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Listen up, boys: Total costs for Tufts have nowhere to go but up
your landlord
doesn’t like you
BY

HAYDEN REICH

Contributing Writer

BY

LIZ HOFFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

As more than 1,400 sophomores start
choosing housemates, finding sub-letters,
scouting locations, and arguing with landlords over repairs this winter, half of them
may have another angle to consider.
Many landlords are reluctant, if not
unwilling, to rent to male tenants.
Similar to race, age, disability, religion
and military status, discrimination based
on sex is illegal under both Massachusetts
and federal law, with few exceptions.
“Students are not a protected class
under the Fair Housing Act,” said Donna
Rodriguez, Director of Off-Campus
Housing in an email to the Daily. “If a
student feels he or she is being denied a
lease based on any of the above mentioned
factors, they should file a complaint with
the Massachusetts Commission Against
Discrimination.”
It seems that landlords’ renting preferences are influenced by personal experience when renting to male tenants.
All landlords interviewed spoke on the
condition of anonymity due to the legal
issues involved.
One landlord, Ron, who has owned a
property on Boston Ave. for 18 years, says
he now refuses to rent to male students
after being nearly forced to evict a group.
“It was pure hell with the boys, a combination of physical damage to the property, noise, clutter, and just general rudeness; they absolutely did not care,” he said.
“Since [then], I have refused to rent to boys
under any conditions, for any amount of
money.”
“They destroy the property, and they
have no conscience whatsoever,” he said.
Now, “all I rent to is girls,” said Ron. “I’ve
found them to be excellent tenants and
very responsible.”
He does not see his experience with boys
as an isolated incident but rather as a trend
that affects many landlords renting to Tufts
students.
“It’s a widespread problem, and for
whatever reason, guys are just totally out
of control,” Ron continued. “They think
that no matter where they live, it should be
treated like a frat house.”
see LANDLORDS, page 2

Will the Class of 2014 be looking at a
$50,000 price tag for their first year at Tufts? It
might, if current trends continue.
According to historical data from the Tufts
Office of Institutional Research, Tufts’ cost
of education increased at an average rate
of $1,754 per year over the last 10 years. If
this rate continues, the class of 2014 will pay
$51,296 to attend Tufts.
With ever-increasing costs and constant
competition with other schools, it’s still
uncertain whether Tufts students will see a
tuition increase next year.
According to Dean of Undergraduate
Education James Glaser, “that conversation
hasn’t happened yet.”
There are many reasons that higher education costs, and student tuition, continues
to increase.
According to Executive Vice President
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Steven Manos, “Compensation for faculty
and staff exceeds the rate of inflation.”
“Schools that we compete with have been
increasing educational costs, such as high
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“We live together, we die
together.” So read signs that
went up on Carmichael’s fifth
floor last weekend.
Yet, although the residents of
four coveted Carmichael triples
were told that they would have
to relocate due to problems with
the Carmichael roof, hope is in
store for residents of three of the
rooms.
Dean of Student Affairs
Bruce Reitman was informed
by Residential Facilities that the
roof has “lost water tightness;”
while some ceilings have moisture problems, at least one of the
rooms actually has a substantial

leak.
Facilities will install diverters
into the roof, which will deflect
the water away from the rooms.
Though a temporary solution,
it will hopefully allow the fifth
floor residents to finish out the
year.
The residents of Room 503,
which has the most dramatic roof
leak, will be forced to move out
regardless of the diverters. The
three residents have requested
to move into one of the lounges
in Carmichael, which Facilities
has agreed to convert into a bedroom.
Though she saw no visible
water damage in her own room
505, sophomore Brielle Treece
described neighboring room 503

as having “gaping holes in the
ceiling.”
Residents were up in arms
when they found out they were
to be relocated from the dormitory move due to problems with
the Carmichael roof in an e-mail
last Friday.
The residents were told they
would be moved according to
their lottery numbers. While
three of the rooms were allowed
to move into new triples in
Carmichael and Hill Hall, the
room with the lowest average
would be forced to split up.
Since Friday, administration members like Yolanda
King, Director of the Office of
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Freshmen play some one-on-one hoops in the dark at the South Hall courts at dusk.

A language crunch for Olin Center
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LILLY RIBER
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Leaks: a close call for Carmichael residents
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speed internet availability, and amenities,
such as nice dorms,” Manos said. “It is highly
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New student demand and limited classroom space has resulted in
scheduling and overcrowding conflicts in modern language classes
this semester.
“Every time I enter the Dean’s
office, before I say anything else,
I say ‘Hello, Dean! Space!’” said
Professor Hosea Hirata, Chair
of the Department of German,
Russian and Asian Languages and
Literature.
Language coordinators point to a
lack of available classrooms during
the middle of the day, unanticipated
demand, and campus construction
as key factors.
The Department of German,
Russian and Asian Languages

and the Department of Romance
Languages share classroom and
office space in the Olin Center.
An unexpectedly high enrollment in Asian Languages forced
the department to compete with
Romance Languages for classrooms. “Arabic, Chinese, and, to a
certain extent, Japanese first-year
enrollments exceeded our expectations,” said Hirata.
The worst overcrowding occurs
between 10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.,
according to Romance Languages
Senior Lecturer Emese Soos.
Soos said that although classes
are capped at 16 students, they
often reach 18 students during F, G,
and H blocks.
“The situation this fall has been
see LANGUAGE, page 2
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Whatever language you speak, scheduling difficult during mid-day hours
LANGUAGE
continued from page 1

particularly acute because the new music
building and associated renovations in
Aidekman and Jackson Gym have removed
a huge number of classrooms from use this
semester,” she said.
According to Soos, professors request class
space through the R25 room reservation system, which requires a three-day waiting period to find out if that class is available. “That
really slows down the process,” Soos said.
Soos said that finding classrooms for new
sections of French 21 and 22 after unexpectedly high enrollment was difficult. “The only
way I could staff the new section was to
schedule it in the E block, but the Registrar’s
office told us there were no available classrooms on campus for that time,” she said.
Although the department will open a new
section once 10 students need to be accommodated, Spanish Language Coordinator
Marta Rosso-O’Laughlin stressed the difficultly of finding an available classroom anywhere on campus during the most popular
blocks.
“For several years now our plan has been
to schedule classes in the less popular blocks
A, B, J, I, and N and late in the afternoon or
evening, as well as combining blocks such as
K and L to give us a three days a week meeting

time,” Rosso-O’Laughlin said.
Some students are aware of the problem.
“My Japanese 121 class has 11 kids, but I heard
there’s not enough room in Chinese,” senior
Rachel Olanoff said. “I also took a semester of
French and hated it. Larger classes don’t offer
enough personal attention.”
Other students did not notice overcrowding
in language classes. “I don’t think my Chinese
21 class is overcrowded at all,” sophomore
Pauline Andriejanssen said.
For freshman coming from large classes
in high school, the comparatively smaller
classes at Tufts can be a welcome change.
“My Italian classes in high school would have
20, even 30 students,” freshman Constance
Mourning said. “I only have eight in my Italian
4 class now; it’s a much better environment
than what I was used to.”
“There are 11 students in my Spanish 3 class
now, and last semester there were 16, and I
thought that was way too much [because]
there wasn’t enough personal interaction with
the teacher,” sophomore Zachary Friedman
said. “Twelve students or less is much better,
and four would be ideal, but obviously that’s
unrealistic.”
Hirata remains concerned that while adding new sections this fall immediately eased
the overcrowding, there will still be a problem
with overall lack of classroom space. “If the

Students participate in a language class in the Olin Center last fall.
demand for language courses continues to
increase, [the language departments] won’t
be able to find any more classrooms in Olin,”
he said.
Hirata said that as a rule the Department of
German, Russian and Asian Languages never
rejects students. “I truly admire Tufts students
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who are so eager to take on the challenge of
learning a new foreign language. Keep them
coming,” he said.
According to Soos, the completed construction and generally smaller enrollment
in language courses during the spring should
help resolve the problem for next semester.

Capital campaign to address ever-expanding costs -- but will it be enough?
TUITION
continued from page 1

likely that tuition will go up at a rate
similar to those of the schools we
compete with.”
The Boston Business Journal
pegged the Tufts endowment at $1.2
billion this year. The returns on the
investment of this endowment go
help finance campus costs and new
projects.
Although the Boston Business
Journal said Tufts’ endowment
growth “outpaced all of the other
major schools in Massachusetts”
this year, Glaser said that Tufts is
“relatively less endowed,” that some
other schools and therefore relies

more on tuition to keep their budget
balanced.
According to the Tufts Bulletin,
this year’s tuition increased from
$31,828 to $33,906, while the total
cost with room and board for a firstyear student this year increased from
approximately $44,100 to $46,035.
Rising costs of education continue to make headlines and have
many people concerned.
Yet, high costs are not unique to
Tufts and “to date, cost has not had
a chilling effect on Tufts’ application
volume,” Dean of Undergraduate
Admissions Lee Coffin said.
Still, students are left wondering:
how high is too high? Will families

continue to pay top dollar for an
ever-more-expensive education, or
will ever-increasing costs begin to
chip away at demand?
According to Manos, the tuition
increases will be “offset by financial
aid, which the president hopes to
increase” as a major focus of Tufts’
upcoming Capital Campaign.
“It is essential that Tufts secures
the necessary financial resources
to preserve access to Tufts for students from all socioeconomic backgrounds,” Coffin said. “Issues of
affordability are certainly something
with which many families struggle
and that is a primary reason why
the upcoming capital campaign has

earmarked need-blind admissions
as a key priority.”
Yet some students are still perplexed by the rising costs over time.
“I hate to think what college will
cost when I have kids,” senior Mike
Kinsella said.
“I think that a lot of Tufts-worthy
kids are put off of private universities
or Ivies because they cost so much,”
sophomore Brian Dulmovits said.
Others wonder whether students
will be driven abroad with impending high costs.
“I’m increasingly having trouble
justifying the high price of school,”
sophomore Karan Jain said. “Other
countries have a much cheaper edu-

cation systems. There’s a program
in China where you can go for five
years and become a doctor that is a
third of the U.S. price. I don’t understand how it can keep up like this,
especially when the rest of the world
isn’t following to the same extent.”
“I think there will come a point
where the market says it’s cheaper
to go to Europe or cheaper to go
to Canada, and private schools will
have to compete internationally,”
sophomore Jeffery Greenberg said.
But when it comes to the bottom
line, there are no easy answers.
“Clearly, rising costs at private colleges and universities are a concern
for higher education,” Coffin said.

Some houses: tenants of both sexes

After scare, solution lets students stay

LANDLORDS

CARMICHAEL

continued from page 1

Sharon, who rents a house on Bromfield
Rd. to five boys, has had troublesome male
tenants in the past but has not ruled out
renting to males in the future.
“I currently have a group of guys in my
house that are fine, but in the past, [I] have
had trouble with guys,” she said. “They
tend to have a lot of beer-drinking parties,
and with that comes a fight or two; I’ve
had a fist through the wall, and they were
really sloppy and dirty with food, which
bothers me because it encourages ants and
roaches.”
“If given a preference, I’d rather rent to
girls,” Sharon said.
While she said that her current tenants
are polite and clean, past experiences with
boys have influenced her willingness to
rent to them.
“When these guys leave in a year or
two, [and] if there was a group of girls that
wanted to rent, assuming everything else
was the same, I’d rent to them first,” she
continued.
Other landlords, however, have no preference in tenants, as long as they are clean,
courteous and on time with rent.
“So far, I haven’t had any problems with
boys,” said Gaetano, who rents his house
on Ossipee to a group of Tufts students,
including several males. “They’ve been

MARKETS

very good tenants.”
But according to Tom, who owns a property currently rented by Tufts students on
Upland Rd., both sexes have their drawbacks.
“Girls for the most part leave the house
cleaner, [and] boys tend to be louder
because of parties,” he said. “But the boyfriends usually hang out at the girlfriend’s
houses and not the other way around, so
living below girls, there are more people in
the apartment at any given time.”
“And also, if you live below girls, girls
wear high heels, and that’s loud,” Tom
said.
Mindful of the law, he said he has no
set policy about renting to male students.
“That would be wrong,” he said.
Excluded from Massachusetts’ housing
discrimination laws are owner-occupied
houses with two units or less. Landlords
who live in the downstairs apartment of a
split house can choose their tenants based
on sex, for example.
Director of Community Relations Barbara
Rubel has not seen any overwhelming pattern in noise complaints being attributed
to male- or female-occupied houses.
Despite the perceived and occasionally
legitimate bias against renting to males,
the large number of available apartments
off-campus continues to meet the annual
demand of Tufts students.
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Residential Life and Learning (ORLL),
and Reitman have been working with
Facilities to resolve the issue.
The e-mail sparked revolt, eliciting
parent phone calls, the fliers in the hallway, and a Facebook.com group called
“Save Carmichael 5th Floor” (The group’s
list now logs 79 members.).
“I think that it was very irresponsible
on the part of the university to let us move
in when they knew there was a problem,”
said Miriam Gale, a fifth floor Carmichael
resident, of the situation. “We have been
receiving contradictory, incomplete, and
constantly changing information from
administration members.”
“It was, more than anything, just confusing,” said Treece.
Sophomore Claire Hollocou, who lives
in room 504, was upset that they received
the news on a Friday, when administrative offices would be closed for the next
few days.
Given the outcry, the administration
worked to put together a compromise.
“We talked with a lot of the women [living in Carmichael’s fifth floor] over the
weekend, and this morning we really
pushed back on Facilities to see if we
could fix the issues and make the rooms
useable for this year,” Reitman said. “For

Thursday

Friday

three of the four rooms, their answer by
the middle of the day was yes they can.”
The residents of these rooms will still
have the option to relocate if they so
choose or if the solution proves to be
unsuccessful.
Reitman says that he had no prior
knowledge of this issue. “It’s a maintenance problem that facilities thought
they had found a solution for, but it
didn’t hold up.”
With the transformation of one of
the lounges into a dorm room, Reitman
wants to prevent other Carmichael residents from losing their recreational area,
which he believes becomes especially
important during midterms and finals.
“While it’s not okay as a bedroom, we
hope to turn that triple into some sort
of lounge, so as not to lose recreational
space,” he said.
For now, the residents of the four
rooms who were permitted to stay are
overjoyed by this news. “If we would
have had to move we would have all been
devastated, and it would have really had
a negative impact on the rest of our year,”
Treece said.
Reitman assures that the administration plans to proceed with repairing the
roof. Carmichael will undergo major,
and more permanent, renovations this
upcoming summer, he said.
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“As much as it seems like
I’m campaigning for bald
genitalia for the entire
human race, I am aware
that people have different
preferences.”
Tianyao Kelly
The Tao of Sex
see page 3
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Dry erase boards, empty beer cans, bunk beds,
and ... plasma flat-screen television sets? It’s true.
BY

