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Safe Colleges 2004, April 3rd

The 7th Annual LGBT and Ally
Conference at Tufts University

Since 1998, the LGBT Center at
Tufts University has hosted the Safe Col-
leges Conference, a free conference for
college students and administrators focus-
ing on the unique issues and challenges
facing the LGBT community. Each year
the day-long conference brings over 500
queer students and allies from across New
England and beyond to attend a host of
workshops and events covering a broad
spectrum of topics such as bisexuality,
transfeminism, racism in queer communi-
ties, creating strong LGBT campus or-
ganizations, and same-sex marriage.

This year’s keynote speaker, Bar-
bara Smith, is an author, activist, and in-
dependent scholar who has played a
groundbreaking role in opening up a na-
tional cultural and political dialogue about
the intersections of race, class, sexuality,
and gender. She was among the first to
define an African American women’s lit-
erary tradition and to build black
women'’s studies and black feminism in
the United States. She has been politi-
cally active in many movements for social
justice since the 1960s.

Responding to attendees’ desire
for greater workshop availability, the
planning committee has added a third
workshop session for Safe Colleges 2004
that will run in the afternoon. The closing

program will feature four highly ac-
claimed LGBT short films: “Boychick,”
directed by Glenn Gaylord, “Junk Box
Warrior,” directed by Preeti AK Mistry,
“D.E.B.S.,” directed by Angela Robinson,
and “The Favor,” directed by Ernesto
Foronda. As always, we will end the day
with our annual poetry slam at Brown and
Brew Café and G*L*I*T*T*E*R, our
annual dance and drag show.

To pre-register for the conference
and to find out more about the workshops
and fun evening activities, visit our web-
site at www.safecolleges.info. Look for
our ad in the early April issue of The Ad-
vocate! Don't miss this opportunity to
meet and exchange ideas with hundreds
of other students working for change on
college campuses!
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 Same-Sex Marriuagé"

Jodie Nealley, Director, Student Activities

Myself, my partner, and our five-year-
old son are, according to some, moral terror-
ists. How do moral terrorists have fun, you
ask? Well, we recently watched the Super-
bowl — a very unpatriotic and dangerous
thing to do. [ was wearing a Patriots hat and
trying to get my moral terrorist son to watch
the game. He was playing with his two five-
year-old friends, one also the son of moral
terrorists and the other the son of law-
abiding citizens (read: straight and legally
married).

We were as "American" as can be that
night. Yet a few days later at the State House,
we were a threat to the moral foundations of
this country. I just don’t get it. My partner
and [ were married 10 years ago by a Unitar-
ian minister in front of a 100 friends and
family. My strict Catholic mom came and at
one point stood and said in a trembling
voice, "Love is love."

The debate going on in this country
pretends to be about morals, but it is about
civil rights. Those who try and make it into
something else are doing what majorities
have done for hundreds of years — saying that
a group's desire for equality undermines reli-
gious or natural laws. Ultimately the major-
ity will lose.

For now, we pave the way with the
mundane as well as the extreme. We watch
Superbowls and petition our representatives.
We take our son to the zoo and picket the
State House. Because it vou have Kids, the
ability to be legally married is about their fu-
ture as well as the future of generations to
come. That's why [ wear my title, "Moral

Jonathan Strong, Professor, English

My partner Scott and I plan to get
married in May. We have a Vermont civil
union, but we want a full-fledged marriage
in our home state where it will count.
That’s what I told my students when the
legislature was squabbling up on Beacon
Hill. I don’t usually bring politics into
class, but to me and Scott this doesn’t feel
like politics. It’s our life, and I think my
students deserve to know that. The next af-
ternoon I somewhat apprehensively asked
the crowd watching the campus center TV
if I could switch from ESPN to the consti-
tutional convention. Everyone was very
nice about it and stayed to watch and talk.
They wished me and my partner the best.
That felt good. And think how good all
those couples in San Francisco feel right
now. Who can knock love and happiness?
But I saw a man and woman on TV say that
the granting of same-sex marriage licenses
has devalued their own marriage forever.
What, there’s only so much marriage-value
to go around? How can a happy event for
one pair possibly detract from the, pre-
sumably, happy event of another? You
know, it’s not really about their marriage at
all; it’s about fear and hate. The constitu-
tion protects their right to be religious zeal-
ots, but thanks to the Supreme Judicial
Court of Massachusetts, Scott and I will
have our marriage, and so will thousands of
other couples. If in 2006 the haters are still
trying to take our rights away, they're going
to have to answer to a lot of happy, loving
people, and their families, and their friends.
Spread the good news!

terrorist," with Pridc.
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March Events

http://ase.tufts.edu/Igbt/calendar/

GenderYOUTH - Training for Activists

Thursday, Mar. 9, 8 p.m., Barnum 104

Gender Public Advocacy Codlition (GenderPAC) program coordinator
Kristin Effland is coming to Tufts to teach you how to put THEORY INTO
ACTION! This interactive training session, open to all students interested in

gender activism, will focus on gender theory, activist skills, and coalition
building.

