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Tufts Relay for Life
Drama and Dance Chair Cless to
sees fundraising boost retire at end of year
by

Patrick McGrath

Daily Editorial Board

Tufts Relay for Life, which
offered half-priced registration
for its 11th annual April event,
enjoyed increased participation and fundraising during
its Fall Kick-Off on Nov. 14 in
Hotung Café.
As of Sunday, Tufts Relay
for Life consists of 62 teams
and 341 participants and has
raised $8,753 so far for cancer
research, according to Kathryn
Galasso, senior and event cochair of Tufts Relay for Life. At
this time last year, the 49 teams
and 211 participants had only
raised $911, she added.
The kick-off event featured
performances from student
groups S-Factor, Irish Step
Dance, Tufts Tamasha and
senior musician Katja Torres, as
well as free food for those who
signed up.
“It was just a really great
night,”
Andrea
Hurwitz,
American Cancer Society (ACS)
staff partner with Tufts Relay
for Life, said. “We had tons of
people sign up, and we haven’t
actually had a kick-off that
successful in the past, so we’re
really looking forward to a great
season coming up.”
Senior Amanda Borow, event
co-chair of Tufts Relay for Life,

emphasized the importance of
the kick-off in garnering student support.
“Fall Kick-Off is really when
we start the Relay season,” she
said. “It’s really important for
people to start teams early
and then to build them and ...
encourage their team members
to fundraise.”
Whereas Tufts Relay for Life
raised $93,000 total last year,
event co-chair Ariana Riccio
said they hope to accumulate
$115,000 for the ACS by Apr. 12,
the day of the event.
“We have a way to go, but
things usually really pick up
in the spring,” Riccio, a senior,
said.
The Tufts Relay for Life
Committee consists of about 80
students, the largest it has been
in three years, Riccio said. This
year’s freshman class helped
increase excitement for Relay
for Life, as many had participated in the event at their high
schools, Galasso added.
“I think that was sort of the
first point for us,” Galasso said.
“And then just going out, we’ve
had a lot more publicity — we’ve
gone to hall snacks to talk to new
students about Relay, we’ve been
doing fundraisers in the [Mayer]
Campus Center — so I think
see RELAY, page 2

by Stephanie

Haven

Daily Editorial Board

Downing Cless, the associate professor and chair of the
Department of Drama and Dance
who has been a mentor to students
and the fire behind the program’s
diversification of courses and faculty, will retire at the end of the
academic year.
Through countless theatrical
productions and hours of administrative paperwork, Cless has
served two terms as the department’s chair — a six-year stint
starting in 1995 and again since
2009. He has spent his weekdays
in the Aidekman Arts Center for
the last 33 years, often not leaving
the building until 10 p.m.
Though he will remain involved
with Tufts’ alumni relations, he
plans to dedicate the next portion
of his life to directing professional
theater in Boston, volunteering
for environmental causes and
traveling.
“I’ll definitely miss the students,”
Cless said. “The engagement in
production here, with students and
in my classes, is unparalleled.”
From the film studies minor
that began in 1999 to the P.T.
Barnum Award for Excellence in
Entertainment, Cless has been
at the forefront of several interdisciplinary initiatives in the
Drama and Dance Department.

UN rapporteur discusses food
policy, world hunger
by

Daphne Kolios

Daily Editorial Board

Olivier
De
Schutter,
United Nations (UN) Special
Rapporteur on the right to
food, spoke yesterday to an
audience in Cabot Auditorium
about ensuring food security
worldwide.
The lecture, entitled “The
Right to Food: A Weapon Against
Global Hunger,” was sponsored
by the Global Development
and Environment Institute and
co-sponsored by the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy’s
Food Policy Club, the Institute
for Human Security at Fletcher
and the Agriculture, Food and
Environment program at the
Friedman School of Nutrition
Science and Policy.
De Schutter began by discussing the history of the
concept of the right to food,
noting that it was recognized
in the UN’s 1948 Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
The turning point in the
application of the right to food
came at the 1996 World Food
Summit in Rome, Italy, which
prompted a more clarified
definition of the right so that
governments would be able

Nick Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food, visited
the Hill yesterday to discuss global food policy and how to reduce world
see FOOD, page 2 hunger.
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Courtesy the Department of Drama and Dance

Downing Cless, chair of the Drama and Dance Department, has
announced his retirement after 33 years at Tufts.
The P.T. Barnum Award, for
example, sprouted from annual
alumni receptions in New York
City and Los Angeles that Cless
started in 1997.
“That’s a big part of what I feel is
my legacy,” he said.
Since his first term as chair,
enrollment has doubled within the
Drama and Dance Department.
Integrating theater and film stud-

ies from various perspectives, such
as African-American or gay and
lesbian theater and film courses,
was at the crux of Cless’ role in the
department’s expansion.
“Many of his accomplishments
are due to the fact that he is a
person of great integrity,” Natalya
Baldyga, assistant professor in the
see CLESS, page 2

Tufts student Fulbright
numbers decrease
by James

Pouliot

Daily Editorial Board

For the past three years, Tufts
has placed on the Chronicle of
Higher Education’s list of the
top- 40 research institutions for
producing student U.S. Fulbright
Scholars. However, Tufts did not
appear on the Chronicle’s 20122013 list that was released last
month, falling short of the minimum of nine student Fulbright
Scholars needed to qualify.
Considered among the most
prestigious scholarly award programs worldwide, the Fulbright
U.S. Student Program grants
post-graduation fellowships to
selected applicants to conduct
research for nine to 10 months in
other countries. “Fulbrighters,”
as the fellows are called, serve
as both researchers and emissaries of the United States.
Tufts reached its peak during
the 2010-2011 award year, ranking 14th among research institutions producing student Fulbright
Scholars. It has typically placed
in the high thirties and turned
out eight to nine Fulbright recipients each year from a pool of 40
to 50 Tufts applicants, according
to Program Specialist in Scholar
Development Anne Moore, who
coordinates Fulbright applications
from Tufts.

“It’s not just, ‘What are you
going to learn about the country
you’re going to,’ but ‘What are you
going to bring?’” Moore said. “The
trick is having a balance between
those two things.”
Moore said that Tufts’ absence
from the Chronicle’s ranking is a function of rule changes and a relatively
small applicant pool, explaining that
the number of Fulbright recipients a
university needs in order to secure
a spot on the list has been changed
from eight to nine in recent years.
Although nine Tufts students
received a Fulbright scholarship
this year, one was given an English
Teaching Assistantship in France,
which does not technically qualify
for the Chronicle’s list, she said.
Tufts applicants in this year’s pool
were accepted at a rate of about 16
to 20 percent, Moore said, while the
average rate of acceptance in the top
40 this year was just shy of 25 percent.
Nationally, she estimated that the
Fulbright Program gives the award to
10 percent or fewer applicants.
Moore speculated that part of
the reason for Tufts’ lower participation in the program is a low
profile on campus, as advisors and
faculty members do not actively
encourage students to consider
Fulbright as a post-graduation
option. In addition, she said many
see FULBRIGHT, page 2
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Tufts Relay for Life continues fundraising efforts
RELAY

continued from page 1

we’ve had a very public image.”
To spread their message, Tufts Relay
for Life illuminated lunch bags to spell
out “hope” on the hill next to Tisch
Library the night before the kick-off.
Members of the committee also stood
near the display to inform people about
the event, Borow said.
“We definitely had more success than
we did last year,” she said.
In addition to the kick-off, the group
worked with several fraternities to raise
additional funds through Party for Life
from Nov. 15 to 17. Alpha Tau Omega,
Alpha Epsilon Pi, Zeta Beta Tau, Sigma
Epsilon and Theta Chi welcomed students who purchased individual party
tickets or a wristband for all three
nights.
Proceeds from both the kick-off and
Party for Life, which Borow said raised
around $2,000, will be directly donated
to the ACS.
“It really is a great event for us and for
the Greek community to come together
to get the word out about Relay,” Borow
said. “It’s a fantastic way to reach out to
freshmen, [who are] usually the biggest
pool of participants.”
Galasso said that one of the goals this
year is to encourage more team fundraising events so that teams will be able
to set and attain achievable goals.
“We’re also trying to get maybe a bar
night or a restaurant night,” Hurwitz
said. “There definitely will be more
fundraising events coming up, as well as
the spring Party for Life.”
There will be another kick-off in
February, where even more people will
sign up since it is closer to the actual
event, Riccio noted.
“I want people to really embrace the
event as something that they look forward to all year,” Borow said. “We’ve
had phenomenal success in regard to
where we stand with other colleges in
the region. I’m just really excited to see
where it goes, because it’s just been get-

Virginia Bledsoe / The Tufts Daily

This month’s Tufts Relay for Life Fall Kick-Off proved a success, raising nearly $8,000 more than last year and registering over 100
more students.

