Tufts debaters report experiencing unfair judging due
to gender, race
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Men’s basketball gets hot with win streak ahead of big
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New enrollment in linguistics and cognitive brain sciences minor
programs halted without administrative notice
by Ariel Barbieri-Aghib and Arin Kerstein

Assistant News Editor and Executive News Editor

The lingustics and cognitive brain sciences (CBS) minors have been suspended
indefinitely, following an administrative decision made at the end of the fall semester.
Faculty members involved with the linguistics
minor are planning to discuss potential steps
to revive the programs next week and TCU
Senate is scheduled to release a survey today
to gauge student interest in the minors.
According to the Department of
Philosophy’s website, students who declared
these minors before December 15, 2015 will
not be affected by this decision, but the programs have paused new enrollment in the
minor programs “for the forseeable future.”
Dean of Academic Affairs for Arts and
Sciences Bárbara M Brizuela said the decision was undertaken due to changes in staffing, which raised questions about whether
Tufts could feasibly sustain these programs
in the future.
One upcoming staff change is that of Ray
Jackendoff, co-director of the Center for
Cognitive Studies, who said he is planning
on retiring at the end of the 2016-2017 academic year. Jackendoff said his retirement creates uncertainty for the future of the two
minors because he serves as the the advisor
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for the majority of the students in the minor
programs.
Jackendoff explained that he established
the linguistics minor program around seven
years ago and the CBS minor program
around eight years ago.
Previously, the linguistics minor requires
students to take two of three courses
offered in theoretical linguistics, according
to Jackendoff. Because Jackendoff person-

ally teaches two of these linguistics courses, he said the continuation of a linguistics minor would necessitate a curriculum
shift or the hiring of a new individual to
teach the courses upon his retirement.
“There’s really nobody in the philosophy
department who is going to take over the
administration of this program, so we have to
figure out where it’s going to live, if its continues,” he said.

Because of this, Jackendoff said that
he spoke with Brizuela, along with the
psychology and philosophy department chairs, who collectively decided at
the end of the fall semester that pausing
the programs would be the best plan of
action.
“We thought that the best way to deal with
it for the moment is not to be committed to
any [new] students because we didn’t know
if there would be enough courses for them
to complete or if there would be somebody
to administer these programs,” he said. “We
don’t want people signing up and not be able
to fulfill our obligations to students who are
signed up.”
However, he said that he called a meeting next week with several faculty members involved with the linguistics minor to
discuss potential next steps to revive the
programs.
“We’re talking to the psychology department about whether they might administer
these majors, or at least the CBS one, we
don’t know what’s happening with linguistics, but there’s a meeting next week with the
faculty involved with the linguistics minor
to start chewing over what’s going to be
done,” Jackendoff said.
see MINORS, page 2

Jumbo Vote 2016 seeks to increase Tufts issues ban on hoverboards
voter registration on campus
over fire safety concerns
by Catherine Perloff
Assistant News Editor

The Tisch College of Citizenship and
Public Service and a coalition of on-campus political organizations launched Jumbo
Vote 2016 this semester, a new initiative to
increase voting among Tufts students.
Leaders of several on-campus organizations and Tisch College faculty members
met on Jan. 27 to discuss first steps and
lay the foundation for the initiative’s future
work. Organizations involved with the
effort include Tufts Democrats, Tufts
Republicans, Cooperation and Innovation
in Citizenship (CIVIC), PostScript Magazine,
Tufts Votes, the Tufts chapter of the ACLU,
Tufts Generation Citizen, Tufts Students
for NARAL, Alliance Linking Leaders in
Education and the Services (ALLIES) and
Tufts VOX, according to Jumbo Vote 2016
leader Ben Hoffman.
“[We’re] bringing all of these people
together who all have a vested interest in voting…[and] having the students come together through this medium that is Tisch College
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and organizing a voter drive,” Hoffman, a
senior, said.
Jumbo Vote 2016 will hold a Medford/
Somerville campus-wide event on Feb. 29
to get students involved with the initiative,
according to Dr. Sherri Sklarwitz, the associate director of student programs at Tisch
College.
“I see it as giving information to students who might be as familiar with what
the voting initiative is all about and then
also [as] a planning session about what we
could accomplish before...the fall and a
broader picture of what this initiative could
be,” she said.
Hoffman, who is also the co-founder
of CIVIC, said the group is working with
two key deadlines in mind: the March 1
Massachusetts primary and the Nov. 8 general election, although the deadline to register
for the Massachusetts primary is Feb. 10.
“November 2016 – that’s where there’s
the most lofty goal to get everyone to vote,”
Hoffman said. “By the start of the [fall 2016]
see VOTE, page 3
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by Liam Knox

Assistant News Editor

Tufts has banned the usage, storage and
charging of hoverboards on all three university
campuses following a Jan. 12 email announcement to the Tufts community.
According to University Fire Marshal
John Walsh, who authored the email along
with Associate General Counsel Akiyo
Fujii and University Risk Manager Bret Murray,
the ban was implemented strictly because of
concerns over fire safety hazards.
“We’re not doing it for the sake of having a
ban,” Walsh said. “We’re just trying to avoid a
potential threat to health and safety.”
Walsh explained that a committee was
formed last December to discuss the risks,
public safety concerns and legal concerns
surrounding hoverboards, in response to the
scooters’ popularity this winter season. He
said the committee thought carefully about all
the options available in addressing fire safety
concerns, including designating a building
that isn’t wood-framed for students to store
their hoverboards so that dorms would not be
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put at risk of fires. However, Tufts ultimately
decided that this alternative plan would be
impractical and risky, he said.
Walsh added that because hoverboards
were expected to be a popular holiday gift,
the committee wanted to release information
about the ban before students came back from
winter break. He explained that hoverboard
bans from shipping companies, mainly air
carriers concerned about fires on planes, were
another reason for the ban’s implementation
before students returned to campus.
“If we banned [hoverboards] afterwards,
they’d have to ship them home, and some
air carriers and other shipment companies
are not allowing hoverboards as part of their
shipment,” he said.
Tufts is also one of 30 colleges and universities to ban the popular devices, according to a
Jan. 7 article in the Associated Press.
The trend of university bans on hoverboards began after reports of the devices
spontaneously catching fire appeared on the
national news cycle last December, as report-
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Minor programs paused in light of expected faculty retirement
MINORS