Study Abroad Focus Group Lunch
Monday, Mar. 8, Noon - 1 p.m., LGBT Center

If you are queer and have studied abroad via a Tufts program, let the
LGBT Center Director treat you to lunch! In return you have to tell her
about your experience abroad.

Bias Awareness Day Rally
Wednesday, March 10, 11:50 a.m., Campus Center Patio

LGBT and Ally Faculty/Staff Lunch
Wednesday, March 10, 1-2 p.m., LGBT Center

Queer Night: Corpus Christi

Friday, Mar. 12, 7 p.m., LGBT Center

Join us at the LGBT Center for hors d'oeuvres before the show!
Then walk over with us to see Corpus Christi (show starts 8 p.m.). Block
seats are for sale at the LGBT Center for $7 each. A portion of your ficket
price will go to GLAD, Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders.

Same-Sex Marriage: Jewish Perspectives
Monday, Mar. 15, 12 p.m., Hillel

Idit Klein of Keshet, an organization that seeks to create a fully welcom-
ing Jewish community for LGBT people, will give a presentation on mar-
riage for same-sex couples. She will be joining a lawyer from Gay and
Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, a reform rabbi, and one or two
same-sex couples. Lunch will be served at the event.

Tea Time with Rabbi Summit
Monday, Mar. 15, 5 p.m., Hillel

Discuss Jewish religious perspectives on same-sex marriage with Rabbi
Summit.

Hott Bois, Healthy Bodies: Queer Men's Health Series
Monday, Mar. 15, 6 p.m., LGBT Center

Darren Stehle of Integrated Fitness will lead a workshop on nutrition, fit-
ness, and how to get that perfect bod in a healthy way!

Queer Men’s
Health Series

The LGBT Center will be sponsoring
a series of workshops on GBT Men's
Health. The four part series will
speak to issues of body image/
healthy eating/fitness, HIV/AIDS,
STDs/STls and healthy relationships/
domestic violence. The first event
will be "Hott Bois, Healthy Bodies"
and will feature Darren Stehle of
Integrated Fitness, speaking about
body image and nutrition. It will be
held on Monday, March 15th at
6pm at the LGBT Center. The week
of March 29th, we will host a
speaker from "HIV Stops with Me"
to speak about HIV/AIDS and safer
sex. Check the Center's website
for more information on upcoming
events in GAyPrill

Weekly Meetings
Mondays
TILGBC

9:30 p.m., Paige Hall
Crane Room

Wednesdays
Director’s Office Hours
12:00-2:00, Campus Center
Room 208
Fridays
Queer Students of Color and
Allies
I p.m., Metcalf Lounge
Women's Group
2 p.m., LGBT Center
Men's Group
3:30 p.m., LGBT Center

Sundays
Safe Colleges Meeting
6:00 p.m., LGBT Center
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Emerge Update

Emerge is a newly created non-partisan po-
litical activism group for the rights of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) citizens. Over
100 students have already expressed interest in this
organization.

You now have an enormous opportunity to
acquire new leadership positions within Emerge, ob-
serve the historic legislative/judicial process in Mas-
sachusetts up close, and become a catalyst for the
LGBT rights movement. Are you a Republican, De-
mocrat, Independent, Green, or anything else? Not
LGBT? It doesn’t matter. This is an organization for
everyone at Tufts. |

Want to learn more? Want to head a major
project or spearhead a grant? Want to run a work-
shop? Want to take a VIP fieldtrip to the constitu-
tional convention at the Massachusetts State House
to observe the debate on marriage for same-sex cou-
ples? Join us! Email matthew.pohl@tufts.edu for
more information.

LGBT Center

Bolles House

226 College Ave.
Tufts University
Medford, MA 02155

Gorpus Christi

A Play by Terrence McNally

This play, a retelling of the New Testa-
ment set in modern day Texas where Jesus
(called Joshua in the play) and all of the apos-
tles are gay, celebrates compassion and empa-
thy, reveals what is beautiful in us all, and
makes no apologies for its often excruciating
honesty. With messages of love and peace, it
speaks out against the bigoted, homophobic cli-
mate that continues to persecute and punish
today. Come ready for a night of funny, compel-
ling, and most certainly challenging theatre.

The play runs March 11-13. Join us for
“Queer Night” on March 12! A limited number of
tickets for blocked seating are for sale at the
LGBT Center for $7 each.
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