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Tufts administration
tweaks alcohol policy
by

Kathryn Olson

Daily Editorial Board

With Tufts’ new alcohol policy, which
underwent revision this summer for
the second time in two years, first-time
offenders of university regulations will
receive a warning rather than automatically being placed on Disciplinary
Probation One (“pro-one”), according to
Dean of Student Affairs Bruce Reitman.
Students are required to meet with
Judicial Affairs Officer Veronica Carter and
Director of Alcohol and Health Education
Ian Wong following a violation of the university regulations. Those who fail to do
so will be placed on pro-one.
This marks a change from last year’s
policy, which automatically placed firsttime offenders on pro-one but reduced
students’ punishments down to a warning
after students met with Carter and Wong.
“This year, we just changed the default
action from being on pro-one to being off
pro-one from the beginning,” Reitman
said.

This tweak to the alcohol policy was
prompted by a proposal from the Tufts
Community Union (TCU) Senate according to Reitman.
“Now, if a student is asked if they’ve
ever been on probation, say in a job interview, they can say ‘no’,” TCU Senator Yulia
Korovikov, a junior, said. “By switching
the order no one has to lie.”
In fall 2009, Reitman convened an
Alcohol Task Force comprised of students, staff and faculty to review and
revise Tufts’ alcohol policy. The findings
of the Task Force prompted a modification of the alcohol policy last summer.
Prior to fall 2010, first offenders of Tufts’
alcohol policy were automatically placed
on pro-one.
Nearly 100 percent of affected students
complied with last year’s policy and met
with both Wong and Carter in order to
reduce their punishments, according to
Wong.
Reitman said that last year’s change in
see ALCOHOL, page 4
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Economic historian Niall Ferguson will deliver next month’s Richard E. Snyder President’s Lecture.

Economic historian Niall
Ferguson comes to the Hill
by Saumya Vaishampayan

Daily Editorial Board

Virginia Bledsoe/Tufts Daily

The new alcohol policy now gives first-time offenders a warning rather than automatically
placing them on Disciplinary Probation One.

Renowned economic historian Niall
Ferguson, who was among the few to accurately predict the financial crisis of the late
2000s, will next month deliver the 15th

Richard E. Snyder President’s Lecture.
The Snyder lecture series was established
in 2004 as a forum to provoke dialogue about
contemporary issues on the Hill.
Ferguson is a frequent political and ecosee SNYDER, page 4

Tufts celebrates Car-Free Week, promotes sustainability
by

Melissa Mandelbaum
Contributing Writer

The Office of Sustainability is partnering
with MassRIDES this week to promote CarFree Week, which began on Monday and will
conclude on Saturday.
MassRIDES, an organization that provides
free trip-planning services to Massachusetts
residents, aims to promote sustainability by
reducing congestion and improving air quality, MassRIDES Marketing Manager Jennifer
Solomon told the Daily.
Participants in this year’s Car-Free Week
are encouraged to log every trip they complete without a car on the MassRIDES CarFree week website, according to Office of
Sustainability Programming Associate Jessica
Madding (LA ’11).
Last year, the Office of Sustainability participated in the first-ever MassRIDES CarFree Week and signed up 54 students, saving up to 480 miles, Program Director Tina
Woolston said.
see CAR-FREE, page 4

Justin McCallum/Tufts Daily

The Office of Sustainability this week is encouraging members of the Tufts community to walk or bike rather than drive in honor of Car-Free Week.
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Class of 2015 is Facebook forward

Chelsea Stevens | Loud Noises

Freshmen continue to use site as social, organizational tool
by Victoria

Rathsmill

Daily Editorial Board

It is common for recent high school graduates to view their upcoming arrival on a
college campus with excitement as well as
trepidation. These nerves stem partly from
the fact that many will arrive on campus
without the anchor of a solid group of friends
and acquaintances.
For the class of 2015 especially, though,
social media has, in its typical omnipresent
fashion, helped to alleviate this social anxiety for many high school seniors accepted
to Tufts.
When the current freshman class received
their online acceptance letters from Tufts last
April, they included a link to the Tufts Class of
2015 Facebook group. The group exploded,
accumulating over 1,500 members — consisting of both freshmen who used the group
to resolve questions about their ID photos
and upperclassmen using it as a recruitment
tool student groups.
Although the school year is well under
way, everyone has an ID and general interest meetings are all but finished, the Class
of 2015 Facebook group has refused to peter
out. It remains an important connection
between the freshmen as they navigate their
first few weeks on the Hill in an unusual show
of online camaraderie.
Recent posts include polls asking about
classes, funny YouTube videos thought pertinent to the class, pleas for the return of lost
items and invitations to join a group of students planning to attend upcoming concerts
in Boston.
Senior Assistant Director of Admissions
Daniel Grayson set up and administers the
group, which was created as a forum for students to get to know one another, to ask and
answer questions and to get peer support
from upperclassmen.
By monitoring the early activity of the
Class of 2015 Facebook group, Grayson was
able to find students willing to help him run
it later on.
“I try to identify a handful of students
every year that seem engaged and interested,
and I invite them to become administrators
of the group,” he said.
While Grayson stays involved with the
group through the summer, he stressed the
crucial role of the student administrators.
“I provide guidance and support, but the

group is really run by students,” he said.
Fay Syed-Ali, Harish Gupta, Graham Starr
and Rayn Riel serve as the freshman student
administrators. Starr said that after Grayson
asked them to run the group, he and the
other freshmen took on the responsibility
with an unprecedented enthusiasm.
“[We] decided to make it the most active
group ever,” he said. “So we did.”
Thanks to this push for the creation of a
virtual community before September rolled
around, incoming freshmen were even able
to meet face to face with scheduled Skype
sessions, one of the administrators’ more
popular ideas.
“The Skype sessions were something that
we planned, and would see if it would catch
on,” Syed-Ali said. “People ended up asking
for times in different time zones, and it got
bigger and bigger.”
Starr said students also used the group to
find classmates with common interests.
“Surprisingly, everybody is incredibly similar when it comes to certain things,” she said.
“Harry Potter was a common discussion on
threads, as was ‘Dr. Who,’ and there were
some great music threads.”
Students also used the group to plan a
Super Smash Bros. tournament, make suggestions for the “Ultimate Tufts Party Playlist”
and share the personal essays they wrote for
their applications to Tufts.
The group not only allowed students to
make connections before arriving on campus, but it also helped others make the commitment to come to Tufts, Grayson said.
“Students learned to identify with the culture of their class and find a common voice.
This group allowed the students to bond
with each other, and even convinced some to
get off the waitlist of other schools,” he said.
“Building those connections over Facebook
helped them stay with us.”
The group also offered students an opportunity to hone their sleuthing skills, Grayson
said. He was surprised about the detailed
extent of the information that the student
administrators were able to find online and
share with their classmates.
“What really kind of shocked me is how
much information they were able to track.
They posted the orientation schedule even
before it was available to the orientation
leaders.”
Syed-Ali says that Facebook also served
another purpose — helping to ease some of

Justin McCallum/Tufts Daily

Freshman Fay Syed-Ali became a minor campus
celebrity thanks to her work administering the
Tufts Class of 2015 Facebook group.
the stress of Orientation Week.
“One person finds something important
and posts it, and then everyone knows about
it. We were able to get really prepared for college really fast,” she said.
The popularity of the group has made
campus celebrities of Syed-Ali and Starr, as
well as a couple of their other classmates.
Both administrators say that classmates
frequently recognize them from Facebook.
Syed-Ali is even known as “Facebook Fay” to
some of her classmates.
“I think I was one of the last people to
find out that that was a thing, until I came
on campus and started introducing myself
to people, and they would already know my
name,” she said. “But I honestly met a lot of
my really close friends that way.”
While orientation jitters may be a source
of worry for students at other schools, Starr
says that won’t be a problem for the majority
of Tufts freshmen. For him, the group realized its main goal to create a forum for future
jumbos to get to know one another.
“We used social media as a tool to eliminate the awkward aspects of going to college,” he said. “Basically, we united the entire
class, and got people to work well together
and get to know each other.”

Street Smarts: Tufts’ Sartorial Scene
Ever notice the Jumbos on campus who put more thought into their wardrobes than matching their gym shorts to their Orientation T-Shirt?
We have, and some of their sartorial styles really caught our eye. These students all showed off a vintage flair with bold pairings of patterns
and textures characteristic of thrift-store style! Check out some of these fabulous first-day-of-classes looks that were sure to impress.

Compiled by Ashley Wood
Photos by Justin McCallum

“I like to mix pieces from my country
with more classical pieces. I woke up and
wanted to feel pretty because it’s the
beginning of the semester. I really love
bright colors and prints, but today, I was
going more for fall.”Catalina Quintero,
second-year Fletcher student

“I am defending my Ph.D. today.
Normally, I would still wear a dress just
because I’m older, but I spend long
hours in the lab so heels aren’t always
what I would wear.”Yulia Ivanova, a
Class of 2011 graduate student

“[I wear] whatever catches my eye. There’s
really no rhyme or reason, it’s just what looks
good and what’s economical and won’t
tear.”Jeremy Ravinsky, sophomore

See Jumbo Slice at
blogs.tuftsdaily.com
for the full shoot.

