“The Hunger Games” series peters out with “Mockingjay — Part 2”
see ARTS AND LIVING / PAGE 5

Tufts shows competitive
edge in first two games

Women’s basketball team takes home win at
Brandeis in season opener
see SPORTS / BACK PAGE

see SPORTS / BACK PAGE
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Boston protests against Governor
Baker in solidarity with Syrian refugees
by Emily Cheng

Contributing Writer

“Say no to racist fear, refugees are welcome here!”
Over 1,000 people chanted this
slogan as they gathered outside
the Massachusetts State House this
past Friday, Nov. 20 at 6:30 p.m., to protest Massachusetts Governor Charlie
Baker’s rejection of Syrian refugees in a
statement on Monday, Nov. 16 following
the attacks in Paris that killed nearly 130
people.
The rally was organized by the
International Socialist Organization of
Boston, an organization that believes in a
world without borders and a world without war, according to Khury PetersenSmith (M.A.T. ’08), an organizer of the
event.
Throughout the night, individuals
from various organizations spoke of
see Refugees, page 3

by Robert Katz
Staff Writer

Participants were also invited to discuss resolutions and attend a voting plenary.
According to Stannik, a senior, one of the
many Tufts students at the conference, the
event is attended by student groups, local
groups and individual members.
Stannik, who has attended the regional
conference three times, said that the conference was a chance for those involved with
Tufts Amnesty to meet with other activists,
learn more about the issues they support and
gain practical ideas about strategy and tactics
to reinvigorate student activism.
“It’s really easy to get bogged down in this
work and to think it’s having no effect,” she
said. “It’s easy to feel like you’re not doing
anything, and this conference is always effective at reminding people that there’s a big
network of us doing this work.”
Stannik explained that the value of the
conference is that it puts students in touch
with people who have been directly affected
by human rights issues. During one panel
that Stannik attended on mass incarceration,
several former prisoners spoke about what
Amnesty has done for them.
“For me, going the third time, I definitely

Discussions are currently underway to
implement a Mindfulness House, a potential on-campus special interest house based
around the Buddhist concept of mindfulness. The project, spearheaded by junior
Khuyen Bui, would allow for a maximum of
10 people.
Bui explained that he wanted to create
a Mindfulness House on campus to have a
space where people could practice personal
mindfulness and mindfulness toward others. Mindfulness is “the practice of coming
back to the present moment; literally, [not
getting] caught up in your own thoughts,”
according to Bui.
“I think [the house would be made of] a
community of people who practice being
mindful and being caring, and [who are]
appreciative of the world around them, especially the people around them,” Bui said.
“The number one thing [would be] caring
about each other’s development in all kinds
of ways, especially the inner journey.”
He explained that the house would be
able to hold various relevant events.
“Daily practices, weekly talks among ourselves,” he said. “Sometimes teachers [could]
come in and we can do all sorts of things like
yoga and tai chi.”
Bui said that he went to Director of
Residential Life and Learning (ResLife)
Yolanda King last year with the intention
of prototyping the Mindfulness House in
Hillsides Apartments. His intention was
to have a 10-person suite of like-minded
friends, but the plan fell through.
“Last minute, we realized [Hillsides] has
to be single gender,” he said. “That was like,
‘Oh, gosh.’”
Bui said that, according to King, he needed
to show student interest in order to get approval for the house, partly by holding events.
“[King] said that getting a house approved
may take one or two years, and then you have
to show that there is interest,” he said. “This
is always a problem, the chicken or the egg.
To be recognized, you have to do stuff, but to
do stuff, you actually have to be recognized
as a club.”
King explained that Bui would have to
go through the process of getting an advisor
and developing a long-term plan for student
interest in the house.

see AMNESTY, page 2

see MINDFULNESS, page 2

Nicholas Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Basma Alloush, a student at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts and a Syrian
asylum seeker, speaks during the “Let Them In MA” protest in front of the Massachusetts
State House on Friday, Nov. 20.

Tufts Amnesty International members attend
annual regional conference
by Kyle Blacklock

tional nonprofit has over 7 million supporters worldwide and works to protect human
rights all over the globe, according to the
Students
from
Tufts
Amnesty organization’s website.
The Northeast Amnesty conference feaInternational joined hundreds of Amnesty
International members and activists who tured workshops and panels, which allowed
attended the 39th annual Northeast Regional participants to learn about human rights
and network with one another, according to
Conference at Boston University on Nov. 7.
According to President of Tufts the Amnesty International website. Panels at
Amnesty
Stina
Stannik,
Amnesty the conference included “Mass Injustice in
International is the largest grassroots human the United States” and “People on the Move:
rights organization in the world. The interna- Survival Migration and the Human Rights
Implications
in
Syria,” and program
workshops included sessions such as
“Turning the World
Inside Out: Using
Portraits, Paper and
Glue to Stand Up for
What You Believe,”
“40 Years in Solitary:
Albert
Woodfox
and the Crisis of
Mass Incarceration
in the USA” and
“LGBT
Human
Julia Press / The Tufts Daily
Rights:
A
Movement
The Tufts Amnesty International chapter executive board stands for a photo
Beyond Marriage.”
following this year’s Northeast Regional Conference on Nov. 7.
Staff Writer

Sunny
43 / 28

Tufts junior
works to create
Mindfulness
House on campus
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Police Briefs

Credit Search
At 10:15 a.m. on Nov. 16, a wallet was
reported stolen from Mugar Hall. The
perpetrator allegedly has since attempted to use some of the credit cards. Tufts
University Police Department (TUPD) is
now examining security videos from the
places where the cards were used in an

attempt to identify the culprit.
Hand-Eye Coordination
At 8 p.m. on Nov. 17, a student accidentally got hand sanitizer in their eye
at the Mayer Campus Center. The student was then taken to the hospital for
further care.

Foot Loose
At 9:15 p.m on Nov. 17, a student
injured their ankle practicing tae kwon
do in the Steve Tisch Sports and Fitness
Center. The student was transported to
the hospital for treatment.
— by Emma Steiner

Tufts Amnesty to adopt activism strategies from regional conference
AMNESTY

continued from page 1
see different things,” she said. “A lot of the
workshops are more intro level, and so I think
for me, I didn’t get as much out of those as I
did with conversations with individual activists and the other plenaries and the voting
period.”
Stannik added that the conference also
reflected the international organization’s
growth over the years.
“As long as I’ve been involved with Tufts
Amnesty, the national organization has been
undergoing some organizational shifts,” she
said. “That’s been evident at the regional conference, so I think every year it’s been getting
better as they learn as well.”
Cassidy Olsen, internal and first-year liaison to Tufts Amnesty International, said she
had a better understanding of the Amnesty
community after attending the regional
conference.
“You really get the sense of the widespread nature of Amnesty and how many
connections you can make,” Olsen, a sophomore, said. “I think we’re really trying to
incorporate that more in what we do now,
how we expand into the broader Boston and
regional community.”
She said the conference gave participants
from Tufts a sense of the types of activists operating in Boston and of how Tufts
Amnesty could collaborate with these activists in the future.