De Schutter promotes right to food, policy revision
FOOD

continued from page 1

to take concrete steps toward reducing
world hunger, he said.
“The right to food is increasingly
used as a reference point in global
discussions on food security in ways it
had not been until the mid-1990s,” De
Schutter said.
De Schutter outlined four elements
that define the legal right to food: availability, or ensuring that there is enough
food to feed a given population; accessibility, or guaranteeing the population’s
access to food; adequacy, or guaranteeing a healthy diet; and absorption, or
utilization.
“The right to food means a duty
imposed on governments to adapt
action plans that shall allow governments to be held accountable in the
long run for implementing the promises
they make,” he said. “To put in place

strategies, action plans, that define a
timeline for measures ... based on an
understanding of what people face by
listening to what people say [and] having them participate.”
According to De Schutter, governments are responsible for not infringing
on the right to food and creating sustainable policies that allow all to have
access to adequate food.
Government strategies must therefore
encourage civic discussion over priorities and obstacles and demonstrate that
food security is a government priority,
he said.
“[These strategies are a] way for us
to avoid becoming hostage to the short
term [and] keeping in mind the long
term,” De Schutter said.
Although governments may adopt
short-term strategies, such as reducing
import tariffs when food prices increase,
he explained that these measures can

University to promote Fulbright
award in several departments
FULBRIGHT

continued from page 1

potential applicants study abroad during
their junior year, which is the prime season for discussing the Fulbright program.
Moore plans to make changes that will
improve the program’s visibility among potential applicants on campus. She is in the process of creating a comprehensive brochure of
opportunities for scholarships, funding and
independent research that will be available
for students at orientation. She also hopes to
change the program’s perception as exclusive
to hard sciences and community health.
“The idea of scholar development,”
she said, “is that as early as sophomore
year, at the same time that you’re picking a major, you’re thinking, ‘What are
the research opportunities that this field
opens up for me?’”
Assistant Professor of History Elizabeth
Foster, who spent 2011-12 in France as

part of the Fulbright program for faculty and professionals, agreed that faculty
members should reach out to students
about applying for the separate student
branch of the Fulbright award.
“As a history professor, I think it’s something that we should definitely be talking to
our students about,” she said. “Maybe some
advisors are really good at that, but I think
others might be not as aware of potential
opportunities.
Stanley Jacobson, professor at the Tufts
School of Medicine and another 2011-2012
U.S. Scholar Fulbright recipient, suggested
that inviting Fulbright Scholars to campus
could raise the program’s profile.
“A Fulbright is a great experience, and it’s
a very responsible experience,” he said. “It’s
not really a study-abroad; you’ve got to
take it very seriously. I was not only representing my university, but I’m representing the United States.”

have negative long-term repercussions
that ultimately preclude food security.
De Schutter instead encouraged “long
term, multi-year strategies” that establish accountability mechanisms to build
national food policies.
He also emphasized participatory
civic involvement and dialogue in forming policies.
“The right to participate shall be
granted by civic ... organizations, and
will not be denied to them based on
government’s technocratic solutions
rather than participatory approaches,”
De Schutter said.
He believes that the effort to ensure
global food security cannot be treated in
isolation from other initiatives, such as
biofuels, climate change or trade policies, as this can have a negative effect.
“Biofuel policies were shaped and
implemented completely apart from
their importance for food security con-

cerns,” he said.
De Schutter recognized current priorities facing the local effort to ensure
global food security, noting that action
must be taken to “re-localize” the food
system to establish a better connection
between domestic producers and the
urban population, as well as support
the move toward a more sustainable
food system.
In order to accomplish this, he said
that government initiatives should be
monitored and amended if necessary.
“We must measure the effectiveness
of policies, examine whether the policies are effective, and if not, revise,” De
Schutter said.
Those most affected by global hunger
should also be consulted when making
policy decisions, he added.
“We will never succeed in reducing
poverty without listening to the poor,”
De Schutter said.

Drama and Dance enrollment
doubled under chair’s tenure
CLESS

continued from page 1

Department of Drama and Dance, told the
Daily in an email. “He takes his responsibilities
very seriously and is committed to making the
department the best that it can be.”
Before he leaves, Cless said he hopes to lay
the foundation for additional theater space on
the Medford/Somerville campus, as well as
work with the university to construct a campus television studio in support of the film
studies minor.
Though it is not likely that he will complete
these projects before the end of the year, professor of Drama and Dance Barbara Wallace
Grossman said she hopes to find a new chair
who will build on the strengths Cless has
engrained in the department.
Grossman began the search for Cless’
replacement last spring, advertising the position to senior faculty at other universities.
From the 40 applicants, she said, a selection

committee chose four finalists, each of whom
will present a 30-minute talk on a subject of
their choice to faculty, staff and students.
“We want someone who is a renowned
scholar, proven leader, a teacher, someone
who can direct or participate in a practical way
in the production program,” Grossman said.
“The complexity of our department means we
need someone who can direct a play, but also
write a book; be a scholar artist.”
Although the candidates’ names are currently confidential, with three of these lectures
next month and one in January, Grossman
said she hopes to announce the new chair as
soon as possible.
Cless said he is glad to pass on the position
to someone new with fresh ideas.
“We’re optimistic and excited at the prospect to bring these four people to campus,”
Grossman said. “We hope that we’ll find a
wonderful match where we select a candidate
who is passionate about coming to Tufts.”
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Step culture thrives at Tufts with rich
history, longstanding tradition
by

Alexa Petersen |
Jeminist: A Jumbo Feminist

Fempocalypse

Caitlin McClure
Daily Staff Writer

The lights come up in Cohen Auditorium
to reveal eight men. They’re dressed in all
black with bright red ties around their necks,
and as they start to move, a heavy beat fills
the stage. The students are members of the
campus male step team BlackOut, and they
have centuries of history behind them.
Step dancing, a form of traditionally
African-American dance made up of rhythms
created by the hands and feet while moving
in formation and responding to chants or
calls, has maintained a strong presence at
Tufts over recent years.
This dance form has a long and rich history rooted in African dance tradition and the
history of step originates from African tribal
cultures, according to Assistant Professor
of Dance and Drama Monica Ndounou.
The drum, an important instrument for
communication, rituals and everyday life
in these cultures, laid the rhythmic foundations for step. Step evolved as a percussive
form of dance with an objective of making
music using one’s body as an instrument,
she explained.
More specifically, step descended from
the gumboot dance, which was used as a
form of communication in South African
mines, Vice President of the African Student
Organization (ASO) and sophomore Hafsa
Anoua said. The miners were not allowed to
speak to each other and communicated and
entertained each other by stomping their
gumboots on the ground.
This form of expressive dance, combined
with elements of African rhythmic dance
and music, transferred to the United States
through slavery. During this time, it continued to play a prominent role in African
American culture.
“It becomes a way of survival and a way
of maintaining culture,” Ndounou said. “You
can see a little bit of every era of black history
etched into the step culture.”
According to Ndounou, black fraternities
and sororities popularized step in American
culture. Anoua traced the exact emergence
of step on college campuses to 1906 when
black students were denied entrance to a
white fraternity at Cornell University.
“My experiences with step teams stem
from the fraternities and sororities, having
gone to a historically black college,” Director
of the Africana Center Katrina Moore said.
“It’s just another form of expression that’s
used throughout the community.”
Step more recently has been broadly popularized through the film industry, with the
emergence of mainstream movies featuring the dance form such as Stomp the Yard
(2007), Ndounou said.
At Tufts, while the step tradition is not
based on fraternities and sororities, the step
groups share these organizations’ values of
brotherhood, sisterhood and community.
BlackOut, Tufts’ first all-male step group,
and Envy, Tufts’ all-female step group, both
unofficially performed their first shows in
the Spirit of Color Fall Show in 2003, according to BlackOut’s website. This show gave
step the needed exposure, and BlackOut
was officially established in Jan. 2004, with
Envy following shortly after in 2005.
Both became part of the ASO, honoring
the African heritage of their performing
art, according to the BlackOut mission
statement.
“When I first came to Tufts, I wanted to be
part of that community because they seemed
really close, like brothers,” co-captain Wale
Odulate-Williams, a junior, said. “Now I can
really see that brotherhood aspect and the
joint goal to be successful in what we do.”
Classmate and fellow co-captain Jared
Vallair shared similar sentiments.
“As we joined the team and went through
tryouts, the bonds that you make and the
closeness — we’re really just like brothers
now,” he said. “Having a close-knit group
I can call my brothers is helpful, being far
from home.”
The nature of the art itself, as well as the
thrill of competition, has attracted many
students to the step culture and resonated
with the Tufts community.

