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Kanarek named Garcia elected TCU president in landslide
interim Friedman
School dean
by

Martha Shanahan

Daily Editorial Board

by

Elizabeth McKay

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Professor of Psychology and former Dean of the Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences Robin Kanarek will
serve for one year as interim dean of the
Friedman School of Nutrition Science
and Policy.
The Office of the Provost and Senior
Vice President announced earlier this
month that Kanarek will replace current
Friedman School Dean Eileen Kennedy,
who earlier this year announced her
intention to take a yearlong sabbatical before returning as a professor in
September 2012. Kennedy has led the
school for the past seven years.
An advisory committee worked
with Provost and Senior Vice President
Jamshed Bharucha to select an interim
dean before University President-elect
Anthony Monaco and the replacement
for Bharucha, who will leave Tufts this
summer, make a decision on a permanent dean when they take office.
“It seems clear to everyone concerned
that given that there was going to be
turnover in the president and provost,
it would be best to give the next administration the opportunity to select the
dean,” Bharucha said.
Kanarek’s one-year post will begin on
July 1, he said.
Kanarek’s history with the Friedman
School will aid her in her new role,
see KANAREK, page 2

Junior Tomas Garcia’s platform of
change based on experience trumped
junior Ben Richards’ newcomer appeal
when results from the Tufts Community
Union (TCU) presidential race at midnight
showed Garcia as the winner in a landslide
victory.
“I am absolutely floored,” Garcia said
following the announcement. “I am humbled and honored to have been chosen by
the student body to this position, and I
look forward to serving it in that capacity.”
Thirty-one percent of the student body
— 1166 undergraduates — voted in yesterday’s election via WebCenter.
Garcia ran against his sole opponent,
Richards, based on his experiences as a
four-semester TCU senator and a plan to
rejuvenate the body and the school.
He won with 78 percent of the vote.
Garcia campaigned with an aim to unite
the campus with projects, such as a weekly
email newsletter to increase attendance at
cultural and sporting events.
Other ideas included encouraging the
Resident Assistant system to provide mentorship rather than discipline and amendments to the administration’s policies on
marijuana and alcohol use.
Garcia credited his campaign team with
the win.
“I’ve been blessed with a staff who
worked tirelessly, who sacrificed, and I am
eternally grateful to them,” he said. “This
isn’t my victory; it’s their victory.”
Tufts Elections Commission Chair
Katherine McManus, a sophomore, praised
both candidates and their support systems.
“I think that both campaigns worked
really hard and both utilized unique ways

Danai Macridi/Tufts Daily

Junior Tomas Garcia celebrated his win in the TCU presidential election.
to access the student body, and we applaud
their creativity,” she said.
McManus attributed a drop in turnout
from last year’s 47.79 percent to the fact
that this year’s ballot did not include any
referenda, unlike last year’s ballot.

Nurses union authorizes strike,
could cost Tufts Medical millions
by

Laina Piera

Daily Editorial Board

In a move that could cost Tufts
Medical Center up to $4.2 million,
the nurses union at Tufts Medical
on Monday announced its intention to strike next month amid
protracted negotiations with the

hospital centered around the hospital’s staffing levels.
The strike is slated begin at 6 a.m.
on May 6, National Nurses Day,
and end at 7 a.m. on May 7, but
could be held off if Tufts Medical
meets the nurses’ demands,
according to Barbara Tiller, a nurse
at Tufts Medical and chair of the

Massachusetts Nurses Association
(MNA) bargaining unit.
The MNA, the union supporting Tufts Medical’s 1,200 nurses,
is required to issue the hospital a
10-day notice before strikes.
The MNA and Tufts Medical
see NURSES, page 2
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Tufts Medical Center nurses picketed last month over contract negotiations centered around the hospital’s nurseto-patient staffing ratio.
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Garcia expressed his eagerness to begin
work as president of the body.
“I’m very excited to move ahead with my
platform,” Garcia said. “I’m very excited
see GARCIA, page 2

Cummings School faces
cuts in state funds
by

Ellen Kan

Daily Editorial Board

As the Massachusetts House of
Representatives this week deliberates over the state budget, one of
the items under debate will be
state funding for the Cummings
School of Veterinary Medicine,
which is once again in danger of
being cut.
The Cummings School is the
only veterinary school in the New
England region. Since the recession and state budget crisis started, the state appropriation for the
school has fallen from $5.5 million
to around $2.5 million, according to Associate Director of Public
Relations Tom Keppeler.
Under the 2012 budget being
debated, this funding could see
further cuts.
Gov. Deval Patrick (D) recommended $1.5 million for the
Cummings School, and the budget in its current form — put
together by the Ways and Means
Committee — reduces that figure
further to $1 million.
In response, four legislators, Reps. George Peterson Jr.
(R-Grafton); Matthew Beaton
(R-Shrewsbury); Kevin Murphy
(D-Lowell); and Paul Frost
(R-Auburn) have submitted an

amendment to increase the
appropriation to $3 million.
“I know the breadth of services
that are offered there and the rarity within Massachusetts to have
… an organization that does so
much outreach within its community and even branches out of
Grafton,” Beaton told the Daily.
“It’s just a tremendous resource for
the greater community.”
Despite being part of a private
university, the Cummings School
has since its inception received
funding from the state in what
Keppeler calls a “unique” privatepublic partnership.
“The state has its state colleges
and universities. … We consider
ourselves the state veterinary
school, and that’s actually how we
were founded,” he said. “Rather
than the state running its own veterinary school, it invests in this
private university to educate the
state’s veterinarians.”
Peterson echoed Beaton, saying
that the school was too valuable to
the community to cut state funding from.
“They have done a fabulous
job of being a partner with the
state and the local community,”
Peterson told the Daily. “They’ve
see CUMMINGS, page 2
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Legislators offer counterproposals to raise Cummings School’s state funding
CUMMINGS

continued from page 1

spent millions of dollars upgrading
and renovating existing facilities,
millions of dollars in new capital expansion, which has provided jobs. ... I felt it was extremely
important since every vet school
across the country, whether public
or private, needs a state subsidy in
order to be able to survive.”
The Cummings School has
launched a grassroots campaign
encouraging friends of the school to
contact their respective legislators
in support of this amendment.
“This is an enormously important step,” Keppeler said. “If a legislator hears from people in his own
home district who were responsible for electing him … then he
will sit up and take notice and at
least has to consider what it is you
are saying.”
Senior administrators have also
been actively canvassing legislators
for support.
“The university works very hard
to lobby the governor and the
state legislature,” Vice President
of University Relations Mary Jeka
said. “[Cummings School] Dean
[Deborah] Kochevar, the [university] president, Larry Bacow, and
I meet with a variety of members

from the legislature to advocate for
the funding.”
Both Jeka and Keppeler acknowledged the tough economic climate
the state is facing.
“These are difficult economic
times,” Jeka said. “There are programs that are very important, such
as the Cummings School, that are
receiving cutbacks.”
The Cummings School, according to Kochevar, has enjoyed over
30 years of support from the
state, support which has continued to come under threat during
difficult economic periods. The
school faced a similar scenario
in 2009, when the state threatened to significantly reduce or
even eliminate its funding, a step
which was later avoided.
Kochevar said that the funding cuts the veterinary school now
faces are disproportionate, especially in relation to those faced by
state universities.
“We appreciate the legislature’s continued support of the
school; however, the veterinary school has been cut more
than 70 percent in the past few
years, which is an amount disproportionate to the rest of the
state’s higher education system,”
Kocehvar said in an email to

the Daily, referring to the total
cuts, including those listed in
the proposed version of the budget under debate.
Based on the governor’s recommendation, the state’s higher education system faces cuts ranging
from 15 to 16 percent.
Both Beaton and Jeka said it
was premature to judge whether
there was sufficient support for the
amendment, which will be debated some time this week. Peterson
and Murphy indicated, however,
that based on their conversations,
the amendment was likely to pass,
although not necessarily with the
$3 million.
“Absolutely, we may not get the
full amount requested, but we will
get an increase over the current
amount proposed,” Murphy told
the Daily.
Keppeler said state funds constitute between 5 and 10 percent
of the school’s operating budget,
which is also built out of clinical
revenues, research contracts, government research funding, philanthropic support and tuition. Thus,
the cuts, while hurting the school,
would not put it in a precarious
position, he said.
“If the government cuts our
budget, it is bad, but it’s not dire,”

he said.
The bigger problem, according
to Keppeler, is that even as the economic situation has necessitated
the cuts in state funding, it has
also adversely affected these other
sources of funding.
In response to past and potential future decreases in the state
appropriation, the school has had
to cut back its spending while
seeking to preserve its educational
offerings and avoid tuition raises,
Keppeler said.
“We’ve cut back on nearly all
unnecessary spending, whether it is
faculty travel or food at meetings or
bottled water here in the faculty and
staff offices,” Keppeler said. “As far
as programmatic offerings, I would
hope … that those would be the last
things to be on the chopping block.
The last thing we would want to do
is decrease the educational experience of our students.”
Murphy, who has served as chairman of the state House’s Committee
on Higher Education, said that he
was impressed by the quality of the
school’s program.
“I’ve had the opportunity to
become involved with the veterinary program at Tufts,” he said. “I
was very impressed with what the
program does, especially in light of

the fact that it’s the only veterinary
school in New England.”
Keppeler affirmed that the
Cummings School is continually
trying to reduce its dependence on
the state’s funding and is — relatively speaking — fairly independent.
“Decreasing our revenues from
state appropriation is always an
important long-term goal, but
it requires a lot of money to do
so,” he said. “This institution has a
great entrepreneurial history, which
means that such a such a low percentage of this budget comes from
this funding. … We run a lean and
diversified operation here, and, as
such, we’ll be able to weather the
storm, provided that the state continues to invest in us.”
Veterinary schools have generally required additional funding
support because they tend to be
very expensive to upkeep given the
animals, land, facilities and maintenance personnel required.
“In human medicine, we have to
prepare students to become experts
in every single system, but for one
species,” Keppeler said. “Imagine
having to educate those same doctors … but for every other species
on Earth except for humans. It is an
enormously expensive undertaking
to do that.”