“[Overall] I think this was a very practical
and productive conference — very much
action-oriented,” Olsen said. “I really felt like
we accomplished something.”
Stannik explained that the Tufts Amnesty
chapter, which has been active on campus
since 2009, brings members together every
week to discuss global and domestic human
rights issues. For Stannik, one of the key
takeaways from the conference — one that
could be useful for the Tufts Amnesty chapter
— is the importance of strategic planning.
“We don’t really do a lot of that with the
Tufts club,” she said. “We work very weekto-week and event-to-event, and I think we
could really benefit from having a focus for
the year or taking on a case for the semester,
and trying to build up to something rather
than just fitting in what we can.”
Stannik said she hopes to sit down with
the Executive Board of Tufts Amnesty at
the beginning of next semester to try to
bring more strategy to the work that the
group does. She explained that an overarching theme of the group’s work this fall
has been human rights issues in solitary
confinement, a focus prompted in part by
the proposed reforms to solitary confinement policy currently being reviewed in
Massachusetts legislature.
“We are working on lobbying training,”
Olsen said. “We hope to lobby our senators
in the state house, specifically on the issues
of solitary confinement and some others.”

Olsen added that the Tufts group has
tried to do more networking and outreach on campus this semester, including
collaborating with the new Tufts chapter
of the Petey Greene Program, a prison
tutoring program, the Institute for Global
Leadership (IGL) and the Tufts chapter
of Love146, an organization that works to
combat child trafficking worldwide. Tufts
Amnesty has also worked with the peace
and justice studies and philosophy departments, she said.
Stannik said that while Tufts Amnesty
is affiliated with the greater Amnesty
International organization, the Tufts chapter
does not receive any funding from it.
“We choose our own direction but take
guidance from the national and international
organization,” she said.
Cynthia Gabriel Walsh, a senior organizer
for Amnesty International USA and one of
the organizers of the conference, said that
she has worked with Tufts Amnesty in the
past by supporting them in their activities
and providing the chapter with training and
resources. She was pleased by the reception
that the conference got.
“The conference was really well
received,” Walsh said. “Every conference is
very unique. There’s definitely a lot going
on right now globally and domestically. [It
also] really provided a global perspective on
human rights and how it also plays out here
in our own country.”

Mindfulness House special interest housing in the works
MINDFULNESS

continued from page 1
“The process for any student interested
in starting a special interest house would
involve creating a mission, goals, obtaining
an advisor, developing a plan for recruiting
and maintaining consistent occupancy and
demand for the house,” King told the Daily
in an email. “Then once the proposal is complete a committee of students, staff and faculty would review for a final decision.”
Bui said he has gauged the interest of his
friends from groups such as Tufts Buddhist
Sangha, the Tufts Hillel meditation
group and Health Services’ group for
meditation and mindful eating to decide
if there was any support for his intended
project. Rabbi Jeffrey Summit, the university’s Jewish chaplain and Neubauer executive director of Tufts Hillel, and University
Chaplain Reverend Greg McGonigle have
expressed their support, Bui said.
Rasika Sethi, a member of Tufts Buddhist
Sangha, expressed optimism for and interest
in Bui’s proposal.
“I think [the house] is a great idea and
it’ll help form a community of like-minded
people to come together and encourage each
other to live mindfully,” Sethi, a junior, said. “It
is hard enough to practice regular meditation

and mindfulness, but being in
a group will really help make it
easier. If there are enough people interested, which I think
there is, it is very possible.”
However, Bui acknowledged that plans for the house
have not moved forward
much this semester.
“I haven’t pushed it that
much this year, but I feel like
I should get a few more people [to support the house],”
he said.
In the meantime, Bui has
found a partial model for his
Caroline Ambros / The Tufts Daily
project in the Muslim House Tufts junior Khuyen Bui hopes to bring a Mindfulness House
on campus, where he cur- to Tufts’ campus.
rently lives. The house has a
prayer area on the first floor, which can also conversation and sense of comfort among
students across campus.
be used for meditation, he said.
“I think letting people know and be aware
“I can’t ask for a better place right
now,” he said. “I love this place. People that there is a space designated for slowing
don’t party too hard or drink here … down can send a powerful message,” Bui
[There is] just a general atmosphere of said. “I think what I have seen on campus is
how people are very personable and yet that everyone has a problem. Sometimes it
not very noisy, and the space downstairs is very difficult to talk about those. Having a
place where people are being real with each
is just beautiful.”
Bui believes that having a Mindfulness other is good. I honestly think there is a lot of
House on campus would encourage a new bullshit in the world. I just want to be real.”

correction
The previous version of this article stated that according to the data provided to the Daily by Birdsall and Palou, Italian is
the language with the lowest course enrollment at Tufts. This is incorrect; Portuguese has the lowest course enrollment within
the Department of Romance Languages, and no comparison should have been made to enrollment in other language courses
outside of the department. The Daily regrets this error.
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Tufts students join challenge to Baker’s stance on refugee admission
Refugees

continued from page 1
their personal experiences as refugees or
immigrants, or expressed their solidarity
with the Syrian people. The purpose of
the rally was to send a message to both
refugees and the people who attended, according to Petersen-Smith.
“If the people come out tonight and
join with hundreds of others and realize
that we have a power as ordinary people
who are united around anti-Islamophobia and anti-racism and the rights of
refugees, if people leave feeling more
empowered in the fight, that would be a
huge success,” Petersen-Smith said.
He added his wishes for current refugees to feel welcomed rather than
ostracized.
“I hope that this rally today says to the
people both who are already here and
want to come here, ‘You’re welcome here,
you belong here,’” he said.
Basma Alloush, a Syrian asylum
seeker, spoke at the rally of the “double
oppression” that refugees are faced with,
because they have no place to call home
and nowhere to go.
“I felt that the one thing that was missing was the mention of Assad; no one
has really talked about him,” she told the
Daily after her speech. “The reason why
ISIS has been propped up to be as horrible as it is is because Assad has been
given free room to reign and commit all
kinds of murders and atrocities as he
chooses without any repercussions from
the international community.”
Alloush, who has lived in Boston for
nine years, did her undergraduate studies
at Northeastern University and is currently a student of human security and
transitional justice at the Fletcher School.
Though Alloush is not an American
citizen, she feels a connection to the city
and calls Boston her home.
“Being in Boston for nine years, I did
not expect that hate that came out of
Governor Baker,” Alloush said. “To have
that kind of resentment coming out of
him was extremely hurtful and extremely
offensive. In my heart of hearts, I feel like
it was just a reaction to what happened
in Paris because of ISIS. It’s very short
sighted. I hope he takes it back, but I am
really disappointed.”
Due to her father’s job as a diplomat,
Alloush left Syria when she was around
three years old but often returned to the
country. Now, however, that is no longer
a possibility.
“After the uprising happened, it was
really difficult for me to go back because
I had been here and I had nowhere to
go to,” she said. “My parents had fled so
there was no place for me to go.”
Among the other protesters were several Tufts undergraduates who attended
individually.
“I think it is important that we speak out
against the overt bigotry and xenophobia
of our elected officials,” Noah Habeeb, a
senior majoring in international relations
and Spanish, said. “Participating in [nonviolent direct actions] can be liberating in
and of itself, to take it to the streets.”
Other students noted the positive feelings throughout the rally.
“It’s a really clichéd word, but it was
empowering to be physically showing your support for something,” firstyear Maria Grant said. “A lot of it was
moving to hear about people’s experiences. There wasn’t any animosity toward
Republicans, it was less of a thing against
the G.O.P, and more in solidarity with refugees and immigrants.”