Justin McCallum / The Tufts Daily

Members of Tufts first all-male step group BlackOut reflect a successful, close-knit and
competitive culture of step dancing on campus.
“I’m not a super sports fan. I don’t play
on many teams. And so to come to Tufts
and be able to do something athletic, the
intensity, the thrill and the love of the crowd
was a great factor,” Vallair said.
“I enjoy competing because there is so
much adrenaline and hype,” Envy co-captain Jameelah Morris, a senior, said. “We have
so much hunger for winning and showing off
what we’ve been practicing extremely hard
for. You can feel the energy from the crowd.”
Morris stepped in both middle and
high school and came to Tufts with a
desire to continue her participation with
the dance form.
“I was impressed with how much energy
[Envy] had and how much they excited the
crowd,” she said, reflecting on the group’s
performance at her freshman orientation. “I
knew those were qualities I wanted to have.”
Few members of BlackOut had any prior
experience before arriving on campus,
according to the captains.
“The main point we try to get across when
we recruit is we don’t look for any experience, we mainly look for ambition and an
open mind,” Vallair said.
Break the Stage is an annual New England
intercollegiate step competition put on by
the ASO at Tufts and was held on Nov. 10 in
Cohen Auditorium in its ninth consecutive
year. Break the Stage is the first official show
for all rookies to the team and allows them
to present themselves to their friends and to
the Tufts community, Vallair explained.
“This is like [our] home court. Since we
close, we like to make sure you remember
our performance,” he said.
Break the Stage is also one of the biggest
fall-semester shows for Envy.
“We spend the first three months training the new girls, so their big performance
to show they are part of Envy is at Break the
Stage,” Morris said. “We go all over the country to compete, but it is always nice being
able to show your own community what
you’ve been doing.”
This year, ASO made a special effort to
reconnect Break the Stage to its goals of education on African heritage.

“We wanted people to not just come
and see the performance, but [also to]
have people learn about the origins of step
[and] to know step as a way of expression,”
Anoua said. “Break the Stage has been a
great event, but hasn’t been associated with
the African culture.”
In order to achieve this goal, Anoua put
together a video on the roots of step culture,
which served as a preview to the competition
and informed the audience on the details of
its African origins.
In addition to Break the Stage, both
BlackOut and Envy perform in a wide variety
of step competitions, dance competitions
and community shows.
“We really get the privilege to represent
Tufts in many places, especially out of state,”
Vallair said. “We try to embark on major
opportunities so people realize Tufts has
more to offer than a good education. We get
to show that Tufts has a wide range of students with a wide range of interests.”
Step is a tradition that is still evolving and
finding its place in the Tufts community.
Although Envy and BlackOut support each
other’s work, they hope for greater collaboration in the future, according to Morris.
Envy also hopes to build upon their relationship with the ASO. Currently the group’s
contact is limited to collaboration on Break
the Stage and performing at the organization’s cultural show in the spring.
“We hope to further develop our relationship with them past just performing,”
Morris said.
Constantly evolving from its rich heritage, step has first and foremost become
a highly successful, competitive and
entertaining combination of sport and
dance. The group’s long hours of practice
week after week, meticulous attention to
detail and constant team building are all
channeled into putting on a great show,
Morris explained.
“Once you’re on the stage you leave
it on the stage,” Odulate-Williams said.
“Everything goes into that one-, five- or
10-minute performance you’ve been
working on.”

I

t’s the Sunday after Thanksgiving, and my
housemates and I, stuffed chock full of
pumpkin pie and awkward tales of family
dining, sit down to have dinner together.
My housemate Arlen brings up a particularly entertaining article she found on the Fox
News website. The article, summed up succinctly, is about why “feminists” are ruining
the institution of marriage.
This, I tell you, sparks an idea. What if...
just what if... we search “feminists” on the
Fox News website. What would we find? Well
my friends, we found some great, great stuff.
From the way that these people describe
“feminists,” you would think we are a group of
Elizabeth Warren-worshiping, contraceptivehoarding political junkies who eat nothing but
Nature Valley bars and occasionally wash our
hair in the river with organic soap products.
It’s fascinating — Fox News has personified
“feminists” as a tight-knit and strategically
thinking political group, rather than an identification of many people who simply believe
in equal rights. It’s like they think we’re a super
PAC — the feminist equivalent to Karl Rove
here is obviously Nancy Pelosi who is obviously plotting the ruin of America. Interesting
too, only liberal women can be “feminists” in
the Fox News world, not conservative women.
I’d bet those hippy-liberal-women-feminists
think even Michele Bachmann deserves to be
a feminist if she wants to — you know how us
liberals feel about choice!
So I thought, why not! Lets delve further.
Why not peruse the website and really get a
good idea of exactly the kind of “feminists”
Fox News is talking about. There’s got to be
some themes going on in there. So, peruse I
did. And this is the good stuff that I found.
The first hit is the aforementioned article
about how women are ruining marriage. This
article is called “The war on men” — an obvious reference to the “War on Women.” So
clever! I like how they switched around a concept in which lawmakers tried to take away
the rights of women over their reproductive
health to be a concept about ruining a man’s
right to find “desirable” women to marry.
Captivating stuff! I see what you did there.
Many articles mirrored this newsworthy marriage-ruining trend. I call this the “feminists
for marriage apocalypse” theme.
Moving on, we’ve got the elegantly titled
“Are Feminists Jealous of Sarah Palin?” article.
This is a published transcript from an interview by Laura Ingraham on “The O’Reilly
Factor” in 2009, interviewing two others
about Sarah Palin. This line from the article
was just so incredibly excellent, the best service I could do to it is to quote it in full: “Admit
it right now. Palin is hot. She is pro-life. She
shoots. She hunts. She has a big family. And
all these feminists are like just seething with
jealousy about it.” Hit the nail on the head
with that one, Laura! Just seething with jealousy. The commentators move on to criticize
the “spinster, childless columnists” that dislike Palin. I regret — as a spinster, childless
columnist — I bear no exception to the rule. I
call this the “feminists for Republican apocalypse” theme.
Last, we have a compilation of concepts
over one umbrella theme, which more or
less recounts what we “feminists” just don’t
understand. We’ve got the “feminists don’t
understand that true self-sufficiency from
men means Republican ideals” concept.
We’ve got the “feminists don’t understand
that Obama is bribing them with contraception” concept. Romney evidently hopped on
the bandwagon with this one. Don’t forget
the “feminists just ruin everything” concept.
Pervasive throughout my searches. In total, I
call this compilation the “feminists are blind
and here comes the apocalypse” theme.
So, my friends, those are just a modest few
of the themes I found on my journey. I wish
you luck on yours, if you so choose it. Happy
Apocalypse!
Alexa Petersen is a senior majoring in
political science and peace and justice
studies. She can be reached at Alexa.
Petersen@tufts.edu.
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Interview | Oberhofer

Oberhofer dishes on influences, karaoke,
Dalmation costumes
by Justin

McCallum

Daily Editorial Board

If you met Brad Oberhofer, frontman
of the indie rock group that shares his
surname, you’d be surprised to learn that
he’s a burgeoning rock star. The reserved
young man transforms when he hits the
stage with his bandmates.
The band Oberhofer, which just
wrapped up a tour with Matt and Kim,
has achieved wild success this year on the
festival circuit — playing at Lollapalooza,
Austin City Limits and Coachella — and
in the mainstream music industry. You
may recognize the spirited bunch of guys
from their performance on Letterman
earlier this year. Still, the boys of
Oberhofer are a down-to-earth bunch,
as we found when they sat down with
the Daily before their opening set at the
House of Blues on Nov. 16.

The Tufts Daily: Brad, you come from a
very musical family yourself with your
mother being an opera singer and your
sister being a YouTube star — how has that
environment influenced you?
Brad Oberhofer: You know, I really hated
my Mom’s opera singing when I was a
young kid ... and I think in my rebellious
phase I pretended to hate classical music.
As soon as I made it to the other side of
that, I realized it’s the music I connect with
personally.
TD: You’ve had the opportunity to tour
with Matt and Kim for the past few months
— who else would you want to work with?
Pete Sustarsic: The chance to team up with
Grizzly Bear would be pretty awesome.
Matt Scheiner: Oh, goddamn it, that’d be
sick. They’re so, so awesome.
TD: Oberhofer is blowing up right now.
What’s next for you guys?
MS: Who knows? This was such a crazy
year. Hopefully, next year will be as crazy
or crazier.
TD: What have been some of the highlights?
Dylan Treleven: Going to Lisbon, Portugal
was really amazing.

Danny Penny via Flickr Creative Commons

Lead singer Brad Oberhofer lends his name to his acclaimed band, Oberhofer.
MS: Where we rode and crashed motorscooters for the very first time.
BO: Matt fell, and [our tour manager] Rubes

MOVIE REVIEW

Brendan Donohue
Contributing Writer

Drawing from current events to create a dystopian alternative reality, Dan
Bradley creates a world in “Red Dawn”

Red Dawn
Starring Chris Hemsworth, Josh
Peck, Josh Hutcherson
Directed by Dan Bradley
that proves both exciting and disappointingly immature. An explosive, fastpaced flick that touches on themes of
national pride and modern vulnerability,
this movie may not have been boring,
but it wasn’t smart either. Basically, it’s
exactly what viewers would look for in
this sort of film.
“Red Dawn,” a remake of the 1984
film of the same name, follows a group
of young adults in Spokane, Washington
whose town is overtaken by North

TD: Matt and Kim are some crazy cats.
see OBERHOFER, page 6

Restaurant Review

Thrilling ‘Red Dawn’ is
barely believable
by

totally trashed his bike.

