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Dezr Mr. Adams: 

e s t  seven years, p u b l i c  interest and enoiron- 
mental - - grouos ,  -_-_. c unions, hnd r e c e n r l v  2 e  2roeinecc s c i e n z i ~ i s  heve - -  --r.- . --- . .. -.--. " . . -- - -- 
u rged  t h e  ACS zc broecen its focus on cancer-oreven~ion. Hany of 

; 

these same grouzs  ~ C V E  no& joined v i t h  ozhers io once a g s i n  urge 
~ 1 1  necessary steTs to vigorocsly aavocrte t h e  speeSy ACS r o  "' 

eliainaticn or reduction of the publiz's exposure io carcinoqens 
in the environment, workplace, and food supply. 

ACS'S strong advocacv 02 tobacco issues hzs Seen admi:- 
able. ACS has lobbied f o r  stronger labels on c i g a r e t t e  peckrges - 
and higher tobacco t a x e s .  Thus, ACS understands the need to 
prevent exposure to the chenica? ceuses of cancer before disease . 
s t r i k e s :  it should now eozly i t s  knowledge 2nd experience ;o 
preventinq ex3osu;E t3 o t h e r  o c c ~ ~ ~ t i o n z l  and environnent;l cEr- 
cinoqens t s  well. 

To date, outside of the smoking zree, the ACS hzs done 
very little to prevent cancer through influencing public policy. 
VVL ,LLiLe . 7 LCS h E s  z i L ~ a r g s ~  ?.?- -La - L A -  - S S i - -  r r c s ~ a i f i y  cvir UL I &CIS -- ~ r e ~  eW-g ~ ; L Z . J $  -- 
ACS has studiously avoided sucportinq masures to control anv 
carcinoqen other than those in ciqcrettes, has pot defended che 
budqets and intearitv of beleeauered requlatorv acencies. and has 
failed to emphasize a comprehensive urevention approach in its 
educational and research-activities. 

The ACS's linited war on cancer f t l ls  short of w h t  2 
$220 million a year organization could do and what it promises 
ifs public.supporters. .ACS relies too heavily on curing and 
treating t h e  disease, while almost totally ignoring the thousands 
of preventable cancers attributable to occupational or environ- 
mental exposures. Despite its promise to the public to do 
everything to "wipe cut czncer in ysur lifetime," ACS fails to ' 

make its vo i ce  heard in Congress and the regulatoiy creca, where 
it could be a powerful influence to help reduce public exposure' 
to carcinogens. Thus, thousands of deeths fron this terrible 
disease are particularly tragic because they could hcve been 
prevented. 
- 

ACS has left the role of educatinc the public and govern- 
ment officials on comprehensive cancer-prevention issues to saall 
environmental and h e e l i h  groups. While these groups have !-,ad 
some success in getting major cancer-fighting legislation passed 
and regulations adopted, ACS f nvolv~ment and leadership could 
significantly accelerate the pace. 
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U n f o ~ i e n s z e l y ,  the ACS hzs elso crke?  severs1 major steps 
backwzres. I n  1 3 8 2 ,  .%tS aao?zec a czncer 3oLicv t h a t  requires -- -- 
h u m ~ ~  c r a o f  t hzc  a S U ~ S S Z ~ C ~  is 2 crrcinocez before ACS advocates 
controls. Sach ea?hzsis  on nuriizn proof is contrary to the t e n e t s  
of z u t h o r l t a t i v e  scientific cornnittees and  established f e d e r a l  
p o l i c y ,  which h a s  Ion? recognizeC animal 2viaence of an agencls . I .  carcinogenic potenzrzl as  sufficient f o r  r e d u c i n g  human exposure. 

1 

12 1982, A 2 2 ' s  P u b l i c  Lssues 2omnltt?s also overwbelm- 
ingly v ~ z e c  dowc E rssolutior. LC defend - crte --- budgets .+ . .- - of . , t=ie 

~ L a c o r y  aaencies. -- --- 

Regrettably, ACE'S public statements o n  carcinogens fre- 
quently downplay the need for r e g u l a t c r y  intervention because of 
the lack of e?iaerr . io loj icai  data on harnzn carcinogens. These 
d a t a  are r~rely obtainable and then only e f t e r  several decades of 
human exposure and a ~ ~ t h s .  ACS's ftilure to speak out on all 
s i g n i f i c m t  chemical carcinocens implies that the danger does not 
warrznt the public ' s atteniion. 

We believe, therefore, t h z t  ACS should reform its oo l i -  
cies imnediatelv, and become an ~ q a r e s s i v ? ,  pro-accive cancer- 
preventicn organization. ACS should estrblish a top-flight 
~ e s i s l a c i v e  a f f z i z s  department i n  Xashington t h a t  is equll to - - 
A C S ' s  repu~ation and finances. ACS should have physizians, sci- 
entists, and attorneys, with support staff, on hand to compete 
effectively with the large and well-supported lobbying staffs 
maintained by those who profit from manufacturing and distribut- 
ing-carcinogens. In addition, ACS should mobilize its network of 
chapters and vo.lunteers so as to mount a grassroots attack to 
prevent cancer deaths. 

Such a .top-flight legislative affairs department would 
monitor the federal regulatory agencies,  including the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, Food and Drug Administration, Consuner 
-Product Safety Commission, Department of Agriculture, and.the 
Occupational Safety and Aedl th  Administration, thus encbling ACS 
to partici2ate in cr initiate regulatory proceedings on carcino- 
gens. Protecting the budgets of these agencies would be equally 
important. 