Strike announced for Tufts Medical nurses; compromise may still occur
NURSEs

continued from page 1

have been in negotiations since
November following changes in
the hospital’s staffing pattern early
last year.
After the nurses earlier this
month voted to authorize a oneday strike, Tufts Medical said that,
if the strike proceeded, the nurses
would be out of work for no fewer
than five days.
This rule ensures that the center
could meet the requirements of
the temporary nurse staffing company it would employ.
The five days of employing temporary nurses are expected to cost
the hospital at least $4.2 million,
according to Julie Jette, director of
media relations and publications
at Tufts Medical.
The MNA decided to issue a
strike notice because no agreements on the hospital’s nurse-topatient ratio or other staffing issues
were reached during bargaining
sessions with the hospital on Friday
and Monday, according to Tiller.
MNA contends the ratio is too low.
“They were not willing to talk
about staffing at all,” Tiller told

the Daily. “We tried several different approaches to get some relief
so that nurses wouldn’t have too
many patients. They weren’t willing to even talk about it.”
Without a strike notice, Tiller said,
the nurses decided that they would
not be able to make progress.
If the strike occurs, Tufts
Medical will be one of five hospitals nationwide under National
Nurses United (NNU), the parent
union of the MNA, on strike during the same week.
Tufts Medical President and
Chief Executive Officer Ellen
Zane criticized the NNU for its
decision.
“We are extremely disappointed that they would take this
reckless, national approach in
Massachusetts and in Boston,”
Zane said in an April 25 statement. “It is clear that this is a selfish, self-serving agenda designed
to increase MNA/NNU membership, and thus generate more
union dues.”
Earlier this month, the administration at Tufts Medical criticized
the voting procedures of an April
14 vote in which Tufts Medical

nurses overwhelmingly authorized
the use of a one-day strike. A Tufts
Medical press release the next day
cited several irregular voting practices, such as allegations that the
MNA had not released the exact
vote count, that the ballot box was
transparent and that nurses felt
intimidated when voting.
A nurse, who Tiller directed to
the Daily, said that she was shocked
when she heard that some nurses
felt intimidated by the voting procedures. The nurse has worked at
the medical center for 24 years.
“That was a shock to me
because I personally didn’t feel
one bit intimidated,” the nurse,
who requested anonymity due to
worries about job repercussions,
told the Daily. “I walked up and
they told me to put the piece of
paper in the box, and all I heard
was, ‘Thank you for coming.’ No
one I worked with said they felt
that way at all.”
The medical center also said in
the press release that the nurses
were misinformed that the strike
would last one day when, if the
one-day strike occurred, they
would in reality not be able to

Interim Friedman dean Kanarek boasts long
record of experience at Tufts, Kennedy says
KANAREK

continued from page 1

she said. She was one of the first
members of the Tufts Nutrition
Institute, the forerunner to the
Friedman School.
“I’ve been at Tufts a long time,
so I’ve seen nutrition grow at Tufts
from just an idea to the Friedman
School, so I have that perspective,” Kanarek said.
The advisory committee
sought an interim replacement
with a history of both research
and administrative experience,
according to Bharucha.
“You don’t know until people
have already done academic
administrative work how acceptive they are going to be,” he
said. “She can draw on that
proven experience to lead the
Friedman School.”
Kanarek, who joined the Tufts
faculty in 1977, was chair of
the Department of Psychology
from 1996 to 2002 and dean
of the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences from 2002 to
2006. Kanarek has also served

as an adjunct professor at the
Friedman School since 1989,
according to Kennedy.
“She’s a stellar researcher, a
stellar teacher and a former dean.
That combination is unbeatable,”
Kennedy said.
Outside of the classroom,
Kanarek has served on review
committees for a variety of
national organizations, including the U.S. Department of
Agriculture,
the
National
Institutes of Health and the
National Science Foundation.
Kennedy anticipates an easy
move into her new job.
“I believe it will be as smooth
a transition as we’ve ever seen,”
she said.
Though Kanarek will not continue to teach during her tenure
as interim dean, she will continue
her research, which focuses on
the effects of nutrition on cognitive behavior, she said.
Kanarek’s first priority in
her new position will be to
understand the vision that the
Friedman School’s faculty and

staff share for the school, she
said.
“Before I establish goals, I
need to talk to the people who
are there and see what their goals
are,” she said. “I don’t want to
impose things on them; they’ve
worked for a long time together.”
The Friedman School, which
was established in 1981, has
advanced markedly under
Kennedy’s seven-year tenure as
dean, according to Bharucha.
Kennedy helped to improve the
school’s finances and launched
important initiatives, such as
a program in Ras al-Khaimah,
United Arab Emirates, he said.
Kennedy said that she and
Kanarek both would like to see
the Friedman School continue
to grow the year the latter will
lead it.
“[Our goals are] continuing
to raise the bar on cutting-edge
research, continue to raise the
caliber of students who come
to the school and continue to
train future leaders in nutrition,” she said.

work for at least five days.
“If the MNA calls a strike, nurses
will be unable to return to work for
a minimum of five days,” Jette told
the Daily. “This is for two reasons:
First, it is not good for continuity
of patient care to have our entire
nursing staff turn over twice in
24 hours. Second, because of this
MNA action we must hire a nurse
staffing company to provide us
with nurses to care for our patients.
Those nurses are recruited from
around the country, and we must
provide them with a minimum of
60 hours of work.”
Tiller said that when the nurses voted, they were fully aware of
Zane’s ability to extend the period in which they would remain
off work.
“What Ellen is saying is that she
would rather hire the [temporary]
nurses and bring them in, and if
she has to pay them for five days,
then they’re going to work for
five days,” Tiller said. “Our nurses
understand completely … that
Ellen has the option of locking us
out [for five days]. That is under
her power, and she can do that.
They have never been misled by

anyone about what the risks are.”
Tiller said, though, that the nurses have not received official notice
from Zane or the hospital that there
will be a four-day lockout period
after the one-day strike.
“She keeps threatening it,” Tiller
said of Zane, “but we have not
received official notice of that.”
Tiller added that it is possible
that the nurses and the hospital
will negotiate during the period
before the strike and that the strike
will not have to happen. She said
that the nurses are “very willing
to negotiate” but have not yet
heard from Tufts Medical whether
it wanted to negotiate during the
period before the strike.
“I’m not sure how you do that
after you’ve given your best final
offer,” she said. “We’re very willing
to negotiate.”
Tiller hopes that both sides will
reach an agreement that ensures
that the staffing levels return to what
she believes are safe standards.
“Are we going to be settled by
the end of all of this? I don’t know,”
she said. “But at the end of the day,
you just have to keep fighting for
what you believe in.”

Garcia celebrates after
earning 78 percent of vote
GARCIA

continued from page 1

to change institutions here at
Tufts University. I’m very excited to unite the student body
as Jumbos. I couldn’t be more
thrilled.”
He added that he hoped
to collaborate with Richards,
who will serve on the body
next year.
“I think he has a lot of good
ideas, and I think there’s a lot to
be done that Ben could bring to
the table,” Garcia said.
Outgoing TCU President
Sam Wallis, a senior, praised
the winner.
“I think Tomas will be a great
leader for the Senate next year,”
Wallis said. “He’s somebody who
is going to reach out to different
groups all across campus, [and
he] will be able to get things done
because he has a track record …
of getting things done.”
Wallis expressed hope that
Richards would apply his
campaign’s outlook in his
capacity as a member of the

Senate next year.
“I think Ben asked some
really interesting questions in
his campaign, and I think it’s
great that he’s still going to be
on the body next year because
that’s absolutely a point of
view that needs to be spoken
about,” he said.
Richards praised Garcia’s
campaign and commented on
the election’s result.
“Tomas ran a really good
campaign. … He was organized
right from the beginning,”
Richards said. “I should have
just voted for Tomas and made
it unanimous.”
McManus said the election
ran smoothly and commended
both Garcia and Richards for
their professionalism.
“I was happy to see that the
election did not get personal,
which we have seen in the past,”
she said. “Each candidate really
stuck to the issues and what was
at stake for the student body,
and we think that makes for a
healthier campaign.”
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With publication, discovery of oldest full-body
flying insect attracts widespread attention
by

Meg Young

Daily Staff Writer

In 2008, when Richard Knecht (LA
’08) stumbled across what, to most others, looked like just another cracked
piece of rock, he and Senior Lecturer of
Geology Jacob Benner knew that they
had unearthed something much more.
Now, three years later, the Proceedings
of the National Academy of Science
has published Knecht and Benner’s
article describing their 315
million-year-old
imprint
fossil and what this threeinch impression might tell
us about the evolution of
insects.
While looking for trace
fossils — fossils that show
evidence of ancient behavior,
as opposed to an animal itself — in sedimentary rock outcroppings in Attleboro,
Mass. as a part of his senior thesis, Knecht
came across what appeared to be an
imprint of an ancient flying insect. With
the help of Benner, he decided to contact
Michael S. Engel, an entomologist at the
University of Kansas, to figure out just
what type of insect it was.
“Your eyes have to be attuned to these
things, but if you’re familiar with the body
plan of an insect, which has three segments
and three pairs of legs that emanate from
the thorax, then when you look at this
impression, it’s hard to miss,” Benner said.
“But we didn’t know at first if it was a flying
insect or an adult insect.”
Through collaboration with Engel and
close analysis of the fossil, Benner and
Knecht deduced that the imprint was of a
flying insect. “Once we fully analyzed the
trace fossil, we realized that the leg marks

did not look like the insect had walked
there, so that’s what we interpreted from
the behavioral evidence in the fossil,”
Benner said.
In fact, the team now hypothesizes that the
insect was of the insect order Ephemeroptera,
which, for those unfamiliar with taxonomic
classifications of insects,
means

that it is
related to
Courtesy Jacob Brenner
the modern-day mayfly.
So what, one might ask, is so important
about a 300 million-year-old mayfly? Benner
explained that there are two significant
aspects of this imprint fossil. First, it helps
indicate a benchmark in the evolutionary
history of insects. “True insects had invaded
terrestrial environment about 100 million
years before, but we don’t know when they
became able to fly,” he said. “The question
is when did they start to do powered flight
as opposed to gliding. [This fossil] is the first
evidence of an insect coming to a controlled
landing under powered flight.”
Fossil imprints of this kind are relatively

uncommon, according to Benner.
“We don’t normally have bodies preserved,” he said. “Most fossils are wing
impressions. Bodies usually get eaten by
predators or they disarticulate quickly, so
we don’t often get a full good impression of
what the bodies of these insects look, and it
turns out they look a lot like moderns.”
Anne Gardulski, associate professor and chair of the Geology
Department at Tufts, added that
imprint fossils such as this can
help put our knowledge of the
ancient environment into perspective. “When people have
looked at these rocks, they have
only looked at what the sedimentary structures are like. But once
you start looking at the traces that
organisms leave, you can put together a much fuller picture of what the
landscape looked like that that time,”
Gardulski said.
Interest in Knecht and Benner’s
discovery has been widespread. Gardulski
said that soon after the Tufts Office of Public
Relations issued a press release about the
fossil, she heard a story on National Public
Radio discussing the discovery. Now, a few
years later, the discovery has been officially released to the scientific community
in a paper by Knecht, Engel and Benner
titled “Late Carboniferous paleoichnology
reveals the oldest full-body impression of a
flying insect,” which was published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science this month.
According to Benner, before the team
wrote the paper, they had to test, measure
and analyze the fossil in different ways.
“One of our favorite methods of analysis is
see FOSSIL, page 4

Linguistics successfully finishes first year
by

Falcon Reese

Daily Editorial Board

Linguistics, the study of languages
and their structure, aims to bridge
the gap in understanding among the
diverse array of languages spoken
around the globe. Priding itself on its
diverse student body and emphasis
on an internationally focused curriculum, Tufts is wrapping up its first
year of offering a linguistics minor in
the School of Arts and Sciences with
an eye to advancing the awareness of
language.
Calvin Gidney, an associate professor in the child development depart-

ment and a faculty member for the
linguistics minor, said the program
grew out of the fact that linguistics
was glaringly missing within the Tufts
curriculum. In fact, Gidney, who has
a Ph.D. in linguistics and has been
at Tufts for 15 years, explained that
he was hired partly because the staff
needed to address the lack of a linguistics program.
Gidney explained that students in
several of his language-development
courses did not understand any of the
theoretical underpinnings of linguistics that he frequently brought up in
class, due to a lack of any previous linguistics courses students could take,

Lane Florsheim/Tufts Daily

Associate Professor of Child Development Calvin Gidney was one of the faculty members
integral to launching the linguistics minor, now finishing its first year.

and was forced to teach mini-lessons
to bring them up to speed.
“I had to do a little double duty with
that course,” Gidney said.
Yet while the students lacked previous knowledge about linguistics, they
were not equally lacking in enthusiasm.
All they needed, he said, was willing
faculty to fill the gap.
The aspiration to establish a minor
was able to become a reality thanks
to the expertise of Ray Jackendoff, the
Seth Merrin professor of philosophy
and current co-director of both the
Center for Cognitive Studies and the
linguistics minor. Jackendoff came to
Tufts six years ago.
“[Ray Jackendoff’s] hire was really
important because in the field of linguistics, he’s very well known,” Gidney said.
Ariel Goldberg, assistant professor of psychology and co-director of
the linguistics minor, agreed, calling
Jackendoff and Professor of Psychology
Phillip Holcomb the “primary movers
and shakers” behind the minor.
With the necessary faculty in place
and the interest of the students
already there, the linguistics program
could finally start to come together.
The minor already had a head-start,
Goldberg said, because many of the
classes necessary to implement the
minor were already offered.
“We have a lot of courses being
taught on language in disparate departments,” he said. The linguistics minor,
he added, simply offered a way of uniting them in a meaningful way.
Currently, the linguistics minor consists of taking six courses and either
six semesters of one foreign language
or three semesters of two foreign languages. Among the required courses
are Introduction to Linguistics and
two courses that focus either on
phonology (the study of sounds in a
see LINGUISTICS, page 4

Alanna Tuller | The Archives Addict

Party in the
archives!