TIANYAO KELLY | THE TAO OF SEX

MATT SKIBINSKI

Daily Editorial Board

“Check this out,” senior Justin Chiumenti
says, palming a thin plastic remote control
as he sits in his dimly-lit South Hall single.
Chiumenti’s thumb settles on a grey, circular
button and presses down softly. With a series
of electric snaps, three small lamps illuminate
brightly, shedding light on the entire room.
It is a sight to behold.
Chiumenti twirls on a padded swivel-chair
in front of his desk, which is graced with three
computer monitors and a flashing laser mouse.
To his left, against the wall, is an enormous
50-inch plasma television, nestled comfortably between posters of Roy Orbison and Elvis
Presley. The white holiday lights that border
the window,light up a comfortable looking fullsized bed wrapped in a fluffy white comforter.
Were it not for the empty liquor bottles
arranged like trophies on top of his mini-fridge
and a few propped-open computer science
textbooks, one might wonder if Chiumenti
lives in a dorm room at all.
“This is my home away from home,” he said.
“I live here eight months out of the year, so I
might as well be comfortable.”
At Tufts, other students share Chiumenti’s
sentiment.
As college tuitions increase, so has students’
standard of living. With couches, flashy televisions and quality speakers, not to mention
dishwashers in Sophia Gordon Hall, college life
has undoubtedly become more luxurious.
While some parents remember writing term
papers on typewriters, many of today’s Jumbos
are equipped with powerful laptops and entertainment devices that their parents would envy.
For these students, college is not about “roughing it” at all.
“Parents who are sending their kids off to
college want them to be happy and to be comfortable,” said junior Alain Digon, whose South
Hall single contains a 32-inch flat-screen LCD
television that he bought last semester.
For Chiumenti, comfort is no longer an
issue. Though his room is small, the full-size
bed, which he managed to lug into his room

How to groom your pet

A

MATT SKIBINSKI

While most students were relaxing at the
beach or working in air-conditioned comfort
this summer, sophomore Hannah Robinson
was outside. Some days she shoveled gravel; on
others, she laid foundation or nailed down roof
panels.
On most days, though, she just rode her
bike.
In two months and three days, through
blazing summer heat, Robinson and 30 other
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vagina and then ruthlessly ripped
off by a woman whose last name you
MATT SKIBINSKI/TUFTS DAILY

Digon poses in his posh dorm room.
with the help of the South Hall elevators, is
perfect for lounging. Of course, the massive
television at his feet doesn’t hurt.
“What can I say?” he said. “It’s nice to have
this stuff here.”
According to Digon, continuously lowered
costs for consumer items have made it more
practical for students like him to invest in
improving their rooms.
“I think the reason you see college kids getting more cool stuff like this in the dorms is
that these things— especially electronics— are
getting less expensive,” he said. “Nowadays, a
widescreen TV isn’t really out of reach.”
Ironically, as the costs of popular electronic
products have dropped, students have spent
considerably more money on them, according to a survey released by the National Retail
Federation titled “The NRF 2006 Back-toCollege Consumer Intentions and Actions

don’t even know.
Survey.”
The study estimated students would spend
27.5 percent more on electronics in 2006 than
they did in 2003. Students and parents, who
used an estimated $36.6 billion to prepare for
their returns to campus, spent approximately
$10.46 billion on electronics.
For Digon, adding a flat-screen TV to his
room set him back nearly $800. In spite of the
cost, he said, he’s glad he bought it.
“I wanted something of my own, something
I’d be happy with that was just mine,” Digon
said, flipping through channels in search of the
Patriots football game. “It was definitely worth
it.”
Even though not everyone has a TV
like Digon’s or a room as comfortable as
Chiumenti’s, families are spending more and
see DORMS, page 4

Biking America: building a future 3,500 miles at a time
Daily Editorial Board
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ll I have to say is: Brazilians

riders biked 3,500 miles from Virginia Beach,
Va. to Cannon Beach, Ore., stopping along
the way in towns across America to help build
houses with Habitat for Humanity and to raise
awareness for the issue of affordable housing.
“It was a huge challenge, and it was by far
the coolest thing I’ve ever done,” Robinson
said. “Sticking with it was probably the best
decision I’ve made.”
The trip, called “Bike and Build,” took
Robinson across the center of the United States
and over the Rocky Mountains to the West
Coast. According to her, it was all about helping

out a good cause.
“Over the course of our build days, we
worked on pretty much every step of making
a house, which was pretty cool,” Robinson
said. “I realized as I went along that Habitat for
Humanity doesn’t just build houses for anyone
— these are people who work hard, but have
just hit bad luck. They have to have tried every
option to get out of their substandard living
situation, and most of the time they just want
to find somewhere to raise their kids.”
Robinson said the days spent building, which
were spread throughout the trip, involved a
wide variety of tasks. At one point, the group
helped with a “blitz-build,” during which 1,000
houses were built across the country in just five
days.
“Building these houses takes people out
of substandard living and puts them in standard living, but it also has a domino effect,”
Robinson said. “It’s so [that] someone else,
who may not have been living anywhere, can
at least live in a substandard home.”
According to Robinson, it was the people
she met that made her trip worthwhile.
“My favorite part of the build days was getting to meet the homeowners and finding out
about their stories,” she said.
Robinson recounted meeting one woman
in Jackson Hole, Wyo. who had been living on
the street with her family after finding out that
her husband had been sexually abusing her
children.
“They were living in government-subsidized
housing, which is not a good environment for
children to grow up in,” Robinson said. “If
you’re living in government-subsidized housing, you’re living with recovering drug addicts
and criminals; it’s not the kind of place you’d
want to raise a family.”

COURTESY HANNAH ROBINSON

Hannah Robinson rode her bike across the country building houses.

see ROBINSON, page 4

Ever since middle school, I’ve
noticed that we girls are expected
to groom our nether regions if we
want any action below the belt. I
don’t think I’m alone when I say that
I grew up with the impression that
“hair down there” was a bad thing to
have.
I considered waxing after high
school years full of awkward shaving
“down there” moments. So I innocently thought waxing “down there”
was the better road to take. Ha.
The first time I was subject to
this modern form of self-torture was
during preparation for spring break
my senior year. For some reason, my
friend and I both thought it would
be a good idea to get Brazilians while
we were in New York City before my
trip to Puerto Rico.
Not only was it extremely overpriced (like everything else in New
York), it killed. I left the spa angry
that I had just paid $75 for a lady
who didn’t speak English to rip out
my pubic hair while I laid on a
hospital exam room-like bed completely exposed and embarrassed.
For all that work, the hair should be
removed forever — with a lifetime
guarantee. When she asked if I wanted my butt waxed too, I snatched up
my clothes and ran.
After all the energy and cash I’ve
put into my bikini area, I have to
question why “boyzilians” aren’t
more popular. Men think Brazilians
are sexy. I think “boyzilians” are only
fair. Why shouldn’t guys be expected
to wax?
If anything, women shouldn’t be
made to have to bushwhack our way
through a jungle just to please a man.
It should be thought of as common
courtesy. And since guys are usually hairier than girls, shouldn’t they
need more grooming? It’s actually a
plus for the guy if you think about
it: saves us the trouble of having to
search for your prized possession,
and we can all get the job done more
efficiently.
If men and women are to be truly
equal in the dating game, then the
demand for a clean playground
should go both ways. Recently, it
seems that both men and women
are catching on. Many of the more
upscale spas and salons offer
“boyzilians” alongside their female
counterparts.
Maybe this could be the start of
a trend. Just like how women will
see KELLY, page 4
Tianyao Kelly may be reached at
Tianyao.kelly@tufts.edu.
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Big televisions make for comfortable hangout spaces
DORMS
continued from page 3

more on student dorm rooms. In spite of raised
tuition and an increasing cost of living, college
freshmen and their families spent an average of
$1,112.62 on dorm supplies for the 2006 school
year, according to the NRF study.
But living in luxury doesn’t necessarily mean
breaking the bank. Down the hall from Digon,
surround sound speakers rumble gently in a
dark room. There, sophomore Brad Ricketson
has created his own flat-screen monitor out of
a movie projector for a fraction of the cost.
“We used hooks to put a regular pull-down
screen over the windows ... and then we hooked
up an X-Box and a VCR to the projector and
brought in some speakers,” Ricketson said. “It’s
great for movies.”
Ricketson said the system was easy to find
and didn’t cost much. It projects games, movies
and television onto a large screen at the back
of the room, positioned perfectly in front of his
roommate’s futon.
“It’s great when we get a chance to watch the
sports games, and we also really like playing
Madden 2006 when it takes up the whole wall,”

he said.
For Ricketson, his living quarters are now a
more social place.
“We have people coming in here all the
time to ask us about it, or sometimes we just
hear whispers outside when we’re watching
a movie,”he said. “My friends and I almost
always hang out in here because of the setup.”
Ricketson’s friend, sophomore Geoff Kramer,
agreed. “If I’m in the building, I’m usually in
this room,” Kramer said as he lounged on
Ricketson’s bed watching a larger-than-life
football game. “I basically spend all of my time
here and just sleep in my room.”
Digon
says he’s experienced the same surge in popularity as Ricketson.
“As sad as it is, when you do buy a TV like
this, your number of friends increases drastically. People walk by and see your TV, and
then they come in and introduce themselves
to you,” Digon said. “It’s not that they like you
because of your stuff — the TV just makes a
good conversation starter.”
Chiumenti agreed with Digon.
“The best part is that my room works as a
great pre-party room. It’s too small to have a

real party, but it’s a great place for us to hang
out,” he said. “It’s nice to have a place to bring
people when we need somewhere to go, like
one of those nights when nothing’s happening
on campus and all the parties get broken up by
11:30.”
For Digon, though, there can also be downsides to having such luxurious amenities —
namely, that he never wants to leave.
“It definitely keeps me from doing a lot of
homework, and sometimes I’ll stay here to lie
around watching TV instead of going out,” he
said. “It’s always a struggle between going to see
my friends to watch a movie on someone else’s
mediocre TV and just staying home to watch
the movie from my bed.”
“I usually end up going out though,” Digon
added. “It just takes longer to get out of my
room.”
Chiumenti said he occasionally had similar
problems, but that overall his posh dorm is
a plus. “I spend a lot of time in my room just
hanging out, so it’s nice that it’s comfortable,”
he said. “It’s not too distracting, and I’m a senior
so I’ve been able to get all of my work done.”
“Well,” he added with a laugh, “most of it.”

A lengthy but rewarding journey for a motivated Robinson
ROBINSON
continued from page 3

After receiving help from Habitat for
Humanity, Robinson said, the woman can
now watch her children ride neighborhooddonated bicycles around the block.
Through experiences like this, Robinson said
she learned that the issue of affordable housing
is more complicated than most people realize.
“These people work hard, and they learn
how to be members of society by paying bills
and managing their homes. A lot of these
people have, somewhere along the line, had
problems with that,” Robinson said. “As they’re
helping to build the houses, they learn how
much work went into it, and it teaches them
a lot about how to maintain their own house. I
know I learned a lot about that.”
Robinson said she also learned a lot about
herself from the experience of biking across the
country.
“I remember when we [biked] our first

mountains in West Virginia,” she said. “I hated
West Virginia so much and wanted it to not be
part of the United States anymore.”
But slowly, Robinson said, she began to
appreciate parts of America she had never
expected to enjoy. Somewhere between the
Wizard of Oz Museum, which Robinson
described as “just creepy,” and the world’s largest ball of twine, she started seeing the trip in a
different light.
“My favorite state was Kansas, which
sounds ridiculous to most people,” Robinson
said. “There would be stretches of miles where
everything in every direction was gold, and the
wind blowing on the wheat would make it look
like water. The sky was so perfectly blue, and it
was so beautiful.”
And while the trip was hard, Robinson said,
it was equally rewarding.
“I remember biking up Trail Ridge Road
in the Rocky Mountains, which is the highest
continuously paved road in the United States,”

she said. “As we got near the top, we started
stopping every mile — then every half mile,
and then every quarter mile, and then every
tenth of a mile. It was so hard — probably our
steepest climb — and the air was thin. But
when you got the top it was so amazing; you
could see everything.”
By the time the trip ended, Robinson had
enjoyed herself so much that finishing became
bittersweet.
“When we finally rode into Cannon Beach,
we were all really excited to finally have made
it, but, at that point, we were realizing that
some people [members of the Bike and Build
crew] were leaving the next day,” she said.
That feeling, Robinson said, has made her
sure that this trip won’t be her last with Bike
and Build.
“It really sparked an interest in me about the
issue of affordable housing,” she said. “I definitely want to go back and lead another trip as
soon as I can.”
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Boys: premature
baldness is not
such a bad thing
KELLY
continued from page 3

buy themselves lingerie as presents for their partners, maybe men
will start treating themselves to a
little deforestation for us women.
Wishful thinking? It might not be
so outrageous, because last time I
checked, back and chest waxing are
already old news. The waxing frontier might just be expanding to the
south.
As much as it seems like I’m campaigning for bald genitalia for the
entire human race, I am aware that
people have different preferences.
If the free-spirit, all-natural way
of life is your choice, cheers, my
friend. Enjoy it.
I also understand that deciding
to go completely bald in your most
sensitive area is frightening. I still
get jitters when I’m sitting in the
waiting room. For men, waxing your
family jewels is probably last on
the list of things you want to do
next to vasectomies. I don’t honestly expect all men and women
to spend money inflicting pain on
themselves. A completely naked
penis would probably look strange
anyways.
But as general common courtesy,
we should at least seriously consider trimming. Boys, pigsty dorm
rooms aren’t going to turn girls on,
so don’t expect your Amazon rainforest to get you laid.
For those of you who have yet to
brave the Brazilian (or the boyzilian), it’s really not as bad after the
first time. A little tip: hard wax actually hurts less, and you don’t have
to deal with the uncomfortable
stickiness afterwards. If that’s not
convincing enough, rumor has it
that sex actually feels better with a
Brazilian. (Or a boyzilian!)
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CONCERT PREVIEW

Cursive brings noisy, cathartic road show to Somerville
BY

MIKEY GORALNIK

Daily Editorial Board

Many of the music pantheon’s favorite bands are terrible live, and that’s
okay. For example, Aphex Twin’s show

Cursive
Saturday at 8 p.m. in the
Somerville Theatre
55 Davis Square, Somerville
Tickets $18

is as exciting as doing your taxes while
watching C-SPAN on mute, but it’s
totally safe to call him one of the most
important musicians of the decade. His
work is defined by ambient tones and
dense textures that are intended for
a cozy chair and big headphones, so
being disappointed by a slow Aphex
Twin show is like watching a boxing
match and being upset by the violence.
Nonetheless, when your band’s
schtick is pain and/or suffering, inner
demons and emotional catharsis, you
had better have a good live show. If a
band has built a career out of melodies that wildly careen out of control
and vocals abrasive enough to grate
cheese, it cannot be content to play its
songs and call it a night. Even thrashing
around on stage is not enough. By definition, active, dynamic music needs to
be active and dynamic live or it fails.
By this rubric, Omaha’s Cursive is
one of the best live bands on the planet.
see CURSIVE, page 7

BILL SITZMANN

Cursive takes a stand against conventionality by dressing to defy the environment, whether it’s a park or Somerville Theater.