Clara Wagner
To Life, Sincerely Clara

An open letter to
Everything Going
On

D

Nicholas Pfosi / The Tufts Daily

Protesters listen to a speaker during the “Let Them In MA” protest in front of the
Massachusetts State House on Friday, Nov. 20. More than 1,000 community members came
together to protest Governor Charlie Baker’s decision to not let Syrian refugees into the state.
“The sense of love and community was
so palpable,” Maia Tarnas, another firstyear, said. “The speakers were fantastic
and quite powerful. This issue is so personal to so many people. It was incredible to see so many people from such
different walks of life coming together in
solidarity.”
For Grant, a speech made by
Ibrahim Rashid, a student from Boston
University, was particularly powerful to her.
“I’m a Muslim, but I’m also a human
being,” Rashid said at the rally.
According to a Nov. 16 article in the
Boston Globe, lawyers said that under the
Refugee Act of 1980, governors cannot
legally block refugees from their states.
“Even if [Governor Baker’s] word has
no policy ramification, it still creates a
hateful climate that is really disheartening,” Habeeb said.
Others agreed with Habeeb’s sentiment.
“The opinion polls have certainly
spiked in favor of rejecting refugees since
the Paris attacks, but many Americans
were already opposed to accepting
Syrian refugees before the events of
last Friday,” Laura Graham, lecturer
of peace and justice studies, told the
Daily in an email. “This probably reflects
wider anti-Islam sentiment, particularly
amongst more conservative elements of
American society.”
According to a Nov. 23 story in
the Boston Herald, Baker stated that he
has reached out to federal officials and
hopes to get more information on the
vetting process for Syrian refugees. Such
a process, Petersen-Smith said, adds to
the dehumanization of Muslims and justification of U.S. violence in the Middle
East, as well as to heightened policing.
“It’s a conversation that treats these
people not as human beings who need
to flee a bad situation and desire to come
to this country, [but] it treats them like a
potentially violent threat,” he said.
Graham commented on the human
rights implications involved in turning
away refugees.
“There is no doubt that refugees have
already suffered serious violations of
their human rights, and rejecting asylum seekers may violate Article 14 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
‘Everybody has the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum from
persecution,’” Graham said.
She also pointed out the hypocrisy
promoted by this position.
“I find it particularly distasteful when
politicians give speeches about the need
to strengthen human rights in other

parts of the world, but yet they cannot
uphold the most basic human rights
that all are entitled to at their own front
door,” she said.
According to the Nov. 16 Boston Globe
story, the United States has admitted
2,159 Syrian refugees since October
2011, including 72 in Massachusetts.
Weighing in on the European perspective, Associate Professor of
Political Science Kelly Greenhill, who
specializes in international relations
and security studies, wrote a Nov. 16
op-ed for the New York Times. She
argued that banning refugees would
not solve any of the problems currently
being discussed.
“Tightening migration policies would
do nothing to address the fundamental
underlying causes of terrorist attacks:
namely, the appeal of radicalization to
a small but committed segment of the
marginalized and disaffected already living within the European Union, many of
whom are citizens,” Greenhill wrote.
Habeeb also refuted some of the
claims used to support Baker’s stance on
the admission of Syrian refugees.
“The reality of the situation is that
the Syrian civil war has allowed for a
vacuum in which foreign fighters from
other countries, like ISIS, can fight their
ideological war in Syria, which is detrimental to the Syrian people. So the
refugees have nothing to do with ISIS,
and it’s an absurdity to insist that they
do,” he said.
Noting that this rally is just the
beginning of a much bigger movement, Petersen-Smith is grateful for those
who came out to the protest.
“This rally, in the grand scheme of
things, might not be a big deal in the
world, but I do think the people who
come out today are saying we want to be
on the right side of history,” PetersenSmith said.
In the meantime, Habeeb suggested some
other ways to get involved on the issue.
“I would encourage everybody…to
call your representatives and let them
know how you feel about this issue,”
he said. “When the sheer number of people calling is high, that influences policy.”
Overall, Alloush thought the protest
was a beautiful event and was happy to
see so many people in support of Syrian
refugees.
“It really speaks for itself seeing all
these people here support refugees, supporting everybody,” she said. “It’s just so
much love; it’s nothing I wouldn’t expect
out of a Boston community.”

ear Everything Going On,
A few days ago, I realized
something. For the first time in
my life, I felt worried for the
world. In my 19 years, I’ve lived through a
lot of ugly things; we are a generation who
has been around for 9/11, the Iraq war, the
Boston Marathon Bombings, the Sandy
Hook shooting, the Syrian civil war and so,
so many other acts of hate.
But I’ve always seen these acts as isolated events; I’ve mourned them and worried
over them, but I’ve never felt like they
meant the world was a “bad” or dark place.
Until last Thursday. My Facebook newsfeed was full of anger regarding Mizzou,
the attack on Paris and the refusal of
Syrian refugees. Two of my professors took
time out of class to address recent events;
the news was full of numbers of suffering.
And suddenly, I realized that the pit in my
stomach wasn’t just about the single tragedies or controversies. My gut feared for the
fate of the world.
To be honest, I spent a lot of the day
feeling really upset about that. I didn’t
want to be the kind of person who shook
their head and talked about an end
of decency, but all of a sudden, my usual
“the world is beautiful” attitude felt hollow, heavy, unconvincing.
And so I fought it. I spent that evening
reading my favorite lines from my favorite books. I watched videos of flash-mob
orchestras playing “Joy to the World,” went
through my journals about finding hope
in the midst of Benin’s worst poverty. I
surrounded myself with beauty, resiliency,
joy, optimism, goodness — because these
were the things that the pit in my stomach
was threatening. And over the course of the
evening, I re-found my faith in the world.
We cannot let ourselves get caught up
in the ugliness, for doing so puts us at risk
of becoming blind to the beauty. When
terrorism strikes, when racism rears its
head, when people suffer and are met
with apathy — these are the times when
we need to focus on falling in love with
the world. When we see hate, we need
to respond with love. Where the world
seems to echo with gunshots, that’s when
we need to make our songs louder. When
we look at someone and see a monster,
as hard as it is, we must try to understand them, to forgive them. And when we
feel that injustice has been done, perhaps
the solution lies not in incriminating that
injustice but in seeking our own opportunities for goodness and equality. Fight
with flowers.
This doesn’t mean turning our heads
away from ugliness. It doesn’t mean ignoring it, minimizing it or trying to justify
it. I simply believe that we must counter
ugliness with beauty and find the beauty
within ugliness, too.
Dear Everything Going on in the World:
I mourn your hate; you make me grieve.
But I will not let you take away my hope
for the future or my love for the world.
Because hope and love must be stronger
than hate and grief.
Sincerely,
Clara Wagner
Clara Wagner is a first-year who has
not yet declared a major. She can be
reached at clara.wagner@tufts.edu.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
Crossword
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SUDOKU