Korean troops in a massive invasion of
North America. The film provides context in a newsreel in the opening credits. It explains the conditions of North
Korea and its invasions of neighboring
Asian countries. It also includes wellplaced clips of President Obama and
other modern public figures discussing
this international threat, which is very
helpful in introducing the viewer to
this cinematographic world. Spokane is
portrayed as an American town generic enough that any viewer feels this
invasion could happen to them, which
makes the film feel personal.
Josh Peck stars as Matt Eckert, a high
school student who lives with his police
chief father in suburban Spokane. Peck
has come a very long way in the past 10
years and the viewer is able to take him
seriously, despite his former fame on
Nickelodeon shows. He aptly portrays
his character’s brotherly competition
and his love for his beautiful girlfriend,
Erica (Isabel Lucas). His brother, Jed,
see RED, page 6

Tu Y Yo boasts
traditional recipes
from old Mexico
by

Elizabeth Landers
Daily Staff Writer

The food scene in the Somerville
and Medford area adjacent to Tufts has
improved by leaps and bounds in the

Tu Y Yo
858 Broadway Avenue
Somerville, MA 02144
617-623-5411
Price Range: $$
past 20 or 30 years, since the Red Line
was extended from Harvard Square.
Though the pickings are still not in quite
the same vein as L’Espalier or Craigie
on Main, the neighborhood does offer
both new and established gems for dining. Call it gentrification, or call it a love
of soulful cooking with locally sourced
see TU, page 6

Megan Clark | Where’s the Craic?

Daniel
Day-Lewis

L

incoln” (2012), featuring Daniel DayLewis in the title role, has been out
for fewer than two weeks and I have
already seen it twice. Movies about
iconic American presidents are outside
the scope of this column, so all I can say is
please go see “Lincoln.” It is outstanding
and might change your life.
Much of the magic behind “Lincoln”
comes from Daniel Day-Lewis, the greatest actor of our time. I understand that this
is a fairly subjective matter and that any
readers who have not seen “Little Fockers”
(2010) are probably yelling “What about
De Niro?” Hang on, though. I think I make
a pretty good case.
Other readers may ask, “Why do you
talk about Daniel Day-Lewis so much?
Isn’t he English?” Yes and no. Daniel DayLewis was born in England to Jill Bacon,
an English actress, and Cecil Day-Lewis,
an Irish poet and the Poet Laureate of the
United Kingdom. He has dual British and
Irish citizenship — the Republic of Ireland
is completely independent from the
United Kingdom — and resides in County
Wicklow, a mountainous region in eastern
Ireland. Throughout the years, Day-Lewis
has made a concerted effort to make films
in both Ireland and the United States. He
has not made a British film since 1986
and, while he seems to be in the American
stage of his career, he has made significant
contributions to Irish film with movies
such as “My Left Foot” (1989) and “In the
Name of the Father” (1993), both of which
I have reviewed for this column. So, Daniel
Day-Lewis is inarguably British, but his
film choices and his interviews reveal that
he considers himself Irish as well.
In addition to being certifiably Irish,
Day-Lewis is also the most phenomenal
actor I have ever seen. At this point in his
career, he is famous — or perhaps infamous — for his method acting. On the set
of “My Left Foot,” he would not break from
playing a severely handicapped man and
had to be carried around by the crew. While
filming “Lincoln,” he sent texts to his costar, Sally Field, as the Great Emancipator
himself. Despite the distracting discourse
surrounding Day-Lewis’ process, we are
able to forget about it all when we watch
him, or more accurately the characters he
creates, on screen. Some actors, even very
good ones, have mannerisms that they
carry with them from role to role. Fans
of the grown-up Leonardo DiCaprio are
accustomed to his furrowed brow. DayLewis does not have any equivalent. As
Jessica Winter noted in her recent TIME
article on the actor, Day-Lewis does not
even speak at the same pitch in every
film. His voice can sound radically different from one movie to the next. There
are no tics in Day-Lewis’ performances.
Therefore, there are no markers to tie us
to him as an actor. He simply dissolves
into the characters he is playing.
While Day-Lewis’ life choices never
detract from his movies, they are quite
fantastical. He has become a legend as
both man and actor. In between filming “The Boxer” (1997) and “Gangs of
New York” (2002), Day-Lewis took five
years off. He spent some of that time in
Florence, Italy, apprenticing as a cobbler.
He comes to events dressed in 1920s-style
tweed suits. He wore an over-sized bow
tie to the Oscars in 1989. And, last but not
least, Daniel Day-Lewis is a very attractive man. Do a Google image search.
Watch “Last of the Mohicans” (1992).
You’ll be impressed.
In conclusion, talent, dedication, eccentricity and yes, good looks combine to
make Daniel Day-Lewis the greatest actor
working today.
In my next and final column, I will
be reviewing “The Boxer” starring, you
guessed it, Daniel Day-Lewis.

Megan Clark is a junior majoring in history. She can be reached at Megan.Clark@
tufts.edu.

The Tufts Daily

6

Arts & Living

Wednesday, November 28, 2012

Entertaining ‘Red Dawn’ barely remains believable
RED

continued from page 5

played by Chris Hemsworth,
is a strong, brave Marine who
recently returned home. Jed’s
useful expertise and powerful
speeches inspire the high school
kids to rally up against the
Koreans. This character is especially believable, albeit corny. In
fact, it now is almost impossible
to imagine Hemsworth playing
any other sort of person. The
women in the film, although
resourceful and strong themselves, are portrayed mainly as
girlfriends. This is a shallow,
unfortunate inclusion.
Josh Hutcherson of “The
Hunger Games” (2012) fame is
also featured in “Red Dawn.”
Here, he is a naive, average kid
who shows how quickly one can
become trained like a marine
when the situation calls for it.
Reality gets stretched here, as the
plot asserts that a group of teens
spending a few weeks in the
woods practicing weaponry and
hand-to-hand combat will have
enough skills to take on a trained
army. The guerrilla warfare tactics of the film are suspenseful
and exhilarating. While they are
sometimes ridiculous, they don’t

detract too much from the film,
even if they include the use of a
skateboard bomb.
Borrowing even the names
of characters from the original
film, as well as all of the major
themes and plot points, “Red
Dawn” still manages to be somewhat fresh and new, and the
movie generally does not feel like
a stale repeat. Although some
have deemed the replacement of
the USSR with Koreans silly and
irresponsible, this changed plot
point helps the film play to the
fact that Korea has proven to be
an unpredictable contemporary
armed nation.
The urban Washington setting
provides an excellent backdrop
and the war zone it becomes
during the film is depicted
incredibly well and believably.
Gunfights and explosions in the
middle of the city are done well
enough that they draw the viewer into the movie. Importantly,
the complacency of many citizens and inability for characters
to communicate with each other
effectively regarding the crisis
draws the viewer’s attention to
the question of what might happen if something like this were
to actually occur.

Courtesy FilmDistrict/epk.tv

Chris Hemsworth stars as a teenage guerrilla soldier in the remake of “Red Dawn.”
“Red Dawn” is a fun and exciting film that will please those
looking for action-filled entertainment, engrossing characters and

a plot that does not grow tired.
Although a little absurd at times
and too reliant on the theme of
youths taking down “The Man,”

this movie is very enjoyable and
successfully immerses the viewer
after he or she manages to suspend disbelief.

Tu Y Yo remains understated Somerville focal point
TU

continued from page 5

ingredients. Though the rotary just past the
edge of campus houses student favorite
Dunkin’ Donuts, it is also the location of
steadfast local Mexican eatery Tu Y Yo, a
restaurant so familiar that it’s often written
off. As the weather drops to freezing, piping
hot comfort food of a different variety than
those found at a burger and mac and cheese
joint will likely become more than appetizing to students.
The restaurant, which has been situated on the rotary for more than ten years
now, exudes quaint warmth with booths
by street-side windows and decor in deep
purple and bright golden colors. In the front
entrance, the walls are slightly cluttered with
Zagat stamps of approval and “Boston’s Best”
awards, as well as laudatory reviews. Inside,
however, the space feels more relaxed.
Quiet for a weeknight, it was easy to slip in
without reservation. This was amenable to a
student schedule that is unfortunately ruled
more by recitations hours than a biological
hunger clock. The lengthy menu is displayed
in the windows, along with weekly dish specials such as Mexican spaghetti and cactus
margaritas. It’s doubtful that even a party
full of the most selective eaters wouldn’t find
some vegetarian or gluten-free option in this
tradition of the Mexican kitchen. After some
serious browsing, Googling — for those not
fluent in specific Mexican spices and flavors
-— and questioning of the patient waitress,
several dishes were selected. Menus with
too many options often indicate a desire to
appeal to too many palettes instead of focusing on a few key ingredients and menu items.
However, Tu Y Yo avoids this trap — despite
the staggering list of appetizers, seafood,
pork, beef, chicken and vegetarian dishes,
each we tried had clearly been prepared with
close attention to flavors.
To begin the meal, the empanadas de
platano macho y queso satisfied every sweet
and sour combination craving as they blend-