ALBUM REVIEW

John-of-all-trades Mayer struggles to find niche
BY

GRANT BEIGHLEY

Contributing Writer

These days, it’s hard to find anyone who just downright hates John
Mayer. He is popular enough to be on

Continuum
John Mayer

Sony Records

“Chappelle’s Show” and skilled enough
to jam with the legendary likes of Buddy
Guy, B.B King, Eric Clapton, and Herbie
Hancock. Let’s face it: the ladies just
love to see those faces he makes while
playing guitar.
For the past year and a half, the
Berklee School of Music alum worked
and toured with his side project, The
John Mayer Trio, which featured Mayer
on guitar, Steve Jordan on drums and

Pino Palladino on bass. This group,
based mainly in blues and rock ‘n’ roll,
departed from his acoustic songwriting
and allowed him to stretch out and let
loose his electric guitar chops,which,
surprisingly enough, are not too shabby.
The Trio released a live album entitled “Try!” in late 2005 with marginal
success.
Over the spring and summer of 2006,
John holed up with Trio buddies Pino
and Steve and began work on his fourth
studio album, “Continuum.” The album
takes a good look at the past of John
Mayer and makes some small steps forward.
The fact that Mayer stuck with his
blues-based bosom buddies for the
recording of “Continuum” says volumes, namely that the album would
have more soul than anything previously recorded with foreign studio
musicians sitting in. Two tracks from

“Try!” got the re-working treatment on
“Continuum,” meshing the identities of
the John Mayer Trio and the solo artist
behind the name.
“Continuum”’s first single and opening track “Waiting on the World to
Change” is an upbeat, repetitive, radiofriendly tune that rapidly gets old. The
music video, which will surely be full
of positive, “we can change the world”
messages, basically writes itself, but
the song longs for real meaning behind
the soulful, Motown-inspired organ
and vibes.
Fortunately, the album only improves
from there. “Belief” reveals the darker
side of the happy-go-lucky Mayer, one
that is afraid that the world will never
fully right itself. “We’re never going to
stop the war/ We’re never going to beat
this/ If belief is what we’re fighting for,”
the heartthrob croons. Genre buddy
see MAYER, page 7

KATIE FRIESEMA/JOHNMAYER.COM

Belting out bluesy tunes, John Mayer’s emotional pain manifests itself physically.

TV REVIEW

ABC dramedy makes life complicated
BY

RACHEL CHARATAN
Contributing Writer

In the realm of television, it’s usually
impossible to focus on one entertainment style for long periods of time.

Brothers and Sisters
Starring Sally Field, Calista Flockhart,
Ron Rifkin
Airs Sundays at 10 p.m. on ABC

ABC

What better way to show tension between siblings than to ... look down?

To combat this epidemic, television
writers and producers have recently
created the jam-packed, tear-jerking
genre of “dramedy.” These shows have
more plot in their pilots than most successful programs have in an entire season; the new ABC show “Brothers and
Sisters” is a prime example of one of
these over-dramatic and ridiculously

over-developed dramedies.
“Brothers and Sisters” focuses on
the Los Angeles-based Walker family,
with now-New Yorker Kitty (Calista
Flockhart), a budding 38-year-old
political commentator, at the forefront
of the family portrait — a family portrait that includes no less than five
siblings.
Her older sister Sarah (Rachel
Griffiths) is experiencing marital troubles and struggles to keep her work
and family life intact. Sarah and her
husband have not been doing much
“touching” as of late, a not-so-subtle foreshadowing of his repressed
homosexuality, something that should
surface in the next few weeks in an
attempt to shock viewers.
Youngest sibling Justin (Dave
see BROTHERS, page 7
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Enjoy tortured songwriting and comfy seats with
Cursive’s live show Saturday at Somerville Theater
CURSIVE
continued from page 5

On stage, the four-piece, who will play
at the Somerville Theater on Saturday
night at 8 p.m., somehow manages to
both maintain its tempestuous mix
of liquid rhythms, searing, guitar-led
melodies, and explosive vocals and still
deliver precise, fully intelligible performances.
Part of this phenomenon is attributable to experience. Debuting in
1997, Cursive has quite simply played
so many shows that the band knows
how best to play its songs. Still, much
more of this phenomenon is rooted in
Cursive’s consummate musicianship.
Since Cursive’s debut, drummer Clint
Schnase, bassist Matt Maginn, guitarist Ted Stevens, and guitarist/vocalist
Tim Kasher have virtually immunized
themselves from getting tagged as an

“emo” or “screamo” band by using their
instruments in myriad and creative
ways. Unlike similarly noisy and emotive bands, Cursive drastically varies
song structures and tempos — occasionally within one song — and has
hollowed out a sound that is distinctly
its own.
This is particularly true of Schnase,
who drums like he isn’t content to
just keep time. On “Lament of Pretty
Baby” from 2000’s “Domestica,” his taut
rhythms keep Kasher’s climactic confessions from peaking too soon, but
his wild fills ensure that they peak high
enough.
Perhaps, unfortunately, in what has
to be one of the most bizarre venue
choices in recent memory, this loud,
chaotic, seasoned quartet has chosen
the intimate Somerville Theater to
host the only Boston-area date on their

tour in support of this year’s “Happy
Hollow.” The 92-year-old venue, which
has also hosted quiet evenings with
Sufjan Stevens, Devendra Banhart and
Tortoise, does not seem like an appropriate place to see Cursive.
The acoustics are good and the stage
is relatively low, but the seats are fixed
to the ground; so much for dancing
the pain away. Also, half of the audience has to sit on a balcony; so much
for rubbing elbows with like-minded
strangers.
Still, a band this good — both on
record and on the stage — has certainly earned the benefit of the doubt.
Feel safe in assuming that someone
in the band’s camp knew what they
were doing when they decided on the
Somerville. In the end, for performers
as good as the members of Cursive, it
doesn’t really matter where they play.

BILL SITZMANN

Cursive breaks out the jazz hands, promising
a good show Saturday.

Family matters make ‘Brothers and Sisters’ too overwhelming to enjoy
BROTHERS
continued from page 5

Annable), perhaps the most
intriguing child, is a potsmoking veteran of the war
in Afghanistan and an embarrassment to most of the family. Unfortunately, the captivating Justin becomes a vehicle through which the show
addresses post-Sept. 11 concerns and questions as whether or not a bipartisan family
can function.
Tommy (Balthazar Getty),
with his average girlfriend,
is the most normal sibling
of all, while Kevin (Matthew
Rhys) is the gay son accepted
by his family but still insecure around his mother. This
family’s matriarch, Nora (Sally
Field), cares for her family but
misleads them, refusing to reconcile a tumultuous relationship with her daughter with
whom she has not spoken for
years.
Lastly, there is the father,
William ( Tom Skerritt), who,
despite his old age, is conducting an exciting affair and
Uncle Saul (Ron Rifkin), the
money-laundering head honcho of the family business.
With this complex web of
characters, the first half hour
of the show involves sex and
thinly veiled innuendo.
Somehow, almost every family member has a current lover,
an ex-lover and a future lover.
The scenes from next week’s

episode promise even more
drama with just five intriguing
words: “I wish I was dead!”
With this intricate plotline,
“Brothers and Sisters” should
be constantly surprising, yet it
manages to defy this expectation. The show is both melodramatic in its premise and
excruciatingly predictable in
its dialogue. More than once,
the average viewer can easily guess what the next line
will be. While this may be a
confidence boost for viewers at home, it soon becomes
monotonous and watching
begins to feel like a chore.
Co-creator and writer Jon
Robin Baitz hasn’t honed his
TV writing skills; if the lines
were predictable but wellwritten, one could forgive,
but alas, the cliches come at
you full-force during the first
60 minutes of “Brothers and
Sisters,” a bad sign for the rest
of the season to come.
The show still manages
some strong performances.
Flockhart and Field do the
best that they can with their
ridiculous lines, and Rifkin
and Skerritt are able actors,
which is to be expected, (any
“Alias” fan knows how talented Rifkin can be on the small
screen). The other cast members do not stand out or, in
Griffith’s case, are lacking in
talent and give no depth to
what should be profound and
emotional scenes.

Mayer sheds awkward years
MAYER
continued from page 5

Ben Harper lends his skills on
guitar, and the track leaves
the listener feeling pleasantly
doleful.
The two most impressive
cuts are hidden in the middle
of the record, gems to find as
you listen through the album
as a whole. A re-recorded John
Mayer Trio song, “Vultures,” is
the first of the two. With a cool,
jazzy riff backing the track and
Mayer staying in falsetto for
more than half of the song, it’s
reminiscent of ‘70s soul — by
a white guy from Connecticut.
A small solo, among Mayer’s
career best, reminds us that he
can play a mean guitar, but it
does not last long enough to
edge on complacency, a line
John has walked before.
The
real
showstopper,
though, is “Stop This Train,” an
acoustic number that reminds
the audience why John Mayer
was so famous in the first
place - he’s a damn good song-

writer. The finger-picked guitar melody is vaguely evocative
of the song “3x5” off Mayer’s
breakout album, “Room for
Squares” (2001), but has a new
blues-tinged feel that reveals
itself after subsequent listens.
The song pensively reflects on
the process of aging, but again
with a somber tone rather than
one of enthusiasm.
John Mayer has had his stroll
through the halls of his high
school, he’s had time to wait for
his fuse to dry, and he’s warned
men that they are gods to the
daughters of the world. Now
Mayer must choose whether he
wants to continue writing wellconceived acoustic love songs
or strive for virtuoso accolades
that may never be reached.
With “Continuum,” Mayer
seems undecided as to his own
future, swaying between pop
masterpieces and B-rate blues.
Perhaps his words in “Stop
This Train” are all too true:
“So scared of getting older/ I’m
only good at being young.”

ABC

Just two of too many actors and actresses from ABC’s new “Brothers and Sisters” are pictured above, seeming
staring poorly written lines in the face.
Every show needs a bit of
drama, but so many plots with
so many characters are overwhelming. One needs a family tree simply to sort out one
brunette brother from the
next. All families have some

hectic moments and confusing experiences, but it seems
unrealistic for there to be so
many in such a short time.
“7th Heaven,” the sappy, painfully over-the-top WB (may
you rest in peace) dramedy

had a similar dysfunctional
dynamic.
The majority of siblings do
fight and have serious differences, but these “Brothers and
Sisters” go through too much
dysfunction in too little time.
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While much attention has been
paid to the innovative and eco-friendly Sophia-Gordon Hall, it seems as
though Carmichael Hall, one of the
University’s oldest dormitories, has
been left to rot on the top of the hill.
Only three weeks into the fall
semester, leaks in the building’s roof
shook some fifth floor residents with
a threat of eviction and left them with
jury-rigged accommodations for the
year.
While the administration should be
commended for listening to students
in this situation, the larger problem,
concerns with deferred maintenance,
is still affecting students across campus.
These inadequacies are only glaringly more obvious as a result of the
recent acclaim for the comparatively
palatial Sophia Gordon Hall.
As evinced by the latest incidences
in Carmichael, one cannot help but
wonder that older dorms have been
left to the wayside despite the hoopla

surrounding Sophia Gordon.
Students and residents alike must
let those at the Office of Residential
Life (ORLL) know that they can no
longer put their eggs in one basket: it
is unreasonable for the standards of
living to vary so greatly between two
separate dormitories on campus.
The ORLL cannot use the recent
fury of publicity surrounding the
senior residency to cover up for what
has become increasingly unsuitable
housing on campus.
A month after Sophia Gordon
opened its doors to new residents,
the ORLL must now concentrate its
energies on improving older dorms
instead of enhancing new ones.
There is no doubt that sufficient
routine maintenance of the building’s
roofing and structure would have
caught such severe damage before it
aversely affected so many.
To even contemplate shifting students from one residency to another
just weeks into the new term is unac-

ceptable.
While efforts have been made to
decrease the number of students
involved with the move, the ORLL
now has new challenges to face.
Although living space will be
changed into a triple room for the
remaining students who must move,
Carmichael residents may now be
deprived of a valuable common area.
Furthermore, for safety reasons,
one must also ask whether or not the
decision to leave students into the
rooms in question was a wise decision and if it was made in haste.
The administration would do well
to get to the bottom of this problem
as soon as possible, and work proactively on maintenance to keep the
facilities in top shape.
Students shouldn’t expect the palatial penthouses that some schools
now offer, but should have the right to
live comfortably in serviceable, pleasant facilities that befit the world-class
education this institution offers.
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Last week, Chase promoted student
credit cards with free rides around campus on bicycle carts. This week, students
will be able try on Levi’s jeans in Kogan
Plaza for a shot to be the brand’s next
model.
Corporate advertising helps to attract
students and earn revenue for universities, but these displays highlight a trend
toward the commercialization of higher
education. Administrators should use
caution when facilitating marketing
extravaganzas that have the potential to
erode the GW educational experience.
Major corporations have tapped into
the college demographic, usually students with more credit than they can pay
back or access to their parents’ cash.
Yahoo recently offered to purchase
Facebook in a multimillion-dollar deal.
In August, MTV’s parent company purchased Y2M: Youth Media and Marketing
Networks, which represents a number of
college newspapers around the country,
including The GW Hatchet.
With increasing commercialization
on campus, colleges and universities
must pay attention to the fact that this
phenomenon may become a dangerous

trend that could erode the main purposes of college - a strong education and
a sense of community.
Ostensibly, the ivory tower is an institution that is independent of society’s
whims and fads. Classically, college is
a place where young people can come
to objectively discover the fundamental
truths that underlie their respective disciplines. Students are also able to participate in a unique and cohesive campus
culture that provides stable ground for
entry into the real world.
An inordinate presence of commercial
sponsors and corporate interests on campus may prevent students from focusing
on the true endeavor of independent
learning. While this sort of advertising has not yet entered the classroom,
sponsorships all around campus provide
a distraction from the principles and
lessons learned in class. An economics
course discussion on credit could easily
be influenced when the student leaves
the class to find a booth managed by a
major credit card company.
It would be unreasonable to assume
that a college campus should be free of
any activities that do not contribute to
some scholarly end. It is essential, however, that these extracurricular events
serve to benefit a university’s communi-

ty culture or spirit. A product expo held
by a major cellular phone provider could
hardly contribute to campus life in the
same way that a sporting event or staged
play would.
In considering the future influence
of corporate America at GW, University
administrators should look to avoid
a trend that erodes the academic and
community aspects of higher education.
In picking which commercial events
come to campus, GW should look to
those that allow for students to get
engaged. For example, a number of
business students would certainly be
interested in administering a new corporation’s campus advertising campaign.
Such an opportunity could help benefit
students while allowing for a revenue
boost.
As corporate America and higher education come closer together, GW and
its fellow institutions across the nation
should be careful of excessive commercialization. While students may be
wooed by MTV’s or Levi’s visit to campus, the long-term effects of such occurrences, if they are permitted to spread
exponentially, could spell danger for the
true mission of colleges and universities.
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Balloons...Friend or foe?

G

abrielle Green is scared of balloons. Big ones. “I see the balloon, and it’s very big, and

I’m like, ‘Oh my God, it’s gonna pop,’” she
says.

