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August, 1979
Dear Member of the Class of 1983,

We begin the year with a new Dean of Students and a
new Dean of Freshmen; a new dormitory security and discipline
system; a new state law prohibiting the purchase, possession,
ar consumption of alcoholic beverages for those under 20
years of age. These conditions will challenge us all. We
expect to learn, and you must help teach us. We hope to trv
new approaches to student services, and you must give us
guidance.

Tufts is an academic community, and the classroom is
its heart and soul. The discipline, self-knowledge, and
honesty which our intellectual growth demands are equally
valid outside the classroom as well. In all we do at Tufts,
we must not forget that.

For 1979-80, we affirm the right of dormitories, stu-
dent organizations, and individuals to be responsible for
their own actions. We affirm the right of dormitories, stu-
dent organizations, and individuals to articulate, with us,
those qualities of undergraduate life which cannot be com—
promised. Initiative, autonomy, and self-discipline have
traditionally motivated student life at Tufts, and these
values will be maintained. At the same time, however, we
promise vigorous and consistent maintenance of discipline
when others' rights are violated. None of us can permit
the behavior of any single student to compromise the phys-
ical or intellectual integrity of any other student. A
vibrant commnity can expect no less.

The coming year will be one of uncompramising reevalu-
ation of the quality of undergraduate life at Tufts. Stu-
dents, teachers, and administrators, through their actions,
will help establish the direction of Tufts' undergraduate
life for the 1980's. We welcome you and your colleagues of
the Class of 1983 to participate fully in all that Tufts
offers.

rd M. Solomon
Degn &f Undergraduate Studies
and Academic Affairs



Dear Friénds

This student handboock is a camprehensive resource gquide
to Tufts University and to the Boston area. It con-
tains information about almost all student activities
and organizations, descriptions of the many programs
and opportunities that Tufts offers, and officially
states the policies and regulations governing academic
and social life at the university. The Pachyderm is a
relatively new name for this handbook, associated with
the Tuft's mascot, Jumbo the elephant, given to the
Uhiversity by P.T. Barnum. In earlier days of the
oollege, the student handbook was published by the
honor society of the sophomore class, the Ivy Society,
from which derived its name. The Ivy Book, used through
1976-1977. The Ivy Society has not been in existence
for many years now.

The handbook is now published by a student cormittee
working in cooperation with the Dean of Students Office.
We encourage your contribution and participation in the
annual production of the Pachyderm.

We wish to extend a warm welcame to the new members of
the Tufts community, and hope that the information con-
tained in this book will help you become settled and
active at Tufts.

Best wishes for a happy and productive year.

Sincerely,
The Pachyderm Staff
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TUFTS HISTORY AND TRADITIONS
Tufts’ Beginnings

The movement which led to the founding of Tufts Col-
lege began in the early 1800's. Members of the Univer-
salist Church and other related churches felt the need
for a new and different liberal college, one which would
be nonsectarian, but not anti-religious. There was some
debate as to where the new school should be built but
the debate was resolved when a philanthropic landowner
from Medford, Charles Tufts, decided to donate twenty
acres of his land, located on what was then known as Wal-
nut Hill, for the purpose of building the new college.

The school was later named in his honor. Once the deci-
sion was made, many of the wealthy aristocrats of the

area were ready and willing to offer financial support.

By 1852, Tufts College was granted a charter by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the school became the 163rd
institution of higher education in the United States. The
following year, Hosea Ballou II agreed to serve as the
first president of Tufts at a salary of $800. The first
students entered Tufts in 1854, and the first commencement
was held in 1857, with three students graduating.

During Tufts' first 125 years, many changes and a
great deal of expansion have taken place. Total enroll-
ment has gone from 7 students in 1854 to 6,598 students in
the 1977-1978 academic year. The faculty at Tufts has in-
creased from 4 in 1854 to 912 part and full-time current
members with an additional 1,721 volunteers. Tuition has
also increased from $35 in the 1860's to $350 in 1941 to
$4500 during 1979-1980.

Tufts has had ten presidents to date and several act-
ing presidents. The current president, Jean Mayer, was
inaugurated in the fall of 1976 and has already begun to
initiate many new programs and ideas in the university.

The land on which the college was founded had once
been called Walnut Hill, for an obvious reason. In the
seventeenth century, when it was used as upland pasture by
the residents of Charlestown, it was heavily wooded, but
during the American Revolution Hessian soldiers stationed
in the area cut down the trees and used them for firewood.
The remaining wood was cut by Medford residents - perhaps
for the shipbuilding industry. By the time Tufts was
founded, the hill was treeless. Throughout your college
career you will hear the words of Charles Tufts as spoken
when friends asked him what he intended to do with the land
he had inherited: "I will set a light upon the Hill." The
definitive history of Tufts College from 1852 to 1952,
written by Dr. Russell E. Miller, is called Light on the
Hill.