My feet are
bleeding

A

hh, fall at Tufts. It’s the perfect
time to grab a flannel and enjoy
the numbered days of tolerable
weather. If you’re like me, you’ve
been awaiting your return to the Hill
since mid-June and couldn’t be happier
to be here. If you’re really really like me,
you spent every cognitively functional
moment of summer at work and are
actually looking forward to class as a
refreshing change of pace from seemingly luciferian customers. And if you are
exactly like me, you’re still coming down
from your endorphin-induced high from
the realization that, miraculously, your
adjacent Wren suite isn’t full of guys that
have groped you on various frat dance
floors. Needless to say, this year is off to a
promising start.
The first week or so at Tufts is great.
It really astounds me that there are students who don’t move in on the first
possible day. And I’m not talking about
parties. I’m talking about good oldfashioned dicking around. Catching up
with old friends, meeting new neighbors,
spending whole days doing nothing, and
a healthy dose of my newfound passion,
tandem biking, report to Wren Hall to see
it in action.
Classes started on a Tuesday, which
gave me ample time to be completely unprepared. After a long summer of
waiting tables, my academic mind juices
were as incognizant as bong water, and
it only took one 50-minute lecture and
a crippling hand cramp to remind me
that I hadn’t hand-written anything substantive in four months. Luckily, the first
two days of classes consisted of thorough analyses of syllabi and required
a low attention threshold. Half the students in each class scribbled notes as if
they hadn’t read at least nine textbook
chapters entitled “What is the Scientific
Method?” since middle school, but I
politely refrained.
Fast forward to the first Friday back:
Fall Ball. I’ll skip the in-depth commentary on the ethics of re-selling free tickets
on TuftsLife as last week’s op-ed writers
really beat me to the punch, but I’ve
heard there will be a roundtable discussion (BYOB) in the next week or so, so
stay tuned. Basically it was a fun night:
good DJ, good friends, a haze of hot bodies, getting felt up by strangers… all in
all a solid Friday. For lack of anything
else particularly noteworthy to say about
Fall Ball, I’ll move swiftly along to the
number one bone I have to pick with this
night and others like it: female footwear.
My God.
I’ll break it down for you. Those ultrachic 5-inch stiletto heels your grandmother bought you for the fifth anniversary of your Bat Mitzvah are a lot less
cute when lodged between my third and
forth metatarsal. Okay, I’m not your typical girly girl. I’m also freakishly tall. But
if I have to spend the night grinding up
on some random not-even-cute dude
just to shelter my feet from your reckless stabs, I’ll be watching you. One little
push could send you into an impromptu
test of balance and wits. Hope you’re
sober and nimble enough to pick yourself off the ground before anyone sees
that you’re not wearing underwear! Just
kidding. But seriously.
If it were up to me, everyone would
just wear Crocs all the time. They are
squishy and colorful and have never
impaled anyone. They could even make
fur-lined Crocs for the winter months. It’s
an overdue trend that needs to set sail.
And now, my advice for the semester.
Take notes, but never on the first day.
Buy your textbooks at least before the
midterm. Don’t step on my tootsies if you
have high hopes for staying upright. And
finally, Tufts, don’t be afraid to rock out
with your Crocs out.
Chelsea Stevens is a sophomore who has
not yet declared a major. She can be reached
at Chelsea.Stevens@tufts.edu.
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Technological developments allow
for change in alcohol policy
ALCOHOL

continued from page 1

policy helped students feel more comfortable calling for medical assistance for
their friends without worrying about the
disciplinary consequences.
“We never want people to hesitate to
call [Tufts Emergency Medical Services] if
a friend is in need of medical attention,”
Reitman said. “There have been students
in comas who would not have made it if
someone had not called on their behalf.”
Wong noted that the new policy encourages student offenders to meet with him
soon after an incident takes place.
“If you can intervene closer to the incident, you’re more apt to change behavior,
he said. “In years past, students would wait
up to a year to see me. Now, it usually takes
about a week.”
The policy change was made possible
this year due to technological changes
that allow the Tufts administration to track
a student’s compliance with the policy,
according to Reitman.
“A high number of students get into
these situations and all these cases need to
be kept track of,” Reitman said. “This year

we developed the technology to do that.”
The new technology is not chiefly
designed to curb student drinking but
rather to identify students who may have
alcohol disorders and require serious
attention, Wong said.
“We don’t want to put all students in the
same big pool,” he said. “This is an easy
way to separate students out and get help
to the ones that need it.”
Wong expressed satisfaction with the
new computer system, which he says has
increased the potential for positive intervention.
“We have a really good policy now and are
just cleaning up the little pieces that could be
improved,” Wong said.
The university this year has also stepped
up its educational programs for students
regarding alcohol consumption and lifestyle
choices during pre-Orientation programs
and Orientation, Wong and Reitman said.
“No particular policy is going to change
the student attitude that they won’t be victims,” Reitman said. “It requires more a
change in the culture of friends taking care
of one another before they pass out and
before we lose somebody.”
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Ferguson to headline this semester’s
Synder Lecture
SNYDER

continued from page 1

nomic contributor to media outlets in the
United States and Great Britain. He is a regular contributor to Bloomberg Television and
writes a weekly column for Newsweek.
Dean of Academic Affairs for Arts and
Sciences James Glaser said that Ferguson
was selected, in line with the series’ founding
principles, for his ability to engage and challenge the audience.
“Prof. Ferguson is an extraordinary historian, but we invited him for reasons that go
beyond his excellent scholarship,” Glaser said
in an email. “He has very provocative views
and is known for his assertive style ... there’s
no question in my mind that he will challenge
our preconceived notions next month.”
Ferguson holds numerous academic positions. He is the Laurence A. Tisch Professor
of History at Harvard University, the William
Ziegler Professor of Business Administration
at Harvard Business School, a senior fellow at
the Hoover Institution at Stanford University
and a senior research fellow at Jesus College
at Oxford University.
A prolific writer, Ferguson has expounded on themes ranging from financial his-

tory to war. In his book “Empire: The Rise and
Demise of the British World Order and the
Lessons for Global Power” (2003), Ferguson
chronicles the power of the British Empire
in over 300 pages, claiming that the United
States is the next such empire.
“I read his book ‘Empire’ a few years ago,”
Glaser said. “He definitely defied my expectations on the subject.”
Ferguson’s books have been converted into
televisions series and documentaries. “The
Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the
World” (2008) aired as a four-part series on
PBS and won an International Emmy in 2009.
His lecture, entitled “The Financial Crisis
and the Descent of the West,” will take place
on Oct. 13 at 4:30 p.m. at Distler Performance
Hall. Free tickets will be available on Oct. 6 at
the Dowling Hall Student Services Center.
Funding for the lecture series is provided by
Richard Snyder (A ’55), former chairman and
CEO of Simon & Schuster.
Last semester’s lecture featured journalist Bob Woodward, who was instrumental in
exposing the Watergate scandal in the 1970s.
Previous speakers include conservative race
theorist Shelby Steele and MTV co-Founder
Tom Freston.

Community members encouraged to leave cars at home this week
CAR-FREE

continued from page 1

MassRIDES decided to expand the event to
a week this year after positive feedback from
partners in Massachusetts, Solomon said.
Last year, 1600 participants tracked 2600
miles on the MassRIDES site and reduced
carbon dioxide emissions by twelve tons,
Solomon said. MassRIDES hopes this year to
surpass 2000 participants for the whole week,
according to Solomon.
Car-Free Week offers members of the Tufts
community an opportunity to reevaluate
their lifestyles by choosing to bike instead of
drive for their daily commutes, according to
Madding.
“We’re not talking about going cold turkey

— which is ideal — but baby steps,” Madding
said.
Last Thursday, Madding provided students
outside the Mayer Campus Center information about alternative modes of transportation, including a list of buses operating near
the Medford/Somerville campus and various
rewards programs for Boston commuters.
The Office of Sustainability targeted faculty
members, who commute to campus daily, but
also highlighted students’ potential to contribute to the program, according to Madding.
“You can definitely have an impact on the
environment if you choose to forgo driving to
the grocery store once a week,” Madding said.
For every mile traveled through means
other than private car, 242 grams of carbon

dioxide are saved, Madding noted.
“When you think about it in grams, it
doesn’t seem like that much, but that stuff
adds up,” Madding said.
Other schools in the Boston area are also
participating in Car-Free Week, according to Solomon, including Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Harvard University,
University of Massachusetts Boston and
Suffolk University. One thousand cities in
40 countries worldwide are celebrating CarFree Day today.
“It’s something people all over the world are
participating in. People like to feel like they are
a part of something bigger,” Woolston said.
Tufts is one of six universities participating in CLIF Bar’s 2-Mile Challenge, a compe-

tition that encourages participants to bike
to all destinations within a two-mile vicinity instead of driving, according to Campus
Representative Ryan Clapp, a senior.
Forty percent of all urban travel is within
these two miles, Clapp noted.
Clapp and fellow Campus Representative
Allister Chang, also a senior, will be running weekly events for the 2-Mile Challenge,
including a lemonade stand near the Voute
Tennis Courts that will give lemonade to
students who run or bike, Clapp said.
Chang and Clapp will hold a bike market
at the campus center early next month,
where students can sell old bikes, buy new
ones or purchase used bikes that are refurbished by mechanics on site, Clapp said.
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The Daily wants to hear from YOU.
Have a problem with our coverage? Upset
about something happening at Tufts or in
the community?
The Daily welcomes thoughts, opinions and complaints
from all readers — have your voice heard!

Send op-ed submissions, 600-1,200 words, to oped@
tuftsdaily.com. Send letters to the editor to editor@
tuftsdaily.com.
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(n.)
the person you are fated to meet.

Tufts alum’s novels
take on religion,
sexual orientation
Hoffman’s latest depicts ideological
struggles, inter-generational understanding
by

T

ufts University has
produced more than
a few successful writers over the years. The
latest Tufts alumnus
to produce a published work of
fiction is Wayne Hoffman, a 1991
graduate from the School of Arts
and Sciences. His novel, “Sweet
Like Sugar,” examines the tensions that exist in the life of a
gay man who was raised as a
Conservative Jew. Although the
book is not strictly autobiographical, many elements of Hoffman’s
own life are present in the narrative thread, as he dealt with many
of the same issues.
The inspiration for the story
came when Hoffman was working as an editor at Forward, a
Jewish newspaper. One day, a fellow editor asked if one of his
workers, an elderly and observant Jewish man who worked in a
neighboring office, could come in
to rest on Hoffman’s couch. The
man was obviously sickly, and
Hoffman began to wonder about
the man’s history and what their
relationship could have been like.
This thought sparked the impetus for the novel, which is about
a friendship that forms between
the twenty-something gay protagonist, Benji Steiner, and an
elderly rabbi named Zuckerman.
What follows is a genuine story
about the ways people from different generations and religious
attitudes can connect through
compassion and understanding. Though Benji was estranged
from his Conservative Jewish
upbringing because of his homosexuality, he finds himself quickly
becoming friends with the rabbi
and hiding his sexual orientation from him to preserve their
relationship. When Benji’s secret
is ultimately divulged, the novel
takes a dramatic turn.
Though Benji is an entirely
different person from Hoffman,
the author admits to the parallels between his own life and his
protagonist’s. The novel’s text is
interspersed with italicized passages that describe incidents
from Benji’s past.
“The closest things to autobiography are in the flashbacks. A
few of those are really, really close
to the truth. A few are broadly
similar to issues that I’ve dealt
with, but not so autobiographi-