S

trange as it may sound, there is a profound sense of solitude that pervades
the archives. At first I thought it was
due to the fact that being surrounded by old newspapers and books is quite
peaceful for a bibliophile like me. I realized,
however, that this solitude also stems from
the fact that I’m often the lone Jumbo in the
archives. Your aversion to the archives is
understandable but unfounded. The first
time I descended into the depths of Tisch
Library, I expected to find archaic newspaper articles, a few photos of old buildings and a generally yawn-worthy student
population. In reality, I was entertained by
the many ways our Jumbo ancestors were
neither prim nor proper, and I truly believe
that the class of 2011 very easily could have
chilled with the class of 1857.
Although slang and styles of dress change
over the years, there are certain things
about Tufts students that seem to transcend the ages. I think my favorite example
of this connection comes from the 1890
“Brown and Blue” yearbook. In a drawing
of a typical dorm room, an unmade bed
sits beneath a window covered in cobwebs
while a potted plant sadly droops on the
windowsill. The floor disappears beneath
an assortment of mismatched shoes and
every dresser drawer is flung wide open,
allowing a cascade of clothing to spill forth.
A lone banana peel lies on the floor, surrounded by a scattered deck of playing
cards. And of course, the piece de resistance: a mirror for the vainglorious resident, cracked beyond repair.
Why, you may ask, do I get so nostalgic
over a century-old sketch? Well, until I
took pity on my roommates and decided
to do a little spring cleaning, this is exactly
what my portion of the room looked like
last week. Actually, that’s not entirely true;
I at least have the decency to keep banana
peels on my desk. But banana peels notwithstanding, I am always amazed at how I
feel so connected to the Jumbos of yesteryear after a trip to the archives.
There is certainly something to be said,
however, about the physical changes that
have occurred on campus over the years.
The Hill has changed immensely since its
inception: Eaton Library became Eaton
Hall, the observatory on top of Pearson
is no more and the saplings dotting the
quad in the 1860s grew into the wonderful climbing trees of the 2000s. Despite
this changing landscape, Jumbos have
remained a consistently hardworking,
friendly and quirky bunch, which certainly
makes researching in the archives entertaining to say the least.
This isn’t to say that researching in the
archives is always easy. In fact, I think I
spent the majority of my research sessions
distracted by century-old inside jokes or
smirking at the witty prose of my columnwriting predecessors. But the great thing
about the archives is that you never need
to go in with a specific purpose or a clear
topic in mind. Whether you simply inspect
an old copy of the Weekly or request to see
Jumbo’s tail, I guarantee that you will learn
something new and fascinating to share
with your friends at dinner that night.
Trust me, I’ve been babbling on about
Charles Tufts and the Flying Machine Club
all semester and my friends consistently
respond to these nuggets of history with
expressions of (mock) fascination.
In all seriousness, I really would encourage everyone to stop by the archives at least
once before the semester is over. Whether
you’re heading home for the summer,
going abroad in the fall or a senior spending his or her last few weeks on campus, we
should all have a little piece of Tufts history
to sustain us until we return to the Hill.
Not to mention I’d love some company while researching for the commencement issue.

Alanna Tuller is a sophomore majoring in
English and Spanish. She can be reached at
Alanna.Tuller@tufts.edu.
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Faculty believe new linguistics minor
has the potential to keep growing
LINGUISTICS

continued from page 3

Courtesy Jacob Brenner

Senior Lecturer Jacob Benner and Richard Knecht (LA ’08) discovered this trace fossil in 2008.

Discovery puts spotlight on geology dept.
FOSSIL

continued from page 3

comparing behavior from trace fossils to
behavior of modern organisms, which is
fairly easy to do and helps you infer what
you might see in the fossil record,” he said.
“We also do biomechanical analysis, asking ‘Could the limb of an organism move
like this?’”
Knecht, who is now a graduate geology
student at Tufts, is the principal author of
the paper that describes the trace fossil,
as well as the analysis that the researchers
subjected it to and the conclusions they
drew — that the fossil is a trace of a flying
insect related to mayflies.
In fact, research opportunities for
undergraduates abound in the geology
department. Students can get involved
in a wide range of research topics, from
Assistant Professor Molly McCanta’s
research on moon rocks and meteorites
to Professor Jack Ridges’s investigation of
glacial history right here in New England.
“Our department is small and the students with which we have a primary
concern are the undergraduate students.
… [We] do a lot of research with undergrads,” Ridge said.
Even students without a major in
geology can get hands-on experience
in the field simply by taking lower-level
geology courses. “By the time you finish Geo 1, you have a good feeling for
the geology of Eastern Massachusetts,”

Gardulski said. “We have six field trips
around campus, in the Medford area and
from the north shore to the south shore.
We make use of all sorts of outcrops
to illustrate the principles in class and
give a three-dimensional perspective for
what this crust is they’re living on.”
She added that since the geology
department is so small, many non-geology majors take classes in the subject,
especially at the introductory level.
“Students take them to satisfy the science requirement,” she said. “They like it
because although there are labs, there are
no lab write-ups. They are hand[s]-on type
courses, and it feels a little less daunting
than chem or physics.”
Ridge added that he sees students from
many disciplines in his courses, from engineers and environmental studies majors
to students studying international relations. When asked what he hoped these
students would take away from his class,
he explained that geology courses develop
a skill set that would be useful in any academic setting.
“Like all majors at Tufts, one of [the]
things you have to do is learn how to
reason and write constructively and concisely,” he said. “[You must know] how to
create an argument from information and
data and make decisions on things. Those
are all important skills. Everyone is trying
to do that. [We] also try to give students a
sense of ethics.”

language), syntax (the study of how
words are structured in language)
or semantics (the study of meaning
in language). The remaining three
courses can be chosen among a list
of 17 offered in departments such as
philosophy, child development and
psychology.
In Goldberg’s opinion, Tufts is
uniquely suited to offer this minor
because of the school’s strong language offerings, as well as its diverse
array of both course offerings and
faculty.
“We have the theoretical core, but
we have the researchers who are really
working to apply this core to different
domains,” he said. “This integration
is something that’s very important at
Tufts.”
Jackendoff agreed that creating
the program was simply a matter of
unifying resources that were already
present.
“What can we do with the pieces
that are around to create a coherent
linguistics program?” Jackendoff said
of the thinking process behind developing the minor.
With the pieces now in place, longterm growth of the program is something to which the linguistics faculty
can look forward, Goldberg said.
“I think a goal is to eventually have a
linguistics major,” he said. Currently,
the fate of any linguistics program at
Tufts is intrinsically tied to the development of the graduate program in
cognitive sciences, a field to which
linguistics has very close ties.
“We are in the process of creating a
joint Ph.D. program in cognitive science,” Goldberg said. “[That process
is] really creating an ecosystem for
cognition and language in particular.”
In order for the program to grow,
Goldberg said, the university needs
to continue to unify resources from

All residence halls and houses will be closing for the summer on Saturday, May 14th, @ NOON
Unless you are a senior, please make your travel plans accordingly.
If you plan to stay in your room after this time, you must submit an application to
The Office of Residential Life and Learning, South Hall, X7-3248.
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Open 24 hours

Hodgdon Key Slot (Downhill)
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Residential Facilities

520 Boston Ave.
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23-hour Q100uiet Hours
Shhh…
Quiet hours begin on Sunday, May 1st
at 11:00pm and continue through
Saturday, May 14th

(9am-5pm; M-F)

You will be charged for
any keys NOT Returned
at the end of the semester!

Please be respectful of your fellow
classmates!

Please contact Residential Facilities with
any key related questions X7-3992

Tufts University Office of Residential Life & Learning Phone (617) 627-3248 - E-Mail Reslife@tufts.edu
Our South Hall office is open from 9am-5pm weekdays

disparate departments.
“I think the way to build [the program] is to make sure that students
are receiving an integrated experience,” he said. Adding courses in
advanced topics, offering a capstone
experience and — though the state of
the economy may make it impractical at this time — the acquisition of
a new faculty member would all be
instrumental steps in allowing the
program to offer a major, he said.
“We will eventually need to have
another faculty member here to make
it a meaningful training experience,”
he said.
Gidney sees linguistics as a vital
field of study rooted in many different areas, which may justify the
expansion of the program. Within linguistics, he explained, it is possible
to study fields from speech language
pathology to sociolinguistics — the
study of language in society.
“Linguistics has an ‘s’ for a reason,”
he said. “It’s all the different ways we
can study language.”
Further study in linguistics,
Goldberg said, could eventually help
brain-damage victims recover, better
written-language acquisition in children and even better the way humans
use computers.
“We could perhaps have computers
interact with us on a linguistic level,”
he said.
Jackendoff sees the field as uniquely
branching into many of Tufts’ departments.
“I think it’s the only field in the university that can legitimately be part
of the arts and humanities, social sciences and natural sciences,” he said.
It is this integration and the field’s
diverse applications that students at
Tufts will benefit the most from in the
end, Gidney said.
“I think what this [program] allows
is for students to tailor their linguistic
experience,” he said. “Our minor is a
gateway to further things.”
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Movie Review

‘The Greatest Movie Ever Sold’ falsely
advertised, though insightful and spunky
by

Rebecca Santiago

Daily Editorial Board

Do you think you’re fully conscious
of the blurred line between the arts
and advertising in your favorite TV

POM Wonderful Presents: The
Greatest Movie Ever Sold

Starring Morgan Spurlock
Directed by Morgan Spurlock
shows and movies? If you’re blissfully unaware that product placement
in the childhood favorite “E.T.: The
Extra-Terrestrial” (1982) is basically
the reason that Reese’s Pieces exist
— and would like to remain unaware
— then you should probably avoid
Morgan Spurlock’s latest film, “POM
Wonderful Presents: The Greatest
Movie Ever Sold.” Also, you shouldn’t
have read that last sentence. Oops.
Spurlock’s so-called “docbuster” is
a spunky, hands-on examination of
the many ways the advertising industry promotes and manipulates viewers’ brand preferences through their
favorite mediums of entertainment.
“The Greatest Movie” provides a window into the behind-the-scenes relationships between filmmakers and
advertisers, and — here’s the cool part
— it’s entirely funded by advertising.
“Entirely funded” more or less translates to a wealth of ridiculously specific lifestyle limitations for Spurlock.
While onscreen, he’s obliged to drink