CORBIS

Name-calling will not change administration
BY LISA GRANSHAW
At the recent meeting of the United
Nations, everyone was expecting President
Ahmadinejad of Iran to dominate the press
and to be the loudest critic of the United
States in front of the General Assembly.
However, the person to make the biggest
splash last week was not the president of
Iran, but rather President Hugo Chávez of
Venezuela.
So what exactly did Chávez say? At the
podium, Chávez, referring to President
Bush’s earlier appearance said, “The devil
came here yesterday, right here. It smells of
sulfur still today, this table I am now standing in front of.”
Despite the fact that Chávez’s comment was not very creative and not as
sophisticated as President Ahmadinejad’s
lecture, the comment prompted horrified
gasps and giggles all around the General
Assembly. The sad part is that there were
quite a few half-hidden smiles and genuine
chuckles.
One can make the argument that these
reactions are a result of the Bush administration’s foreign policy. There is no question
that, since Sept. 11, the United States has
taken an understandably more aggressive
stance, but the results have been upsetting
a lot of countries.
Sure, there were probably better ways of
going about it, like making sure you were

not defending the invasion of a country
based on false information and isolating all
of your allies — but no one can change that
now.
One has to look past Chávez’s words
to see a new threat forming from antiAmericanism, and, this time, it is not in the
form of new terrorists.
Two weeks ago in Havana, a group of
118 countries met (including Venezuela,
Iran, North Korea and Syria) to discuss
Iran’s rights in the nuclear debate and, no
doubt, to discuss the overbearing United
States. Now there is the threat of these
countries working more closely together
on the world stage to make life tough for
America. Not only will this make reversing
anti-American feelings around the world
more difficult, but it will make achieving
any of our goals much harder.
The President contributed to the beginning of this war of insults. He didn’t think
ahead when using ultimatums (“with us or
against us”) and calling countries part of an
“axis of evil.” Now, America is going to have
a hard time keeping its influence around
the world with all these countries continually pecking away at its reputation.
People also rose to defend the United
States against the devil comment. Politicians
on both sides of the aisle denounced the
comments, and some made a point of
highlighting the fact that Mr. Chávez was
allowed to say what he wanted because he
could exercise free speech, one of the great

liberties in America. One aid to Ambassador
Bolton stated that Chávez could exercise
that right anywhere in the United States,
and that it was sad that Chávez would not
give that right to his own people.
Mr. Chávez took the aid’s advice (ignoring the part about giving the right to his
own people) while in Harlem, where he
called the President an “ex-alcoholic” who
tried to walk “like John Wayne.”
And the United States response? Detain
Foreign Minister Maduro of Venezuela at
the airport until a “mistake” was cleared up.
Mr. Chávez’s clever rebuttal: “This is a
provocation from Mr. Devil,” and that Bush
was now out to kill him as revenge for
the devil remark. Fidel Castro was also
outraged, and Minister Maduro wants the
United Nation to look into the incident.
America’s problems seem to be piling
up in the world and our influence slowly
slipping away. One might think that would
lead to a re-thinking of our foreign policy
but our current administration is nothing
but single-mindedly stubborn, refusing to
change anything no matter what evidence
appears to show that the current ways are
not working.
As the chuckles about our president
being the devil show, this means feelings
abroad about America will not be warming
up any time soon.

Lisa Granshaw is a sophomore who
has not yet declared a major.
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General ed. courses are ‘generally’ irrelevant
BY

LUCAS POLLOCK

Take a look back through the courses
you’ve sat through in your tenure at the
University. No, not the ones for your major;
those other ones: the random entries on
your transcript, the ones that make you
say, “Yeah I did take that.” These are your
general education classes; the classes you
had no choice but pay for and take.
Typically, general education courses
share a common quality in their ultimate
irrelevance to post-grad employment. The
University’s current requirements are not

structured to adequately prepare students
for today’s competitive and specialized job
markets. We end up spreading the supplementary academics too thin.
If the University wishes to improve its
academic reputation nationally, which is
something it should seriously focus on
doing, it should reform its general education policies in a way that educates students to be competitive in the job market.
The greater the number of professional,
accomplished and influential alumni
there are who represent the University
in top-ranking jobs, the more attractive
and marketable the University will be to

prospective students and faculty alike. It’s
in all of our best interests to boost the
esteem, quality and credibility of this institution, adding value to our educations.
Employers are looking for developed
skills, knowledge, and experience in job
candidates, wanting to hire people out
of college who have backgrounds with
consistency and depth in their coursework. When trying to land a good job, it
is much more beneficial for a graduating student to have time and experience
invested into academic or trade areas
of focus, rather than a wide breadth of
general education courses.

VIEWPOINTS POLICY The Viewpoints section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. Viewpoints
welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community. Opinion articles on campus, national, and international issues can be roughly 700 to 1000 words in
length. Editorial cartoons are also welcome. All material is subject to editorial discretion, and is not guaranteed to appear in The Tufts Daily. All material should be
submitted by no later than 1 p.m. on the day prior to the desired day of publication. Material may be submitted via e-mail (viewpoints@tuftsdaily.com) or in hard-copy
form at The Tufts Daily in the basement of Curtis Hall. Questions and concerns should be directed to the Viewpoints editor. The opinions expressed in the Viewpoints
section do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Tufts Daily itself.

We will call it balloonpopophobia— and it
is very real. Recently, in a completely made up
poll, 76.8% of college freshmen admit to having
been scared, at some point in their life, that a
balloon was going to pop.
If you were in attendance at the freshman
orientation banquet and you are a baloonpopophobe, chances are you were pretty freaked out
when thousands of balloons rained down from
the Gantcher ceiling.
“Oh shit,” Green thought, “I won’t be able
to escape. The gunshots were going off and I
couldn’t do anything.”
Balloons are such an integral part of our
celebrations as Americans. On Independence
Day, one sees patriotic balloons everywhere.
On birthdays, balloons typically mark the mailboxes of those individuals who are one year
closer to dying. At weddings, balloons line the
path husbands and wives take to a lifetime of
incarceration. Why?
For some reason, human beings from birth,
are completely fascinated by expanded, heliumfilled, plastic. I wonder what an anthropologist
would say about the balloon:
A festive marker of any celebration, the
roundness of the balloons and their presence at
any social event is indicative of American’s love
for all things round. This may explain the recent
influx in obesity, but until the test results come
back we can’t be quite sure...
Maybe we need to be a little more sensitive to
the balloonpopophobes out there. “When I’m
walking through malls and I see those clowns
making balloon animals and putting them on
kids’ heads, I walk the other way,” says Green.
I asked her if the noise of balloons twisting
bothers her more than the actual presence of
the balloon. “Of course it does,” she responds,
“that’s one of the scariest things.” And boy is
she right— twisting is the fourth most common
cause of balloon poppage across the continental US.
The third most common cause is atmospheric pressure, which would not bother
Green because the balloon would be too high
to be heard popping. Tied with atmospheric
pressure is over-inflation. “If I saw someone
over-inflating a balloon, I would ask them to
please stop. Otherwise, I’d just have to leave the
room.”
Grass, second most common, pops an average of 30 million balloons a year. That is enough
popped balloons to fill Gantcher and three
semis.
The number-one balloon killer, however, is
Dick Clark, who, on New Year’s Day wanders
through Times Square popping millions of balloons completely on his own. I think this is the
secret to his astounding longevity.
We can all rest assured knowing that balloons
will not be nestling their measly little selves anywhere near Green any time soon. When asked
if she has any hope of ever getting over her
phobia, Green said “I don’t know if you can find
hope with balloons. They’re always going to be
there, so you just have educate people about
the dangers of balloon-popping and hope that
people can understand and respect this serious
problem.”
Balloonpopophobia is a far more common
phobia than I had ever imagined— within the
time that I sat there, on the cold floor of Green’s
room, two other people have admitted to being
baloonpopophobes, and one individual proudly admitted to being a popper of balloons.
While balloons will continue to inflate and
pop a trillion more times in my lifetime, we can
only hope that this world will become a little
more Balloonpopophobe friendly.
Olivia Teytelbaum is a freshman who has
not yet declared a major.
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Patriotism does not preclude
learning from our mistakes
BY

KEVIN SESOCK

Pariotism is, according to most dictionaries, love of country. So, by extension, one may
love their country when they are patriotic.
The trouble is, a young, immature love
is passionate without any degree of desire
for positive growth. And yes, that means
change, for all you stodgy, set-in-stone fogies
who can’t figure out that our Constitution,
our laws and our very perceptions of Pax
Americana were designed to morph every
decade or two.
In a nutshell, I’m a bleeding-heart, treehuggin’, left-wing liberal. I don’t hate America.
I love it. But I love it and want it to improve.
As a service to my country, I opt for inspiring intelligent discourse. Or at least humorous discourse, as anyone who has read a
column or two by me should know. OK, we’ll
call it what it is: I write a lot of cynical leftwing hackery under the thin veneer of humor
and hope nobody notices.
But, to return to the point, I love this
country. I’m here to stay and I’m going to
try to help, whether you want me to or
not. Therefore, I’m going to point out our
country’s flaws with the hopes that we learn
from our lessons, but not because I hate
America. After all, “those who ignore history
are doomed to repeat it. Those who study
history are doomed to know it’s repeating”
(source unknown, but troubled).
In 1941 Pearl Harbor was attacked by the
Japanese, pulling America into World War II,
ending an isolationist ideal that had opposed
entering the war, for economic, philosophical and sociopolitical reasons.
If America had not been trying to isolate
itself, we would have probably joined in and
brought the Axis powers to their end before
they had a chance to grow and gain so much
power. Not to mention preventing the loss of
life.
Sixty years later, during an imperialistic

phase of our sociopolitical methodology, we
were attacked again. We went overboard,
attacking not one, but two, countries, one
of which had nothing to do with the attack
(at least according to President George
“Nuqular” Bush). In so doing we have polarized the Middle East against us, including
Iran, Libya and Palestine, and squandered
our limited military resources when we will
most likely need them in a serious way very
soon.
I’m not so much of a peacenik that I’m saying we should never go to war. But I’m not so
much of a warmonger that I think we need to
bomb the bejesus out of anyone who looks at
us funny or calls our mother fat.
We need to find a happy middle and stay
there for a change. Did Afghanistan deserve
an invasion? Of course it did. We needed to
remove the Taliban and capture Bin Laden
(both of which have failed to happen, especially seeing as the Taliban is slowly returning
to power in Afghanistan like a slow cancer).
Was it then right for us to attack a country
that had nothing to do with it? Right, maybe;
wise, maybe not. Few people will deny
Hussein is a jerk, and he wasn’t doing anyone any favors over there, except for maybe
himself. Does that mean we ignore our own
needs at home, what with Katrina and Rita?
With our own nightmarishly complex security problems in transportation that need to
be fixed and our economy still sluggish and
new jobs being outsourced overseas? I could
go on.
We can only help the world if we help ourselves as well. We need to do both, and the
goal is to find balance between the two. We
can’t save the entire world, and we certainly
can’t do it if pieces of ourselves are getting
blown away by hurricanes or suffering from
economic runaway.
To quote Leo Rosten, “Rome wasn’t burned
in a day.” Here’s to hoping we can quit arguing about which fire extinguisher to use and
actually put out the flames before they engulf
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Poverty rates rise in many suburbs, according to new figures
BY SARA OLKON
AND DARNELL LITTLE

McClatchy Tribune

Bertha Mares, a mother of four,
has neither a job nor a husband. A
quiet pragmatism settled over her
on a recent afternoon as she waited
20 minutes for a food pantry in
Cicero to open its doors.
Eventually, the 30-year-old
widow left with a plastic sack of
groceries: canned chicken breast,
soup, Hamburger Helper, Triscuits
and mashed potatoes. Mares relies
on this sort of aid, along with food
stamps and $1,200 a month in
Social Security benefits.
At a time of relative prosperity
in the region, Mares is poor, and
used to it. For her, seeking handme-downs and help from relatives
is part of the routine.
More and more, census data
suggests, rising poverty rates are
tied to the growing movement of
immigrants and minorities, especially Hispanics, to the suburbs.
In Cicero, Hispanics grew from
77 percent of the population in
2000 to 85 percent in 2005, while
the town’s poverty rate rose from
15.5 percent to 19 percent. And the
poverty rate among just Hispanics
was even higher last year, at 20 percent.
It is not a lack of jobs, but the
influx of a largely low-skilled workforce trying to find its way in a
service economy that explains the
shift, said Paul Jargowsky, an associate professor of political economy
at the University of Texas at Dallas
who tracks poverty rates around
the country.
Several studies in recent years
indicate that pattern is playing out
in communities across the country, both in inner-ring suburbs and,
to a lesser degree, some wealthier
towns.
The recent census figures show
the poverty rate in suburban Cook

County, Ill., rose to 8.2 percent in
2005, up from 6.4 percent in 1999.
The figure was 5.3 percent in 1989.
“It’s big families and a lot of people who don’t have tons of education,” said Cris Pope, director of
the Interfaith Leadership Project in
Cicero. “That dictates what kinds of
jobs they can get.”
Jobs like the one Sergio
Guadarrama works, if he can. Most
days, the 32-year-old native of
Mexico City begins his day perched
by the roadside leading to the
Home Depot on Cicero Avenue.
He and a dozen or so other day
laborers jockey for the chance to
install drywall or repair a roof for
a stranger. On a good day — when
a contractor pays him as promised
— he can make $130.
Bad days are not surprising.
Never mind that few contractors
provide worker’s compensation or
other benefits.
“Nothing is secure here,” said
Guadarrama, who tucked his
curly brown hair under a Chicago
Blackhawks cap. He has worked the
last five years as a temporary hired
hand.
With his wife and two children
nearby in their $650-per-month
Cicero apartment, a few days of
shorted wages or heavy rain could
spell big trouble.
The allure of more affordable
housing in a nice setting is a major
drawing card for many suburbs,
but even in a blue-collar town like
Cicero, the prices are high enough
to drive some to extremes.
David Boyle, a community activist who has lived in Cicero since
1982, said he has seen single-family homes house as many as 20
people.
“You can walk into almost any
bungalow in Cicero and you will
find that the front room and dining
room are crowded with mattresses,” he said. “The landlords have
figured out that they can charge

ANTONIO PEREZ/ MCT

Nina Valdez (left) and her sister, Bertha Mares, of Cicero, Ill., unload bags of groceries they received from the
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese on Aug. 31.