Matt Welch

Daily Editorial Board

cally,” Hoffman told the Daily.
Like Benji, Hoffman was raised
as a Conservative Jew. He said, “I
grew up in suburban Maryland in
a conservative household, went
to synagogue every week, kept
kosher and went to Jewish summer camp. I did all those things.”
However, things began to
change for Hoffman when he
realized his sexual identity. As an
adolescent, he moved away from
Conservative Judaism when he
realized that the religion hardly
accepted homosexuals. “From
the time I was 12 or 13, I already
knew that I was gay. Anytime
sexuality was brought up [in our
synagogue] the rabbi came up as
being anti-gay. And I got the hint
that the Conservative movement
of the ’80s was not accommodating to gays at all,” Hoffman said.
This realization is poignantly
rendered in one of the novel’s
flashbacks, where a young Benji
comes to the same realization.
For both author and protagonist, this experience opens a rift
between himself and the religion
he was raised with.
“By the time I came out in high
school and went away to college
at Tufts, I didn’t stay or argue
with my rabbi; I said, ‘Message
received, and I’ll be leaving now,’”
Hoffman said.
When Hoffman was well into
his time as a student at Tufts,
he found himself missing parts
of the Jewish tradition that had
enriched his youth. He told the
Daily, “I missed certain things.
I remembered certain traditions
and holidays and realized they
connected with me.”
Around this same time, Hoffman
began writing for the first time. He
started out as a writer for the Tufts
Daily when he was a sophomore.
By the time he graduated from
Tufts, Hoffman was writing music
reviews for the Washington Blade.
Hoffman eventually became
an active journalist. His work has
appeared in the Washington Post,
the Village Voice, The Advocate
and a variety of other publications. He has also worked as an
editor at Nextbook Press, Forward
and other publishing outfits.
Hoffman’s time at Forward
began his full reconciliation with
Judaism. While the Conservative
Judaism of his youth was intolerant of homosexuality, his experi-

ences at the Jewish newspaper “You need to take a chunk away
showed him that the religion from your life to get deep enough
could be far more accommodat- into [the novel] so that when you
ing. Hoffman said, “That was the go back to the rest of your life,
first time I became a full-time Jew, you have enough momentum to
and that hadn’t happened since keep that going,” he said.
With all this said, Hoffman’s
I was a teenager. I didn’t know it
would be a comfortable job with work is hardly isolationist. His
first novel, “Hard” (2006), is heavme being gay, but it was.”
Balancing work as a fiction ily steeped in New York City’s gay
writer with journalism and edit- culture in the mid-’90s. Written
ing has not always been the easi- as a response to the city governest task for Hoffman, who has ment’s crackdown on gay bars
found the need to separate his and clubs during the height of
creative writing from his other the AIDS epidemic in the late
jobs. “[Fiction writing is] a differ- ’80s and early ’90s, the novel
ent head space. Journalism works illuminates the inextricable link
on a very fast turn-around when between sexuality and politics
you have a story idea and you do through the lens of multiple
the reporting. By the time [the characters.
About “Hard,” Hoffman said,
article] comes out, you’re already
on the next one. Fiction is years of “The excuse for [the closing of gay
thinking about one thing, so you bars and clubs] ... was all in the
have to climb inside the world of name of AIDS prevention, which
your novel, and you have to live was bulls--t. It was a difficult
time in New York because AIDS
inside it,” he said.
Separating creative ventures activists were divided — some
from journalistic work has been thought it was a good idea to
an essential strategy for Hoffman’s close these places, but I thought
they served a
novel writing,
purpose.”
which he finds
		
too demandHoffman’s
ing to be balwork
illusanced with
trates
the
other forms
multitude of
of expression.
issues homo“With
ficsexuality raistion, if I don’t
es in contemhave a week,
porary culI can’t do anyture. Whether
thing. It’s difit’s religious
ficult, whethor political
er you’re a
intolerance
student
or
of
homoa freelancer
sexuality, he
or a journaldeals
with
ist.
When
these
conI’m writing a
flicts through
novel, I turn
his fiction in
down freea way that
lance assignis poignant
ments,” he
and genuine.
said.
Frank Mullaney/Courtesy Wayne Hoffman
prose
G e t t i n g Wayne Hoffman’s ‘Sweet Like Sugar’ His
the necessary explores religion in the context of is clear and
unadorned,
space from homosexuality.
a style that
his
other
helps
him
work
has
led to an interesting dynamic in cut to the heart of the issues his
Hoffman’s life. Although Hoffman work tries to address. The insight
doesn’t isolate himself while he’s he offers into the dissonance that
writing, he finds that compart- often exists between a person’s
mentalizing fiction writing from religious or political beliefs and
other intellectual demands is the his sexual orientation has implionly strategy that gives his novels cations for everyone, gay, straight,
the space they need to develop. or other.
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Album Review

‘Era Extraña’ marks dark turn for Neon Indian

Tai Frater | Chewing the Fat

Danceable melancholia floods indie darling’s latest album
by Jordan

Odiakosa

Daily Staff Writer

Neon Indian burst onto the music scene in
2009 as an indie darling and was praised and
paraded by popular alternative music blogs

Era Extraña
Neon Indian
for their inherently indie musical aesthetic.

Mom & Pop/Static Tongues
Their music, composed by Alan Polomo,
was grainy, nostalgic and influenced by electronic musical acts of the ’70s and ’80s like
Kraftwerk and Yellow Magic Orchestra. The
Texan band arrived at the perfect time; 2009
was the year of Chillwave, a term used to
describe low-fidelity music that sounds like it
is coming from old, warped cassette decks.
Though Polomo initially released tracks like
“Should’ve Taken Acid With You” and “6699
(I Don’t Know If You Know)” anonymously
and with no real ambition, he became an
indie sensation. Those tracks wound up on
the group’s first EP, “Psychic Chasms,” which
came out in 2009. The debut garnered praise
for its psychedelic effects and old-school,
videogame-like synths and drums.
In their second album, “Era Extraña,” the
group maintains inklings of their distorted
aesthetic. The tracks remain trippy and spacey, utilizing intricate synthesizer work and
crunchy shoegaze guitars to place listeners in
the headspace of a disgruntled lover. Polomo
has somewhat abandoned his grimy sound
with the onset of mass media attention and
the demands of an actual label.
For his sophomore effort, Polomo traveled
all the way to Helsinki, Finland to distance
himself from his Texan roots. Unfortunately,
the weather’s negative impact on Polomo’s
songwriting is very apparent in the soundscapes of the album. The melodies sound
frostbitten; the chords are wintry, and it
sounds like Polomo could use a warm sweater. The album places listeners in a gloomy
space of alienation, contemplation and
anguish.

Top Ten |
Best Frat Party Themes
Most frat party themes at Tufts
are pretty generic. We’re not necessarily unpatriotic, but one more
America-themed bash, and we may
just become expatriates. We thought
up a few ideas to spice things up.
Take them. Please.
10. “The Human Centipede (First
Sequence)” (2009): Frat bros talk
out of their a--es anyways.
9. Tufts Safety Alert: Dark blue
hoodies only. Oh, and keep all iPhones
and wallets concealed.
8. Lords and Ladies: Heaving
bosoms and men in tights? What’s
not to love?

www.neonindian.com

Palomo’s obsession with magnetic tapes explains his lo-fi sound.
A synth nerd at heart, Polomo has a keen
ear for capturing the emotional gravity of
tracks in their melodies. Unique yet oldschool synths fill the album with billowing
electronic sounds. The majority of the songs
possess a static, techno-like fluidity, with
sparse snares operating as drum breaks. The
emphasis is placed primarily on the chords,
melodies and singing.
Staying true to his former indie ideals,
some of the lyrics are difficult to decipher, but
thankfully, the song titles more or less give
you a gist of what is going on in his life. Like
every cliched artist ever, the dude has some
lady problems.
The album opens with “Heart: Attack,” a
track with a bubbling, psychedelic ambiance.
True to its title, it feels like a bitter breakup or
a forlorn crush that fails to materialize.
That theme of lost love continues with
“Polish Girl,” the lead single off the album.
On the surface, the track is catchy and danceable. The disco-like bass line grooves, the
kick drum gets your blood pumping and the
repeated arpeggiator line is playful. The song
is heavy on the synths, and features a cool
melody line that undulates and leaps from
note to note; it sounds like a revving motorcyle. But the descending chord progression

spirals into more gloom, and close read of the
lyrics reveals that Polomo probably didn’t get
the Polish girl’s digits.
“Hex Girlfriend” reiterates the sullen
theme of the album. The track begins with
a bubble effect that sounds like the very
essence of angst. Against the backdrop of
gritty guitar chords and videogame synths,
Polomo finds himself face-to-face with a lady
whose “Stupid face [looks] so perplexed.”
One saving grace is “The Blindside Kiss,”
which stands out for its gritty guitar work,
slick synths and distorted vocals. This track
hearkens to Polomo’s original sound more
than any other on the album.
As a work of art, the album stands
out as a truly unique musical endeavor, drawing motion from itself and
presenting its ideas clearly with conviction. It evokes the story of a lonely
intellectual, trying to find love in a faraway place. Unfortunately, the album
lacks spark and vigor for that same
reason. The tracks sound too similar;
they redundantly express the feelings
of gloom and despair, and Polomo’s
apathetic singing is anesthetizing. It’s
the kind of album to play alone in your
room after a particularly moody day.

The Artsy Jumbo

Aguirre leaps and twirls across Tufts’
dance scene
Tufts senior Christina Aguirre is a classically
trained dancer who literally does it all: She
pirouettes as the president of Sarabande, gets
low as a choreographer and dancer for Spirit
of Color and was even a former member
of Static Noyze last year, the Boston-based
dance company that was in the running
for MTV’s “America’s Best Dance Crew.”
Although she’ll never admit it herself, Aguirre
is the closest thing Tufts has to a “So You
Think You Can Dance” all-star.
Aguirre is currently working with former
Boston Ballet and Boston Conservatory faculty member Dean Vollick to teach a class
for advanced dancers at the Jackson Dance

Studio and Lab on Fridays at 4 p.m. beginning
this week. Hoping to share her love of dance
with others, Aguirre is also teaching at the
Boston Ballet Citydance “Chance to Dance,”
a 10-week program that lets children in the
Boston public school system who wouldn’t
normally have the opportunity to dance take
classes at the Boston Ballet once a week.
According to Aguirre, “I love dancing, but
I think the reason why I chose Tufts rather
than a dance school was that I wanted to do
more with it. I wanted to help other people
understand why dance is so amazing.”
—by Charissa Ng

7. Snuggie Party: Because we all
know the night’s going to end with
you wrapped-up alone in a blanket,
anyway — might as well get a head
start.
6. Insane Clown Posse: You think
you know hardcore? Try getting
dressed like a clown, THEN drinking.
5. Internet Meme: Nothing like getting drunk and having people yell like
a goat that yells like a man.
4. Ernest Hemingway: Everyone is
very drunk, but speaks only in terse
statements whose true meanings are
only revealed after serious contemplation.
3. Woody Allen Party: Everyone is
nervous and just doesn’t talk to each
other. Unless it’s about death.
2. Dada: No one would go.
1. Mad Men: No, a martini is not just
a really big shot of vodka.
Ashley Seenauth/Tufts Daily