Monday’s
Puzzle
Solved
Monday’s
Solution

DOWN
1 Place for ponies
2 Anna of “True
Blood”
3 Brought a smile to
4 Slangy assent
5 Battery pole
6 Experiences
regret
7 Biked
8 Marked down
9 Sitting Bull’s tribe
10 Hard-to-resist
impulse
11 Republicanvoting area, on
an election map
12 Peoria-to-Detroit
dir.
13 Neurotic toon dog
21 Not destroyed or
lost, as an old
document
22 Fuels (up)
27 France’s Cote
d’__
28 Zooey’s “New
Girl” role
30 Geometric truth
32 Prior prisoner, for
short
33 Pastor’s abode
35 Lipton rival
37 Kept tabs on from
behind

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

38 Hardly eyecatching
39 Repetitive learning
technique
40 Better than
expected
41 North-south
coordinate
46 Rejoices
48 Post-rehab
support group
49 “Thank you __,
ma’am”

11/24/15

50 English Channel
county
52 “The Taming of
the __”
54 Formally gave
up
57 Powerful TV
princess
58 Breeze (along)
59 Casino game
60 HP products
61 Word after clip or
pop

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

JUMBLE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LYSET
©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

MENVO
VIRITA

MONCIE
Answer
here:

Difficulty Level: Overcooking a turkey.

11/24/15

By Gail Grabowski and Bruce Venzke

“

Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app

	
  

ACROSS
1 Alter, as a pet
5 Coif adjusted with
a pick
9 Less uncertain
14 Bring under
control
15 Bar sign light
16 Goodnight girl of
song
17 Poolside hue
18 Big reference
vols.
19 Utah city near the
Golden Spike
20 Tired bowling
groups?
23 Unconvincing
excuse, probably
24 Ballot markings
25 Not strict at all
26 __ Mahal
29 Go on until
31 Buzzers around
blossoms
33 Cornfield
construction
34 Antianxiety drug
36 Relationship __:
Facebook feature
38 Tired janitors?
42 Automatons
43 Refuge in a
desert
44 Physics particle
45 It’s pitched at
camp
47 Security
concerns
51 Beer, to a Brit
52 Driver’s license
datum
53 Cooler in a
cooler
55 Lucy of
“Elementary”
56 Tired groupies?
60 Plastic
alternative
62 Give kudos to
63 Common
conjunctions
64 Construction site
sight
65 Shoreline-altering
phenomenon
66 Item on an
actor’s résumé
67 Scarecrow
stuffing
68 Vehicle in many a
Jack London
story
69 Black gem

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: ANNUL
FLUNK
GUIDED
INJURY
Yesterday’s
Answer: The mechanic at the oil change place was tired at the
end of each day because his job was — DRAINING

Monday’s Solution

Non Sequitur
By Wiley Miller
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ARTS&LIVING
Movie Review

Courtesy Lionsgate / TNS

Jennifer Lawrence, Mahershala Ali and Liam Hemsworth in “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay — Part 2.”

‘The Hunger Games’ series
concludes with uninspired final
installment
Contributing Writer

“I’ll say this for you, Katniss, you don’t
disappoint,” says Haymitch (Woody
Harrelson) to Katniss (Jennifer Lawrence)
near the end of the “The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay — Part 2,” released on Nov. 20.
Unfortunately, the same could not be said
about the final installment in the immensely popular “Hunger Games” series (2012 –
2015). It isn’t that “Mockingjay Part 2” is a
bad film; rather, its style isn’t consistent
with the original trilogy of books.
“Mockingjay — Part 2” is a war movie,
nothing more. While the original “Hunger
Games” film was colorful and inspiring,
desperate to please the tween crowd that
the film appealed to, “Part 2” leaves its
roots behind and presents a film of violence and complicated politics — mature
topics better suited to adults. The film is
dark, not just metaphorically, but also in
the literal sense — one often has to squint
to see what is going on.
The movie begins just as “Mockingjay —
Part 1” (2014) leaves off. Katniss Everdeen
is recovering from her strangulation by
Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), who is still tied
to a hospital bed after his rescue from
the Capitol.
The pace hastens quickly, however, as
Katniss recovers from not being able to
speak in what appears to be a matter of
hours. (Or is it days? The film does a poor
job marking time). She sets out to fight on
the frontlines of the rebellion against the
Capitol with one goal in mind: assassinate President Snow (Donald Sutherland).
In response, the president of District
Thirteen, President Coin (Julianne Moore),
sends a group of top fighters and camera-

men to follow and help Katniss. This group
consists of both Gale (Liam Hemsworth)
and Peeta — yes, Peeta has miraculously
recovered — reviving the uncomfortable
love triangle. The majority of the movie
covers this group of fighters navigating
their way through the abandoned streets
of the Capitol, where they encounter pods:
deadly traps like ones used in the Hunger
Games competitions. Ultimately, their
goal is to reach Snow’s mansion.
As in previous films of the franchise,
the actors do the best they can with
what material they have. In this movie,
some are given very little. Gale, Katniss’s
childhood best friend, exists simply to
create romantic tension. He sees his
chance to be with Katniss while Peeta is
hypnotized, but Peeta cures himself —
implausibly quickly — of the Capitol’s
manipulation. This development is
hardly more than a thinly veiled plot
device meant to move the Peeta-Katniss
relationship forward. Later, Peeta randomly regains his conditioned hatred
for Katniss once or twice. Presumably,
this has some sort of purpose, but it
only comes off as confusing. After Peeta
recounts his inner emotional struggle
against the backdrop of terrifying war
scenes, it is clear that Gale is not the
favored love interest. As for Katniss,
Lawrence has played the character consistently well throughout the franchise,
and “Part 2” is no exception. Her acting is sometimes brilliant, although the
delivery of a few of her lines comes
across repetitive and boring.
The actors playing the adult characters,
by and large, deliver successful portrayals. Moore’s President Coin is faithful to
the books — direct in her manner but
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still somewhat evasive. It is clear Coin’s
cohort, Plutarch Heavensbee (Philip
Seymour Hoffman), was meant to be in
more scenes, but the actor’s untimely
death caused these scenes to be rewritten.
Sutherland’s
performance
as
President Snow is the greatest in the
franchise, and he is at his best in “Part
2.” Sutherland has had limited screen
time throughout the series, but he is
extraordinary in every one of his scenes
here. His sinister grin and grave expressions bring a true level of seriousness
to the war. In “Part 2,” Snow is visibly
tired and ill, often coughing blood into
his handkerchief. While his menace is
felt throughout the film, Snow himself
has become weak and spends most of
the movie at his desk in his mansion.
However, Snow’s final conversation with
Katniss near the end of the film is so
captivating, horrifying and well-acted by
Sutherland, the rest of the film is quite
worth the wait. His acting almost makes
the audience, and even Katniss, sympathize with Snow.
Fans of the books can expect a faithful,
albeit uninspired ending. Perhaps the
slight dullness is the result of filling two
hours of screen time with roughly half a
book of source material. The final product is similar to the book in plot, but it is
not exact, and the film heavily relies on
violence and its own shock-value. Fans
of the books and films are likely to check
this final installment out in theaters, but
they shouldn’t get their hopes up too
high. As long as they don’t expect a film as
good as “Catching Fire” (2013) or one that
is light and fun, they’ll find “Part 2” to
be a relatively average conclusion to the
“Hunger Games” franchise.