Recess looms, but Congress to finish work
BY

BARBARA BARRETT
McClatchy Tribune

With less than a week before Congress
begins its fall recess, Sen. Arlen Specter said
he doesn’t expect much action on the terrorism interrogation bill that’s attracted so
much attention.
Or on the bill regarding President Bush’s
secret surveillance program.
Or on comprehensive immigration
reform.
Specter, a Pennsylvania Republican
and the chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, sees a heavy congressional agenda but little hope for completing it this week
as Republicans head home to concentrate on
retaining control of the Senate and the House
of Representatives in the November 7 elections.
“We’re unlikely to finish up very much,
and we’ve got a lot to do,” Specter said in a
speech Monday at the National Press Club.
“I’ve never seen so much work left to do.”
All three pieces of legislation came through
the Judiciary Committee, and each has met
with complicated opposition and drawn-out
negotiations.
On Sunday, Specter came out against the
compromise on interrogating suspected terrorists that the White House finally worked
out with Sen. John McCain of Arizona.
McCain and his fellow Republican Sens.
John Warner of Virginia and Lindsey Graham
of South Carolina argued that Bush’s initial plan might run afoul of the Geneva
Conventions, which protect prisoners of war
against torture. Bush has said that he wants
to be able to use tough “alternative interrogation methods” to pry information from
possible terrorists.
Specter opposed a clause in the compromise that, for some suspects, would remove
the protections of habeas corpus, a tradition

year-old school uniforms, but the
clothes must do for now.
They still owe $68,000 on the
four-bedroom home they bought
in 1995. With food, clothes and utilities, that leaves little wiggle room
for household repairs.
Sometimes Rebecca Roque, who
volunteers at a nearby Salvation
Army church, is able to take home
leftovers. Trips to McDonald’s or
Old Country Buffet are saved for
very special occasions — at most
four times a year.
The Roques look forward to the
day when their oldest will contribute to the household and their
youngest is in school, so Rebecca

$150 a month for a little baby mattress for an adult male.”
For Felipe and Rebecca Roque,
housing is secure for now, but
money worries still consume
them.
Felipe Roque works in maintenance at an apartment complex in Chicago. He takes home
about $1,800 a month, a paycheck
stretched thin to support the couple and their five children, ages 4, 9,
11, 13 and 20.
“He really uses his credit cards,”
said Rebecca Roque, explaining
how their children were able to buy
shoes for school this year. The children are quickly outgrowing their

that predates the Magna Carta of 1215 and
affirms that prisoners are entitled to have
a court review whether they’re being held
legally.
“It’s been around a long time . . . and
emblazoned in the Constitution that habeas
corpus can be suspended only in the event of
rebellion or invasion,” Specter said Monday.
“We don’t have either of these now.”
Specter said he’d submit an amendment
to protect the courts’ authority to review the
status of suspected terrorists in U.S. custody.
But in response to questions, he refused to
say whether he’d vote against the current
compromise.
“I want to see how it shakes out,” Specter
said.
This also is the last week for Congress to
consider immigration reform. The House last
week passed legislation to build 700 miles of
new fence along the U.S.-Mexico border.
Specter said he supported the fence, but
he said he also thinks that the country should
devise a guest-worker program and determine how to deal with the estimated 12 million illegal immigrants already living here,
issues dealt with in a bill the Senate passed
earlier this year.
House leaders refuse to go to conference
with the Senate to hash out a more comprehensive package, Specter said.
“The House of Representatives doesn’t
think much of the bicameral system,” he
said.
Specter said that the Senate might finish
legislation this week that defines the government’s authority to monitor suspected
terrorist-related phone calls.
But in all three cases, he said, it’s more
important for the Senate to do the legislation
right than it is to pass the bills quickly.
“I think it’s important, even in the last
week, that we do it right,” Specter said. “If we
can’t get it done right, we ought not to do it.”

can go back to work as a cook.
Then, they say, they will be able to
fix up the house and not lean so
heavily on credit.
Cicero town spokesman Dan
Proft called the new census numbers “a good news-bad news type
of thing.”
“More people are coming to seek
opportunity, (but) they come with
very little,” he said. “It takes awhile
to get your feet under you.”
Proft said the town is committed
to job creation through economic
development.
“The great solution to a lot of
this is a job — a consistent, reliable
paycheck,” he said.

Woman pleads not guilty in double murder
BY

ANGELA ROZAS

McClatchy Tribune

Her face expressionless and her eyes
downcast, Tiffany Hall pleaded not guilty
Monday morning to charges she killed her
friend and the woman’s unborn child.
Authorities said Hall cut the fetus from
the woman’s womb. Police continue to
investigate the defendant’s possible role in
the drownings of her friend’s three children,
and no charges have been filed yet in the
youngsters’ deaths.
Hall, 24, is accused of killing Jimella
Tunstall, 23, and her fetus on or about Sept.
15. She is charged with first-degree murder
in Tunstall’s death and intentional homicide
of an unborn child.
Dressed in a cream-colored, jail-issued
shirt and with her black hair pulled back,
Hall appeared Monday before St. Clair
County Judge Heinz Rudolph via a live video
feed.
She said very little in the brief hearing,
giving mostly one-word affirmations in a
low voice. When the judge asked Hall if
she planned to get an attorney, she quietly
uttered, “I don’t know.”
Rudolph read aloud the complaints
against Hall. The documents revealed few
details of the deaths of Tunstall and her
fetus, which was seven months into gestation. The judge upheld the $5 million bail
that had been set in an arrest warrant.
No mention was made at Monday’s hearing of the deaths of Tunstall’s three children—ages 7, 2, and 1 — whose bodies were
found Saturday night stuffed into a washer
and dryer at Tunstall’s apartment. The children were last seen in Hall’s custody Sept.
18.
Authorities have not charged Hall in the
deaths of the three children, but St. Clair
State’s Atty. Robert Haida said after Monday’s

hearing that she is the focus of the ongoing
police investigation.
“I think the police have focused on Tiffany
Hall, but officers are doing a thorough
investigation, evaluating the evidence and
considering all possibilities,” Haida said.
Haida said prosecutors planned on taking the case to a grand jury in the next few
weeks. “She’s not going anywhere,” Haida
said.
Appointed to the case by the judge,
Public Defender Randy Kelley immediately
requested a psychiatric evaluation for Hall,
and asked that she be sequestered from the
general county jail population. The judge
granted both requests.
The discovery of the children Saturday
night brought an end to a massive two-day
search, but it added more grimness to an
already grisly murder case.
The body of 7-year-old DeMond was
found in the dryer, and the bodies of Ivan,
2, and Jinela, 1, were in the washer, St.
Clair County Deputy Coroner Ace Hart said
Sunday. The children were not killed in the
apartment; they may have been killed in
Hall’s home, he said.
Preliminary autopsy results showed the
children drowned and were dead when they
were placed naked in the appliances, Hart
said. Toxicology reports would determine if
other factors, such as poison or drugs, contributed to their deaths, he said.
Police already had gone to Tunstall’s
apartment in the John DeShields public
housing complex, but at the time they were
only looking for Hall, said East St. Louis
Police Chief James Mister.
Hart said police were in the apartment
on Friday, but only to get pictures of the
Tunstall children to distribute.
“You wouldn’t look into the washer or
dryer,” Hart said Sunday. “You wouldn’t
think that’s where they would be.”
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Official in Shanghai
fired over fund scandal
BY

TIM JOHNSON

McClatchy Tribune

FYODOR SAVINTSEV/MCT

Sergey Filonov, president of Aviamarket, sells helicopters to the wealthy in Russia, on Aug. 18, 2006, in Moscow, Russia.

Russians take bling to new heights
BY

ALEX RODRIGUEZ

McClatchy Tribune

The first batch of millionaires who
emerged from the Soviet era with briefcases
full of cash had curious, if not comical, ways
of flashing their newfound wealth.
At lavish banquets they organized for no
particular reason, they bought bottles of
Cristal champagne not to drink, but to shake
and spray. If their omnipresent bodyguards
didn’t give them away, their burgundy blazers and coaxial cable-sized gold chains did.
Today’s Moscow millionaires have simmered down somewhat, though they still
can’t resist accumulating new badges of
wealth. The latest toy: the helicopter.
Sergei Shmakov, a 38-year-old developer
who builds summer homes for other millionaires, bought a sleek, black $450,000
Robinson helicopter to flit between construction sites, but he freely admits his new
toy serves as a calling card of sorts.
“It’s a matter of prestige and image,”
Shmakov says. “Few people have helicopters.
When you fly somewhere, the attitude other
people have toward you changes immediately.”

As Moscow’s upper crust evolves and
grows, so do its spending habits. And with
every zig and zag that the millionaire market
makes, there’s a cluster of Moscow-based
enterprises that make it their business to
anticipate the next status symbol.
Sergei Filonov’s Aviamarket helicopter
dealership opened its doors in 2003 and has
sold 75 helicopters since, at prices ranging
from $300,000 to $8 million. There’s a twoyear waiting list for clients who want models
made by the Fort Worth, Texas-based Bell
Helicopter.
“This trend began two years ago, and it’s
on the rise,” says Filonov. “These people
already have the Bentleys and the Cartier
jewelry. A helicopter remains something that
can still surprise friends.”
With high oil prices stoking Russia’s economic resurgence, the growth of the country’s millionaire set appears to be boundless.
There were an estimated 10,000 millionaires
in the country in the early 1990s; today there
are nearly 90,000. Moscow is also home to
the world’s second-largest concentration of
billionaires: 25, behind New York’s 40.
Many Russian millionaires and billionaires
accumulated their riches during the early

1990s, when businessmen with Kremlin connections snatched up much of the country’s
natural-resources wealth through dubious
privatizations. Others are bankers and brokers who capitalized on the chaos gripping
the nation during the 1998 financial crisis.
The nouveau riche market is lucrative
enough that one-stop shopping enterprises
devoted exclusively to the Moscow jet set
have sprung up. De Luxe Alliance’s 153page “Catalog of Very Expensive Things” is a
decadent cornucopia of multimillion-dollar
apartments and dachas, villas in Switzerland
and the French Riviera, 130-foot yachts,
Arabian thoroughbreds, helicopters and private jets.
“One of our most important criteria is that
the goods we sell should exceed $1 million in
price,” says Natalya Sherstobitova, director
of De Luxe Alliance.
Like De Luxe Alliance, the Mercury Group
is a Moscow millionaire’s Macy’s, selling
everything from furniture and Bulgari watches to Lamborghinis and Bentleys. Situated
near the Kremlin and in the heart of a swath
of gated communities and sprawling dachas
see RUSSIANS, page 15

In a major political tremor within China’s
ruling Communist Party, Shanghai’s top
party boss has been sacked on corruption
charges stemming from a pension fund
scandal.
The ouster of Chen Liangyu undercut a
once-powerful faction based in Shanghai
that has hindered President Hu Jintao from
gaining firmer control of the party.
Chen, a 59-year-old former mayor of
Shanghai, is the most senior party official
in more than a decade to be removed
for corruption. Before his suspension at a
meeting on Sunday, Chen was one of 24
members of the party’s politburo, the apex
of the world’s largest political party.
In extensive reporting on the case once
it broke Monday afternoon, state media
listed a blistering array of charges against
Chen, linking him to allegations that onethird of Shanghai’s $1.25 billion pension
fund had been lost to graft or bungled real
estate deals.
Allegations against him, according to
a disciplinary report cited by the state
Xinhua news agency, include assisting
“illegal business people,” covering up for
corrupt staff, and “furthering the interests
of family members.”
“This event is a political earthquake in
China,” said Yang Hongshan, a professor
at the school of government at People’s
University of Beijing. “Sacking of such a
high-level official is rare. It demonstrates
that the party central committee is determined to fight corruption. It is said that
Shanghai ... covered the problem up whenever an official was suspected of corruption.”
Chen, an English-speaker who once
studied at Birmingham University in
England, is a key figure in the extraordinary development of Shanghai into one of
Asia’s most glistening cities, rising to challenge Hong Kong as a financial capital.
Under Chen’s watch, Shanghai won
rights to host the 2010 World Expo, finished a high-speed magnetic levitation
train, and began construction of what will
be the world’s second tallest building at
101 stories.
Shanghai’s leaders have largely remained
untouched by corruption scandals.
“Shanghai has accumulated many problems in its recent development. It has created bubbles and hidden dangers, which
were covered up by the government,” said
Yang Fengchun, a professor of government
at Peking University.
Shanghai Mayor Han Zheng replaced
Chen as acting party chief. Chen is under
administrative party detention, but is not
under police arrest.

Taliban-led insurgents
Oil could jumpstart Cuban economy
gun down Afghani official
BY

GARY MARX

McClatchy Tribune

BY

KIM BARKER

McClatchy Tribune

The provincial head of the
Women’s Affairs Ministry in
Kandahar was gunned down
in front of her house Monday
morning as she was leaving for
work, officials said.
Safia Ahmed-jan, who was
about 65, was known as “amma
jan” or “dear aunt” by many
in the troubled southern city
of Kandahar and is the first
female official killed by Talibanled insurgents since the fall of
the harsh regime in late 2001.
Gunmen riding motorcycles,
the usual mode of transportation of the Taliban, shot her
four times — once in the head
— said Mohammad Nader, the
head nurse at Kandahar’s main
hospital. No one was arrested.
“The enemies of Afghanistan

did this, the ones who do not
want peace in Afghanistan,”
said Zemeri Bashary, spokesman for the Interior Ministry.
“They don’t even hesitate to kill
women.”
Iraqi-style terror tactics now
are being used by insurgents,
who in recent months have
mounted their biggest challenge
to the U.S.-backed government
since the Taliban fled. In recent
weeks, insurgents have stepped
up suicide attacks on international troops and killed the governor of Paktia province.
Kandahar, the one-time headquarters of the Taliban, has been
particularly hard hit. On Friday,
insurgents attacked a bus carrying construction workers here,
killing 19 of them.
The attack Monday mornsee AHMED-JAN, page 15

Known more for cigars and
rum than oil rigs, this socialist nation has become the latest
country drawn into the frenzied
hunt for oil, hoping that a gusher
in its Caribbean fields will ease
its energy dependence and kickstart its economy.
After years of boasting about
its energy potential but seeing
few results, Cuban authorities
received good news last year
when the U.S. Geological Survey
estimated Cuba’s northern offshore basin contains 4.6 billion
barrels of oil and 9.8 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas.
The amount of oil is roughly
half the estimated reserves in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
which President Bush wants to
open for drilling, and could provide Cuba daily production of
about 300,000 barrels.
“Cuba is not Saudi Arabia or

Venezuela, but it could become
a major oil and gas player in
the region,” said Jorge Pinon,
former president of Amoco Oil
in Latin America and now a
senior research associate at the
University of Miami.
Already, oil companies from
Canada, Spain, Norway, Malaysia
and India have signed agreements with Cuba’s state-owned
company, CUPET, to begin
exploring in Cuban waters more
than 6,000 feet deep.
Earlier this month, India’s
state-run petroleum company raised its stake in Cuba’s oil
sweepstakes by signing a deal to
join CUPET in exploring a 1,660square-mile area off Cuba’s
northwestern coast.
R.S. Butola, a top Indian oil
executive, said geological studies
of the area are promising. The
initial exploration is expected to
last several years and cost tens of
millions of dollars.
Bringing a deep-water oil

well on line would take many
more years and cost $1 billion or
more.
“It’s a question of prospecting and doing a lot of work,”
said Butola, managing director
of ONGC Videsh, the overseas
arm of India’s state-owned oil
company.
Venezuela’s state-run oil giant,
Petroleos de Venezuela, along
with Brazilian and Chinese companies, also are interested in
exploring for high-quality crude
in Cuba’s 43,250-square-mile offshore zone.
American oil corporations
are barred from participating
because of U.S. trade sanctions
against the island. The sanctions
also would prohibit the United
States from importing Cuban oil.
Embargo opponents and oil
industry insiders argue that the
United States should grant an
exemption to American petrosee CUBA, page 15
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Russian consumption has no bounds
RUSSIANS
continued from page 13

in the tony suburb of Barvikha, the Mercury
Group’s two showrooms can’t keep up with
the demand for luxury cars.
“By the beginning of the summer, we sold
out of Ferraris,” says Ilya Berezin, chief of
Mercury’s car division. “The waiting list for
Lamborghinis is eight to 10 months.”
That a flashy set of wheels is a must-have
for moneyed Muscovites should come as
no surprise; during the Soviet era Russians
considered owning a boxy, Russian-made
Lada a luxury. After the Soviet collapse, it was
common to see some Muscovites still stuck
in their communal apartments with a single
suit hanging in the closet, but “a brand new
Mercedes 600 parked outside,” Berezin says.
Today, conspicuous consumption in
Moscow appears to have no bounds. Last
year, the capital’s glitzy Crocus City Mall
hosted its first “Millionaire Fair,” an eye-popping assembly of fashion shows, champagne
and caviar, a Bryan Ferry performance and

more than 100 luxury vendors selling everything from diamonds and yachts to islands
in the Pacific.
De Luxe Alliance’s forte is real estate. Its
dachas, such as those along Moscow’s famed
Rublyovskoye Shosse, range from $1 million
to $25 million, says Sherstobitova. Amenities
include elevators (for a two-story structure), wine cellars, saunas, statue-festooned
grounds and winter gardens.
“Our developers are not just creating
infrastructure, they’re building a whole new
world for our clients,” Sherstobitova says.
A growing number of newly built dachas
are coming with helipads — a reflection of
the millionaire set’s latest indulgence. The
trend is particularly startling, given that
it’s illegal to fly a helicopter over Moscow.
Filonov says many of his customers use their
helicopters to fly to hunting grounds along
the Volga River or to get to other dachas
ringing the city. Or, as is the case with much
of what happens in Russia, they simply skirt
the rules.

