backdoor for
a layup? Scal’s a coach out there. Fans
can also count on Scal to provide some
entertainment before the game. To date,
I have seen him hit exactly five shots
during pre-game warmups.
By now I’m sure that you’ve detected
just a trace of sarcasm in my voice. But
don’t get me wrong — I like Scal. It’s just
that ever since Celtics executive Danny
Ainge signed him to a five-year, $15 million contract following the 2005 season,
Celtics fans have had a bit of a love-hate
relationship with Veal.
Why the love? Frankly, I think it has
something to do with the fact that Scal
looks like he’s in roughly the same
shape as pre-Subway diet Jared Fogle.
You could easily see him playing for
your local beer-league softball team. It’s
tough to imagine the Big Ticket doing
that. While some NBA players are still in
the gym working on their 18-foot jump
shot, I like to think that Scal is lying on
his couch with a beer and some leftover
KFC. It allows me to maintain the delusion that I’m only one good tryout away
from an NBA lineup.
Why the hate? It’s a little less abstract.
A lot of it has to do with the fact that
we’re paying a guy 15 million bucks to
serve as a glorified cheerleader. Scal
prides himself on being a defensive
“stopper,” but I have yet to see him stop
anything but his own team’s momentum.
Am I being too hard on the guy?
Absolutely. Truth be told, every team
needs its hustle players. Scal energizes the team with his play, but more
importantly with his enthusiasm. And
as much as the Garden loves to boo Scal
when he’s off, the fans can’t resist him
when he does something right.
So the next time you’re at a Celtics
game, take a second to watch the only
guy on the court who looks like Ron
Weasley with a beer gut. I guarantee it’ll
make your night just a bit more fun.
Will Herberich is a sophomore who
has not yet declared a major. He can be
reached at William.Herberich@tufts.edu.
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Field Hockey

With 6-0 win over NEC, Tufts is one of (sweet) 16 teams still alive
by

Liz Hoffman

Daily Editorial Board

For the first time in school history, an
NCAA banner hung from the home-side
stands at Bello Field last night. And when the
FIELD HOCKEY
(13-4, 7-2 NESCAC)
NCAA Tournament, First Round
Bello Field, Wednesday
NEC
Tufts
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Jumbos walked past it on their way off the
turf, they carried one more win, one more
program record and the promise of at least
one more game in a sparkling 2007 season.
Riding five first-half goals, including a hat
trick from senior co-captain Ileana CasellasKatz and the first career goal from freshman Melissa Burke, the Jumbos blanked New
England College, 6-0, in first-round NCAA
action.
With the win, Tufts’ first in NCAA tournament play in program history, the Jumbos
will travel to Salisbury, Md. to take on the host
Sea Gulls, the national champions in 2003,
2004 and 2005. NEC was making its sixth
straight NCAA Tournament appearance, and
ended its season at 14-7.
The team had little idea of what to expect
from the Pilgrims, with no game experience,
few scouting reports and just 24 hours to
piece together a plan. But that uncertainty
actually freed the Jumbos up to do what
they’ve done all season and provided an
even-keeled stability to their pre-game mentality.
“I think that if there was ever a time that
we needed to play our game, it was now,”
Casellas-Katz said. “Especially when you don’t
have as much information on a team, you
have to control what you can. We were confident that if we played the way we have been
playing, especially in our game in NESCACs
[last Saturday], we could put together a win.”
In the first five minutes, the Pilgrims came
out strong, big-balling from the backfield but
working the ball well through midfield on
the sticks of junior Jodie Dresser and senior
Amanda Lester. They got the game’s first shot,
but Tufts freshman Katie Hyder sent it back
out, one of just three saves she was asked to
make on the night. Senior Jennie Williamson
came up with a clutch defensive save on an
NEC breakaway five minutes in to keep the
Pilgrims off the board.
“Every game at this point is on a big-