kyra sturgill / the Tufts Daily

The menu at Tu Y Yo, which includes dishes like empanadas and avocado cheesecake, pays homage to the cuisine of old Mexico.
ed creamy, mild cheese into a sweet, pounded plantain pocket. The crescent shaped
empandas were oilier than the flaky, savory
sort found in South America, but they were
nonetheless delicious when topped with
the sweet cream garnish. For a salad lover,
the Japoamore with spinach, celery, apples
and cucumbers doused in yogurt-balsamic
dressing provided a lighter fare for starters.
Tu Y Yo’s hearty platas, or main dishes, come
in every meat, poultry, seafood and vegetarian
variety that one could ever dream of. Chopped
pork tenderloin sauteed with a peanut and
jalapeno pepper sauce, cactus paddles stuffed
with cheese, and tilapia filet prepared in a
pumpkin seed sauce specifically stand out as

exotic, especially for students accustomed to
Somerville dining. If you’re erring on the safe
side, the carnitas are a reliable bet, though
inspect the pork loin to make sure it’s not too
fatty. Last but not least, for the sweet tooth in
every group, the dessert list is short and sweet.
Avocado cheesecake and Pastel del Nopal —
a cactus cake with tequila — should be the
focus, though the latter was already gone by
the time dessert time rolled around.
The kitchen takes well-deserved pride
in its recipes. Dishes and asterisks on the
menu indicate which recipes originate in
old Mexico. Half of the dishes on the menu
are followed by parentheses with a name
and date. It turns out these items and recipes

have been passed from generation to generation, dating as far back as 100 years ago.
As modern diners, we often forget to inquire
about the historical context of the food we
consume; instead, we just sit, eat and text
at the table before rushing out. This habit
of subtly adding a name, a time and a proverbial face adds an authenticity, a personal
connection with the kitchen. Even exquisite
fine dining often lacks this touch. Tu Y Yo
offers no facade of fine dining or pretention.
Though it could use an interior facelift, the
menu boasts some of the most authentic
Mexican dining for the area. Anna’s Taqueria
may be far cheaper, but in this case, you pay
for what you get.

Oberhofer shares stories about touring, band history
OBERHOFER

continued from page 5

Any especially noteworthy stories
of being on tour with them?

DT: Barbecuing in a parking lot
in Amarillo, Texas when Matt and
Kim’s bus broke down. Swimming
nude in the Atlantic Ocean in
South Beach at four in the morning after karaoke in a dive bar.
MS: And before the karaoke, we
did a $20 all-you-can-drink before
midnight deal, and then were like,
“We should do karaoke!” and we
Googled it and were like, “Wow,

the best place in Miami is across
the street! Let’s go!” Then we did
karaoke in a dive bar with fake
instruments and this crazy old
hag bartender with one tooth and
spent like $100 dollars on alcohol and then ran naked into the
sea. And Ben swam naked into
the pitch-black sea like 300 feet
out into the ocean where nobody
could see or hear him, didn’t get
eaten by a shark and swam back.
We all went home alive that night.
TD: You have a really unique sound
that [spans everything] from dancepunk to indie-pop — who do you

guys find in your audience?

MS: Whoever likes it. We aim for
high-energy audience members.
But I found we get a lot of younger
people who are 16 to 22, but we
also get a lot of older folks from
35 to 50 who are still into checking out new music, as I hope to be
when I am that age.
TD: Matt, why the glockenspiel?
MS: Well, when I showed up at the
first rehearsal, Brad was holding it
and said, “Hey, would you mind
playing it?” And I said, “Let’s do

it, I’m game.” I had never played
pitch percussion before, [but] I’ve
taken quite a liking to it.
TD: Brad, tell me about the
Dalmatian costume.
BO: There was about a year and
a half in my childhood where I
only wore a Dalmatian costume
every day. Spent a lot of time in
that thing. Other than that, I was
really determined to become a
famous rapper. I really thought it
was going to happen.
TD: Holiday season is coming up.

What’s on everyone’s list for Santa
or the Hanukkah fairy?
MS: I found this really awesome
bow, like archery bow, with a
Kingfisher for fishing. It’s the one
thing I really want. Archery is so
big right now with “The Hunger
Games” (2012) and “The Avengers”
(2012).
BO: I got myself a trombone for
Hanukkah this year. Self-gifting.
DT: Maybe I can get my parents to
ship my records out here. Or a job
for Christmas would be cool.
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Municipal attempts to zone out medical
marijuana unjust
This month’s election saw 63 percent of Massachusetts voters approve
Question 3, legalizing the use of medical marijuana in the Commonwealth. A
number of municipalities in the state,
however, have begun to change their
zoning laws to prevent the opening
of new dispensaries near schools or
in other public spaces. According to
an article in yesterday’s Boston Globe,
some local boards and town councils, including those of Reading and
Wakefield, have taken this a step further by enacting bylaws that ban the
establishment of medical cannabis
dispensaries.
Not only are these policies myopic,
as the legal strength of their laws is
questionable in the face of a widely approved state-level question, but
they are also unfair to those who could
benefit from medical marijuana for
pain management but may not have
the ability to travel great distances to
obtain it.

The ballot question itself reads, “A
YES VOTE would enact the proposed
law eliminating state criminal and civil
penalties related to the medical use of
marijuana, allowing patients meeting
certain conditions to obtain marijuana produced and distributed by new
state-regulated centers or, in specific
hardship cases, to grow marijuana for
their own use.”
The reactionary decisions from
Reading and Wakefield attempt to
reapply those same “civil penalties”
related to the dispensaries — penalties that a majority of Massachusetts’
citizens are against.
The intent of the law is to help
patients assuage pain. Wanda James,
co-owner of the dispensary Simply
Pure in Denver, Colo., was quoted by
the Globe as saying, “It’s important for
us to be able to show it’s not for kids,
it’s not about being stoned, it truly is
bringing help to people who are suffering from nausea ... We see a lot of

cancer patients, we see a lot of end-oflife patients.”
Not all attempts to organize how the
law will take effect have been as contrary
to the Question’s intent. Some towns have
been constructive in trying to determine
how the process of medical marijuana
distribution will take place. Malden and
Salem both decided to allow dispensaries
to operate where other medical services
are located, an approach that promotes
patient access and addresses the concerns of those who would attempt to
eliminate access to medical cannabis
outright in their townships. Changes like
these are sensible approaches to accommodating the reform that received overwhelming support statewide.
Now that the law has taken effect,
it promises to receive much attention
from consultants and lawyers with great
amounts of experience in other states.
We hope the process moving forward
can be as orientated toward alleviating
the pain of patients as the law is itself.
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Extramarital affairs should not affect employment status of government officials
by

William Rose

Connect2mason

General David Petraeus stepped down
from his position as the Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency on Nov. 9,
2012 amidst criticism concerning his
affair with his personal biographer, Paula
Broadwell. This certainly is not the first
time a public official has been pressured
to step down from a powerful office in
response to the elucidation of an extramarital affair — Bill Clinton, arguably
one of the most effective presidents of
our time and consistently ranked in the
top quartile, was impeached after allegations of having a relationship with
Monica Lewinsky. But to what degree do
our “extracurricular activities” actually
affect our ability to carry out our jobs?
People in Europe didn’t understand
why Bill Clinton stood to lose his job after
having an affair; they largely considered
extramarital affairs to have no bearing
on leadership capacity. While there may
be a difference in cultural norms, generally speaking, between Europe and the

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position
of The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

United States, the underlying presumption, from a European perspective, still
stands: Why would a leader’s personal
affairs be of concern to American citizens?
Even when I was in high school, I was
critical of the media’s incessant hounding
of Sarah Palin’s daughter, Bristol. Sarah
Palin was an idiot regardless of how
many pre-marital children her daughter popped out by Election Day — why
should the personal life of her daughter
have anything to do with Governor Palin’s
capability, or lack thereof, to be the Vice
President? The personal lives of political
figures in no way affect their abilities to
perform their duties.
In the case of Bill Clinton, perjury was
the reason for his impeachment. Federal
law declares perjury to be a felony. Clinton
lied under oath and, had to face a severe
public backlash— unlike his predecessor, which we’ll leave to another article.
Petraeus’ situation, however, was quite
different. He resigned amid controversy,
but not as a result of any sort of immediate conviction. Perhaps the most inter-

esting aspect of this situation is the fact
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation
conducted the initial investigation into
supposedly harassing emails exchanged
between Broadwell and an acquaintance
of Petraeus’, Jill Kelley. Perhaps the proximity of Broadwell to Petraeus somehow
justified this awkward intrusion by the
FBI, but I find it difficult to justify the
FBI’s subsequent probe into a personal
email account of Petraeus’, uncovering a
deeper cause for investigation, and acting upon it by outing Petraeus’s affair.
Regardless of my opinion that the
FBI has little business in the affairs of
leaders of other intelligence agencies,
even if it was “accidentally stumbled
upon,” an affair in no way, affects
a leader’s capacity to carry out their
duties. While I am not condoning adultery, I find it disappointing that the
personal lives of officials are brought
into the public eye. They have a right
to privacy just like everyone else and
I don’t think they should have to relinquish that right in their service to the
American people.
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Fund Tufts Christian Fellowship