Killing of ‘Dear Aunt’ upsets many
AHMED-JAN
continued from page 13

ing seemed to indicate the resolve of
insurgents to continue anti-government attacks through the holy month
of Ramadan, which started Saturday. It
also showed that women are not immune
from attack. Under the Taliban, most
women were not allowed to work or leave
the house without a male escort.
Afghan President Hamid Karzai condemned the killing of Ahmed-Jan while
on a visit to Washington. “The enemies
of Afghanistan are trying to kill those
people who are working for the peace
and prosperity of Afghanistan,” he said
in a statement.
Ahmed-Jan, a longtime advocate for
women, joined the women’s ministry just
after the fall of the Taliban. Her husband
was paralyzed, and she needed to work.
In her spare time, she read the Koran at
a funeral home for women to earn extra

money, said Daud Ahmadi, the spokesman for the Kandahar governor.
“She had so many economical problems at her house,” Ahmadi said. “I don’t
know how her husband will make a living.”
As an older woman in Kandahar, she
lived without fear in this conservative
city, doing her own shopping in the local
markets.
“She did not have personal enmity
with anyone,” Ahmadi said. “She was
such a kind woman. She was a teacher.”
Her secretary, Abdullah Khan, told The
Associated Press that one of Ahmed-jan’s
most successful projects was running
trade schools. In Kandahar, Ahmed-jan
opened six schools that taught almost
1,000 women how to bake and sell their
goods. She also opened tailoring schools
for women.
“She was always trying her best to
improve education for women,” he said.

Nation in search of underwater oil, new revenue source
CUBA
continued from page 13

leum companies, much like the
law already allows for U.S. agricultural and medical exports to
Cuba.
“We need all of the increased
crude oil and natural gas that
we can get our hands on,” said
Charles Drevna, executive vice
president of the Washingtonbased National Petrochemical
Refiners Association.
“It makes both economic and
national security sense to develop those resources either in our
own waters or as close to our
own waters as possible,” Drevna
said.
The hope of a major strike
in Cuban waters was buttressed
this month by the announcement that as much as 15 billion
barrels of oil was discovered in
ultra-deep waters northwest of
Cuba in the Gulf of Mexico. It
could be the largest U.S. oil discovery in decades.
“There has to be oil,” Jose Luis
Rodriguez, Cuba’s minister of
economy and planning, said last
week. “The form of the structures
in the Caribbean basin, in Cuba’s
waters, have the same structure
as the oil fields in the Gulf of
Mexico, as much for the Mexican
part” as the U.S. part.
In February, executives from
ExxonMobil Corp. and other
American corporations met with
Cuban officials in Mexico City to
discuss oil exploration in Cuba’s
gulf waters, which extend to
within 50 miles of the Florida
coast.
But the meeting was disrupted
after an American-owned hotel
expelled the Cuban officials
under pressure from the U.S.
Treasury Department, which

argued that housing the Cubans
violated the U.S. trade embargo
against the island.
Cuban and Mexican authorities
reacted with anger to the expulsions and accused Washington
of interfering in other countries’
internal affairs.
One Cuban official who took
part in the meeting was Manuel
Marrero, senior petroleum adviser at Cuba’s Ministry of Basic
Industry. He said that only 16
of Cuba’s 59 offshore oil blocks
have been auctioned, leaving
plenty of opportunity for U.S.
companies.
“We have 43 more blocks available for negotiation,” Marrero
said. “We know U.S. companies
are considering it. The ball is in
the U.S. court.”
So far, American multinationals haven’t thrown their weight
behind the Cuba effort because
the potential amount of oil at
stake, while impressive, is not
yet worth the political battle and
financial risk, experts say.
Instead, American executives
are focused on getting legislation
passed that would open millions
of acres to oil and gas drilling in
U.S. territorial waters.
The U.S. House and Senate
recently approved separate bills
to ease drilling restrictions in the
Gulf of Mexico and other offshore areas despite opposition
from environmental groups. It
is uncertain whether a compromise can be reached before the
end of the legislative session.
President Bush and influential Cuban-American legislators
oppose U.S. participation in oil
exploration in Cuban waters,
because, they argue, it would
strengthen the island’s authoritarian government.

INTERNATIONAL
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Solution to Friday’s puzzle

“Did you fact-check all those Jews?”
-- Andrew J. Silver
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Around Campus
Psychology Department_
GroupDynamicsExperiment
$$ for Research Participation!
Earn $10/hour for 60-90 minute
study on group dynamics in the
Tufts Psychology Department (490
Boston Avenue). Timing is flexible
depending on your schedule. For
more details, email tuftspsychexp
eriment@hotmail.com. This study
has been approved by the IRB.

Events
University Chaplaincy_
GloriaWhite-Hammond
Gloria White-Hammond, M.D.,
Bethel AME Church, Roxbury,
2006 Russell Lecturer speaking
about “A Career in Medicine vs. A
Ministry of Healing” at Goddard
Chapel, Wednesday, September
27, 6:00 p.m.
University Chaplaincy_
Reflections
Reflections, Wednesday, 9-27-06,
12 noon to 1:00 p.m., Goddard
Chapel with light lunch in lounge.
Speaker: Rev. David M. Oleary,
University Chaplain. Topic: “New
Beginnings.”
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Housing

Services

Spyder Web Enterprises_
Apartments Sublets and
Roommates. List and browse free!
Find an apartment, sublet or room.
In any major city or area. Studio, 1,
2 bdrm $800-3000. www.sublet.
com 1-877-367-7368

Dr. Richard Goodman_
Relationship Problems?
Richard A. Goodman,
“Newsweek” quoted therapist and
relationship specialist has a few
openings for students. Complete
confidentiality. Tufts insurance
accepted. Call (617) 628-4961

Real Estate
Tired of paying rent? Tufts faculty
member selling 3-bedroom, 2.5
bath condo in Medford. Only 3years old, freshly painted, ready
for move in. 3 levels of living space
plus huge unfinished basement, 2
off-street parking spots. 5-minute
drive, 20 minute walk to campus.
#379,900. Email 598main@gmail.
com for photos, more details, or to
schedule showing.

Wanted

Wanted

STS Travel
Call STS for the best deals to
this years top 10 Spring Break
destinations! Earn the highest
rep commissions! Ask about our
group discounts! Voted best party
schedules. 1-800-648-4849. www.
ststravel.com.

Mad Science_
Instructors Needed to present
FUN science activities for kids
at schools and parties. Need car
and experience with kids. Training
provided. P/T. $25/1 hr. program.
Apply online: www.madscience.
org/greaterboston or 617-484-6006

Babysitter Needed
Occasional Childcare needed. Family
located in W. Medford, a short walk
from Tufts. Seeking an individual
with infant experience on weekdays.
Please email availability and hourly
rate to jaredingersoll@gmail.com.
CLASSIFIEDS POLICY All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order, or exact cash
only. All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $5 per week with Tufts ID or $10 per
week without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except the cost of
the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity, are of
an overly sexual nature, or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

With Keene State Invitational ahead, Barron plans to rest team’s top seven
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 19

homefield advantage, spending most
of the season traveling around New
England, so the weekend was a chance
to defend its Grafton course and play to
a home crowd.
“It was really great to win our only
home meet of the season,” senior cocaptain Nate Cleveland added. “There
was a great spectator turn-out and it
was good to win while also being able
to rest some of our key runners.”
One of those runners absent from
Saturday’s race was Kennedy, who is
still recovering from a minor knee injury.
“We wanted to rest Kennedy,” Barron
said. “Grafton is a challenging course
and it would have been irresponsible
on my part to bring him back to competition on that track. When Josh is ready

and feels healthy, he’ll be back and not
many people will be able to compete
with him.”
Despite the absence of runners like
Kennedy and seniors Dan Sullivan and
Chad Uy, the Jumbos were once again
bolstered by the strong performances
of their freshmen.
“The freshmen ran very well,”
Cleveland said. “They are working well
within our strategy and are doing a
good job of staying close in the first
part of the race, and then accelerating
and finishing strong.”
While the performances of veterans
and rookies alike played a crucial role
in the victory, no one person had more
of an impact than Chung who, for the
third consecutive race, placed the highest out of all Tufts runners.
“Justin is continuing to prove to
both himself and the region what he

is capable of doing,” Barron said. “He
is one of the best runners in the region
and while both our captains have been
struggling with injuries, he has really
stepped up.”
Cleveland agreed with Barron, citing the consistency of Chung’s performances as a crucial component of the
Jumbos’ success.
“We are now starting to expect these
things out of Justin,” Cleveland said.
“That’s kind of unfair, but when he
is running this well, we aren’t as surprised.”
The Jumbos will now look toward the
latter part of the season, where they
hope their early-season form will continue to develop and improve. While
the Jumbos seem to be hitting their
stride physically, they are also starting
to feel more and more confident with
every performance. Riding this early

success, Barron and his team are ready
to bear down and turn up the intensity
as the Jumbos enter the latter part of
the season.
The team is preparing for Saturday’s
annual Keene State Invitational, a race
that Barron will again use to rest most
of his runners.
“The Jumbo Invitational and the
Keene State Invitational are the last
races before the real grind starts,”
Barron said. “We’ll rest our top seven at
Keene State so they can get some freshness back in their legs. After that, our
strategy will be less developmental and
more intense.”
With All-New England’s and NESCAC’s
coming up in October, Barron hopes to
have his team firing on all cylinders as
the Jumbos look to continue their march
towards the NCAA Championships in
Ohio.

Beck wins duel with Garrahan as Jumbos topple regional top dog Amherst
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 19

toughest course of the season,
so it’s almost crazy for them to
do so well.”
The Jumbos spend most of
their regular season racing on
5,000-meter courses, but postseason races are the championship distance of 6,000.
Saturday’s race tested the team
with one of the tougher 6,000meter courses in the region,
and the Jumbos rose to the
occasion.
Amid the standout performances, junior tri-captain
Catherine Beck led the way for
the Jumbos with another firstplace finish. With a time of
22:09, she was back from last
week’s rest and back to her old
habits, setting a new course
record and a new personal
best for 6,000 meters. Beck’s
2006 results now include two
races, two wins, two personal

bests, and two broken course
records.
“[ The increased distance]
wasn’t as much of a shock as
it was in the last years,” Beck
said. “The hard workouts definitely paid off. We had some
fabulous [personal bests].”
Junior Katy O’Brien (22:23)
turned in a third-place finish with sophomore Evelyn
Sharkey crossing the line soon
after in fifth with a personal
best of 22:46. Senior tri-captain Sarah Crispin (eighth,
23:01) churned out a fierce
performance that kept her in
the top five despite the return
of her speedy teammates.
“When you go out for longer
intervals and over-distance in
practice, a 6K course is much
less intimidating,” Crispin
said of her preparation going
into the lengthier course of the
Invitational.
Although senior Sam Moland

(12th, 23:35) filled the fifth
spot, a strong middle pack put
four more Tufts runners across
the finish just three seconds
behind. Sophomore Katie
Rizzolo (13th, 23:35) raced
for a down-to-the-second tie
with Moland. Junior Anna Shih
(15th, 23:36), competing in her
first race of the season, followed Rizzolo with sophomore
Susan Allegretti (16th, 23:37)
and senior Raquel Morgan
(18th, 23:38) right behind her.
This strength down the roster gives Morwick some additional weapons outside the
top five, and adds depth to
the team as it heads into the
championships season.
“We really do have interchangeable spots this season,”
Morwick said. “It all depends
on what kind of a day someone’s having. If one, drops
back, another covers for them.
It’s nice to see them working

Tufts hopes to Engineer win vs. MIT
WOMEN’S TENNIS
continued from page 20

Bayard said. “They played great, but it
was a couple games too late.”
The Jumbos fared better in the singles
portion of the tournament. McCooey won
her first two matches but lost the third to
freshman Nicole Pontee of Vassar, 6-0, 61.

The women’s tennis team
flexed its veteran muscles
and flashed its young talent in the ITA Regional
Tournament over the weekend.
Deary advanced to the second round
of play but ran into Bowdoin’s Kristen
Raymond and was eliminated by a score
of 6-2, 6-4. Senior Silvia Schmid also
progressed to the second round of play,
but eighth-seeded Alicia Menezes of
Amherst, ultimately a semi-finalist, cut

her run short.
Luten was also successful, advancing deep into the tournament, winning
the first three rounds in straight sets
but eventually fell to Middlebury’s Amy
Roche 6-2, 6-1. Roche ultimately won the
singles tournament.
“I thought I played very well,” Luten
said. “It was good to get some wins under
my belt, but I definitely think that I have
a lot to improve on. I need to be more
patient and match-tough.”
Bayard’s philosophy of increasing
match toughness resonated with her
number one player, as Luten hopes to be
more selective and patient in the upcoming matches against MIT, Sept. 28, and
NYU, Oct. 7.
“This weekend was really good preparation for the MIT match,” Bayard said.
“We will have a tough match against MIT;
their top players are extremely strong.”
The penultimate dual competition
of the regular season, the MIT match,
which Tufts won last year 7-2, will help
prepare the team for the Small College
Championships Oct. 12-15 and New
Englands Oct. 20-22.

together.”
Flying solo out front, Beck got
her second shot at Amherst’s
Shauneen Garrahan(second,
22:13), the only runner she did
not mange to catch during last
year’s Jumbo Invitational. This
time around, the rematch with
Garrahan, the 2005 NCAA steeplechase winner, was decidedly different.
“[Beck] started out really
conservatively and was planning to stay on [Garrahan’s]
heels for a bit, but [Beck] was
stumbling over her to stay
there, so she was just like ‘See
you later!’” Morwick said.
Although four teams were
present, the Jumbo Invitational
essentially turned into a twoteam race. The competition
separated out over the course,
leaving Tufts (29) and Amherst
(34) vying for first, with Bates
(74) in a distant third and
Fitchburg State (120) in fourth.