Courtesy Daniel Marracino / Sony Pictures Classics

Spurlock’s newest documentary explores product placement in media.
only POM, pump all his gas at Sheetz
and rock Merrells like they’ve never
been rocked before. Our cheeky narrator embraces these corny tasks in
such good humor that I’m actually not

TV Review

No games played with ‘Song
of Ice and Fire’ adaptation
by

Molly Wallace

Daily Staff Writer

First off, let me save you some trouble: HBO’s long-hyped series “Game of
Thrones” is not, I repeat, not “Lord of

Game of Thrones
Starring Sean Bean, Peter
Dinklage, Emilia Clarke, Mark
Addy
Airs Sundays at 9 p.m. on HBO
the Rings” (2001-03). It may take place
in a separate mythical world, it may
include myriad complicated intertwining storylines, it may even feature Sean
Bean (Boromir, for you “LOTR” noobs)
— but thematically and editorially, the
stories are poles apart.
This is not to say that fans of “LOTR”
won’t be pleased with the adaptation
of George R. R. Martin’s “A Song of Ice
and Fire” series — in fact, it will probably be hard for non-fantasy lovers to
get into “Game of Thrones” at all, given
its penchant for complex overlapping
plots and billions of protagonists. But if
you’re looking for that heroic, good-vs.evil kind of vibe, “Game of Thrones” is
probably not for you.
Set in the magical kingdom of
Westeros, the show revolves around the
corruption, deceit and — like any typical HBO series — illicit sex between the
many royal families vying to gain con-

trol of the monarchy. Thus, instead of
a romantic, idealized epic, the show is
basically a political saga that could have
been set in Washington, D.C., as easily
as a medieval fantasyland.
I could further explain the plot, but
that would definitely take up the 500
words I have left. And even if I tried
to go into detail about each compelling character and blood feud, it would
probably sound impossibly messy and
incomprehensible.
That’s because the first two episodes of “Game of Thrones,” for all
their elegance and breathtaking visuals,
are completely confusing (speaking as
someone who has never read Martin’s
novels). After two slow hours of intrigue,
incest and throwing 10-year-olds out of
castle towers, the average viewer still
only has a basic idea of where the story
is going.
This isn’t actually a complaint — if I
had only seen the first hour of the “Lord
of the Rings” trilogy and taken a week to
mull over it, I would likely feel a similar
sort of puzzlement. And there are plenty of other reasons to keep watching
“Game of Thrones” without fully understanding the plot (keeping in mind that
it’s a classy HBO show and everything
will make sense eventually), and the
first among them is Peter Dinklage.
Peter Dinklage is a god among small
men. Dinklage, recently seen in “Death
at a Funeral” (2010) and “30 Rock,” takes
the character of Tyrion Lannister, the
genius but dwarf brother of the Westeros
queen, to incredible heights. He makes
see GAME OF THRONES, page 8

sure if he was faking his excessive love
for Merrells. He practically snuggles
with them at a few points.
see GREATEST, page 9

Album Review

Great post-rock
sound, but album
proves redundant
by

Matthew Welch

Daily Editorial Board

Post-rock is a mixed bag. For all
the drama you get with the thundering crescendos and the vibrant instru-

Take Care, Take Care, Take
Care
Explosions in the Sky

Temporary Residence
mental work, songs from artists like
Godspeed You Black Emperor and
Mogwai can leave anyone feeling pretty
drained. Since their breakout hit “The
Earth is Not a Cold, Dead Place” (2003),
Explosions in the Sky have earned a
reputation as one of the most melodic
acts in the post-rock scene.
Their taste for song development
encompasses everything from delicately constructed finger-picked passages
to searing guitar lines that elevate songs
to a new height. Their latest album,
“Take Care, Take Care, Take Care,”
brings elements of all their previous
efforts together.
“Take Care, Take Care, Take Care”
manages to mostly sidestep the usual
pitfall of many post-rock acts: predictability. Even though music is based on
the principles of tension and release,
acts like Explosions in the Sky have previously brought that dynamic to almost
see EXPLOSIONS, page 8

Feeding
the
Hangry

I

t would be logical to assume that, as
someone who writes a food column
and thinks an awful lot about food,
I eat a lot. Oddly enough, however, I
rarely get hungry and, as a result, rarely get
“hangry.” More than one friend of mine
has alerted me to this rising phenomenon,
an irascible condition that I hypothesize is
brought on by low blood sugar.
Apparently, hangry is a state of being both
hungry and angry. Remember that time you
were sitting in your 6 p.m. class and you
nearly turned around to rip the head off of
the girl jiggling her foot against your chair?
Or that day you fasted for a blood test and
sent a scathing email to your brother (bold,
all-caps, highlighted in red) when you realized that he stole your sweatshirt? You were
hangry. Try to use it in a sentence today. All
the cool kids are saying it.
When asked to address this emerging
threat to peaceful coexistence among college students, I struggled at first to think
of a food that would cure the hangry.
Eventually, I came up with a solution that
is as elegant as it is simple: snacks. To
parents, the idea of using snacks to calm
frazzled nerves is painfully obvious. Snacktime is scheduled in to children’s days to
combat that afternoon crash in school.
Pizza bagels, ants-on-a-log and chips are
pervasive examples of snacks that are
particularly appealing to kids. Ideally,
snack food for college students should
be inexpensive, portable, healthy and not
too smelly because smelly food earns you
bad looks in public places no matter how
good your food tastes. That means leaving
durian, tuna salad and leftover chicken
vindaloo at home.
So what snack adequately fulfills my
requirements for combating sudden hunger-induced irritability? The sandwich.
While sandwiches are appropriate for regular meals as well, they can easily be resized
to match the magnitude of the hunger at
stake, and they are therefore snack material. Which sandwich is best for the task?
PB and J, and if you watch the ABC comedy “Modern Family,” you know I’m not
talking about peanut butter and jelly. The
pear, brie and jambon (that’s fancy French
talk for ham) is a paradigm for the perfect
portable snack. If made using a French
baguette, the sturdy crust of the bread
protects the contents of the sandwich from
damage during transport over the course
of the day. Toting it around until hunger
strikes also lets the brie come to room
temperature, allowing the texture of the
cheese to reach its full, obscenely creamy
potential. Balancing the salt of the cheese
and ham is the sweet pear, always a welcome addition to a sandwich. Ultimately,
a PB and J is simple, convenient, portable,
affordable and can be made any size. To
fight the hanger, you’ll need:
1 French baguette or ficelle, cut to the
desired length for the sandwich
A few slices of ham. This could be deli
ham, prosciutto or even smoked turkey if
you’re not into jambon.
Brie, cut to long, 1/4 inch-wide slices,
enough to cover the length of the sandwich
in one layer. A ripe brie from the United
States will bulge or be slightly runny in the
middle.
1 ripe pear, sliced. Personally, I prefer
d’Anjou pears because they are super
sweet and silky when ripe.
Slice the bread lengthwise but not all the
way through. This would be a good time
to spread a layer of Dijon mustard on the
bread, if you’re into that sort of thing. Layer
ham, pear and brie on the baguette in that
order. Voila.

Emily Balk is a senior majoring in
biopsychology. She can be reached at
Emily.Balk@tufts.edu.
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Despite potential, new Explosions
album mimics band’s previous work
EXPLOSIONS

continued from page 7

caricature-esque proportions. The regularity
of climaxes and releases in their past music
can become so rigid that things become
almost melodramatic, relieving the tunes of
any true emotionality.
Explosions in the Sky’s sound is well intact,
especially on the bell-like tones of guitar intros
on tracks like “Postcard from 1952,” and the
group has changed the structuring of its songs
to make them less predictable. Even though
parts of “Take Care” sound like rehashed versions of older tunes, they have far more movement than the songs that have characterized
their previous work.
The band’s more complex approach to
songwriting is first seen on the second track,
“Human Qualities,” which opens with a lyrical guitar line that quickly bends itself around
some digital percussion. From the outset, the
listener can tell that Explosions in the Sky is
stretching out a bit more on this track, making the band less likely to repeat the same
themes that have defined its past albums.
Just as the guitar line works its way to
a typical post-rock climax, everything quiets down and an ethereal voice is piped
through the mix, bringing the track down to
a whisper. At this point, it begins anew with
a somber guitar line that eventually builds
to an understated passage of counterpoint

between guitars and percussion.
Though tracks like “Human Qualities” see
the band trying out more unique song structures, the album as a whole is a far cry from a
paradigm shift for the band. The tendencies,
tones and licks that have made Explosions in
the Sky famous are evident throughout the
album, preventing “Take Care” from being
too different from their catalogue.
For listeners like me, this was a bit of
a disappointment. The band’s clear sense
of melody, harmony and texture could lend
itself to more ambitious song structures, but
it seems mired in the same approach it has
taken since its earliest recording efforts.
Gritty tracks like “Trembling Hands” could
have just as easily come from the band’s first
label-released album, “Those Who Tell the
Truth Shall Die, Those Who Tell the Truth
Shall Live Forever” (2001).
While fans of the band’s sound will certainly be pleased with this latest effort,
any listeners who have tired of Explosions’
musical approach will find little here to
merit purchase.
Although “Take Care, Take Care, Take Care,”
is unambitious relative to the band’s past
releases, it still contains some good music.
There are plenty of compelling melodies,
hooks and drum beats throughout the album.
The worst part is listening to the potential of
the band, which has yet to be fully explored.

Courtesy Helen Sloan / HBO

Daenerys (Emilia Clarke) is sure to give copyeditors everywhere a big headache.

HBO’s latest epic series deeply
rooted in politics, not fantasty
GAME OF THRONES
continued from page 7

amazon.com

Explosions in the Sky plays it safe with the same old sound.

all of those capricious “thees” and
“thous” of the dungeons and dragons
genre sound natural and adds the only
slices of humor to a show that already
takes itself very seriously.
Backing up Dinklage’s talent is a slew
of equally compelling performances.
Bean is great as usual, playing the only
moral character of the series, patriarch and “hand of the king” (whatever
that is) Ned Stark. Also astonishing
are the child actors who play his kids,
Bran and Arya (Isaac HempsteadWright and Maisie Williams), both of

whom manage to keep up well with
the show’s dark and bleak tone.
And the show is definitely bleak —
no amount of mystical dragon eggs
or cool zombie-Eskimos is going to
change that. Fantasy is not the card
being played on “Game of Thrones”
— politics is. So be sure to learn a lot
about human suffering and mankind’s
inevitably corrupt state in the meantime, because it won’t be six episodes
until the zombies come back.
“Game of Thrones” airs every
Sunday at 9 p.m., but that doesn’t matter because you don’t have HBO. So go
find it on Megavideo.
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Spurlock’s ‘Greatest Movie’ sheds light on product placement in media
GREATEST

continued from page 7

The ad money also sponsors a smattering of 30-second commercials interspersed throughout the film, which
are fortunately crafted with touches
of clever irony, silliness or both. In
what is probably the cutest commercial, Spurlock and his adorable son
play with figurines inside a cardboard
airplane, complimenting Jet Blue’s
extraordinary in-flight experience in
silly and affected voices.
Though the film garners its sense of
uniqueness from its transparent agenda, it is Spurlock’s brazen, crackling
sense of humor that makes it fun to
watch. His conversational tone enables
him to almost literally reach out and
tickle the audience from the screen;
the laughs he elicits are that reflexive. From cursing off Volkswagen for
emphatically rejecting his pitch, to
conceptualizing a hilarious commercial for Mane ’n Tail hair care products
— think Shetland pony in a bathtub —
Spurlock seems confident that you’ll
find his tirades as funny as he does.
Odds are, you will.
Although wisecracks and the occasional erection joke (apparently,
POM is the new Viagra) maintain
“The Greatest Movie’s” sunny energy,
the tentative balance between creative work and the ad business puts
a damper on the mood sometimes.
It’s disheartening to see POM shoot
down each of Spurlock’s witty commercial pitches, only to request one that
not only features a dull premise but
also obnoxiously denigrates its competitors. It’s a solemn reminder that
compromise doesn’t always benefit
both parties involved, especially when
money comes into play.
Whether or not Spurlock does sell
out in making “The Greatest Movie,”
part of what makes the film work so
well is how Spurlock’s extreme presentation of his subject mimics some
of the appalling instances of product
placement. Whether or not this paral-