continued from page 1
Jackendoff said that the programs’ websites were updated a few weeks after the decision was made, and he that he had explained
his retirement plans to his students when
classes ended last fall.
While the CBS major program is offered
through the psychology department, the subject’s minor had been offered through the
philosophy department until now because
according to the psychology department’s
website, it does not offer minors. Additionally,
Tufts does not have a linguistics department,
so Jackendoff said that the linguistics minor
ended up part of the philosophy department
because he teaches there.
Brizuela said the administration had few
doubts about putting the CBS and linguistics
minor on pause due to the low numbers
of graduating seniors who minored in these
fields. Last year’s senior class had approximately five or six students minoring in CBS
and linguistics, according to Brizuela. She said
she felt comfortable suspending the minors
due to the low number of students choosing
that path because she felt there would not be
many students affected by the change.
She also said that students who have
reached out to Teresa Salvato, the program
coordinator for the philosophy department, explaining that they have been affect-
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ed by the change have been allowed to continue their desired minor programs.
There is student concern, however, about
the lack of communication regarding these
changes, according to TCU Senator Rati
Srinivasan.
Srinivasan, a sophomore, explained that
she discovered this change while browsing the
CBS minor program website last week. She
said she had been on track to declare a CBS
minor before graduation, and was surprised
by this decision and upset that it was not communicated by the administration.
“This is especially a problem because
during the fall semester as registration was
going on for the spring semester, the minors
were available on the website with no indication of anything happening…Students need
to be aware of this,” she said. “I personally
think the department should have informed
the students, in order to make it fair for the
students.”
After a discussion on Monday about the
discontinuation of the minor programs with
the Education Committee of the TCU
Senate, Srinivasan and TCU Senator Nesi
Altara approached Brizuela to discuss these
changes during a meeting on Tuesday
morning.
Srinivasan and Altara, a first-year, both told
Brizuela that they felt that an email detailing
the situation and explaining to students how
to proceed if they had intended to declare
minors should be sent in a time-sensitive
manner to allow students the opportunity to
add or drop classes as necessary. The last day
for undergraduate students in the School of
Arts, Sciences, and Engineering to add classes
this semester is today and the last day to drop
classes without record of enrollment is Feb. 25,
according to the academic calendar.
Brizuela explained that her office deals
solely with faculty and is therefore not in
charge of sending out emails to the student
body. The task of informing students was left
up to the respective departments, she said.
Brizuela explained that an email to alert
students has recently been drafted, and was
supposed to be sent out between Feb. 2 and
Feb. 4 following the meeting with the two TCU
senators.

At press time, there has been no
such email sent out to the student body
regarding this change. Jackendoff said he felt
it unnecessary to notify the entire student
body about a change that affected just a
“handful of people.”
“[Maybe] there should have been an email
to everybody that this was happening,” he
said. “We were a little bit tentative, we didn’t
want to make a big deal out of it and maybe
that was a mistake.”
According to Altara, he and Srinivasan
are continuing to work to increase
student awareness about this change.
The two TCU Senators hope to gauge
demand for the programs to see if it is
possible to demonstrate student interest
in the minors. He said that they hope to
meet with the chairs of the Philosophy
and Psychology departments in the
coming weeks.
Additionally, the TCU Senate is scheduled
to release a survey today to students to gauge
interest in majors and minors that are not
offered at Tufts. The survey, created by the
Student Outreach Committee branch of TCU
Senate, will be released with the weekly “Two
Minute Thursday” video clip created by TCU
Senate, Srinivasan said. She explained that
the goal of these efforts is to collect new data
to ensure that the administration does not
rely on old numbers to determine interest in
certain majors and minors. This survey will be
the first of its kind to ask students about their
interests in specific majors or minors at Tufts,
she said.
Srinivasan said that the TCU Senate will
continue discussions with the administration
and with students in order to better represent
what they want. The TCU Senate hopes to
continue this process of holding the administration accountable and ensuring transparency throughout the coming semester, she said.
“If we show there is student demand for
this…then we [hope we] can have the departments reinstate at least one of [the minors],”
Altara said.
Jackendoff explained that if there is enough
student demand, there is potential to convince administrators and faculty that the
minor programs are worth preserving at Tufts.

Tufts joins over 30 universities in implementing hoverboard ban
HOVERBOARD

continued from page 1
ed in a Dec. 14 New York Times article. The
Consumer Product Safety Commission later
released a statement on Dec. 16 declaring the
device a fire hazard.
According to a Dec. 19 story on NPR, hoverboard explosions are likely caused by the
poor quality of the scooter’s lithium-ion batteries, which contain flammable electrolytes.
The nature of university policies on hoverboards vary, however. At the University of
Iowa, for example, students are allowed to
ride hoverboards but may not bring them
into campus buildings, according to the AP
report. At Ohio State University, students
can bring their hoverboards wherever they
would like, so long as their devices came
with seals guaranteeing that they met certain safety standards. Meanwhile, Tufts’ policy bans the on-campus presence of the
devices altogether.
However, Walsh said that the ban will not
be strictly enforced.
“It’s not like we’re going to be on hoverboard patrol,” he said. “It’s just that if an
alert staff member saw a student walk into
a building with one, they’d say that’s not
allowed here.”
The language of the ban was written to
apply not only to Tufts students, but to anyone
who might be on campus, according to Walsh.

“The ban is not aimed at students,” boards eventually eliminate the risk of
he said. “It’s aimed at safety. If…you have fires, he and the committee would reconsomebody visiting here, or who works here sider the ban.
but doesn’t live here, going to the library or
“If the evidence is there; if there’s
to the gym and bringing the hoverboard in improvements made and they’re backed
with them, at that point this hazard is being up by the Consumer Product Safety
brought into buildings that have poten- Commission, I don’t see any reason why
tially hundreds of people inside. Until the Tufts wouldn’t reconsider,” he said.
problem gets fixed, we have to
due our due diligence to keep
everyone safe.”
First-year Zian Jiang, who
owns a hoverboard and had
stored and used it on campus
last semester, feels that the ban
is an overreaction.
“I feel like it was some type
of overthinking,” he said.
“Even sometimes iPhones
or vapes, that kind of stuff
also sometimes catches
on fire. You can’t, based on
some instances, just ban all
of them.”
However, Jiang said it is reasonable for Tufts to be concerned
about the dangers of hoverboards while updated versions
with safer batteries have yet to be
introduced.
CAROLINE AMBROS / THE TUFTS DAILY
Walsh added that if prod- Tufts Fire Marshal John Walsh in his office in Dowling Hall
uct improvements in hover- on Jan. 28, 2016.
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Student political organizations unite to increase voting among students
VOTE

continued from page 1
semester … we [will] have people there to
register people to vote on campus because
we [will] have hit the ground sprinting for the
first Tuesday in November.”
According
to
Tisch
College
Communications
Director
Jennifer
McAndrew, the initiative grew from conversations within the higher administration about
increasing political engagement at Tufts.
“The Provost and the President and [Dean
of Tisch College Alan] Solomont were all
thinking about the fact that Tisch College
and Tufts are all leaders in terms of why
understanding young people do or do not
vote,” she said.
McAndrew explained that the logical next
step was to use findings from their research
on political engagement and apply it to promote political learning among students on
campus.
Sklarwitz said she contacted Hoffman and
fellow CIVIC co-founder Diane Alexander to
spearhead the initiative because of their
connections with other on-campus political
organizations.
“I assumed because CIVIC had so much
reach…[they] would be a great way to connect with many different organizations on
campus,” Sklarwitz said.
McAndrew said this effort will expand
across the university. She and Sklarwitz have
spoken to representatives at the university’s
Boston and Grafton campuses, and Jumbo
Vote 2016 representatives have been designated for every school and major office,
McAndrew said.
On the Medford/Somerville campus,
Hoffman explained that the voting initiative
will be broader than the previous efforts
of Tufts Votes, which had a similar goal of
increasing voting among Tufts students.
“Tufts Votes has existed in the past; what
we’re doing now exists past those iterations,”