by

Chris Buffum

This semester, the controversy surrounding Tufts Christian Fellowship (TCF)
has received a lot of attention both on
and off campus. The group recently lost
its TCU funding and was derecognized
because its constitution requires leaders
in the group to “support and advocate”
a set of principles known as the Basis
of Faith. The group is in the process of
appealing this decision, which is why I
decided to give the Tufts community my
two cents as well.
I am not a member of TCF, but if I were,
I wouldn’t be able to hold a position of
leadership because I do not subscribe to
all of the doctrines laid forth in the Basis
of Faith. As I have been informed over the
course of the semester, this is discrimination and I should be outraged. Except I’m
not, because that would be silly.
No, I can’t be a leader in TCF. So what?
I wouldn’t want to be a leader in a group
that I cannot fully endorse. But whether you believe in TCF’s evangelical mission or not, the group provides wonderful
Christocentric dialogue, of which there is
a paucity on this campus. In this respect,
we are all equally entitled to the benefits
the group offers us. While I am not a member of the group and do not attend their
meetings frequently, I consider TCF to be a
major asset to the Tufts community.
The notion that TCF is engaging in hate
speech and using university funding to
attack those of us who do not endorse
the Basis of Faith is simply not true. I submit that those fearing that this is the case
should attend more TCF programming.
They will find that TCF is, in fact, an inclusive, welcoming organization.
Over the course of my time at Tufts, I
have had the pleasure of attending several
TCF meetings, most recently their annual
Thanksgiving dinner — my limited meal
plan renders me keenly interested in any

Dan Macridi / the Tufts Daily

event at which food will be served. At these
events, I have been received cordially and
have been uplifted by faith-based conversations that have affirmed for me many of
the truths I value. Unless these evangelical
Christians are pulling the wool over my
eyes, they are not using their group to promote intolerance or hate speech.
TCF deserves the funding it received in
the past. The group provides what I imagine to be a wonderful support system to
many believers on campus.
As a Christian myself, I understand that
here at Tufts it is sometimes difficult to
live a life consistent with Christian values
and feel included on campus. TCF gives
evangelical Christian students an opportunity to interact positively with one another
and it gives the rest of us an opportunity to engage in great interfaith dialogue.

Diversity is good. As a university, we should
pride ourselves on the array of groups on
campus that welcome us and encourage
intellectual growth.
Tufts is one community with many
voices, as we are reminded year after year.
Although I am ineligible for leadership
within TCF, I think we ought to welcome
and embrace this group as part of the
wonderful “marketplace of ideas” we have
on campus.
If TCF is funded, they will presumably
continue to hold events to which we will
all be invited. These events, in addition to
providing a welcoming atmosphere and
lots of new friends, have challenged me to
reflect on my own beliefs. I have no plans to
embrace every aspect of the Basis of Faith,
but I do believe that TCF should have a
place on our wonderful, diverse campus.

Why Americans don’t learn languages
Maria-Xenia Hardt
Daily Texan

Ten years ago, no one would have predicted that I would someday write for
an English newspaper, get along in an
English-speaking country or study English
literature. As a German grammar school
student, I was made to believe that English
just wasn’t my language.
I am doing all those things I previously presumed impossible now because
I found the motivation to learn English,
spent long hours working through grammar rules and vocabulary and worked as
hard as I could when other people asked
for a bit more than what I thought I was
capable of.
In America, being fluent in two or three
languages is extraordinary. In Germany,
it’s average. So what is it that American
students lack? Do they lack motivation? Are
they unwilling to do the hard work it takes
to become fluent in a foreign language? Or
is there just no one who pushes them?
Motivation to learn a foreign language
is indeed higher in Germany — and in
Europe in general — because large populations speaking different languages
reside so much closer together. Within
a 12-hour drive from Germany, you can
easily pass through five or six countries
and read road signs in seven or eight
different languages — an experience difficult to replicate in North America.
But that’s not the only reason why
Germans and Europeans learn more
languages than their American counterparts. In German universities, unlike at
University of Texas, where even majors in
popular languages like French start with
a beginner course, students enter collegelevel language courses more or less fluent. They acquired their language skills in
primary and secondary school. Studying
French at the college level in Germany
means studying French linguistics or litera-
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by

Will Shira | Horrifyingly Hilarious

ture; it means gaining an understanding of
the language and the culture that goes far
beyond a fluent coffee shop conversation.
At university in Germany, languages
that are not taught in earlier grades start
with very tough introductory courses.
Language courses are two hours a week,
which is just enough to cover grammar
topics. Learning vocabulary, practicing speech and writing are things you
either do at home voluntarily or you don’t.
Failing to do so, however, means that you
won’t make it to the second year.
So the biggest difference in learning
a foreign language in Germany and the
United States is not the level of motivation, but the quality and style of teaching
in grade school and at universities.
In Austin, I have taught German to pupils
at a middle school and I have experienced
language instruction at the University as a
student. Both groups seemed motivated
to learn a foreign language. At the elementary school where I taught, the nine- or
10- year-olds were at the perfect age to
acquire a language. But the advantages
of their age and their motivation were
wasted because the teaching lasted only
a week. Those students probably won’t
hear or read any more German until college, if ever. And longer-term attempts
to teach language in grade schools in the
United States appear ineffective too. I’ve
met many Americans here who studied
French or Spanish for years in school but
can now barely remember how to order
a coffee. They readily admit that the language programs at their primary and secondary schools were ineffective.
Things seem a bit better at the university level. I’ve met quite a number of
people who study a foreign language in
college and, within two or three years,
have gained a decent knowledge of that
language. Unfortunately, I ended up in a
less effective department.
I wanted to continue my study of

Portuguese — a language that I had started
to study in Germany — and the intermediate Portuguese class I am taking offered
promise. It’s a small class with a motivated professor. When the semester began,
most students were equipped with a sound
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary,
and I was quite optimistic that this course
would help me improve. I was wrong.
Rather than move on, the course repeated introductory grammar topics. We’re not
improving; we’re just chewing on bits of
knowledge most of us had already digested last year.
Learning a foreign language is hard
work, and there have been moments when
I’ve hated every language I’ve learned so far
because I was afraid that I would never get
it, or because I thought my head was too
full to learn a single word more. But in these
moments of self-doubt, I had teachers who
said, “Yes, you’re good, but you can be
better.” This Portuguese class doesn’t challenge me like that. This is not the teacher’s
fault; she just follows through with the
curriculum the department has decided
upon. It’s not the students’ fault either. It’s
the fault of the department’s curriculum,
which does not adequately challenge the
students. UT’s Department of Spanish and
Portuguese has good equipment and good
teachers, but rather than asking that their
students go the extra mile, which is necessary in order to really make progress, they
demand far too little.
Schools and universities that don’t
make use of their students’ motivation
waste talent, time and so much potential.
They miss out on equipping young people
with the tools they need to successfully go
out into the world, communicate, understand and come back with a broadened
horizon. I entered the world of the English
language a long time ago, and at some
point I discovered the beauty of it. I am
still walking around in it today and so far,
it has never ceased to amaze me.

merican television tends to make
light of nuclear radiation. But
the reality is far more dangerous.
Consider the superheroes. The
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles come to mind.
A group of baby turtles are thrown into
an irradiated sewer and magically transform into giant warrior Renaissance men in
shells, ready to defend their city, under the
tutelage of a giant kung-fu rat who ingested
the same nuclear waste. In reality, this story
goes differently: Four baby turtles and a
sewer rat ingest large amounts of radioactive waste. They die. That doesn’t make a
very good television show. Sometimes the
truth burns. Radiation doesn’t grant super
powers. It kills. Bruce Banner would never
have become the hulk. He would have been
burned to a crisp.
The popular television show “The
Simpsons” features the bumbling fool
Homer Simpson, a safety inspector at the
Springfield nuclear reactor plant. Under his
watch, meltdowns are a frequent threat and
nuclear waste tends to be disposed of in the
sewer, which results in the famed three-eyed
orange fish — and possibly the aforementioned turtles. “The Simpsons” adds humor
to the situation, but they got one thing right:
Most nuclear accidents are the result of negligence or human error. Three Mile Island,
Chernobyl, and the Church Rock Dam stand
as tragic examples of this fact.
Church Rock Dam, which held all of
the waste from open-pit uranium mining
called “tailings” or “filings” (more radioactive than the ore itself) burst in 1979. The
spill released 1,100 tons of filings into the
Rio Puerco River in New Mexico, which
feeds Colorado, Arizona, and Texas water
supplies as well. The disaster has yet to
be effectively cleaned up, even after being
declared an EPA “superfund site” in 1983.
The reason is simple. They can’t. The tailings and water have spread too far.
The end of the Cold War crashed the
uranium market. Many mines were simply
abandoned, a health problem in its own
right. Now another “Nuclear Renaissance” is
on the horizon. Companies are scrambling
to begin digging. One example is Cameco, a
Canada-based company that operates uranium mines all over the world. At one mine
alone in Crawford, Nebraska, the company
has had 23 recorded spills since its inception.
One spill released 300,000 gallons of radioactive water into the surface water supply in
the White River, 100,000 gallons of which
were never cleaned. Another contaminated
25,000 square feet of the Brule aquifer over
a period of years that went unnoticed. Now
their permit is expired. In addition to asking
for it to be reinstated, Cameco is introducing
an application for expansion.
I lived on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation in South Dakota this past summer and studied the White River, the final
prison of the people of Crazy Horse and
Sitting Bull. I went undercover to the mine,
as well as to the Nebraska Department
of Environmental Quality. What I found
horrified me. Now the White River is a
dead river. Fish are all but gone, and those
that still swim have turned white and are
covered in sores. Locals told me of deer
reported around the river with Coke cansized tumors on their necks, and I heard
stories about dogs born with six toes and
significant health defects. At a nearby river
called the Cheyenne — another uranium
mine-contaminated water supply — one
man claimed that he fed fish caught in the
river to a nest of baby red tailed hawks that
had been abandoned by their mother after
the nest fell. The birds died the next day
after surviving for weeks on worms and
crickets, the man said. This water supply
has been unsafe for irrigation of crops, but
many children still swim there. Water analysis shows levels of thorium, arsenic, lead,
uranium and radium that are all above EPA
safety standards — all products of uranium
mining.
Will Shira is a senior majoring in peace
and justice studies. He can be reached at
William.Shira@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Tuesday’s Solution