I

You’re
my
lobster

am a newcomer to American cuisine,
having arrived in the United Staes
from England barely a month ago.
To be honest, I was expecting the
American diet to be hamburgers and
chips. However, I have been pleasantly
surprised by the quality of the food
since my arrival. Other food has proved
more “experimental,” for want of a better word. Anyway, I believe one of the
best ways to connect with a culture is
through its cuisine, and I intend to use
this column to document my journey
through American culture through the
food I eat over the coming months.
One of my first culinary encounters
was during a visit to Cape Cod, where
I was staying with relatives and their
friends. These kind people, who had
met me only the week before, took
me into the bosom of their family and
gave me a wonderful first experience
of American hospitality. On the day in
question, I was being treated to a slapup meal in honor of my birthday.
Because I had not yet sampled the
local cuisine, I was implored to try the
lobster. Feeling adventurous, I opted for
the stuffed lobster with scallops on top
— it was my birthday after all. Although
I had tried lobster once long ago in
England, this was a distant memory and
I was excited to see what was in store.
The lobster arrived and was such a
visual feast I could only respond with
laughter and bewilderment. It was huge,
bright red and bursting over with succulent stuffing and meaty white scallops proudly perched on top.
My first thought, “Wow!” was quickly
followed by a second “And how the hell
do I eat that thing?” Tucked next to the
lobster was the essential lobster eater’s
fashion statement: a plastic.
Now, the bib got me thinking: either
the waiting staff had seen me eat before,
or I was in for a messy experience.
Along with the bib, I had some interesting tools which were presumably for
performing emergency surgery following lobster-related digestive incidents.
I literally did not know where to start
dissecting the thing.
Fortunately for me, I was sitting next
to Bill. Bill is comfortably in his eighties
(although you would never think it), has
built his own house and is knowledgeable about a range of subjects from horticulture to local archaeology and Indian
history. Bill divides his time between
volunteering in the local museum and
supporting four generations of his family together with his wife, Kay.
Kay is equally active and communally
spirited. She volunteers at a local thrift
store, paints watercolors and bakes. In
short, Kay and Bill are more active than
any teenage Britons I have met, and are
the sort of people who make you wonder what on earth went wrong with our
generation. They also probably have far
better things to do than teach a clumsy
amateur from across the pond how to
eat lobster.
With their guidance I was able to
crack the claws and extract the meat. By
the time I reached the tail, I was a pro
(well an intermediate, at least). I never
quite managed to extract the fine bits
of meat from the legs, but on inspecting
my bowl of a shell, Bill was pleased to
see I had successfully combed them for
every last trace of lobster. I was thrilled
with his seal of approval on my lobster
eating abilities. And how did it taste?
Utterly delectable!
I have a penchant for rich food, and
dipping the hard-won lobster morsels in butter before eating them was
mouth-wateringly indulgent.
My financial and waistline considerations mean lobster won’t form a
regular part of my U.S. diet but, for
an occasional treat, it is hard to beat.
Verdict: 5/5 the best food with the best
company.

Tai Frater is pursuing a post-graduate
degree in occupational therapy. She can be
reached at Tai.Frater@tufts.edu.

Thursday, September 22, 2011

The Tufts Daily

7

Arts & Living

Restaurant Review

Blue Inc. serves up genuine flavor in a chic package
by John-Michael Sequeira

Daily Staff Writer

Should you find yourself with a bit of
extra cash on hand to devote to some culinary spelunking — or in the company of a
date whom you’d very much like to impress
— there is no shortage of high-end dining

Blue Inc.

131 Broad St.
Boston, MA 02110
617-261-5353
$$$$
options in Cambridge and Boston proper.
Choices range from the Southern quirks
of Hungry Mother, to the classic appeal of
Ten Tables, to the rustic, gourmet quality of
Gaslight Brasserie du Coin.
That list, of course, goes from sushi to
tapas and back again, with each new find
falling rather neatly into a category. But
what sets Jason Santos’ Blue Inc. apart is its
ability to skirt conventions that often seem
unavoidable and to do so with a sense of
effortless, playful invention.
The experience began with their first
offering for the table: a basket of pretzelbread rolls paired with grain-mustard butter.
As an unabashedly creative opening bite,
it worked flawlessly, and the salty, hearty
bread paired well with the understated hint
of mustard.
Though menus were still closed at this
point, there was already no doubt that the
meal would be anything but typical.
As the meal began, Blue Inc.’s creativity
really began to shine. First courses include
a potato gnocchi and lamb sausage combination nestled within delicate sheets of
parmesan ($9) and a lobster and truffle soup
featuring porcini mushrooms and bee pollen ($13). Each was executed marvelously
and elegantly presented.
With well-sized chunks of lobster in a rich,
decadent base, the soup somehow managed to preserve its varied individual flavors,
avoiding the pitfall of stewed-together flavor
anonymity. Meanwhile, the gnocchi offered

ASHLEY SEENAUTH/Tufts Daily

Blue Inc. offers delicious dishes and elegant presentation to match.
the perfect contrast — rugged, spicy lamb
opposite the gnocchi’s creamy delicacy.
The innovative success continued well
into the entrees. On deck were the hoisinglazed duck confit ($25) and the braised
veal cheeks ($25), each featuring superbly
prepared meats. Their tenderness rendered
our knives altogether unnecessary.
And though the duck did suffer slightly
from a separation of flavors — the hoisin
sauce layered the duck’s surface instead of
penetrating the meat itself — its accompaniment was a standout. Mango with coconut sticky rice, traditionally a dessert item,
worked brilliantly here. Its sweet and tart flavors balanced well against the more savory
poultry.
The veal hit every note with precision.
Atop a velvety potato puree, the tender meat
matched with green peppercorns and tiny
cubes of watermelon that punctuated each
bite with unexpected sweetness. It’s a bold
combination that easily could have gone
awry, but instead tied the dish together and

An interview with Gordon
Ramsay, reality TV chef
Samuel E. Zuckert
Contributing Writer

Gordon Ramsay has always been
an eccentric character and incredible
chef. However, he was only thrust
into the American spotlight in 2005
with his cooking reality show, “Hell’s
Kitchen.” On the show — currently in
its ninth season — chefs compete for
a prestigious head chef position and
Ramsay’s harsh critiques and bad temper have earned him a considerable
reputation. In another reality show,

“Kitchen Nightmares,” Ramsay travels to struggling restaurants around
the country hoping to save them. As
in “Hell’s Kitchen,” his criticisms are
often harsh.
The Daily had a chance to chat with
Ramsay about his restaurant-themed
TV shows and his thoughts on the culinary scene.
Question: What is the biggest problem
you see facing more established restaurants?
Answer: Most of them become static.
They forget to fight to move on. The
secret is to stay in front of your customers, because once you’ve opened
these businesses, you’re in it. The only
way you can improve is by going and
eating out, because you can’t disappear
for two months and travel.
The biggest problem is [that restaurateurs] get comfortable, and then
they forget to fight. They forget, “Okay,
we have to move on.” Everything has
to evolve. You don’t need to go fine
dining-crazy, but you need to work
up with new ideas. The staff… gets
complacent, because they think that
they have a restaurant, but they don’t
understand what’s open within a fivemile radius. And that is something they
need to know on a daily basis.
Q: Is there anything we’ll see this season that we’ve never seen in seasons
past?

Isabella Vosmikova/FOX

Ramsay has one of the most feared and
revered faces in modern cooking.

A: More than ever before, as you know,
there’s a whole team behind me, and
they have a couple days to prep the
restaurants before I get there and a
couple days to prep for the restaurant
after I leave. We bring in an infrastruc-

prevented it from becoming heavy.
Portioning is just as refined, so you needn’t
fear the “large plate, tiny portion” syndrome
that often plagues restaurants aiming for
ascetic modernity.
While the decor might convince you otherwise at first, replete as it is with blues, silvers and ultra-chic mirrored surfaces, what
sets Blue apart is its genial, good-natured
service and its earnestly creative menu.
The cocktail selection is a perfect example. Over the course of the night, we sampled
three drinks, all of which were artfully crafted
with the same verve and inventiveness that
characterized the menu.

For instance, the POOF! A Transparent
Manhattan ($11) comes swirling with liquid
nitrogen, resembling witches’ brew more
than a consumable beverage. But a few sips
in, it’s clear that the cocktail is not only
drinkable, but a real treat.
Moments like that tend to define the experience at Blue Inc. Yes, there are flourishes of
surface showiness, but they are underpinned
by the genuine pleasure the venue takes in
being irreverent and defying expectations.
It’s the rare restaurant that doesn’t take
itself too seriously and never lets its playfulness keep its food and drinks from seriously
impressing.

What’s Up This Weekend
Looking to make your weekend artsy? Check
out these events!
Piano Trios on the Brink: Pianist and music
faculty member Donald Berman, along with
specialguestsGilMorgenstenandOleAkahoshi
present Arnold Schoenberg’s “Transfigured
Night” and Dmitri Shostakovich’s, “Piano Trio
No. 2”. (Friday at 8 p.m. at Distler Recital Hall.
Admission is free.)
“The Hound of the Baskervilles”: Come
out for a night of humor and drama as
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s classic character,
Sherlock Holmes, meets the modern day.
Three actors play more than a dozen roles in
this mystery-comedy. (Thursday at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday at 3 p.m. and 8
p.m. and Sunday at 2 p.m. at Central Square
Theater. Tickets are $25 with a student ID.)
ture, and we really focus on… the most
important elements to get that restaurant back. Sometimes the restaurants
this year have been beautiful in terms
of interior, the decor, and are familyrun, but the segmentation that’s taken
place is more seen than ever before
this year.
Once, I was greeted with a huge
mouse coming through one of the
doors. Now, I’ve had a lot of flack in
my time, but I’ve never been greeted
by a mouse in a door of a restaurant.
And the shock of the fact that I walked
in there, and then they accused me of
bringing it in… That’s a little bit out
there. Me bringing my own mouse to
plant in the restaurant before helping
them? Come on!

Massachusetts Independent Comics
Expo: See the work of over 80 independent
comic artists whose work is independently
or self-published. Panels and workshops on
the craft of comic creation will also be held.
(Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Lesley
University Hall in Cambridge. Admission is
free.)
SoWa Open Market: An open, bazaar
type market that hosts everything from
musical instruments and arts and crafts
to produce and food items. A rich variety
of items ensure pleasure for any visitor.
(Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 460
Harrison Avenue in Boston. Admission is
free.)
—compiled by the Daily Arts Department
opening night, the first six months,
the financial implications — we turn it
upside-down. We really turn it upsidedown. So I don’t pussyfoot around. I
really get straight off, so I never second
guess it. I go for it straight away.