James Choca/Tufts Daily

Senior co-captain Ileana Casellas-Katz (right) gets the scoring started in the Jumbos’ 6-0 win over visiting New England College in the first round
of NCAAs. The goal was one of three for the senior on a day in which a complete-roster effort gave Tufts its first-ever NCAA Tournament win.
ger stage, but it all comes back to basics
— passing and receiving the ball well and
staying composed,” junior Brittany Holiday
said. “Once people start seeing that, it sort of
catches fire and everyone picks it up.”
Surviving the opening minutes unscathed,
the Jumbos settled into the game, and it was
theirs from then on. They turned up what has
been their signature style this season to stay
one step ahead of their nerves and two ahead
of a scrappy NEC team. Crisp ball movement and heads-up passing sparked front
line breakaways, and a poised possession
game left the Pilgrims few chances to get on
the board.
“Tufts is a great passing team. When they
come at you, they already know where they’re
going with the ball, already see their next
pass,” NEC coach Susan Murray said. “We
had to anticipate, and that’s something we
haven’t done well this year — we react, we
don’t anticipate, and if you do that against a
team like Tufts, it’s going to kill you.”
Williamson forced a corner at 23:30, then
received the hit in for a direct-shot corner

play from the left. A Pilgrim defender tipped
the ball over to sophomore Margi Scholtes,
whose rebound founds its way to CasellasKatz, via an assist from Holiday. The goal, the
Jumbos’ first ever in NCAA Tournament play,
put Tufts on the board early, and set the tone
for the next 58 minutes.
The Jumbos struck again two minutes
later off another penalty corner, one of 11 on
the day. NEC sophomore Mary Roux saved
the initial shot from freshman Jess Perkins,
but Casellas-Katz tallied back-to-back-toback rebound attempts before finally lifting
the fourth shoulder-high into the back of the
net.
Murray called a timeout to try to right her
team, but Tufts scored twice in the final 90
seconds of the half to carry a 5-0 lead into
the break. Junior Marlee Kutcher finished off
a penalty corner at 33:31 and Casellas-Katz
completed her hat trick, just the seventh in
Tufts’ 34-year history, exactly one minute
later on another reverse flick that sailed past
Rorke.
“I was surprised at how much space we

Inside the NESCAC

NESCAC gets unprecedented three teams into NCAAs
Tufts, Bowdoin awarded at-larges after Williams takes automatic bid
by Sapna

Bansil

Daily Editorial Board

For each of the first three years
following the Div. III women’s soccer tournament’s expansion to 60
teams, the NESCAC earned just
two bids, one automatic bid for the
conference’s champion and one
at-large.
But the recent performances
of the NESCAC’s elite have certainly raised the league’s profile.
In the past three Div. III tournaments, conference representatives
have combined to win 12 games.
Every NESCAC team has advanced
to at least the second round, and
both of last season’s selections —
Amherst and Middlebury — made
the Sweet Sixteen.
This Sunday, the conference was
rewarded.
The selection committee handed the NESCAC two at-large bids
to the 2007 NCAA Tournament, as
Tufts and Bowdoin picked up two
of the 18 Pool C picks. Their selections, combined with Williams’
automatic qualification for winning the NESCAC Tournament,
gave the conference an unprec-

edented three representatives in
the Div. III tournament.
“It’s great that the NCAA committee is realizing how strong both
the NESCAC and New England
soccer are,” Bowdoin senior tricaptain Ann Zeigler said. “Soccer is
so popular in the United States as
a whole that it’s hard to evenly distribute the bids to teams around
the country. But I was really pleased
to see that three NESCAC teams
made it because New England is
such a strong region.”
Williams punched its ticket to
the tournament on Sunday, when
it defeated Bowdoin 4-0 and captured its first NESCAC title since
2004. The victory improved the
Ephs’ record to 16-0-0 and earned
the squad a first-round bye in the
NCAA Tournament. Saturday, the
team will host the winner of a firstround matchup between Husson
and Springfield.
Despite seven regular-season
losses and a 5-5-1 out-of-conference record, Husson made the
tournament after winning the
North Atlantic Conference, topping the University of MaineFarmington in Sunday’s title game.