Another essential activity for a progressive czncer 
orqanization is to s ~ w o r t  Srodd leqisl+tion to reduce or elirni- 

. nate exbosure to carcinosens, including the Clean Air Act; the 
Toxic Substances Cznt rc l  Act; Scpezfund; t h e  D ~ l a n e y  ~mendment of 
tlie Food, Drug, and Cosmetic A c t ;  acd pesticide legislation. It 
should be noted that although the March of Dimes and the American 
Heart Association have joined a coalition to fight for the Clean 
Air ~ c t ,  the American Cancer Society has refused t o  join. 
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' C  F i n a l l y ,  'he ACS s h o u l d  be + I l o c a z i n q  s i q n : i i c a n i l y  more 
C . - 7  o- i t s  researct cci:ars co ?rever.zion-oeian;ed ? r o j e c r s ,  anc 

should De u r ~ i n q  = h e  14a:ionel t a n c f r  Insritsie t o  d o  l i k e w i s e .  

To assist &CS i n  these  moves, we z rge  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  add a 
s i g n i f i c e n ;  numb=: 05 t o x i c o l o ~ i s t s  end eraerts i n  chemical  c r r -  
c i n o g e z i c i t y ,  a s  weLl as  l a b g r ,  e n v i r o n ~ e n ; a l ,  and p u b l i c  i r i rer-  

1 e s t  r e a r e s e n t a t i v a s  :o i t s  Bouse of D e l e g z i e s ,  3oara  of D i r e c t o r s ,  - and PutLiz l s s u e s  C o n n i t t e e .  

le s i n c e r e l y  nope our recommendations w i l l  be given ime- 
d i a t e  a n c  f r u i t f u l  con.sidera;ion. I n  t h e  absence of t h e  estzb: 
l i s h m e ~ t  bv ACS of a  l e g i s l a t i v s  depar tment  t h a t  v igo rous ly  seeks 
t o  preven: c c n c e r ,  s n a  a g e n e r a l  reorientation towaras grevention 
i n  ACS e a u c a t i o n i ?  and  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  a 
n a t i o n e l  e d u c a t i o n z l  campaign t o  inform t h e  p u b l i c  of the limitz- 
t i o n s  of t h e  Cancer S o c i e t y  w i l l  be i n  o r d e r .  

L / I 
Michael F. Jecobson, Ph.D - - 

Exec,utive D i r e c t o r  
Center  f o r  s c i e n c e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  

On behalf  of :  

Mr. Charles ~ r e m e r  , Admin i s t r a t ive  D i r e c t o r  
A. P h i l i p  Randolph I n s t i t u t e  

Zippalachia. s c i e n c e  i n  the P.ubl ic  I n t e r e s t ,  Dr. A 1  f r i t s ch  

.Cancer C o n s u l t a t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  Reverend Howard Moody 

Cen te r  for '"  Mediccl  Consumers, #s . Mar yann 'Nspol i  
.+ -. % 

Cente r  f OF- Occupa t iona l  H e a l t h ,  Dr. Michael McCann 

M s .  Wini f red  V e i t c h  
C i t i z e n s  f o r  Clean Land, A i r ,  and Water (Xaddington,  New'York) 

* 

* Cormunity N u t r i t i o n  ~ n s t i t u t e ,  Mr. Rod Leonard 

Mr. S teven  Brobeck, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
Consumer F e d e r a t i o n  of America 

Mr. John ~ o n y e r s ,  J r .  
Congressman, F i r s t  D i s t r i c t ,  Michigan 
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D i s t r i c t  1195 K i s c o n s l a ,  Ms.  Tracy S u ? r i s e ,  President 

D i s t r i c t  1199 N e w  Yo:K, Xs. Docris T u z n e r ,  president 

Mr. Alden !.;?YET, Zxecctive D i r e c t o r  
E n v i r o n n e n i z l  A c t i o n ,  1 . n ~ .  

- 1 - I Dr. K i l l i e ;  ;roxn, Actin2 - Executive D i r e c t o r  
.l r n v i r o n m e n = ~ l  Cefense s znd 

Food Research Act ion Counc i l ,  Ms. Wancy Amiaei 

F r i e n d s  of t h e  E a r t h ,  Mr. J e f f r e y  W. Knight 

Mr. Arnold Cohen 
Ironbound Community Hecltn P r o j e c t  (Newark, N e w  J e r s e y )  

Journey House, Inc. (KiLwaukee, Wisconsin) , Mr. Tom Wil l iams s 

Missour i  C o e l i t i o n  f o r  t h e  Environmen:;Rr. Steven Sork in  ! 

N a t i o n c l  Audubon S o c i e t y ,  Dr. Russ P e t e r s o n  

Mr. Jay Felcnan,  Execurive D i r e c t o r  
N a t i o n a l  C o c i i t i o n  Against  t h e  Misuse of  p e s t i c i d e s  

Mr. John Adams, Executive Director 
N a t u r a l  Resources  Defense Council 

Mr. Joel Schuf f ' r o  
N e w  York Committee f o r  Occupat ional  Safe ty  and Health 

People Aga lns t  *Cancer,  Mr. Myron L. S i l t o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  

M s .  Ellen Baas, Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  
Public Voice f o r  food  and Hea l th  P o l i c i e s  

> "  
t 

Mr. John gweeney, P r e s i d e n t  
service d p l o y e e s  - ~ n t e r n a t i o n a l  union 

S i e r r a  Club, N e w  Jersey Chap te r ,  Ms. Diane Walker 

-Texas Cente r  f o r  R u r c l  S t u d i e s / P e s t i c i d e  P r o j e c t ,  Ms. Tami Adams 

w h i t e  Lung A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Mr. James f. P i t e ,  Execut ive D i r e c t o r  

Mr. Mark S c h u l t z  
Wisconsin  Committee on Occupat i~onal  S a f e t y  and Heal th  