Hoffman said. “Tufts Votes for the longest
time was a shell organization of Tufts Dems.
It was mostly just run by Dems being the
largest political organization on campus,
though it was completely non-partisan.”
Currently,
first-year
Giancarlo
Musetti leads Tufts Votes, a position he was
recruited for through his involvement in
Tufts Democrats, Musetti said. He said the
organization is small and could greatly benefit from collaborative efforts with Jumbo
Vote 2016.
“As of a few days ago, [Tufts Votes was] me
and a few friends and anyone I could get to
help register to vote,” Musetti said.
He told the group of student leaders at
the Jan. 27 meeting that voter registration
efforts are limited when they are primarily
executed by a few individuals.
“The issue has been that as we register
people to vote, there have been some technical difficulties,” Musetti said.
He added that in his personal experience, his own voting form was not processed
by Medford City Hall when he tried to vote in
the November mayoral election.
“What I’m hoping for is that we can go
electronic because that would make it significantly easier to register people to vote because
we wouldn’t have to physically take care of the
forms and bring them to city hall,” he said.
At the meeting, McAndrew said Tisch
College was hoping to partner with
TurboVote, an online voting service to better
facilitate voter registration. She explained
that any student, faculty or staff with a tufts.
edu email address would be able to sign up
on TurboVote. Additionally, Tisch College will
hire a part-time voting coordinator to assist
students with the voting registration process,
according to McAndrew.
“The [coordinator is] going to be working
directly with students, so they’re going to take
the student-run initiatives and make them
happen,” Sklarwitz said.
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Funding for this project comes from
the Provost’s office, McAndrew said. She
explained that the money will go toward
financing events, salarying the voting
coordinator position, helping support the
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Associate Director of Student Programs Sherri Sklarwitz (left) and Communications Manager Jennifer McAndrew (right) are leading an
effort to create an umbrella organization on campus to increase voter registration.

TurboVote partnership, and funding other
political engagement opportunities.
While the focus is currently on voting,
McAndrew said that this is just a starting
point to increase engagement on a variety
of issues.
“Expanding political learning is something we [at Tisch College] talk about a
lot,” McAndrew said. “Voting, though it’s
just one part of it, in a way becomes a
proxy of political learning because it is
something you can measure. It’s a once in
eight-year opportunity. It’s an open presidential election with no incumbent – let’s
use that opportunity of an exciting presidential election year to [help] all of our
students feel empowered to be politically
engaged.”
While there is professional staff involvement in Jumbo Vote 2016, McAndrew said
the effort will still be student-led.
“The idea of this is to have students
become actively engaged politically and to
encourage political learning on campus,”
McAndrew said. “I really think there’s a recognition that can only be done with us in
a support role and students leading. We
expect the students to hold us accountable,
and we know that they will, and we look
forward to that.”
Hoffman said the current effort is important for encouraging the civic habit of voting.
“College is a great place to establish the
habit of voting,” he said. “People who vote
are more likely to vote in the future. People
who forget to vote are less likely to vote in the
next election.”
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Gender, race bias still a reality in collegiate
competitive debate
by Nicole Brooks
Features Editor

The world of collegiate competitive
debate has recently come under scrutiny, as participants report experiencing
unfair scoring based on race and gender. According to women in the Tufts
Debate Society, judges sometimes deliver biased rulings due to the largely white
male-dominated atmosphere of competitive debate.
Tufts
Debate
Society
competes
in
debates
within
the
American
Parliamentary
Debate
Association (APDA) almost every weekend, according to first-year Debate
Society member Alexandria Hayman.
The APDA’s members include several colleges across the nation, as it provides
the standard ruling for competitions and
conducts standings to rank each team.
Within each competition, students from
the host school of every tournament are
often the judges for that debating round.
“One of the good things about APDA is
that because it’s all college students, people
are very conscious of the fact that gender
bias is a thing,” Hayman said. “But at the
same time it definitely still happens.”
Vice President of Operations of
Tufts Debate Society, junior Anna
Weissman joined the debate team during
her first year at Tufts and has encountered
instances of gender bias during tournaments off campus.
“During my first year on the team, there
was often implicit bias when being judged
by both male and female judges if I was
the only female in the round,” Weissman
said. “Often times it is easier to perceive
males as having a stronger voice, and
therefore despite the quality of arguments
being made, speaking style and presence
can influence rounds.”
APDA seems to be cognizant of
these historical ruling biases, and has
set in place several measures to counteract them. According to APDA’s
website, the organization has introduced and revamped several initiatives to counter both race and gender
biases. For example, APDA defines the
mission of its Gender Empowerment
Initiative (GEI), formerly known as the
Women’s Initiative, as “[creating] awareness about issues that women, trans, and
non-binary individuals face in debate, as
well as [empowering] those individuals
and [providing] education for the entire
ADPA community.”
During competitions, the ADPA also
provides Equal Opportunity Facilitators
(EOFs) at each tournament in case a debater feels they are dealing with a bias incident,
Weissman explained. This ensures that bias
incidents are handled more efficiently by
the ADPA. As reactive positions, the EOFs
hold discussions to prevent future bias
incidents and generate more awareness
about potential biases that occur.
“There are many checks in place to
make sure that bias incidents are not
occurring,” she said. “Of course, sometimes
implicit bias does happen in judging, and
there are still many more white men than
women or people of color on the circuit,
but APDA and the schools in it, including
Tufts Debate Society, are doing everything
in their power to help the situation.”
Despite the efforts of the APDA, gender

and race biases are still
obstacles for minority
participants competing with their white
male peers. According
to Hayman, there have
been several rounds
where she felt she was
unfairly given lower
scores than male competitors.
“There have been
rounds where the
judges told me I did
something really well
but I still spoke way
lower than the other
people I was debating with,” Hayman
said. “The discrepancy between the point
value of my speak and
the actual things I did
well in my speak were
too big for it not to be
something related to
that. The interesting
thing about APDA is
that they recognize that it’s a problem, and
they are actively trying to combat it, but at
the same time you can only do so much.
So part of it is that you have to deal with it,
which sucks.”
Gender bias is not the only factor that
has affected the Debate Society under
ADPA’s tournament style, however. During
a tournament round with a fellow Tufts student who speaks in an accent that is neither British nor American, Hayman said
that they both encountered questionable
rulings from the judges.
“The judge specifically told us that I
organized very well and my comments
were constructive,” Hayman said. “My
partner gave a really great speech when
he was member of government and we
both were scored one or two points lower
than the team that won in the first round.
Also the team that won dropped a lot of
our points — in the ADPA, it matters [that]
you respond to every single point and they
dropped a lot of our points, but they still
won, and they were speaking a lot higher than us. Part of it is, yes, I am biased
because I lost, but… to an extent you can’t
explain that.”
Unfortunately, this is not unique to
debate; bias is inherent to all parts of
society, Professor of Political Science
Richard Eichenberg said, who is currently
teaching a class entitled Gender Issues in
World Politics.
“I can tell you as a broad generalization that people in their perceptions of
others do make distinctions based on
gender and race,” Eichenberg said. “It
makes a difference in how they evaluate
their ideas and credibility, which is what
debate is all about.”
Eichenberg noted two recent studies
which reveal several implications about gender bias in relation to collegiate teaching
evaluations. One study, conducted by professors of University of California, Berkeley and
the Sorbonne in Paris, found that students
tended to rate their male professors higher than their female professors even if the
female professor was the technically better
instructor. This was assessed by exams taken
at the beginning and end of the semester to
quantify student’s progress in the course.
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The other study, conducted by North
Carolina State University, found that college students in online courses tended to
give teachers with traditionally male names
higher ratings, even when the instructor
was actually a woman.
“The implications for the debate world
are pretty significant,” Eichenberg said.
“The bottom line is here; and I’m not really
sure that I understand the causal mechanism. Students, and this might very well
include female students, tend to give higher evaluations to men than women in a
job that requires a lot of public speaking,
answering questions, and the like, which
is a setting that’s not too different from the
debate world. It’s probably a little more
adversarial in the debate world. The implication to me is that there is more than likely
some gender bias going on in the evaluations of debaters.”
Eichenberg pointed to social psychology and the aforementioned studies on
teacher evaluations as evidence of biases
which are deeply ingrained in everyone.
“For me to claim that I don’t have any
preconceptions based on race, or gender,
or national origin would be a lie because I
am a human being,” Eichenberg said.
To put this in the context of the ongoing
Democratic nomination race between former Secretary of States Hillary Clinton and
Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Eichenberg
notes how this ingrained gender bias is
playing out in current politics, a platform
which, like debating, prioritizes argument
and speech.
“On the marginal side [of ] women
politicians and candidates, quite a part
of elections do face a double standard
that’s not irrelevant from the debate
world,” Eichenberg said. “If a woman is
calm and demure and deferential in her
political argumentation, she is perceived
as weak. If, however, she is strong and
assertive and even argumentative — and
debaters have to be argumentative —
then they are perceived as … It’s not a
nice word.”
To combat this, Eichenberg acknowledged the importance of having a greater
presence and diversity of women in politics in order to begin changing the dou-