Q: Have you ever second-guessed any
of your reactions, or decisions you’ve
made on the show in terms of dealing
with employees, owners, et cetera?
A: I act on impulse and I go with my
instincts. I’ve had a lot of successes,
I’ve had failures — so I learn from the
failures.
I have to get straight to the truth,
and it’s not because we’re panicking
and we’re not there for 10 days. In the
U.K. versions, we’re there for nine, 10
days at a time. Here, we’re here for a
week, and because of the work that
goes into that week — the research
from every critic to every article to the

Isabella Vosmikova/FOX

‘Hell’s Kitchen’ catapulted Gordon Ramsay to
the center of the media spotlight.
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A needless safety hazard

Carter W. Rogers
Editor-in-Chief

Editorial | Letters

The intersection of Powder House
Boulevard and Packard Avenue, marked only
by flashing red traffic lights, has long been
the cause of anxiety for drivers, bicyclists and
pedestrians alike.
On Tuesday morning, a student was struck
by a car while biking across the intersection and was hospitalized. On July 28, the
Somerville Fire Department needed the Jaws
of Life to extricate three victims from a twovehicle crash at the same intersection. Their
injuries were serious but not fatal, according
to Wicked Local Somerville.
These two incidents and the near misses
that occur on a daily basis clearly demonstrate that this is a dangerous intersection
and that something must be done. Somerville
residents have long complained of frequent
traffic accidents and dangerous conditions

for pedestrians at the intersection. A 60-year
old transcript of a meeting of the Somerville
Board of Aldermen shows that residents
have complained about their children having to cross the minefield of traffic there
since at least 1950. According to Somerville
Ward 7 Alderman candidate Joan Whitney
Puglia, the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation refused to install a stoplight
or pedestrian crossing signal, claiming that
the volume of traffic the two streets receive
does not justify the installation.
However, streets in this area see a considerable number of pedestrians and bicyclists, by virtue of their location next to the
Tufts campus. So while Powder House and
Packard and may not see enough vehicles
each day to typically warrant a traffic signal,
the frequency with which pedestrians and

bicyclists cross it creates an extremely hectic
and dangerous intersection.
Students have expressed anxiety about
the crossing, both as drivers and as pedestrians, and history tells them that their anxiety
is warranted.
The cost of installing a pedestrian crossing
signal and converting the traffic lights from
flashing reds to fully functioning traffic lights
would be in the tens of thousands of dollars,
but we believe that there is simply no question
that the cost is justified. The bicyclist who was
hit this week could have been killed. And like
the many others that preceded it, Tuesday’s
accident could have been prevented by a traffic signal. The City of Somerville should install
traffic lights at once for the safety of students
and residents. Any further delay is both irresponsible and dangerous.

term and referred to them as “Indians.”
By saying the Indians were advanced in
having covered wagons and barrels, the
men implied that most Native Americans
are not intelligent enough to think of
these simple things, thus placing “white
men” above the Native Americans.
My point is, I believe the Tufts community to be open to all cultures, but

this appearance of this comic in the
school newspaper makes me question
that belief, and as a Native American, I
am saddened that this sort of prejudice is
allowed to be a part of our community.

nate beeler

Rebecca Santiago Executive Arts Editor
Zach Drucker Arts Editors
Anna Majeski
Charissa Ng
Joseph Stile
Ashley Suarez
Matt Welch
Melissa MacEwen Assistant Arts Editors
David Kellogg
Bhushan Deshpande
Seth Teleky
Devon Colmer
Louie Zong
Craig Frucht
Michael Restiano

Executive Op-Ed Editor
Op-Ed Editors
Assistant Op-Ed Editors
Cartoonists
Editorialists

Daniel Rathman Executive Sports Editor
Matthew Berger Sports Editors
Lauren Flament
Claire Kemp
Ben Kochman
Aaron Leibowitz
David McIntyre
Alex Prewitt
Ann Sloan
Ethan Sturm
Kate Klots Assistant Sports Editors
Josh Berlinger
Virginia Bledsoe
Kristen Collins
Alex Dennett
Justin McCallum
Ashley Seenauth
William Butt
Lane Florsheim
Caroline Geiling
Meagan Maher
Oliver Porter
Scott Tingley
Dilys Ong

Executive Photo Editor
Photo Editors

Assistant Photo Editors

Staff Photographers

Ellen Kan Executive New Media Editor

PRODUCTION
Jason Huang

Production Director
Alyssa Kutner Executive Layout Editor
Rebecca Alpert Layout Editors
Jennifer Betts
Shoshanna Kahne
Sarah Kester
Emily Rourke
Elliot Philips Assistant Layout Editors
Emma Spero

Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,
Printed in The Tufts Daily on Monday,
Sept. 19, was a comic strip entitled
“Married to the Sea” which depicted
men walking in on a Native American
campsite. I found this comic to be offensive because not only did it trivialize the
intelligence of Native Americans, it also
completely ignored the politically correct

Off the Hill | University of South Florida

Qwikster represents Netflix’s dismissal of
DVD-by-mail
by

Banjamin Wright
The Oracle
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Sincerely,
Madison Morley
Class of 2015

Netflix has been a trailblazer in the field
of instant streaming and DVD rentals since
it started its subscription-based digital distribution service in 1999.
Allowing customers to rent DVDs and
Blu-ray discs through the mail, as well as
stream films and television series for a flatrate price, Netflix seemed like it was really
on top of its game.
While companies like Amazon and Hulu
have started to challenge Netflix in the digital streaming arena, Netflix still had a firm
upper hand. That is, until it decided to raise
its initial flat-rate prices this past summer,
which included charging some subscribers
twice as much as they were already paying
for both streaming and DVD-by-mail.
Public outrage appeared to be overwhelmingly negative, enough so that cofounder and CEO Reed Hastings took to
Netflix’s online blog Sunday to apologize
for his poor communication in the process 
as well as seemingly announcing an overall
dismissal of the DVD-by-mail format Netflix
pioneered.
Just in the past week, Netflix has lost the
rights to stream films from Starz, Disney and
Sony, three of its most prominent suppliers
of streaming content, and Netflix’s stock has
dropped as much as 15 percent in recent
days. With staffers like Hastings reportedly
selling off their own stock in the company,
perhaps subscribers should have seen this
coming.

The Tufts Daily is a nonprofit, independent newspaper, published Monday through Friday during the academic year, and distributed free to the Tufts community. EDITORIAL POLICY Editorials represent the position of
The Tufts Daily. Individual editors are not necessarily responsible for, or in agreement with, the policies and
editorials of The Tufts Daily. The content of letters, advertisements, signed columns, cartoons and graphics
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Tufts Daily editorial board.

In the video posted on Netflix’s blog,
Hastings says that when they looked toward
the future of the company prior to the
controversial price increase, they saw that
DVD-by-mail and streaming services were
becoming very different from one another
and splitting them up would let them provide more focus on the respective formats.
Netflix has created a new spin-off company, entitled Qwikster, which will provide
customers with DVD, Blu-ray and the new
addition of video game rentals. Qwikster will
have a new website separate from Netflix
at qwikster.com, and will be run by former
Netflix executive Andy Rendich.
What all of this really sounds like is an
attempt to become clean of their DVD-bymail service that has become increasingly
less popular in the wake of online streaming. While Hastings insists that Rendich and
his new Qwikster team will be able to devote
more time to improving DVD-by-mail service, the casual nature and faux-affable tone
of the entire video makes this feel like a lowrent affair.
Now if Netflix’s streaming service had
been offering a variety of special content
that you can’t find anywhere else, perhaps
this wouldn’t be such a cause for alarm.
Yet, since the announcement of the price
increase, Netflix has lost three major suppliers of streaming content, while sites like
Hulu Plus have been adding up-to-date
television series and acquiring licenses to
major film distributors like Criterion and
20th Century Fox.
On Monday morning, Netflix subscribers

received an email with the subject line “An
Explanation and Some Reflections,” which
was once again an apology from Hastings
and the announcement of Qwikster. What’s
really stirring about this whole apology front
is that it feels like we’re being sold Netflix,
not receiving an apology.
It would appear as if the plan all along was
to eventually sever the limb of Netflix that
was the DVD-by-mail distribution process,
and it’s even fair to suggest that the price hike
was a way to draw sides between the two
and see who had more subscribers clearly,
streaming walked away with a victory.
As Hastings sends the new Qwikster CEO
off on his way to “innovate” his new company, it seems as if Rendich is serving as a
martyr for the Netflix namesake. While the
name Qwikster is already being skewered
by the Internet community, particularly
because there’s already a Qwikster Twitter
account owned by someone infatuated with
pot smoking and Elmo, it seems like only
a matter of time before DVD-by-mail subscribers realize that Netflix has no interest in
physical media anymore.
Netflix may believe it is on to some sort
of genius repositioning of their brand that
nobody has caught onto, but the majority
agree that Qwikster is another foolish move
in a long series of events that appear to be
an unspooling of this company. In an age
where consumers are growing to appreciate
accessibility of products in one place  in this
case streaming and DVD-by-mail  Netflix
is practically forming a divide and saying,
“No.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters must be submitted by 2 p.m. and
should be handed into the Daily office or sent to letters@tuftsdaily.com.
All letters must be word processed and include the writer’s name and
telephone number. There is a 450-word limit and letters must be verified.
The editors reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, space and length.

ADVERTISING POLICY All advertising copy
is subject to the approval of the Editorin-Chief, Executive Board and Executive
Business Director. A publication schedule
and rate card are available upon request.
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Upon trees
by

Angad Bagai | A Whole New World

Rock you
like a
hurricane

Will Shira

During these final few days of summer heat — and have no illusions,
they will not last — stroll around this
campus and gaze upon the trees. The
leaves begin to turn vibrant colors of
fire and float to the ground. A breeze
calmly flows through, conducting a
little ballet of colorful flora. Inhale
slowly. Simply stare. Appreciate these
beauties that allow us to breathe air.
A few trees at Tufts have special
importance to my sanity. The great
pine towering over the benches of
stone at the base of Hillel is a wise
conversation partner. Many times I
have settled below the powerful limbs
in the cool shade with problems. Every
time I leave with answers. Visit the
grandmother tree who stands proudly as the heart of President’s Lawn.
Her roots form welcome benches for
passersby and ponderers. Above, her
trunk has kindly lent itself to numerous romantics who have carved statements meant to last for eternity into
her flesh, as she was, and still is, the
oldest and most permanent canvas
around. These letters and messages
have long been obscured by her fresh
bark, but remnants are clearly visible.
Columns of trees placed throughout the academic quad are her royal
guard. They stand as stoic reminders
of the once immense and dense forests that covered these lands.
Watch a little longer. Look a little
closer. At the bases of all these trees
you will find something like a tumor,
usually with a circular center and
swelling around. These were old, low
hanging branches whose lives were
cut short. They are on nearly every
tree. This is a nuisance — harder to
start climbing. For after gazing upon
these pillars, perhaps even putting
your hand on one, the urge to climb
may very well overwhelm you. The
view is breathtaking. That old saying,
“the reward is in the journey” feels
especially poignant climbing up an
old, sturdy tree. Its part of our huntergatherer roots and dates even further
back than that if one believes in evolution and our hairier hominid ancestors. Plainly put, it feels good. Try it;
then disagree.
The
Tufts
University
Police
Department and administration do
not share this enthusiasm. On the
Tufts Medford/Somerville Campus,
climbing a tree is currently an offense
requiring police intervention. You will
be ordered down. If you refuse, you
will be written a dean’s referral. There
is a myth currently that it is a probation-worthy offense. I contacted the
police department in order to verify
this. They could not confirm. Judicial
Affairs Officer Veronica Carter, during a brief phone conversation, said
she couldn’t answer whether or not it
was a probationary offense because
no such case had ever come through
her office. However, she would do
some research and get back to me. She
stressed student safety and throughout our conversation continued to
equate the act of climbing trees to
climbing on public building rooftops
at night. But it was made it clear that
the act of climbing trees was forbidden by Tufts policy for the continued
protection of the Tufts student body.
After all, a student may fall and break
a limb. Protection is undoubtedly a
motive, probably not the main one,
but a motive nonetheless.
I believe Tufts administrators aren’t
concerned about this for our health;
they care about students climbing
their trees because it is a liability. The
administration fears that a lawsuit
will result from one of these fallen
students, claiming negligence on the
part of the administration. I call bullocks. This university should have the
confidence to do so as well. Dust off
your boxing gloves and get back in the
ring, Tufts. Don’t cower.
Falling out of the tree is no fault
of the administration. True: the

