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The Tobacco Tax & Health Protection Act L an initiative to 
raise the tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products. The cigarette 
tax would be raised by 25 cents per pa& The funds would 80 to 
research on cancer, lung, heart and other tobacco related rllseases; 

* treating people sdfering from these and other diseases; education to 
stop you% people burn taking up tobacco use; and protecting the 
environment. 

Tobacco use in CaIifornia casts aur economy more than $6 
billion a year in health and related costs; $217 for each pack smoked. 
More than 30,000 peopIe die each year of tobacco related diseases in 
our state. Tbe new tax will help reduce smoking in young people and 
treat tobacco related diseases. 

6ur tobacco tax has not been raked in mare had twenty ye&. 
Only five States have a lower lan Thosc who will pay the tar are re* 
ody being asked to ay a user fee, and tbey will drectly benefit from 
the way the tax will 1 e used 

Tobacco we is one of ha most serious drug related problems 
facing oung people today. I t  is estimated that due ta the new tax done 
many t K ousands of children and teenagers wil l  never start to smoke, 
thus preventin mu& disease, and s a w  many of their lives. More J than 90% of smokers start before the age of 20. 

The Tobam Tax & Health Pratecti~n Act is sponsored by the 
American Cancer Sdcty,  he American h g  Association, the 
American Heart Association, the California Medid Association, ttre 
California Hos itd h i d a t i o n ,  hsembly Member Lloyd CmncUy, 
Campaign d o d a  md numerous other health and civic groups. 

The initiative is necessary beeawe the Legislature failed to pass 
a similar measure in 1987, It is a Constitutional Amendment beause 
ohenvise the b d s  collected could not be spent on health purpose. 

The Tobacco Institute, made u entirely of out-of-state tobacco 
companies, has already announced a f 16 million campaign to defeat 
this measure. Help us by mllectin s i ~ t u r e s  and by m&ng a f financial contribution to our effort. 
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