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by Jim Grisanzio
In response to the need for veterinarians to take
on ever-expanding roles in society, Tufts School
of Veterinary Medicine and Wildlife Preservation
Trust International have created a program that
will train the next generation of health-care and
biomedical professionals in an entirely new field:
conservation medicine.

The new Center for Conservation

Medicine has been established in collaboration

with Harvard Medical School’s Center for Health

and the Global Environment.
(See CONSERVATION, page 4)



MESSAGE FROM THE

by Philip C. Kosch

R THRIVING RESEARCH ENTERPRISE

The teaching, service and research we are engaged in at the School of Veterinary
Medicine are all important in fulfilling our mission. The varied service programs,
especially those delivered by the hospitals, clinics and diagnostic laboratory, repre-
sent a significant contribution to our patients, clients and referring veterinarians.
Our teaching programs contribute to the education of the next generation of veteri-
narians and biomedical scientists. However, the research we conduct has the
potential to have the greatest impact because our scholarly endeavors today will
ensure that veterinary medicine will continue to be a vibrant field tomorrow.

Research is central to the work of a university — not just the outcomes, as signifi-
cant as they may be — but the process itself, and especially the passion that gives
meaning to the effort. Research is at the heart of academic life because it enhances
the faculty’s command of and currency in their fields of expertise. I firmly believe
that teaching and research are essential companions underlying scholarship. Our
school is, first and foremost, a place of scholarship.

One of the things that continues to impress me about Tufts is the intellectual
vitality of the faculty and students. We have developed seven major investigational
programs: infectious diseases, animal biotechnology and reproductive biology,
bone disease and orthopedics, neuroscience and behavior, oncology, hepatic and
gastrointestinal diseases and international and wildlife medicine.

This issue of Veterinary World contains a special section on research that provides
you with a glimpse of some of the exceptional work being done in our laborato-
ries. In a future issue, we will profile the work of the infectious disease investigato-
rial group led by Dr. Saul Tzipori. Dr. Tzipori’s group is currently ranked as the
top-funded program in the entire university.

This kind of top-flight research has contributed immensely to the growing impor-
tance of veterinary medicine and science in our society and has helped position
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine among the top tier of veterinary
institutions.

Our thriving research enterprise also includes our students. Since 1990, more than
115 of our students have received National Institutes of Health stipends to work
with faculty in the pursuit of novel discovery. Since the inception of the Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation Veterinary Student Research Fellowship national competi-
tion, our students have received 25 percent of all awards (the maximum allowed
for any one veterinary school). Four of our graduates have received Fulbright
Fellowships.

Our school thrives because we continue to think about and articulate a vision for
what this field of veterinary medicine might look like well into the future. With
that in mind, I am pleased to announce the establishment of the Center for
Conservation Medicine, made possible through major private foundation support.
The center will combine the talents of two of our signature programs — internation-
al veterinary medicine and wildlife medicine.

The intellectual vitality of our school is palpable. Our faculty and students are
exceptionally talented, self-determining, self-reliant and self-confident. I'm hon-
ored to serve as their dean.
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Dr. James Ross, chair of veterinary
clinical sciences at the School of
Veterinary Medicine, has received two
prestigious awards.

The American Association of
Veterinary Clinicians in May present-
ed Ross with its Faculty Achievement
Award in recognition of his excellence
in research, teaching and clinical prac-
tice. Ross was president of the group
from 1994-95.

Ross was also the first individual
from the School of Veterinary
Medicine to receive Tufts University’s
Distinguished Professor award from
the university’s Board of Trustees. He
received the award at commencement.

“I'm very honored. It's always
humbling to be recognized by one’s
peers,” Ross said.

On the cover:

Dr. Mark Pokras, director of Tufts” Wildlife
Clinic, and Hillary Stern, a veterinary student
on an externship from the University of
California at Davis, examine a bald eagle before
its test flight on Tufts” North Grafton campus.
The eagle was operated on for a broken wing
and released in Vermont in August. '

Photo by Richard Howard

Fall 1997

Veterinary World

Executive Editor Dr. Philip C. Kosch, Dean,
School of Veterinary Medicine

Editor Jim Grisanzio

Managing Editor Karen Bailey

Editorial Adviser Shelley Rodman, Director,
Veterinary Development

Contributors Deborah Halber, John LoDico

Art Director Kitty Gormley

Graphic Designer Ann Boyajian

Veterinary World is published three times a year as a
progress report of Tufts University School of
Veterinary Medicine, and is distributed to key univer-
sity personnel, veterinary students, veterinarians,
alumni and others with an interest in the develop-
ment of the school. We welcome your letters, story
ideas and suggestions. Correspondence should be
sent to: Editor, Veterinary World, Tufts University
School of Veterinary Medicine, 200 Westboro Road,
North Grafton, MA 01536. Telephone; (508) 839-
7910. Or e-mail us at JGrisanzio@Infonet. Tufts. Edu.

Veterinary World / Fall 1997


mailto:JGrisanzio@lnfonet.Tufts.Edu