Amherst was ranked third
nationally and first in New
England in the U.S. Track and
Field Cross Country Coaches’
Association preseason poll,
and combined with the Tufts
roster to account for all but
one of the top 15 finishers.
“Amherst is first in New
England and is a pretty deep
team,” Morwick said. “But
when I saw the [Amherst]
coaches counting runners, I
knew we’d won.”
However, with Amherst
missing two of its top runners Saturday in juniors Katie
Moravec and Kim Partee, a
true assessment of the teams at
their respective full strengths
is something to be anticipated.
Morwick remains firmly proud
and optimistic.
“We can challenge any
team in New England...at this
point,” Morwick said. “Knock
on wood. So far, so good.”

Return to the Big Easy a magical one
for the Saints in upset win vs. Atlanta
NFL
continued from page 18

Laurence Maroney carried the ball for
only 18 yards, and tight end and Bradyfavorite Ben Watson only amassed six
receptions for 66 yards. New England
will have to figure things out this week,
before it heads to Cincinnati to take on
a Bengals team that proved to be a contender on Sunday.
Carson Palmer has had a long road
back from his devastating knee injury
last season, but a 3-0 record must certainly ease the pain a bit. Getting that
third win against the team that put him
on the road to recovery only made it that
much sweeter. With an 18-for-26 showing for 193 yards, four touchdowns and
two picks against the Pittsburgh Steelers,
Palmer led his squad to a 28-20 victory.
Quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
looked lost on the field, throwing three
interceptions. Pittsburgh running back
Willie Parker rushed for 133 yards and
two touchdowns on 31 carries.

Sunday was a day of close calls for several teams. The Baltimore Ravens inched
out a 15-14 win over the Cleveland
Browns with a last second field goal. The
Carolina Panthers eked out a 26-24 win
over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on a 46yard field goal with two seconds remaining in the game. And Rex Grossman also
helped keep his Chicago Bears’ perfect
record intact with a 19-16 win over the
Minnesota Vikings. Rallying his team in
the closing minutes, Grossman threw a
24-yard touchdown to Rashied Davis just
after the two-minute warning.
Monday night was emotional for the
New Orleans Saints as they returned
home for the first time since Hurricane
Katrina devastated the region in August
2005. The 2-0 Saints took on the Atlanta
Falcons, who also started their season
2-0. Atlanta was favored, but a reunion
with the fans of the Big Easy helped the
Saints stay perfect on the season with a
23-3 win, handing the Falcons their first
loss.

18

THE TUFTS DAILY

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

SPORTS

RYDER CUP

INSIDE NFL

Talented European team
dominates Ryder Cup at home

Pats fail to exact revenge on Broncos

Mickelson and others disappoint as
Americans lost Cup for third straight time
BY

BRIAN BAILEY

Daily Staff Writer

It felt a lot like summer this
weekend at the Ryder Cup.
The U.S. team evoked memories of America’s disappointing
and frustrating showings in the
World Cup and World Basketball
Championship this summer, as
the Europeans cruised to their
third-straight Ryder Cup title in
a tournament in which they were
considered the underdogs.
Winning by a score of 18.5
to 9.5, the Europeans dealt an
embarrassing blow to American
golf.
The U.S. team entered the tournament with everything pointing in its favor. Tiger Woods has
historically faltered in the Ryder
Cup, but he nonetheless remains
the most intimidating presence
in golf. The team also boasted
superstars Phil Mickelson, Jim
Furyk, and Chris DiMarco. But
the European team put the paper
game to waste.

Mickelson went 0-4-1,
the worst record for
the Americans and a
staggering underperformance for a player
ranked No. 2 in the
world.
From the outset, Sergio Garcia,
who barely missed becoming the
first player to win all five of his
Cup matches, led the European
team. Garcia paired with Luke
Donald to help the Euros gain an
early lead in the competition. The
Americans never came close, as
even the strong pairing of Woods
and Jim Furyk were unable to
solve Garcia and Donald in foursome play.
The American side needed a
miracle heading into singles
play on Sunday; however, the
European domination continued,
with eight of 12 singles matches
going their way.
Woods and captains Scott
Verplank and Stewart Cink posted
the only American victories on
the day. Verplank won both of his

matches, but strangely enough,
was left out of the rest of the
tournament. The consistent and
solid play of the Europeans as
a team was never matched by
an American team that lacked a
cohesive feeling.
Of all the American disappointments, Phil Mickelson stung the
deepest. A fan favorite in the U.S.,
Mickelson could have used some
support in Ireland. Mickelson
went 0-4-1, the worst record for
the Americans and a staggering
underperformance for a player
ranked No. 2 in the world. David
Toms and Chris DiMarco also
went winless for the Americans.
The lack of American inspiration was surprising considering the events that preceded the
start of play. Just days before the
tournament, an Irish tabloid published photos of Elin Nordegren,
Woods’ wife, and accused her of
being involved in pornography.
Woods was outraged, and was not
shy about saying so. He demanded that the article be retracted and
threatened legal action against
the publisher. Woods should have
had all the motivation he needed
to embarrass the Europeans on
their own turf.
But
while
Woods’ play was far from stellar, he should not shoulder all of
the blame for the loss. The Ryder
Cup presents a unique moment
in which golf becomes a team
event, and Tiger’s team did very
little to support its leader.
The Europeans needed to look
no further for inspiration than
teammate Darren Clarke. Still
grieving over the loss of his wife
six weeks ago, Clarke performed
wonderfully, winning all three of
the matches in which he participated. The emotions flowed over
for Clarke upon winning, as he
cried in the arms of his caddy and
his teammates.
While the Europeans showed a
great amount of talent and poise,
Americans continue to deliver
on failure after another in world
play. The Ryder Cup team showed
very little enthusiasm and lacked
a desire to match that of the
Europeans. The United States
showed once again that while it
has the best golfers in the world
in Woods and Mickelson, the best
team of golfers resides across the
pond.

BY

ANDREW BAULD

Daily Editorial Board

Sunday night’s game was
supposed to be the chance for
Bill Belichick and Tom Brady
to prove that last year’s playoff-ending loss to the Denver
Broncos was a fluke, that Jake
Plummer and Mike Shanahan
got lucky against the injuryplagued New England Patriots’
defense last season.
Somebody failed to mention
this to the Broncos.
Football analysts were
already arguing that the
Patriots were the worst-looking 2-0 team in the league, and
Brady’s Bunch did little to dispel those rumors. With relatively close stats for both clubs,
the only one that mattered in
the end was the final 17-7 on
the board.
The Broncos held the ball
for 31:45 on 19 first downs. The
Pats controlled the clock for
28:15, amassing 22 first downs.
The Broncos racked up 400
yards, just beating the Patriots’
370 yards.
Despite Tom Brady’s 31-of55 performance, with 320 yards
and a touchdown, the offensive performance belonged to
Plummer’s Broncos. Going 15of-30 on 256 yards and a pair of
touchdowns, Plummer spread

KEVIN KRECK/MCT

Denver Broncos running back Tatum Bell, shown here in a preseason
game with the Tennessee Titans, carried the Broncos past the New
England Patriots Sunday night. His 123 rushing yards on the night propelled Denver to a 17-0 rout of the Pats.
the ball well, but it was Javon
Walker and his three receptions for 130 yards, including
83-yard and 32-yard receptions, both for touchdowns that
spelled victory for the Broncos.
With a 123-yard rushing performance from Tatum Bell, the
Patriots had their work cut out
for them.
Brady had his chance to
answer, and failed all but
once, when he connected with
Doug Gabriel in the end zone
in the fourth quarter, finally

putting New England on the
board and ending Denver’s
record 11 quarters without giving up a touchdown. After a
New England defensive stop
on the next Denver drive,
Brady looked poised to march
his team down the field. But a
quick three-and-out set ended
the night for a New England
team that has dropped its last
five of six against the Broncos.
Rookie
running
back
see NFL, page 17

SCHEDULE | September 26 - October 2
TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

SUN

MON

vs. Bates
1 p.m.
(Ellis Oval)

Football
Women’s
Soccer

vs. Babson
4 p.m.
(Kraft Field)

vs. Bates
11 a.m.

Men’s Soccer

vs. Salve
Regina
4 p.m.

vs. Bates
1:30 p.m.

Volleyball

vs. Wellesley and
Salisbury
6 p.m.

vs. Cortland
and MIT
12 p.m.
vs Bates
12 p.m.

Field Hockey

@Keene
State
Invitational

Men’s Cross
Country
Women’s
Cross Country

JUMBOCAST

STATISTICS | STANDINGS
Volleyball

Field Hockey

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
W
Middlebury 3
Williams
3
Trinity
2
Tufts
2
Bates
1
Bowdoin
1
Conn. Coll. 1
Wesleyan
1
Amherst
0
Colby
0

L
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
3

Pct W
1.000 5
1.000 6
0.667 4
0.667 3
0.500 3
0.500 4
0.333 2
0.333 2
0.000 1
0.000 1

L
0
0
1
2
1
1
3
2
4
3

Goalkeeping
Duffy-Cabana

G
2
2
1
2
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

A
1
1
3
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1

T
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
1

Pct
1.000
1.000
0.667
0.667
0.500
0.500
0.333
0.000
0.000
0.000

W
11
8
6
6
10
8
6
6
6
4

L
1
2
3
6
1
4
7
5
4
1

L
0
0
0
0
0
2
1
0
0
0

Individual Statistics

Individual Statistics
Player
Stacey Watkins
Marlee Kutcher
Ileana Katz
Michelle Kelly
Tess Jasinski
Brittany Holiday
Kathleen Martin
Emma Kozumbo
Jennie Williamson
Katie Pagos
Meghan Becque
Amanda Russo

W
4
2
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

Pts
5
5
5
4
4
2
2
1
0
0
0
0

GA Sv Sv%
9 37 .804

Player
Kelli Harrison
Stacy Filocco
Katie Wysham
Cecilia Allende
Kate Denniston
Brogie Helgeson
Kaitlin O'Reilly
Player
Katie Wysham
Cecilia Allende
Kate Denniston
Stacy Filocco
Kelli Harrison
Maya Ripecky
Natalie Goldstein

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
Williams
Wesleyan
Bowdoin
Colby
Amherst
Tufts
Bates
Middlebury
Conn. Coll.
Trinity

Men’s Soccer

Women’s Soccer

NESCAC Standings

NESCAC Standings

Offensive
K SA K/gm
137 12 4.28
122 13 3.30
120 15 3.33
66
4 1.78
33
3 1.06
20
1 1.18
15
5 0.45
Defensive
B Digs B/gm
42 30 1.17
29 12 0.78
9 0.68
21
12 123 0.38
9 0.38
14
0 118 0.00
0 180 0.00

CONFERENCE

OVERALL

Team
W L T Pct W
Middlebury 3 0 0 1.000 4
Williams
3 0 0 1.000 5
Amherst
2 0 1 0.833 5
Colby
1 0 2 0.667 3
Bates
2 2 0 0.500 4
Bowdoin
1 1 1 0.500 2
Wesleyan
1 2 0 0.333 3
Tufts
0 1 2 0.333 0
Conn. Coll. 0 3 0 0.000 1
Trinity
0 4 0 0.000 1

L
0
0
0
0
2
2
2
2
4
5

T
0
1
1
2
0
2
0
2
0
0

Individual Statistics
Player
Lauren Fedore
Martha Furtek
Fanna Gamal
Jessie Wagner
Joelle Emery
Abby Werner
Ali Maxwell
Genevieve Citrin
Rebecca Abbott
Kim Harrington
Jesslyn Jamison
Maya Shoham

G
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

A
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Individual Statistics
Pts
2
2
2
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Player
Dan Jozwiak
Mattia Chason
Bear Duker
Bob Kastoff
Jon Glass
Alex Botwinick
Andrew Drucker
Joey Stampone
Greg O'Connell
Ben Castellot
Sam James
Goalkeeping
Pat Tonelli

Goalkeeping
Annie Ross

OVERALL

CONFERENCE

Team
W L T Pct W L L
Amherst
3 0 0 1.000 5 0 0
Wesleyan
3 0 0 1.000 5 0 0
Williams
2 0 0 1.000 4 0 0
Bowdoin
2 1 0 0.667 3 1 0
Middlebury 2 1 0 0.667 5 1 0
Bates
2 2 0 0.500 3 2 0
Colby
1 1 1 0.500 1 1 2
Tufts
0 3 1 0.125 0 4 1
Conn. Coll. 0 3 0 0.000 1 3 1
Trinity
0 4 0 0.000 0 5 1

GA Sv Sv%
5 16 .761

G
2
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
GA
13

A
0
1
1
0
0
1
1
1
0
0
0

Pts
4
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
0
0
0

Sv Sv%
26 .666

New England Div. III
Women's XC Coaches' Poll
As of Sept. 25, 2006
Rank, Team, Points

1. Williams (6) 110
2. Amherst (4) 108
3. Tufts (2) 96
4. Colby 83
5. Middlebury 82
6. MIT 57
7. Coast Guard 36
8. Wesleyan 23
9. Conn. College 20
9. Keene State 20

New England Div. III
Men's XC Coaches' Poll
As of Sept. 25, 2006
Rank, Team, Points

1. Williams (5) 102
2. Trinity (3) 101
3. Wesleyan (2) 97
4. Bowdoin (1) 92
5. Tufts 66
6. Brandeis 64
7. Amherst 57
8. MIT 34
9. Middlebury 20
10. Colby 9
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SPORTS

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

ALEX BLOOM | PHILLY PHODDER

Jumbos victorious again at Jumbo Invitational
Third straight win at annual home meet another step in march toward postseason
BY

WILL KARAS

Senior Staff Writer

With the shadow of All-New
England’s, NESCAC’s, and ECAC’s
looming large, the men’s cross counMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
at Grafton Farm Course, Saturday
Jumbo Invitational
Tufts - 1st of 4

COURTESY ALISON WADE

Junior Mike Cummings hammers up one of the
Grafton Farm Course’s many hills on Saturday
at the Jumbo Invitational. Cummings’ ninth
place finish (27:09) helped the Jumbos hold
off the Lord Jeffs to take first.

try team buckled down to the task this
weekend, winning the annual Jumbo
Invitational for the third consecutive
year.
Tufts finished first with 35 points,
narrowly edging out NESCAC rival
Amherst, who finished second with 36
points. The four-team race was rounded out by Bates who finished third
with 51 points and Fitchburg State
who finished last with 120 points.
“Beating Amherst was definitely a
big confidence booster,” senior cocaptain Josh Kennedy said. “We have
to remember that it’s the races later
on in the season that count, but it still
feels good beating a NESCAC rival.”
The Jumbos’ top five were among

the first 11 runners to cross the tape.
In the absence of many of his teammates on Saturday, senior Justin
Chung led the charge for the third
meet in a row, finishing first for the
Jumbos and second overall with a
time of 26:27. Freshman Nick Welch
(26:56) and junior Michael Cummings
(27:09) followed close on his heels,
finishing sixth and ninth, respectively. Junior Dave Sorensen (27:10) and
freshman Jesse Faller (27:10) rounded
off the Jumbos’ top five and finished
10th and 11th respectively.
Even though Amherst put three runners between Chung and Welch, the
Jumbos’ pack of Cummings, Sorensen,
and Faller worked together, and all
three eventually caught Amherst’s
fourth runner, junior Mike Harbus
(12th, 27:12) to give the Jumbos the
narrow margin of victory.
“It was a great race,” coach Ethan
Barron said. “I love being part of a
team that can win the close races and
I think this race showed the true heart
of the team.”
The cross country team rarely has
see MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, page 17

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY

Home is where the win is: Tufts wins at Grafton
Beck wins again, sets new personal best, course record in first championship-length race
BY

AMY ROSENBAUM

Contributing Writer

Prepared both mentally and physically for the extended rigors of the
first championship-length, 6K race, the
WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
at Grafton Farm Course, Saturday
Jumbo Invitational
Tufts - 1st of 4
women’s cross country team took to
the slanting hills of the Jumbos’ home
course in Grafton.
What was left when the dust cleared
was a victory over the top-seeded
team in New England, a broken course
record, and personal bests for many of
the pack.
“What’s surprising is that we’re right
in the middle of our toughest training cycle,” coach Kristen Morwick
said. “Also, Grafton is probably our
see WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY, page 17

COURTESY ALISON WADE

Juniors Katy O’Brien [left] and Catherine Beck [center] led the way for the Jumbos with senior
Raquel Morgan [right] on Saturday as the Jumbos took first place at the Jumbo Invitational, narrowly beating out Amherst. Beck set a new course record (22:09) en route to a first place finish.