Courtesy Daniel Marracino / Sony Pictures Classics

‘Greatest Movie Ever Sold’ relies mainly on advertiser funding.
lel was forged consciously, there’s a
clear stylistic link between Spurlock’s
documentaries, in which he embraces
extremes to convey a point to his audience (for example, his willingness to
put his health at risk in 2004’s “Super
Size Me”).
At its best, “The Greatest Movie” is
plucky and wry. But at its worst, it’s a
bit of a bummer, and an unfinished
bummer at that — rolling credits or
not, there is something in this docu-

mentary that feels lingering and unresolved. Maybe it was just Spurlock’s
lightheartedness — or maybe the
advertising industry’s seamy underbelly isn’t so seamy after all — but the
film wasn’t the muckraking expose of
my expectations. Light was shed, but
little was unearthed, which poses the
troubling question: Was Spurlock more
influenced by his sponsors than he
wants us to believe?
Flaws aside, the film is still an intrigu-

ing peek into advertising’s permeating
tendencies and the behind-the-scenes
wheeling and dealing that takes place
between the advertising and creative
industries.
Those brave and humble enough
to accept that they’re mere pawns in
Coca-Cola’s master plan should definitely check out this film. There’s plenty to take away from “The Greatest
Movie Ever Sold,” even if a happy ending isn’t on the list.
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Editorial | Letters

Tufts’
Cummings
School
of
Veterinary Medicine stands to face
funding cuts from the commonwealth
of Massachusetts as state officials
debate next year’s budget. Though it
is a private school, it has always maintained a strong relationship with the
state and has received supplementary
funds over the years. Now, budgetary
aftereffects from the recession have
forced the government to reconsider its
commitment to the Cummings School.
The Cummings School may eventually
be better off autonomous from government funding, but Massachusetts
should refrain from cutting the school’s
funding in the short term.
The Cummings School is the only
veterinary school in New England and,
according to the university, one of only
two private vet schools in the nation. It
is a public good with obvious scarcity in
our area. The government has a responsibility to ensure its continuation.
Veterinarians are not simply doctors for pets — they serve a vital social
purpose. Many infectious diseases
experienced by human populations
originate in animals; veterinarians
are our first line of defense against
such diseases. They provide necessary
expertise not found in other fields. If

anything, their influence in the public
health conversation should increase.
Support for veterinarians and their
education should not be shirked as
legislators pore over budgets looking
for things to cut.
Although state funding makes up
a relatively small proportion of the
school’s total funding — only 5 to 10
percent — further cuts would inevitably be felt at the school if the reduction
in funding is approved, diminishing its
educational capacity. The Daily supports the amendment that has been
submitted to Massachusetts legislators
that calls for increasing funding for the
school to $3 million. Its current level is
roughly $2.5 million, but it is in danger
of being reduced to $1 million.
The Cummings School has routinely
faced difficulty obtaining state funding
in the past. In 2009, it faced the threat
of the near elimination of its state
funding. Every time, it has — logically
— put up a fight to maintain the funding it receives from Massachusetts, to
little avail. According to the dean of the
Cummings School, if the most recently
proposed cuts are realized, state funding for Cummings will have dropped
more than 70 percent since when cuts
began a few years ago, outpacing cuts

to Massachusetts’ state university system. The trajectory is clear.
Though it would be unfair of the state
legislature to unilaterally cut funding
for Cummings, the school would be
remiss to continue blindly fighting for
government dollars. It is manifest that
one year soon, Massachusetts legislators will eliminate funding altogether.
With that in mind, the school should
focus its efforts not on lobbying fickle
legislators — as it has been doing tirelessly — but on making up for the lost
revenue in other areas. Research contracts, federal research funding and
philanthropic support currently make
up a good amount of the school’s
current funding avenues that should
be further drawn on to overcome the
proposed cuts.
For now, the Cummings School
needs state financing. The 5 to 10 percent that state funding accounts for
in the school’s budget is significant
enough to be felt should it be eliminated. But the legislature is an unreliable source of revenue and a source
of annual headaches as budgets are
written. Establishing more opportunities for funding would be a much more
productive pursuit for the Cummings
School.

at Tufts. With all due respect to Dean
Coffin and other administrators and students who feel similarly, please don’t take
offense; take action.
Dean Coffin was concerned that a conversation with a T-shirt-wearing student
would not give an admitted student a
fair understanding of the whole campus.
That may be true, but it is not a reason to
let that student’s experience go unheard.
According to senior Carolina Ramirez,
a participating student interviewed by
the Daily, such conversation is an even
greater necessity because incoming students are rarely made aware of the negative experiences that some students of
color have.
Rather than denying that racial imbalances occur by painting a false picture
of perfectly harmonious diversity, Tufts
should encourage students of color to
acknowledge the troubles that they face
and then work together to alleviate them.
There is a difference between vision-casting for a better future and whitewashing
a present reality. In openly admitting
elements of tense race relations, even to
incoming students, Tufts would have an
opportunity to differentiate itself from its
other predominantly white sister schools
by showing them what Tufts is doing to

make them better.
And what might Tufts do to make it
better? Establishing an Africana studies
department would be a huge start. In
addition, it could more strongly encourage students to take a class on race, perhaps under some type of “social justice
requirement” or even as a class option
via the freshman English requirement.
The Common Reading Program is also
a great way to get students talking with
each other about race, and I hope one
such book, “Why Are All the Black Kids
Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?,” will be
selected for this year’s read.
I love Tufts, and I want to make that
clear to every prefrosh I meet. What saddens me, however, is that some of my
friends here do not love Tufts as much
as I do on account of negative experiences they have had regarding the color
of their skin. The cards we handed out at
April Open House said, “An injustice to
one Jumbo is an injustice to all Jumbos,”
and that, in a sentence, is our message —
unity, justice and a call to action.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Although you chose not to editorialize on the contentious issue of race,
please permit one concerned student to
do so here.
Yesterday, the Daily reported in the
article “At open house, students draw
attention to Tufts race relations” about a
group of roughly 40 students, of which I
was one, that wore matching T-shirts to
the Academic Quad during April Open
House (AOH) and used them as a catalyst
to discuss students’ race-related experiences on campus with admitted students
and their parents. The T-shirts read either
“Ask me about my experience as a student of color at Tufts” or “Ask me about
white privilege at Tufts.”
The reason for raising these concerns
through conversations at AOH was twofold: to engage incoming students in a discussion on the reality of students’ experience here at Tufts, as well as to bring the
administration’s attention to the problem
that these experiences expose. It seems
that both goals were met. In the article,
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Lee
Coffin was quoted as being offended
that students would use AOH as a venue
for airing concerns about race relations

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

Sincerely,
Charles Skold
Class of 2011

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Op-Ed

Continuing on the path toward a sustainable future
by

Alex Wallach Hanson

Students at Tufts describe themselves as social actors creating positive change in the world. We protest
the school’s treatment of janitors,
decry incidents of racial profiling and
remove trays from the dining halls.
There is no denying these actions have
produced real changes on significant
issues for the Tufts community. But
while we think of ourselves as socially
and environmentally conscious, we
tend to overlook the smaller issues
that have a real impact on the world.
For example, there is a collective lack
of recognition about leaving the lights
on in dorm rooms all day, while concurrently criticizing President Barack
Obama for supporting big oil. Because
of this we can claim the mantle of
environmental sustainability without
altering our daily routines in a way
that would inconvenience us. We do
not worry about the little things since
we supposedly have taken care of the
bigger problems.
Yet it is these every-day actions that
can have the largest effect on the environment. An example of this can be
found in the time-honored tradition of
“trick-turning.” Every day, 2,100 students file through Hodgdon Good-toGo Take-Out, according to a Hodgdon
manager. They pick up their food, put
it in a plastic bag that will be thrown
out as soon as they reach their destination and carry on with their day.
I’ve estimated that some 40 percent of
all students who go through Hodgdon
take a plastic bag on their way out,
unaware of how their actions affect the
manager’s decisions about ordering
plastic bags.
The aggregation of students’ choices
to take a plastic bag adds up to the
point that Hodgdon orders four crates
of plastic bags, totaling 4,000 bags
every week. This is not an inconsequential number. Plastic bags do not
disintegrate. They do not compost.
They never go away. Plastic bags will
remain in landfills in perpetuity. On
top of that, the number of plastic bags
used in Hodgdon every week requires
hundreds of thousands of gallons of oil
to create — oil that smothers the Gulf
Coast, devastates wetlands and tears
at the very fabric of nature. We cannot
assert our support for the environment
when we simultaneously undertake

Evan Moulson

After the 2010 Tufts Community
Union Senate (TCU) presidential election, most of the criticism was directed not toward either candidate but
toward the TCU Elections Commission
(ECOM). Headlines in the Daily have
read, “Hold ECOM officials accountable,” “ECOM handled TCU election
poorly,” “ECOM: Wallis overspent”
and, most recently, “Once again, ECOM
flouts its responsibilities.”
In order to effectively manage the
elections of the Tufts community, ECOM
must prove to the community that it
deserves our trust. ECOM must show us
that it can live up to its own standards,
ensuring “fairness and equality” in elections. Transparency is the sign of an
effective elections commission. By that
standard ECOM is woefully ineffective,
as the press coverage of each election
seems to center on the failures of the
commission rather than on the candidates themselves.
When I began drafting this op-ed, I
was defending ECOM. I believed that
the apathy shown by the student body
toward recent elections was due in large
part to a disconnect between the TCU
Senate and the Tufts community and
was not a result of failures on the part of
ECOM. I still believe that a disconnect
exists between the Senate and the student body but I have come to believe that

On the
wrong track

L

Danai Macridi/Tufts Daily

consumer, we must be aware of how
actions that destroy it.
Other than convenience, there is no our choices have consequences. Just
reason to use plastic bags at Hodgdon, because we have been programmed to
and even this argument lacks merit. think we need a plastic bag does not
Paper bags are fully compostable, recy- mean we have to perpetuate the trend.
clable and have the same capacity as The solution is right in front of us. Now
plastic bags. In fact, Hodgdon already all we need to do is act.
Today, Wednesday, April 27, there
has paper bags but stores them out
of sight because students are accus- will be a rally on the Tisch Library
tomed to taking a plastic bag without a roof and petitions to sign outside of
thought. Even better would be the use the dining halls as well as the Mayer
of reusable cloth bags. According to Campus Center. The focus of these
the manager of Hodgdon, these could actions will be the removal of plastic
be offered at a low cost to students who bags from Hodgdon and the installado not bring their own bag, and since tion of reusable cloth and paper bags
they are reusable, this would only be a in their place.
The next time you are waiting for
one-time cost for most students.
There is no reason for us to pass your burrito at Hodgdon, stop and
up the opportunity to remove 1,834 think. You have a choice to make — a
pounds of waste from landfills over the choice between continuing the curcourse of a school year simply because rent paradigm of waste or turning
we cannot be bothered to reuse a cloth toward the ideal of sustainable use.
Make the right choice; be conscious of
or paper bag.
There are two facets of this issue that your actions and do not continue the
need to be addressed. From the per- wasteful practice of using plastic bags
spective of Hodgdon’s management, at Hodgdon.
there is a cost to change, and we need
to provide them with the resources
and support necessary to enact the Alex Wallach Hanson is a freshman who
changes. From the perspective of the has not yet declared a major.