Springfield, meanwhile, was upset
in the first round of the NEWMAC
Tournament but still earned an atlarge bid after winning 15 regularseason games.
Regardless of its opponent,
Williams looks forward to the
challenge of playing on such a big
stage.
“I don’t think it matters who
we play,” Ephs junior forward
Gabrielle Woodson said. “Talking
with the girls and looking at the
bracket, we’re just excited to play,
and the fact that we have homefield advantage and get to play
here this weekend is always nice.”
Williams established itself as
the top team in New England this
season, combining a blistering
offense and a stingy defense to
finish the regular season without
a loss. The team’s leading offensive
player, Woodson has accounted
for 14 of the Ephs’ NESCAC-best
48 goals, while also chipping in
seven assists. On the defensive
end, Williams has allowed only
four goals this season, good for the
third-best goals-against average in
see NESCAC, page 18

had to move in the circle,” Casellas-Katz said.
“A lot of NESCAC teams really pack it in the
circle, but [NEC] didn’t as much and most of
our goals came off of the pads.”
“I think sometimes we were watching
the ball instead of marking our girl,” Murray
said. “Once you give players the ball like that
around the goal, that’s a dangerous position
to be in.”
The Jumbos got to last night’s game with
an at-large bid, one of seven handed out
nationwide. Tufts has appeared in the tournament twice before, in 1995 and 1998, but
fell in shutout losses in the first round. The
past four years have seen the program’s first
postseason win in 2004, the first home playoff game in 2006, and now, its first NCAA
win.
“It’s just been a great ride, the past four
years,” Williamson said. “In the beginning of
the season, I saw the talent, but I didn’t know
how it was going to come together. But it has
come together; we’ve gotten so much better
working as a team and that’s really been our
success this year.”

Tufts picks up All-NESCAC honors
in field hockey, volleyball
The first round of fall season
accolades rolled in yesterday, and
the Jumbos picked up All-NESCAC
selections in field hockey and volleyball.
Just as the Jumbos were taking the field for what would be a
resounding first-round NCAA win
last night, the NESCAC released
All-Conference field hockey selections. Tufts placed multiple players
on the First Team for the first
time since 2000, as senior Ileana
Casellas-Katz and junior Brittany
Holiday both made the list.
Casellas-Katz moved up from
her Second-Team selection last
year. The center forward, who
entered this season with 13 career
goals, tacked on three goals and
an assist yesterday, upping her
season totals to 18 goals and 41
points and padding her singleseason record in both categories.
Holiday joined Casellas-Katz on
the First Team after posting career
highs in points (18), goals (8) and
assists (8). The midfielder used her
speed and still skills as an inner
on the team’s new lineup this
year, and also converted on both
her penalty stroke attempts this
season. This was Holiday’s first All-

NESCAC selection.
Sophomore defender Margi
Scholtes earned a Second Team
selection after ranking second
in the NESCAC and first on the
team with 11 assists. Scholtes,
who did not register a point during her rookie campaign last year,
has started all 17 games for the
Jumbos this season, taking over
the on-field role vacated by the
graduation of All-American center
midfielder Stacey Watkins.
For the ninth consecutive season, the volleyball team placed
at least one individual on the First
Team, with senior captain Katie
Wysham earning the honor this
year. A Second Team selection
last season, Wysham established
herself as one of the nation’s best
blockers in 2007, battling a shoulder injury to post 1.59 blocks per
game, good for sixth in Div. III.
Her 153 total blocks were far
and away the most in the NESCAC,
besting Middlebury freshman
Whitney Bean by 49. On Tuesday,
Wysham was also named to the
New England Women’s Volleyball
Association Second Team.
—by Sapna Bansil