‘Friends’

ven as early as elementary
school, everyone I know has
been obsessed with “Friends”
(1994 – 2004), but I never really
had any interest in it. But, as the show
is available on Netflix now, I decided to
give it a shot since it couldn’t hurt to try
it out. One probably lives under a rock,
though, if one has never seen a rerun of
“Friends.”
Let me just say, I love this show, and
the hype was definitely worth it. I now
know what I’ve been missing out on all
of these years of not watching it. I mean
no wonder all 10 seasons are held in
the highest esteem. “Friends” is considered a classic American television
sitcom. It originally aired in September
1994, before I was even born and ended
on May 6, 2004 after 236 episodes. The
show revolves around six friends living in Manhattan played by Jennifer
Aniston, Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow,
Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry and David
Schwimmer.
It has always been my dream to live
in Manhattan, and watching “Friends”
gives me at least a taste of what this is
like. Living in New York with my best
friends and having adventures, arguments, relationships and laughter seems
like the best way to spend young adulthood in the city. The show is interesting
too, because the characters are all very
real and relatable, but many of their circumstances and the individual plotlines
of each episode can seem unrealistic.
However, the authenticity of the characters makes the elements that seem unrealistic simply more trivial. For example,
even the enormous apartment that the
characters have in New York, which they
got through “rent control,” seems unrealistic, but, because the characters seem
like normal people, viewers can ignore
this detail.
Since the show ran for such a long time, it
is interesting to see how the characters grow
up and evolve, from young twenty-somethings just starting out on their life journeys
to well-established adults. Watching their
trials and tribulations, romantic adventures,
career issues — Joey’s acting career and
Rachel’s in fashion — the audience roots
for these characters and wants them to succeed. The evolution of characters is especially interesting when one binge-watches the show in a matter of days as I did.
This is because all of the characters grew
before me so quickly and really developed
in the few days that I was watching the
show. “Friends” is perhaps the best show
I’ve binge-watched in recent weeks because
there was so much character development,
yet it also felt slow enough that I wasn’t confused about plot information. “Friends” also
kept me just interested enough that I was
never bored watching more episodes, but I
was never completely addicted to the show
the way I have been with the others I’ve
watched in recent weeks. Just as a side note,
because the show has been around so long,
I actually realized how many previous pop
culture references I had missed elsewhere
by not having seen friends. In addition, it
was also just incredible to relive almost an
entire decade while watching the show in a
matter of days.
Maya Blackstone is a junior majoring in drama and peace and justice studies. She can
be reached at maya.blackstone@tufts.edu.
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Fighting a global killer with a people-powered movement
by Danielle Poindexter and
Maia Fulton-Black
Each year, millions of people die of curable diseases due to limited access to proper
medical care and complications related to
global poverty. Currently, one of these diseases is becoming an increasing threat to the
livelihoods of vulnerable populations around
the world, and it will continue to devastate
these communities until the United States
and other high income countries use their
power and resources to make treatment available worldwide. This year tuberculosis (TB)
surpassed HIV/AIDS as the leading infectious
disease killer. While treatment and vaccination for TB has existed for over 50 years, almost
1.5 million people succumb to the disease
annually, with 95 percent of these deaths
occurring in resource-poor countries. The
fact that a treatable disease has a destructive
impact in low-income environments reflects
existing health inequities that will continue
to unfairly impact these communities until
treatment is made accessible to all. By pressuring the American government to allocate
funding toward TB treatment and supporting
the efforts of non-governmental organizations, we can achieve zero infection rates, zero
deaths and zero suffering from TB worldwide.
TB is an airborne, bacterial disease that is
often lethal in poverty-stricken communities.
Due to the nature of transmission and minimal access to preventative care, TB is common in low-income environments that have
high rates of malnutrition and HIV/AIDS and
are plagued by crowded living conditions. TB
medication is only effective if a patient takes
multiple antibiotics for at least six months,
a requirement that is difficult to reach in
communities that are deficient in money
and resources. When patients are unable to
adhere to a treatment regimen, the disease
turns into multidrug-resistant tuberculosis
(MDR-TB), which is resistant to antibiotics.
MDR-TB is not only more lethal, but significantly more expensive to treat. Treatment
for TB costs about $2,000 per patient, but it
increases to more than $250,000 for patients
with MDR-TB. These costs are a huge burden

on patients and their families, sometimes
restricting their access to necessary and consistent treatment or forcing them to sacrifice
basic needs in order to afford medication. No
one should have to choose between paying
for life-saving treatment or paying for food
and shelter, which is why TB should be a priority for government organizations.
MDR-TB is a ticking time bomb, and if the
United States does not recognize it as a significant health threat immediately, it will cost
both American and foreign governments significantly more money to contain the disease
in the future. In developing countries, finding
affordable treatment for MDR-TB is almost
impossible, which is why it is crucial that
citizens across the country pressure the U.S.
government to allocate more federal funding
toward global health and TB. The United
States currently allocates $1.35 billion to the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and malaria,
however, less than $5 billion of the Global
Fund was allocated to TB in 2015 compared
to the $15 billion and $7.89 billion that were
reserved for HIV/AIDS and malaria respectively. While money should not be diverted from these causes, the U.S. government
should elevate TB as a priority. If the United
States maintains their current commitment
to the Global Fund and apportions more of
its funding to TB, it can save over 15 million
lives by 2020.
While there are valid arguments that the
United States should spend more money on
domestic health programs, it is important
to note that we are arguing for the restoration and reallocation of global health funding, not the diversion of funding from other
programs. Additionally, as students of the
Western world it is imperative that we push
the U.S. government to recognize its role in
the history of colonization and imperialism
that caused and contributed to the poverty
rates, lack of resources and weak health systems in the countries that are most affected
by TB. Because of this history, the United
States has a responsibility to share its considerable resources with the countries that are
most affected by the spread of preventable
infectious diseases.

With an issue as large-scale as global health equity, it is common for young
adults to remain complacent and to believe
that they have little to no influence in world
affairs. However, as constituents, we have
the power to pressure our elected officials
to support the United States’ current monetary commitment to the Global Fund and
to allocate resources to reduce TB mortality. Additionally, as college students we have
access to a network of thousands of people
that can increase awareness about TB and
translate that knowledge into action. This is
why global health organizations like Partners
in Health (PIH) need the help of students like
us to combat the devastating disease.
PIH is a Boston-based, non-profit organization that works in countries around
the globe to make health a human right.
PIH Engage is the grassroots network of
the organization, which allows high school
students, college students and young professionals to be a part of an international movement for global health equity. The
Engage chapters support the work of PIH
by educating people about global health
issues, fundraising for their various work
sites and projects and advocating for policies that promote health as a human right.
This month, PIH Engage was able to raise
more than $100,000 in just 10 days to eliminate TB from Caraballyo, Peru and will continue to work until TB is eradicated not just
in Caraballyo, but around the world. The
success of PIH Engage and other grassroots
organizations proves that we have the ability to incite changes in our federal government. We should build on the work of this
campaign and the global movement for the
right to health to ensure that there are zero
deaths, zero infections and zero suffering
from TB in the future.
Danielle Poindexter is a senior majoring
in anthropology and community health
and can be reached at danielle.poindexter@tufts.edu. Maia Fulton-Black is a
junior majoring in international relations
and can be reached at maia.fulton_
black@tufts.edu.
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Kevin Lawson
The Tufts Daily Show