ble-standard and challenging ingrained
psychological preconceptions.
“I think there is some extent to which
having women of different backgrounds
and origins, with different personalities and different styles, will sort of normalize the fact that they belong there,”
Eichenberg said. “And so applying one
standard or another to a woman because
she’s a woman will become outmoded at
some [point].”
According to Weissman, Tufts Debate
Society’s female members have organized ‘girls’ nights’ to foster better relationships with one another as part of the
traditionally male-dominated world of
debate. They have also made it a goal
encourage more women to join the
team, in order to narrow the gender gap
between men and women.
“We are currently working up ways in
which we can recruit more women for tryouts next fall,” Weissman said.
Tufts Debate Society is currently planning on sending a team to the
North American Women’s Debating
Championships in March to provide even
more incentive and opportunity for female
debaters, which Weissman hopes will also
encourage women on the team.
“The gender gap has been something
that has existed in the world of debate for a
long time, but I believe we are taking all the
necessary steps towards changing that,”
she said. “As a female freshman two years
ago, I had very little confidence. But it was
two male debaters, who are now seniors on
the team, [that] encouraged me and made
sure I was in a comfortable environment
to build my confidence and debate skills.”
Hayman explained how ADPA’s efforts
to fix the biases as well as to encourage
more female debaters has affected her
experience in debating so far.
“Being able to look around and know
that there are other women that are having
the same problems and same successes is a
very motivating thing,” Hayman said. “But
… there is no way that one organization,
which is problematic [as] with any organization, is going to fix all the problems. You
have to change the culture, and that takes
a long time.”
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University of Birmingham’s Guild of Students GMTG production of Spring Awakening.

‘Spring Awakening’ revival provides new opportunities for diverse
representation, features rising star Austin McKenzie
by Emily Friedlander
Contributing Writer

Spring Awakening Reimagined
Deaf West’s revival of “Spring
Awakening” is an unlikely twist on a modern
classic with an even more unlikely star. Set in
1890s Germany, “Spring Awakening,” which
opened for the first time on Broadway in
2006, documents the life of a group of adolescents in a small town grappling with coming
of age. The discovery of sexuality, teenage
angst and the miscommunication that arises
between parents and their children are major
themes in the play, as exhibited by songs like
“The B*tch of Living,” “The Word of Your
Body” and “Mama Who Bore Me.”
Unlike the original production, the
revival has been reconceptualized to cater
to both hearing and non-hearing audiences. Innovations in lighting and physicality are
used to tell members of the audience who
are deaf and hard of hearing that a song has
begun or ended.
Two of the three main actors, and about
half of the cast in total, are deaf; they sign
their parts in American Sign Language (ASL)
while other actors simultaneously voice their
lines for the hearing audience. The success of
each performance relies on seamless communication between the hearing and deaf
actors, with the deaf actors using the physical
cues of other actors and changes in lighting
to start or end an action.
During the musical numbers, the deaf
actors sign without moving their lips to the
lyrics while the rest of the company sings.
This is essential to the translation and emotional honesty of the show because ASL relies
heavily on facial expressions, which often
can be lost or muddled while a person is
singing. Facial expressions can be equated
to a speaker’s tone and are an important

part of understanding a message. There is an
added layer of emotional richness in each of
the musical’s songs, as actors simultaneously
sing and sign, creating a beautiful mix of fluid
choreography and ASL translations.
The reimagined musical began its previews last September and captured audiences until its final curtain on Jan. 24.

An Interview
Unlikely Star

with

an

The political and social changes that are
moving Broadway toward a more inclusive
culture with more diverse voices came at just
the right time for the musical’s lead, Austin
McKenzie.
McKenzie, a college student majoring in
ASL and childhood education at Columbia
College in Chicago, secured the lead not only
because of his talent, but also because he
brought together the worlds of the hearing
and hearing impaired.
The 22-year-old, who just wrapped up
his first run on Broadway as the character
Melchior, never planned on becoming a
performer. After dedicating his adolescent
summers to working at a camp for people
with special needs, McKenzie believed
his calling was to become a special needs
teacher. While doing research for his ASL
class in college, McKenzie came across a
casting call on YouTube for a small production of “Spring Awakening” in Los
Angeles that aimed to make the show
accessible to both hearing and non-hearing audiences.
“I thought it would be fun to send in an
audition tape for the show, thinking that it
would better my chances of being an interpreter one day for them,” he said. “Then
they asked me months later to do a callback
tape, and then I did another tape. And then
they cast me.”

For McKenzie, it has been a whirlwind
experience. McKenzie left college early
to star in the show’s first incarnation at a
99-seat, black-box theatre in L.A. After a
second run at a larger venue and then a
move across the country, the cast arrived on
Broadway, where McKenzie earned accolades as one of Broadway’s hottest and most
unexpected stars of the season.
McKenzie has a voice that is both
deep and delicate, lending boyish honesty to his role on stage and complementing his humble personality. He takes his
time with his words, thoughtfully starting and stopping. When he speaks, one
can hear a combination of wonder and
complacency in his voice. Following his
year and a half of constantly performing as Melchior and as a leading man,
McKenzie is excited to take a step back
from the spotlight.
“I’m constantly having to catch up,” he
said. “Things are moving two years faster than I am processing, and I’m just trying to figure out what I’m even doing as
opposed to where I’m staying. I think my
mind thinks… ‘What’s happening?’ more
than ‘Where am I?’”
McKenzie, who was constantly working
to meet a demanding schedule, often found
comfort in the routine of going to work every
night and knowing exactly what he would be
doing for each second of the show.
“I remember a few days before I moved
to Los Angeles for the show, I called my
mother and I had all of these questions like,
‘What does this mean? Is this supposed to be
what I’m doing with my life? What’s happening?’” he said. “She told me something I think
about every night during the show, which is
to just focus on what is in front of me. Quite
literally. Because I think that when I get in
those moments of questioning or confront-

ing overwhelming thoughts, it’s good to just
sit and think, ‘Okay what is in front of me?
Laundry. Okay. I’m going to focus on doing
this laundry.’ And then I’ll think about the
next thing I have to do.”
What is next for him is taking a break.
McKenzie hopes to relax after the past two
years of constant change. He plans to visit
his sister, read some books and go rock
climbing. Beyond that, he seeks to continue
pursuing his new career as a performer.
McKenzie said that for people still
searching for their career paths, they should
first take a step back and ask themselves
what they feel is their purpose in life.
“If you know what [your purpose] is,
then you can make the proper arrangements to have your life accordingly go
toward that,” he said. “If you don’t know
what your calling is, I think that you need
to do what you love and challenge yourself
to take new risks. Because when you do
what you love, that’s when life will present
its mysterious course for you.”
In the face of publicity and adoration, the
actor remains grounded.
“I understand I’m in a unique position,
but at the end of the day I want people to
know that I’m human and I’m just trying to
figure everything out just as much as everyone else,” he said.
McKenzie and the show have a bright
future ahead. The actor has some projects in
the works and just starred in a movie called
“Speech and Debate.” The revival of “Spring
Awakening” just announced a national tour,
receiving much enthusiasm.
McKenzie said he is a clear believer in
fate, marveling at his journey thus far.
“Who would have ever thought that
this boy, just trying to be an adult, would
get to this?” he said. “It’s very strange. It’s
very peculiar.”
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Netflix officially confirms longrumored ‘Gilmore Girls’ revival
by Lancy Downs
Arts Editor