ECOM misses the mark again
by

Prashanth Parameswaran |
The Asianist

Facebook events. These are all effecECOM has failed miserably in its duties.
In the run-up to the most recent tive ways that ECOM could be using
presidential election, ECOM failed to to announce elections. I have only one
post candidate biographies in a time- question: Why aren’t they?
Despite its recent history of botched
ly manner, consistently misstated the
date of the election and neglected its elections, ECOM can still be reformed:
duty to properly advertise the election The Senate has the authority to rewrite
the commission’s bylaws, to keep a close
beforehand.
ECOM’s own bylaws state: “ECOM is eye on the impartiality of the body and to
responsible for the creation of the [can- enforce advertising deadlines. Ultimately,
didate biographies] page, and will do so however, the responsibility to ensure the
no later than ... six days before the presi- fairness, transparency and equality of
dential election.” Until Monday after- our elections falls to us, the students of
noon, ECOM’s website still displayed the the Tufts community. We can blame no
election information for the uncontested one else if our elections are not up to par;
April TCU Senate elections (you may not we must speak out and take control of
even have heard of these; many of my our school and its government. Student
friends hadn’t). As of late Monday night government is no government at all if it
(the time that I wrote this), the website does not respond to the students. ECOM,
still advertised the date of the election as the Senate, the Judiciary — their power
“Wednesday April 27, 2011” (it was actu- is nothing compared to the power of the
ally Tuesday, April 26). In response to a whole student body (when, and only
Facebook message about the election I when, it actually speaks up for itself ).
That said, I am amazed that ECOM
sent to the Class of 2014 (when to vote,
who the candidates were, etc.), one of is allowed to continue conducting elecmy classmates emailed me, asking, “Why tions in a manner that does not befit the
wasn’t this advertised weeks ago?” In strongly democratic atmosphere of Tufts
fact, ECOM’s mission statement says, “It University. Tufts deserves an elections
is also our job to advertise every election commission that obeys its own bylaws,
that advertises its elections and that conin advance.”
The fact is that ECOM has become ducts elections smoothly, transparently
lax in its communication with the stu- and openly. Tufts deserves better.
dent body. Elections should be (and yet
are not) advertised through third-party
postering efforts, Daily advertisements, Evan Moulson is a freshman who has not
TuftsLife announcements and even yet declared a major.

ast Tuesday morning, with my head
still buried under the pillow, I groped
for the blaring phone on my desk.
Upon finally reaching it, I flipped it
up and pressed it against my ear, ready to
grumble at a friend for interrupting my deep
slumber. I was rudely awakened, however,
when I heard a man with a British accent
begin, “Hi Prashanth, I’m calling from the
BBC and…”
The BBC wanted me to be a guest on their
“World have your Say” program airing in
three hours. They had contacted me earlier
in the semester after reading my blog, “The
Asianist,” and requested that I be part of a
rotating panel of journalists and bloggers
to discuss current affairs on this new program. This week’s topic? Sixty-six allegedly
effeminate boys, ages 13 to 17, had been sent
to a corrective boot camp of sorts in the
Malaysian state of Terengganu, causing outrage in the blogosphere.
As I said on the program later that day,
this doesn’t surprise me. Malaysia is notorious for its discrimination against gays.
Sodomy is punishable by 20 years in prison,
a law made famous by the country’s former Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim,
who is on trial for the second time for that
offense. Positive portrayals of homosexuality
in the local media can lead to $17,000 fines,
and even negative depictions are frowned
upon. Members of Malaysia’s conservative Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS), for
instance, are now calling for the country’s
first gay-themed blockbuster movie “Dalam
Botol” (Inside a Bottle) to be banned, despite
its anti-homosexual ending. And local radio
stations garbled the line “No matter gay,
straight or bi, lesbian or transgendered life,
I’m on the right track baby” in Lady Gaga’s
hit song, “Born this Way.”
This particular incident happened in one
very conservative Malaysian state. The state’s
education director, Razali Daud, says the
camp is meant to guide the 66 “effeminate”
boys “back to the right path in life before they
reach a point of no return.” It will include
four days of religious and physical education
followed by counseling.
The idea is absurd and the country’s
political leadership should say so. Malaysia’s
Women’s Affairs Minister Shahrizat Abdul
Jalil has rightly pointed out that this case
violates the country’s Child Act. But what
about the notion of the state “re-educating”
allegedly “deviant” people? That promotes
homophobia and prejudice to a degree that
is unprecedented even for Malaysia. As Pang
Khee Teik, a Malaysian sexual rights campaigner who was on air with me during the
BBC program said, this is downright “scary.”
The more likely scenario, however, is that
the government will stay silent. On what
grounds could it oppose the camp when it
is itself being accused of using trumped up
sodomy charges to politically undermine
Mr. Ibrahim, now an opposition leader?
Furthermore, with national elections looming, Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
may not want to ruffle conservative Malay
feathers because this could cost him at the
polls. His ruling Barisan Nasional coalition
won the state of Terengganu in 2008 national
elections, lost it in a by-election a year later
and now wants to win it back.
Meanwhile, Malaysia’s international image
continues to be tarnished. As a Malaysian, I
have grown weary of my country being in
the limelight for issues of this ilk. When I
seemed enthusiastic about the prospects for
advancing human rights in Southeast Asia at
my internship at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in 2007, one scholar
asked cheekily, “How’s Anwar doing?” That
he could make that same sarcastic remark
four years later and still convey his point says
a lot about the sordid state Malaysia is in. Its
politicians should focus more on getting the
country back on the right track and less on
absurd notions like getting deviant youths
back to the “right path of life.”

Prashanth Parameswaran is a first-year
Fletcher student. He can be reached at
Prashanth.Parameswaran@tufts.edu. His
blog is asianist.wordpress.com.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Ding-dong-ditching Gifford House

Late Night at the Daily
Tuesday’s Solution

Prewitt: “In what universe are these two guys
the same size and their sticks magically different
sizes?”

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Advertisement

Studying abroad in fall 2011?
Be prepared for your semester or year abroad!
Upcoming required pre-departure meetings:
Programs Abroad staff and study abroad alumni will go
over the pre-departure checklist, discuss health and
safety issues, transfer of credit, cultural
adaptation and much, much more!

Tufts Programs

A COURSE FOR EVERYONE

Over 250 day and
evening courses to
fit your work or
internship schedule.
Registration
ongoing now

AC;;3@ 
Spring registration stressing you out? Relax.
Summer is just around the corner.

TUFTS SUMMER SESSION 2011
First Session

May 25–July 1, 2011

Second Session

July 5–August 12, 2011

Twelve-Week Session May 25–August 12, 2011

http://ase.tufts.edu/summer
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Non-Tufts Programs

Tufts in Madrid/Paris/Tübingen Africa/Asia/Caribbean/Latin
America/Middle East
Tuesday, May 3rd
Tuesday, May 3rd
2:00 pm
11:00 am
Tufts in China/Japan
Mainland Europe
Wednesday, May 4th
Wednesday, May 4th
11:00 am
2:00 pm
Tufts in London/Oxford
Australia/NZ/UK/Ireland
Thursday, May 5th
Thursday, May 5th
11:00 am
2:00 pm

*All meetings will be held in Braker Hall 001*
PLEASE NOTE: If you cannot attend your non-Tufts meeting, please
attend an alternate non-Tufts meeting. If you cannot attend your Tufts
meeting, please attend an alternate Tufts meeting.
Students studying abroad spring 2012 will be required to attend
pre-departure meetings during Reading Period in December 2011.

Meetings are required.
Questions? Call x7-5871.
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Housing
4 BR at 300 BOSTON AVE
$2200/mo + utilities. Across from
Tasty Gourmet. Hwd floors, eat-in
kitchen w/ dishwasher and disposal. Living room, bathroom, front
and back porch. Off-street parking.
Laundry and storage in basement.
Availabe 6/1 or 9/1. Call (617)6285310 or email: tipp3@hotmail.com

Wanted

Sports

Housing

Part-time Childcare Position
Are you hoping to earn extra $?
Local Tufts alum (close drive to
Tufts) seeking responsible, patient,
loving, energetic, non-smoking
nanny for 20-35 hrs/week starting
in the summer/fall. Hours and
scheduling flexible. Salary commensurate with experience. Call
Faith at (781) 258-9027 for details.

$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Become a California Cryobank
donor and earn up to $1,200/
month, receive free health and
infectious disease testing, and
help people fulfill their dreams
of starting a family. Convenient
Cambridge location. Apply online:
SPERMBANK.com

-

Wednesday, April 27, 2011
-

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Sports Briefs

Co-ed sailing earns top
10 at four events
The No. 12 co-ed sailing team kept
the momentum going with another set
of impressive results this past weekend.
Tufts recorded top-ten finishes at four
major regattas, including second-place at
the Priddy Trophy at the University of New
Hampshire. With the national semi-finals
coming up on April 30, a berth into the
National Championship finals seems to be
on the horizon for the Jumbos.
At the 20th O’Toole Trophy at Salve
Regina, the squad finished third out of the
field of eight, beating out the likes of No.
11 Yale and No. 19 Boston University. The B
Division paved the way, finishing in a tie for
second with Salve Regina.
The biggest success of the weekend
came at the Priddy Trophy, where the
Jumbos narrowly lost out to No. 5 Brown
to place second. The team also recorded
ninth- and 10th-place finishes at the
Admiral’s Cup at King’s Point and the
Thompson Trophy at Conn. College,
respectively.
The women’s team also competed
this past weekend at the Women’s New
England Championship at Bowdoin,
concluding their spring season in heartbreaking fashion. The Jumbos finished
eighth in the field of 14, missing out
on seventh place — and a spot in the
Intercollegiate Sailing Association’s National
Championship — by a mere four points.
For the co-ed team, however, the strong
results from this past weekend serve as a
good indicator that the squad is peaking at
the right time. The ultimate goal this season
for the Jumbos was to reach the InterCollegiate Sailing Association/Gill National
Championship Finals May 30 through June
1 in Oregon. If the squad can manage to
crack the top nine this weekend at the
Eastern Semi-finals, that dream will become
a reality.

Senior day for women’s
team last Saturday
This past Saturday marked the last race at
the Shoemaker boathouse for the seniors on
the women’s crew team. Senior co-captains
Rachel Steward and Bianca Velayo made their
final racing sojourns on the Malden River
along with classmates Catherine Bowlus,
Barb Franco, Alison Hodgkin, Lindsay Hull,
Jenna Lohmann and Jordy Wolfland. The
Jumbos hosted Simmons College, Smith
College and Wellesley College in this season’s final home regatta.
The four schools competed tournamentstyle in the 2000-meter 8-boat race with
Tufts first going up against Smith while
Simmons took on Wellesley. The goal for
Tufts was to make it to the second round,
ensuring at least a second-place finish.
The Jumbos fell just short of their goal,
however, narrowly missing their desired
berth into the final: Smith edged in front
with a time of 6:55.0, while Tufts crossed
the finish line just three seconds afterwards.
That result was over ten seconds faster
than Simmons College’s first-round time,
meaning if Tufts had taken on the Simmons
rowers in the first round, they would have
advanced to the second round with ease.
Regardless, Wellesley won this minibracket as expected, defeating Smith with a
time of 6:57.5. In the consolation round, the
Jumbos won decisively with a time of 7:12.4
while the Simmons team finished in 7:21.4.
It is now officially tournament season for
the men’s and women’s crew teams. On
April 30 both teams will compete at the New
England Championships in Worcester. The
ECAC National Invitational Championships
are scheduled the week after, when both
squads will hope to end their seasons on
positive notes.