T

Andy Carter/Tufts Daily

tree is owned and cared for by Tufts
University, making it Tufts property.
But it is the fault of the climber, who
understood the very evident risk of
utilizing that property before beginning the ascent: falling. I assume that
all Tufts students, in some way, understand the theory of gravity. So the
climbers thinks, “If I slip up there,
I will fall.” Not, “If I climb, the tree
will push me off.” Yet Tufts believes
a lawsuit will claim that it is the fault
of the tree if the climber falls, as if
the tree had the intention of harming
the student. This is an argument of
responsibility. To blame the tree for
the fault of the climber is outlandish.
In any tree-climbing situation, the
human is the instigator. Tufts is not
responsible for every decision that its
students make. Understanding risk is
the job of the individual. The climber
possessed the intent and took the risk.
The tree is not responsible for the
actions of this climber, nor is Tufts.
Tufts’ policy should be “Climb at your
own risk: Don’t hurt yourself.” The
current policy, “Take no risk at all,” is
ridiculous. To never take a risk is to
never learn. Must all common sense
and responsibility be legislated? Put it
in a waiver if you must along with the
other 300 forms we have to sign. But
let us climb!
So, Tufts administration: Change
the policy. Change the policy so that it
states: if an officer sees an “offender”
in a tree, let them go about their
day and focus on more dangerous
crimes. If a student is perilously high,
have the officer advise the student
to descend a few feet, but to forbid
the practice completely? What is the
cause of this rancid paranoia? It’s akin
to Nurse Ratched in “One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest” (1975) and her
banishment of joy and laughter from

her asylum ward. Climbing a tree is
one of the few things I do that a 1950s
stereotypical suburban house would
consider “good, clean fun.” It is a temporary escape into nature here in one
of the cradles of civilization’s polluted
and gray landscape. And damn do I
have a dandy time doing it.
It is the job of Tufts University to
grow its students socially, academically, and personally. But the administration’s ever-present fear of frivolous litigation has made it ordinancehappy and has turned “growing young
minds” into “protecting risky assets.”
In its fervor it has gone too far and
in this case become mildly draconian. These are trees. Not weapons or
drugs. With all the other harmful and
far more dangerous crimes — such
as underage binge drinking, driving
under the influence, rape and assault
— that happen on and around this
campus, I know that the police of
this university have more important
things to do than deal with students
climbing trees.
This school claims to espouse the
importance of health. Few things are
better for the body and soul than
scampering up an old oak and enjoying the sunset with the fiery leaves
caressing you. In few places can you
learn more viscerally about your limits and fears, far more effectively than
in any classroom here in the safe and
secure bosom of civilization, than in
the tender crown of a tree in early
autumn. Just be on the lookout for
cops as well until the Tufts University
administration pulls its head out of
the sand. Maybe they’ll see the trees
then and understand.
Will Shira is a junior majoring in peace
and justice studies.

his first edition focuses on something that struck just a few days
after I arrived in the United States
on Aug. 23. It must have been a
day or two later (I’m not sure; time gets
really warped when you’re spending all
your time buying sheets and trash cans at
Bed, Bath and Beyond), when I heard of
“Hurricane Irene,” which was heading up
the coastline, scheduled to hit a few days
later. The days following were centered
almost entirely on the threat of the hurricane — which flopped back and forth
between being a hurricane and a tropical
storm. Every single news channel on TV
had its coverage focused on the natural
disaster. You all know the impact of it
on flights, as most of the freshman class
was on their way up here for Orientation.
My roommate was stranded in the Los
Angeles airport for a good three days as
every plane out was canceled. People
mobbed the supermarkets all over, trying to stock up on supplies so as to avoid
being stranded by the hurricane.
Ultimately, the “tropical storm” (to use
the correct phrasing) didn’t really hit the
Boston area. The impact was harsh in
New Jersey, Rhode Island and other parts
of the East coast — power was lost for
days in parts — but aside from one shortlived shower, the result was minimal here
in Massachusetts. Yet what I want to draw
attention to is just how much focus there
was on the storm, how many warnings
and precautions were taken and how
valuable each and every life was for the
government.
Shifting focus from the last few days
of August to the first week of school, I
was online on Facebook, sometime in
the middle of the day on Wednesday. It
must have been around midnight back
home in New Delhi. I was chatting to a
good friend of mine, when she suddenly
stopped replying. Being my impatient self,
I questioned her as to where she had gone.
Her response was one word: “earthquake.”
I immediately went to Google News and
typed in “New Delhi, Earthquake”, and hit
“search.” There was nothing. I refreshed
repeatedly over the next 20 or 30 minutes
and not a single result ever appeared.
Instead, what I did find was a whole host
of Facebook statuses popping up regarding the earthquake. But that was it. There
was very little news coverage (to date,
there are various statistics given on the
actual magnitude: either 4.7 or 6.6 — two
figures that are not remotely similar), and
my brother’s Facebook status the following morning was, “There was an earthquake?” This was how most people in
Delhi reacted. Fortunately, there were no
deaths, but even so, a fairly high-intensity
earthquake was no big deal.
The diametrically opposite reactions
to the two disasters are striking. In the
United States, flights were canceled, airports were shut down, and New York City
basically closed down for a day — which
is as likely as alien life being confirmed
on Mars. In India, the earthquake went
by almost unnoticed. Most people slept
through it. You may ask why this was the
case; was it that people here overreacted?
People in India underreacted? I don’t think
it was either. The way I see it, the government and the authorities in the United
States can afford to, and do, place a very
high value on each person’s life here. In
India, there are far more people and a
government that has other focuses. There
have been previous incidents similar to
this earthquake, with similar reactions.
It’s not new. What was new for me was
observing how the entire “Tropical Storm”
Irene incident was treated. It was new, and
it was different. But I guess that’s what one
gets used to in time.
Angad Bagai is a freshman who has not
yet declared a major. He can be reached at
Angad.Bagai@tufts.edu.

Op-ed Policy The Op-Ed section of The Tufts Daily, an open forum for campus editorial commentary, is printed Monday through Thursday. The Daily welcomes submissions from all members of the Tufts community; the opinions
expressed in the Op-Ed section do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Daily itself. Opinion articles on campus, national and international issues should be 600 to 1,200 words in length. Op-Ed cartoons are also welcomed for
the Campus Canvas feature. All material is subject to editorial discretion and is not guaranteed to appear in the Daily. All material should be submitted to oped@tuftsdaily.com no later than noon on the day prior to the desired day of
publication; authors must submit their telephone numbers and day-of availability for editing questions. Submissions may not be published elsewhere prior to their appearance in the Daily, including but not limited to other on- and
off-campus newspapers, magazines, blogs and online news websites, as well as Facebook. Republishing of the same piece in a different source is permissible as long as the Daily is credited with originally running the article.
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Doonesbury

Crossword

by

Garry Trudeau

Non Sequitur 							

Married to the Sea 							

www.marriedtothesea.com

SUDOKU
Level: Surviving a term as hand of the king

Late Night at the Daily
Wednesday’s Solution

Prewitt: “Where’s this been?”
Martha: “In everyone’s mouth.”

Please recycle this Daily.

by

Wiley
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Field Hockey

NESCAC rundown: five teams in the top 15
by

Claire Kemp

Daily Editorial Board

It is no secret that the NESCAC is
very good at field hockey. The conference boasts four national champions and five runners-up since 1998,
and during this span, four different
teams have made championshipgame appearances. Perhaps never
before, however, has there been so
much uncertainty about who has the
potential to go all the way.
Tufts should be proud to say it plays
field hockey in the most competitive
Div. III conference in the country, but
the NESCAC’s all-out preeminence
may be dangerous for the Jumbos.
During each season in recent history, one or two teams have emerged
as the dominant forces in the league,
boxing out the rest and often trading
regular-season and NESCAC championship wins. Since 2005, Bowdoin has
captured five of the last six conference titles. Only Tufts — which won a
championship in 2009 — Middlebury,
and Trinity — in the Bantams’ own
rogue 2009 season — have joined the
Polar Bears atop the regular season
standings since 2000.
This year, five NESCAC teams are
currently ranked in the NCAA’s top 15
and, of all the contenders, only No. 12
Amherst and No. 4 Bowdoin remain
undefeated after just two weeks of

Alex Dennett/Tufts Daily

The Jumbos, seen here against Wesleyan, have plenty of NESCAC company in the national
field hockey rankings.
play. It seems necessary to break down
these five teams in order to get a better idea of how the standings will look
when the dust settles — and to preview
what games to watch until it does.
No. 4 Bowdoin at Tufts, Oct. 26
The 3-0 (1-0 NESCAC) Polar Bears
are the defending national champi-

ons and currently the fourth-ranked
team in the country. They boast the
return of seven starters, including
two All-Americans, Ella Curren and
Katie Herter, who cover opposite
ends of the field. Bowdoin also has a
palpable confidence that may rattle
see FIELD HOCKEY, page 14

men’s Rugby

Josh Berlinger/Tufts Daily

The rugby team has reached the semifinals of the Div. III New England Regionals in each of the past two years.