It’s official — Lorelai (Lauren
Graham) and Rory (Alexis Bledel)
Gilmore will once again be gracing
television (and computer) screens
nationwide. Fans got official confirmation on Jan. 29 that the “Gilmore Girls”
(2000-2007) revival would indeed air
on Netflix in four 90-minute installments. Filming for the show commenced on Tuesday.
Importantly for many fans, series
creator Amy Sherman-Palladino and
her husband Dan Palladino are back as
showrunners; the pair departed “Gilmore
Girls” prior to its seventh and final season, often considered by fans and critics
to be the series’ weakest. Returning cast
members include Graham, Bledel, Scott
Patterson as Luke, Kelly Bishop as Emily
Gilmore, Sean Gunn as Kirk and Keiko
Agena as Lane.
There are a few notable absences, however. Edward Herrmann,
who played Richard Gilmore, died in
December 2014, meaning that the show
will have to address the absence of
Rory’s grandfather. Bishop, who plays
Herrmann’s onscreen wife, told TVLine
in a Feb. 1 interview that the revival will
find Emily coming to terms with the
loss of her spouse.
“Because of the fact that Emily lost
her husband, she’s kind of a raw nerve,”
Bishop said. “In a desperate attempt
to push through [her grief ], she blows
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Looking for
something fun to
do this weekend?
Check out these events:
All About Chocolate:

BARBARA BINSTEIN VIA TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Alexis Bledel of the recently revived
“Gilmore Girls.”
between right on the edge of losing it to
almost being a little manic.”
Melissa McCarthy, who played
Lorelai’s best friend, lovable cook Sookie,
is not slated for a return. McCarthy has
experienced a meteoric rise to fame
since the final episode of “Gilmore Girls”
aired and has a busy filming schedule
lined up this year, making it impossible
for her to commit to the “Gilmore Girls”
revival. Sherman-Palladino told TVLine
in a Feb. 1 interview that she hopes
McCarthy will be able to find time to
stop by the set to film a short cameo.
“If Melissa is available and has an
afternoon free, I’ll write her a scene,”
she said. “Melissa was one of us.”

Tufts Culinary Society
presents a talk with Dr.
Carla Martin on why
people love chocolate
and the delicious treat’s
history. Samples will be
available at the event.
( Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
in Pearson 106)

Battle of the DJs:

Part of Programming
Board’s Winter Weekend,
Battle of the DJs: Fire and
Ice Edition will get you
dancing to Tufts’ best
DJs. (Friday at 9 p.m. in
Hotung)

Winter Ball:

The Sophomore Class

Sketch Comedy Show Council presents the annuin a Day:
al Winter Ball, a semi-forAn entire show put
together in a single
day and inspired by
audience suggestions,
Major: Undecided’s new
show is sure to be hilarious. (Saturday at 9 p.m.
in the Crane Room)

mal affair for anyone looking to strut their stuff and
dance. (Saturday from 6
p.m. – 10 p.m. at Royale
Nightclub Boston. Tickets
are $10 at the Campus
Center ticket booth or
online at TuftsTickets.)

EVENT RETROSPECTIVE

Tufts Symphony Orchestra performs series of concerts in Austria

by Paige Spangenthal
Contributing Writer

On the afternoon of Jan. 14, a bus full of
Tufts musicians pulled up to the Goldenes
Theater Hotel in Salzburg, Austria. I was
exhausted after a seven-hour flight, but
there was scarcely time for a nap – the Tufts
Symphony Orchestra (TSO) tour of Austria
was off to a busy start.
Jetlagged and lightheaded, I felt as though
I were walking through a dream as we toured
the city on foot. The snow-dusted Alps that
towered over Salzburg seemed too enormous to be real. The narrow, winding streets
were older than anything one could find in
Boston. Even in harsh winter, Salzburg was
stunning. We walked through the gardens of
the Mirabell Palace, which was still breathtaking with dead flowerbeds, leafless trees
and grey skies above. As I stood in front of the
childhood home of Wolfgang Mozart, I felt as
though I were on sacred ground.
The next afternoon, TSO boarded our
bus and drove to Hallein, a small medieval
town near Salzburg, for our first concert.
The venue was too small for an orchestra,
but we miraculously fit in the space and
still had room for an audience. Despite the
untraditionally small size of our venue, we
made the best of our circumstances and
played a concert featuring works by Mozart
and Johannes Brahms. “The Unanswered
Question” by Charles Ives was a piece that
worked particularly well with our unique
space. The piece calls for a single trumpeter.
Senior Stan Normile played his part from the
balcony above the orchestra.
After the first concert, our stay in Salzburg
came to an end. We spent the next two days

visiting Austrian monasteries and sightseeing in Vienna. My favorite location was the
Mozarthaus — one of houses where Mozart
lived during his musical career in Vienna.
The house was furnished with relics from
Mozart’s time, like a wooden chess table
from the 18th century. Different documents
from Mozart’s life were also displayed, like a
student’s exercise sheet with corrections by
Mozart scribbled in the margins. Shivers ran
down my spine as I realized I was looking at
Mozart’s actual handwriting.
Our second concert was in Bad
Tatzmannsdorf, a small spa town two
hours outside of Vienna. As I entered the
lobby of our venue, I was surprised to
see several elderly people walking around
in bathrobes. This was not a traditional
spot — it was a vacation resort for retired
Europeans. Once again, the hall that we
were playing in was too small, but we
managed to squeeze the entire orchestra in front of the audience. While the
turnout for this concert was not what
one would see at a Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra performance, I am glad that I
can now check “play orchestral concert for
bathrobe-clad Austrian senior citizens” off
my bucket-list.
Our final concert also presented challenges. This was by far our most beautiful venue:
a huge, gothic church in Vienna, called the
Votivkirche. The church was decorated with
vibrant frescoes and had marvelous acoustics. Unfortunately, the only source of heat
in the building came from four weak heating
lamps. As we shivered at our music stands,
we prayed that our instruments would not
crack or go out of tune from the freezing
temperature.