Top Ten | Jewish Figures In Sports
In honor of this week’s ten Days of Awe in between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, the Daily sports department is keeping kosher, as we bring you the top ten
Jewish figures in the world of sports.
10. Red Auerbach. Led the Celtics to 16 NBA titles and danced a celebratory hora
after each and every one.
9. Mark Spitz. Is that a swimming cap or a yarmulke? No one knows for sure.
8. Sarah Hughes. Holds a unique distinction among Olympic figure skaters — she’s
the only one to win a gold medal before her bat mitzvah.
7. Jack Dempsey. Back in the twenties, Dempsey sent his opponents tumbling
down like the walls of Jericho.
6. Larry Brown. It’s pretty hard for a Jew to get chased out of New York City.
Unfortunately for Larry though, a 23-59 season with the Knicks was enough to
do the trick.
5. Bud Selig. Moses had to lead his people for forty years across the desert to the
Promised Land. Thank Adonai it wasn’t Bud Selig in his place. The exodus from
Egypt probably would have ended in a tie, amid allegations of the Red Sea being
parted by steroids.
4. Mark Cuban. Seriously. He’s Jewish. We’re not kidding.

CHUCK KENNEDY/MCT

Selig may be Jewish, but he’s no Moses.

3. Pete Sampras. “Pistol Pete” could serve up to 130 miles per hour. Oy gevalt...that’s deadlier than two-month-old gefilte fish.
2. Hank Greenberg. The anti-Semitic world of major league baseball was Goliath, and Hammerin’ Hank was David. With 331 career
homers, a .313 career average and two MVPs, Greenberg won the fight for Jewish baseball players everywhere.
1. Sandy Koufax. In the words of the legendary Walter Sobchak, “3000 years of beautiful tradition, from Moses to Sandy Koufax...
you’re GODDAMN RIGHT I’M LIVING IN THE [BLEEPING] PAST!” Three Cy Youngs, an MVP, and a career ERA of 2.76...how can he
not be number one?
—Alex Bloom, Evans Clinchy, and Liz Hoffman

Playoffs? Don’t talk about
playoffs!

W

e’re approaching the best
part of the baseball season, and I have to say I’m

a little dismayed. My beloved Philadelphia
Phillies are looking very much like contenders this year, as they currently hold a
half-game lead in the National League wild
card standings.
Don’t get me wrong. I am in no way
worried about the Phillies’ chances of capturing their first playoff berth since 1993.
I whole-heartedly believe this is the year
that they return to the playoffs and I sincerely believe they’re going to make some
noise. Can they beat the Mets? I’m not ruling it out.
The Phillies have the NL MVP (Ryan
Howard — 58 home runs and counting),
the best power-hitting second baseman
in baseball (Chase Utley), and a strutting
shortstop who is almost a 30-30 guy (Jimmy
Rollins). Throw in two solid starting pitchers in Brett Myers and Cole Hamels and
you have yourself a good team.
I’m dismayed because I want to continue my path to academic achievement
here at this fine university. I care about my
classes and want to remain in good academic standing, and a playoff series has a
legitimate shot of derailing that goal.
It would be so much easier to be a Red
Sox fan right now. You guys are going to be
able to bear down and study this month
because you won’t have a team to follow.
You guys can sleep easy knowing that you
can focus on your classes, rather than the
time-consuming, desperation-inducing
sport that is Major League Baseball.
Now I know what you loyal members of
the famed “Red Sox Nation” are thinking.
“Bloom, the Red Sox would totally be
the best team in the National League. They
should stop calling it the NL and start calling it the JV, because it’s pathetic.”
I’ll admit the Red Sox did play very
well against the National League. In fact,
back in June, Boston played every team in
the National League East (including the
Phillies) in five straight series. Over that
span, the Red Sox went 14-1.
I even had the nerve to wear my Phillies
jersey into Fenway Park back in June, only
to see the Red Sox pound the Phillies, 102. Josh Beckett of all people was pitching
a perfect game against them through six
innings.
But don’t try to tell me that the Red Sox
were victimized by injuries and a tough
schedule. The season ended well before
the Boston Massacre and the lifeless 9-21
August record for this year’s team. When
August started, the Red Sox played their
first 12 games against teams with a combined winning percentage of .415. Boston
went 5-7 against those teams, including
a three-game sweep at the hands of the
Royals.
The Royals actually won the season
series against the Red Sox this year, taking five of six games. That means that of
the Royals’ 58 wins, eight percent of them
came against Boston. Now that’s a team
you Red Sox fans can be proud of. That
just says that the Red Sox weren’t that good
anyway.
So now that I have to spend the next
month at the mercy of the baseball gods, I
have to ask you Red Sox fans how to cope
with the drama and suspense of the playoffs. After all, your team has been in the
postseason in five of the last eight seasons,
made the ALCS three of those trips, and
won a World Series title in 2004. You seniors
haven’t spent a year at Tufts without watching the Red Sox in the playoffs.
Don’t fret, Red Sox fans. If you still want
to cheer for a playoff team (out of some
sense of withdrawal or something) you can
get behind my Phillies. While I can’t promise you that they won’t get massacred by
the Yankees (World Series, here we come!),
I can promise you that they won’t lose to
the Royals anytime soon.

Alex Bloom is a junior double majoring in
political science and English. You can reach
him at Alexander.Bloom@tufts.edu.
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RUGBY

Women’s team stands out against image of stereotypical rugby player
BY

LIZ HOFFMAN

Daily Editorial Board

Sitting with Charlene Engle and Whitney
Wiegand, the two captains of the women’s
rugby team, you can’t help but think that
these girls are — in the most awe-inspiring, respect-instilling, eyebrow-raising
way — a little bit crazy.
They run, they tackle, they kick, they
pass, and as they’ll tell you, they do it
without pads, timeouts, or prime-time
coverage.
Under the radar of most Tufts students,
the women’s rugby team is challenging the
line between club and varsity, between
sport and torture, between hobby and
obsession.
“All it takes is that first game to hook
you,” said Wiegand, a junior and threeyear veteran of the Tufts team. “When
you’re playing, you’re so focused on what
the rest of your team is doing and on
running plays that you don’t have time
to be scared of getting tackled by the 250pound girl across from you.”
“Honestly, tackling doesn’t hurt that
much once you get used to it, and it’s
fun as hell to do,” Engle added. “It’s even
fun as hell to get tackled sometimes. The
adrenaline rush is unbelievable.”
To the untrained eye, the racing pulse of
this sport is overwhelming. Play is continuous and fast, tackles brutal and without
the benefit of pads, and the rules complicated. But according to Engle, what looks
like complete chaos is actually a perfect
blend of physicality and finesse.
“It looks like just a mass of people
running at each other and tackling each
other, but it’s neat to watch the way we
play this game—the way we get possession of the ball, the way the ball moves
around the field,” Engle said.
And just as that madness yields to patterned plays with a closer scrutiny, nothing about this sport is what it seems, as
Wiegand and Engle will be the first to tell
you.
“There does exist that stereotype of
rugby girls—very large and, for lack of
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The women’s team rugby contends that tackling gives them a rush of adrenaline, and they
don’t wear pads.
a better word, beefy,” Engle said. “That
image has a lot of power and we do really
value those players, but it’s not always
the size that matters. And you should
never be intimidated by a girl of that size
because, if you know how, you can take
her down, and she will fall hard.
“And some of our littlest players are the
ones you should fear the most because
they will break through your line and they
will score and you won’t even know what
hit you,” she continued. “It’s definitely a
sport that can break your stereotypes of
it.”
And while that image of the 18-wheeler
tackle carries a lot of weight in popular
notions about the sport, it’s just another
typecast in a sport that carries more than
its share. Tackling is more about tech-

nique than sheer muscle power and the
fast-paced tempo of the sport requires
split-second reactions and endurance.
“It’s a sport where there is a position for
everybody,” Engle said. “If you’re a huge
girl with thighs of steel, we have a position
for you. If you are five feet tall but fast as
lightning, we’ve got a position for you,
too.”
That team atmosphere is an omnipresent aspect of the game, and contributes
to the sport’s pull among college students
around the country.
“As a team, we do become kind of a
family,” Engle said. “When you join rugby,
you get in pretty deep. You just can’t run
up in a flat line and see your girl get tackled that hard without developing some
sort of bond.”

And while the team has a touch of the
cultish — this is a sport that has its own
songs, post-game partying tradition, and
nearly two centuries of history — Wiegard
and Engle emphasize that the club is
open to any and all who want to play.
“We accept anyone who wants to try
out for our team,” Engle said. “We’ve had
the people who really like fashion who
don’t really like getting dirty, and we’ve
had the girls that will slide at you through
the mud. So we really do have it all, and I
like to think that we accept anybody who
comes with the mindset that they want to
play rugby and have fun.”
Engle’s introduction to the sport was
all chance, when her next-door neighbor
freshman year convinced her to come to a
practice.
“So I went and now I’m still living with
that same girl and I’m captain of the
rugby team,” Engle said. “Everyone was
so friendly and accepting. It’s a very social
team and even now, a lot of my friends are
from the rugby team. It’s really like finding
a niche here at Tufts.”
Wiegand took a more purposeful path
to the pitch. She responded to flyers for
open practices as a freshman and never
looked back.
“I decided that this was something
I was going to do, and I called home
and told my mom and dad ‘I’m playing
rugby,’” Wiegand recalled. “They thought
it would be very short-lived, but I just fell
in love within the first week of practice. I
played soccer my whole life, and as far as
the team atmosphere goes, there’s nothing that compares to it.”
And while many spectators will reach
for clumsy football analogies, rugby’s initiated know — there’s nothing quite like
it.
“I actually don’t like it when people
compare it to football,” Engle said. “Our
tackles aren’t about brute strength, we
don’t stop to call plays, and we don’t pass
forward, so if you want to move the ball
down the field, you’ve got to do it the hard
way. Football players do not do it the hard
way.”

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Jumbos perform well at ITA Regional tourney
BY

EDDIE MISHAN

Perry wins Rookie of the Week
honors in collegiate debut

Contributing Writer

The women’s tennis team
flexed its veteran muscles and
flashed its young talent in the ITA
Regional Tournament over the
weekend.
Looking to improve upon last
year’s showing in the tournament, in which not one Jumbo
advanced into the later rounds in
either singles or doubles, coach
Kate Bayard was pleased with her
stronger lineup this time around.
“It was a good weekend,”
Bayard said. “Although performance varies from person to person, I was happy with the overall
performance.”
Bayard was certainly pleased
by senior tri-captains Jen Luten
and Kylyn Deary who, after being
eliminated in the doubles championship bracket, bounced back
to take first place in the consolation bracket.
“Jen and Kylyn showed character in winning the consolation
bracket,” Bayard said. “They get
stronger with every match.”
“It definitely shows that we can
regroup after we lost in the first
round,” Luten added. “We have a
lot of good things to look forward
to this season.”
Although promising, the
Luten-Deary duo was not the
only successful doubles team
representing Tufts in the tournament. Freshman Meghan
McCooey and sophomore Mari
Homma advanced to the second
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The women’s tennis team competed at the ITA Tournament this past
weekend
round in the doubles championship but lost their second match
to Vassar seniors Kelly Graham
and Debbie Sharnak, 8-4.

“Meghan and Mari played
extremely well in the first round,”
see WOMEN’S TENNIS, page 17

In Saturday’s season opener, freshman safety Alex Perry came
out of nowhere to emerge as a key member of the Jumbos’
defense, and was rewarded with a NESCAC Rookie of the Week
nod in his first collegiate game.
Perry, who didn’t even expect to play in the Jumbos’ season
opener with the Hamilton Continentals, got his big break in the
second quarter, when senior safety Bryan McDavitt was forced to
leave the game with an ankle injury.
In McDavitt’s place, Perry stepped in, and immediately made
his presence known. The 5’10”, 190-pound rookie recorded his
first tackle on just his third down on the field, bringing down
junior receiver Joe Rinaldo after a two-yard gain. Two plays later,
he ended the Hamilton drive by sacking sophomore quarterback
Ben Saccomano.
Perry would record a total of five tackles in the game, but his
biggest play of the day was yet to come. In the fourth quarter,
with six minutes left in the game and Hamilton threatening to
get on the board, Saccomano went long, looking to find Rinaldo
open for a big gain that would put the Continentals in Tufts
territory. Perry made the interception, the Jumbos’ fourth of the
game, at the Tufts 31 yard line, and returned it 11 yards, keeping
the Jumbo shutout intact.
With McDavitt’s status still unknown for the time being, it
remains to be seen how big a role Perry will play in the Jumbos’
defense this season. But after Saturday’s performance, it’s fairly
clear that coach Bill Samko has a reliable new addition to his
secondary.
Perry was not the only Jumbo freshman to make a contribution in his collegiate debut. Tufts first-year kicker Oliver Snider
kicked extra points following Tufts touchdowns in the first and
fourth quarters, and he converted on his first and only field goal
attempt to date, a 23-yard kick in the second quarter. On the
other end of the kicking game, freshman Oliver Gray took over
the punting duties after McDavitt, the team’s regular punter,
went down.
Tufts continues its season on Saturday afternoon in the
Homecoming Game against Bates. The Bobcats fell to Amherst,
31-6, in their season-opener last Saturday.
--Evans Clinchy