‘If you’re gonna wage
a war, it’s way more
fun to do it on drugs’

I

n America today, almost one percent of people are imprisoned. Look
around you in your next lecture.
Don’t see anyone behind bars? Then
it’s you. You’re in jail. What did you do?
I bet you pirated TV shows, you sick
bastard.
With five percent of the world’s population, the U.S. has almost 25 percent
of its prisoners. The worst feature of
American incarceration is the discrimination with which it operates. African
Americans find themselves targeted by
police far more frequently than whites;
when arrests are made, black offenders
are subjected to sentences up to 20 percent longer than whites committing the
same crime; one in nine black children
has an incarcerated parent.
Much of the blame for this massive
incarceration rate has been aimed at the
government’s waging of a war on drugs.
President Obama responded to these
claims, saying, “If you’re gonna wage a
war, it’s way more fun to do it on drugs.”
Upon realizing he had misunderstood
the criticism, he said in October, “For a
long time, treatment was a second-class
citizen to interdiction and arrest.” Obama
is right. Consider our nation’s marijuana users. They’re not criminals – they’re
addicts. Rather than prison sentences,
we should be giving them medical treatment, and there’s only one prescription
for the job: medical marijuana. Maybe
even some medical glazed donuts and a
medical glass of iced tea. Sure, marijuana
use caused an arrest every 51 seconds
in 2014, but that was probably just one
stoned cop repeatedly telling a parking
cone it was under arrest.
One problem with the American
prison system is its concentration on
retribution and deterrence, rather than
rehabilitation. Consider our tendency
to lock people up for life: the United
States has 41,000 people serving sentences of life without parole. England has 41.
England’s sentences seem to have gotten
a lot less annoying in the time since I had
to read Shakespeare.
On top of long sentences, exorbitant recidivism rates lead to a “once a
prisoner, always a prisoner” mentality.
Prisoners are more likely to return to
prison than campers at most summer
camps are to return to camp. I say we
capitalize on this by sending criminals
directly to summer camp when they
break the law. This way, thieves can redirect their kleptomania toward stealing
second base in kickball, and murderers
can learn to kill it in karaoke.
Congress harshly punishes recidivism
with such policies as the “Three Strikes
and You’re Out” law. And who better to
criticize repeat offenders than congressmen? I mean, someone serving for a few
years and, as soon as they’re dismissed,
winding up right back in the same
place, over and over again? I really hope
Congress fixes this terrible problem.
Kevin Lawson is a junior majoring in political science. He can be reached at kevin.
lawson@tufts.edu.
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ICE HOCKEY

Tufts ties with Wesleyan, narrowly loses to Trinity to start season
by Phillip Goldberg
Sports Editor

Despite a less-than-ideal 0-1-1 record
to start the season, Tufts demonstrated
its competitiveness in a 3-2 loss to defending national champion Trinity on Friday and
a 1-1 tie with Wesleyan on Saturday.
Against Wesleyan, Tufts notched the
first score of the game in the second
quarter when junior forward Mike Leary
found twine. The goal came at 5:37 in
the second period, and juniors forward
Patrick Lackey and defenseman Sean
Kavanagh assisted.
The Cardinals massively outshot the
Jumbos in the third period, 20 to seven.
Through the first two periods the Jumbos
had 24 shots to the Cardinals’ 23, demonstrating the flip in game-flow in the third.
Junior forward James Kline evened the
game up for the Cardinals 13:53 into the
third on an assist from co-captain senior
forward Jay Matthews.
In his first-ever start, sophomore goalie
Nik Nugnes performed admirably, finishing
with 46 saves, including four in overtime.
Nugnes replaced junior Mason Pulde who
started for Tufts against Trinity. Junior goalie
Dawson Sprigings finished with 32 total
stops for the Cardinals.

The game featured a great deal of back
and forth play with minimal penalties.
Despite playing into overtime, there were
only three penalties called the entire game:
two on Wesleyan and one on Tufts.
The day before, the Jumbos took on the
Bantams. The last time Tufts and Trinity
faced off, Tufts earned a 2-1 victory and
advanced to the semifinals of last year’s
NESCAC tournament. Out for revenge, the
Bantams took advantage of power plays and
strong goaltending to outlast the Jumbos.
The shots on goal spread was entirely
one-sided in Trinity’s favor. The Bantams
launched 39 shots to the Jumbos’ 19. In the
first period, Tufts gifted Trinity three power
plays on penalties against first-year forward
Clay Berger, sophomore defenseman Zack
MacQueen and Leary. However, none of the
Bantams’ 11 shots on goal slipped by Pulde.
In the second period, the refs called
Kavanagh for boarding, and the Bantams
converted just 1:45 into the period to take
a 1-0 lead. Junior forward Ethan Holdaway
ripped the puck into the net off assists from
junior forward Ryan Cole and junior defenseman T.J. Sherman.
The Jumbos answered back when sophomore forward Bradley Buvinow took a seat
in the box for tripping. With just 35 seconds
remaining in the period, junior forward Matt

Pugh’s slap-shot slipped
past senior tri-captain goalie Nathaniel
Heilbron to tie the
game at one apiece.
Senior co-captain Brian
Ouellette and sophomore forward Oliver
Takacsi-Nagy assisted
on the power play.
Seizing an opportunity to lead going into
the third period, sophomore forward Tyler
Whitney broke away
Ray Bernoff / Tufts Daily Archive
and had a clear path to Tufts and Trinity battle for the puck during Tufts’ 7-2 defeat against
the goal with nine sec- Trinity at the Malden Forum Ice Rink on Nov. 16, 2014.
onds left in the secondperiod. MacQueen hope, but it turned out to be short-lived.
tried to stop Whitneybut ended up get- Junior tri-captain defenseman Samuel
ting called for interference, leading to a Johnson received the puck and launched a
penalty shot that Whitney buried in the net. slap-shot that narrowly avoided a number
Down 2-1, Tufts desperately needed of players crashing the net, as well as Pulde’s
an equalizer in the third period. First-year attempts to deflect it. Junior forwards Sean
defenseman Ryan Wolter earned roughing Orlando and Holdaway assisted.
Despite three more power-play opporand game misconduct penalties, dooming
the Jumbos to 15 minutes of shorthanded tunities, the Jumbos could not convert and
play, but first-year forward David Lackner fell 3-2 to the Bantams. Today, Tufts travstole the puck and flipped a shot in over els to Worcester, Mass. to take on Becker
Heilbron’s right shoulder for a shorthanded College before heading up to Castleton,
VT for the Castleton State Tournament on
goal to tie the score 2-2.
Lackner’s heroics offered the Jumbos Nov. 27 and Nov. 28.