NICHOLAS PFOSI / THE TUFTS DAILY ARCHIVE

Director of the Tufts Symphony Orchestra John Page leads a class in the Distler Performance
Hall on Feb. 11, 2014.
I was shivering so violently that it was
difficult just to hold my violin up. I could
barely hit the notes in Austrian composer
Johann Strauss’ fast paced “Die Fledermaus”
with my numb fingers. Still, I was thankful to
play in such a singular, gorgeous venue. I was
also grateful for the opportunity to become
closer with my fellow musicians. Suffering
through the cold together was a great bonding exercise.
After the third concert, a clear pattern had
been revealed — each of the locations we
played at had been inadequate in some way.
John Page, the director of TSO, emailed the
tour company that organized the tour to ask
why they had booked such problematic venues. In their reply, it was revealed that none

of the venues the company had arranged for
us to play at had actually been booked due to
a lack of follow-through. The tour company
scrambled to book backup venues for the
orchestra just four days before we were supposed to leave for the tour.
“The plans for venues, ringers and rental
instruments were in complete disarray,” Rick
Bogin of Plymouth Travel Tours wrote in a
statement issued to TSO students and faculty.
Despite this fluke, I consider TSO’s tour of
Austria a success. As an orchestra, we became
tighter-knit and discovered the rich history of
the musical world. These are two gifts that will
enhance our performance immensely in concerts to come. TSO’s next concert will be on
May 5 at 8:00 p.m. in Distler Performance Hall.
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LATE NIGHT AT THE DAILY
Evan: “Do you know what are really good for white heads?
Insulin needles.”

Comics

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

JUMBLE

Difficulty Level: Donald Trump actually winning the Nobel Peace Prize.

Wednesday’s Solution

NON SEQUITUR
BY WILEY MILLER
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EDITORIAL

Ending Saudi Arabia’s impunity
Saudi Arabia has violated human
rights both inside and outside of its
borders. As the wars in Yemen and
Syria continue and instability in the
Middle East pervades and worsens, we
must come to recognize that the House
of Saud, along with the United States,
is one of the culprits.
Recent problems with the punishment of blogger Raif Badawi speak to
the broader political climate. Badawi’s
sentence, 50 lashes a week for 20 weeks
and jail for a decade for criticizing certain governmental clerics, stands as an
example of how harsh life can be in the
Kingdom. By now, the whole world is
familiar with Saudi Arabia’s strict rules
and interpretation of Islam. The Saudi
government has been concerned with
bottling the deeply radical fervor within its country, going back to the seizure
of the Grand Mosque in Mecca in 1979
by a revolutionary group that desired
“a return to the original ways of Islam,
among other things; a repudiation of
the West; abolition of television and
expulsion of non-Muslims.” To do this,
Saudi Arabia has also avoided stemming the tide of dollars flooding out

of the country to Syria’s radical groups
while playing its geostrategic game
against Iran in Yemen. As the Sept.
2 New York Times reported in 2015,
Saudi Arabia has poured hundreds of
millions of dollars into funding terror
organizations around the globe.
The United States ensures that
Saudi Arabia does not have to face
the consequences of its actions, which
means Saudi Arabia’s foreign policy
gets worse, not better. With the Iranian
nuclear deal underway, Saudi Arabia
feels threatened and is attempting to
stockpile more weapons than Iran to
ensure its hegemony in the Middle
East, creating an arms race that the
United States actively abets. Business
Insider reported earlier this week that
the US agreed to sell another $1.29
billion of weapons to Saudi Arabia,
supposedly to fight against terrorist
groups that have been linked back to
the Saudi Arabian government itself.
In fact, the Business Insider article furthers that the Saudi Arabia
state-sponsored form of Wahhabism
has many extremist ideologies that
helps ISIS and Al-Qaeda recruit fight-

ers. Badawi criticized Wahhabism in
the blog post that led to his sentence.
It’s important to note that this does not
mean Wahhabist beliefs are all inherently violent or terroristic. The actions
of Saudi Arabia have ramifications outside of the pockets of US taxpayers as
well. As the Times of India reported last
October, the lack of cooperation on the
part of Saudi Arabia has significantly
threatened and slowed the prospects
of a Syrian Civil War resolution. Any
hope of a more peaceful Middle East
requires Saudi Arabia to want peace
and mean it.
It’s important to be clear that this is
not an indictment against all Middle
Eastern countries or Muslims. It’s not
even an indictment against all of Saudi
Arabia’s policies; in fact, they just ratcheted up their investment in higher education significantly. But their
human rights violations, funding of
terrorists, and provocation in the
Middle East must stop being ignored
by the US—it must be curbed.
So what can we do? Fortunately,
dropping oil prices and a decrease of
oil imports into the US over the past

year have led to less money for the
Saudi government and less need for
American foreign policy to pander to,
rather than punish, Saudi Arabia. But
this is not enough—we cannot simply
hope their economy falters enough
that they must reform. We must be
firm with Saudi Arabia and not propagate double standards within Middle
Eastern countries, or internationally,
for that matter. If we are to criticize
Iran for buying weapons and threatening Saudi Arabia, we must do the same
when Saudi Arabia outwardly threatens Iran.
One US Representative, Hank
Johnson (D-GA) brought his criticisms
of Saudi Arabia to the floor in January,
but it gained little traction. We must
write to our representatives to encourage them to do the same—and block
any more resolutions to provide arms
to Saudi Arabia. The US government
must take a global lead in standing up
to Saudi Arabia. If we don’t take a stand,
stories like Raif ’s–and the untold tens
of thousands of lives extinguished by
our hand and by Saudi Arabia’s hand–
will be for naught.

EDITORIAL CARTOON
BY ABIGAIL FELDMAN
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Before sanctioning – can we talk?
by Avner Golov
I often disagree with the American
policy, especially toward the Middle
East. Sometimes, I believe the American
administration acts counter to its own
interests, as well as to Israeli interests.
For that reason, I am constantly criticizing American policy decisions.
Nonetheless, I have never stopped
my intellectual efforts to comprehend
the drivers behind the American policy.
I have never lost my trust in American
commitment to Israel, nor have I ever
doubted whether I would stand next to
the American people when they face
danger.
However, there is a disturbing trend in
America – an increasing advocacy for the
boycott of Israel under various circumstances. This worrisome trend may jeopardize both American and Israeli interests, while hindering the prospects for
peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
According to a recent poll conducted
by the Shibley Telhami, 27 percent of
the respondents said that the United
States should exercise economic sanction against Israel in response to settlement construction. Ten percent support
even more serious actions.
A recent example of a more ambitious sanctions policy is the American
Anthropological Association’s resolution
to boycott Israeli academic institutions
for what the group claims to be “Israel’s
maintenance of a settler colonial
regime.” This initiative follows Professor
Steven Levitsky and Professor Glen
Weyl’s joint opinion column advocating
the sanctioning of, and divestment from,

the Israeli economy until Israel solves
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
These three examples demonstrate
how slippery the “sanctions slope” can
be. Once sanctioning Israel is legitimatized, anti-Israeli movements and individuals will try to use sanctions to compel Israel to act against its will and interests, not merely to prevent future Israeli
construction. These extremist forces
will be surely satisfied if the moderate
Americans do their job of establishing
legitimacy for the idea of boycotting
America’s ally.
This development could seriously
risk the special strategic relationship
between the countries, as Israelis see
their closest allies assist Israel’s adversaries, even unintentionally. Presumably,
endangering the alliance would be justified by the prospects of solving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and bringing peace between the two peoples.
However, sanctioning Israel’s economy
is not likely to yield this result. In reality,
the results will be exactly the opposite.
The Israeli public does not maintain the status quo in the West Bank
because it is attractive to do so. On a
daily basis, Israelis pay the price of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflicts with blood.
Israeli polls consistently demonstrate a
yearning for peace and dissatisfaction
with the current situation; as a result of
the last elections in Israel, most Israeli
Knesset Members support the Two-State
Solution. But based on past experience,
Israelis don’t see any feasible path to
reach peace.
Serious negotiations with Yasser
Arafat in 2000 resulted in the Second