MCT

Hornets point guard Chris Paul has pulled New Orleans to 2-2 with the defending champion Los Angeles Lakers in the NBA Playoffs.

Chris Paul leads New Orleans with Herculean effort
INSIDE NBA

continued from page 16

pointers would be shooting well from
downtown, but 65 percent (17-26) isn’t
just shooting well, it’s mind-boggling.
Allen has nailed treys from all over the
court, and has made them when he’s
wide-open standing still and when he’s
double teamed and dribbling to his
right. Whatever the Knicks threw at
Allen, which often wasn’t that much,
New York could do nothing to stop his
stroke. Allen has also done it inside
the arc, knocking down jumper after
jumper when he curls off the foul-line
screen that is so integral to the Celtics
offense.
But Allen’s offensive efficiency (and
efficiency is an understatement for a
player averaging 22 points on just 13
shots per game this postseason) means
more than just the former UConn star
scoring points, it means the Celtics
offense is operating at its highest rate.
Allen’s off-the-ball movement is often
the first option for a number of Celtics

offensive sets. If he’s able to get open,
and he often has in this series, Allen
knocks down the shot. But when the
defense collapses on him as he comes
off the screen, Allen dishes the ball off
to either the screener, usually Kevin
Garnett, for an open mid-range jump
shot, or to a cutting Rajon Rondo or
Paul Pierce, allowing those two AllStars to attack the rim against an open
lane. When Allen is hitting shots at the
rate he did in the Knicks series, everything begins to open up for the Celtics
offense.
But while Allen’s offense works to
open up the rest of his teammates, his
importance on the court pales in comparison to what Chris Paul means to
his Hornets squad.
New Orleans being tied 2-2 in their
series with the Lakers is nothing less
than Paul willing his team to victory.
Paul leads his team in scoring (25.5
points per game), assists (11.5) and
steals (2) and is second in rebounds
(7). If you look at Hornets playing min-

utes in crunch time, you see the likes
of Trevor Ariza, Carl Landry and Jarrett
Jack: not exactly a crew that puts fear
into an opponent’s eyes. Yet Paul has
dominated every facet of the game.
In Game 4, more or less a must win
for the Hornets, who would have gone
down 3-1 heading to L.A. with the loss,
Paul was everywhere. He was crossing
over Andrew Bynum about 1,400 times
before dropping an arching jumper
over the center’s out-stretched arms.
He was stealing the ball from Derek
Fisher mid-crossover and taking it the
other way for an assist. And, yes, he
was knocking down threes as he has
all-series, shooting 50 percent from
behind the arc. The final line for Paul
in Game 4: 27 points, 13 rebounds, 15
assists, one bloody eye, one series tied
at two heading back to L.A.
They’ve done it in different ways, but
Allen, Paul, and Roy — not your average owners of a deli and sandwich shop
— are serving up memorable starts to
the 2011 playoffs.

Cycling

Evan Cooper qualifies for cycling Nationals

Andrew Morgenthaler/ Tufts Daily

Junior Evan Cooper, here at the Tufts Campus
Criterium earlier this month, will compete at
the USA Cycling Collegiate Road National
Championships in early May.

Junior Evan Cooper will head to
Madison, Wisc. next month for the
USA Cycling Collegiate Road National
Championships. Cooper is the sole
rider representing Tufts at Nationals,
which will run this year from May 6-8
near the University of Wisconsin.
Although Cooper will face nearly
100 other cyclists from mostly Div. I
schools, the Tufts rider still believes
that he can perform well against the
best collegiate cyclists in the country.
“My goal is for the podium,” Cooper
said. “I want to finish in the top three
and earn a medal.”
The college cycling season begins
in early March and continues until the
end of April. Tufts cyclists earn points
for finishing in the top 20 in each
Eastern Collegiate Cycling Conference
race, and at the end of the season, the
athletes with the most points get the
opportunity to travel to Nationals.

At Nationals, Cooper will be competing in the 45-mile road race, which
features several steep hills each lap.
“It should be a race of attrition,”
Cooper said. “It’ll be more of a race
of survival than one where somebody
just runs away with [the win].There’s a
lot of climbing, so I think it should be
pretty challenging.”
While many Tufts students are looking ahead to the end of the school
year and the fun that this weekend
is sure to bring, Cooper has kept his
focus on preparations for the competition. Through continued hard work, he
hopes to be at his strongest heading
into the biggest race of the year.
“I’m going to train hard this weekend and probably not have fun at
Spring Fling,” he said.
—by Matt Berger
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Swett to leave Tufts for two years on Mormon mission

SWETT

continued from page 16

When the teacher of his “History of
Religion in America” class was absent during the unit on Mormonism, Swett, instead
of the TA, fielded the majority of his peers’
questions. After some teammates on the
football team brought up the “South Park”
episode, “All About the Mormons,” at lunch,
Swett watched the clip with them and pointed out some factual inaccuracies.
“That’s pretty much all I do when
people ask; it’s just like in class and if
you ask the teacher something, they’ll
tell you about it,” he said. “People are
curious to know about the Mormon
Church because it’s something that not
many people outside it are familiar
with. Generally, when people find out
I ask some questions and I’m always
happy to answer them as best I can.”
It was always assumed that Swett would
eventually go on a mission; his two older
brothers, Sebastian and Keaton, served
the Italy-Milan and Hungary-Budapest
missions, respectively. Swett won’t find
out his destination until he receives the
official call on Friday, at the earliest. But
that hasn’t stopped his family from guessing: Professor Swett thinks Denmark,
where the family lived for three years during Atticus’s childhood; Sebastian joked
that Swett will end up in Africa, drop 50
pounds and return to the States a sliver of
his 5-foot-11, 230-pound rugged self.
Swett, for his part, has no clue.
He’s just looking forward to the ride.
“It really is a good test of that faith, that
you have to be willing and have the right
attitude no matter where you’re called,”
he said. “It would be awesome to go
somewhere to learn a new language and
go somewhere exotic, but if I get called to
New York City or backwoods Wyoming, I
need to have the same attitude as if I was
called to go to Portugal.”
Out on a limb
Swett sometimes wishes he could sing
in the ward choir, but with football practices and track meets, it would be too
hard to make rehearsals. Instead, he’s to
the side of the stage, filling up small plastic cups — “little Mormon shot glasses,”
Swett cracks — with water, and placing
slices of Wonder Bread onto plastic trays
for the sacrament ceremony. Mormons
don’t drink alcohol, Swett notes, so tap
water will have to do.
Swett chose Tufts over Williams
College and Johns Hopkins University,

partially for the community-oriented
atmosphere and partially because of the
large Mormon contingent in the Boston
area. But given the small Latter Day
Saints population at Tufts, feeling alone
and out on a limb is inevitable.
“When you’re one of two members
here at Tufts, you just kind of feel isolated
sometimes,” he said. “For me, it’s sort
of been like that my whole life. In high
school, my sister and I were the only
members, and it’s pretty much the same
there as it is here. But everyone’s really
respectful even if they don’t share the
same convictions.”
Swett has no complaints about his collegiate choice, especially as he emphasizes his peers’ general tolerance and
curiosity towards his unique — at least at
Tufts — religious views. During football
season, Swett fields questions every day
from his teammates, generally about the
church or his beliefs.
Given the recent media attention to
Mormon athletics surrounding BYU’s dismissal of star forward Brandon Davies
after he violated the school’s honor code
forbidding premarital sex, Swett understands that a certain stigma is associated
with his faith.
“People hear what they hear about different people and about Mormons, so
they base a lot of their opinions on that,”
he said. “But if you get the chance to
talk to someone and answer their questions, they take away some of those labels.
Anytime you can dispel a misconception, or just fill someone’s ideas about the
church out, it’s a good opportunity.”
From Bow to brown and blue
Growing up in Bow, N.H. a small town
with just under 8,000 residents just 15 minutes from the state capital, Concord, Swett
always balanced athletics and religion. On
Sundays in the fall, from fourth to seventh
grade, he would attend the first hour of
church and then get dropped off by his
father at a Pop Warner football game.
Even at Tufts, Swett sometimes finds it
difficult to balance the two sides, especially when activities conflict with games and
meets. He wishes he could go to a few more
church events, but that’s just one of the sacrifices made to be a college-level athlete.
As Rynne sits in his office in Halligan
Hall, he points out the front door to a board
adorned with headshots from the football
team, the pictorial symbol of the Jumbos’
weekly awards. In the bottom right-hand
corner, in the final slot for the final week in

the column for “Scout Team Players of the
Week,” is Swett’s smiling face.
“We want to reinforce the great behavior of our guys doing a job to help us get
better offensively, making sure they’re
giving us the looks that we need,” Rynne
said. “That’s not just something that’s
going to be handed out. And it’s at the end
of the year. It’s a lot easier to do it in the
first week than it is in the last.”
In anticipation of returning to the gridiron, Swett foresees having a difficult time
keeping in shape while on his mission.
Save early-morning runs or pushups,
Swett won’t have the means to workout.
“Maybe I’ll come back and become a
wide receiver, maybe I’ll go to Africa, lose
some weight and get some running in
… people can change,” Swett said, that
friendly smile bubbling up once again.
“The likelier story is that I’ll go, get a little
chubby and have to work hard to just be
average again.”
New beginnings
After the sacrament meeting concludes,
Swett slowly walks up to the front to clean
up before Sunday school. Tossing the
excess Wonder Bread off the plastic trays
and depositing the empty “shot glasses”
into a nearby trash can, he reflects on his
identity as a Mormon athlete at a decidedly un-Mormon school.
“I guess I’m a multi-faceted human
being,” he said, the soothing sound of
church music and idle, post-sacrament
chatter in the background. “There are
lots of different parts to me that are pretty diverse. I’m just a person who can fit
in with lots of different groups of people.
I don’t like to put myself into any one
category. I think I can get along pretty
much anywhere. That’s something I like
about myself.”
Here at the church, Atticus Swett is
at home, no longer out on a limb. He’s
climbed back and down the tree, his feet
firmly planted on the ground, ready to
take the next step into a new horizon.
“You can just judge by his character,”
Brian Tew, the bishop of Swett’s ward back
in New Hampshire, said when asked how
he could tell Swett will be successful on
his mission. “When you go on a mission,
you’re being called to serve, and he pays
his own way. There aren’t too many young
men who are 19 years old and willing to
sacrifice two years to go to another place
in the world to help and teach people.”
The mission of Atticus Swett has
already begun.

Elephants in the Room
Favorite cereal

Naji Muakkassa
Senior midfielder
Men’s Soccer

Kelly Allen
Sophomore thrower
Women’s Track and
Field

Scott McArthur
Junior
Cross Country and
Track and Field

Caitlin Updike
Senior
Volleyball

CD I’d take to a
deserted island

When it comes to
Lindsay Lohan ...