Jumbos set to take on ECSU in tonight’s home opener
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

continued from back
person we could really go to; we just all
needed to do it together.”
A relatively quiet second quarter
saw the Judges narrow the gap to seven
points heading into halftime. First-year
forward Katie Martensen scored her first
collegiate points on a jump shot right as
the period began, but the Jumbos’ scoring as a whole was sporadic in the first
half. Missed shots and turnovers hurt
offensive production.
“Getting together at halftime, we all
talked about it,” Dillon said. “We had our
shots, and we just needed to make them
and just be confident in ourselves.”
While it took the Jumbos until the last
minutes of the fourth quarter to really put the game out of reach for the
Judges, the visitors, a team so invested
in playing strong defense first and foremost, were able to stave off any come-

back attempts from the hosts. In times of
offensive struggles, the Jumbos relied on
their defensive prowess to create offensive
opportunities. They outscored the Judges
25-14 on points off turnovers.
“We pride ourselves on defense, and
we work on defense every single day, so
being able to turn those steals and turnovers on Brandeis’ part into points for us is
definitely helpful, and I think that’s one of
our stronger assets, defense,” North said.
“If we keep that solid, we know we’ll get
points on offense. Defense first and then
the offense will come.”
Brandeis clawed back to within
six points by the fourth quarter after a
3-pointer from junior Heather Cain, but
layups from Lee and Roberson pushed the
Tufts lead back to 10. Three layups in a
row from North started to spell the end for
Brandeis, but the Judges tried to foul, send
the Jumbos to the free throw line and slow
the game down.

While the Jumbos shot under 50 percent from the free throw line on the
game, a number they will definitely hope
to improve upon, they were effective
enough to shut down any hopes of a
Judges comeback.
First-year guard Jacqueline Knapp also
scored her first points as a Jumbo during
the fourth quarter. North ended the game
with a double-double of 12 points and 12
rebounds. Tufts was outrebounded 34-32
by Brandeis but held a 26-16 advantage
in points in the paint. Though the Jumbos
forced a lot of turnovers, they also committed 20 themselves.
“We can hit our shots, we can not hit
our shots, but at the end of the day we’ll
always play good defense, and that’s what
our coach expects of us,” Dillon said. “I
think that stayed true to this game. We
didn’t let up a lot of points, and even when
we had a bad offensive play, we all got
back on defense and worked hard.”

Tufts is looking forward to a chance to
refine its game and make adjustments.
The team’s first home game will be against
undefeated Eastern Connecticut State
University. It should prove to be a tough
matchup as well, but Tufts got the job done
against Brandeis and came away with a
win. When it was able to execute, slow
down and play its game, it was effective.
“What our coach was saying after the
game is it’s a good start,” Dillon said.
“Like, we got a win against a good team,
but we had like a B/B- game. We have so
much more to grow and so much to learn
from this game. Especially even before
Tuesday, I think we can get a lot better,
and I think you’ll see that we’ll play a lot
better offense. We’re still working on our
offense, and we can always get better on
defense. I think it’s a good start, you know,
we have to start somewhere and the first
game is always tough, but we have a lot
more potential to live up to.”

Jumbos lose Gould, Beltrani but will return five of top seven next season
WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY

matic berth to the national championships last weekend at the regional meet.
“The season, for me at least in a team
sense, I would say was unprecedented,” Beltrani said. “Never have I had
the opportunity to be on such a powerful, deep team. It was incredible to
be surrounded by these
ladies that I’ve known
for so long and [to] see
that when we crossed the
line, we were capable of
second in the NESCAC,
second in the region and
seventh in the nation.
You know it takes a special group of talented
runners to accomplish
such a season.”
Although the team will
feel
a hard impact from
Kelly Fahey / Tufts Daily Archive
the
losses
of Gould and
The Tufts women’s cross country team defeats Conn. College
Beltrani next season, as
on Oct. 19, 2013.

continued from back
overall performances throughout. I am
so impressed with our season as a whole.”
The team was able to place second at
NESCACs to the eventual national champion Williams, where they earned an auto-

well as from classmates Lily Corcoran,
Sydney Smith, Katie Kurtz, Annie Levine
and Michele de Mars, they should be
in good shape as five of their top seven
runners will return. With leadership
from a strong class of upcoming seniors
including Wasserman, Fahey and Cox,
the Jumbos will return stronger than
ever and will hope to improve on this
year’s finish at nationals.
“The team is going to be in great
hands next year,” Gould said. “We have
so much depth to fill in the gaps that
the seniors will leave behind when we
graduate, and I think the program is
just going to continue getting better in
years to come.”
But to the seniors on the team, Tufts
cross country was more than just a team:
it was a family.
“I don’t know what running after
college will look like, but I do know
that everything it will be for me will

be propelled by my time on TUXC,”
Beltrani said. “It has been marvelous to
be a part of four unique teams during
my time here, and I have no doubt
that next year’s TUXC will find their
niche and continue to excel. I’ve met
the most incredible women in my life
on this team, whose impact on my life
extends far past the framework of just
running.”
This sentiment was echoed by Gould.
“I am just so unbelievably proud of
the work the team put in this season,”
Gould said. “There was so much growth
and improvement, and I feel so lucky
to have been a part of such an amazing
group of women. I don’t think it’s ever
going to sink in that my Tufts cross
country career is over. ”
After a few weeks off, the team will
begin training for indoor track, which
kicks off in January at the Gantcher
Center with Tufts Invitational #1.
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Balanced attack leads Tufts past Brandeis in
season opener
by Alex Schroeder
Sports Editor

On Saturday, Tufts took the short
half-hour road trip to Waltham, Mass. to
open the season against then-undefeated
Brandeis University. After four quarters of
play, the No. 3 Jumbos emerged with their
first win of the season, 69-52.
The performance from Tufts did not
come without some mishaps and a little rust
to shake off as the team took to the court for
the first time this season. While coach Carla
Berube and the Jumbos have a list of things
they want to improve upon for upcoming
games, a 17-point win over an undefeated
opponent — especially one that has already
played three games — proves the team is
ready to compete this season.
“I mean coming out, it being our first
game, we definitely had some jitters in
the first half and some kinks we had to
work out,” junior center Michela North
said. “But definitely in the second half we
picked up our offense, and having a lot
of people score, our scoring all-around
shows we have a pretty deep bench, and
everyone has the talent and capability to
score. We just need to figure out how to
best use that and figure out the best lineups that work.”
If the first game serves as an indicator, this year’s Tufts team will see scoring
contributions from anyone who takes the
floor. All players who entered the game
Saturday scored for the Jumbos, and four
players — senior guard Emma Roberson,
junior forward Katy Hicks, who scored a
career-high 11 points, sophomore point
guard Lauren Dillon and North — put up
double digits. Although it was a slow start
for Tufts and Brandeis on offense, both
teams started getting hot from beyond the
arc in the rest of the first quarter.
Tufts started senior guard Michelle
Wu, sophomore forward Melissa Baptista,
North, Dillon and Roberson. The opening
minutes consisted of steals, turnovers and
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Tufts guard Caitlin McClure (LA ’15) runs with the ball during the second period of the
third round game of the NCAA tournament during which Tufts defeated Castleton 55-35 in
Cousens Gym on March 14, 2014.
missed shots for both teams. The scoreboard was blank until Brandeis sophomore guard Paris Hodges put her team up
first with a 3-pointer at the 7:37 mark.
Tufts junior guard Josie Lee, whose
eligibility was in question during the
last week of practice due to an injury,
subbed in for Wu just before the game’s
first points were scored. Lee missed her
first two shot attempts after entering the
game, while Brandeis hit home on another
try from beyond the arc, this time from
senior guard Niki Laskaris. Dillon finally
broke the scoring drought for Tufts almost
halfway through the first period with a
3-pointer of her own.
Over the rest of the quarter, the Jumbos
were able to build a comfortable lead that
they would not forfeit for the remainder of
the game. Roberson converted on a jump
shot and then knotted the game at 8-8
with a 3 after a steal and assist from Lee.
Hicks, who subbed in for Baptista after