Intifada. Israeli Prime Minister Olmert
was determined in 2008 to put an end
to the conflict, but failed to convince
Mahmoud Abbas to go along.
Israel has tried unilateral steps, similar to the ones encouraged by some
of the sanction advocates. But Israelis
remember vividly that after Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in 2005,
Hamas took full control of Gaza. Israeli
citizens soon found themselves under a
threat of thousands of rockets launched
against some of Israel’s largest cities.
Since then, new security threats have
developed from Lebanese Hezbollah and
the Islamic State on the northern border,
Hamas and radical Islamic groups in
the south — and above all, the potential existential threat of Iran’s nuclear
program. Given this new regional reality, and in the absence of compelling
alternatives to current Israeli policy in
the West Bank, most of the Israeli public
prefers to maintain the status quo and
avoid risky ventures.
One can agree or disagree with the
Israeli assessment, but even Israel’s critics should recognize that if Israeli misgivings are mainly about the security of
its citizens, threats to its economy will
not mitigate these concerns and instead
will increase them. And if Israel experiences a predicament, like any other
country, it is not going to be more riskprone; it will instead hold steadfastly to
its security interests.
The big winners in this reality will be
the extremist forces in Israeli society,
not the moderate ones. Those who wish
to promote a peaceful solution will lose
influence over Israeli public.

It is equally false to assume that harming Israel through sanctions will instigate
the Palestinian leadership to make the
concessions it has refused to make in
the past. Prudent Palestinian negotiators
instead will harden their line, hoping
that Israel capitulates to the international
pressure. When both parties are expected
to entrench, the prospects for peace will
be much lower even than they are today.
So, what should be done?
Those who support the “Two
State Solution” believe Israelis and
Palestinians should talk through their
mutual concerns and negotiate a peace
agreement that will end the animosity
between the peoples and stop the violence. But when approaching Israel —
ostensibly their ally — some Americans
opt for sanctions rather than the same
open dialogue they are pushing Israel to
engage in with its adversary.
Those who support the “Two State
Solution” should condemn the backwards sanctions approach and embrace
their own demand of Israel — initiating
a dialogue of their own with the Israeli
public. American-Israeli joint intellectual
efforts are the only course toward new
innovative alternatives that can pave the
road for a real peace, while not jeopardizing either American or Israeli interests.

Avner Golov is a first year graduate
student and Harry S. Truman Scholar at
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, a researcher at the Center for New
American Security and a research felow
at Israel’s Institute for National Security
Studies at Tel Aviv University. He can be
reached at avner.golov@gmail.com.
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Jumbos on a roll as they head into big NESCAC weekend
MEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from back
The final score of 101-82 was closer
than the game actually was, with both
teams clearing their benches. Pace
ended the game with 27 points, nine
rebounds and seven assists, leading
Tufts in all categories except blocks.
Cousens Gym was crowded on
Saturday to watch Tufts play host to
Bates. The Bobcats featured a set of
twin forwards, juniors Marcus and
Malcolm Delpeche, measuring at 6’7”
and 6’8” respectively. To counter their
size advantage, Tufts implemented a
zone defense for much of the first half.
The team switched in and out of the
zone throughout the whole game in
response to Bates’ shooters, and kept
Bates off-balance defensively, sometimes disguising their defense until
the ball reached half-court and then
switching looks.
“The [Delpeche] twins had size
and athleticism, so the zone helped
us match up against that,” sophomore
guard Everett Dayton said. “But the
zone isn’t necessarily just for matching up against bigger teams. It’s also
to throw a different look at teams so
they’re not as comfortable.”
Tufts opened the game strong and
jumped out to a 22-9 lead with 10:59
to go in the first half, with the first
Bates basket to end the run coming off
a goaltending violation. Bates sophomore guard Justin Zukowski kept them
in the game early, hitting a few threes

to draw Tufts out of their zone and keep
the score close. However, the Jumbos’
relentless defensive pressure led to
multiple turnovers, and the four-guard
set led by sophomore point guard Tarik
Smith allowed the Jumbos to outpace
their opponents on the break, resulting
in easy transition buckets.
Though outmatched in size,
junior
tri-captain
center
Tom
Palleschi wasn’t outmatched in skill.
He dropped 24 in the game, scoring 14
of those in the game’s first 15 minutes.
His blocks often led to fast breaks going
the other way, and he notched five in
the game. Bates’ senior guard Mike
Boornazian did his best to keep his
team in the game, matching Palleschi’s
24 points and adding 13 rebounds, but
it wasn’t enough.
Tufts eased through the second half
after leading by 18 at the break. When
the pace of the game sped up, Tufts
shifted back to the 2-3 zone to limit
shots. While they were aggressive in
running the floor in the second half,
their offense was more patient in getting their points. Dayton hit a pull-up
jumper and senior tri-captain guard
Stephen Haladyna made an easy layup
with 7:51 to go, putting the game out of
reach at 73-46.
The Jumbos were out-rebounded
in the game, 51-41, a result of their
four-guard lineup. Of Bates’ rebounds,
22 came on the offensive end, and
Bates converted 16 second-chance
points. Allowing offensive rebounds

has been a struggle for Tufts all season, but the effectiveness of the four
guards on the break has outweighed
any shortcomings on the boards.
The story of the game, however,
came at the very end when Bates forward Mike Newton aggressively drove
into the lane and bowled over sophomore guard Kene Adigwe. From the
resulting scuffle, both players were
given technical fouls, and the tone of
what had been a fast-paced, physical
game soured. The Jumbos walked off
the court victorious 90-75.
Against the Newbury Nighthawks,
the team grabbed the lead early and
never came close to giving it up. The
Jumbos seldom missed, shooting 10/18
from the three point line in the first half,
ultimately gaining a 58-32 lead by halftime. Their dominance was so complete
that a Newbury player, at one point,
asked Spadaford if Tufts was Div. II or I.
Spadaford had 11 points in the first half,
and scored 21 in the game while recording five rebounds and two assists.
Palleschi also chipped in with six
blocks in the game. Although the
Nighthawks had two big men as tall
as Palleschi – first-year center Kyle
Joseph and junior forward Daray Ross
– they couldn’t match Palleschi’s intensity, and combined for just six points
throughout the course of the game.
Even though Newbury outscored
Tufts in the second half, it wasn’t
nearly enough. Tufts cooled off from
three-point range but still maintained

a healthy lead all the way through.
Sophomore guards Ben Engvall and
Dayton and first-year guard Ethan
Feldman all scored in double digits off
the bench for Tufts.
The sizeable advantage allowed
Sheldon to play out his reserves, and
every Jumbo on the roster but one scored
in the game. The Jumbos coasted through
the rest of the game, finally giving Sheldon
his 400th win by a score of 99-78.
The momentum built up in the past
week will be necessary as Tufts faces
huge tests from Amherst and Trinity at
home on Friday and Saturday. The team
will prepare hard for the rest of the week
for these games, which, coming near the
end of the regular season, will decide the
standings at top of the league.
“We’re focused. For the first time
in a long time, our destiny is in our
hands,” Sheldon said. “We play good
enough defense to match up with anybody and we can score so well. We’re
confident that we can win every game.”
The team always has good energy at
home, an atmosphere that the Jumbos
will have to take advantage of in the
two upcoming games.
“It’s a huge advantage shooting
on the same rims we practice on,”
Haladyna said. “We like playing at
home. Hopefully we can get a big
crowd [for the weekend]. We can finish
our season strong, because our team
has a different mindset than past years.
You can see it in our chemistry on and
off the floor.”
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