Cinnamon Toast 50 Cent — Get I’m concerned for
Rich or Die Trying her health and
Crunch
well-being

Lucky Charms

Dashboard
I’m thinking
Confessional
“Parent
Trap,”
— A Mark, a
Mission, a Brand, before the drugs
a Scar

When I was 13 I
had a crush on

Sport I play the
worst

Jennifer Love
Hewitt

Golf

Nick Carter

Ice Skating

Honey Bunches
of Oats with
Almonds

Cast Away
Soundtrack

I’m scared

Mary-Kate Olsen

Football

Honey Nut
Cheerios

Backstreet Boys
— Millenium

I’m a big fan ...
what up Freaky
Friday

Jonathan Taylor
Thomas

Golf

all photos courtesy tufts athletics

Brian Rowe | Calls the Shots

Debatable?
Absolutely

T

he Greatest Athlete of All Time. It’s
one of the most interesting debates
in sports, right up there with how
much C.C. Sabathia weighs, whether or not there is actually a curse on the
Los Angeles Clippers and what kind of
conditioner Tom Brady uses.
But in all seriousness, it’s not the kind
of thing that gets settled in one column,
or ever really, if you take the concept
seriously. Opinions are always shifting,
new information about people is always
coming to light and no one is ever viewed
in a vacuum. Sports are here for our
entertainment, and as such, it’s our right
to yell and expound on athletes’ triumphs
and shortfalls as often and as loudly as we
want to.
That being said, there are a few basic
precepts that I abide by before ever
entering into this conversation with
someone else. First, it’s every fan’s right
to use any part of an athlete’s life to make
their argument — Ali and the draft, Pete
Rose and gambling, Lance Armstrong
and cancer, Ty Cobb and racism, etc.
Second, everyone deserves the right to
be completely arbitrary, sort of like in
sports itself. Remember when Dallas
Braden threw a no-hitter last year? That
kind of arbitrary. Third, if there is an easy
answer to this question for you, than
you’re doing something wrong. Go learn
more about sports.
On to a few athletes that must be
considered. I offer these as suggestions
for starting points in this discussion.
They by no means comprise a full list
or even necessarily include my current
personal choice. But they should all
enter the debate due to their inarguable
impact on their respective sport and
society as a whole.
Jackie Robinson: So in case six allstar games, the 1947 Rookie of the Year
award, the 1949 National League MVP, a
Hall of Fame bust and a number retired
across ALL OF BASEBALL isn’t enough
for you, remember that Robinson was
the first black player in the major leagues
and endured untold racism and danger throughout his incredible career. He
posthumously earned the Presidential
Medal of Freedom and Congressional
Gold Medal for his achievements on
and off the diamond. Discussion over?
Almost, but not quite.
Wayne Gretzky: Otherwise known as
“The Great One,” he holds 60 official
records across the regular season, postseason and all-star game, has his number retired by all NHL teams and had the
waiting period for his Hall of Fame vote
waived. Gretsky redefined vision in the
rink, obliterated old scoring records and
demonstrated that size and stature were
not as important in hockey as previously
thought. He also immediately ended
discussion for best hockey player ever
upon retirement.
Willie Mays: Twenty all-star games, two
MVPs, 12 Gold Gloves and the fourth-most
home runs of all time. He was considered
the essence of grace in center field, and
his basket catch running away from the
diamond in the 1954 World Series is one of
the iconic images of the game. He played
spectacularly in an important market,
helping the Giants reach the World Series
in his breakout 1951 campaign. The “Say
Hey Kid” could play with the best.
Michael Jordan: Tongue hanging out, playing with the flu, three retirements, six NBA
championships, one NCAA championship
… his star continues to shine as brightly as
his bald pate. Yes, his Hall of Fame speech
could have been a little more respectful,
and yes, he did play alongside two other
HOF’ers in Pippen and Rodman, but it’s
simply impossible not to acknowledge his
brilliance with a basketball. In the ultimate compliment, stars today recognize
they will always be measured against him,
regardless of how hard they try to carve
out their own legacy.
Brian Rowe is a senior majoring in economics. He can be reached at B.Rowe@
tufts.edu.
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The long-awaited mission of Atticus Swett
One freshman athlete will leave it all behind to answer the call of his faith
by

Alex Prewitt

Daily Editorial Board

Atticus Swett is sitting on a bench on a
beautiful Easter Sunday, squinting at the
blinding sun as he waits to begin the journey that, by now, has become so familiar.
Wearing a jean-colored dress shirt split
down the middle by a carefully knotted
striped tie that occasionally sways in the
cool April breeze, he ponders the future.
In a few moments, the freshman will
travel the road that he’s traveled so many
times in his first year at Tufts, a trip that
commences with a short shuttle ride from
the Mayer Campus Center to Davis Square
and concludes when he arrives at the simple red-and-white brick building a few
blocks from Kendall Square.
In a few months, however, the freshman
will embark on a mission of unfamiliar sorts,
the destination of which is still unknown.
He will depart from a burgeoning career
as a linebacker for the football team and a
thrower for the track and field team, not to
mention the fast friends developed during
his first year at Tufts, to answer a call.
On a campus at which nearly half the
students study abroad, Atticus Swett will
follow a similar path. Except he’s probably
the only one leaving it all behind to serve
on a two-year Mormon mission.
‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
Atticus Swett. The same letter that concludes his first name and begins his surname together roll off the tongue, fusing into one sound that resembles an old
Western sheriff’s deputy more so than a

Jodi Bosin/Tufts Daily

Each Sunday, Atticus Swett goes to church in Kendall Square. Starting this summer, he will embark
on a two-year Mormon mission, leaving behind a college athletic career to share his faith.
Div. III linebacker.
Swett’s mother Katrina, a political science lecturer at Tufts, named her sixth
of seven children after Atticus Finch, the
stoic hero from Harper Lee’s “To Kill a
Mockingbird.” Finch was a teacher; he
persuaded an Alabama town to objectively judge a man free of skin color.
Just like Swett’s namesake — a “daunting name to live up to,” Swett says —
the Tufts freshman is endowed with an
innate ability to educate.

Sitting in the cushy blue pews in the
off-white Chapel at The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints on Binney
Street in Cambridge, Mass., Swett’s voice
swells with pride when speaking of his role
within the ward and his upcoming mission. He’s come here today, like he does
every Sunday, to attend services with other
college-age Mormons in the Boston area.
It’s a method of escape, a way of interacting with those familiar with a faith that
forbids alcohol, premarital sex and coffee,

the three basic tenants of any stereotypically collegiate experience.
“He’s a person who stands by his principles, so that he’s not swayed by some
of the choices, some of the freedoms that
are given to college kids,” said defensive
coordinator and linebackers coach Scott
Rynne. “I think that’s a pretty powerful
thing. You can see why people are drawn
to him or why people are drawn to his
conversation when he can go out and do
his missionary work.”
Swett repeatedly refers to the mission
as “answering a call to serve,” really the
only call he’ll be answering anytime soon;
Swett is allowed only two phone calls per
year on his mission, traditionally made on
Christmas and Mother’s Day. He can access
email once a week on a “personal day” but
will resort to snail mail as the primary
means of communication with non-family
members. Other than that, it’s a two-year,
full-time job consisting of teaching and
answering questions about his faith.
“It’s an expectation for the young men,
but it’s not a requirement by any means,” he
said. “It’s an encouraged choice. You don’t
have to go, but all the evidence from everyone in your life says it’s been an amazing
thing for them and it’ll be a life-changing
thing for you. You can’t go wrong going.”
The future will hardly mark a drastic departure from Swett’s present. He
frequently answers questions about
Mormonism at Tufts even without the
“Elder” label attached to his name, which
signifies his missionary status.
see SWETT, page 15
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Terrific Trio: Allen, Paul and Roy shine in playoffs
Three guards are the talk of the postseason, each carrying team in unique way
by

Alex Lach

Daily Editorial Board

Allen, Paul and Roy: They
could be a trio at your local
mechanic’s shop or maybe a
triumvirate that run a barber
shop in the center of a small
town. Instead, they’re three
players — (Ray) Allen, (Chris)
Paul and (Brandon) Roy — that
are leaving their mark on the
first round of the NBA play-

offs, all in very different ways.
Roy’s performance in Game
4 of Portland’s series against
the Mavericks has been the
highlight of the playoffs so
far. After Roy made headlines
between Games 2 and 3 for
voicing his frustration to a
reporter about a lack of playing time, the former Rookie of
the Year dominated the fourth
quarter of Game 4, scoring 18
points and leading the Blazers

all the way back from what
was at one point a 23-point
deficit. Roy, who has battled
knee injuries all season and
had many thinking that his
promising career might end
extremely prematurely, made a
dazzling array of shots, including a four-point play after
nailing an off-balance threepointer and getting fouled in
the process, to lead the Blazers
back. The Mavericks, for rea-

Santone’s gem helps Tufts earn split against
Rhode Island College

virginia bledsoe/tufts daily

The softball team split a doubleheader yesterday against Rhode Island College (RIC),
winning the opener 3-1 before suffering a 6-0 shutout in game two. It was a tale of
two pitching performances. Senior co-captain Izzie Santone pitched seven innings of
one-run ball to earn her ninth win of the season for Tufts, before Kyla Puccini hurled
a complete game shutout for RIC. Sophomore pitcher junior Rebecca DiBiase, pictured
above, was on the losing end of the shutout.

sons still unclear, seemed
reluctant to double Roy or
force him to pass, so he simply kept shooting, and the ball
kept going in. When it was
all over, and the Blazers had
secured an 84-82 win, Roy finished the fourth quarter alone
shooting 8-for-10 and chipping in four assists. According
to ESPN Stats & Information,
Roy either scored or assisted
on 14 of the Blazers’ final 17

made field goals and accounted for 33 of the team’s final 43
points. Not bad for a guy with
no cartilage left in his knees.
In a very different way,
Ray Allen has put together
an incredible first round for
the Celtics, who completed a
sweep of the hapless Knicks
on Sunday. It’s no surprise that
the all-time leader in threesee INSIDE NBA, page 14

Baseball

Tufts beats Wesleyan, reaches 20 wins for
second consecutive season
	After winning its first nine conference games of the season, the baseball team knew it stacked up well
against NESCAC East competition.
In Tuesday’s game against Wesleyan,
Tufts got its first chance to see how it
measures up against the West.
The Jumbos passed the test with
flying colors, taking an early lead over
the Cardinals en route to a 5-1 victory.
Tufts is now 20-5-1 on the season, and
a perfect 7-0 at Huskins Field.
	Senior outfielder David Orlowitz led
the way for the Jumbos, both at the
plate and in the field. The Wakefield,
Mass., native went 2-for-5 with a pair
of RBI singles in the first two innings
that helped Tufts to a 4-0 advantage.
Orlowitz also made several running
catches in centerfield, setting the tone
for a strong overall defensive performance.
	On the pitching side, seniors Derek
Miller and Pat O’Donnell combined for
six scoreless frames. Miller, the starter,
allowed just one hit and struck out a
pair in his two innings. O’Donnell then
followed suit with four shutout frames,

allowing two hits and recording five
strikeouts.
	Freshmen Christian Sbily and
Dean Lambert worked the seventh
and eighth, respectively. The former
allowed an unearned run, while the
latter pitched a scoreless frame, with
each earning a strikeout. Senior Ed
Bernstein finished things off, needing
just nine pitches to work around a
one-out single and slam the door in
the ninth.
Though the pitching staff recorded
a strikeout per inning, it also benefited from stellar outfield play. Senior Ian
Goldberg made the play of the game,
sprinting deep down the leftfield line
and reaching out to catch a line drive
to take an extra-base hit away from
Wesleyan junior Noah Feingold.
	O’Donnell earned the win, improving to 3-0. Freshman Chase Levi took
the loss for Wesleyan, and is now 1-2
on the year.
	See Thursday’s Daily for a full recap of
the Jumbos’ 20th victory of the season.
—by Daniel Rathman

