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| : _ BUARD: April ¢, 1901
Civi) Aeronautics Boaud

1825 Connecticut Avenue

Washington, D.C. 20303

Attention: Docket 29044
! Gentlemen: K

The Association of Flight Attendants, (AFA) represents the safety interests

ofi 23,000 flight attendents from sixteen §.S, carniers. Ve have reviewed

~the CAB Suppliemental Hotice of Proposed Rulemakirc to Part 252 and appreciate
. "the opportunity to comment.

The Association of Flight Attendants. does not suppsrt @ total ban on smoking
aboardi aircraft. Althoush the healltih hazard of secking s veny real, the
dancer of in-flight fire caused by surrepbitious. "lavatory" smoking is
Tife-thredtening in airuch, mare irmediate, critical way. In 1973, 116
people died aboard a Variy Boeing 707 as a resulit of an. in-flight fire
sfarted .in the aft restreocm. The speculated causz of the fire was a
cigaratte throun into the lavatery trash bin. For this reason, the AFA
would support a:teotal Han on sroking provided two stipulations were in-

| corporated' intoi the Ban: one, installation of highly sensitive fiire and' -
smoke' detection systems in all enciosed areas such as galleys: and rest- ;
rooms; two, heavy fines leviad oniall persons transgressing the ban. .

Following the Varig accident, tie NTSB necommended that:

"... the FAd require a means. for early detection of lavatony.
fires oniall turiine-powered, transpart-categery aircraft
operated under FAR Part 121."

In: the same neport NTSS alse recormendad: N

"... the FAN orqanize & goverrment/industry tash force on .

aircraft fire provention to review desiyn criteria and! for- -

mulate specific ~odifications for frproyerente with respects ]

to fire sotential of enclesed arvsan . suehias Tavotories, in T~

D . turbine-pavwerad adverart fpercting umloe Pavd 121 of FaRn
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ice TIP3, the PAR bas pesued Luo requlations for greater fire precaution; | .

A.215 and 25,657, Both of tiese vequlations are concerned with interion

sipartment raterial< and airtight containers. Requlations. 25.855 and

21,221 ave cencovae i wilh sugbe or fire detection: inibaggage compartrents,

wt ne wheve gites smoke dotrction for enclosed arcas in passenger compartments.
The €78 Februavy 11, 1981 notice addresses issues relative toia totall ban ’
or total revecation of smoking. THe AFA would prefer to Keep smoking to a
reduced, seqragated avca abivard the airvcraft. To ensure passenger and
flight attendant health and coumfiort, alll air packs. and ventilation systems
have to be inigood working order, To save fuel costs, some ainiines have .
taken to shutting offi air packs while continuing torallow sroking under
these peor air quality conditions. This. is bound to adversely affect the
health of persons aboard the plan ard induce complaints.

Current requlations Heve put the flight attendant in the position of enforcing
and attending to pessonger corpleints wegarding smoking. This has led to
verbali abuse ani' evan physical assault on the flight attendant. The
Association would not want crewmerbens to He pul in:positions of enforcement
regarding a total ban.

“Inoview of the guestines asked by the CAB, the Association of Flight Attendants

would have to supoeri @ totali revocation of the seabing regulations. If
left to individual coniiers tordecide, a veluntery Lan on sroking might
effectively ¢ feoorabler. Howevsr, unden present conditions aboard
airerafy, tho f edds simnly pon great to risk the surreptitious
smoken.
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