New coaching staff brings fresh
attitude to men’s rugby team
by

Lauren Flament

Daily Editorial Board

The Rugby Football Club
returns this fall with a new
coaching staff and a new
attitude. A trio of coaches,
each with years of experience playing and coaching
the sport — often with each
other — will bring a new
flavor to the team.
The threesome of Maurice
Kauff, Jamie Green and
Thomas Collins also coach
together at St. John’s Prep in
Danvers, Mass., where Kauff
serves as JV coach, Green

as varsity head coach and
Collins as varsity assistant
coach. Under their leadership, St. John’s hasn’t lost a
league game in the last five
years.
The team of coaches
hopes to bring to Tufts the
same attitude and intensity
that’s made them so successful at the high school
level.
“There is a big movement
in the United States to professional rugby — to treat it
more like a sport and less
like an activity,” said Kauff,
the head coach of the Tufts

program. “For the three of
us, coming from coaching
in a varsity environment,
we feel we have the background to bridge the gap
between varsity and club.
“Our vision is to build a
program that is attractive to
high-school rugby players
and, as coaches, to install
a rugby system that promotes success on the field,”
he added.
The new coaching staff
also brought a different
structure to practices and
new offensive and defensive
plays. Thus far, the team

has responded well to the
new environment.
“Pretty much everything
is made over from last
year,” senior co-captain
Gabe Perrone said. “We
have much more organization, more involvement
from the coaches in terms
of administrative things
and all new plays. We are
very impressed with how
[the coaches] carry themselves and what they have
brought to the team so far.
They work well together
see RUGBY, page 12

Ben Kochman | The Wackness

What
is The
Wackness?

T

his column is not about that big
game that happened over the
weekend. It will never speculate
on who the greatest athletes of all
time are. This column will not answer
the question “Will the Green Bay Packers
repeat as Super Bowl Champions?”
This column will also not answer the
question of whether you should start
Joe Flacco or Kyle Orton on your fantasy
team this week. There will be no power
rankings, at least not traditional ones.
There might be power rankings of other
things, such as a ranking of the entertainment value of mainstream beer
commercials during the Super Bowl.
But probably not.
This column will not tell you whether
Tiger Woods will someday be “back” to
major-winning form. But this column
will consider, for example, whether
Tiger’s apology to the public for his
major infidelities was really sincere.
And it will talk about whether someone
who has had people in his ear telling
him how to act and which decisions to
make since his teens can really be sincere at all.
I might ask you to watch a powerful Nike ad, in which Tiger stands in
black-and-white on a pristine course,
birds chirping in the background, while
his late father Earl tells him what we
all want to tell our troubled superstar:
“I want to know what you were thinking, what your feelings are, and did you
learn anything.” And then this column
might make a snide remark about how
Tiger’s actual words to the public are
so unsatisfying in regard to these questions and how and why his decision to
refuse questions at his apology press
conference is so frustrating for us. This
column would also discuss whether the
public has any right to pry into Tiger’s
personal life in the first place.
If you’re reading these words online,
you got a special bonus in that last
paragraph — two hyperlinks! If you’re
reading this column in print, that’s
cool, too — say hi to the Dewick pizza
lady for me; her name’s Winnie. But
you should go online and click on this
column there. That way when I make
a point by referencing a moment in
a game or an athlete’s reaction to an
interviewer’s question or want to discuss something like whether Grantland.
com is the coolest thing ever or just a
group of great writers who will never
be cool as long as they are employees
of that monolith we all know and some
of us love, ESPN, there’s a link for you
to check out.
I’m not entirely convinced that print
journalism is dying. I still love reading
newspapers and punny headlines. But
the upside of the move online is that
a writer can connect with his readers
interactively. Got a gripe or a correction? Tweet me at @benkochman.
My goal is to establish a brain-tobrain connection with each of you in
the most efficient way I can. Together,
let’s peel back the layers of sports
and examine the athletes that play the
games, the people who cover them and
the fans who spend countless hours
consuming them.
That’s The Wackness. It’s lying awake
at night wondering what Tiger was
thinking when he took that night-club
manager to bed, or if the players on
your favorite team would leave in a hot
second for the right contract somewhere else and if we would blame
them. Most of all it’s the lump in the
throat we get when someone asks us,
“Why do you care? It’s only sports.”
The Wackness is a swift kick to that
person’s ribs.

Ben Kochman is a junior who is majoring
in English. He can be reached at Benjamin.
Kochman@tufts.edu.
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$$ SPERM DONORS WANTED $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and give
the gift of family through California
Cryobank’s donor program.
Convenient Cambridge location.
Apply online: SPERMBANK.com
classifieds policy All Tufts students must submit classifieds in person, prepaid with check, money order or exact cash only.
All classifieds submitted by mail must be accompanied by a check. Classifieds are $15 per week or $4 per day with Tufts ID or $30
per week or $8 per day without. The Tufts Daily is not liable for any damages due to typographical errors or misprintings except
the cost of the insertion, which is fully refundable. We reserve the right to refuse to print any classifieds which contain obscenity,
are of an overly sexual nature or are used expressly to denigrate a person or group. Questions? Email business@tuftsdaily.com.

Inside NCAA Football

MCT

Head coach Les Miles and the LSU Tigers are undefeated on the field, but not quite unblemished off it.

Off-field lowlights overshadow on-field highlights
by

Ethan Sturm

Daily Editorial Board

Remember when the beginning of the
college football season was supposed to
give us relief from the seemingly neverending off-field problems of the offseason?
Well, the fourth weekend of games is
quickly approaching, and that simply

has not been the case. Many of the marquee matchups have been more notorious for their scandalous connections than
their actual game-play. Oregon vs. LSU
was known as the Willie Lyles Bowl after
the suspect booster connected to both
schools, while Ohio State vs. Miami was
known as the Death Penalty Bowl, as both
were more concerned with avoiding further NCAA sanctions than with winning

football games.
Even a pair of top-five matchups over
the past two weeks did little to bring excitement back to the sport. Then-No. 3 Oregon
proved once again that it cannot compete
with SEC schools, losing to No. 2 LSU in a
dominant 40-27 performance by the Tigers.
Then-No. 5 Florida State may have looked
competitive against No. 1 Oklahoma — the
game was even tied with just seven min-

utes to play — but the stats tell the true
story. The Sooners ran for over 100 yards
while holding the Seminoles to one yard
per carry. The voters were not fooled either:
Florida State has dropped out of the top 10
in both the coaches’ poll and the AP poll.
Perhaps most disappointing is that the
season seems to be following the same
see INSIDE NCAAF, page 14

With new coaches, Jumbos strive to compete on national stage
RUGBY

continued from page 10

and it’s definitely shown.”
According to Kauff, the transition has been smoothed by
the fundamental rugby skills
the team already possessed.
“What we have is a group
of really dedicated kids and
some very strong athletes, and
what we’re trying to do is build
some structure around what
we play, and teach them the fitness requirement of rugby and
the mental side of the game as
well,” Kauff said.
The team hopes the new program will help improve their
finishing skills, something the
team struggled with last fall,
often letting their focus slip
towards the end of a match and
letting leads get away.
“We want to take it one
game at a time, make it like
each game is our last game
so we are always fighting to
finish,” senior co-captain Kyle
Boutin said. “And in the end
our ultimate goal is to make
it to nationals, but we have to

take each game at a time.”
But the field is not the only
place where the program is
experiencing a makeover.
Last Saturday, Tufts rugby
teamed up with the Cross Fit
H2O gym in Medford for the
event Fight Gone Bad 6, in
which the athletes enlisted
sponsors and participated in
a demanding 17-minute workout while athletes around the
world completed the same
exercises.
“The idea behind doing the
event was that the kids wanted
to do some service project, so
we combined that with our
interest of getting our guys in
shape for the season. It was
a good fit,” said Kauff, who
has now participated in Fight
Gone Bad for four years.
According to Kauff, the
rugby team raised $3,200 to
contribute to a total of $2.2
million raised worldwide by
16,000 participants.
The beneficiaries of the event
were the Special Operations
Warrior Foundation, which

serves to provide support to
families of fallen or wounded
members of Army, Navy, Air
Force and Marine Corps special operations forces — and
Camp Patriot, which takes disabled U.S. veterans on outdoor
adventures.
“The workout itself was grueling, but the team was happy
to do it, because we knew
where the money was going,”
Boutin said. “It was just giving
up 17 minutes of our time to
help people who have given up
months or years to serve this
country.”
After this positive experience,
giving back is a tradition the
team would like to continue.
“I’d really like to see [this
event] happen again,” Kauff
said. “We’ve got a long-term
plan of how we’re going to
build the Tufts’ rugby program,
and certainly doing stuff like
this is going to be a part of it.”
“It was definitely a positive step forward in our organization becoming a bigger
presence on campus,” Boutin

added. “[Kauff ] is very passionate about it and he’s going
to make sure that Tufts rugby
continues to give back to the
community and do fundraisers
in the future.”
However, the rugby team is
not looking to change everything about the previous program, which made it to the
semifinals of the New England
Div. III Championships for the
second consecutive season last
fall, finishing their season with
a 7-2 record. In the spring, the
team was ranked ninth nationally by the National Small
College Rugby Organization.
“Our defense was probably one of our best attributes
last year,” Perrone said. “Our
seniors really stepped up and
set the tone on defense, but we
have some young, dedicated
athletes who will be able to fill
in and do what the seniors did
last year.”
The Jumbos hope to be able
to make it past the semifinals
this year, where their season
ended in 2009 and 2010. They

have their eyes set on competing at the national level.
“The boys have laid out
some pretty ambitious goals
for themselves, so our job as
coaches is just to give them
the systems and the tools to
get to that,” Kauff said. “We’re
trying to focus on just trying
to win what’s right in front of
us and not look too far down
the road, but I would not be
surprised if in the near future,
you saw Tufts competing for
a national championship in
rugby.”
Tufts opens its season against
Wentworth Institute on Oct. 1
on the Alumni Fields, where
the Jumbos hope to show their
opponents — and themselves
— that they can successfully
execute their new system.
“As seniors, we are definitely excited for what could
potentially happen this year,”
Perrone said. “We hope to
build on our success last year,
and we hope that the new
coaching staff can take us to
the next level.”
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CHANCE

TO CHANGE OR CANCEL
YOUR MEAL PLAN IS
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
Changes must be made at the
Dining Services Administration
Office at 89 Curtis Street or by
calling 7-3566

Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Changes are pro-rated once the
semester begins
50% cancellation fee will be
charged on all changes after
September 23.
No meal plan changes or
cancellations will be accepted
after Friday, October 28

Are you struggling to find funding for your entrepreneurial plan?
Applications are now being accepted for the