Jumbos start winning streak before match-ups against
NESCAC leaders
by Noah Smith

Assistant Sports Editor

Coming off of a close win at
Connecticut College, the team secured
three consecutive double-digit wins
ahead of this weekend, when they will
face the only two teams ahead of them
in the NESCAC standings. Tufts beat
Newbury (2-18) away last Thursday to
give Coach Bob Sheldon his 400th victory, only the 10th active coach in New
England history to do so. Sheldon is
Tufts’ all-time leader in wins, with a
record of 402-293.
The Jumbos then handled the
Bates Bobcats (10-10, 2-5 NESCAC) at
home on Saturday by a score of 90-75
in a game during which the result was
never in doubt. Finally, on Tuesday,
Tufts registered another home win in a
high-scoring shootout against UMassDartmouth (11-9), 101-82. These wins
stretched their current streak to four
games, leaving the Jumbos at 16-4
overall (5-2 NESCAC).
The challenge of the UMD game
was how to stop senior guard Jordan
Rezendes, who was coming off a
58-point performance in his last game.
“We wanted to pick him up full-

court with Tarik [Smith] and make him
work,” Sheldon said. “Once they started running him off picks, we tried to
switch a big onto him to make him
uncomfortable near the basket. We
held him under his average, which was
good. He’s so smooth.”
Although there was always a defensive player close to Rezendes, he scored
26 while dishing out 10 assists. His
efforts were in vain, however, as Tufts
put in a solid team effort on the way to
their third triple-digit scoring performance of the year.
Both teams shot a high percentage
to start, and the score was close for
much of the first half. With 14 minutes to go, Tufts led 19-15 and slowly
began stretching their lead. Offensive
rebounds continued to be an issue, as
one Corsair’s possession even resulted in
four shots for UMD. But Tufts held firm,
even when UMD implemented a press
with 1:30 left in the half. The half ended
on an emphatic dunk by sophomore
guard Vincent Pace to put Tufts up 49-40.
Early second-half pressure resulted
in back-to-back UMD timeouts, and
the lead built to 59-44 with 17 minutes
left in the game. The referees called a
tight game, and fouls slowed the pace
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Tufts guard Tarik Smith (LA’17) charges through two UMass Dartmouth players in the
men’s basketball game against UMass Dartmouth on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016.
down until 11 minutes, when Rezendes
hit a basket to cut Tufts’ lead to eight.
Not to be outdone, Pace began to
take over the game. He scored nine
consecutive points off two threes and
an and-one, and senior tri-captain
guard Ryan Spadaford added a deep
three to put the game out of reach.

“I think Vinny had been down a bit
[off his normal stat line] and decided
he needed to go to work,” Sheldon said.
“We have a big weekend coming up
and he wanted to have a good game to
kick him into the weekend.”
see MEN'S BASKETBALL, page 11

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Jumbos bring win streak to 13 with pair of victories

by Eddie Samuels

Assistant Sports Editor

The 18-2 Jumbos moved up to No. 8
nationally, following a series of strong
performances capped off by Tuesday’s
60-41 win over the 5-13 Rhode Island
College Anchormen. The victory was
their 13th in a row, continuing a streak
that started on Dec. 29, 2015 at Baruch
College. With the exception of a close
game at Bowdoin, all the games have
been won by eight or more points.
Tuesday’s game featured the quick ball
movement and dominant rebounding that
have aided the Jumbos throughout the
team’s streak. Tufts grabbed 41 rebounds to
Rhode Island College’s 28 and received a

windfall of 22 assists and 21 points from
bench players.
Neither team had a dominant shooting
night, as both shot well under 50 percent
from the field. The Jumbos have been able
to consistently rely on their nationally thirdranked scoring defense, which managed
seven steals and four blocks. Three of the
blocks came from first-year forward Katie
Martensen, who played 14 minutes.
Junior center Michela North led the
Jumbos in scoring on the night with 16
points, and sophomore forward Melissa
Baptista and junior guard Josie Lee tied for
the most rebounds with six.
“We’ve been executing our plays better,”
Baptista said. “Defense has definitely been
our number one focus, both [in] practice
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Tufts tri-captain and guard Nicole Brooks (LA’16) looks for an open teammate while protecting the ball from Emmanuel on Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2016.

and in games. [On Tuesday] we had a good
first half but we kind of fell off in the third
quarter, so in the fourth quarter we just
came with fire; we wanted to score and
played good defense.”
Tuesday’s game followed a Saturday win
over 6-12 Bates on the road. The Bobcats,
contrary to what their record would suggest,
kept up with the Jumbos for most of the game.
“We’ve been playing really well on
defense and paying attention to our
scouts,” North said. “[It’s helpful] knowing
the personnel, knowing their tendencies
and being able to defend them. Being able
to execute our defense effectively has really
been our strength.”
The Jumbos jumped out to an early lead
that only grew throughout the first half,
which ended with the team up 42-33. That
lead would evaporate in the third quarter.
Down 45-37, the Bobcats went on a run
that left the game even at 47. But Tufts
wouldn’t let the points go unanswered,
outscoring Bates 22-6 in the final quarter and capping it off with an 11-0 run to
seal the game at 68-53.
Both North and Baptista managed double-doubles in the contest.
North scored 11 points and pulled in
11 rebounds, while Baptista put up 25
points and 12 rebounds. Baptista’s strong
performance in the game earned her the
NESCAC Player of the Week Honor.
“It was pretty awesome,” Baptista
said. “A lot of my friends, teammates and
coaches all congratulated me. For sure it’s
a team effort, for anyone who gets it, but
it’s pretty cool for our team to be recognized in that way.”
The Jumbos have just three games
left in the regular season, which they
expect to win to keep their streak alive
and maintain their standing in both the
NESCAC and in overall Div. III play as
they head into the postseason.

“When we have games against bigger
teams, like Williams, coming up, we’ve just
got to pump ourselves up,” North said.
“We know that everyone is going to bring
their best to play against us. Everyone in
the NESCAC wants to beat us, as two-time
defending champs, so we have to bring our
best every time.”
A defensive team at its core, Tufts needs
to be more productive than ever on offense
as the tournament approaches; the team
will no doubt lean on its leading scorers –
North, senior guard Emma Roberson and
Baptista – for the offense needed to secure
wins against premier competition.
“We’ve been trying to score more,” North
said. “[We need to] execute our plays and
make things happen on offense, and it’s been
working for us.”
Tufts will face off against Trinity on Friday,
before facing some of its toughest competition
of the season on Saturday at No. 3 Amherst.
“Practice [is most important] for sure,”
Baptista said. “Amherst can be a very intense
game. We’ll start with a lot of defensive drills
and make sure we execute our offense. We
have to be completely focused from minute
one to minute 40. Sometimes we can be a
little streaky, we can have a good first half,
or a bad third quarter, but with Amherst we
have to play at a consistent level.”
Amherst is undefeated this season and
will undoubtedly be some of the toughest
competition Tufts will face this season. But
many on the team relish the chance to face
Amherst on its own court.
“It’s really exciting to be able to play them
in their home gym,” North said. “They haven’t lost a home game in like five years. We’re
all really excited to finally have the chance
to play them at home and try to beat them
there. The past two years we’ve beaten them
in our gym, so the chance to beat them
there, on their own court, is really exciting
for all of us.”