early foul trouble, traded made baskets
twice with Dillon as the pair combined
for 11 points in a two-minute span. A
North jump shot and two free throws
from Brandeis capped off a 16-4 run from
Tufts and ended the first quarter with the
score 21-12 Jumbos.
Even after only a quarter, it was evident
that the Tufts offense was at its best when
the team was sharing the ball and everyone was stepping up. That depth and ability all the way down the Tufts bench will
give it an advantage against opponents
who will not be able to stop every scoring
threat the team presents.
“I think, especially in comparison to
last year, it’s a much more balanced team,
and we knew that going in,” Dillon said.
“We knew we’d all need to partake in
the scoring. We don’t have one superstar
and we never have … There was not one
see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, page 7

WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY

Jumbos finish seventh in nation, second best
NCAA finish in team history
by Chris Warren
Sports Editor

Tufts traveled to Winneconne, Wis.
on Saturday for the annual NCAA Div.
III National Championships, hosted by nearby University of WisconsinOshkosh. On a very fast day, the Jumbos
showed up to perform. Although the
result was not quite what they were
hoping for, the team was still able to
place seventh overall, which is the second-highest finish by Tufts at the meet
in program history. (The 2006 team
finished fifth.) NESCAC rival Williams
won the meet for the first time since
2004 with 86 points.
“Obviously it’s disappointing when
you set a goal and don’t reach it, but we
can’t be upset with the second-highest
finish in program history,” senior tri-captain Audrey Gould said. “Cracking the top
10 at Nationals is a serious achievement,
and it says something about the talent on
our team that even on a less-than-perfect
day, we could still accomplish that.”

On a cloudy day at the course at Lake
Breeze Golf Club, temperatures hovered
slightly above freezing. The six-kilometer
course was very flat and featured spectator-friendly loops around fields. Energy
during the race was high, as spectators
rushed from one area of the course to
the other just to attempt to watch every
portion of the contest.
In her last collegiate cross country
race ever, Gould paced the way for
the Jumbos, as she has done the past
four years. Her time of 21:57.00 was
enough to give her 50th place, her best
finish of her college career at the meet.
Sophomore Brittany Bowman finished
off a remarkable sophomore campaign
by taking 82nd overall in 22:13.8. In
her best race of the season, junior
tri-captain Alice Wasserman finished
right behind Bowman in 22:15.8, good
enough for 84th overall. Like Gould,
senior Olivia Beltrani also rounded out
her Tufts career in excellent fashion.
Beltrani ran 22:26.2 to take 117th overall in her final race for Tufts. Junior

Lindsay Atkeson rounded out the scoring for the Jumbos, running a 22:32.0
for 128th overall. Juniors Kelly Fahey
and Sam Cox capped off their great 2015
campaigns, running 22:38.6 for 145th
and 22:51.4 for 178th, respectively.
“Having gotten seventh at Nationals
is most definitely an honor … Yes, we
came off of a different set of expectations, but those expectations need not
reflect failure,” Beltrani said. “Instead,
they show our capabilities, our motivation and our spirit of competition. I
am proud to know how highly we were
ranked and proud still to have finished
seventh.”
The season overall was an incredible
one for Tufts.
“As a whole, this is definitely the best
season I have seen from our team. I
think that we trained to peak during
championship season and overall we
accomplished that goal,” Gould said. “We
saw consistent improvement and strong
see WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY, page 7
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Phillip Goldberg
Fantasy Football with Phil

Run, Javorius, run!

R

unning back has been by far the
most difficult position to predict
this season with an unusually large
number of high profile backs suffering season-ending injuries. In their place,
players like Thomas Rawls (30/209/1),
Spencer Ware (11/96/2) and Darren
McFadden (29/129) demonstrated an ability
to run with the starting jobs, pun intended.
Charcandrick West suffered a hamstring
injury, so Ware should get the start next week
against Buffalo’s inconsistent run defense.
Rawls may simply be a better option than
Marshawn Lynch at this point in their careers.
Lynch’s body is finally sending signals that
his bone-crushing run-style isn’t meant for
mere mortals, and the fresh Rawls is ready,
willing and able to enter the meat grinder.
McFadden has apparently forgotten about
the five years since his last 1000-yard rushing campaign, and, despite a pedestrian 3.9
yards per carry on average, he has topped 110
yards in three of his five games as a starter
for the Cowboys. Tony Romo’s return should
only open up more space for the throwback
star. As always, injury concerns are an issue,
as DMC only boasts one full season in his
seven-year career.
This week, Devonta Freeman, Justin
Forsett and Frank Gore all suffered injuries,
ranging in severity from hamstring sprains
to a gruesome season-ending broken arm.
Javorius Allen takes over from Forsett and
racked up 67 yards on the ground and 48
through the air. Ahmad Bradshaw replaced
Gore, who suffered a quad/knee injury and
could miss Week 12 at the least. Bradshaw
is a third-down back at this point in his
career, but his success with Indy last season
suggests RB3 production is not off the table,
even with Matt Hasselbeck at quarterback.
Devonta Freeman suffered a concussion
on a helmet-to-helmet hit and will have to
work through the NFL’s concussion protocol
before returning. Freeman’s injury gifts rookie Tevin Coleman the starting job. However,
matchups against Minnesota, Tampa Bay
and Carolina severely limit Coleman’s ceiling.
Allen is by far the recommended long-term
add, while Bradshaw is relatively matchup-proof in the short term as his value comes
from check-downs and volume. I am not sold
on Coleman and see Freeman’s injury leading to more attempts for Matt Ryan rather
than standalone value for Coleman.
At tight end, Kyle Rudolph surprised with
a 6/106/1 line but is nothing more than a
high end TE2 streaming option for Week
12. Walker is beginning to threaten top fiv
value at the position for the stretch run and
makes an excellent trade target as his owner
likely undervalues him. Tyler Eifert scores
touchdowns at a Gronkowski-esque rate.
That said, the yardage and target numbers
are unimpressive. Eifert’s value is inflated and
savvy owners should explore trade options,
especially considering a negative rest of season schedule. Crocket Gillmore benefits from
Forsett’s injury as the injury-riddled Ravens
will lean on replacement QB Matt Schaub.
I do not want to hype Devin Funchess,
although he looked far more polished than
the raw rookie we have seen all season. His
eight targets and cushy schedule suggest it
doesn’t matter. Funchess is at least a WR3 the
rest of the way as he faces no real competition on the depth chart and fits the profile of
a Cam Newton receiver.
Phillip Goldberg is a Sports Editor at
The Tufts Daily. He is a sophomore who
has not yet declared a major and can be
reached at phillip.goldberg@tufts.edu.