Paul and Elizabeth Montle Prize for Entrepreneurial Achievement
Current second-, third-, and fourth-year Tufts students in good academic standing may
submit applications, including a business plan, for funding of their entrepreneurial activities.
Applications for endeavors in both the for-profit and non-profit sectors will be considered.
For more information on the Montle Prize and to access the application, please visit
http://uss.tufts.edu/undergradEducation/opportunities/Montle
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Oklahoma, ACC at heart of realignment talks at start of Week 4
inside ncaaf

continued from page 12

storyline that we have seen many
times in recent years. It is basically already guaranteed that the
SEC will earn a spot in the national-title game one way or another.
And unless you happen to live in
one of those states where fandom
is a religion and every Saturday is
a holiday — with veritable feasts
for tailgates — you do not really
care which team it is.
The other championship
contender will either come
out of the Big 12 or the Pac 12,
like it does every year (sorry,
Wisconsin), while a Mountain
West Conference team — this
year No. 4 Boise State — sits on
the verge of greatness, unable
to do anything but hope that
someone above it stumbles. The
Broncos even did the unthinkable this year, going into SEC

territory and getting a win over
Georgia, but in the long run that
will likely matter little.
But Week 4 carries with it promise that we have not yet seen this
season. Analysts actually began
to get excited about picking apart
No. 7 Oklahoma State against No.
8 Texas A&M and No. 3 Alabama
clashing with No. 14 Arkansas,
both basically BCS-title knockout games in their respective
conferences. Perhaps even more
exciting is the primetime game
between No. 2 LSU and No. 16
West Virginia, which may be the
Big East’s last feeble chance ever
to punch a ticket to the National
Championship game.
(As an aside, has eating grass
finally gotten to Les Miles’ head?
While the rest of his SEC rivals are
picking on cardinal-directionstate university, he scheduled
non-conference games with the

top contender in both the Pac-12
and the Big East. Suffice it to say
that if his team does make it to
New Orleans, just 80 miles from
campus, no one will be more
prepared.)
Unfortunately for college
football, just as things were
starting to look better, conference realignment hit the proverbial fan.
While talks of the SEC, Big
10 and Pac 12 dismantling the
Big 12 piece-by-piece have been
going on for quite some time,
the ACC actually made the move
that set things in motion, swooping in and taking Pittsburgh and
Syracuse (a founding member
of the Big East). The move all
but gave the Big East a death
sentence while simultaneously
granting the ACC complete control of the entire eastern seaboard. Rumors of them coming

back soon to grab some combination of Connecticut, Rutgers
and Georgetown to complete the
first 16-team “super-conference”
have already begun.
At least for the time being,
it does not look like any of the
other big three will be joining
them. The Pac 12 announced
on Tuesday night that it will not
be expanding, while Oklahoma
has submitted a list of demands,
including the firing of Conference
President Dan Beebe and a tonedown of Texas’ TV network, if they
are to stay a part of the Big 12.
But despite these flimsy promises and statements, realignment
with undoubtedly dominate the
headlines of college football all
season, no matter what happens
on the field.
Why should we care who is playing in what division? Well, most
pundits see the super-conferences

shaping up at four 16-team leagues:
the ACC on the east coast, the Big
10 around the Great Lakes, the SEC
in the south and the Pac 12 on the
west coast. These conferences will
be able to monopolize TV deals
and networks in their respective
regions, giving them more control
than even the NCAA.
There are rumors that the four
will break away from the NCAA
at this point, forming their own
league that would be nothing short
of semi-pro football. There would
be no more Boise State Cinderella
stories, no more college athletes
trying to get by. Players could even
be paid. Conference realignment
could completely change the sport
as we know it.
So as you sit down to enjoy
Week 4, make sure you enjoy every
minute of it. Who knows what offthe-field headline will dominate
the press next week?
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More balanced attack, back-to-basics approach key to Jumbos’ success
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inexperienced opponents and conference underlings. Thus far, however, the
numbers don’t add up to a championship run.
In its only conference game to date,
Bowdoin was pushed by Wesleyan;
what should have been an easy drubbing for the Polar Bears turned into
a deadlock. Bowdoin held a massive
advantage in shots, corners and time
of possession, but it wasn’t until 1:53
remained in regulation that junior
Cathleen Smith was able to find the
back of the cage. Then, with two seconds remaining, Bowdoin gave up a
penalty corner that went just wide left
of the open net. Even more worrisome
for the Polar Bears, however, is that
they only beat non-conference opponent Wellesley 2-1 — allowing a score
off just two shots from the host Blue.
In their third game of the season, the
Polar Bears allowed two tallies from
Southern Maine. Both results are worrisome for Bowdoin when compared to
its 2010 results; exactly one year ago,
the Blue and Huskies were dismissed
6-0 and 3-0, respectively.
At the moment, Bowdoin doesn’t
look like a championship threat. Thus
far, it has taken the Polar Bears far too
much effort — and taken their opponents far too little — to score in three
games that marked the easiest portion
of their schedule. But, if Bowdoin and
head coach Nicky Pearson know how
to do one thing well, it’s how to win in
the playoffs. So, if they do end up in a
qualifying spot, there’s no telling what
they’re capable of.

No. 7 Middlebury, def. Tufts 3-2 (PS),
Sept. 10
The next-highest-ranked NESCAC
team is 3-1 Middlebury, currently No. 8
nationally. The Panthers took the sea-

son opener from the Jumbos on Bello
Field two weekends ago, but anyone in
attendance — or reading the box score
— knows the game could’ve gone either
way. In the clutch, junior Lauren Greer
and the Panthers used their endurance
and speed to finish on top, prevailing in
a penalty stroke showdown to best the
host Jumbos. Greer, however, could be
a blessing or a curse. There is no doubt
that is she a gifted player and a dangerous scoring threat, but the Panthers
lack the offensive depth that Bowdoin,
Amherst and Tufts possess. Furthermore,
Middlebury’s strategy can often be
straightforward and easy to game-plan.
When a Middlebury back or midfielder
sees an opening, she will inevitably bash
the ball through, willing the forwards to
chase it. By the end of the season, smart
NESCAC defenses could intercept these
through passes and find an antidote to
Middlebury’s attack.
In fact, No. 12 Amherst has already
discovered a solution. Middlebury’s
only loss came in a 3-1 defeat at the
hands of the Lord Jeffs, an Amherst
victory that marked just the third time
in a decade that the Panthers haven’t
won the regular season matchup. But
Middlebury is a notorious late bloomer and even in its matchup at Tufts,
the Panthers displayed their ability to
adapt and improve. They might have
limited tricks, but they also learn their
opponents’ games quickly.

No. 9 Tufts
Next up are our very own 2-1 (1-1
NESCAC) Jumbos. Tufts has been in
the NESCAC championship game three
years running and with good reason.
The Jumbos have arguably the best
small game in the league and a team
dynamic that aids their quick passing style. They enjoy great depth on
the front end and boast experience
and talent in the back. However, Tufts

struggles to apply consistent offensive
pressure.
The Jumbos have some of the most
fundamentally skilled players in the
game, but that can be a double-edged
sword, as they occasionally over-think
their penalty corners, leading to poor
execution. Tufts has a tendency to
spend a lot of time setting up offensive plays and less time hitting the
ball hard on cage. This fault could hurt
them against run-and-gun teams and
in close games. But a wealth of new
faces on the front line could loosen up
the Jumbos’ offense and balance the
more strategically-minded veterans.
Tufts’ defense — which is known
for stifling opponents’ momentum —
gives the Jumbos a chance to beat any
team in the nation. Its net-minding
squad, however, must be prepared to
make big saves when the defense fails
to sweep the ball in time. Defense wins
championships, and Tufts’ may just be
good enough to win one this year.

Tufts at No. 12 Amherst, Oct. 1
The 3-0 Lady Jeffs are the scariest
team in the conference right now. They
have years of both underestimation
and unpredictability on their side. Like
Middlebury, Amherst’s scoring threats
are hungry — especially judging by
their 3-1 victory last week — and,
like the Jumbos, its defense has an
experienced backbone. Additionally,
people are starting to recognize Rachel
Tannenbaum, a freshman goalkeeper,
as a potential ace in the hole. Amherst
started the season with a 1-0 shutout of
No. 15 Trinity, scoring just 6:23 into the
game and holding the Bantams scoreless for the remainder despite giving
up a dangerous penalty stroke midway
through the second half.
Amherst shares Middlebury’s weakness: It can be one-dimensional. Senior
Carly Dudzik dominates its offense, and

once the league is familiarized with this
up-and-coming Amherst team, opponents who successfully shut down
Dudzik could squander any glimmer of
postseason hopes. The Jeffs, who have
long been removed from playoff contention, may lack the confidence to defeat
perennial powers Tufts and Bowdoin.
Amherst has shown that it has the skills
necessary to turn the old NESCAC balance of power on its head; however, it is
too early to tell if the Lady Jeffs have the
mindset necessary to do it.
No. 15 Trinity vs. Tufts, Oct. 2
Finally, the only thing scary about
the 3-1 Bantams is, well, the Bantams
themselves. Trinity’s lineup returns this
season virtually unchanged from last
year’s, and it will continue to be the
aggressive and speedy team that took
three of the four aforementioned squads
to overtime last fall. The Bantams can
produce one-on-one breakaways in the
blink of an eye and are not scared to
tackle at full speed, but they haven’t
looked consistent enough in the past
two seasons to string together a serious playoff run. In the NESCAC, skill
almost always beats physicality and,
as the season goes on, it seems that
the other ranked squads’ cleaner styles
will win out. But, with so many teams
ranked so close together, a single Trinity
breakaway score could have significant
consequences.
Overall, these teams are bound to
swap places a few times. It’s doubtful
that such a young, wily Amherst squad
can finish the regular season without a
conference loss, or that Bowdoin will
trounce teams once it faces tougher
competition. Whatever happens, however, 2011 is sure to be a high stakes
adventure with very few clear prematchup favorites. And, certainly, every
goal this fall will hold a little more
weight than it has in recent years.
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Celebrate Crime Prevention Month
October 2011

Sports

Start Your Career
in Accounting.

For a fun and safe Halloween, the TUFTS POLICE Crime
Prevention Unit offers the following safety tips:
Be aware of your surroundings at all times!
Use common sense if you are attending a party! Don’t put yourself in
a situation you have no control over!
When out at night, walk in well-lit areas of the campus! Go with a
friend and use the safety shuttle.
Remember your personal belongings! Do not provide an opportunity
for someone to steal your property!
Before leaving for a Halloween function, make sure your residence
hall room door is locked! Windows and security screens should be
secured. Be sure to tell someone where you are going, and what time
you’ll be back!
Report suspicious persons and behavior to the Tufts Police!

Tufts University Police
EMERGENCIES ON ANY CAMPUS X66911
OFF CAMPUS 617-627-6911
Non-emergencies
Boston Campus 617-636-6610 Off Campus
X66610 On Campus
Grafton Campus 508-839-5303 Off Campus
X84900 On Campus
Medford Campus 617-627-3030 Off Campus
X73030 On Campus

Northeastern’s MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-accounting majors:
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading
accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

Application Deadlines:

November 15, February 1 and March 15
Learn more about the program and upcoming events at:
www.msamba.neu.edu.
Become our fan on Facebook.
facebook.com/northeasternuniversitymsamba

617-373-3244
gspa@neu.edu
www.msamba.neu.edu
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STUDY ABROAD IN ENGLISH

Yes,
Stockholm
Come to an Informational Meeting:
September 26, 2011
Dowling 745B
12:30 pm

The Swedish
Program
STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY
info@swedishprogram.org

www.swedishprogram.org