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Buying a gift or two for yourself while holiday shopping

Late Night at the Daily

Monday’s Solution

Alyssa: “It’s not an insult. It’s like, ‘Shoshana,
we’re really good friends. You can suck my dick.’”
Want more late-night
laughs?
Follow us on Twitter
at @LateNiteAtDaily

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Sports

Housing

-

-

For Rent - 6 Room 4 Bedroom
Apartment. Walk across the street
to campus. Washer, dryer and
internet. Call 617-625-3021. Avail
June 2013

4 bedroom apartment available June
2013. Parking, yard, laundry & huge
basement. $3000.00/month. Located
on Chetwynd Street - 2 minute walk
to campus. Call 617-666-1318 or
email natalie@gpmanagement.com

-

classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Team looks to experienced throwers
WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
continued from back

team to shoot for that.”
Morwick views Friday’s meet as an
opportunity for the athletes to see
where their skills stand and what they
can improve on.
“It’s either a good confirmation that
you’ve worked hard enough or a kick
in the butt that says you better keep
training hard over break,” she said.

virginia bledsoe / The Tufts Daily

Seasoned throwers, like senior quad-captain
Kelly Allen, will be integral to the women’s
track and field team’s success.
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Inseam of men’s basketball center Tom
Palleschi. The six-foot-eight freshman is
a native of nearby Haverhill, Mass. and
shares the spot for tallest on the team
with senior center Matt Lanchantin.
Lachantin and Palleschi are an inch
taller than junior forward Tom Folliard
and freshman forward Zach Roswold.
Palleschi has seen time in all five games
thus far, averaging 17 minutes and is
second on the team with 26 rebounds as
the team has gotten off to a 3-1 start to
the season.

Points scored in the second quarter by the
New England Patriots during a 49-19 rout
of the New York Jets on Thanksgiving night.
The total, facilitated by a series of Jets
blunders and turnovers, was the secondmost ever scored in a single NFL quarter. At
the 9:43 mark, Shane Vereen hauled in an
83-yard touchdown pass from New England
quarterback Tom Brady. Then, Steve
Gregory and Julian Edelman recovered
fumbles and returned them for touchdowns
within a nine-second window, breaking the
game open for a 28-0 Patriots lead.

Minutes played by new starter Brian
Phillips, who sat behind goalkeeper Scott
Barchard (LA ’12) on the men’s hockey
team for the last two seasons. Phillips has
made 173 saves this season, including 40
stops between the pipes in Saturday’s 7-0
loss to Manhattanville. The junior has a
.925 save percentage and has helped lead
the Jumbos to a 3-1-1 record. The Jumbos
see their next action this weekend when
they travel to Williams and Trinity for their
second NESCAC doubleheader. Tufts is
currently 1-0-1 in the conference.

$53 Mill.

19

5

Average margin of victory for the 4-0
women’s basketball team through their first
four games this season. The Jumbos grabbed
their first victory of the season with a 20-point
victory over Skidmore before defeating
Brandeis by a devastating 38-point margin at
home on Sunday. Sophomore guard Hannah
Foley leads the team with 47 points, and nine
Jumbos have totaled double-digit points thus
far, as the Jumbos have dominated their way
to a 4-0 start to the season with their first
NESCAC game still to come.

Years since Washington Redskins free
safety Sean Taylor died on Nov. 27,
2007. Taylor was found critically injured
after being shot in his Miami home, and
died the following day. The fifth overall
pick in the 2004 NFL draft, Taylor was a
member of the University of Miami’s legendary 2001 BCS National Championship team and was known and respected
for his aggressive play. Prior to the 2007
season, Sports Illustrated named the
safety the NFL’s hardest hitting player.

Exit fee that the University of Maryland must pay to the Atlantic Coast
Conference before moving to the Big
Ten, where the school’s programs are
scheduled to begin play in 2014. The
figure is three times the league’s annual operating budget, and has been
increased twice this year alone, following announcements that Pittsburgh,
Syracuse and Notre Dame will join the
exclusive and originally midwest-based
conference.

Ethan Sturm | Rules of the Game

Fairy tale

L

ast week, our field hockey team won a
National Championship. I know this is
old news at this point, but it can’t hurt
to talk about them one last time.
By now, any Jumbo knows that it was our
men’s lacrosse team that ended the school’s
NCAA team championship drought with
a 9-6 win over Salisbury back in 2010. But
for years, it appeared the field hockey team
would be the one to break through.
In 2008, the Jumbos made it all the
way to the National Championship game
against Bowdoin. With the match in double
overtime, a deflected rebound fell to the
stick of a Polar Bear player, who tapped in
the title-winning shot.
In 2009, Tufts was even stronger, and
cruised to a NESCAC title and a spot in the
National Semifinals on the back of Margi
Scholtes (LA ‘10) and Tamara Brown (LA
‘10), who would go on to become the career
leader in goals at the school.
But then the wheels came off. Coach
Tina McDavitt had an emergency appendectomy the night before the semifinal and
wasn’t on the sidelines. Scholtes dislocated
a finger in the first half and couldn’t return.
Brown was still limping around after pulling a hamstring earlier in the tournament.
The Jumbos failed to generate offense, and
a single Salisbury goal seemingly ended the
school’s best chance at a title to date.
From there, the window appeared
closed. Middlebury knocked out Tufts early
in 2010, and the team didn’t even make the
NCAA tournament in 2011. 2012 looked
to be a rebuilding year, especially at the
back, where the team lost first-team AllNESCAC defender Taylor Dyer (LA ‘10).
That train of thought was only reinforced
when Middlebury scored five goals in the
season opener, the most allowed by the
Jumbos since 2005.
But then the magic started. The Jumbos
won nine of their next 10 games by a single
goal, with three of those wins coming in
overtime. Tufts dominated Bowdoin in the
team’s regular season finale, but ran up
against them again in the conference semifinals where the Polar Bears scored their
sixth straight postseason victory over the
Jumbos.
Unseeded in the NCAA Tournament, the
magic returned for Tufts, who eliminated
its first two opponents by a combined score
of 12-2.
Then, it was time for a rubber match
with Bowdoin in the quarterfinals. The
Polar Bears scored first and had a chance to
add to their lead when they were awarded
a penalty stroke. But sophomore goalie Bri
Keenan gave Tufts all of the momentum
with a once-in-a-lifetime diving stick save.
The Jumbos scored twice in the second half and finally got the postseason
Bowdoin monkey off their backs. Then they
dispatched Depauw, 2-0, in the National
Semifinals. Rachel Terveer and Dakota
Sikes-Keilp, both freshmen off the bench,
provided the goals, and it seemed Tufts had
a date with destiny.
Fittingly, No. 2 Montclair State jumped
out to a first-half lead in the final, leaving it
to Tufts to bounce back one last time. This
time, it was Hannah Park, also a freshman
coming off the bench, who provided both
goals in quick succession. Tufts hung on for
42 minutes, and the celebration began.
The cliche “Cinderella Story” may be
overused, but this finish was a fairy tale.
Fresh faces provided all four Final Four
goals. A goalie, recruited for another spot,
turned in a miracle of a save to vanquish
an old foe that had tormented Tufts time
after time.
And a team that never stopped believing
won a National Championship that no one
saw coming.
Ethan Sturm is a senior who is majoring in
biopsychology. He can be reached at ethan.
sturm@tufts.edu or @esturm90.
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Women’s Track and Field

Tufts moves forward after
losing big talent
by

Melissa Wang

Daily Editorial Board

The women’s indoor track and field
team, led by a core group of veteran
throwers and bolstered by a promising
freshman class, will be looking to build
on last season’s strong results and get
off to a fast start, beginning with the
Jay Carisella Invitational hosted by
Northeastern University on Friday.
Last indoor season, the team placed
ninth at the NCAA Championships, third
at the ECAC Championships, 16th at
the Open New England Championship
and fourth at the New England Div. III
Championships.
According to coach Kristen Morwick,
the team had not finished below third
at the latter competition since she was
hired as coach in 2000.
However, after the indoor season finished, the Jumbos improved
to second-place finishes at the
New
England
Championships,
NESCAC Championship and ECAC
Championship in the outdoor season
this past spring.
“We really pulled it together by the
end of outdoor and had some great
performances at the championship
meets,” senior quad-captain Alyssa
Corrigan said. “I think that we were
looking to build momentum coming
out of our indoor season and we definitely did that. We want to keep going
from there and surpass our achievements from last year.”
The other three captains are seniors
Kelly Allen, Sarah Schiferl and Lilly
Fisher, all of whom are expected to
make significant contributions.
Meanwhile, the team’s biggest losses
to graduation include eight-time AllAmerican Nakeisha Jones (LA ’12), who
holds the school record in the triple
jump, and former distance captain Anya
Price (LA ’12), who also qualified for the
outdoor Nationals meet last year.
Heather Theiss (LA ’12), an AllAmerican and pole vault school recordholder, also graduated.
But the Jumbos are not looking to
use the loss of experienced teammates
as an excuse.
“We graduated a couple good kids,
but for the most part we have the
majority of the team returning, and
probably the best freshman class we’ve
ever had,” Morwick said.
Over the past several track seasons,
the team’s veteran group of throwers
has built up a reputation as a force to
be reckoned with on a national scale.
Seniors Allen, Ronke Oyekunle and
Sabienne Brutus qualified for Nationals

last year, and they do not seem to be
losing momentum anytime soon.
“Those three all have school records
in the different throwing events, had
great years last year and have come
into this year really fit and really good,”
Morwick said. “I just think senior year
adds to that; they want to accomplish
everything before they graduate.”
Allen, a four-time All-American,
came in second at the 2012 NCAA
Outdoor Championships in the discus.
She also received the school’s Hester L.
Sargent award for best female athlete
this October.
Junior Jana Hieber, an All-American
who placed third in the pentathlon
nationally, will come back in the spring
from a fall semester abroad. Hieber
was also a part of the 4x400 meter
relay team, along with Corrigan and
returning senior Sam Bissonnette, that
finished in the top 10 of the Open New
Englands last winter.
Expectations are even higher this
year though, due to the talent of the
incoming freshmen class.
“We knew what their performances were in high school, so we knew
that we were dealing with some pretty
good kids to start in terms of talent,” Morwick said. “But also now that
we’ve started track practice, their level
of fitness, their excitement and their
commitment just sort of energized the
team in a way we haven’t had in the
past couple of years.”
One freshman looking to continue
her success from the cross country season is Audrey Gould, the lone Jumbo
from the team to qualify for Nationals
this fall.
Though the women’s cross country
team as a whole did not qualify for
the NCAA Championships, Morwick
is optimistic for the distance runners’
performances this upcoming season.
“Our distance squad is so much better than last year despite sort of a
subpar finish to cross country,” she
said. “We’re just deeper and stronger
and more talented. I think this sort of
unfinished business from cross country gives them more motivation to do
well in track.”
The coach also expects the team to
bounce back from its disappointing
fourth-place finish at the New England
Div. III Championships last winter.
“Our goals are to try to win New
Englands and to win NESCACs,” she
said. “We’ve won New Englands but
never NESCACs. I think I’m not afraid
to put it out there because I want the
see WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, page 11

Men’s Swimming and Diving

Anthony DeBenedetto named NESCAC
Performer of the Week
The men’s swimming and diving
team’s strong start to the year was
made even better on Nov. 19, as freshman Anthony DeBenedetto was named
as the NESCAC Performer of the Week.
DeBenedetto was rewarded for his
efforts in the first three meets of the
season, all of which occurred prior to
the Thanksgiving recess, when the team
had no contests.
DeBenedetto’s most impressive performance came in the season-opening
tri-meet against Conn. College and
Middlebury on Nov. 17.
The freshman won three events at
the meet — the 200-meter freestyle,
the 200-meter butterfly and the 500meter freestyle. DeBenedetto, who
also swam the second leg of the
200-meter freestyle relay, was the
key to Tufts’ two resounding victories

over the NESCAC rivals as the Jumbos
particularly dominated the Panthers,
winning 183-104.
The freshman was also equally strong
in the team’s third and most recent
meet against non-conference Keene
State. DeBenedetto won the 100-meter
butterfly and finished second in the
200-meter butterfly, among numerous
other high finishes in other events.
Although the Jumbos fell short in the
meet, losing 163-128, the freshman’s
performances showed his endurance,
as the Keene State meet came just
one day after the tri-meet against the
Camels and Panthers.
DeBenedetto and the rest of the
men’s swimming and diving team will
be back in action this weekend at the
MIT Invitational.
—by David McIntyre

Men’s Track and Field

courtesy scott wilfert

A mix of strong performers in several events will be the key for the men’s track team this
season as it strives for the NESCAC title.

Jumbos to compete for top
spot in conference
by Sam

Gold

Daily Staff Writer

Returning five of six All-Americans from
last year’s squad, the Tufts indoor men’s
track and field team will seek to improve
on its 17th-place showing at the 2011-2012
Div. III Championships, as well as to establish itself as a regional and conference
powerhouse.
Led by seniors Gbola Ajayi — a newly
anointed co-captiain — Matt Rand, Jeff
Marvel and Curtis Yancy, the Jumbos are in
prime position to make a run at the NESCAC
title and to surpass their regional and national finishes from a year ago.
Ajayi, who was sixth in the nation in
the triple-jump last indoor season with
a jump of 14.73m, and Yancy, a weight
throw specialist who faulted on each of his
three attempts at nationals last year, will
anchor the field events. Models of consistency throughout the season, both athletes
earned third place or better in their respective events with impressive regularity.
Up-and-coming sophomore Brian
Williamson will also provide some depth
after a stellar freshman indoor season in
which he delivered frequently at championship meets.
Meanwhile, Rand, fresh off his third consecutive All-New England cross-country
season, heads the distance crew. Classmates
Kyle Marks and Tyler Andrews, as well as
junior Liam Cassidy, round out the core of
the distance squad — the mile, 3,0000-meter
and 5,000-meter runners, respectively.
Last season, Marks and Andrews each
posted personal bests, as the former secured
his spot in the record books with the thirdfastest 3,000-meter time in school history.
Rand was ranked in the top 10 nationally
in the 5,000 meters after placing 16th at the
Valentine Invitational.
Jeff Marvel tore onto the scene at the
Open New England Championships when
he broke his own school record in the 800meter. He leads a strong middle-distance
group, which includes senior Sam Haney
and junior Brian McLoughlin.
McLoughlin will likely be the replacement for last year’s co-captain Connor
Rose (LA ‘12) on a distance medley relay
team — currently comprised of Marvel,
Haney and All-American junior Graham
Beutler — that breached the top seven
nationally last season.
The sprinting events begin with Beutler,
who will be instrumental in building on last
year’s success in the 200-meter, 400-meter

and 4x400-meter relay. The relay team in
particular, having lost only one leg to graduation, will look to clock yet another school
record time and perhaps rank even better
than 10th nationally. Meanwhile, Beutler
recorded a time in the 200m that missed the
school record by a mere 10th of a second.
In the 400m, he reliably puts up sub-50second times.
Joining Beutler in the sprint crew are
seniors Kayin Cherry, Vinnie Lee and junior
Daniel Lange-Vagle. Individually, Cherry
and Lange-Vagle will score in the 55-meter
and 100-meter races respectively, while Lee
and Lange-Vagle will accompany Beutler in
the longer sprints and 4x400m relay.
These seasoned vets will look to bolster
a sprint crew that has often played second
fiddle to the distance crew in recent years,
and a solid incoming freshman class should
lessen that burden.
“[Freshmen] Woody Butler and Mitchell
Black are two long sprinters who have
already started leading workouts and pushing their teammates,” Beutler said. “I’m very
excited to see what they can do for us in the
longer sprint races come January.”
Senior co-captain Brad Nakanishi will
lead Tufts in the pole vault, an event
in which he fared very well last season.
At the New England Championship, he
cleared a height of 4.85m, good enough
for ninth in the nation and just one inch
off the school record.
In addition to the specialty athletes
on the team, the Jumbos are fortunate
to have a cadre of “multi” athletes whose
value to the team lies in their tremendous
versatility.
Junior Andrew Osborne, who amassed
4,343 points on the way to a second place
finish at the ECAC Championship, leads
the way in the heptathlon, while sophomore Allan Yau also hopes to parlay a solid
freshman season into greater success.
Endowed with a wealth of experience
coupled with an influx of raw talent, Tufts
has set the bar even higher this year, and
an especially high upperclassmen retention
rate should ease newcomers into an otherwise difficult transition process.
Accordingly, team members have their
expectations set high as the season is
about to start.
“Our team’s mentality is that we are the
team to beat in the NESCAC and [in] Div.
III-New England,” junior sprinter Max
Levitin said.
Their season kicks off Dec. 1 at the Jay
Carisella Invitational at Northeastern.

